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PREFACE. 


rri  HESE  volumes  form  a  distinct  work  in  themselves.  The  im- 
-^  mense  wealth  of  interesting  material,  necessarily  excluded  from 
their  strictly  prescribed  limits,  suggests  other  volumes  in  the  future. 
Elaboration  of  special  subjects,  and  the  picture  of  the  last  half-century 
illumined  with  the  electric  light  of  detail,  are  among  the  possibilities. 
Such  a  series  would  form  a  natural  sequel,  but  in  no  wise  afiTect  the 
individuality  of  this  work. 

The  career  of  New  York  is  irresistibly  attractive  during  the  century 
embraced  in  the  second  volume,  now  complete  in  uniform  size  with  its 
predecessor.  Had  it  been  otherwise  my  enthusiasm  must  have  waned 
under  the  severity  of  application  needful  for  the  perfect  drilling  and  dis- 
ciplining of  raw  material  into  unity  and  felicity  of  arrangement.  The 
issue  of  my  first  volume  two  years  since,  and  the  unqualified  approval 
it  elicited  from  all  sources,  inspired  me  with  fresh  courage;  but  the 
inherent  magnetism  and  vitality  of  the  subject  itself  has  been  the  secret 
of  my  success.  The  pressure  to  complete  the  undertaking  has  never 
for  a  moment  been  lifted  since  its  inception.  Had  I  foreseen  its 
magnitude  I  should  have  been  appalled.  Its  importance  justified  com- 
prehensive research  at  every  step.  Thus  the  structure  became  a  matter 
of  growth  instead  of  architecture.  I  have  done  what  I  could  to  learn 
the  truth.  No  one  authority  has  been  accepted  and  followed  in  any 
instance  without  further  evidence  ;  and  where  accounts  have  conflicted  I 
have  sought  and  secured  every  book  and  document  relating  to  the  subject, 
of  which  I  could  obtain  any  knowledge,  even  if  no  more  than  one  of  my 
paragraphs  was  involved  in  the  issua 


vi  PREFACE. 

It  has  been  my  intention  to  collect  under  one  view  the  almost  count- 
less authorities  from  which  I  have  derived  aid.  But  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty of  assigning  a  proper  measure  to  such  catalogue,  and  the  absolute 
want  of  space  for  its  insertion,  deprive  me  of  the  coveted  pleasure.  It 
would  be  useful  to  the  student ;  and  yet  it  would  give  a  totally  inade- 
quate notion  of  the  vast  extent  of  the  field  in  which  I  have  been  gleaning. 
Some  of  the  choicest  links  in  my  chain  have  been  found  in  the  most  out- 
of-the-way  places  —  among  seared  and  yellow  letters  written  by  actors 
in  the  great  events  narrated,  in  old  sermons,  records  of  trials,  wills, 
genealogical  manuscripts-,  documents,  and  pamphlets;  while  concerning 
certain  matters  tinged  with  ambiguity  and  uncertainty,  I  have  discovered 
extraordinary  and  unique  sources  of  authentic  information  outside  of  the 
city  and  State. 

To  the  various  New  York  families  who  have  constantly  and  courteously 
given  me  access  to  private-libraries  and  valuable  family  manuscripts  — 
more  precious  than  diamonds ;  to  the  historians  and  scholars  who  have 
kindly  and  imiformly  extended  assistance  whenever  I  have  sought 
information ;  to  the  learned  and  courteous  librarians  of  the  Congres- 
sional Library  at  Washington,  the  Library  of  the  Department  of  State, 
the  Library  of  Yale  College  in  New  Haven,  and  of  the  New  York 
Society,  the  Astor,  the  Mercantile,  and  the  Historical  Libraries  of  our 
own  city,  I  cannot  express  too  warmly  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 
The  extensive  historical  knowledge  of  Mr.  William  Kelby  of  the  Library 
of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  deserves  special  mention ;  and  his 
prompt,  untiring,  and  priceless  services  in  making  investigations  and  in 
suggesting  new  and  various  sources  of  information,  courteously  rendered 
on  all  desired  occasions,  through  a  period  covering  fourteen  years,  com- 
mand my  cordial  recognition. 

In  closing  my  second  volume  I  can  reiterate  with  emphasis  the  senti- 
ment expressed  in  the  final  paragraph  of  my  former  and  more  general 
preface  —  in  the  full  confidence  that  this  contribution  to  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  people  of  one  of  the  most  interesting  cities  in  the  world 
will  be  generously  appreciated. 

MARTHA  J.  LAMB 
New  York  City,  December,  15,  1880. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

1737  -  174B. 

CITY  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Cmr  Improtements.  —  The  First  Quarantine.  —  Trinity  Church.  —  Adolphe  Phil- 
IP8E.  — The  Disfranchisement  of  the  Jews.  —  Political  Throes.  — Judge  Lewis 
Morris.  — John  Cruoer.  —  Daniel  Horsemandkn.  —  Political  Parties.  —  The 
New  Market-house  in  Broadway. — The  De  Lancey  Mansion.  —  Death  of  Mrh. 
Clarke.  — The  Negro  Plot.  —  Burning  of  the  Governor's  House  in  the  Fort.  — 
Mary  Burton.  —  Wholesale  Alarm. — The  Common  Council.  —  Burning  at  thk 
Stake.  —  Hanging.  —  Transportation  of  Convicts.  —  Day  of  Public  Thanksgiv- 
ing. —  The  Yellow  Fever  in  New  York.  —  Dr.  Colden's  Medical  Treatise.  — 
Governor  George  Cunton. — The  Warren  Family.  —  Mansion  of  Admiral  Sir 
Peter  Warren.  —  Sir  Willlam  Johnson. —  The  Indians. — The  French. —The 
Conquest  of  Louisbu^.  —  Sir  William  Pepperell.  — Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren. 

THE  city  was  as  yet  without  form  or  symmetry.  The  streets  had 
come  to  pass  in  a  crooked  and  irregular  manner,  and  the  buildings 
were  of  as  many  styles  and  sizes  as  dates.  The  sidewalks  were  gener- 
ally roofed  with  foliage  in  the  summer  time,  for  the  shade-trees  before- 
mentioned  had  spread  out  their  branches  and  leafy  boughs,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  shrubs  and  flowers  which  appeared  on  all  sides,  were  the 
most  beautiful  objects  upon  Manhattan  Island.  The  corporation  insti- 
tuted improvements  now  and  then.  Water  Street,  from  Fulton  to  Peck 
Slip,  was  rescued  from  the  river  during  the  year  1737.  But  there  were 
no  special  signs  of  growth  about  this  particular  period. 

An  alarm  was  created  in  the  early  spring  by  a  report  that  small- 
pox and  spotted  fever  were  raging  in  South  Carolina.  A  pilot-boat 
was  at  once  ordered  to  be  constantly  in  waiting  at  or  near  Sandy  Hook, 
for  the  purpose  of  boarding  all  vessels  from  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  and  South 
Carolina.  The  commanders  of  such  vessels  were  ordered  to  anchor  near 
Bedloe's  Island,  and  to  permit  no  persons  or  goods  to  be  landed  imtil  vis- 
ited by  physicians  from  the  city.  Thus  was  established  the  first  quaran- 
tine in  New  York. 

Trinity  Church  was  enlarged  this  year.  The  inside  of  the  edifice  was 
ornamented  beyond  that  of  any  other  place  of  public  worship  in  this  coun- 
try.   The  head  of  the  chancel  was  adorned  with  an  altar-piece,  and  oppo- 
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site,  at  the  other  end  of  the  building,  was  subsequently  placed  a  superb 
oigao.  The  tops  of  die  pillars  which  supported  the  galleries  were  decked 
with  the  gilt  busts  of  winged  angels.  From  the  ceilings  were  suspended 
glass  branches  of  great  beauty.  Upon  the  walla  appeared  the  escutcheons 
of  Governor  Fletcher  and  other  benefactors  of  the  church.  The  fomiture 
of  the  communion-table,  desk,  and  pulpit  was  of  the  richest  and  costliest 
quality.  Three  fiill  sets  of 
communion-plate  had  been 
bestowed  successively  by 
William  and  Mary,  Queen  ' 
Anne,  and  one  of  the  Georges, 
each  inscribed  with  the  do- 
nor's initials  and  the  royal 
arms.  A  wealthy  and  Eash* 
ionable  congregation  filled  its 
pews  every  Sabbath;  and  it 
was  not  long  before  its  in- 
creased accommodations  were 
found  inadequate  to  the  wanto 
of  the  organization,  and  St 
George's  Cbapel,  on  Beekman 
Street,  was  projected.  Ten 
early  Episcopal  ministen 
were  zealous,  self-denying, 
hard-working  Christians,  and 
the  rapid  growth  of  this  church 
was,  in  a  Urge  measure,  doe 
to  their  praiseworthy  endeav- 
013  to  promote  ita  best  interests.  The  Bev.  William  Vesey,  who  was  rec- 
tor for  over  half  a  century,  occupied  the  pulpit  at  this  time.  Beneath  the 
floor  were  vaults  of  the  leading  families  attached  to  the  congr^atioo,  de- 
noted by  sculptured  entablatures  along  the  side  walls  of  the  boUding. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Free-Masonry  first  created  a  ripple  in  the 
atmosphere.  In  the  New  York  Gazette  of  November  28,  1737,  appeared 
the  following :  — 

"  Mt.  Bradford :  There  being  a  new  and  unusual  sect  or  society  of  late  epmad 
into  these  parts  of  America,  their  Principles,  Practices,  and  Designs  not  boii^ 
known  to  the  world,  has  been  the  reason  that  in  Holland,  France,  Italy,  and 
other  places  tbey  have  been  suppressed.  All  other  societies  that  have  appeared 
in  the  world  have  published  their  Principles  and  Practicee,  and  when  they  meet 
aet  open  their  Meeting-house  Doors  for  all  who  will  come  in  and  see  and  hnr 
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them ;  bat  this  Society  called  Free-Masons,  meet  with  their  doors  shut,  and  a 
guard  at  the  outside  to  prevent  any  to  approach  near  to  hear  or  see  what  they 
are  doing.  They  oblige  all  their  Proselytes  to  keep  their  Principles  and  Prac- 
tices secret,  according  to  the  severe  Oath  they  are  obliged  to  take  at  their  first 
admittance,  viz. :  — 

"  *  I,  A.  R,  Hereby  solemnly  vow  and  swear  in  the  Presence  of  Almighty 
God  and  this  Right  Worshippful  Assembly,  that  I  will  Hail  and  Conceal,  aYid 
never  Beveal  the  Secrets  or  Secrecy  of  Masons  or  Masonry,  that  shall  be  revealed 
unto  me;  unless  to  a  true  and  lawful  brother,  after  due  Examination,  or  in 
just  and  Worshippfid  Lodge  of  Brothers  and  Fellows  well  met. 

"  *  I  furthermore  Promise  and  vow,  that  I  will  not  write  them,  print  them, 
mark  them,  carve  them,  or  engrave  them,  or  cause  them  to  be  written,  printed, 
marked,  carved,  or  engraved  on  wood  or  stone,  so  that  the  visible  character  or 
impression  of  a  letter  may  appear,  whereby  it  may  be  lawfully  obtained. 

**  •  All  this  under  no  less  penalty  than  to  have  my  throat  cut,  my  tongue  taken 
from  the  roof  of  my  mouth,  my  heart  plucked  from  under  my  left  breast,  the 
same  to  be  buried  in  the  sands  of  the  sea,  the  length  of  a  cable  rope  from  shore, 
where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours ;  and  my  body  burned 
to  ashes  and  scattered  upon  the  &ce  of  the  earth,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  more 
remembrance  of  me  among  Masons.     So  help  me  God.' " 

Henceforward  the  growth  of  the  organizations  may  be  traced  in  the 
frequent  notices  of  Masonic  meetings  which  appeared  in  the  public  prints, 
until  it  embraced  many  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  period. 

The  principal  historical  incident  of  1738,  was  the  memorable 
contest^  election  between  Adolphe  Philipse  and  Gerrit  Van 
Home,  in  connection  with  which  the  Jews  were  disfranchised.  Philipse, 
who  had  been  speaker  of  the  House  for  a  dozen  years,  lost  his  seat  in  the 
general  election  of  1737.  Grerrit  Van  Home,  one  of  the  members  elect 
from  the  city,  died  shortly  after,  and  a  special  election  was  held  to  fill 
the  vacancy.  CJomelius  Van  Home,  the  son  of  the  deceased,  was  the  can- 
didate in  opposition  to  Philipse ;  and  when  the  latter  was  declared  chosen, 
the  former  entered  a  complaint  of  dishonesty  in  the  counting  of  votes 
against  the  sheriff.  The  House  ordered  that  neither  Philipse  nor  Van 
Home  should  be  admitted  to  membership  until  the  sheriff  had  been  ex- 
amined. William  Smith  appeared  as  counsel  for  Van  Home,  and  Robert 
Murray  for  Philipse.  The  latter,  according  to  Parliamentary  usage,  moved 
for  a  scrutiny  of  votes.  This  was  carried,  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  the  con- 
trary, and  the  success  provoked  a  spirited  attack  upon  Alexander,  who  as 
a  member  of  the  Upper  House  could  not  rightfully  occupy  a  seat  in  the 
Lower  House.  Alexander  quickly  responded  that  he  had  not  acted  in 
oonncil  since  his  election,  and  was  ready  to  promise  not  to  do  so  during 
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the  continuance  of  the  Assembly;  whereupon  the  House  resolved,  that 
while  he  kept  his  pledge  he  was  duly  qualified,  but  that  upon  the  breach 
of  it  he  should  be  expelled. 

Philipse  and  Van  Home  were  directed  to  exchange  lists  of  questionable 
electors ;  the  sheriff  had  already  been  acquitted  of  fraud,  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned.  Smith  denied  the  qualification  of  the  Jews  as  electors^  some 
of  them  having  voted  for  Philipse.  A  singular  debate  on  the  subject  was 
the  result,  which  occupied  several  days.  Murray  urged  the  authority  of 
the  law  which  gave  the  suffrage  to  all  free-holders  of  competent  estates, 
not  excepting  ''  the  descendants  of  Abraham,  according  to  the  flesL'* 

Smith  —  whose  captivating  eloquence  equalled,  if  not  surpassed,  that  of 
Andrew  Hamilton,  and  was  possibly  not  excelled  by  even  that  of  Patrick 
Henry,  when  he  dethroned  the  reason  of  the  court  and  led  captive  the 
jury  in  the  great  tobacco  case  in  Virginia,  a  few  years  afterward — made  a 
speech  which  convinced  his  audience  that  the  honor  of  Christianity  and 
the  preservation  of  the  Constitution  was  at  stake.  It  was  delivered  in 
plain  and  vigorous  English,  and  with  the  assurance  .lud  confidence  that  is 
only  bom  of  power.  He  covered  all  the  possibilities  of  his  adversary's  case, 
reviewed  the  history,  and  expressed  the  most  tender  pity  for  the  Jews, 
revealed  a  knowledge  of  the  Bible  which  astonished  both  lawyers  aod 
representatives,  and  then  turned  to  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  and  so  patheti- 
cally described  the  bloody  tragedy  on  Mount  Calvary,  that  one  of  the 
members  cried  out  in  agony,  begging  him  to  desist,  declaring  his  convic- 
tion. Strong  men  wept ;  and  the  unfortunate  Israelites  were  content  to 
lose  their  votes,  could  they  escape  with  their  lives.  Such  was  the  effect 
of  this  remarkable  oratory,  that  the  massacre  of  every  Jew  in  Christendom 
for  the  ancestral  sin  of  crucifying  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  would  have  seemed 
at  the  moment,  in  the  minds  of  many,  as  not  only  just  and  proper,  but  a 
solemn  duty. 

After  some  little  delay,  the  House  decided,  1,  that  Jews  could  not 
vote ;  2,  that  non-resident  freeholders  had  a  right  to  vote  ;  3,  that  such  as 
were  freeholders  of  £40,  three  months  before  the  test  of  the  writ  of 
election,  were  voters ;  but,  4,  a  grantee  of  a  mortgage  in  fee  forfeited,  who 
has  been  in  possession  of  the  mortgaged  premises  for  several  years,  was 
declared  not  entitled  to  a  vote  by  virtue  of  such  mortgaga 

Although  the  Jews  were  denied  the  right  of  suffrage,  the  fact  that  non- 
resident freeholders  were  entitled  to  the  same,  gave  Philipse  the  final 
victory,  and  he  was  declared  a  member.  The  next  year  he  was  again 
chosen  speaker,  and  remained  in  the  chair  until  1745.  He  then  retired 
from  public  service,  being  eighty  years  of  age.  He  owned  about  twenty 
by  twelve  square  acres  of  land  in  Putnam  County,  and  thereabouts,  em- 
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bracing  Lake  Mahopac,  and  its  picturesque  suiToundings.  This  property 
was  let  out  to  such  as  would  come  aud  settle  on  it,  rent  free  for  a  few 
years.  Philipse  built  a  small  log-house  for  his  own  accommodation,  when- 
ever he  should  choose  to  make  the  fifty-mile  journey  from  New  York  to 
look  after  his  possessions.  He  actually  made  this  journey  in  1744,  then 
seventy-nine  years  of  age,  and  caused  the  first  road  to  be  laid  out  through 
his  twenty-mile  farm,  by  marking  trees  and  erecting  stakes.^ 

The  presence  of  Philipse  in  the  House  strengthened  the  conservative 
party,  and  caused  many  a  warm  discussion.  And  when  the  tempest 
within  was  abated  by  the  settlement  of  a  point,  a  tempest  without  gener- 
ally commenced,  for  the  Council  rarely  approved  of  any  Act  of  the  Lower 
House  without  first  embarrassing  it  with  a  variety  of  amendments.  The 
loss  altogether  of  certain  bills,  for  the  regulation  of  elections  and  feeing 
of  officials,  produced  great  dissatisfaction.  The  Assembly  finally  became 
stiflF  and  unyielding,  and  instead  of  complying  with  Clarke's  desire  for  the 
adoption  of  measures  which  would  provide  for  the  payment  of  salaries, 
and  the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  the 
colony,  it  resolved,  unanimously,  to  grant  no  supplies  on  the  principles 
advanced  by  the  lieutenant-governor. 

Clarke  was  indignant,  and  dissolved  the  body  "  for  taking,"  he  said, 
"such   presumptuous,  daring,  and   unprecedented  steps  that  he  ^ 

could  not  look  upon  it  but  .with  astonishment,  nor  could  he  with 
honor  suffer  their  authors  to  sit  any  longer." 

To  add  to  the  disagreeable  agitations  of  the  season,  the  Triennial  Act, 
which  passed  the  House  in  1737,  for  the  frequent  election  of  rep- 
resentatives to  serve  in  Greneral  Assembly,  and  for  the  frequent 
calling  and  meeting  of  the  (Jeneral  Assembly  so  elected,  was  repealed  by 
the  king. 

The  next  election  occurred  in  the  spring ;  in  the  choice  of  a  speaker, 
after  much  commotion,  Lewis  Morris,  Jr.,  was  set  aside,  in  favor 

1789 

of  Adolphe  Philipse.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr.,  was  a  much  younger 
man  than  his  rival,  being  only  forty-one.  He  was  strikingly  unlike  his 
father,  who  was  now  in  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  New  Jersey,  had  less 
forensic  ability,  rarely  indulged  in  offensive  sarcasm,  and  possessed  great 
suavity  of  manner,  with  genuine  humor.  As  a  politician  he  was  wary, 
self-reliant,  and  equal  to  any  emergency.  What  he  once  maintained  he 
would  never  abandon  or  lay  aside  for  an  instant.  He  avoided  speech- 
making,  but  when  driven  to  it  through  any  extraonJinary  excitement  he 
never  lacked  expression,  though  some  of  his  rhetorical  flights  were  re- 

1  He  died  in  1750,  and  his  estate  reverted  to  his  nephew,  the- second  Lord  of  the  Manor. 
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garded  as  pedantic,  and  his  pluck  almost  reached  audacity.  He  had  great 
gift  in  repartee,  and  was  singularly  entertaining  in  society.  He  was  a 
handsome  man,  bearing  a  striking  resemblance  in  face  and  figure  to  his 
grandfather,  James  Graham.^  He  married  for  his  first  wife  Trintie, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Staats.  His  elder  son,  Lewis,  was  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  his  second  son,  Staats  Long 
Morris,  adhered  to  the  crown  in  the  Revolution,  married  Lady  Catharine 
Gordon,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  and  widow  of  the  Duke  of 
Gordon,  and  died  a  full  general  in  the  British  army.  His  third  son,  Rich- 
ard, was  Chief  Justice  of  New  York  from  1779  to  1790.  He  married  for 
his  second  wife,  in  1746,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Gouvemeur.  Their 
son  was  the  celebrated  Grouvemeur  Morris,  United  States  Minister  to 
France  at  the  period  of  the  French  Revolution.* 

The  Twenty-Second  Assembly  was  as  unmanageable  as  its  predecessor. 
The  demand  for  a  permanent-supply  bill  was  met  by  an  obstinate  refusal 
The  autumn  session  was  held  in  a  small  house  on  the  bank  of  the 
Hudson,  two  miles  out  of  town,  on  account  of  the  small-pox,  which  was 
raging  in  the  city.  It  would  only  grant  annual  supplies  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  it  was  about  to  trench  yet  further  upon  the  royal  preroga- 
tive, by  insisting  upon  specific  applications  of  the  revenue,  indicated  by 
a  clause  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill 

Clarke  was  perplexed  indeed.  He  finally  prorogued  the  body 
for  a  few  days,  for  the  express  purpose,  he  said,  "  of  aflFording  the 
members  leisure  to  reflect  seriously  upon  the  line  of  duty  required  of  them 
by  the  exigencies  of  the  country."  He  then  brought  the  subject  before  the 
CoimciL  He  was  not  inclined  to  revive  old  animosities,  or  create  new  ones 
by  another  summary  dissolution.  The  Council  referred  the  question  to 
a  special  committee,  of  which  the  Hon.  Daniel  Horsemanden  was  chair- 
man. He  was  one  of  the  most  energetic  supporters  of  kingly  power ;  but, 
in  consequence  of  the  existing  posture  of  affairs,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
speedy  provision  for  the  public  purse,  the  committee  reported  unanimous- 
ly against  a  dissolution.  They  gave  their  opinion  "  that  the  Assembly, 
and  the  people  whom  they  represented,  had  the  disputed  point  so  much 
at  heart  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  business  with  them  unless  it 
was  conceded."    (Jovemor  Morris  of  New  Jersey  had  recently  established 

*  The  picture  of  Lewis  Morris,  son  of  Oovemor  Lewis  Morris,  was  erroneously  published  for 
that  of  his  father,  in  the  Volume  of  Papers  of  Chvemor  Lewis  Morris^  by  the  New  Jersey 
Historical  Society. 

*  In  the  possession  of  Mr.  Robert  Rutherford,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  the  family  BiUe 
of  Judge  Lewis  Morris  above  mentioned.  It  is  a  Dutch  folio,  bound  in  embossed  pig-skin, 
with  brass  clasps  and  comer-pieces,  illustrated  with  copper-plates,  and  bears  the  imprint  of 
Peter  Rotterdam  De  Jonge,  Dort  and  Amsterdam,  1714. 
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the  precedent  by  yielding  a  similar  point  to  the  L^slature  of  that  State ; 
should  a  dissolution  take  place,  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  the  next 
Assembly  would  be  less  tenacious  in  asserting  the  offensive  principle. 
And  the  lieutenant-governor  acquiesced.  A  better  state  of  feeling  was 
the  result ;  the  Assembly  made  various  appropriations  for  the  defense  of 
the  province,  in  view  of  a  threatened  rupture  with  Spain,  which  shortly 
after  occurred. 

John  Cruger  was  appointed  mayor  of  the  city  in  October.  He  was  an 
eminent  merchant,  who  had  resided  in  New  York  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  century.  He  married  Maria  Cuyler  in  1702.  He  was  held 
in  high  estimation  by  his  contemporaries;  was  chosen  successively  for 
twenty-two  years  —  from  1712  to  1733  —  alderman  of  the  Dock  Ward 
(now  the  First  Ward).  He  had  two  sons,  Henry  and  John,  the  latter  of 
whom  w^as  at  this  time  a  stirring  young  man  of  twenty-nine,  and  subse- 
quently became  one  of  the  most  trusted  officers  of  the  crown,  the  favorite 
representative  of  the  people,  mayor  of  the  city,  one  of  the  founders  and 
the  first  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  short,  the  central  figure 
among  the  remarkable  personages  of  that  eventful  colonial  period  just 
prior  to  the  birth  of  a  great  nation.  Henry  was  also  a  prominent  public 
character,  serving  in  the  Assembly  and  in  the  Council  for  many  years. 
Of  the  sons  of  the  latter,  John  Harris  Cruger  was  chamberlain  of  the^  city 
prior  to  the  Bevolution,  and  in  the  struggle,  remained  true  to  the  king 
and  became  a  distinguished  officer  in  De  Lancey*s  brigade ;  Henry  Cruger 
went  to  England  and  was  colleague  of  Edmund  Burke  in  Parliament,  and 
afterwards  mayor  of  Bristol;  and  Nicholas  Cruger  was  the  successful 
West  India  merchant  under  whose  patronage  Alexander  Hamilton  came 
to  this  country.  The  Crugers  were  large  ship-owners  engaged  in  general 
trade,  chiefly  with  Bristol  and  the  West  Indies.  Their  place  of  business 
was  on  Cruger's  Wharf,  east  of  Whitehall  Slip,  on  the  East  River.^ 

The  recorder  of  the  city  (from  1736  to  1747)  was  Daniel  Horsemanden, 
who  was  also  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  He  was  a  man  of  some  forty-five  years.  He  came 
to  New  York  with  (Jovemor  Cosby.  He  was  bom  in  Gouldhurst,  Kent 
County,  England.     His  education  and  natural  abilities  fitted  him  for 

1  The  family  of  Cniger  is  supposed  to  be  of  Danish  origin.  The  first  of  the  name  in  £ng- 
lend  are  repated  to  have  emigrated  from  the  continent  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  and 
wttled  in  Bristol,  where  uomerous  ancient  monuments  to  the  family  exist  in  the  churchyard 
to  the  cathedral  John  Cruger  was  the  earliest  of  the  name  in  New  York  ;  he  first 
in  169S,  as  supercargo  of  the  trading  ship,  The  Prophet  Daniel ^  Captain  Appel, 
vhieh  weighed  anchor  at  New  York,  bound  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  where  she  fell  into  the 
lands  of  piiatea,  —  a  misfortune  of  which  Cruger  published  a  curious  account  on  his  return. 
lUmmber  of  Comment  SeoortU,  pp.  5  - 18.     By  John  Austin  Stevens. 

87 


578  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

almost  any  station  in  life,  but  his  mind  was  tinctured  with  notions  ac- 
quired in  the  early  part  of  his  career,  long  before  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try, which  rendered  him  unfriendly  to  the  fair  development  of  colonial 
character.  He  was  hostile  to  Catholicism,  biased  in  favor  of  existing 
forms  of  government,  and  unreasonably  prejudiced  against  the  Dutch.  He 
became  in  course  of  time  (in  1763)  chief  justice  of  the  province.  But 
he  was  never  quite  equal  to  the  full  and  impartial  examination  of  fistcts 
and  circumstances  in  cases  where  party  interests  were  involved.  The 
office  of  city  recorder  was  his  reward  for  energetic  exertions  in  behalf 
of  Clarke  in  opposition  to  Van  DanL  His  subsequent  vicissitudes  of  for- 
tune were  many ;  he  was  at  one  time  in  the  depths  of  pecuniary  distress, 
through  his  suspension  from  all  offices  of  emolument  by  Grovemor  Clin- 
ton, but  an  advantageous  marriage  with  Mrs.  Vesey,  the  widow  of  the 
Eector  of  Trinity  Church,  saved  him  from  the  horrors  of  a  debtor's  prison 
and  he  was  finally  restored  to  the  bench  with  increased  consideratioa^ 

Grovernor  Lewis  Morris,  although  devoted  to  the  administration  of  New 
Jersey,  still  had  the  affairs  of  New  York  very  much  at  heart  His  letters 
to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  and  other  of  the  English  noblemen,  were  a  reve- 
lation in  themselves.  Speaking  of  the  people  in  either  province,  he  said 
they  were  permeated  by  insincerity  and  ignorance,  and  with  so  rooted  a 
jealousy  of  governors,  that  it  required  more  temper  and  skill  to  ruk 
wisely  than  fell  to  every  man's  share.  The  voters  who  made  the  Assem- 
bly could  not  always  read,  but  they  knew  enough  to  clamor  for  the  sole 
direction  of  the  government.  He  could  hardly  decide  whether  it  were 
better  to  attempt  to  drive  or  lead  them.  As  for  the  Assemblymen  them- 
selves, they  spent  the  lai^er  part  of  their  time  in  unprofitable  disputes. 
There  was  so  much  choler  among  them  that  they  shunned  the  conver- 
sation of  each  other  out  of  the  House,  in  about  the  same  ratio  that  thev 
failed  to  preserve  the  rules  of  common  decency  within.  If  a  bill  was  pro- 
posed, however  meritorious,  by  one  party,  the  other  opposed  it,  seemingly 
or  really,  for  opposition's  sake ;  and  both  sides  descended  to  downright 
scolding,  giving  the  lie,  threatening  to  spit  in  the  face,  and  often  getting 
together  by  the  eai-s.     Morris  said  he  made  these  little  unpleasantnesses 

^  Horsemanden  was  restored  to  his  place  on  the  bench  July  28,  1750,  and  resumed  his  seat 
in  the  Council  in  September,  1755.  Council  AfintUeSt  XXV.  On  the  resignation  of  Judge 
Chambers  in  1672,  he  was  ap|K>inted  second  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  chief  justice 
in  March,  1763.  He  was  the  last  chief  justice  of  New  York  as  a  province.  He  adhered  to 
the  royal  cause  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  one  of  the  nine  hundred 
and  forty-six  loyalists  who  presenti^cl  an  address  to  I>ord  Howe  in  1776,  and  on  the  same  day, 
he  addressed  Governor  Tryon  in  Iwhalf  of  the  same  persons.  Sabine,  He  died  in  1778.  lu 
his  will  he  made  several  bequests  for  public  objects,  chiefly  connected  with  Trinity  Church  ; 
£  500,  however,  were  be<|ueathed  to  King's  College. 
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rather  a  nutter  of  diversion  than  otherwise,  occasionally  expressing  sur- 
prise that  good  meo  should  think  so  ill  of  each  other.  He  was  friendly 
to  Clarke,  and  spoke  of  hiui  in  terms  of  commendation.  But  he  said  the 
latter  was  in  an  uiifortunat«  dilemma.  He  had  conducted  himself  in 
such  a  way  that  he  was  considered  one  of  the  most  artful  of  beings.  The 
party  who  supported  Cosl^  heheved  that  Clarke  had  been  the  director 
of  all  his  measures ;  and  when  Clarke  denied  the  charge  in  order  to  curry 
Csvor  with  the  opposition,  and  accredited  the  missteps  of  the  late  gov- 
ernor to  Mrs.  Cosby  (who  really  was  an  intriguing,  managing,  unprinci- 
pled woman,  and  doubtless  exerted  a  very  unhealthful  influence  over 
her  weak  husband),  be  gained  nothing,  while  he  lost  the  good-will  and 
fellowship  of  those  who  had  been  his  most  ardent  co-workeis ;  they  at 
firat  grew  cool  towards  him,  then  they  fell  to  upbraiding  him  in  private, 
and,  growing  more  free,  tinally  seemed  to  lose  patience  with  courtesy,  and 
attacked  him  in  all  companies,  finding;  fault  with  his  acta  and  measures, even 
descending  to  a  pitch  of  rudeness  unpardonable  in  the  superlative  degree, 
which  it  must  have  been  difficult 
indeed  to  have  overlooked  Peter 
De  Lancey,  the  son-in-law  of  Dr. 
Colden,  and  brother  to  the  chief 
justice,  meeting  Clarke  one  day 
close  by  the  fort  wall,  expressed 
himself  in  terms  of  the  most  con- 
temptuous abuse,  because  of  cer- 
tain recent  proceedings  attributed 
to  the  inflaence  of  "his  Excel- 
lency," notwithstanding  that 
Mis.  Clarke  and  her  daughter 
were  walking  upon  the  ramparts 
of  the  fort,  within  hearing  of  his  ungracious  utterances.  The  opposition 
interpreted  Clarke's  indifference  to  such  attacks  as  sheer  pretense.  They 
T^arded  the  whole  as  a  sort  of  mysterious  blind  for  their  eyea  Sus- 
picion had  not  only  taken  deep  root  hot  flourished. 

A  traveler  passing  through  New  York  not  far  from  this  period  gives 
a  humorous  account  of  how  he  was  entertained  by  the  different  political 
parties.  He  dined  with  some  of  the  prominent  "  courtiers,"  who  called 
everybody  black  except  themselves.  "  Fine  times  for  a  Dutch  mob  to 
judge  of  prerogatives  ! "  said  one.  "  These  Dutchmen  will  fancy  by  and 
by  ^bat  they  are  in  Holland,  and  treat  us  like  a  parcel  of  burgomasters ! " 
exclaimed  another;  and  thus  the  banquet  was  enliveued  to  the  end.  He 
thoQ^t  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  go  among  the  no-party  men,  but. 
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although  the  evening  commenced  propitiously,  he  soon  discovered,  to  his 
surprise,  that  they  were  as  violent "  courtiers  "  as  any  he  had  ever  seen.  He 
was  invited  to  a  club  consisting  of  both-party  men,  and  thought  they  would 
have  devoured  each  other  before  they  separated  He  spent  an  evening 
with  some  Zengerites,  whose  discourse  was  peppered  with  invectives 
against  the  "courtiers/'  whom  they  considered  the  common  enemies  of 
mankind  He  almost  became  a  convert  to  the  opinion  that  no  man  could 
have  good  sense  —  he  must  be  a  fool  or  a  rascal  —  if  he  difTered  from  his 
neighbor  on  any  of  the  topics  of  the  day.  But  he  had  yet  to  make  the 
acquaintance  of  the  "  Prudents,"  those  who  in  their  hearts  were  resolved 
to  court  the  rising  power,  without  giving  umbrage  to  the  minority.  Their 
maxim  was,  "  Differ  with  no  one  who  has  the  power  to  injure  you,"  He 
thought  the  maxim  tended  too  much  towards  depriving  men  of  their 
liberty ;  and  that  the  "  Prudents  "  themselves  were  monotonous  boxes. 
He  finally  resolved  to  visit  the  ladies.  Alas !  they  were  more  zealous 
politicians  than  the  gentlemen.  He  found  "  courtiers,"  and  "  Zengerites," 
no-party  women,  both-party  women,  and  "  Prudents  " ;  and  they  were,  as 
he  expressed  himself,  "  as  warm  as  scalloped  oysters  in  their  discussions, 
although  exceptionally  good-mannered" 

It  was  during  the  year  1739  that  a  market-house,  forty-two  feet  long 
by  twenty-five  broad,  arose  in  the  middle  of  Broadway,  on  the  site  of  the 
old  wagon-stand,  opposite  Liberty  Street.  It  was  an  improvement,  al- 
though progress  soon  converted  it  into  a  hideous  deformity  as  far  as  the 
street  was  concerned  Trinity  Churchyard  was  about  the  same  time  en- 
larged and  beautified 

Just  north  of  Trinity  Church  was  the  elegant  De  Lancey  mansion,  which 
was  subsequently  converted  into  the  City  Hotel  It  was  an  inmiense 
edifice,  encircled  by  balconies,  with  a  wide  piazza  reaching  the  entire 
length  of  the  rear  of  the  house.  The  water  view  from  this  point,  with  the 
Jersey  shores  and  heights  reaching  far  into  the  distant  horizon,  was  mag- 
nificent The  highly  cultivated  grounds  ran  down  to  the  water's  ed^ 
and  Thames  Street  was  the  alley- way  of  the  property.  It  was  the  resi- 
dence of  Hon,  Stephen  (Etienne)  De  Lancey,  and,  after  his  death,  of  his 
son,  Chief  Justice  James  De  Lancey.  It  was  where  the  beautiful  Susanna 
De  Lancey  was  courted,  and  married  to  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Wanen ;  and 
where  her  still  more  captivating  sister,  Ann,  was  united  in  wedlock  to 
Hon.  John  Watts. 
1740.  In  the  spring  of  1740,  Mrs.  Clarke,  the  wife  of  the  lieutenant- 
^^7'^'  governor,  died,  and  her  remains  were  tenderly  deposited  in  Trinity 
ChurcL  She  was  r^arded  with  enthusiastic  affection  by  the  people  of 
New  York,  and  the  whole  city  was  throvm  into  the  deepest  afiliction.    Her 
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generosity  to  the  poor  had  given  her  the  title  of  "  Lady  Bountiful,"  and, 
on  the  day  of  her  funeral,  the  corporation  ordered, ''  that,  as  it  was  a  pleas- 
sure  to  her  in  life  to  feed  the  hungry,  a  loaf  of  bread  should  be  given  to 
every  poor  person  who  would  receive  it"  ^ 

Ever  since  the  horrible  affair  of  1712,  the  citizens  of  New  York  had 
been  more  or  less  afraid  of  the  negro  slaves,  who  comprised  so  large  a  part 
of  the  population  of  the  city.  Stringent  measures  had  been  adopted  from 
time  to  time  to  keep  them  under  surveillance ;  if  tl^ree  negroes  were  at 
any  time  seen  together,  the  penalty  was  forty  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  and 
if  a  n^ro  was  seen  walking  with  a  club  in  his  hand,  outside  of  his  master's 
grounds,  he  was  sure  to  receive  a  like  number  of  lashes.  The  colored 
people  would  steal ;  they  seemed  to  have  no  moral  ideas  beyond  the  pun- 
ishment awaiting  them,  and  were  constantly  being  detected  in  petty  thefts, 
and  subjected  to  the  barbarous  treatment  characteristic  of  the  times. 

Things  grew  worse  instead  of  better,  until  the  "  Negro  Plot "  made 
the  year  1741  memorable  in  history. 

On  the  28th  of  February  the  house  of  Eobert  Hogg,  comer  of 
Broad  and  South  William  Streets,  was  robbed.  Mary  Burton,  an 
indented  servant  to  a  tavern-keeper  of  low  character,  in  gossiping  with  a 
neighbor,  said  her  employer  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  and  secreting 
stolen  goods  in  his  house.  This  roaching  the  ears  of  the  city  magistrates, 
the  whole  family  wero  arrested,  and  committed  for  trial ;  as  also  two  ne- 
groes. Prince  and  Csesar,  who  were  accused  of  the  robbery. 

One  day  about  noon,  some  three  weeks  later,  the  governor's 
house  in  the  fort  —  occupied  by  Clarke  —  was  suddenly  discovered 
to  be  on  fire,  which,  together  with  the  little  chapel,  secretary's  oflSce,  and 
several  adjoining  buildings,  was  totally  consumed.     The  accident  was  at 
the  time  supposed  to  be  the  result  of  the  carelessness  of  a  plumber,  who 
had  left  fire  in  a  gutter  between  the  house  and  the  chapeL 

But,  within  the  following  week,  the  chimney  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  War- 
ren's house  took  fire  one  morning;  it  was  extinguished,  however,  with 
slight  damage.  Then  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  store-house  of  Winant  Van 
Zradt,  which  was  charged  to  the  heedlessness  of  a  smoker.  Three  days 
subsequently  the  hay  in  a  cow-stable  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Quick  was 
discovered  burning.  The  alarm  was  sounded,  and  the  flames  suppressed. 
Before  the  people  had  reached  their  homes  there  was  a  fifth  alarm  ;  a  fire 
was  emanating  from  between  two  beds  in  the  loft  of  a  kitchen  occupied 
by  two  n^Toes,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Thompson.  The  next  morning  coals 
w^re  found  under  a  haystack  near  a  coach-house  in  Broadway.  The  fol- 
lowing day  a  fire  burst  forth  from  the  house  of  Sergeant  Bums  opposite 

1  New  York  Gazette,  May  26,  1740. 
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the  fort ;  and  a  few  hours  later,  the  roof  of  Mr.  Hilton's  house  near  the 
Fly  Market  was  discovered  on  fire,  and,  on  the  same  afternoon,  Colonel 
Frederick  Philipse's  storehouse  was  all  ablaze. 

The  coincidence  of  circumstances  seemed  to  render  it  certain  that  some 
if  not  all  of  these  fii*es  were  the  effect  of  design,  and  suspicion  fell  upon 
the  negroes.  The  wholesale  alarm  induced  many  of  the  citizens  to  remove 
their  goods  and  valuables  to  places  of  safety  beyond  the  city  limits ;  while 
every  colored  individual  who  could  not  tell  a  straight  story  was  lodged 
in  jaiL 

On  the  11th  of  April  the  Common  Council  oflfered  a  reward  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  and  a  full  pardon,  to  any  conspirator  who 
would  reveal  his  knowledge  of  the  plot,  which  was  now  believed  to  exist 
among  the  negroes,  for  burning  the  city  and  efifecting  a  general  revolutioa 
The  negroes  were  examined  without  eliciting  any  facts,  and  the  city  was 
searched  for  strangers  and  suspicious  persons  without  success. 

Finally  the  prisoners  were  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court,  Judges 
Philipse  and  Horseinanden  presiding.  The  grand  jury  on  this 
*  occasion  were,  Robert  Watts,  foreman,  Jeremiah  Latouche,  Joseph 
Read,  Anthony  Rutgers,  John  Cruger,  Jr.,  John  McEvers,  Adonijah 
Schuyler,  Abraham  De  Peyster,  John  Merrit,  David  Provoost,  Abraham 
Ketteltas,  Henry  Beekmau,  Rene  Hett,  David  Van  Home,  Winant  Van 
Zandt,  Greorge  Spencer,  and  Thomas  Duncan.  The  proclamation  of  par- 
don and  reward  was  read  to  Mary  Burton;  after  much  persuasion  she 
testified  that  meetings  of  negroes  had  been  held  at  her  master's  house, 
and  that  they  had  a  plan  to  bum  the  fort  and  city,  afler  which  her  master 
was  to  be  king,  and  Caesar  governor ;  that  Cuff  Philipse  ^  used  to  say  that 
some  people  hail  too  much  and  others  too  little,  but  that  the  time  was 
coming  when  master  Philipse  would  have  less  and  Cuff  more.  She 
swore,  however,  at  that  time  that  she  never  saw  any  white  person  present 
when  the  negroes  talked  of  burning  the  town,  except  her  master  and 
mistress,  and  Peggy  Carey.  The  latter  was  a  woman  of  questionable  repu- 
tatioa  She  was  next  examined ;  but  denied  all  knowledge  of  the  fires, 
and  said  she  eoultl  not  accuse  any  one  without  telling  a  falsehood.  She 
was  convicted  of  having  receiveil  and  secreted  the  stolen  goods,  and  sen- 
tenced to  death.  Terrified,  she  begged  for  a  second  examination,  and 
grasping  the  means  of  rescue  that  had  lieen  previously  offered  to  her,  she 
made  a  startling  confession,  implicating  many  persons,  who  were  imme- 
diately arrested  on  her  evidence ;  but  her  stories  were  apparently  invented 
to  save  herself  from  the  gallows,  and  the  magistrates  were  incredulous. 

^  The  negroes  were  familiarly  called  by  the  surnames  of  their  masten. 
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She  was  executed,  and  with  her  dying  speech  pronounced  all  her  former 
confessions  "  lies." 

In  the  mean  time  several  fires  had  occurred  at  Hacldnsack,  New  Jersey, 
and  two  n^roes,  condemned  as  incendiaries,  were  burned  at  the  stake 
in  a  most  horrible  manner. 

Csesar  and  Prince  were  the  next  victims.    They  denied  all  knowl- 
edge of  the  conspiracy  to  the  last,  although  they  confessed  to  the 
stolen  goods.    The  terrified  n^roes  began,  to  criminate  each  other 
a]X)n  all  sides,  hoping  thus  to  save  themselves  from  the  dreadful  death 
which  awaited  them.     Many  more  were  arrested.     The  details  of  the 
several  trials  and  executions  are  too  sickening  for  repetition.    The  tav- 
ern-keeper and  his  wife  were  hung  on  the  12th  of  June,  their, 
conviction  and  condemnation  resting  on  the  sole  evidence  of  the 
girl  Mary  Burton.     Several  other  executions  presently  followed.    The 
burnings  at  the  stake  were  enough  to  make  humanity  shudder. 

On  the  19th  of  June  the  lieutenant-governor  issued  a  pardon 
to  all  who  would  confess  and  reveal  the  names  of  their  accomplices, 
before  the  ensuing  1st  day  of  July.     Upon  this  the  accusations  multiplied 
with  frightful  rapidity.     Mary  Burton  suddenly  remembered  that  John 
Ury,  a  Catholic  priest  and  a  school-teacher  in  the  city,  had  been  con- 
cerned.    The  evidence  received  against  this  unhappy  man  can  only  find 
its  parallel  in  the  annals  of  the  Salem  witchcraft     He  was  condemned 
to  the  gallows  and  suffered  on  the  29th  of  August,  proclaiming  his 
innocence  to  the  last     Many  white  people  were  arrested ;  finally,    '**" 
Mary  Burton,  grown  bolder  by  success,  began  to  implicate  persons  of  con- 
sequence.    This  startled  the  government,  and  a  stop  was  put  to  all  further 
prooeedinga 

But  the  catalogue  of  victims  had  already  been  fearful.  One  hundred 
and  fifty-four  negroes  had  been  imprisoned,  of  whom  fourteen  were  burned 
at  the  stake,  eighteen  hanged,  two  gibbeted,  seventy-one  transported,  and 
the  rest  pardoned  or  discharged  for  want  of  proof.  Twenty-four  white 
persons  were  tried  and  imprisoned,  four  of  whom  were  among  the  exe- 
cuted. 

Ury  was  tried  not  only  as  a  conspirator,  but  for  ofiiciating  as  a  Popish 
priest,  under  the  law  of  the  colony  passed  in  1700,  for  the  purpose  of 
driving  the  French  missionaries  from  the  Indian  country,  and  was  con- 
victed on  both  indictmenta  A  letter  from  General  Oglethorpe,  the  vis- 
ionaiy  Lycuigus  of  Georgia,  to  the  lieutenant-governor,  gave  weight  to 
the  suspicions  against  the  poor  fellow.  It  had  been  discovered  that  some 
Spanish  Catholic  slaves,  lately  captured  and  sold  in  the  city  at  public 
vendue,  were  accomplices  in  the  plot     Oglethorpe  wrote  that  he  was  in 
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poaeession  of  private  intelligence  to  the  eflect  that  the  Spaniards  had 
employed  emissaries  to  bum  all  the  towns  of  any  note  in  English  Xoith 
America,  in  order  to  prevent  the  subsistii^  c^  the  great  naval  expedition 
bound  for  the  West  Indies,  and  that  many  priests  were  employed  as  aid$ 
in  the  infernal  project,  who  were  expected  to  gain  access  to  &inilies  as 
physicians,  dancii^-masters.  etc.  The  fate  of  Ury  was  lamented  after 
it  was  too  late :  and  when  the  CMmmunity  was  restored  to  its  right  mind, 
and  became  eon\'inced  that  the  conspiraey  only  existed  in  the  imagina- 
tioo.  excepting  as  fieu'  as  ntigrt^s  were  desirous  of  creatiiu;  alarms,  to  en- 
able them  to  commit  thefts  with  m<L*re  ea^,  the  proeeedii^  against  him 
were  generally  condemned  as  harsh.  crueL  and  unjust  There  was  no 
resisting  the  whirlwind  when  every  man  thought  he  was  in  danger  fiom 
a  foe  in  his  own  bouse.  A  pAnic  seized  the  whole  population  which 
produced  efiects  similar  to  the  terror  which  drove  men  mad  respecting 
witches  and  witchcraft  in  both  Europe  and  America,  and  which  made  all 
England  insane  in  the  time  of  Titus  Oates.  A  woman  testified  in  boort 
one  day,  that  she  saw  three  negroes  walking  up  Broadway  (at  the  time 
the  fires  were  occurring  with  the  greatest  frequency),  and  one  of  them 
threw  up  his  hands  and  with  a  chuckling  laugh  said,  ^  Fiie,  fire,  scorch, 
scorch  a  little.  —  damn  it  by  ami  by !  ^  The  judges  and  the  jury  esteemed 
such  evidence  overwhelming.  The  Assembly  caught  the  infection.  It 
was  in  session  while  these  trageiiies  were  being  enacted  in  the  oourtrroom 
and  under  the  broad  blue  skies.  It  thanked  the  officers  who  were  the 
most  active  and  vigorous  in  detecting  supposed  criminals,  and  passed 
severer  laws  against  the  slaves. 

The  perjured  ilar>'  Burton  received  the  £  100  which  had  been  prom- 
ised. Her  various  statements  should  have  rendered  her  whole  testimony 
imworthy  of  credit.  It  is  probable  that  the  fear  of  death  and  the  hope 
of  pardon  induced  many  who  were  not  guilty  to  make  confessionsL  The 
negroes  were  afraid  of  each  other,  and  each  wanted  to  be  first  at  the  con- 
fessional They  had  no  defense  nor  legal  advice,  and  their  total  igno- 
rance led  them  into  such  singular  behavior,  in  many  instances,  as  to  insure 
almost  certain  condemnation. 

When  the  danger  seemed  to  have  |<issetl,  a  day  was  set  apart 
by  the  lieutenant-governor  for  genend  tbanksgi>'ing. 

Clarke's  power  over  the  Assembly  diminished  as  months  rolled  on.  In 
his  address  on  the  18th  of  September,  he  said,  '*  It  is  high  time  for  yoa 
to  make  provision  for  rebuilding  the  house,  chapel,  barracks,  and  other 
edifices  in  the  fort  which  were  destroved  bv  the  late  fire  kindled  as  the 
horrid  result  of  an  execrable  conspiraev  to  bum  this  whole  town  and  to 
destroy  the  people,  which  nothing  but  a  Divine  ProWdence  hindered 


THE   WAR  WITH  SPALV.  585 

from  being  faUy  executed,  nor  do  I  think  we  ought  now  to  rest  in  such 
supine  security  as  to  be  careless  of  our  present  and  future  safety :  where- 
fore I  think  it  necessary  that  you  pass  some  good  law  for  the  proper  regu- 
lation of  military  night-watches."  The  war  with  Spain  involved  many 
expenses.  It  seemed  as  if  the  purse  of  New  York  was  constantly  assailed 
for  warlike  outlays  in  one  direction  and  another.  Hitherto  the  French 
and  Indians  had  almost  driven  the  Province  to  bankruptcy.  Now  Eng- 
land had  involved  herself  in  bloody  controversy  with  a  great  power,  and 
dutiful  New  York  must  contribute  to  the  sending  of  expeditions  to  the 
West  Indies  and  elsewhere.  "  It  may  enrich  you  beyond  all  other  means 
that  can  be  devised,"  said  Clarke,  coaxingly ;  "  for  conquests  in  that  direc- 
tion will  increase  your  trade  and  navigation" 

However  much  such  arguments  influenced  the  House  in  its  appropria- 
tions for  the  war,  Clarke  could  not  accomplish  a  settlement  of  the  revenue 
as  he  desired.  It  responded  haughtily  to  his  address.  He  wrote  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade  that  the  Assembly  had  unmasked.  He  said  it  was  more 
than  ever  determined  to  give  the  revenue  only  from  year  to  year.  He 
also  warned  the  Lords  against  an  address  which  the  Council  had  drafted 
and  signed,  praying  the  king  to  furnish  money  for  the  rebuilding  of  the 
house,  chapel,  barracks,  secretary's  office,  etc.,  in  the  fort;  the  plea  of 
poverty  he  pronounced  false,  the  province  never  having  been  in  as  flour- 
ishing a  condition  as  at  present,  and  there  was,  in  his  opinion,  no  province 
in  America  less  burdened  with  public  expenditures. 

One  of  the  most  important  acts  of  this  session  was  that  of  intro- 
ducing the  English  practice  of  balloting  for  jurors.  Clarke  had  formerly 
recommended  it,  which  was  the  very  reason  why  it  had  been  sup- 
pressed until  now.  It  was  a  useful  law,  although,  like  many  others 
of  that  decade,  expressed  ambiguously,  and  subjected  to  more  than 
one  interpretation.  The  honor  of  penning  it  was  claimed  by  both  De 
Lancey  and  Horsemanden,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  result  of  a 
joint  effort 

Clarke  was  never  indifferent  at  any  time  to  the  Indian  affairs  of  the 
colony.  The  Rev.  Henry  Barclay,^  afterwards  rector  of  Trinity  Church, 
was  laboring  as  a  missionary  among  the  Mohawks,  and  the  sachems  peti- 
tioned the  governor  for  a  new  chapeL  Clarke  invited  the  attention  of  the 
Assembly  to  the  subject  in  vain.     The  reply  he  received  was  that  if 

^  Rer.  Heniy  Barclay,  D.  D.,  was  a  native  of  Albany,  and  a  graduate  of  Tale  CoUege  in 

ITSi.     He  receired  orden  in  England.     He  was  several  years  in  the  Mohawk  conntry,  and 

then  came  to  New  York.     The  translation  of  the  liturgy  into  the  Mohawk  language  was  made 

mdcr  bis  direetioD,  and  that  of  Rev.  W.  Andrews  and  Rev.  J.  Ogilvie.     Rev.  J.  Ogilvie  auc- 

eeeded  him  in  his  mission,  and  also  as  rector  of  Trinity  Church.     Mr.  Barclay  died  in  1765. 

37 
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the  Christian  converts  were  increasing  among  the  Indians,  the  funds 
required  for  a  new  chapel  should  be  raised  by  private  contributions. 

An  approaching  rupture  with  France  was  confidently  apprehended; 
hence  a  grand  council  of  the  Confederates  was  held  at  Albany  for  the 
purpose  of  strengthening  these  important  allies  in  their  regard  for  the 
people  of  New  York.  Clarke  uiged  the  chiefs  to  prevent  their  young 
men  from  being  enticed  to  join  tribes  in  the  interests  of  the  French. 
''  When  united/'  he  said,  "  you  are  like  a  strong  rope,  made  of  many 
strings  and  threads  twisted  together,  but  when  separated  are  weak  and 
easily  broken."  This  council  terminated  amicably,  and  the  Indians,  well 
laden  with  presents,  returned  to  their  homes,  professing  friendship  for 
Corlear  (the  governor)  which  was  to  endure  so  long  as  the  Great  Spirit 
should  cause  the  grass  to  grow  and  the  water  to  run.  Notwithstanding 
such  good  resolutions,  it  was  well  understood  that  confidence  might  be 
placed  in  these  forest  kings  only  while  no  circumstance  awakened  their 
slumbering  jealousy. 

A  short  time  before.  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren  (then  Captain 
Warren)  had  purchased  an  immense  estate  in  the  Mohawk  coun- 
try. He  was  the  younger  son  of  a  British  naval  officer  of  the  ancient  and 
honorable  family  of  Warren,  in  Warrentown,  county  of  Down,  Ireland.  He 
had  been  trained  to  the  nautical  profession,  and  in  the  summer  of  1727 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Oraflon^  one  of  the  four  ships  of 
the  line  sent  out  under  Sir  George  Walton  to  join  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
then  in  the  Mediterranean  command.  He  was  shortly  transferred  to  the 
SoUbay  frigate,  and  sent  to  the  West  Indies  with  orders  touching  upon 
the  preliminaries  of  peace  between  England  and  Spain.  Betuming  to 
London,  he  was  appointed  commander  of  the  Leopard,  of  fifty  guns,  which 
position  he  held  until  1735.  After  the  rupture  with  Spain  (in  1741)  he 
was  in  command  of  the  Squirrel,  a  twenty-gun  ship,  and  afterwards  suc- 
cessively of  the  Launceton  of  forty  guns,  and  the  Superbe  of  sixty  guns, 
and  in  1743  was  commodore  of  a  squadron. 

It  was  during  Cosby's  administration  that  he  became  especially  inter- 
ested in  New  York,  and  from  the  time  of  his  marriage  with  the  sister  of 
Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  made  his  home  in  the  city. 

A  tour  of  adventure  into  the  wilderness  resulted  in  a  trade  with  the 
Indians  for  the  tract  of  land  above-named.  At  his  instance  the  son  of  his 
sister,  William  Johnson, —  afterwards  Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart,  —  then 
a  young  man  of  twenty-three,  came  to  this  country  to  superintend  the  im- 
provement of  this  wild  property.^ 

^  Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart.,  was  the  elder  son  of  Christopher  Johnson  and  Anne  Warren, 
of  Warrentown,  county  of  Down,  Ireland.     He  w.as  bom  in  1715.     His  early  edncation  is  in- 
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Young  Johnson  was  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune  and  subsequent 
fame.  He  succeeded  from  the  b^;inning  in  winning  the  confidence  and 
affection  of  the  Indians.  He  formed  a  settlement  upon  the  estate  of  his 
ande ;  kept  a  small  country-store ;  encouraged  trade  of  every  description ; 
rode  fifteen  miles  to  mill,  with  his  bag  of  grain,  on  horseback ;  visited  the 
sachems  in  their  castles,  and  the  common  people,  both  whites  and  Indians, 
in  their  huts ;  and  mingled  in  all  their  rustic  sports.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  industrious  of  mea  His  style  of  living  was  plain,  his  figure  robust 
and  commanding,  and  his  bodily  health  perfect  Warren  sent  from  New 
York  and  Boston  such  goods  as  were  chiefly  salable,  —  rum,  axes,  wrought- 
iion,  etc.,  —  and  directed  the  planting  of  orchards,  which  he  said  would 
not  hinder  the  growth  of  grass  or  Indian  com,  since  the  trees  should  be 
]daced  at  a  great  distance  from  each  other.  He  also  suggested  that  fields 
should  be  laid  out  in  exact  squares,  with  hedge-rows  on  each  side  to  keep 
the  land  warm,  and  please  the  eye,  and  that  shrubs  and  flowers  should 
be  planted  for  ornament.  He  directed  his  nephew  to  keep  well  with  all , 
mankind,  act  honorably  and  honestly,  refrain  from  being  notional,  and  to 
be  specially  careful  to  say  nothing  about  the  badness  of  the  patroon's 
horses,  for  it  might  be  taken  amiss ;  adding  "  he  [the  patroon  of  Albany] 
is  a  near  relation  of  my  wife,  and  may  have  it  in  his  power  very  much  to 
serve  you." 

Erelong  Johnson  commenced  the  cultivation  of  a  landed  estate  of  his 
own,  and  secured  a  valuable  water-power  upon  which  he  erected  a  saw- 
milL  This  led  to  no  inattention  as  far  as  the  affairs  of  his  uncle  were 
concerned.  He  was  equal  to  the  management  of  a  multiplicity  of  enter- 
prises. From  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  furs  and  small  wares,  he  became  an 
extensive  merchant,  a  government  contractor,  a  general  in  the  armies  of 
New  York,  and  a  baronet  of  the  British  realm,  with  possessions  exceeding 
any  of  the  nobles  of  Europe.  He  was  the  hero  alike  of  histoiy  and  ro- 
mance ;  his  character  has  furnished  the  basis  for  many  a  weird  tale,  and 
has  been  invested  with  all  manner  of  ingredients.^  His  peculiar  relations 
and  influence  with  the  Indians  rendered  him  a  tower  of  strength  when 
the  French  again  set  about  the  conquest  of  New  York  with  iron  determi- 
nation ;  and  his  intimate  connection  with  public  affairs  during  the  thirty 
years  prior  to  the  Bevolution  has  given  him  a  high  place  among  the  per- 

volrvd  in  tome  myttery,  bat  from  the  invoices  of  books  which  he  ordered  from  time  to  time 
lor  hit  priTrnte  libmy,  through  hia  correspondents  in  London,  and  from  his  correct  use  of  the 
French  and  Latin  language  in  his  correspondence,  it  is  presumed  that  he  received  a  University 
eonrw  of  inatmction. 

1  CkrywaX  ;  or,  Tke  Adoentures  of  a  Guinea^  by  Charles  Johnson,  Vol.  111.,  Book  11.,  Chape. 
1.  i,  S.  The  DfUekmiOiit  Firesidt,  by  Paulding.  The  Gipxey,  by  G.  P.  R.  James.  The 
■tire  in  CkrffmU  is  an  exaggeration  of  the  errors  in  the  baronet's  life. 
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sonages  of  the  period.     The  maasive  stone  maosion  vhi<dt  he  eraoted  Mid 
fortified,  was  ever  afterward  known  as  Johnson  Hall 

At  one  time  a  Mohawk  chieftain  coveted  a  nev  scarlet  coat  tzimmad 
with  gold  lace,  which  Sir  William  had  just  received  from  London.  H» 
hesitated  only  a  day  or  two  before  calling  at  Johnson  Hall  in  the  fajwilw 
manner  which  Johnson  had  himself  inaugurated,  and  said  he  had 
"dreamed  a  dream."  He  had  dreamed  that  Uie  grand  kni^t  gave  him 
his  fine  red  coat  Sir  William  understood  the  s^tficance  of  the  hint, 
and,  in  tender  consideration  of  his  own  popularity,  gave  the  chidtain  the 
much-desired  treasure. 
But  Sir  William  presently  dreamed  a  dreara.  He  went  to  see  the  chief- 
tain, and  related  it  to  him.  He 
had  dreamed  that  the  chieftain 
and  hia  council  gave  him  a 
large  tract  of  land,  designating 
the  boundary  with  geographi- 
cal precision,  from  such  a  trae 
to  such  a  rivulet  The  gift 
was  made,  but  the  old  IniUan 
said, "  Ugh !  I  no  dream  anj 
more.  White  chief  dieam 
better  than  Indian." 

Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warm 
purchased  a  considerable  e^ 
tate    on    Manhattan    Island, 
which  was  called  Greenwich. 
He  built  upon  it  a  country- 
mansion,  (which  stood  for  nearly  a  century,)  at  about  the  comer  whrae 
Fourth  intersects  Perry  Street,  overlooking  the  Hudson,  and  laid  out  and 
beautified  extensive  grounds. 

The  Indian  name  of  the  point  of  land  was  Sapokanigaa  The  mansion, 
which  was  elegant  in  its  appointments,  was  afterwards  the  residence  of 
Abraham  Van  Nest. 

The  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  in  New  York  was  a  subject  which  agi- 
tated men  of  science  all  over  the  country.  Dr.  Colden  had  long  since  re- 
linquished the  practice  of  medicine,  except  among  his  immediate  friends, 
but  his  love  for  the  profession  induced  him  to  contribute  valuable  addi- 
tions to  the  medical  literature  of  the  day.  He  waa  the  fit3t  to  introduce 
into  the  country  what  he  called  "  the  cool  management "  of  the  small-pox, 
in  which  he  was  more  successful  than  any  other  physician  in  America. 
Id  1742  be  made  it  his  special  business  tu  study  into  the  features  and 
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progress  of  the  yellow  fever  in  this  latitude,  and  wrote  an  interesting 
paper,  carefully  pointing  out  local  circumstances  which  inci*eased  its  vio- 
lence.^ He  recommended  remedies  which  proved  efficacious  in  a  multi- 
tude of  cases,  and  sanitary  measures  which  were  so  prolific  in  results  that 
the  Common  Council  of  New  York  tendered  him  a  vote  of  thanks. 

A  governor  for  New  York  had  been  for  some  time  foreshadowed. 
Clarke's  seven  years  of  rule  terminated  iugloriously.  The  conces- 
sion by  which  he  allowed  the  Assembly  to  prescribe  the  disposition  of 
supplies  granted  —  hitherto  the  legal  prerogative  of  the  crown  —  appeased 
the  popular  party  only  for  a  short  time.  The  governed  are  rarely  satis- 
fied with  concessions;  each  successful  demand  increases  the  clamor  for 
more.  It  was  thus  in  the  experience  of  the  lieutenant-governor.  The 
Assembly  claimed  the  right  to  appoint  its  own  treasurer.  As  soon  as 
this  was  conceded,  there  was  a  strenuous  effort  made  to  secure  the  privi- 
lege of  choosing  the  aitditor-general,  failing  in  which,  the  salary  of  that 
officer  was  withheld.  And  it  was  with  sullen  disregard  that  all  of 
Clarke's  later  speeches  urging  for  appropriations  were  received.  The 
House,  for  several  months  prior  to  the  rising  of  the  new  sun,  accomplished 
little  except  an  Act  for  securing  Oswego,  and  another  providing  for  the 
ordinary  supplies  and  salaries  of  the  year.  And  the  counselors  at  the 
same  time  were  quite  ready  to  welcome  a  new  potentate.* 

Admiral  George  Clinton  arrived.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife 
and  several  childcen.  He  was  a  younger  son  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  and  had  been  described  as  a  man  of  talent  and  liberality. 
He  was  conlially  received.  He  landed  near  the  new  Battery,  and  at 
the  moment  of  his  placing  his  foot  upon  New  York  soil,  the  guns  of  the 
fort,  and  of  the  Zoo  (the  vessel  which  had  brought  him  to  these  shores) 
spoke  loudly  and  well.  He  was  met  by  the  Council,  a  fine  group  of  dig- 
nified men,  and  by  the  mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  city,  the  militia, 
and  many  of  the  principal  citizens.  After  a  ceremonious  greeting  he  was 
conducted  to  the  governor's  house  in  tlie  fort,  the  way  being  lined  with  sol- 
diers in  full  dress.  After  being  refreshed  with  burgundy,  champagne,  and 
other  wines,  the  distinguished  procession  moved  to  the  City  Hall,  where 
his  commission  as  governor  of  New  York  was  duly  published,  and  the 
usual  oaths  administered. 

Clinton  had  spent  -his  life  thus  far  in  the  navy.  He  was  easy,  good- 
natured,  unambitious,  and  given  somewhat  to  high  living.     He  hoped  to 

'  Xeiriy  two  hundred  and  fifty  persons  died  of  yellow  fever  in  the  oity  during  the  year  1742. 

'  Clarke  returned  to  England  with  a  large  fortune  acquired  in  New  York,  and  purchased 
t  handsome  estate  in  Cheshire,  where  he  spent  the  n*niaiuder  of  his  life.  He  had  several 
diiklitii,  but  tbey  naade  no  connections  in  this  country. 
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the  Christian  converts  were  increasing  among  the  Indians,  the  funds 
required  for  a  new  chapel  should  be  raised  by  private  contributiona 

An  approaching  rupture  with  France  was  confidently  apprehended; 
hence  a  grand  council  of  the  Confederates  was  held  at  Albany  for  the 
purpose  of  strengthening  these  important  allies  in  their  regard  for  the 
people  of  New  York.  Clarke  urged  the  chiefs  to  prevent  their  young 
men  from  being  enticed  to  join  tribes  in  the  interests  of  the  French. 
"  When  united,"  he  said,  "  you  are  like  a  strong  rope,  made  of  many 
strings  and  threads  twisted  together,  but  when  separated  are  weak  and 
easily  broken."  This  council  terminated  amicably,  and  the  Indians,  well 
laden  with  presents,  returned  to  their  homes,  professing  friendship  for 
Corlear  (the  governor)  which  was  to  endure  so  long  as  the  Great  Spirit 
should  cause  the  grass  to  grow  and  the  water  to  run.  Notwithstanding 
such  good  resolutions,  it  was  well  understood  that  confidence  might  be 
placed  in  these  forest  kings  only  while  no  circumstance  awakened  their 
slumbering  jealousy. 

A  short  time  before.  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren  (then  Captain 
Warren)  had  purchased  an  immense  estate  in  the  Mohawk  coun- 
try. He  was  the  younger  son  of  a  British  naval  officer  of  the  ancient  and 
honorable  family  of  Warren,  in  Warrentown,  county  of  Down,  Ireland.  He 
had  been  trained  to  the  nautical  profession,  and  in  the  summer  of  1727 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Grafton,  one  of  the  four  ships  of 
the  line  sent  out  under  Sir  George  Walton  to  join  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
then  in  the  Mediterranean  command.  He  was  shortly  transferred  to  the 
SoUbay  frigate,  and  sent  to  the  West  Indies  with  orders  touching  upon 
the  preliminaries  of  peace  between  England  and  Spain.  Betuming  to 
London,  he  was  appointed  commander  of  the  Leopard,  of  fifty  guns,  which 
position  he  held  until  1735.  After  the  rupture  with  Spain  (in  1741)  he 
was  in  command  of  the  Squirrel,  a  twenty-gun  ship,  and  afterwards  suc- 
cessively of  the  Launceton  of  forty  guns,  and  the  Superhe  of  sixty  guns, 
and  in  1743  ^'as  commodore  of  a  squadron. 

It  was  during  Cosby's  administration  that  he  became  especially  inter- 
ested in  New  York,  and  from  the  time  of  his  marriage  with  the  sister  of 
Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  made  his  home  in  the  city. 

A  tour  of  adventure  into  the  wilderness  resulted  in  a  trade  with  the 
Indians  fur  the  tract  of  land  above-named.  At  his  instance  the  son  of  his 
sister,  William  Johnson,  —  afterwards  Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart,  —  then 
a  young  man  of  twenty-three,  came  to  this  countrj'  to  superintend  the  im- 
provement of  this  wild  property.* 

1  Sir  WUliain  Johnaon,  Bart,  was  the  elder  son  of  Christopher  Johnson  and  Anne  Warren, 
▼•-~**~"»^  county  of  Down,  Ireland.     He  w.as  bom  in  1715.     His  early  education  is  in- 
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Young  Johnson  was  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune  and  subsequent 
fama  He  succeeded  from  the  b^;inning  in  winning  the  confidence  and 
affection  of  the  Indians.  He  formed  a  settlement  upon  the  estate  of  his 
ande ;  kept  a  small  country-store ;  encouraged  trade  of  every  description ; 
rode  fifteen  miles  to  mill,  with  his  bag  of  grain,  on  horseback ;  visited  the 
sachems  in  their  castles,  and  the  common  people,  both  whites  and  Indians, 
in  their  huts ;  and  mingled  in  all  their  rustic  sports.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  industrious  of  mea  His  style  of  living  was  plain,  his  figure  robust 
and  commanding,  and  his  bodily  health  perfect  Warren  sent  from  New 
York  and  Boston  such  goods  as  were  chiefly  salable,  —  rum,  axes,  wrought- 
iiOD,  etc.,  —  and  directed  the  planting  of  orchards,  which  he  said  would 
not  hinder  the  growth  of  grass  or  Indian  com,  since  the  trees  should  be 
]daced  at  a  great  distance  from  each  other.  He  also  suggested  that  fields 
should  be  laid  out  in  exact  squares,  with  hedge-rows  on  each  side  to  keep 
the  land  warm,  and  please  the  eye,  and  that  shrubs  and  flowers  should 
be  planted  for  ornament  He  directed  his  nephew  to  keep  well  with  all  , 
mankind,  act  honorably  and  honestly,  refrain  from  being  notional,  and  to 
be  specially  careful  to  say  nothing  about  the  badness  of  the  patroon's 
horses,  for  it  might  be  taken  amiss ;  adding  ''  he  [the  patroon  of  Albany] 
is  a  near  relation  of  my  wife,  and  may  have  it  in  his  power  very  much  to 
serve  you." 

Erelong  Johnson  commenced  the  cultivation  of  a  landed  estate  of  his 
own,  and  secured  a  valuable  water-power  upon  which  he  erected  a  saw- 
mill This  led  to  no  inattention  as  far  as  the  affairs  of  his  uncle  were 
concerned.  He  was  equal  to  the  management  of  a  multiplicity  of  enter- 
prises. From  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  furs  and  small  wares,  he  became  an 
extensive  merchant,  a  government  contractor,  a  general  in  the  armies  of 
New  York,  and  a  baronet  of  the  British  realm,  with  possessions  exceeding 
any  of  the  nobles  of  Europe.  He  was  the  hero  alike  of  histoiy  and  ro- 
mance ;  his  character  has  furnished  the  basis  for  many  a  weird  tale,  and 
has  been  invested  with  all  manner  of  ingredients.^  His  peculiar  relations 
and  influence  with  the  Indians  rendered  him  a  tower  of  strength  when 
the  French  again  set  about  the  conquest  of  New  York  with  iron  determi- 
nation ;  and  his  intimate  connection  with  public  affairs  during  the  thirty 
years  prior  to  the  Bevolution  has  given  him  a  high  place  among  the  per- 

volrvd  in  tome  myttery,  bat  from  the  invoices  of  books  which  he  ordered  from  time  to  time 
lor  hit  priTmte  libmy,  through  hia  correspondents  in  London,  and  from  his  correct  use  of  the 
French  and  Latin  language  in  hia  correspondence,  it  is  presumed  that  he  received  a  University 
eourae  of  instmction. 

1  CkrywaX;  or.  The  Adventures  of  a  Guinea^  by  Charles  Johnson,  Vol.  111.,  Book  II.,  Chape. 
1.  i,  8.  The  Dutekman'M  Fireside,  by  Paulding.  The  Gi)v^y,  by  G.  P.  R.  James.  The 
aittre  in  Ckryml  is  an  exaggeration  of  the  errors  in  the  baronet's  life. 
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It  was  during  Cosby's  administration  that  he  became  especially  inte^ 
ested  in  New  York,  and  from  the  time  of  his  marriage  with  the  sister  of 
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'  Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart.,  was  the  elder  son  of  Christopher  Johnson  and  Anne  Waim, 
of  Warrentown,  county  of  Down,  Ireland.     He  w.as  bom  in  1715.     His  eari j  edaefttion  ii  in* 
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rode  fifteen  miles  to  mill,  with  his  bag  of  grain,  on  horseback ;  visited  the 
sachems  in  their  castles,  and  the  common  people,  both  whites  and  Indians, 
in  their  huts ;  and  mingled  in  all  their  rustic  sports.  He  was  one  of  the 
meet  industrious  of  mea  His  style  of  living  was  plain,  his  figure  robust 
and  commanding,  and  his  bodily  health  perfect  Warren  sent  from  New 
York  and  Boston  such  goods  as  were  chiefly  salable,  —  rum,  axes,  wrought- 
iroD,  etc,  —  and  directed  the  planting  of  orchards,  which  he  said  would 
not  hinder  the  growth  of  grass  or  Indian  com,  since  the  trees  should  be 
placed  at  a  great  distance  from  each  other.  He  also  suggested  that  fields 
should  be  laid  out  in  exact  squares,  with  hedge-rows  on  each  side  to  keep 
the  land  warm,  and  please  the  eye,  and  that  shrubs  and  flowers  should 
be  planted  for  ornament.  He  directed  his  nephew  to  keep  well  with  all , 
mankind,  act  honorably  and  honestly,  refrain  from  being  notional,  and  to 
be  speciaUy  careful  to  say  nothing  about  the  badness  of  the  patroon's 
horses,  for  it  might  be  taken  amiss ;  adding  ''  he  [the  patroon  of  Albany] 
is  a  near  relation  of  my  wife,  and  may  have  it  in  his  power  very  much  to 
serve  you." 

Erelong  Johnson  commenced  the  cultivation  of  a  landed  estate  of  his 
own,  and  secured  a  valuable  water-power  upon  which  he  erected  a  saw- 
mill This  led  to  no  inattention  as  far  as  the  affairs  of  his  uncle  were 
concerned.  He  was  equal  to  the  management  of  a  multiplicity  of  enter- 
prises. From  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  furs  and  small  wares,  he  became  an 
extensive  merchant,  a  government  contractor,  a  general  in  the  armies  of 
New  York,  and  a  baronet  of  the  British  realm,  with  possessions  exceeding 
any  of  the  nobles  of  Europe.  He  was  the  hero  alike  of  histoiy  and  ro- 
mance ;  his  character  has  furnished  the  basis  for  many  a  weird  tale,  and 
has  been  invested  with  all  manner  of  ingredients.^  His  peculiar  relations 
and  influence  with  the  Indians  rendered  him  a  tower  of  strength  when 
the  French  again  set  about  the  conquest  of  New  York  with  iron  determi- 
nation ;  and  his  intimate  connection  with  public  affairs  during  the  thirty 
years  prior  to  the  Bevolution  has  given  him  a  high  place  among  the  per- 

Tolred  in  some  myttery,  bat  from  the  invoices  of  books  which  he  ordered  from  time  to  time 
lor  hb  priTate  library,  through  his  correspondents  in  London,  and  from  his  correct  use  of  the 
French  and  Latin  language  in  his  correspondence,  it  is  presumed  that  he  received  a  University 
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1  dkrytal :  or,  Tk€  Adventures  of  a  Ouinea,  by  Charles  Johnson,  Vol.  III.,  Book  II.,  Chaps. 
1.  i,  3.  The  Duiekman*M  Fireside,  by  Paulding.  The  Gi)Mn/,  by  G.  P.  R.  James.  The 
Mtire  in  Ckryml  is  an  exaggeration  of  the  errors  in  the  baronet's  life. 
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such  good  resolutions,  it  was  well  understood  that  confidence  might  be 
placed  in  these  forest  kings  only  while  no  circumstance  awakened  their 
slumbering  jealousy. 

A  short  time  before.  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren  (then  Cai^ain 
Warren)  had  purchased  an  immense  estate  in  the  Mohawk  coun- 
try. He  was  the  younger  son  of  a  British  naval  officer  of  the  ancient  and 
honorable  family  of  Warren,  in  Warrentown,  county  of  Down,  Ireland  He 
had  been  trained  to  the  nautical  profession,  and  in  the  summer  of  1727 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Ghraftony  one  of  the  four  ships  of 
the  line  sent  out  under  Sir  George  Walton  to  join  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
then  in  the  Mediterranean  command.  He  was  shortly  transferred  to  the 
Solebay  frigate,  and  sent  to  the  West  Indies  with  orders  touching  upon 
the  preliminaries  of  peace  between  England  and  Spain.  Betoming  to 
London,  he  was  appointed  commander  of  the  Leopard,  of  fifty  guns,  which 
position  he  held  until  1735.  After  the  rupture  with  Spain  (in  1741)  be 
was  in  command  of  the  Squirrel,  a  twenty-gun  ship,  and  afterwards  suc- 
cessively of  the  LauTiceton  of  forty  guns,  and  the  Superbe  of  sixty  guns, 
and  in  1743  was  commodore  of  a  squadron. 

It  was  during  Cosby's  administration  that  he  became  especially  inte^ 
ested  in  New  York,  and  from  the  time  of  his  marriage  with  the  sister  of 
Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  made  his  home  in  the  city. 

A  tour  of  adventure  into  the  wilderness  resulted  in  a  trade  with  the 
Indians  for  the  tract  of  land  above-named.  At  his  instance  the  son  of  his 
sister,  William  Johnson, —  afterwards  Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart, — then 
a  young  man  of  twenty-three,  came  to  this  country  to  superintend  the  im- 
provement of  this  wild  property.^ 

>  Sir  William  Johnson,  Bart.,  was  the  elder  son  of  Christopher  Johnson  and  Anne  Wamii. 
of  Warrentown,  county  of  Down,  Ireland.     He  w.as  bom  in  1715.     His  eariy  edaeation  is  in- 
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TouBg  Johnson  was  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune  and  subsequent 
fama  He  succeeded  from  the  b^inning  in  winning  the  confidence  and 
affection  of  the  Indians.  He  formed  a  settlement  upon  the  estate  of  his 
unde ;  kept  a  small  country-store ;  encouraged  trade  of  every  description ; 
rode  fifteen  nules  to  mill,  with  his  bag  of  grain,  on  horseback ;  visited  the 
sachems  in  their  castles,  and  the  common  people,  both  whites  and  Indians, 
in  their  huts ;  and  mingled  in  all  their  rustic  sports.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  industrious  of  men.  His  style  of  living  was  plain,  his  figure  robust 
and  commanding,  and  his  bodily  health  perfect  Warren  sent  from  New 
York  and  Boston  such  goods  as  were  chiefly  salable,  —  rum,  axes,  wrought- 
iion,  eta,  —  and  directed  the  planting  of  orchards,  which  he  said  would 
not  hinder  the  growth  of  grass  or  Indian  com,  since  the  trees  should  be 
placed  at  a  great  distance  from  each  other.  He  also  suggested  that  fields 
should  be  laid  out  in  exact  squares,  with  hedge-rows  on  each  side  to  keep 
the  land  warm,  and  please  the  eye,  and  that  shrubs  and  flowers  should 
be  planted  for  ornament.  He  directed  his  nephew  to  keep  well  with  all , 
mankind,  act  honorably  and  honestly,  refrain  from  being  notional,  and  to 
be  specially  careful  to  say  nothing  about  the  badness  of  the  patroon's 
horses,  for  it  might  be  taken  amiss ;  adding  "  he  [the  patroon  of  Albany] 
is  a  near  relation  of  my  wife,  and  may  have  it  in  his  power  very  much  to 
serve  you." 

Erelong  Johnson  commenced  the  cultivation  of  a  landed  estate  of  his 
own,  and  secured  a  valuable  water-power  upon  which  he  erected  a  saw- 
mill. This  led  to  no  inattention  as  far  as  the  affairs  of  his  uncle  were 
concerned.  He  was  equal  to  the  management  of  a  multiplicity  of  enter- 
prises. From  a  farmer  and  dealer  in  furs  and  small  wares,  he  became  an 
extensive  merchant,  a  government  contractor,  a  general  in  the  armies  of 
New  York,  and  a  baronet  of  the  British  realm,  with  possessions  exceeding 
any  of  the  nobles  of  Europe.  He  was  the  hero  alike  of  history  and  ro- 
mance ;  his  character  has  furnished  the  basis  for  many  a  weird  tale,  and 
has  been  invested  with  all  manner  of  ingredients.^  His  peculiar  relations 
and  influence  with  the  Indians  rendered  him  a  tower  of  strength  when 
the  French  again  set  about  the  conquest  of  New  York  with  iron  determi- 
nation ;  and  his  intimate  connection  with  public  affairs  during  the  thirty 
years  prior  to  the  Bevolution  has  given  him  a  high  place  among  the  per- 

Yolred  in  some  myfteiy,  bat  from  the  invoices  of  books  which  he  ordered  from  time  to  time 
for  his  prirate  librmry,  through  his  correspondents  in  London,  and  from  his  correct  use  of  the 
French  and  Latin  language  in  his  correspondence,  it  is  presumed  that  he  received  a  University 
eoune  of  inatmction. 

>  CkfyacU  :  or,  Tk€  AdveiUures  of  a  Guinea,  by  Charles  Johnson,  Vol.  III.,  Book  II.,  Chaps. 
1,  2,  8.  Tke  DuiAmaiC$  Fireside,  by  Paulding.  The  Oij>i*eif,  by  G.  P.  R.  James.  Ths 
■stire  in  Ckrptal  is  an  exaggeration  of  the  errors  in  the  baronet's  life. 
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in  any  well-concerted  plan  for  distressing  the  enemy.  Rewards  were 
offered  for  scalps,  bills  passed  for  raising  scouting-parties,  erecting  re- 
doubts, and  furnishing  and  transporting  detachments  and  provisions  to  all 
Indian  allies.  But  fresh  demands  accumulated,  and  every  advance  of 
money  created  a  quarrel  among  the  members,  often  relating  to  the  parti- 
tion of  the  general  burden  among  the  counties,  and  was  granted  under 
protest. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  Rev.  Samuel  Buel,  D.  D.,  commenced 
his  fifty  years*  pastorate.  He  was  called  to  the  church  of  Easthampton, 
Long  Island,  through  the  recommendation  of  Rev.  Aaron  Burr  of  Newark. 
He  had  been  a  pupil  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  and  had  married  the 
granddaughter  of  Rev.  John  Williams  of  Deerfield.  He  was  a  small-sized, 
active,  cheerful,  .resolute  man,  of  profound  scholarship  and  enthusiastic 
piety.  He  was  fond  of  society,  of  the  chase,  was  gifted  in  anecdote,  aud 
his  ready  wit  was  the  delight  of  his  associates.^ 

^  The  daughter  (Jerusha)  of  Dr.  Buel  was  married  December  15,  1766,  to  DaVid  Gardiner, 
the  sixth  lord  of  the  mauor  of  Gardiner's  Island.  After  the  marriage  ceremony  the  cleigymtn 
was  congratulated  by  sonic  of  his  ^wople  U|K)n  the  honorable  wedding.  "  Yes,**  he  replied, 
**  I  always  wished  to  give  my  daughter  to  the  Lord.*'  Dr.  Buel  remained  at  his  post  during 
the  Revolution.  He  made  no  effort  to  conceal  his  Whig  principles,  but  his  pleasantry,  po- 
liteness, and  tact  secured  him  the  friendship  of  the  British  officers  quartered  at  Easthamptoo. 
He  oftvn  dined  with  them.  At  one  time  he  had  been  invited  by  Sir  WiUiam  Erakioe 
to  accompany  them  on  a  deer-hunt,  and  was  behind  time  at  the  hour  appointed.  The 
younger  officers,  impatient  of  delay,  had  mounted  when  he  was  seen  approaching.  Sir  Wil- 
liam rec^uired  them  to  dismount  and  receive  the  clergyman.  Lord  Percy  was  irritated  that 
such  deference  should  be  shown  *'  an  old  rebel,"  and  when  introduced  was  ungracious.  Dr. 
Buel  inquired  what  division  of  the  army  he  had  the  honor  to  command.  *'  A  Ugixm  ofdtrils 
just  from  hell  /"  was  the  ill-natured  reply.  **  Ah,  then,**  said  the  clergyman,  with  a  low 
how,  •*  /  suppose  I  have  the  honor  to  address  Beelzebub  the  prince  of  devils.**  Althoogh  the 
retort  was  so  keenly  felt  that  the  young  nobleman's  hand  touched  his  sword  (a  movtinient 
instantly  checked  by  Sir  William),  he  was  captivated  by  the  wit  and  brilliant  humor  cS  the 
minister  long  before  the  chase  was  ended,  and  subsequently  became  one  of  his  wannest  ad- 
mirers. On  another  0(*casion  Sir  William  met  Dr.  Buel  and  remarked  that  he  had  ordered 
the  people  of  his  parish  to  appear  the  next  day  (Sunday)  at  Southampton  with  their  teams. 
*'  I  know  you  have,**  responded  the  clerg>'man,  *'  but  I  am  commander-in-chief  <m  tkat  ioy, 
and  have  annulled  your  or\ler."  The  prei^edence  was  pleasantly  admitted,  and  the  older 
revoked.  Dr.  Buel  wjis  the  immeiliate  smvessor  in  the  church  of  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hunting 
who  succeedeii  Rev.  Thomas  James,  the  first  minister  of  the  town,  in  1650. 

■26 
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CHAPTER    XXVII. 

1745-1755. 

PHILIP  LIVINGSTON. 

Pbiut  L1TIKO8TON.  —  Philip  Livingston  s  Sons.  —  William  Livinooton.  — Philip  Liv- 
nuMTON's  Dauohtebs.  —  Philip  Livingston's  Death. — John  Rutherford. — The 
Indlak  Conference  of  October,  1745.  —  Frederick  Philipse.  —  The  Philipse 
Family.  —  Philipse  Manor.  —  Mart  Philipse.  —  Clinton  and  the  Assembly.  — 
Preparations  for  the  Canadian  Campaign.  —  Indian  Conference  of  1746.  —  Hor- 
rors OF  War.  —  Chief  Justice  De  Lancet.  —  Dr.  Colden.  —  Violent  Contests.  — 
Xbw  York  under  Discipune.  — A  Glimpse  of  New  York  in  1762.  — The  Odd  Wed- 
ding. —  Rev.  Aaron  Burr.  —  Sir  Danyers  Osborne.  —  Statesmanship  of  Lieu- 
tenaxt-<5overnor  De  Lancet.  — The  Albant  Congress.  —  King's  College.  —  Wil- 
liam LnriNosTON.  —  The  Great  Feud.  —  New  York  Societt  Librart.  —  Governor 
Sir  Charles  Hardt.  —  The  French  War.  —  General  Braddock.  —  Washington. 
—  War.  — Acadia.  —  Hon.  John  Watts,  —The  Watts  Estate.  —The  Watps  Man- 
sion. —  Archibald  Kennedt.  —  No  1  Broadwat. 

PHILIP  LIVINGSTON  (the  second  lord  of  the  manor)  was  one  of 
the  counselors.  He  exercised  his  delegated  authority  only  upon 
special  occasions,  however,  as  he  spent  the  greater  portion  of  the  year  in 
his  el^ant  manor-house.  In  all  conferences  with  the  Indians  his  presence 
was  esteemed  indispensable.  He  had  been  Secretary  of  Indian  Affairs 
for  nearly  a  fourth  of  a  century,  and  was  conversant  with  whatever  con- 
cerned their  relations  with  the  people  of  the  province.  At  an  interview 
with  the  sachems  of  the  Six  Nations  in  the  autumn  of  1745,  he  opposed 
the  governor's  scheme  for  reducing  Crown  Point,  giving  reasons  which 
occasioned  a  personal  exchange  of  incivilities  by  no  means  flattering  to 
either  party ;  at  the  same  time  a  few  Mohawk  warriors  complained  that 
Livingston  had  obtained  a  patent  for  a  large  tract  of  land  in  their  country 
which  had  never  been  bought  or  paid  for,  although  Indian  names  were 
attached  to  the  documents.  Clinton  censured  Livingston,  while  the 
latter  declared  that  the  transaction  was  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as 
all  former  transactions  of  the  kind,  only  the  Indians  had  since  quarrelled 
among  themselves,  and  denied  the  right  of  the  old  chief  (now  deceased) 
to  negotiate  sales.     He  said  such  difficulties  were  constantly  arising. 

27 
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The  young  warriors,  as  soon  as  their  fathers  were  gone,  looked  around  to 
see  what  had  been  done,  and  grumbled  if  they  happened  to  covet  what 
their  sires  had  sold.  The  governors  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and 
Pennsylvania  were  present  at  this  meeting.  It  was  feared  that  the  Six 
Nations  would  revolt  and  go  over  to  the  enemy,  and  every  effort  was 
made  to  enlist  them  in  the  British  interest.  Clinton  thought  Livingston 
should  relinquish  his  claim  to  the  contested  property,  and  Livingston 
thought  the  British  government  must  be  getting  feeble  if  the  officers 
recently  engrafted  upon  New  York  were  a  sample  of  its  governing  mate- 
rial ;  he  considered  himself  entitled  to  protection. 

Philip  Livingston  supported  three  princely  establishments, —  one  in  New 
York  City,  one  in  Albany,  and  his  manor-house.  He  lived  in  a  style  of 
courtly  magnificence.  He  was  now  sixty  years  of  age.  His  brother 
Robert  (somewhat  younger  than  himself)  built  the  large  stone  house  at 
Clermont,  (sketch,  page  319)  and  was  residing  there  with  his  family,  of 
which  the  future  Judge  Robert  R.  Livingston  —  the  father  of  the  dis- 
tinguished Chancellor  Livingston  —  was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous 
members.  He,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  was  now  twenty-six,  and  had  been 
married  al)out  three  years  to  Margaret  Beekman,  the  daughter  of  Colonel 
Henry  Beekman  and  Janet  Livingston,  and  granddaughter,  on  her 
mother's  side,  of  Robert,  nephew  of  the  first  lord  of  the  manor,  and 
Margaretta  Schuyler  (only  daughter  of  Hon.  Peter  Schuyler).  They  had 
a  large  famliy,  of  whom  more  presently. 

Philij)  Livingston's  six  sous  were  already  assuming  the  tasks  and  respon- 
sibilities of  active  life.  Robert  succeeded  to  the  manor,  and  was  the  last 
lord,  the  Revolution  breaking  the  entail.  Peter  Van  Brugh,  Philip,  John, 
William,  and  Henry  were  all  educated  at  Yale.  Peter  Van  Brugh  Liv- 
ingston went  into  mercantile  speculations  on  an  extensive  scale,  married 
Mary,  the  daughter  of  James  Alexander,  and  built  a  handsome  house 
on  Prince  Street ;  he  was  subsequently  president  of  the  New  York  Con- 
gn»as.  Philip  l)ecame  a  prominent  merchant,  erected  a  stone  mansion  on 
Duke  Street,  and  a  charming  villa  on  Brooklyn  Heights.  He  signed  the 
Dedamtion  of  Independence.  John  was  also  a  merchant;  he  married 
Catharine,  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Abraham  I)e  Peyster,  the  treasurer  of  the 
province  from  1721  to  17G7,  and  one  of  the  richest  magnates  of  his  time. 
Tliey  lived  pretentiously  on  Queen  Street  near  the  De  Peyster  homestead. 
William  wji.s  the  jH^t  and  protege  of  his  maternal  grandmother,  Mrs.  Van 
l^ruijh.  and  jmsse*!  much  of  his  boyhood  with  her  in  Albany.  Before  he  was 
fonrttvn  years  old  he  had  spent  an  entire  year  among  the  Mohawks,  under 
tlu*  laiv  of  an  Enirlish  nHssii)nary.  The  language  and  habits  of  the  Indians 
wen*  osttvnied  an  essential  |Kirt  of  his  education,  as  the  proper  measures 
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CO  be  pursued  in  regard  to  the  French  and  Indians  was  the  chief  subject 
of  colonial  vigilance  and  apprehension.  This  was  from  1736  to  1737. 
He  was  graduated  from  Yale,  at  the  head  of  his  class,  in  1741,  and 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  James  Alexander.  He  was  an  apt  scholar, 
and,  through  the  vigor  and  quickness  of  his  perceptions,  took  marvelous 
strides  in  legal  knowledge.  One  day  his  father  questioned  him  as  to  how 
he  spent  his  evenings.  "  Never  fear  for  my  morals,"  he  replied.  "  I  am 
plodding  at  mathematics  and  astronomy  every  night  until  after  nine 
o'clock."  He  married  Susanna  Fi-ench,  the  granddaughter  of  Lieutenant- 
Grovemor  Anthony  Brockholls,  and  the  great-granddaughter  of  the  firat 
lord  of  Philipse  Manor.  He  became  the  celebrated  war-governor  of  New 
Jersey.  Henry  was  an  extensive  ship-owner  and  importer,  and  he  also 
built  himself  a  residence  in  New  York  City. 

Philip  Livingston's  three  daughters  were  brilliant  and  accomplished 
women.  Sarah  married  William  Alexander,  —  Lord  Stirling,  —  the  son 
of  James  Alexander.  Alida  married  Henry  Hawson,  and,  after  his  death, 
Martin  Hoffman.     Catharine  manied  John  L  Lawrence.^ 

Among  the  counselors  who  attended  the  governor  during  his  conference 
with  the  Indians  in  Albany,  were  Joseph  MuiTay  and  John  Rutherford. 
The  latter  was  a  new-comer,  but  a  man  of  rank  and  learning.  He  was 
appointed  by  the  Lords  across  the  water,  and  Clinton  was  annoyed.  He 
had  in  his  mind  one  or  two  native  New-Yorkers  whom  he  wished  to 
ser>'e,  and  urgently  requested  that  the  appointment  of  Rutherford  might 
be  revoked.  He  did  not  accomplish  his  point,  but  he  did  make  an  enemy 
of  the  gentleman  in  question.  Four  hundred  and  sixty-four  Indians 
marched  into  Albany  the  night  before  the  conference  opened.  Forty- 
three  sachems  called  on  the  governor  and  his  party  about  six  o'clock. 
They  were  each  treated  to  a  glass  of  rum,  and,  after  an  exchange  of 
courtesies,  departed  to  partake  of  the  supper  prepared  for  them  by  the 
mayor  and  citizens  of  Albany.  The  subject  of  an  aggressive  campaign  into 
Canada,  with  the  help  of  the  Indians,  was  discussed  during  this  conference 
without  specific  results.  The  treaty  was  renewed  with  the  Mohawks,  and 
the  commissioners  from  the  other  colonies  urged  united  effort  in  the  matter 

>  PhUip  LiWiigBton  died  in  1749.  His  funeral  services  were  conducted  in  the  most  stately 
and  ceremomoua  manner.  His  city  mansion  in  Broad  Street,  New  York,  and  most  of  the 
lioaaes  in  the  block,  were  thrown  o^ien  to  accommodate  the  vast  assemblage.  A  pipe  of  wine 
WW  ipiced  for  the  occasion,  and  to  each  of  the  eight  l)earcrs  were  given  a  pair  of  gloves,  a 
weuU  ft  handkf^rchief,  a  mourning-ring,  and  a  monkey  spoon.  The  obsequies  were  repeated  at 
the  manor  with  increased  formalities.  In  addition  to  similar  gifts  to  the  bearers,  as  in  the 
dty,  gloves  and  handkerchiefs  were  presented  to  ea(!h  of  the  tenants.  The  expenses  were 
oionnoas.  William,  his  fifth  son,  was  struck  with  the  absurdity  of  the  custom,  und  subse- 
quently wTottf  a  caustic  article  on  "  extravagance  at  funerals." 
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of  repelling  the  cruel  invasions  of  Uie  enemy.  It  vas  evident  there  could 
be  no  permanent  repose  until  the  French  power  was  crusbed  in  America. 
But  Clinton  was  at  variance  with  bis  counselors,  and  the  aasiatance  of  the 
Indians  was  doubtful ;  several  of  the  elder  chiefs  manifested  marked  dis- 
inclination to  pledge  themselves  to  any  belligerent  action,  until  after  a 
grand  council  of  their  warrioi's  at  Onondaga. 


Portrait  of  Muy  PhilipM. 

Upon  bis  return  to  New  York  the  governor  stopped  a  few  days  at  Phil- 
ipse  Manor.  Frederick  Pbilipse,  the  second  lord,  had  recently  expanded 
the  great  old-fashioned  roomy  manor-bouse  (the  present  City  Hall  of 
Yonkers,  on  the  Hudson)  into  thrice  its  former  size,  by  the  addition  of  the 
elegant  eastern  front,  with  its  regiment  of  windows,  and  two  entnitcei, 
each  ornamented  with  eight  columns  and  corresponding  pilasten.  Asaaag 
the  horse-chestnuts  and  garden-terraces  which  skirted  the  velvety  lawn 
Wtween  the  mansion  and  Locust  Hill,  crept  the  Albany  and  New  Yori^ 
post-road.  Cultivated  European  tastes  were  eveiywhere  distingoishaUe  in 
the  arrangemeut  of  the  grounds  and  parks ;  and  immense  gardens,  tlumgfa 
which  stretched  graveled  walks  bordered  with  box,  deligfated  the  eye  with 
a  wealth  of  shrubs  and  flowers  rarely  excelled  in  this  or  any  otlier  coos- 
tn-,  «T  a<re.  The  greensward  sloped  gradually  and  smoothly  to  the  river 
on  the  west  The  roof  of  the  edifice  was  surmounted  by  a  heavy  line  of 
balustrade,   forming  a  terrace,  which  commanded   ao  extensive  view. 
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The  contrast  from  the  scene  as  it  appeared  at  the  same  point,  when  the 
ancient  structure,  fronting  the  south,  was  first  erected  in  1682,  was  striking 
indeed.  It  arose  in  the  midst  of  a  picturesque  wild.  To  the  north  and 
east  were  wooded  hills,  vales,  thorny  dells,  rocky  steeps,  and  fenceless  pas- 
tures ;  to  the  south  was  a  mad  and  musical  creek  rushing  down  through 
a  narrow  ravine,  and  fretting  and  foaming  over  Dutch  mill-dams  in  its 
way,  until  it  often  upset  them  altogether ;  and  to  the  west  was  the  broad 
Hudson,  with  its  opposite  bank  of  feldspar  and  augite,  and  its  waters  un- 
rofHed,  save  by  an  occasional  sloop  and  a  few  paddle-boats.  To-day  (in 
1876)  the  ambitious  city  of  Yonkers  covers  the  romantic  site,  extending 
six  miles  along  the  river  by  three  miles  or  more  inland.  And  in  its  very 
heart  stands  the  pioneer  manor-house,  a  curious  mixture  of  Dutch  and 
English  architecture,  having  externally  undergone  no  special  alteration.^ 

The  interior  of  the  new  part  was  elaborately  finished.  The  walls  were 
wainscoted,  and  the  ceilings  were  in  arabesque  work.  Marble  mantels 
were  imported  from  England.  The  main  halls  of  entrance  were  about 
fourteen  feet  wide,  and  the  superb  staircases,  with  their  mahogany 
hand-rails  and  balusters  were  proportionally  broad,  and  gave  an  air  of 
grandeur  to  the  premisea  The  dormitories  for  the  fifty  or  more  house- 
hold servants  were  in  the  gable  roof 

The  present  lord  of  the  manor  had  never  been  hampered  by  any  of  the 
cares  which  attend  the  accumulation  of  property.  His  whole  life  was 
spent  in  the  enjoyment  of  it  His  mother  was  an  accomplished  English- 
woman, the  daughter  of  Governor  Sparks  of  Barbadoes.*    He  had  been 

>  In  1779  the  LegiaUtore  of  New  York  declared  Frederick  Philipse,  the  third  lord  of  the 
Manor,  attainted  of  treaaon,  and  the  manor  confiscated.  In  1784  the  State  offered  it  for  sale 
in  tracts  to  suit  purchasers.  The  manor-house  and  lands  adjoining  were  bought  by  Cornelius 
P.  Low  of  New  York,  and  became  the  raUying-spot  for  the  village  of  Yonkers.  Ix)w  did 
not  occupy  the  maiuion,  but  sold  it  again.  Prior  to  1813  it  had  had  many  owners.  Then 
it  fell  into  the  hands  of  Lemuel  Wells,  who  lived  in  it  twenty-nine  years.  He  died  childless 
■ad  intestate,  and,  leaving  no  will,  his  estate  was  divided  among  sixteen  heirs.  Again  the 
hrikKng  had  an  uneasy  and  changeful  proprietorship,  until  about  eight  years  ago,  when  it  was 
pnrrhaiiwl  by  the  oorporation  of  Yonkers,  for  a  City  Hall.  It  was  necessary  to  alter  the  geog- 
nphy  of  tlie  northern  portion  of  the  interior  in  order  to  provide  space  for  a  modem  court- 
nmn.  But  good  sense  was  displayed  in  the  manner  of  its  accomplishment,  and,  although 
Ac  boundaiy  liiiea  of  fonner  centuries  were  obliterated  in  that  particular  part,  yet  the  south- 
apartments  have  been  carefully  shielded  from  modem  innovation,  and  in  their  an- 
are  among  the  last  links  which  connect  us  with  the  remote  period  of  tomahawks 
nd  aealptng-kniTeiL 

*  Frederick  Philipse,  the  first  lord  of  the  manor,  was  bom  about  1626,  at  Boiswaert  in 
FrialaiKL  He  married,  in  1662,  Maigaret  Hardenbrook,  the  widow  of  Peter  Rudolphus  De 
Trisi^  who  bad  one  child.  Eve,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  Philipse,  and  who  was 
adopted  by  Philipse  as  his  own.  After  the  death  of  this  lady,  Philipse  married  (in  1692) 
GiAariBe,  dao^tar  of  Oloff  S.  Van  Cortlandt,  and  widow  of  John  Derval.  Philipse  died  in 
170S.     Hit  cfaUdrra^were,  Eve  (as  aboreX  Philip,  Adolphe,  and  Anne^    Eve  married  Jaoo- 

81 


602  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK, 

thoroughly  educated  under  her  immediate  supervision,  and  had  spent 
much  of  his  early  life  in  Europe.  He  married  an  English  wife,  Joanna, 
the  daughter  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Anthony  Brockholls.  He  presided 
over  his  tenants  and  serfs  like  a  right  royal  old  feudal  sovereign.  He 
occupied  in  person  the  bench  of  the  court-leet  and  court-baron  of  the 
manor  (courts  which  were  held  in  a  building  that  stood  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Getty  House  in  Yonkers),  and  took  cognizance  of  criminal  matters, 
administering  justice  and  not  infrequently  capital  punishment  He 
feasted  his  tenants  on  the  two  great  rent-days,  —  one  at  Yonkers  and  the 
other  at  Sleepy  Hollow.  In  lieu  of  rent,  a  couple  of  fat  hens  or  a  day's 
work  was  often  received.  The  farmers  near  the  river  paid  higher  rates, 
from  being  guaranteed  greater  privileges. 

The  city  establishment  of  Philipse  was  as  pretentious  as  the  manor- 
hall,  and  it  was  where  the  courtly  aristocracy  of  the  province  were  wont 
to  meet  in  gay  and  joyous  throng.  Philipse  was  polished  in  his  manners, 
hospitable,  generous,  cordial,  manly.  He  had  little  taste  for  politics,  and 
yet  he  mixed  somewhat  in  public  life.  He  represented  Philipseborough 
for  many  years  in  the  Assembly,  and  he  was  for  a  long  period  the  baron 
and  second  judge  of  the  Exchequer.  Notwithstanding  his  Dutch  ancestry 
on  his  father's  side  he  was  ardently  attached  to  the  Church  of  England. 
It  was  through  the  provisions  in  his  will  that  St.  John's  Church  in  Yon- 
kers was  afterwards  erected  by  the  family ;  a  glebe  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  excellent  land  was  also  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
church,  and  a  parsonage  built  for  the  minister.^ 

bus  Van  Cortlandt,  the  younger  brother  of  her  step-mother  ;  Annetje  married  Philip  Frwach. 
A(loli)he  never  married.  Philip,  the  elder  son,  went  to  Barbadoes,  where  he  married  the  daughter 
of  Governor  Sparks.  He  died  some  two  years  l)efore  his  father,  leaving  an  only  aon,  Frpder- 
irk,  who  subsequently  became  the  second  lord  of  the  manor.  Ij)ng  Island  Hiat.  Soc,  OoiU 
Vol.  I.  362,  365.  Mrs.  Catharine  Van  Cortlandt  Philipse  lived  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  after  her  husband's  death.  She  was  chiefly  instrumental  (in  1699)  in  building  the 
church  at  Sleepy  Hollow,  nearly  opposite  Castle  Philipse,  which  was  done  at  the  expense  of 
herself  and  husband  ;  it  is  now  supposed  to  be  the  oldest  church  edifice  in  the  State.  While 
superintending  the  work,  she  was  in  the  habit  of  riding  up  from  the  city  on  horseback, 
mounted  on  a  pillion  behind  her  favorite  brother,  Jacobus  Van  Cortlandt.     See  page  S05. 

*  Frederick  Philijwe,  the  second  lord  of  the  manor,  died  in  1751.  The  first  minister  called 
to  St.  John's  Church  was  Rev.  Harry  Munro,  a  man  jof  ability  and  learning,  a  fine  claMkal 
scholar,  and  versed  in  French,  Italian,  Hebrew,  and  Erse  ;  while  his  theological  attainments 
were  exceptionally  good.  He  was  the  son  of  Robert  Munro,  of  Dingwall,  near  Inyenie«i 
Scotland,  who  was  great-grandson  of  Sir  Roljert  Munro,  twenty-fourth  Baron  of  Fowlii, 
and  third  Baronet  by  his  first  wife.  He  came  to  this  country  (in  1757)  as  chaplain  of  one 
of  the  regiments  s])ccially  raisetl  for  service  in  the  colonies  against  the  French,  He  was  with 
the  exi>edition  against  Fort  Du<juesne  (Pittsburg),  and  he  was  present  at  the  taking  of  Ticoo- 
dero^  and  Crown  Point.  He  was  with  the  army  until  1762.  He  went  to  Yonkers  about 
1765.  He  married  for  his  third  wife  (Manh  31,  1766)  Eve,  daughter  of  Peter  Jay  and  MuT 
Van  Cortlandt  (Mary  Van  Cortlandt  was  the  daughter  of  Jacobus  Van  Cortlandt  and  Zn 
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His  children  received  every  advantage  in  the  way  of  instruction  which  it 
was  in  the  power  of  wealthy  parents  to  bestow.  His  elder  son,  Frederick 
(who  became  the  third  and  last  lord  of  the  manor),  was  graduated  at 
King's  College  in  New  York.  He  grew  up  an  ardent  Churchman,  and 
opened  his  purse  generously  to  all  charitable  purposes.  His  tastes  were 
literary.  He  took  very  little  part  in  public  affaii-s,  although  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  for  several  years.  He  was  known  as  a  scholarly 
gentleman  of  the  old  school  and  an  ornament  in  polite  society.  He  lived 
in  a  style  of  magnificence  exceeding  all  of  his  predecessors.  The  manor- 
house  was  furnished  anew,  and  on  every  side  there  was  costly  and  showy 
display.  His  wife  was  an  imperious  woman  of  fashion.  It  is  said  that 
it  was  her  pride  to  appear  upon  the  roads  of  Westchester,  skillfully 
reining  four  splendid  jet-black  steeds  with  her  own  hands.  She  was 
killed  by  a  fall  from  her  carriage  a  short  time  before  the  Revolution. 
Her  husband  was  one  of  those  who  tried  to  maintain  so  strict  a  neutrality 
in  the  commencement  of  the  great  struggle  as  to  protect  his  property. 
But  he  failed.  He  was  at  heart  a  loyalist,  and  had  no  faith  in  the  success 
of  the  American  arms.  He  was  very  soon  suspected  of  favoring  the 
British,  and  compelled  to  seek  safety  in  the  city  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
He  was,  however,  at  the  manor-hall  until  after  the  battle  of  White 
Plains,  and  Washington  and  his  generals  spent  several  nights  under  his 
terraced  roof  It  is  said  Washington  occupied  the  southwestern  cham- 
ber. It  is  an  immense  room,  and  has  an  old-fashioned  Dutch  fireplace 
with  jambs  about  three  feet  deep,  faced  in  blue  and  white  tile,  bearing 
scriptural  illustrations  and  appropriate  references.  The  chinmey  (now 
almost  two  hundred  years  old)  is  of  peculiarly  quaint  construction,  and  has 
a  secret  passage-way  from  this  apartment  to  some  underground  retreat, 
the  object  of  which  can  only  be  conjectured.  The  bricks  of  which  it  was 
built  were  imported  from  Holland. 

Philipse  (the  second  lord)  had  three  lovely  and  accomplished  daughters, 
of  whom  Susan  married  Colonel  Beverly  Robinson,  the  son  of  Hon.  John 
Bobinson  of  Virginia,  the  president  of  that  colony  on  the  retirement  of 
Governor  Gooch.  The  bride  received  a  handsome  estate  from  her  father, 
on  the  Hudson,  opposite  West  Point,  where,  in  1750,  they  erected  a  ro- 
mantic dwelling  for  a  summer  home.  It  was  fashioned  according  to  the 
prcvaiUng  style  of  country-seats  in  England  at  that  period ;  its  entrance- 

•Tuhjue),  tnd  sister  of  Sir  James  Jay  (M.  I).)  and  Chief  Justice  John  Jay.     Their  only  child 

•••Peter  Jay  Munro,  the  celebrated  lawyer  ;  he  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Henry  "White 

:        ■«  E?e  Van  Cortlandt  (Eve  Van  Cortlandt  was  the  daughter  of  Frederick  V^an  Cortlandt  an«l 

\       "**6ttJiy,  and  granddaughter  of  Jacobus  Van  Cortlandt),  and  of  his  daughters  Frances  Iw- 

:       ^^"^  the  wife  of  Bishop  Do  I^ncey,  Harriet  of  Augustus  Frederick  V'an  Cortlandt,  and  Ann 

of  EliM  Desbrowes  Hunter.  —  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record,  IV.  128. 
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hall  was  immensely  broad,  and  its  apartments  stately,  although  the  ceil- 
ings were  low.    The  carving  and  the  tiles  were  of  unique  pattern.     Gar- 
dens, lawns,  fruit-orchards,  highly  cultivated  fields,  and  great  deer-parks 
soon  surrounded  the  home  of  the  military  scholar,  and,  in  deference  to  the 
family  of  his  mother,  the  bride  named  the  estate  "  Beverley.**  It  was  for 
the  next  twenty-five  years  the  abode  of  a  generous  and  courtly  hospitality. 
Bobinson  was  a  major  in  the  British   army,  under  General  Wolfe,  and 
fought  with  heroic  courage  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham.     When  the  Bevo- 
lutionary  controversy  commenced,  he  opposed  the  measures  of  the  Minis- 
try, gave  up  the  use  of  impoited  merchandise,  and  clad  himself  and  his 
family  in  fabrics  of  domestic  manufacture.     But  he  opposed  also  the 
separation  of  the  colonies  from  the  mother  country.    He  was  not  a  native- 
bom  citizen  of  America.     He  was  a  retired  officer  of  the  king's  forces, 
liable  to  be  called  upon  at  any  time  in  case  of  war.     His  idea  of  a  sol- 
dier's fii*st  duty  was  obedience  to  superior  authority.     Hence,  although  he 
greatly  desired  to  take  a  neutral  part  when  hostilities  broke  out,  the  con- 
trary pressure  was  so  strong  that  he  yielded,  and  removed  his  fiunily  to 
his  city  mansion,  whence  they  took  refuge  in  Great  Britain  at  the  dose 
of  the  war.^    His  immense  estate  was  confiscated  by  the  Legialatare  of 
the  State,  and  sold. 

Mary  Philipse,  the  younger  sister  of  Mrs.  Bobinson,  was  bom  at  the 
manor-house  in  1730.  She  was  the  brilliant  young  lady  who  capfeiYated 
Washington,  when  he  was  the  guest  of  Colonel  Bobinson  at  the  NewToik 
mansion  of  the  latter,  in  1756,  while  on  his  horseback  journey  from  Vir- 
ginia to  Boston.  Whether  the  stylish  Virginia  colonel  was  backward  about 
coming  forward,  or  whether  he  was  actually  rejected  by  the  beantifiil 
belle,  will  ever  remain  a  question.  Colonel  Boger  Morris  was  the  fimned 
suitor,  and  shortly  afterward  the  fashion,  the  rank,  the  beauty,  and  the 
scholarship  of  the  capital  were  assembled  at  the  manor-hall  in  Tonkers 
to  celebrate  the  bridal.     Morris  had  been  a  fellow-soldier  with  Washing* 

^  The  children  of  Colonel  Beverly  Robinson  all  attained  distinction.  Beferiejwit  Lien- 
tenant-Colonel  in  the  BritiHh  army,  and  settled  at  St.  John's,  New  Brunswick,  where  he  br* 
came  President  of  the  Royal  Council.  He  died  in  New  York  City  in  1816.  John  wis  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Council,  and  treasurer  of  New  Brunswick  ;  also  mayor  of  St.  Johns,  ainf 
president  of  the  first  bank  ever  chartered  in  that  colony.  Sir  Frederick  passed  through  all 
the  gradations  of  army  rank,  commanded  a  brigade  at  the  battle  of  Vittoriiy  at  the  siege  of 
St.  Sebastian,  and  at  the  passage  of  the  Nievre  ;  he  was  commander-in-chief  of  the  OuiadiiB 
fon-es  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  np{>ointe<l  govrmor  of  Upper  Canada  in  1815,  at  thevnif 
time  H'ceiving  the  onler  of  kniglitliood.  He  was  aft4*rwards  advanced  to  the  Order  of  lb* 
Ikth.  He  visited  Beverly  in  his  mature  manhoo<l,  and  is  said  to  have  shed  tears  while 
regsmling  ^^ith  ])i'ofound  admiration  the  beauties  which  encompassed  hit  birthplace.  Sir 
William  Henry  was  knighted  by  the  king  for  valuable  services  rendered  to  the  English  gov- 
ernment.    His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Cgrtlandt  Skinner  of  New  Jersey. 
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ton  on  the  field  of  Monougahela,  where  Braddock  fell,  in  the  summer  of 
1755.  He  built,  shortly  after  his  marriage,  the  tine  old  mansioD  at  One 
Hundred  and  Sixty-ninth  Street,  which  was  the  residence  (until  her  death 
in  1865)  of  the  widow  of  Aaron  Burr,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States, 
known  as  Madame  JumeL  It  was  surrounded  by  highly  ornamented 
grounds,  and  its  situation,  from  its  commanding  view  of  the  Harlem  River 
at  High  Bridge,  to  Long  Island  Sound  aud  beyond,  was  one  of  the  linest 
and  most  attractive  on  Manhattan  Island  Morris  adhered  to  the  crown 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  1776,  and  when,  in  the  autumn 
of  that  year,  the  American  army  under  Washington  encamped  upon  Har- 
lem Heights  and  occupied  Fort  Washington,  he  fled  to  Beverly  for  safety, 
and  Washington  made  the  handsome  Morris  mansion  Lis  headquarters  for 


a  time.  The  estate  of  Adolphe  Plulipse  reverted  at  his  death  to  bis  nephew, 
the  second  lord  of  the  manor.  At  the  death  of  the  latter  the  land  in  Put- 
nam County  was  divided  between  his  younger  children.  The  part  around 
and  including  I^ke  Mahopac  fell  to  Mary  (Philipse),  Mrs.  Roger  Morria 
She  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  her  tenants  in  that  region  semi-yearly,  up 
to  the  time  of  the  Kevolution,  and  was  veiy  much  beloved  by  them.  She 
occupied  the  little  It^-house  of  her  great^uncle  at  first ;  but  she  finally 
caused  to  be  erected  a  much  larger  and  better  structure  of  logs,  where  she 
passed  seveovl  weeks  every  season.  This  log-house  is  still  in  existence,  a 
85 
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frame-house  having  been  built  around  it  It  is  occupied  by  a  man  so 
aged  that  he  can  distinctly  remember  when  boats  could  sail  from  the 
Hudson  River  through  Canal  Street,  in  New  York  City,  to  the  Fresh 
Water  Pond  in  Centre  Street.  It  is  near  the  famous  "Bed  Mill,"  which 
was  built  by  the  Philipse  tenants  in  1745,  some  giving  timber,  some 
boards,  and  some  labor,  as  it  was  esteemed  of  great  importance  to  have  a 
place  to  grind  the  grain  which  was  raised  in  this  remote  country.  The 
loft  of  the  mill  was  used  as  a  church  for  many  years,  and  Mrs.  Morris  al- 
ways attended  divine  service  there  whenever  on  a  visit  to  her  tenants. 
During  the  Revolution  the  mill  was  converted  into  a  storehouse  for  the 
American  army,  and  Mrs.  Morris's  log-house  was  more  than  once  occu- 
pied by  Washington,  and  was  the  scene  of  many  tragic  events. 

A  slice  of  the  Philipse  estate  bordering  upon  the  Harlem  River  (ex- 
tending towards  Yonkers)  had  been  conveyed  by  the  first  lord  of  the 
manor  to  Jticobus  Van  Cortlandt,^  the  husband  of  his  eldest  daughter,  Eve. 

1  Oloff  S.  Van  C'ortlandt  (the  first  Van  Cortlandt  in  this  country)  was  married  to  Ann,  the 
siBtor  of  G overt  IxMXjkennans,  in  the  Dutch  Church,  New  York,  February  26,  1642.  Their 
i'hiUln>n  were,  1,  Stephanus,  bom  1643,  married  Gertrude  Schuyler  ;  2,  Maria,  manied  Jere- 
niias  Van  Rensselaer  ;  3,  John,  died  unmarried ;  4,  Sophia,  married  Andrew  TeUer  ;  5,  Cath- 
arine, married  John  Derval,  afterwards  Frederick  Philipse  ;  6,  Cornelia,  nianied  Brandt 
S<'huylor ;  7,  Jacobus,  bom  1658,  married  Eve  Philipse. 

Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt  and  Gertrade  Schuyler's  children  were,  1,  John,  married  Anne 
Sophia  Van  Schoack,  and  left  an  only  daughter,  Gertrade,  who  married  Philip  Yerfdanck ; 
2,  Anne,  who  married  Stephen  De  Lancey ;  3,  Margaret,  who  married  Samuel  Baymrd ;  4, 
Oliver,  who  died  unmarried  ;  5,  Maria,  who  married  Kilian  Van  Rensselaer,  the  fourth  pa* 
troon  of  Renssclaerswick,  and  the  first  grantee  of  the  manor  under  the  FwgliA  patent  in  1764 ; 
6,  (tcrtmde,  died  young  ;  7,  Philip,  married  Catharine  De  Peyster ;  8,  Stej^anns,  manied 
Tatalina  Staats  ;  9,  Gertmde,  married  Colonel  Henry  Reekman  ;  10,  Gysbert,  died  unmarried  : 
11,  Elizabeth,  die<i  young  ;  12,  Elizabeth  (bom  1694),  married  Rev.  William  Skinner,  the  first 
rector  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  Perth  Amboy.  His  trae  name  was  McGregor  ;  be  was  one  of  the 
cluii  proscrilied  for  supporting  the  Old  Pretender  in  1715.  He  changed  his  name,  came  to 
.Vniorica,  and  Ivcame  an  Episcopal  elergyman.  His  oldest  son  was  Cortlandt  Skinner, 
wl)O80  daughter  married  Sir  William  Henry  Robinson,  of  "  Beverly  '*  ;  his  youngest  son, 
William  Skinner,  married  his  cousin,  Susan,  daughter  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren  and  Sosan 
IV  Ijinccy  ;  13,  Cntharine,  marrieil  Andrew  Johnston,  second  son  of  Dr.  John  Johnston, 
s|v«k«T  of  tho  New  Jersey  Assembly  and  member  of  the  governor's  council  of  New  Jersey. 
14,  Cornelia  ^bt^rn  1698),  marrieil  Colonel  John  Schuyler,  the  son  of  John  Schoyler,  the 
votinj^tT  bn>ther  of  Hon.  Peter  Si^huyler.  Colonel  John  Schuyler  and  Cornelia  Van  Cortlandt 
wr!x»  tin*  ]>art*nt«  of  the  celebmteil  General  Philip  Schuyler  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Jnoohus  Van  Cortlandt  (the  ancestor  of  the  Van  Cortlandts  of  Yonkers,  the  youngest 
brtinol)  of  the  Van  Cortlandt  family)  and  Eve  Philipee's  children  were,  Ifaigarrt,  married 
.\brahtini  Do  Poyster,  Jr.,  Treasurer  of  New  York  province  forty-aiz  years  ;  Anne,  married 
Judp*  John  (luunlxTs  :  Mar}',  married  Peter  Jay  ;  and  Frederick  married  Franoea  Jay. 

Philip  Van  Cortlandt  (who  liveil  at  the  manor)  and  Catharine  De  Pey8ter*s  children 
won\  1,  Stopht'u  (K'^m  in  1711\  marrieil  Mar>'  Walton  Ricketts ;  2,  Abraham,  died  uunar 
rii^l  ;  :t,  Philip,  ^lit^^  unmarrieti  :  4,  John,  liicil  unmarrieii  ;  5,  Pierre  (bom  1721X  first  lien* 
l«n.in!-pntrnor  ^^i  Ntw  York  .is  a  Statt-,  and  am-cstor  of  the  present  Van  Cortlandts  of  Cort* 
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The  great  substantial  country-house,  now  standing,  was  built  upon  this 
property  in  1748,  by  Frederick  Van  Cortlandt,  who  had  married  Frances 
Jay.i 

It  was  a  weaiy  drive  from  Kingsbridge  to  the  city,  the  roads  not  being 
cared  for  in  the  best  manner,  and  Clinton  was  overtaken  on  his  wintry 
journey  (it  was  late  in  the  autumn)  by  a  driving  northeastern  storm  of 
sleet  and  rain,  which  occasioned  an  attack  of  rheumatic  gout  from  which 
he  did  not  recover  for  months.  His  family  were  sick  at  the  same  time, 
and  he  wrote  dolorous  accounts  of  the  general  health  of  the  people  to  his 
friends  in  England,  which  created  an  unfavorable  impression  concerning 
the  climate  of  New  York.  Fevers  had  indeed  prevailed  to  an  alarming  ex- 
tent daring  the  season,  also  the  small-pox.  But  an  old  certificate,  signed 
in  the  presence  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  —  Gerardus  Stujrvesant, 
William  Roome,  Simon  Johnson,  John  Marshall,  and  Stephen  Van  Cort- 
landt—  by  the  physicians  of  New  York,  shows  that  about  the  middle  of 
October  the  sickness  had  materially  abated.  The  names  of  those  who 
were  practicing  medicine  in  the  city,  in  1745,  were  Doctors  Archibald 
Fisher,  William  Beekman,  Isaac  Du  Bois,  Roelof  Kiersted,  John  Van 
Bueren,  E  R  Kemmena,  Abraham  Van  Vleck,  William  Heweot,  William 
Blake,  David  Hay,  Alexander  Moore,  William  Brownjohn,  and  Joseph 
Bruning. 

The  House  was  in  session  when  the  governor  arrived,  and  although  in 
great  bodily  sufiTering  he  reported  the  demand  made  upon  New  York  for 
assistance  by  the  other  colonies,  and  the  temper  of  the  Indians.  He 
reconunended  the  raising  of  money  for  building  forts  along  the  frontiers, 
for  equipping  a  guard-ship  to  defend  the  const,  for  fitting  out  an  expedi- 
tion against  Crown  Point,  for  providing  provisions  for  the  Oswego  gar- 
rison, for  more  money  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  commissioners,  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  militia,  and  for  a  thousand  and  one  contin- 
gent expenses. 

The  response  was  slow  and  measured.  Why  must  so  weighty  a  bur- 
den be  borne  by  New  York  ?  The  members  of  the  Assembly  were 
nearly  all  rich  men,  and  consequently  laige  tax-payers.  The  bleeding 
process  was  becoming  painful     England  ought  to  come  to  the  rescue. 

laadt  Manor,  married  Joanna  Livingston  ;  6,  Catharine  (bom  in  1725),  was  killed  by  the 
bmstiiig  of  a  cannon  at  the  Battery. 

*  TTie  children  of  Frederick  Van  Cortlandt  and  Frances  Jay  were,  James,  married  Elizabeth 
Coyler ;  Frederick,  died  unmarried  ;  Augustus,  married  Helen  Barclay  ;  Ann,  married  Na- 
thamel  Maraton*  afterwards  Augustus  Van  Home  ;  Eve,  married  Henry  White. 

Aqgnrtna  Van  Cortlandt  and  Helen  Barclay's  children  were,  Ann,  who  married  her  cousin, 
Hawy  Wbita*  the  aon  of  Henry  White  and  Eve  Van  Cortlandt ;  and  Helen^  who  iparri^ 
JcoMf  Morris  of  MOTriaania, 


608  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Clinton  wrote  to  the  Lords  that  the  Assembly  was  extremely  backward 
in  promoting  any  public  good;  he  said :  "While  so  many  Dutch  prevail  in 
the  province,  I  can  have  but  little  hopes  of  succeeding  in  any  enterprise, 
though  ever  so  well  concerted,  unless  they  are  compelled  to  do  their  duty 
more  cheerfully  by  a  superior  power."  He  intimated  that  the  Dutch  of 
Albany  wanted  to  maintain  neutrality  with  the  French  savages  for  pur- 
poses of  trade,  and  actually  exchanged  ammunition  with  them  for  skins 
while  the  same  wretches  were  murdering  the  New  England  people  in  the 
most  shocking  manner.  He  charged  Philip  Livingston,  in  particular,  with 
having  been  engaged  in  the  nefarious  business.  He  urged  the  British 
Ministiy  to  take  cognizance  of  the  "  disobedience  and  indolence  of  the 
New  York  Assembly." 

In  the  spring  Clinton  begged  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  Eng- 
land for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  His  hearing  and  eyesight 
were  very  much  impaired,  and  he  had  lost  strength  and  flesh.  One  of 
his  children  had  died,  and  a  son,  who  had  been  afflicted  with  fever  and 
ague  for  ten  months,  had  already  sailed  for  Europe.  The  Assembly 
treated  him  with  disrespect,  and  the  counselors  were  ill-natured.  The 
government  was  not  likely  to  fill  his  purse,  and  he  was  heartily  di^usted 
with  New  York 

But  he  did  not  obtain  relief  just  then.  The  proceedings  of  the  French 
were  such  as  to  create  wide-spread  alarm  throughout  the  colonies,  and 
the  absolute  necessity  of  energetic  warfare  became  clear  to  every  mind. 
Governors  Shirley  of  Massachusetts,  Wolcott  of  Coimecticut,  Morris  of 
New  Jersey,  and  others,  were  in  constant  communication  with  Clinton, 
and  each  other,  and  a  gigantic  project  was  maturing.  Each  colony  had 
petitioned  the  crown  for  help,  and  the  promise  of  help  finally  came. 

Meanwhile  Gcvemor  Lewis  Morris  finished  his  earthly  career  at  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-three.     He  was  interred,  according  to  his  direc- 
tions in  the  family  vault  at  Morrisania.     The  funeral  cort^  left  Trenton 
on  the  26th  of  May,  and  reached  Amboy  the  same  evening,  where 

^  a  small  vessel  was  in  waiting,  which  conveyed  the  remains  to 
Morrisania.  The  pall-bearers  were  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  James 
Alexander,  William  Smith,  Abraham  De  Peyster  (the  treasurer),  Joseph 
Murray,  Robert  Walters,  David  Clarkson,  and  Lewis  Johnston..  The 
last  rites  were  performed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Standard,  rector  of  the  parish  <rf 
Westchester. 

Governor  Morris  had  directed,  among  other  things,  some  time  before  his 
death,  that  his  remains  should  be  placed  in  a  plain  coffin,  Without  cove^ 
ing  or  lining ;  and  he  had  prohibited  the  giving  of  rings  or  scarfs  at  his 
funeral,  or  the  wearing  of  mourning  garments  by  any  of  his  family  on 
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his  account,  as  it  was  an  unnecessary  expense,  which  the  indigent  would 
attempt  to  imitate.  He  ordered,  also,  that  no  man  should  be  paid  for 
preaching  a  funeral  sermon  for  him,  but  if  any  one,  churchman,  dissenting 
minister,  or  otherwise,  felt  inclined  to  say  anything  on  the  occasion  he 
should  have  no  objection.^ 

With  the  joyful  tidings  that  the  king  approved  of  the  aggressive 
measures  against  the  French,  and  that  the  colonial  forces  would  be 
joined  by  r^ular  troops  from  England,  the  Assembly  smiled  with  exul- 
tation. Impecuniosity  gave  way  to  generous  impulses.  A  grand  effort 
was  made  to  further  the  important  design.  Bounties  were  raised  for 
volunteers,  and  large  sums  were  appropriated  to  purchase  ammunition, 
provisions,  etc.  For  immediate  convenience  there  was  a  new  emission  of 
paper  money. 

Stephen  Bayard  and  Edward  Holland  from  the  Council  were  deputed 
to  superintend  the  building  of  a  fleet  of  bateaux,  which  was  esteemed 
essential  for  the  navigation  of  Lakes  George  and  Champlain.  They  re- 
ported, on  the  6th  of  July,  that  the  naval  architects  refused  to  work  under 
pretense  of  prior  engagements,  whereupon  the  House  enacted  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  impressment  into  the  public  service  of  all  artificers,  and 
their  ser\'ants,  whose  assistance  might  be  required,  together  with  horses, 
wagons,  and  anything  else  needful  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 

The  Assembly  hesitated  at  nothing  until  it  came  to  the  providing  of 
equipments,  provisions,  and  transportation  of  military  stores  for  the 
Indian  service,  and  then  it  firmly  refused  to  advance  money  to  the  crown, 
even  upon  loan,  prefering  to  raise  the  same  by  bills  of  exchange.  A 
grand  council  was  about  to  be  convened  at  Albany  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all  the  exposed  colonies,  and  the  members  of  the  House  could 
see  no  reason  why  each  colony  should  not  contribute  towards  the  heavy 
expenses  for  presents,  clothing,  arms,  and  subsistence  for  the  savage 
allies,  —  who  always  fought  for  honor,  scouting  the  idea  of  going  upon  the 
war-path  for  pay,  and  yet  must  have  incentives  to  action  upon  a  liberal 
scala 

The  session  closed  on  the  15th  of  July,  but  not  until  a  joint 

Jour  IB. 

coi^ratulatory  address   from  the  two   Houses  had  been  voted 

to  the  king.     The  committee  from  the  Upper  House  who  prepared  the 

1  From  die  Diary  of  Judge  Lewis  Morris  (the  governor's  son),  under  date  of  May  30,  the 
foDoviiig  is  extracted  :  "  Sent  back  the  chaises  to  Harlem  that  we  borrowed  for  the  buriaL 
TiMfe  wma  one  quarter  cask  of  wine  expended  at  the  funeral,  to  about  two  dozen  bottles,  and 
ahovt  two  gallons  of  mm,  a  barrel  of  cider  and  two  barrels  of  beer."  Bolton* 8  WuUhaAer. 
Fufgn  of  OmverMT  Lewis  Morris.  New  Jersey  Historteal  Colledions.  Governor  Lewis 
Morria  dkmated  the  timber  for  the  building  of  Trinity  Church,  and  the  vestry  granted  the 
kmStj  a  aqnare  pew. 
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document  were,  Philip  Livingston,  Chief  Justice  De  Laneey,  and  Judge 
Horsemanden. 

It  was  now  midsummer,  and  the  colonies  were  ready  for  immediate 
action.     The  militia  had  left  their  ripening  harvests,  and  with 

^  their  muskets  loaded,  were  awaiting  the  order  of  march.  But 
neither  troops  nor  other  aid  had  arrived  from  across  the  water ;  not  even 
a  message  of  encouragement.  The  inaction  of  the  parent  government, 
from  which  much  had  been  promised  and  more  expected,  was  re- 
garded with  dismay.  Its  co-operation  was  absolutely  essential  to  the 
execution  of  the  vast  scheme  in  progress,  and  the  fiery  ambition  \ni\i 
which  the  provinces  had  hurried  their  preparations  in  order  to  accomplish 
grand  anil  hoped-for  results  before  winter,  resolved  into  deep  chagrin. 

Clinton,  however,  proceeded,  according  to  arrangement,  to  meet  the  Six 
Nations  in  Albany.  He  was  at  loggerheads  with  his  counselors,  and 
only  three  of  them  could  be  induced  to  accompany  him  on  this  mission, 
—  Philip  Livingston,  Dr.  Colden,  and  John  Rutherford.  And  of  these 
Livingston  and  Rutherford  wei'e  sworn  personal  foes.  But  Livingston 
was  deeply  interested  in  tmnsactions  of  whatever  nature  with  the  In- 
dians, and  Major  Rutherford  was  already  in  Albany  on  military  duty. 
To  Clinton's  gi-eat  surprise  there  were  no  Indians  in  Albany  to  meet  him, 
except  two  straggling  Onondagas  and  one  Oneida  warrior  !  They  brought 
as  tix)phies  two  French  scalps,  which  they  said  they  had  taken  at  noonday 
within  sight  of  the  French  foil  at  Crown  Point.  The  leader  of  the  three 
made  a  sjkh'cIi  to  the  governor,  after  which  he  was  rewarded  for  his 
bnivery  with  a  line  lacetl  coat  and  hat,  a  silver  breastplate,  and  a  new 
name, —  Paih-opaur.  Each  of  his  companions  received  four  Spanish 
dollars,  a  blanket,  anil  a  laced  hat.  The  reports  from  the  messengers  who 
had  lH»en  sent  to  invite  the  Six  Nations  to  the  council  were  so  discour- 
aging that  Path-oiHjner,  proud  of  his  distinction,  volunteered  upon  an 
eniUissv  ti»  brin«j[  the  Indians  to  Alhinv. 

Other  8i'out8  came,  rejx)rting  large  numbers  of  French  and  Indiau^ 
at  Cn»wn  Point,  and  at  various  iH)iuts.  Sixteen  Mohawks  sent  to 
nvonnoitiv  the  works  of  the  enemy  by  Sir  'William  Johnson,  brought 
the  uni>lea8;int  intelligiMiee  that  the  French  were  making  extensive  prepa- 
rations to  attack  Si'heneetadv.  and  the  other  white  settlements  in  the  Mo- 
hawk  Valley,  and  pn>l»aMy  Alhmy.  and  that  there  was  an  appearance  of 
sonu'  private  undei^tandiiiv:  K»i\vtvn  the  Six  Nations  and  the  French  In- 
dians aUnii  Monin»al.  Sir  \Villiain  w  n»ie  to  the  governor  that  there  wen? 
serious  ijnnukls  for  alarm  ;  that  llie  white  settlers,  fur  twenty  miles  abovt* 
huu  auvl  Ivlow  Sohenei'tady  :  had  tli\l  frvnn  the  countn',  and  that  his  own 
pivj'^'rty  —  of  whiv  h  he  nanuHi  eleven  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  and  other 
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grain  —  was  in  jeopardy.  Clinton  sent  a  detachment  of  thirty  men  to 
his  assistance,  and  a  militia  company  to  the  upper  Mohawk  castle  for  the 
protection  of  the  Indians.  To  increase  the  embarrassment  of  the  gov- 
ernor, news  came  from  Shirley  that  the  Atlantic  seaboard  was  threatened 
by  a  French  invasion 

For  nearly  a  month  the  prospect  of  procuring  a  general  attendance  of 
Indians  was  far  from  flattering.  The  temper  of  the  Six  Nations  was  bad. 
The  war,  they  said,  was  between  the  English  and  French ;  it  was  none  of 
their  quarrel  If  they  began  to  fight  there  was  no  rest  for  them  until 
either  they  or  their  foes  were  swept  from  ofif  the  face  of  the  earth.  "  The 
treacherous  rascals ! "  exclaimed  Golden,  ''  I  have  no  doubt  that  some 
of  the  chiefs  have  alr^y  pledged  themselves  to  the  crafty  Jesuit  eccle- 
siastics." 

Golden  started  at  once  for  the  Mohawk  castles,  where  he  had  spent 
some  time  twenty  years  before,  and  been  adopted  into  their  clan  and  in- 
vested with  an  Indian  name,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Rarclay,  at  last  persuaded  three  of  the  sachems  who  had  been  on  a  visit 
to  the  governor  of  Ganada,  to  sustain  the  cause  of  the  English.  At  the 
same  time.  Sir  William  Johnson,  by  request  of  Clinton,  was  laboring  with 
the  other  chiefs.  He  assumed  their  dress,  painted  himself,  feasted  them, 
set  them  to  teaching  him  how  to  dance  their  war-tlances,  and  entered 
into  all  their  athletic  exercises  and  games.  The  savages  were  flattered,  and 
adopted  him  as  their  war-chief.  When  they  finally  consented  to  go  to 
Albany,  a,  political  feud  arose  among  themselves,  and  they  separated,  one 
party  marching  on  one  side  of  the  river  and  the  other  on  the  opposite 
side.  A^  they  neared  Albany,  Johnson  put  himself  at  their  head,  dressed, 
painted,  and  plumed,  as  required  by  the  dignity  of  his  rank  as  Indian 
chieftain.  When  they  passed  the  Albany  fort,  salutes  were  exchanged, 
the  Indians  firing  their  muskets  and  the  fort  its  artillery.  Johnson  and 
the  sachems  were  afterwards  received  in  the  great  hall  of  the  fortress,  and 
ser\'ed  with  wine  and  other  refreshments.. 

All  sorts  of  private  maneuvering  with  individual  chiefs  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  induce  them  to  declare  war  against  the  French.^     It  was  a 
critical  moment  indeed.     There  were  many  difficulties  to  be  ad- 
justed before  the  opening  of  the  Council.     Meantime  Clinton  had 
been  attacked  by  fever,  and  the  duty  of  conducting  the  conference  de- 
volved upon  Golden.    Commissioners  from  Massachusetts  were  present,  also 

^  The  Indian  Chiefs  were  admonished  that  they  iiiu»t  guard  against  tht*  treacheruus  wiles 
of  the  French  priests,  and  tohi  that  their  friends,  the  English,  were  now  going  to  wi|ie  away 
the  sorrowful  tears  of  the  Six  Nations  ;  and  some  of  the  chiefs  replied,  that  their  blood 
boiled  mt  the  way  in  which  they  had  been  treated  by  the  wicked  priests  and  that  henceforth 
tWj  ■bould  have  no  farther  use  for  them,  only  for  roasting. 
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the  CommissioneTS  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  mayor  and  corporation  of 
Albany;  among  the  latter  were  Myndert  Schuyler,  Cornelius  Cuyler, 
Nicholas  Bleecker,  Stevanus  Groesbeeck,  and  John  De  Peyster.^  Golden 
delivered  an  eloquent  and  carefully  prepared  speech,  explaining  the  mar- 
velous feats  which  the  English  were  about  to  perform,  and  at  the  end  of 
each  sentence  one  of  the  chiefs  called  out,  "  yo-hay, — Do  you  heart" 
and  a  low  guttural  of  approbation  came  from  the  whole  assemblage. 
When  Golden  took  his  seat  the  war-belt  was  thrown  down,  and  the  sig- 
nificant act  was  followed  by  a  war-shout.  Three  days  afterward  the 
sachems  responded  satisfactorily ;  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
days,  presents  had  been  lavishly  distributed,  the  war-dance  had  ^^ 
been  performed  in  the  presence  of  the  governor  and  other  distinguished 
gentlemen,  —  the  warriors  all  painted,  —  and  appropriate  songs  had  closed 
the  entertainment.  The  Indians  started  for  their  homes  in  fine  spirits, 
but  the  small-pox  broke  out  among  them  on  the  journey,  and  many  died, 
among  whom  were  two  energetic  chiefs  who  had  promised  to  enlist  the  far 
Indians  in  favor  of  the  English. 

Glinton  remained  in  Albany  a  month  longer,  and  conferred  with  the 
Stockbridge,  the  Susquehanna,  and  other  tribes  of  Indians.  In  the  mean 
time  the  savages  in  the  French  service  kept  the  New  England  frontier 
and  the  eastern  border  of  New  York,  in  one  continuous  state  of  alarm ; 
houses  and  bams  were  burned,  and  fields  reddened  with  blood.  The  most 
conspicuous  demonstration  of  the  enemy  during  the  season  was  about  the 
middle  of  August,  when  a  force  of  regular  troops  and  Indians,  numbering 
over  nine  hundred,  descended  upon  Fort  Massachusetts,  the  bulwark  of 
the  Berkshire  Hills  and  the  headquarters  of  Golonel  Ephraim  Williams, 
the  commander  of  the  posts  in  that  region.  The  fort  stood  in  a  long  low 
meadow,  commanded  by  heights  in  every  direction.  I4s  site  is  now  des- 
ignated by  a  lone  tree,  and  is  about  half-way  between  the  beautiful  to^-ns 
of  Williamstown  —  the  seat  of  Williams  GoUege,  which  was  fotmded  by 
Golonel  Ephraim  Williams  —  and  North  Adams.  The  fort  was  unfiEtvora- 
bly  situated  for  defense,  and  the  little  garrison,  consisting  of  only  eleven 
men  able  to  do  duty  (eleven  were  sick),  under  John  Hawks,  were  1am- 
entiibly  short  of  ammunition.     Indeed,  Thomas  Williams,  with  thirteen 

1  .folin  De  I'eystor  wa«  the  grandson  of  Johannes  De  Pejrster,  bom  in  New  York  Janiunr 
14,  1694.  He  married  Anne  Schuyler,  and  settled  in  Albany.  He  had  twodaughten,  Anne, 
who  nmrrie<l  Volkert  P.  Donow,  and  Rachel,  who  married  Tobias  Ten  Eyck.  He  was  Re- 
corder of  the  city  of  Allwny  from  1716  to  1728,  and  mayor  from  1729  to  1782.  In  1754  he 
lKM>ume  one  of  the  ConimLssioners  of  Indian  Affairs  ;  he  was  subseqaently  m  oontmctor  with 
the  ^veminent  to  supply  Oswego  and  other  outposts  with  stores,  and,  in  1755,  was  one 
of  the  commisMioners  for  {>aying  the  forces  in  the  expedition  in  which  JohnsoD  defeated 
Dieskau. 

42 


DISAPPOINTMENT.  613 

men,  had  just  started  on  a  secret  tour  through  the  wilderness  to  Deerfield, 
for  supplies  —  Colonel  Williams  himself  was  at  Albany  with  the  greater 
part  of  his  soldiers,  under  orders  to  march  with  the  expedition  to  conquer 
Canada.  The  little  band  of  eleven  resisted  the  nine  hundred  as  long 
as  a  spoonful  of  powder  was  left  in  the  fort ;  the  defease  was  one  of 
the  most  gallant  affairs,  of  its  magnitude,  on  record.  Hawks  surrendered, 
finally,  to  the  French  commander,  M.  Vaudreuil,  who  offered  honorable 
terms  of  capitulation ;  the  latter  laughed  dryly  when  he  found  his  prison- 
ers numbered  only  eight  effective  men,  —  three  having  been  killed  during 
the  siege,  —  but  he  and  his  officers  treated  the  gallant  young  sergeant  as 
brave  men  are  prone  to  treat  the  brave.  The  Indians,  however,  were  irri- 
tated at  the  smallness  of  the  booty,  and  butchered  all  the  sick  and  infirm, 
and  set  fire  to  the  fort ;  ^  the  remainder  of  the  prisoners,  including  two 
women,  and  several  children,  were  carried  to  Crown  Point,  and  from  thence 
to  Canada.  Sir  William  Gooch,  governor  of  Virginia,  had  been  commis- 
sioned by  the  crown  to  command  the  Canadian  expedition,  and  had  de- 
clined ;  hence  Clinton  was  in  actual  command  of  the  forces  gathered  at 
Albany.  He  was  severely  censui*ed  for  his  negligence  in  not  having  em- 
ployed rangers  to  scour  the  forests  and  watch  the  motions  of  the  enemy, 
when  it  was  discovered  that  so  large  a  force  had  been  led  through  the 
country,  and  actually  besieged  Fort  Massachusetts  for  over  forty-eight 
liours,  within  forty  miles  of  Albany,  without  the  fact  being  known  until 
s<»me  time  after  the  invaders  had  retired.  There  was  more  than  one 
among  the  counselors  and  legislators  who  attributed  it  to  penuriousness, 
and  some  were  so  bold  as  to  say  that  the  money  which  should  have  been 
expended  in  such  service  went  into  the  private  purse  of  the  governor. 

All  this  time  no  news  came  from  Boston  or  from  England.  The  sum- 
mer had  passed  away,  and  of  course  the  best  season  for  active  military 
operations  against  Crown  Point  and  Canada.  Disappointment  settled 
like  a  pall  over  Albany.  Finally  letters  came  from  General  Shirley  and 
from  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren.  New  England  was  absorbed  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  coasts,  and  England  had  failed  in  every  engagement.  No 
fleet,  no  troops,  no  Sir  John  Sinclair,  to  lead  the  colonies  on  to  victory. 
It  only  remained  for  New  York  to  prepare  winter  quarters  for  the  soldiers, 
and  adopt  plans  for  guarding  against  the  murderous  attacks  of  the  foe. 

^  O^ooel  WiUiuDS  rebuUt  Fort  Massaohoaetts  the  next  year  ;  he  was  attacked,  while  so  do- 
iii|^  by  m  litfge  party  of  the  enemy,  who  came  with  the  intention  of  hindering  his  operations, 
but  wen  repalsed  with  heavy  loss.  In  1748  it  was  the  scene  of  another  sharp  fight.  After 
tlip  peace  of  that  year  was  concluded  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts 
granted  to  Colonel  Williams  a  large  tract  of  land  in  that  vicinity.  On  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  in  1755,  he  was  ordered  with  his  command  to  join  Sir  William  Johnson,  and  fell 
in  the  attack  upon  Dieskau  near  Lake  Geoif^e. 
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Clio  too  did  oat  get  oo  well  with  the  Indian  oommiasionen.  He  was 
Hurly  and  tbey  were  opinionated.  His  policy  differed  ftom  their  no- 
tiooji.  He  wa>$  unyielding,  and  several  of  them  decUned  to  attend  the 
i'/mucW.  He  finally  displaced  Colonel  Schuyler  (the  son  of  Hon.  Peter 
Si;huyler;,  and  placefi  Sir  William  Johnson  at  the  head  of  the  Indian 
Iie|mitnient. 

He  returned  to  New  York  early  in  Ctetober.    He  found  the  As- 

Oct  14 

84;ifihly  rii^e  for  a  quarrel  There  was  talk  about  gross  niisman- 
ageinent  on  the  i>art  of  the  governor,  and  Golden  was  criticised  for 
th«!  |;art  he  had  taken  in  conducting  affairs  with  the  Indians.  Clinton 
was  indisposed,  and,  instead  of  opening  the  session  in  person,  sent 
for  the  H]>eaker,  and  through  him  transmitted  a  copy  of  his  mes- 
sage to  the  House.  This  procedure  was  voted  irregular  and  unprece- 
<leiit4;<i.  The  inessage  itself  created  a  tempest.  It  called  for  subsistence 
•for  the  winter  encanii)nient  at  Albany,  and  for  laiger  appropriations  in 
every  dinu;tion.  It  contained  subtle  hints  relative  to  distrusts  that  were 
lN*iiig  fomented  by  artful,  designing  men;  and  admonitions  to  the  effect 
that  one  branch  of  the  government  should  not  wantonly  encroach  upon 
the  prc'i'ogativeH  of  other  branches  of  the  government. 

FredtM-ick  Philipse,  Judge  l^wis  Morris,  David  Clarkson,  Hemy  Cru- 
ger,  and  CohuKjl  Schuyler  wei*e  the  committee  to  draft  a  reply.  They 
said  that  larg(?r  ajjju'opriations  had  been  voted  already  than  even  the  king 
had  ex|MU'4c(l.  Th(;y  disapproved  of  the  winter  encampment,  as  the  sol- 
diers couhl  not  b('  made  eonifortiible  in  Albany,  and  sickness  and  deser- 
tion wnuM  inevitably  follow.  They  proposed  to  enter  upon  a  full  inves- 
titration  of  the  Indian  branch  of  the  public  service  as  soon  as  the  papers 
and  dcicunients  relating  Ui  it  should  lie  placed  before  the  Assembly,  and 
until  then  no  larg(*r  sum  than  usual  would  be  voted  for  that  department, 
••  A'.s/  (hnr  Ih'  further  misroiufuct"  They  threw  back  into  the  governor's 
fae(>  till*  insinuations  inspecting  the  intlueuce  of  artful  and  designing  men, 
l»y  i-enuirking.  |H)intedly,  that  if  such  j)ersons  had  been  infusing  distrust 
into  his  KxeeUenev's  mind,  thev  must  have  sinister  ends  in  view,  and 
eoiihl  U»  n<i  frieinls  to  the  country.  As  for  encroaching  upon  the  preroga- 
lives  of  olhei-s  they  designed  nothing  of  the  kind  ;  the  troubles  which  had 
hilhei1t»  arisen  in  the  coK)ny  hail  resulted  from  the  bad  advice  given  by 
ilcsiLiuini:  men  to  the  irovernoi^.  and  not  fnmi  any  wanton  stretch  of  power 
b\  the  jH'ople.  They  ii'ferivd  to  the  nvent  vote  of  the  sum  of  £6,500 
tor  the  sidwistemv  t>f  the  ti\)oj»s  at  AlUmv.  and,  in  addition  to  the  civil 
list,  ot  the  iM>»\ision  lor  jviiyini:  the  tleticient  lumnty-money.  Beyond  that, 
"  tljc  1  ill  luuMances  o\  the  lolony  o\'  which  they  were  the  most  competent 
|\i»l:rN    wonlil  \\x*{  sutVer  them  to  take  one  step  further." 
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Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  in  whom  Clinton  had  reposed  great  confi- 
dence during  the  first  years  of  his  administration,^  was  now  the  active 
head  of  the  opposition.  De  Lancey  had  disapproved  of  Clinton's  deter- 
mination to  demand  an  independent  support  for  a  term  of  years  in  place 
of  the  annual  provision  accorded  by  the  Assembly.  He  had  given 
vigorous  advice  upon  other  subjects  which  Clinton  swallowed  ungra- 
ciously. Certain  members  of  the  Council  holding  different  opinions  from 
the  chief  justice  privately  counseled  the  governor  to  maintain  the  dignity 
of  his  station,  and  not  allow  an  inferior  to  domineer  over  him. 

One  day  Clinton  and  De  Lancey  were  dining  together,  and  grew  very 
warm  over  the  discussion  of  some  of  the  vexed  questions  of  state.  De 
Lancey  insisted  upon  a  favorite  point  with  an  imperious  air,  and  Clin- 
ton, losing  all  patience,  declared  that  he  should  not  be  driven.  De 
Lancey  retorted,  that  he  would  make  the  administration  uneasy  for  his 
Excellency  in  the  future,  and  took  his  leave.  Clinton's  parting  words 
were,  '*  You  may  do  your  worst."  And  thie  two  were  never  afterwards 
reconciled. 

Xo  man  in  New  York  prior  to  the  Revolution  wielded  greater  influ- 
eu4*e  than  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey.  He  was  an  intellectual  giant. 
His  bn.*atlth  of  knowledge,  culture,  magnetic  presence,  vivacity,  wit, 
condescension  to  inferiors,  and  channing  good-nature  made  him  a  general 
favorite  with  all  classes.  But,  extremely  affable  as  he  was  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  —  when  it  was  his  humor,  —  he  was  haughty  and  over- 
bearing whenever  he  was  thwarted  in  his  purposes,  and  his  anger  was 
fierce  and  unrelenting.  He  could  not  with  grace  tolerate  opinions  differ- 
ing from  his  own ;  implicit  and  unreasoning  acquiescence  in  his  views 
was  the  price  of  his  friendship ;  and  to  such  friends  he  knit  himself  with 
hooks  of  steel ;  there  was  no  service  in  his  power  he  would  not  render 
them,  and  they  served  him  with  a  zeal  which  indicated  the  iijarvelous 
strength  of  his  nature.  His  bearing  was  princely.  He  would  have  been 
{K)tnted  out  in  any  promiscuous  assembly  as  a  man  bom  to  connnand. 
His  enormous  wealth  rendered  him  an  object  of  interest  to  the  multi- 
tuda  They  pinned  their  faith  to  his  honesty,  because  he  could  have  no 
possible  motive  for  stealing  the  public  money.  He  was  not  a  foreign 
invader  seeking  to  enrich  himself  with  the  suiplus  earnings  of  the  hard- 
working pioneers  of  the  country.  He  was  their  friend  and  champion. 
His  snow-white  horses  and  gilded  chariot  with  outriders  in  handsome 
livery  excited  no  envy  ;  his  grand  old  mansion  on  Broadway  and  his  still 

'  Clio  ton  presented  De  Lancey,  of  his  own  aoeonl,  a  new  commission  of  cliief  justice  for 
lile,  dated  Scfptember  14,  1744,  in  place  of  his  former  one,  the  tenure  of  which  was  only 
"dDing  pleasure.** 
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more  elegant  country-seat  were  objects  of  pride  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city.  The  latter  was  on  the  Bowery  road  above  Grand  Street.  The 
house  stood  in  the  rear  of  the  block  between  Bivington  and  De  Lancey 
Streets.  It  was  a  broad  stately  brick  building,  three  stories  high,  expensive- 
ly furnished,  and  contained  a  generous  and  well-chosen  library ;  the  walls 
of  the  apartments  were  embellished  with  choice  works  of  art,  and  it  was 
otherwise  invested  with  the  refined  tastes  of  hiih  who  built  and  beautified 
it  An  avenue  shaded  on  either  side  by  handsome  trees,  which  in  sum- 
mer time  formed  a  leafy  arch  overhead,  led  from  the  mansion  to  the 
Bowery  Eoad.  The  estate  spread  over  an  incredible  number  of  acres. 
The  map  of  the  same,  sketched  by  De  Lancey  while  Ueutenant-govemor 
of  New  York,  and  perfected  by  his  son,  James  De  Lancey,  illustrates  the 
symmetry  of  his  plans  in  regard  to  the  future  laying  out  of  streets.^  The 
attractive  square  which  appears  on  the  map  disappeared  when  the  prop- 
erty was  confiscated  by  the  State,  and  sold  in  lots  to  suit  purchasers. 

Golden,  henceforward,  became  the  governor's  confidential  adviser  and 
staunch  supporter.  He,  no  less  than  De  Lancey,  was  a  man  of  genius 
and  power.  Indeed,  his  erudition  quite  surpassed  the  age  in  which  be 
lived,  and  the  brilliant  qualities  of  his  mind  shone  like  the  sun  among 
stars.^  He  possessed  sound  judgment,  and  was  honored  and  respected  by 
the  community  at  large.  He  was  a  small,  high-shouldered,  plain-faced 
man,  with  few  personal  graces,  but  his  iron  will  wa^  fully  equal  to  that 
of  his  brilliant  rival.  Indeed,  while  unlike  in  almost  every  respect 
except  irritability  of  temper,  the  two  formidable  adversaries  were  well 
matched. 

James  Alexander  and  William  Smith,  who  had  been  formerly  so  valiant 
in  the  popular  interest,  were  now  squared  about,  as  it  were,  for  they  had 
never  been  on  cordial  terms  with  the  chief  justice  since  the  Zenger  trial* 
They  stood  by  Golden,  and  Golden  managed  Clinton. 

*  Copied  through  the  courtesy  of  Edwaid  F.  De  Lancey. 

*  Golden  was  a  physician,  a  botanist,  an  astronomer,  and  a  historian. 

<  James  Alexander  resided  the  greater  part  of  the  year  at  his  oountiy-ceai— his 
"  plentifuU  esUte,"  as  Clinton  termed  it  in  writing  to  the  Dokeof  Newcastle— in  New 
Jersey,  near  Perth  Amboy.  That  he  should  have  failed  in  meeting  regularly  with  the 
council  in  New  York  is  no  matter  of  surprise,  when  we  consider  wliat  were  the  tfaTetiag 
facilities  at  that  date.  A  "  stage- wagon  "  crossed  New  Jersey  between  New  Bmnswiek 
and  Trenton  once  a  week  as  early  as  17^  (and  even  before),  which  appears  frooi  a 
humorous  complaint  of  Qovemor  MorriF,  about  the  mode  in  wliich  a  box  of  beer  bot- 
tles had  been  sent  him  :  "  Whereas  at  l^iew  York  it  was  first  landed,  then  carted  «p 
the  Broad-way,  then  down  again  to  the  water  side,  then  put  on  boaid  a  boat  to  New 
Brunswick,  and  then  carted  thirty  miles  to  this  place."  In  1744^  annsngSBienls  were 
made  for  the  "  stage-wagon  "  to  run  twice  a  week  ;  and  in  1750,  a  new  line  was  eitab- 
lished,  connecting  New  York  with  Philadelphia  by  the  same  ionte.  with  a  "  ■fgahnsl'' 
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Meantime  the  House  became  intensely  excited  over  the  news  that  the 
high  sheriff  of  Albany,  by  order  of  Colonel  Roberts?  an  officer  of  one  of 
the  independent  companies,  had  broken  open  the  storehouses  in  that  city, 
and  taken  into  custody  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  for  the  soldiers. 
Golden  himself  had  sanctioned  the  act,  after  in  vain  trying  to  induce  the 
oonunissioners  to  obey  the  direct  orders  of  the  governor,  and  issue  sup- 
plies for  the  hungry  troops.  The  House  at  once  adopted  a  resolution 
approving  of  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners ;  and  another  declarin<r 
both  Roberts  and  the  high  sheriff  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor;  and 
several  others,  among  which  was  one  declaring  Dr.  Golden  guilty  of  high 

la  the  aniKnmcement  the  proprietor  states  that  passages  are  made  in  forty-eight 
AMTft  lesB  time  than  by  any  other  line  ;  but  he  does  not  state  how  long  it  requires  to 
aeeanplish  the  whole  joamej  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia.  The  following  year, 
the  enterprise  having  proved  successfol,  he  again  advertises  hSafaH  line,  and  promises 
to  "endeavor  to  nse  people  in  the  best  manner,  and  not  keep  them  more  than  five 
dajs  on  the  way."  This  stirred  the  Philadelphians  into  brisk  competition,  and  a 
"stage-wagon  with  a  good  awning"  began  to  run  between  "Crooked  Billet  Wharf" 
and  "  Amboy  Ferry,"  whele  a  passage  boat  with  a  "  fine,  commodious  cabin,  fitted  up 
whh  a  tea-table,  and  sundry  other  conveniences,"  conveyed  the  passenger  to  the  me. 
trapolis.  It  was  not  until  1765,  that  the  traveler  was  able  to  go  from  New  York  to 
FMadelphia  in  three  days.  The  vehicle  then  used  was  a  covered  Jersey  wagon  with- 
out springs,  and  was  called  the  "  Flying  Machine."  The  roads  were  rough,  and  in 
■any  instances,  particularly  in  swampy  places,  were  but  a  mere  causeway  of  logs  with 
gfavel  thrown  over  them.  Conmiissioners  were  appointed  to  survey  and  straighten 
Ae  New  Jersey  roads  in  1765,  hoping  to  shorten  the  distance  between  the  cities  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  ;  but  they  found  obstacles  which  were  difficult  to  overcome. 
OoL  John  Schuyler,  of  Belleville,  is  said  to  have  constructed  the  first  road  over  the 
lats  between  Newark  and  New  York.  Brissot  de  Warville,  the  French  traveler,  in 
1774,  qpeaks  of  this  highway  as  a  marvelous  work.  "  All  the  way  to  Newark  (nine 
■ilea)  is  a  marshy  country,"  he  says,  "  intersected  with  rivers  ;  at  two  miles  we  cross 
aeedar  swamp,  at  three  miles  we -intersect  the  road  leading  to  Bergen,  a  Dutch  town  on 
oar  right,  at  five  miles  we  cross  the  Hackensack  River,  and  finally  we  cross  the  Pas- 
mic  River  (coachee  and  aU)  in  a  tecvl  by  means  of  pulling  a  rope  fastened  on  the  op- 
posite side."  Of  the  road  itself,  he  writes,  "  It  is  built  wholly  of  wood,  with  much 
labor  and  perseverance,  in  the  midst  of  water,  on  a  soil  that  trembles  under  your  feet, 
and  prores  to  what  point  may  be  carried  the  patience  of  man  who  is  determined  to 
eooqner  DStare  I "  The  Duke  de  Rochefoucault  traveled  over  this  road,  improved,  in 
1795,  and  deacribes  it  as  "  very  disagreeable  to  the  traveler,  and  difficult  for  carriages, 
beini^  so  narrow  in  some  places  as  not  to  admit  of  passing,  and  extremely  rough.  It 
is  lUMSlim  tinl  of  trees  having  their  branches  cut  away,  disposed  longitudinally,  one 
beside  another,  and  slightly  covered  with  earth."  —  ViTiUehead. 
'  Gokmel  Roberts  was  "  Comet  of  Horse  "  at  the  accession  of  George  I,  and  was  con 
hf  his  first  marriige  to  the  Earl  of  Halifax.  His  second  wife  was  the  daughter  of 
Harrison,  the  counselor  at  New  York.  Clinton  placed  high  value  upon  hir 
and  recommended  him  to  the  favor  of  the  king,  l)ecause  he  hazarded  his  liftt 
In  Bsaj  instances  for  the  good  of  New  York,  the  Governor  of  Canada  having  offered  a 
Isffs  lewnrd  for  his  scalp. 
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misdemeanor,  for  attempting  by  threats  to  influence  officers  appointed  by 
law  to  violate  their  duty ;  and  another  declining  to  vote  any  further 
supplies  until  an  effectual  stop  should  be  put  to  such  proceedings,  and 
demanding  that  the  governor  should  direct  the  attorney-general  to  prose- 
cute the  delinquents. 

It  was  a  peculiar  controversy.  Each  party  seemed  to  feel  abundantly 
justified  in  its  course;  and  each  seemed  determined  to  embarrass  the 
other.  The  governor  explained  to  the  Assembly  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  and  asked  for  the  future  that  provisions  might  be  delivered  to  the 
army  agreeably  to  the  existing  engagements  of  the  Assembly,  in  which 
event  nothing  which  had  happened  would  ever  be  repeated.  He  also 
pledged  that  all  possible  cai-e  should  be  taken  of  the  provisions,  and  exact 
accounts  rendered. 

There  was  a  lull  after  this,  although  the  better  state  of  feeling 
had  not  been  reached.  Towards  the  close  of  the  session  Chief 
Justice  De  Lancey  called  the  attention  of  both  Houses  to  a  pamphlet 
which  had  fallen  into  his  hands,  giving  an  account*  of  the  late  conference 
with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  which  he  said  was  a  misrepresentation  of 
facts,  and  a  reflection  upon  the  absent  counselors;  he  moved  that  the 
printer  be  ordered  to  appear  and  confess  the  author's  nama  Dr.  Golden 
was  in  the  speaker's  chair,  and  at  once  stated  that  he  wrote  the  pamphlet 
and  caused  it  to  be  printed,  but  that  he  had  no  intention  of  casting  any 
reflections  upon  the  other  gentlemen.  In  spite  of  his  apologies,  the 
majority  condemned  the  offensive  paragraphs,  and  passed  a  resolution 
that  the  pamphlet  contained  odious  misrepresentations.  Golden  told 
Glinton  (who  was  not  present)  that  the  occurrence  was  an  entire  surprise 
to  him,  and  that  the  gentlemen  were  all  lawyers,  and  prepared  with  set 
speeches,  while  he  was  not  ready  to  respond  in  a  proper  manner.  He 
was  accused  of  having  told  the  world  in  print  that  he  was  the  next  man 
to  the  governor  in  the  government;  and  the  governor  was  cautioned 
against  ''one  of  those  artful  and  designing  persons  who  had  private 
views."  * 

While  Clinton  had  been  in  Albany,  the  members  of  the  Council  who 
had  refused  to  accompany  him  had  held  meetings  and  transacted  busi- 
ness in  New  York  without  consulting  his  Excellency;  they  had  even 
issued  orders  to  the  militia,  and  corresponded  with  the  neighborii^ 
governors,  under  the  style  of  the  Council  of  the  Province.  Clinton  was 
humiliated  and  annoyed,  but  he  was  not  a  master  spirit,  and  if  he  had 
been,  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  could  have  controlled  the  conflicting 
elements.  The  chief  men  in  the  two  branches  of  the  L^islature  were  in 
harmony,  and  the  Assembly  bad  beconae  more  arrogant  than  evw    The 
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governor's  blunders  were  freely  commented  upon  in  private  circles  as 
well  as  public  places.  His  want  of  skill  in  the  art  of  fortification,  as 
exhibited  in  the  city  defenses,  was  a  subject  of  caustic  criticism  and 
much  merriment  His  love  of  ease  was  styled  "laziness."  He  spent 
much  of  his  time  at  his  country-seat  in  Flushing,  Long  Island,  entertain- 
ing visitors,  who  partook  of  his  good  dinners,  and  played  billiards  with 
his  lady.^  He  was  really  very  much  out  of  health.  Bui  that  fact 
elicited  little  sjrmpathy.  "  Give  him  plenty  of  wine  and  Golden,  and  he 
will  get  well  fast  enough,"  said  Judge  Horsemanden.  "  Hcfw  would  it  do 
to  prescribe  a  few  grains  of  sense  ? "  asked  Golonel  Schuyler.  "  Deadly 
poison,  I  assure  you ;  he  has  never  been  accustomed  to  such  diet,"  was  the 
quick  retort 

Clinton  poured  his  woes  into  the  ears  of  Governor  Shirley  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  aigued  against  the  legislative  principle  in  his  letters  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade.  He  said  the  Assembly  was  seeking  power  and  would 
eventually  assume  the  administration,  if  the  crown  did  not  interfere  and 
sustain  its  officers ;  it  meddled  with  military  as  well  as  civil  affairs,  and 
took  upon  itself  to  pass  judgment  upon  what  the  crown  should  or  should 
not  do.  He  said  that  all  the  minutes  and  messages  of  the  Assembly 
were  drafted  by  Horsemanden,  with  the  advice  of  Chief  Justice  De 
Lincey,  and  one  or  two  others.  He  wished  to  remove  De  Lancey  from 
the  Council,  but  it  would  be  of  no  use  while  he  was  chief  justice  of  the 
province ;  would  the  Lords  have  the  kindness  to  deprive  him  of  the  chief- 
justiceship,  so  that  his  power  might  Ixj  extinguished  ?  As  for  Horse- 
manden he  could  no  longer  be  tolerated.  And  during  subsequent  hostili- 
ties between  Clinton  and  the  Legislature,  Horsemanden  was  suspended 
from  all  his  offices.  James  Alexander  was  appointed  to  the  Council  in 
his  stead ;  and  not  far  from  the  same  time  Stephen  Bayard  was  super- 
seded as  counselor  by  Brandt  Schuyler. 

The  winter  ended,  as  it  commenced,  in  unprofitable  quarrels  and  ag- 
;^vatmg  personalities.  The  spring  opened  inauspiciously  for  New 
York.  The  governor  demanded  more  money  and  more  respect- 
ful treatment,  and  intimated  his  belief  that  the  opulent  men  of  Albany, 
who  had  accumulated  their  riches  by  trade  with  Canada,  were  desirous 
of  preserving  the  neutrality  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  had  actually  counte- 
nanced the  introduction  of  Roman  Catholic  emissaries  into  the  colony  for 
treasonable  purposes.     The  troops  who  had  been  in  service  through  the 

^  Mn.  Clinton  was  greatly  superior  to  her  husband  ;  she  is  spoken  of  as  '*an  ambitious 
with  a  clear  intellect  and  strong  will."     Smith;  Dunlap,     Her  son  Henry,  the  Bnt- 
general  wbo  figured  so  conspicuously  in  the  Revolutionaiy  War,  inhent«<l  her  prominent 
tntts  <^  cbtfacter. 
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winter  were  clamorous  for  their  pay ;  the  officers  at  Saratoga  were  fearful 
that  they  would  desert  in  a  body.  Many  had  already  deserted,  and  there 
was  serious  talk,  all  along  the  frontier  stations,  of  mutineering  in  a  body 
and  paying  themselves  by  the  plunder  of  the  city  and  county  of  Albany. 
The  Assembly  declared  there  had  been  a  large  embezzlement  of  the  funds 
provided  for  Indian  presents  in  1745, — £1,000  having  been  voted,  and  less 
than  £300  worth  of  goods  having  reached  their  destination, — and  that 
there  had  been  much  needless  expense  incurred  in  the  erection  of  fortifi- 
cations for  the  want  of  competent  engineers.  Individuals  had  profited 
largely  through  the  appropriations  in  all  branches  of  the  service.  Money 
voted  for  the  building  of  a  chain  of  block  houses  had  been  diverted  to  the 
subsistence  of  detachments  of  militia  posted  by  the  governor  upon  the 
frontiers,  without  consultation  with  the  Assembly.  The  other  exposed 
colonies  had  an  equal  interest  with  New  York  in  building  and  sustaining 
those  defenses,  and  should  contribute  to  the  expense,  and  whenever  they 
were  found  ready  to  co-operate  in  the  work  of  mutual  protection  the 
House  would  vote  additional  sums  as  far  as  might  be  judged  necessaiy. 
The  imputation  against  the  people  of  Albany  was  resented ;  the  governor 
had  been  misled  in  his  opinions  by  "men  of  wrong  heads  and  worse 
hearts,  who  were  screening  themselves  behind  the  curtain,"  and  intrigu- 
ing with  the  people  and  the  Indians  to  create  difficulties  which  would 
advance  their  "  own  private  views." 

This  response  to  the  governor's  message  was  prepared  by  a  conmiittee 
chosen  by  the  House  for  the  purpose,  consisting  of  David  Clark- 
son,  Cornelius  Van  Home,  Paul  Richard,  Henry  Cruger,  Freder- 
ick Philipse,  John  Thomas,  Lewis  Morris,  David  Pierson,  and  William 
Smith,  with  nearly  all  of  whom  the  reader  has  hitherto  made  the  acquaint- 
ance. 

Clinton  replied  tartly,  and  adjourned  the  House  for  a  week.  When  it 
reassembled,  he  called  attention  again  to  the  distractions  at  the  NotUl 
Money  must  be  raised  to  pay  the  troops  in  full  The  House  referred  to  a 
letter  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  of  the  preceding  year,  which  authorized 
preparations  for  the  Canadian  expedition  with  an  assurance  that  officeis, 
as  well  as  rank  and  file,  were  to  be  taken  into  his  Majesty's  pay.  Hie 
governor  had  the  means  of  paying  the  forces  in  his  own  hands,  and  if  he 
refused,  and  harm  came  to  the  lives  and  estates  of  the  people  of  New 
York,  he  alone  would  be  to  blame. 

The  refractory  little  Parliament  met  only  to  adjourn  until  nearly  the 
middle  of  August.  Meanwhile,  the  commissioners,  entrenched  behind 
a  law  of  the  governor's  own  making,  would  not  obey  his  orders,  and  the 
soldiers  were  mutinous.     Clinton  replenished  his  exchequer  with  biUs  of 

60 


SIR   WILLIAM  JOHNSON.  621 

exchange,  and  went  to  Albany  to  try  to  straighten  matters.  The  forces 
were  deplorably  diminished  by  sickness  and  desertion.  Thirty-eight  who 
had  run  away  in  a  body  had  been  fired  upon  by  the  officers  at  Esopus  and 
arrested.  The  country  north  of  Albany  was  infested  with  the  enemy. 
Murders  were  of  daily  occurrence,  and  the  victims  to  this  terrible  border- 
warfare  were  not  left  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  moment's  security  or  re- 
pose. They  were  compelled  to  fortify  their  houses  by  nfght,  and  go  armed 
to  their  work  in  the  fields  by  day.  Saratoga  was  constantly  harassed, 
and  Albany  threatened. 

Sir  William  Johnson  was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  keep  the  Six 
Nations  in  good  temper.  They  were  disgusted  with  the  inactivity  of  the 
•  English,  and  fretted  over  what  they  termed  lack  of  courage  in  not  destroy- 
ing Crown  Point,  thus  opening  a  passage  to  Canada.  "  Let  us  go  up 
there,"  they  said,  "and  we  will  not  leave  a  soul  alive."  Johnson  wrote 
to  Clinton,  under  date  of  August  4,  1747,  that  he  coidd  hardly  get  time  to 
lay  pen  to  paper,  as  his  house  and  every  one  of  his  outhouses  were  con- 
tinually full  of  Indians  from  all  nations ;  he  was  obliged  to  sit  in  council 
with  them  five  and  six  hours  each  day,  listening  to  their  complaints,  and 
answering  their  questions.  The  Iroquois  had  brought  in  many  of  the 
far  tribes  to  form  treaties,  and  they  were  ready  to  fight ;  but  if  the  Eng- 
lish did  not  begin  soon,  they  threatened  to  make  peace  with  the  French 
for  themselves.  Johnson  said  he  might  do  great  service  with  those  men 
if  he  only  had  the  opportunity.  But  he  was  leading  a  miserable  life 
among  them,  occasioned  by  so  many  disappointments,  and  they  were 
thinking  worse  and  worse  of  the  English  government. 

Shirley,  notwithstanding  the  neglect  of  the  Ministry  and  the  enormous 
difficulties  in  the  way,  was  energetically  at  work  trying  to  push  forward 
an  attack  upon  Crown  Point,  as  the  only  method  of  checking  the  devasta- 
tions of  the  enemy.  He  wrote  to  Clinton,  urging  unity  of  action  in  the 
colonies ;  and  Clinton  upon  his  return  to  New  York  placed  the  letter 
with  a  message  before  the  Assembly.  But  the  lack  of  confidence  in  the 
execution  of  the  scheme,  together  with  bickerings  about  the  exact  quotas 
from  the  different  colonies,  and  the  portion  of  the  expense  to  be  borne  by 
the  crown,  delayed  definite  action.  October  came  finally,  and  it  was  too 
late  in  the  season  to  invade  Canada,  even  if  the  other  colonies  had  been 
ready. 

Sir  William  Johnson  about  the  same  time  appeared  in  New  York  to 
discuss  Indian  affisiirs.  He  said  the  warriors  had  been  detained  from  hunt- 
ing for  a  whole  year,  by  direction  of  the  governor,  and  were  consequently 
in  a  state  of  destitution,  —  actually  suffering  for  necessaries  for  themselves 
and  their  fiunilies.    Measmsa  most  be  taken  for  their  relief,  else  he  must 
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leave  his  Mohawk  settlement,  and  his  removal  would  be  the  signal  for  a 
general  flight  of  the  people  of  the  valley.  Forts  should  be  erected  in  their 
country  to  inspire  them  witli  confidence ;  this  latter  was  of  the  first  im- 
portance. A  number  of  sachems  accompanied  Johnson  to  the  metropolis, 
and  awaited  developments. 

9 

The  subject  was  discussed  at  great  length,  also  plans  for  an  expedition 
against  Crown  Point  in  the  early  spring,  the  forces  to  rendezvous  at 
Albany  by  the  15th  of  ApriL  Shirley  thought  an  application  should  be 
made  to  the  crown  to  send  a  large  fleet  into  the  St.  Lawrence  to  attack 
Quebec  at  the  same  time.  In  the  event  of  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the 
parent  government,  the  colonies  should  create  a  diversion  themselves  by 
fitting  out  such  a  fleet  as  they  could  with  their  own  merchant  vessels,  to  act . 
in  concert  with  ships  of  war  which  might  be  cruising  near  the  American 
coast.  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Connecticut  should  enter  into  a 
compact  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  either,  in  case  of  an  invasion ;  and 
the  rest  of  the  colonies  should  be  invited  to  aid. 

Clinton  comprehended  the  scheme  in  an  elaborate  message  to  the  As- 
sembly, asking  for  a  speedy  reply.  It  came.  It*  consisted  of  a  Ion*,' 
string  of  resolutions.  The  House  voted  cheerfully  for  whatever  was  es- 
sential to  the  Canadian  invasion,  for  the  defense  of  the  hundreds  of  miles  ol* 
frontier  during  the  intervening  winter,  for  generous  and  satisfactory  pres- 
ents to  the  Indian  chiefs,  who  were  present  in  the  city,  and  for  their  suf- 
fering conn-ades  at  liome ;  but  significant  allusion  was  made  to  the  gov- 
ernor's drafts  upon  tlie  crown  during  the  past  summer,  which  were  supposed 
to  liave  been  f(»r  tlie  Indian  service,  and  had  never  been  heard  from,  and 
therefore  the  sums  which  were  now  raised  would  he  placed  in  the 
Imnfh  of  proper  prrsans  for  disbursement.  Forts  would  be  built  in  the 
Indian  country  only  on  condition  that  the  other  colonies  shared  the  ex- 
penses. 

The  inii)eachnient  of  executive  integrity  was  too  much  for  Clinton. 
In  great  wrath  lie  informed  the  gentlemen  he  should  receive  nothing  from 
tliem  foreign  to  liis  message,  and  which  did  not  relate  to  the  preservation 
of  the  iVoutiers  and  the  fidelity  of  the  Indians.  The  effect  of  his  laconic 
retort  wjis  similai-  to  that  of  throwing  a  lighted  torch  into  a  magazine  of 
gunpowder.  The  Assembly  closed  its  dooi*s,  locked  them,  and  laid  the 
key  upon  the  table  in  the  ancient  form,  when  grave  matters  were  to  be 
considered.  A  series  of  resolutions  were  adopted,  declaring  it  to  be  the 
right  and  privilege  of  tin*  House  to  proceed  upon  all  proper  subjects,  in 
such  order,  method,  and  manner  as  should  by  the  members  be  esteemed 
most  convenient ;  that  the  declaration  of  the  governor  that  he  should  re- 
ceive nothing  from  the  House  at  that  time  but  what  had  been  recom- 
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mended  in  his  message  was  irregular  aud  unpi-ecedented,  tending  to  the 
subversion  of  the  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  the  House  and  tbe 
people ;  and  that  whoever  hail  advised  that  message  had  attempted  to 
undermine  those  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  subvert  the  constitution 
of  the  colony,  and  was,  moreover,  "  an  enemy  to  its  inhabitants." 

The  resolutions  were  followed  immediately  by  a  lengthy  address  or 
remonstrance,  reported  by  David  Clarkson,  who  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  review  the  subject.  It  was  read  to  the  House 
and  approved.  The  speaker,  David  Jones,  signed  it,  and  a  committee, 
consisting  of  Clarkson,  Philipse,  Thomas,  Cruger,  Beekman,  and  Cham- 
bers, were  chosen  to  present  it  to  the  governor.  They  went  to  his  house, 
and,  knocking  at  the  outer  door,  told  the  sei'vant  who  attended  that  they 
had  a  message.  He  disappeared  and  presently  returned  accompanied  by 
a  gentleman,  who  showed  them  mto  the  presence  of  the  governor.  His 
Excellency  received  them  politely,  but,  when  they  told  him  •  that  they 
had  come  as  a  committee  of  the  House  witli  a  remonstrance,  which  the 
chairman  would  read  to  him,  he  refused  to  hear  it  read,  or  to  have  it  left 
upon  his  table,  upon  the  groimd  that  such  a  procedure  without  the  pres- 
ence of  the  speaker  was  unparliamentary. 

Another  message  came  swiftly  to  the  House  from  the  governor.  He 
taunted  the  gentlemen  for  what  he  styled  the  farce  of  locking  the  door  and* 
laying  the  key  with  solemn  force  upon  the  table,  and  inquired  ironically  if 
there  were  suspicious  people  outside  the  doors  attempting  to  break  in,  or 
if  their  own  members  were  inclined  to  run  away  ?  The  act  must  have  b^en 
to  give  the  appearance  of  shutting  him  out,  which  was  a  high  insult  to  royal 
authority.  They  were  putting  on  airs ;  and  their  assumption  was  virtually 
a  denial  of  subjection  to  the  crown  and  Parliament.  He  warned  them  of 
a  power  that  was  able  to  punish  them,  or  any  other  legislative  body,  when 
it  became  criminal  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  He  vindicated  his  own  con- 
duct from  the  beginning  of  the  controversy,  denied  any  misapplication 
of  money,  and  reviewed  at  length  the  misbehavior  of  the  Indian  Commis- 
sioners, which  had  resulted  in  what  the  House  was  pleased  to  term  mis- 
management in  the  placing  of  Sir  William  Johnson  at  the  head  of  that 
department  He  took  the  House  to  tfisk  for  its  want  of  common  decency 
in  ordering  resolutions  and  remonstrances  intruded  upon  him  in  the  privacy 
of  his  own  dwelling,  and  complained  of  the  efforts  made  to  deprive  him  of 
the  esteem  of  the  people.  He  pronounced  all  the  charges  and  insinuations 
which  had  been  heaped  upon  him  during  the  last  two  years  false  and 
malicious ;  in  his  opinion  such  long-continued  and  unbecoming  conduct 
could  only  arise  from  a  firm  principle  of  disloyalty,  with  a  deteniiination 
to  deliver  the  country  over  to  the  king's  enemies,  or  to  overturn  the  con- 
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stitution  by  throwing  the  administration  into  confusion,  and  thus  gratify 
the  pride  and  private  rancor  of  a  few  men  at  the  risk  of  the  lives  and 
estates  of  the  people ;  for,  said  he,  "  that  there  are  such  in  this  country ; 
is  no  secret,  nor  the  share  they  have  in  your  private  consultations."  * 

There  were  few  so  blind  as  not  to  understand  that  Clinton's  barbed 
arrow  was  aimed  at  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey,  whose  clear  vigorous  advice 
kept  the  Assembly  strong  in  its  independent  course.  Clinton  had  written 
repeatedly  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  urging  the  appointment  of  Colden  as 
lieutenant-governor  of  New  York.  What  was  his  surprise  and  chagrin 
when,  upon  opening  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  dated  October 
27,  1747,  he  found  inclosed  a  commission  for  De  Lancey.  He  attributed 
it  to  the  influence  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren,  De  Lancey's  brother-in- 
law,  who  was  now  a  member  of  Parliament  from  Westminster,  and  a 
favorite  in  the  higher  English  circles.^  Colden,  who  had  been  twenty- 
six  years  in  the  Council,  and  was  much  the  older  man,  esteemed  it  a  per- 
sonal aflront.  He  was  not  conscious  of  any  wrong-doing.  He  had  acted 
according  to  his  stern  convictions  of  right.  He  had  governed  the  gov- 
ernor, it  is  true,  in  many  things,  but  only  for  the  public  good.  His  crime 
must  have  been  in  laboring  to  support  the  authority  of  the  crown.  For- 
merly he  and  De  Lancey  had  been  fast  friends.  Peter  De  Lancey,  the 
brother  of  the  chief  justice,  had  married  Colden's  daughter.'  Alas !  the 
families  were  estranged. 

Clinton,  who  was  contemplating  a  voyage  to  England,  was  directed  to 
deliver  the  commission  to  De  Lancey  whenever  he  should  depart  from 
the  government.  He  immediately  wrote  to  the  Lords,  begging,  as  a  great 
favor,  that  he  might  be  authorized  to  suppress  the  commission  to  De 
Lancey,  who,  he  said,  was  in  league  with  the  Assembly  to  encroach  upon 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and  leave  Dr.  Colden  president  of  the 
Council,  which  the  latter  deserved  for  his  long  and  valuable  service  to  the 
country.  He  also  asked  that  the  suspended  counselors,  Horsemanden 
and  Bayard,  might  continue  suspended;  and  that  Admiral  Sir  Peter 

»  Report  of  (he  PHvy  Council  upon  the  StaU  of  New  York,  N.  Y.  CoU,  MSS,,  VI.  614-689. 
Abstract  of  the  evidence  relaling  to  New  York  in  the  Books  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  N.  Y. 
Col  MSS.,  V.  639-704. 

^  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren  had  been  very  successful  in  his  naval  exploits,  and  had  taken 
so  many  rich  prizes  that  he  was  said  to  be  the  richest  man  in  England  at  this  tiiiM.  In  the 
autumn  of  1747  he  was  presented  with  a  large  silver  monteth  of  curiooa  workmanahip^  bj  tiie 
inhabitants  of  Barbadoes,  in  acknowledgment  of  his  distinguished  aervioea.  Lady  Waim 
was  greatly  admired  at  the  English  Court  Some  of  the  scribblers  of  the  day  pronoanoed  her 
the  most  brilliant  woman  in  Great  Britain. 

'  Peter  De  Lancey  lived  in  Westchester,  and  represented  that  borongh  in  the  AawmblT 
fix)m  1762  to  1768. 
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Warren  might  be  shown  less  favor  since  he  had  exerted  himself  to  the 
disadvantage  of  New  York. 

Clinton  had  more  influence  with  the  British  Ministry  than  would  nat- 
urally be  supposed,  but  not  sufficient  to  clog  the  growing  popularity  of 
the  chief  justice.  The  tact  and  scholarship  of  the  latter,  as  appeared  in 
his  correspondence,  triimiphed  in  every  instance  over  the  difl'use  produc- 
tions of  the  governor.  And,  besides,  it  could  by  no  means  be  proven 
that  De  Lancey  ruled  the  Assembly.  The  Assemblymen  were  men  of 
opinions,  with  personal  dislikes  and  old  feuds  rankling  in  their  blood. 
Their  contumacy  was  more  likely  the  ill  effects  of  the  condescensions 
of  former  governors.     Thus  the  lords  reasoned. 

There  was  a  brief  lull  in  the  conflict,  but  only  for  a  few  days.  Orders 
came  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  for  the  disbanding  of  the  troops  en- 
gaged for  the  intended  expedition,  and  directed  the  colonies  to  pay  them 
and  transmit  the  accounts  to  be  reimbursed  by  Parliament.  The  House, 
after  considering  the  subject,  declined  advancing  either  money  or  credit 
for  the  payment  of  the  forces  in  arrears,  in  view  of  the  almost  ruined  con- 
dition of  the  colony,  through  the  heavy  expenses  entailed  by  the  war. 
Bills  were  passed,  however,  providing  for  the  support  of  garrisons  and 
scouts  during  the  winter,  and  for  erecting  such  fortifications  as  seemed 
absolutely  necessary. 

On  the  26th,  Clinton  sent  in  a  message  to  the  effect  that  he  must 
shortly  order  a  laige  detachment  of  militia  to  the  frontiers,  and 
demanded  for  them  pay  and  subsistence.  The  same  day  Speaker 
Jones  communicated  the  fact  to  the  House,  that  the  governor,  by  a  written 
order  under  his  own  hand,  had  forbidden  James  Parker,  the  government 
printer,  firom  publishing  in  the  Post  Boy  (the  newspaper  which  had  suc- 
ceeded the  New  York  Gazette)  the  celebrated  remonstrance  which  his 
Excellency  had  refused  to  hear  read.  Parker  had  refused  to  notice  a 
verbal  order  from  the  governor's  secretary,  but  printed  in  full  the  written 
mandate,  together  with  a  paragraph  descriptive  of  the  immannerly  intru- 
sion of  the  committee  upon  the  governor's  privacy.  Clarkson  was  highly 
incensed.  He  rose  in  his  seat  and  made  a  brief  statement  of  the  actual 
features  of  the  interview.  Parker  was  sent  for  to  produce  the  original  docu- 
ment from  the  governor.  This  being  done,  resolutions  were  passed  declar- 
ing that  the  attempt  to  prevent  the  publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Assembly  was  a  violation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  an 
infringement  of  their  privileges ;  that  the  remonstrance  was  a  regular  pro- 
ceeding ;  that  the  governor's  order  was  illegal,  arbitrary,  and  unwarranta- 
Ue,  and  a  violation  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  that  the  speaker's  order 
for  printing  the  remonstrance  was  regular  and  consistent  with  his  duty. 
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Parker  pfeferred  to  caist  his  faitimes  iuto  the  popular  groove;  the 
grA'emor's  order  was  disn.'^^nled,  and  the  order  of  the  Assembly  obeyed 
The  rerooostrance  appeare>l  in  the  next  issue  of  the  paper.  Clinton  was 
furious ;  cutting  messages  and  sharp  threats  were  shot  in  both  directions. 
The  controvers}'  was  maintained  with  fiery  intensity  for  many  days,  in 
the  course  of  which  the  House  coolly  directed  Parker  to  reprint  the 
offensive  document,  and  fiirmsh  each  member  with  two  copies,  "that  their 
constituents  might  know  that  it  was  their  firm  resolution  to  preserve  the 
liberty  of  the  press." 

A  series  of  fiisagreements  followed  It  was  whispered  that  Clinton 
was  interested  in  privateers ;  that  he  had  granted  extravagant  tracts  of  land 
in  remote  parts  of  the  province  (reserving  shares  to  himself  under  ficti- 
tious names;,  which  greatly  weakened  the  frontiers ;  that  he  had  demanded 
subsistence  for  certain  companies  under  oflScers  of  his  own  appointing, 
which  really  never  existed;  that  he  had  embezzled  the  presents  pro- 
vided for  the  Indians;  that  Saratoga  was  lost  through  his  injudicious 
withdrawal  of  troops ;  that  he  obstructed  the  course  of  justice  by  delay- 
ii^  proceedings ;  that  he  sold  offices,  civil  and  military,  and  the  rever- 
sions of  the  same ;  in  short,  that  he  was  putting  forth  every  energy  to 
make  the  government  a  post  of  profit  to  himself  Clinton  became  so  exas- 
perated, that  finally,  on  the  25tb  of  Xovember,  he  sunmioned  the  House 
before  him,  and  in  a  long  and  exhaustive  speech  accused  the  gentlemen 
of  having,  in  their  continued  grasping  for  power,  encouraged  disobedience 
throughout  the  colony,  by  willfully  giving  currency  to  notorious  false- 
hoods which  must  necessarily  cast  contempt  upon  the  king's  representa- 
tive ;  and  dissolved  the  body. 

A  committee  from  the  House  were  at  the  moment  preparing  another 
remonstrance  for  his  delectation, —  a  formidable  paper,  sufficient  to  fill  one 
hundred  pages  of  an  ordinary  octavo,  and  which  eWuced  no  mean  talent 
for  reasoning  and  analysis.  As  it  was  nipped  in  the  bud,  so  far  as  its  offi- 
cial character  was  concerned,  it  was  shortly  published  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  to  the  governor,  which  did  not  improve  his  temper. 

Oliver  De  Lancey  in  a  fit  of  indignation  asked  his  brother,  the  chief 
justice,  if  the  affairs  of  the  province  could  not  be  conducted  without  an 
Assembly ;  and  he  was  reported  to  have  recommended  the  utility  of 
hanging  three  or  four  i)eople,  and  establishing  an  independent  govern- 
ment. Clinton  was  determined  to  make  an  example  of  him,  and  at  last 
obtained  several  (leiK)sitious  to  the  effect  that  he  had  used  disrespectful 
words,  and  called  the  governor  "  an  arrant  villain,  scoundrel,  and  rascal" 
When  the  depositions  were  read  in  council,  the  chief  justice  expresseil 
his  abhorrence  of  such  wortls,  and  desired  leave  to  withdraw.  Clintou 
proceeded  to  prosecute  the  offender. 
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Clinton  made  a  strenuous  eifort  all  at  once  to  prevail  upon  the  Lords 
of  Trade  to  suppress  the  office  of  treasurer ;  he  wished  the  public  funds  to 
go  directly  into  the  bands  of  the  receiver-general.  If  the  laws  might  be 
repealed  whence  the  treasurer  derived  his  authority,  it  would  compel  the 
Assembly  to  obey  his  requirements,  in  the  manner  of  issuing  money. 
De  Peyster,  the  treasurer,  was  as  difficult  to  manage  as  the  chief  justice 
himself.  He  dared  to  neglect  orders,  when  the  governor  demanded  sight 
of  accounts  for  the  purpose  of  confuting  the  malice  of  the  Assembly,  and 
proving  that  instead  of  his  having  converted  large  sums  to  private  uses, 
Speaker  Jones  had  actually  drawn  a  considerable  amount  for  secret  ser- 
vices connected  with  the  House.  "  It  shows,"  said  Clinton,  "  how  abso- 
lutely the  treasurer  and  the  treasury  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Assembly  ;  I  can  neither  oblige  De  Peyster  to  obey,  nor  appoint  another 
treasurer  in  his  place." 

Abraham  De  Peyster,  to  whom  frequent  reference  has  been  made 
during  the  last  twenty-seven  years,  was  not  an  active  politician.  He 
was  connected  by  marriage  and  on  intimate  social  terms  with  the  leading 
men  of  the  colony,  but  he  held^himself  aloof  from  special  controversies. 
He  had  fewer  enemies,  probably,  than  any  other  man  connected  with  the 
government.  His  intqjrity  was  not  questioned.  He  was  immensely  rich, 
—  a  fact  which  went  far  towards  satisfying  the  community  that  he  was  a 
proper  custodian  for  the  colony's  purse.  He  was  a  tall,  handsome  man, 
of  pleasing  address  and  aristocratic  habits.  He  lived  in  a  stylish  manner 
in  the  old  De  Peyster  mansion  on  Queen  Street,  which  was  built  by  his 
father  in  1695.^  His  coach  was  silver-trimmed,  emblazoned  with  the 
family  arms,  and  drawn  by  four  beautiful  grays ;  the  livery  of  his  ser- 
vants was  a  blue  coat,  with  yellow  cape,  cuffs,  and  lining,  and  yellow 
small-clothes ;  the  button-holes  worked  with  yellow,  and  the  buttons 
plain  velvet* 

De  Peyster's  numerous  children  were  already  reaching  years  of  maturity 
and  settling  about  him.     James,  the  elder  son,  was  married  early 
this  spring  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Hon.  Joseph  Reade.     He  was  a 

*  Aftar  the  death  of  the  treasurer  (in  1767),  the  De  Peyster  mansion,  described  on  page  420, 
was  parchaaed  (in  1769)  by  Hon.  Henry  White,  member  of  the  governor's  C'ouncU,  and  one 
of  the  ftmnders  and  fourth  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  married  Eve,  daugh- 
to*  of  Frederick  Van  CorUandt  and  Frances  Jay.  He  was  attached  to  the  royal  cause  during 
the  Rerolutioiif  and  hia  estates  were  among  the  easiest  confiscated  in  1 779.  He  left  the  city 
vith  the  British  army  in  178S.  Hia  wife  did  not  accom^iaiiy  him,  and,  his  death  following 
HKMii,  she  continued  to  reside  in  New  York,  taking  up  her  al)ode  at  No  11  Broadway  (her  own 
iaheritance  from  her  father),  where  she  lived  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  where  she  died 
Avgost  11,  1836,  aged  ninety-eight.  Chamber  of  Comnierce  Records^  Sketches  of  Colonial 
Kmt  York,  Biograpkieal  and  tlistorical,  images  36,  39.     By  John  Austin  Stevens. 

*  MiMxUamMU*  Work$  o/ J.  Watts  de  Peyster,  p.  108. 
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merchant,  and  at  one  time  (prior  to  their  capture  in  the  French  war) 
htid  many  vessels  of  his  own  at  sea.  He  was  also  a  gentleman  of 
leisure  and  •^nius,  and  of  dashing,  impetuous  military  proclivities. 


He  built  a  castle-shaped,  quaintly  attractive  country-house  upon  an 
enuuence  a  little  to  the  east  of  where  Anthony  Street  now  intersects 
Broadway ;  he  furnished  it  expensively,  importing  a  rare  and  valuable 
lihrary,  and  a  collection  of  pictures  from  the  old  masters.  He  laid  out 
open  groves,  wooded  walks,  and  extensive  lawns  and  gardena  This 
beautiful  and  retired  home,  where  the  dignitaries  of  state  and  celebrities 
from  abroad  were  often  entertained,  was  called  "  Ranelagh."* 

The  new  Assembly  was  composed  of  the  same  members,  with  only  one 
or  two  exceptions,  as  its  predecessor.  Jones  was  again  the  chosen  speak- 
er.    Indeed,  things  went  on  very  much  as  they  had  done.     The  Indians 


■  Huguet  De  Vej»et,  tlie  eldest  dmnghter  of  James  De  PeyBter,  mairied  CU.  TTiinii 
James,  who  commanded  the  my a1  artillery  at  New  York  in  the  time  of  Ibe  siaBip  ael 
riot,  and  who  wm  afterwanls  sUtiooed  at  Glbialtv.  conoerniag  whidi  fonn«  b» 
wriile  a  aoted  work.  James  D<-  I'l^yHter,  Jr..  the  fourth  eon  of  Jkinea  De  Pejater,  «m 
an  ufflrer  in  the  British  army  under  the  Duke  of  Tork.  and  was  kUlod  in  ttant  of  Ik 
lines  of  Menin,  May  18,  1T9»  Frederic,  the  Bfth  aoD— aee  pBge490.  Sainbetlk, Ik* 
youngest  daughter.  Iioni  Jan.  17,  17SU,  became  tbe  wife  of  Dr  WlUnn  ~ 
Dt  PegfUr  Oentaloff]/. 
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were  less  ardent  in  their  attachment  than  l)ef()re  the  failure  of  the  Cana- 
dian enterprise,  and  must  be  courted.  But  a  letter  from  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  unexpectedly  proffered  all  the  necessary  money  for  Indian 
presents,  and  the  House  beamed  with  good-nature,  and  expressed  itself 
quite  willing  to  unite  with  the  other  colonies  in  any  well-concerted  scheme 
for  the  destruction  of  Crown  Point. 

Clinton  began  to  flatter  himself  that  things  were  going  to  move  more 
smoothly,  when  he  received  another  hit.  The  House  appointed  Robert 
Charles  its  agent  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  without  saying  "  by  your 
leave,  sir."  It  was  through  the  reconmiendation  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter 
Warren.  The  ostensible  object  in  view  w*as  to  opix)se  the  royal  confirma- 
tion of  a  late  act  in  New  Jersey  respecting  the  partition  line,  although 
Clinton  detected  sinister  designs  in  «uch  a  procedure.  The  House  author- 
ized Speaker  Jones  to  instruct  the  agent  and  corresjiond  with  him  re- 
specting all  matters  of  importance ;  and  the  honoraUe  gentleman  de- 
spatched a  letter  to  Charles  the  same  day.  ^ 

Meanwhile  a  Congress  convened  in  Aix-la-Chapelle,  to  restore  tranquil- 
lity to  the  civilized  world.  After  eight  years  of  reciprocal  annoy- 
ance, the  conditions  of  peace  between  Fmnce  and  England  were  to 
return  to  the  state  before  the  war.  Nothing  was  gained  by  either  nation. 
The  treaty,  negotiated  by  the  ablest  statesmen  of  Europe  with  all  the 
pomp  of  monarchical  diplomacy,  left  the  American  boundary  along  its 
whole  line  determined  only  by  the  vague  agi^eement  that  it  should  be  as 
it  had  been.  Henceforth  both  French  and  English  hunied  to  occupy  in 
advance  as  much  territory  as  possible,  without  too  ojxjnly  compromising 
their  respective  governments.  There  was  no  cessation  of  hostilities  until 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  in  October. 

The  tidings  reached  New  York  of  what  was  in  contemplation,  just  as 
Clinton  and  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  council  were  about  starting  for 
Albany,  to  meet  Governor  Shirley  and  the  Mohawk  sachems  in  grand 
coonciL  Clinton  sent  messages  to  Shirley  and  to  Sir  William  Johnson, 
and  proceeded  as  far  as  the  manor  of  Livingston,  where  he  awaited  replies. 
On  the  20th  of  July  the  largest  assemblage  of  persons  which  had 
ever  yet  convened  in  America  crowded  the  city  of  Albany.  Groups 
of  picturesquely  attired  savages,  with  nodding  plumes  and  variegated  blan- 
kets, wandered  up  and  down  on  everj'  side.  The  proceedings  of  the  con- 
ference were  neit*  er  new  nor  important.  The  scouring  process  (the 
brigfalening  of  the  covenant  chain)  was  the  chief  topic  of  oratorical  dis- 
jJay.  There  were  preparations,  however,  to  be  made  for  the  coming 
peace,  for  the  enemy  had  not  yet  suspended  their  murderous  operations. 
The  troops  at  Albany  and  at  sevei-al  jKiiuts  were  suffering  for  the  want  of 
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supplies.  Men  were  deserting  and  oflSoers  resigned  their  oonunissions, 
flatly  refusing  to  serve  longer.  The  governor  ordered  the  Commissioners 
to  forward  provisions  to  the  garrisons,  and  they  declined  because  they  had 
not  been  authorized  by  the  Assembly. 

Clinton  advised  with  Shirley  in  r^ard  to  the  couise  to  be  pursued  with 
his  republican  Assembly.  The  two  governors  had  been  for  some  time  in 
correspondence  with  the  great  masters  of  English  jurisprudence,  and  both 
pinned  their  faith  to  the  supremacy  of  Parliament 

The  Ministry  were  disposed  to  experiment  upon  New  York,  and  the 
return  of  peace  was  chosen  as  a  favorable  epoch.  It  was  resolved  to 
extort  from  the  Assembly  fixed  salaries  and  a  permanent  revenue  at  the 
royal  disposal,  or  by  producing  extreme  disorder  compel  the  interposition 
of  Parliament  Clinton  was  the  unwelcome  instrument  through  whom 
the  disciplining  process  was  to  be  accomplished.  He  met  the  Assembly 
in  October,  and  began  his  work  by  demanding  what  had  been  so 
'  often  denied,^  revenue  for  five  years.  This  was  indignantly 
refused.  As  for  the  more  recent  practice  of  naming  the  officers  proWded 
in  the  salary  bills,  the  House  not  only  justified  it,  but  intimated  that  if 
the  course  had  been  earlier  adopted,  Justice  Horsemanden  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  "a  gentleman  of  learning  and  experience  in  the  law,"  could  not 
have  been  removed  by  the  governor  "  without  any  color  of  misconduct " 
on  his  part.  Clinton  threatened.  He  declared  higher  power  across  the 
water  would  not  overlook  such  unwarranted  disobedience.  The  House 
calmly  replied  :  "  We  are  fully  convinced  by  experience  that  the  method 
of  annual  support  is  most  wholesome  and  salutary,  and  we  are  confirmed 
in  the  opinion  that  the  faithful  representatives  of  the  people  will  never 
depart  from  it"  ^ 

Clinton  wrote  to  Bedford  that  the  people  of  New  York  had  become 
the  high  court  of  appeal,  and  that  he  could  not  meet  the  Assembly  with- 
out danger  of  exposing  the  king's  authority  and  himself  to  contempt ;  he 
begged  England  to  make  a  good  example  for  all  America  by  straightening 
the  government  of  New  York 

Halifax  had  recently  entered  (November  1,  1748)  upon  his  long 
period  of  service  as  First  Commissioner  for  the  Plantations.  He 
saw  in  them  a  half-hemisphere  subject  to  his  supervision.  He 
resolved  to  elevate  himself  by  enlarging  the  dignity  and  power  of  his 
employment.  With  the  self-reliance  of  a  presumptuous  novice,  he  rushed 
towards  an  arbitrary  solution  of  the  accumulated  difficulties  in  tEe  aii- 
niinistration  of  the  colonies,  by  reviewing  the  scheme  of  augmenting 
the   authority  of  the   crown   and   making  all  orders  of    the   king  the 

*  Journals  of  New   York  Assembly ^  II.  246. 
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highest  law  in  America.  Such  a  bill  actually  passed  Parliament,  March 
2, 1749. 

Clinton  and  the  Assembly  met  again  in  May,  and  the  momentous 
struggle  inaugurated  the  preceding  autumn  between  the  republican  and 
the  mouarchial  principle,  was  renewed  with  increased  vigor.  "  Consider," 
said  the  governor,  "  the  great  liberties  you  are  indulged  with ;  and  what 
may  be  the  consequences  should  our  mother  country  suspect  you  of  de- 
signing to  lessen  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  in  the  plantations." 

The  House  did  consider,  and  replied  accordingly  :  "  The  faithful  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  can  never  recede  from  the  method  of  an  annual 
support;  ....  governors  are  entire  strangers  to  the  people  tbey  ai*e 
sent  to  ^vem;  ....  as  they  know  the  line  of  continuauce  in  their 
goveniment  to  be  uncertain,  all  methods  are  used  to  raise  estates  to 
themselves.  Should  the  public  money  be  left  to  their  disposition,  what 
can  be  expected  but  the  grossest  misapplication  under  various  pretenses, 
which  will  never  be  wanting."  ^ 

New  York  was  at  this  time  the  central  point  of  political  interest  in 
English  North  America.  "  Nowhere,"  says  Bancroft,  "  had  the  relations 
of  the  province  to  Great  Britain  been  so  sharply  controverted,  or  the 
legislature,  by  its  method  of  granting  money,  so  nearly  exhausted  and 
appropriated  all  executive  authority."  No  other  colony  was  tinctured 
with  such  a  fearlessness  of  monarchial  power.  The  people  were  self- 
reliant  Few  of  the  leading  families  were  of  pure  English  descent.  The 
blood  of  other  nations  coursed  through  their  veins.  There  was  a  happy 
blending  of  the  free  spirit  of  Holland  and  the  polish  of  France  with  the 
pride  of  England.  There  was,  moreover,  a  well-developed  intelligence  in 
respect  to  the  workings  of  the  various  European  governments.  The  idea 
was  not  wholly  unfamiliar  to  the  New  York  mind  that  existence  was 
practicable  without  England.  Why  might  not  ten  or  a  dozen  English 
colonies  join  of  their  own  free  choice  in  a  confederacy,  as  well  as  for  Six 
Nations  of  unlettered  savages  to  form  and  execute  a  scheme  of  union 
which  had  survived  for  generations  ? 

Clinton  was  disgusted  with  the  determined  opposition  which  he  en- 
countered upon  every  side.  He  chaiged  much  of  it  to  De  Lancey,  who 
had  advised  him  in  the  beginning  to  accept  the  annual-support  bill.  He 
had  withdrawn  his  confidence  in  a  measure  from  Golden,  because  the 
latter  had  remonstrated  with  him  in  great  heat  concerning  some  of  his 
proceedings.     Robert  Hunter  Morris'  was  about  to  sail  for  England  on 

^  It  bas  been  said  that  Clinton  accumulated  £  80,000  while  in  the  government  of  New 
York. 
'  Robert  Hmiter  MorriB  was  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jersey. 
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business  conneoted  with  the  New  Jersey  boundary  line,  and  Clinton 
secretly  charged  him  with  his  own  defense,  hoping  to  bring  the  resent- 
nieot  of  the  crown  upon  his  adversaries.  If  victory  was  obtained  over 
the  Assembly,  Morris  was  to  be  rewarded  with  the  lieutenant-govemor- 
ship  of  the  province.  The  governor  confidently  expected,  with  the  help 
of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  to  come  ofiT  conqueror,  and  he  piorogued  the 
obdurate  Assembly  from 
one  time  to  aDotber, 
waiting  and  hoping  for 
the  crisis,  until  the  clam- 
ors of  the  public  creditors 
forced  him  to  dissolve 
the  House  and  order  a 
new  election.  In  the 
h^lls  of  state  across  the 
wfU^r  months  slipped  by, 
yea,  two  years  passed, 
and  yet  the  case  of  New 
York  was  not  fully  di- 
gested. A  commission 
was  prepared  appointing 
Robert  Hunter  Morris 
lieutenant  -  governor  of 
New  York,  and  it  lay  for 
some  time  in  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate's  office.  It 
was  afterwards  aimulled, 
the  De  Laucey  influence 
at  court  having  turned 
the  scal& 
Rev,  Henry  Barclay  had  been  rector  of  Trinity  Chnicb  since  October, 
1746.  Clinton  signed  his  certificate  of  induction,  although  his  Excellency 
was  rarely  ever  seen  in  the  sanctuarj- ;  he  was  not  a  religions  maiL  In 
1748  the  subject  of  building  St.  George's  Chapel  was  agitated,  and  sii 
lots  fronting  on  Nassau,  near  Fair  Street,  were  selected  as  a  site,  and 
bought  of  David  Clarkson  for  £500.  Shortly  after,  some  lots  belonging 
to  Colonel  Reekman.  fmntin<j  Beekman,  near  Cliff  Street,  were  esteemed 
more  suitable.  They  were  accordingly  purchased  for  £  645.  The  corner- 
stone of  the  eilificc  was  laid  in  1749,  a  few  weeks  prior  to  the  marriage  of 
the  minister  fXIr.  Barclay)  to  the  daughter  of  Anthony  Rutgers.  The  I 
very  next  (■veiling,  Mr.   Itiircbv's   as.sistant.   Rev.   Mr.   Auchmuty,  wu 
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married  to  Mrs.  Tucker.  Both  ladies  were  spoken  of  in  the  highest 
tenns  of  praise  by  the  journals  of  the  day.  The  chapel  was  not  com- 
pleted until  1752,  and  was  consecrated  in  July  of  that  year.  Its  aisles 
were  flagged  with  gray  stone,  and  its  decorations  were  very  unique.  It 
was  ninety-two  by  seventy-two  feet  upon  the  ground;  the  steeple  was 
lofty,  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  high,  but  irregular.  It 
was  a  striking  object  so  far  from  the  town  and  regarded  with  no  little  in- 
terest A  parsonage  was  subsequently  built  adjoining  the  chapel  edifice, 
bat  for  a  time  it  stood  almost  alone  upon  the  pretty  elevation,  with  only 
an  occasional  house  here  and  there  in  the  neighborhood.^ 

The  Moravians  had  become  so  numerous  that  they  built  a  small  chapel 
in  Fulton  Street,  about  the  same  time.   A  number  of  stores  and  pri- 
vate  houses  sprang  into  existence ;  the  mayor,  Edward  Holland,  was 
active  in  laying  out  new  streets,  and  several  of  the  old  thoroughfares  were 
paved.     Professor  Kalm,  a  Swedish  traveler,  gossips  about  the  metropolis 
of  that  date,  as  follows :  — 

"  In  size  New  York  comes  nearest  to  Boston  and  Philadelphia ;  but,  with  re- 
gud  to  its  fine  buildings,  its  opulence,  and  extensive  commerce,  it  disputes  the 
preference  with  them.  The  streets  do  not  run  so  straight  as  those  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  have  sometimes  considerable  bendings ;  however,  they  are  very  spa- 
doos  and  well  built,  and  most  of  them  are  paved,  excepting  in  high  places, 
where  it  has  been  found  useless.  In  the  chief  streets  there  are  trees  planted, 
which  in  summer  give  them  a  fine  appearance,  and  during  excessive  heat  afibrd 
a  cooling  shade.  I  found  it  extremely  pleasant  to  walk  in  the  town,  for  it 
seemed  like  a  garden.  Most  of  the  houses  are  built  of  bricks,  and  are  generally 
strong  and  neat,  and  several  stories  high  ;  some  have,  according  to  the  old  archi- 
tecture, turned  the  gable  end  toward  the  street,  but  the  new  houses  are  altered 
in  this  respect.  Many  of  the  houses  have  a  balcony  on  the  roof,  upon  which  the 
people  sit  at  evening  in  the  summer  time ;  and  from  thence  they  have  a  pleasant 
view  of  a  great  part  of  the  town,  and  likewise  of  part  of  the  adjacent  water,  and 
the  opposite  shore.  There  is  no  good  water  to  be  met  with  in  the  town  itself ; 
bat  at  a  little  distance  there  is  a  large  spring  of  good  water,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants take  for  their  tea,  and  for  the  uses  of  the  kitchen.  Those,  however,  who  are 
less  delicate  on  this  point  make  use  of  the  water  from  the  wells  in  town,  though 
it  is  very  bad.  This  want  of  good  water  lies  heavy  upon  the  horses  of  the  stran- 
geiB  that  come  to  this  place,  for  they  do  not  Uke  to  drink  the  brackish  water 
bom  the  weUs. 

^  Adminl  Sir  Peter  Warren  gave  £  100  to  the  building  of  St.  Geoi^'s  Chapel,  and  a  pew 

vw  aangned  to  him  for  his  liberality.     The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  contributed  also  to  the 

nndertrnking.     The  chapel  was  burned  in  1814,  excepting  the  walls,  but  was  rebuilt  the  fol- 

loving  year.     Rev.  Mr.  Mil  nor  preached  in  it  for  many  years,  as  did  also  Rev.  Dr.  Samifel 

first  president  of  Columbia  College.     Kcv.  Dr.  Tyng  occupied  the  pulpit  at  a  later 

until  he  removed  to  his  magnificent  church  in  Stayyeeant  Park. 
40 
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"  New  York  probably  carries  on  a  more  extensiTB  commerce  than  any  town  in 
the  English  North  American  provincee.  Boston  and  Philadelphia,  however, 
come  very  nearly  up  to  it.  The  trade  of  New  York  extends  to  many  placea. 
They  export  to  London  aU  the  various  sorts  of  skins  which  they  bny  of  the  In- 
dians, sugar,  logwood,  and  other  dyeing  woods  ;  rum,  mahogany,  and  many  other 
goods  which  are  the  produce  of  the  West  Indies.  Every  year  they  build  several 
ships  here  which  are  eent  to  London  and  there  sold ;  and  of  late  years  they 
have  shipped  a  great  quantity  of  iron  to  England.  In  return  for  these  they  im- 
port from  London  stufTs,  and  every  other  article  of  English  growth  and  mano- 
facture,  together  with  all  sorts  of  foreign  goods.  England,  and  especially  Lon- 
don, profits  immensely  by  the  trade.  There  are  two  printers*  in  the  town,  and 
every  week  some  gazettes,  in  English,  are  published,  which  contain  news  from 
all  parts  of  the  world." 

That  New  York  was  conscious  of  her  growing  importance  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view   is  evidenced  by  a  significant  enterprise  in  the 
beginning  of  the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.     It  was  the 
building  of  the  Royal  Exchange  for  merchants,  at  the  foot  of  Broad 
Street,  nearly  on  the  line  of  Water  Street.     It  was  supported  upon  arches, 


ThB  Royal  El 


leaving  the  lower  part  entirely  open.  One  room  was  specially  arranged 
for  the  meeting  of  merchants,  and  the  remainder  of  the  building  was  ap- 
propriated to  various  uses;  a  coffee-room  was  opened  at  one  end.  The 
"  Loii;;  Iiooiii"  wa.s  the  favorite  place  for  societies  to  hold  their  annoal 

'  William  Rradford.  the  lint  printer  and  fouoder  of  the  Grat  niwipapcr  in  N«w  ToA,  dM 
this  year.  The  Weekly  Journal  of  Zenfjer  was  discontinued.  The  Weekly  Port-Boy  and  Ih 
Weekly  Gazette  and  Mercury  were  the  two  uewspapera  of  the  city. 
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elections,  and  it  was  wheie  dinners  and  other  entertainments  were  given 
to  persons  of  distinction.    The  edifice  was  completed  in  1754 

Another  writer,  Bev.  Mr.  Bumaby,  lifts  the  curtain  to  give  us  a  passing 
glimpse  of  the  people  of  that  decade,  as  they  appeared  to  his  view  :  — 

V  The  inhabitants  of  New  York  in  their  character  very  much  resemble  the 
Pennsylvanians.  Being,  however,  of  different  nations,  different  languages,  and 
different  religions,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  give  them  any  precise  or  determinate 
character.  The  women  are  handsome  and  agreeable,  though  rather  more  reserved 
than  the  Philadelphia  ladies.  The  amusements  are  balls  and  sleighing  expedi- 
tions in  the  winter,  and,  in  the  summer,  going  in  parties  upon  the  water  and 
fishing,  or  making  excursions  into  the  country.  There  are  several  houses,  pleas- 
antly situated  up  the  East  River,  near  New  York,  where  it  is  common  to  have 
turtle-feasts.  These  happen  once  or  twice  a  week.  Thirty  or  forty  gentlemen 
and  ladies  meet  and  dine  together,  drink  tea  in  the  afternoon,  fish,  and  amuse 
themselves  till  evening,  and  then  return  home  in  Italian  chaises,  a  gentleman  and 
lady  in  each  chaise." 

In  the  summer  of  1752,  quite  a  sensation  was  created  by  the  announce- 
ment in  the  papers  of  the  marriage  of  President  Aaron  Burr,  of  the  New 
Jersey  (Princeton)  College,  to  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards, 
with  hints  that  the  wedding  was  a  very  odd  affair.  The  romance  was 
ere  long  in  the  possession  of  the  social  world.  The  excellent,  accom- 
plished, and  brilliant  divine  had  recently  made  a  journey  to  the  Stock- 
bridge  wilderness,  and  spent  three  days  in  the  family  of  the  distinguished 
preacher.  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards,  with  whom  he  had  had  a  previous  and 
intimate  friendship.  Henceforward  the  beautiful  and  vivacious  Esther 
made  no  more  lace  and  painted  no  more  fans  for  the  ladies  of  Boston. 
Burr  returned  to  Newark,  and  presently  sent  a  college  boy  to  conduct  his 
bride-elect  and  her  mother  to  New  York  City.  They  arrived  on  Saturday, 
and  on  the  following  Monday  the  nuptial  ceremonies  were  celebrated 
between  the  bachelor  of  thirty-seven  and  the  charming  maiden  of  twenty- 
one.     And  all  the  gossips  wondered. 

Burr  was  the  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Newark  for 
twenty  years,  as  well  as  president  of  the  college,  which  his  toil  and  tact 
fostered  into  a  healthy  growth.  His  son,  Aaron  Burr,  the  future  New 
Yoric  lawyer,  and  Vice-President  of  the  nation,  was  bom  in  the  old  parson, 
age  on  Broad  Street  in  that  city,  February  6,  1756. 

Clinton  grew  more  and  more  impatient  to  return  to  England.     He  at- 
tributed his  rheumatic  sufferings  and  general  debility  to  the  sever- 
ity of  the  New  York  winters.     The  cold  was  so  intense  during 
nearly  all  tlie  month  of  January,  1753,  that  heavily  laden  sleighs  drawn 
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by  two  and  even  four  horses,  passed  backward  and  forward  on  the  ice  be- 
tween New  York  and  Long  Island.  Spring  found  him  ill  and  depressed. 
He  was  in  no  humor  to  worry  over  the  problems  which  were  constantly 
awaiting  solution.  He  was  weary  of  boundary  jangles,  and  they  just  now 
seemed  bursting  out  afresh.  New  Hampshire  had  been  encroaching  for 
some  time  past.  Governor  Wentworth  issued  grants  in  the  unknown  re- 
gion about  Lake  Champlain,  which  contained  scarcely  an  inhabitant  at 
the  time  of  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  with  the  expressed  intention  of 
extending  his  province  until  it  met  with  another  province.  The  result  was 
a  protracted  quarrel  between  the  two  governments,  and  unpardonable  dis- 
orders in  that  remote  territory.  Massachusetts  all  at  once  exhibited  signs 
of  greediness,  and  Robert  Livingston,  elder  son  of  the  late  Philip  Livings- 
ton, was  disturbed  in  the  possession  of  the  eastern  part  of  his  manor.  All 
through  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  1753,  he  was  arresting 
persons  for  trespass,  and  resorting  to  actions  for  ejectment,  and  sending 
petition  after  petition  to  the  New  York  government  for  protection  in  his 
rights  and  property.  Serious  riots  occurred.  Van  Bensselaer  on  one 
occasion  sent  a  messenger  in  great  haste  to  notify  Livingston  that  the 
Massachusetts  people  had  threatened  to  take  him  dead  or  alive ;  and  the 
servants  about  the  manor-house  were  armed  and  placed  on  guard.  The 
point,  whether  the  boundary  of  the  manor  of  Livingston  was  within 
the  province  of  New  York,  was  submitted  to  Golden,  the  surveyor-gen- 
eral, and  he  decided  in  the  affirmative.  Whereupon,  David  Jones,  John 
Thomas,  Paul  Richard,  William  Walton,  Henry  Cruger,  and  John  Watts, 
all  members  of  the  Assembly,  were  appointed  to  defend  New  York  against 
both  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts. 

The  clouds  had  never  lifted  along  the  northern  and  northwestern  fron- 
tier. Actual  war  had  ceased,  but  scalping  parties  roved  about  at  will 
Sir  William  Johnson  had  been  appointed  to  the  Council  in  the  place  of 
Philip  Livingston,  deceased,  and  was  in  the  confidence  of  both  Houses. 
Much  was  expected  of  him  in  the  matter  of  appeasing  the  wrath  of  the 
Mohawks,  which  was  constantly  being  roused  by  acts  of  trespass  and 
otherwise.  And  he  accomplished  much.  But  towards  the  close  of  the 
session  of  the  Assembly  on  the  4th  of  July,  Clinton  was  importuned  to 
make  a  journey  to  the  Indian  country,  to  help  settle  the  differences, 
and  testily  revealed  the  secret  that  he  was  in  daily  expectation  of  a  suc- 
cessor, and  should  then  sail  for  England- 
It  was  October  (7th)  before  the  new  governor  arrived.  Sir  Danveis 
Osborne  had  been  a  member  of  Parliament  from  Bedfordshire ;  he  was  a 
brother-in-law  of  the  Earl  of  Halifax.  The  day  was  Sunday,  and  as  Clin- 
ton was  at  his  country-seat  in  Flushing,  Counselor  Joseph  Murray,  whose 
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wife  was  a  daughter  of  Grovemor  Cosby,  and  a  distant  relative  of  the 
late  Lady  Osborne,  received  and  entertained  the  baronet  at  his  own  resi- 
dence. 

On  Monday  Clinton  came  into  town  and  waited  upon  Sir  Danvers  with 
much  ceremony.  An  elegant  dinner  was  given  to  the  two  governors  by 
the  Council,  at  which  the  mayor,  corporation,  and  several  prominent  citi- 
zens were  present  On  Wednesday  morning  the  chief  actors  in  the  drama 
assembled  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  Clinton  administered  the  oaths  of 
office  to  Osborne,  and  delivered  to  him  the  seals ;  at  the  same  time  de- 
livering (much  against  his  will)  to  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  the  commis- 
sion of  b'eutenant-govemor.  These  preliminaries  completed,  a  procession 
was  formed,  according  to  ancient  usage,  to  conduct  the  new  executive  to 
the  City  Hall,  that  his  commission  might  be  read  to  the  people.  They 
had  scarcely  passed  from  the  fort  into  Broadway,  when  the  news  of  De 
Lancey's  triumph  was  whispered  abroad,  and  there  was  a  tumultuous 
huzza  of  popular  pleasure.  The  rabble  crowded  upon  the  procession  and 
insulted  Clinton  so  grossly  that  he  was  obliged,  to  his  intense  mortification, 
to  retire  from  the  party  and  take  refuge  in  the  fort.  Osborne  walked  along 
beside  the  counselors  grave  and  somewhat  agitated,  and  apparently  atten- 
tive to  the  noisy  shouts  of  gladness  with  which  De  Lancey  was  greeted 
on  every  side.  After  his  return  to  the  Council  Chamber  he  received  the 
address  of  the  city  corporation.  One  passage  in  it  seemed  to  disturb  him. 
It  was, "  We  are  sufficiently  assured  that  your  Excellency  will  be  as  averse 
from  countenancing,  as  we  from  brooking,  any  infringements  of  our  estima- 
ble liberties,  civil  and  religious/' 

He  remarked  to  Clinton,  "  I  expect  like  treatment  to  that  which  you 
have  received  before  I  leave  this  government." 

A  grand  dinner  was  given  to  the  two  governors  and  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Council  by  the  corporation,  th^  same  afternoon.  In  the  evening  the 
dty  was  illuminated,  cannon  fired,  bonfires  lighted,  and  fireworks  dis- 
played. The  whole  city  seemed  in  a  wild  delirium  of  joy.  Sir  Danvers 
retired  to  his  room*  gloomy  and  sad,  and  was  apparently  disinclined  to 
converse  with  any  one.  The  next  morning  he  rose  early,  before  the 
iiunily  were  about,  and  alone  strolled  among  the  markets,  and  took  a 
rapid  walk  through  nearly  all  the  streets  in  the  city.  At  dinner,  he 
complained  of  being  unwell,  and  said  with  a  smile  to  De  Lancey,  "  I 
believe  I  shall  soon  leave  you  the  government ;  I  find  myself  unable  to 
sappoTt  the  burden  of  it" 

He  convened  the  Council  that  day,  and  was  somewhat  embarrassed  when 
he  found  that  the  gentleman  who  had  the  key  of  his  cabinet  had  stepped 
oat     He  was  anxious  to  show  his  instructions  from  the  king.     He  said 
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he  was  strictly  enjoined  to  insist  upon  the  permanent  revenue,  an«l 
asked  the  gentlemen  what  they  thought  of  the  prospect  of  success.  The 
unanimous  opinion  promptly  expressed,  was  that  the  Assembly  of  New 
York  never  would  submit  to  such  a  demand.  With  a  distressed  counte- 
nance he  turned  to  William  Smith,  who  had  as  yet  remained  silent,  ami 
asked,  "What,  sir,  is  your  opinion?"  "That  no  such  scheme  can  ever  be 
enforced,"  was  the  reply.  The  governor  sighed^  turned  about,  and  leaneii 
his  head  against  the  window  casement,  and  exclaimed,  *'  Then  what  am 
I  sent  here  for  ? " 

In  the  evening  he  was  quite  unwell,  and  a  physician  was  summoned 
He  conversed  with  him  in  a  dejected  manner  for  a  few  minutes  and  then 
retired  to  his  chamber.  At  midnight  he  dismissed  his  servant  As  was 
subsequently  discovered,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  the  night  in  burning 
his  private  papers  and  regulating  other  affairs.  A  small  sum  of  money 
borrowed  since  his  arrival  was  carefully  wrapped  in  a  paper  and  directed 
to  the  lender.  Just  as  the  day  began  to  dawn  he  went  into  the  garden, 
to  the  right  of  the  house,  which  was  surrounded  by  a  high  fence  ;  upon  the 
top  of  this  fence  was  a  row  of  large  nails,  inverted,  to  exclude  thieves, 
and  over  which  he  cast  a  silk  handkerchief  tied  at  the  opposite  ends,  and 
proceeded  to  elevate  his  neck  into  it  through  the  aid  of  a  board  upon 
which  he  stood. 

About  eight  o'clock  the  city  was  stunned  by  the  shocking  intelligence 
that  "  the  governor  luid  lianged  hiynsclf"  He  had  indeed  been  found  quite 
deatl  His  body  was  removed  to  the  house  and  the  counselors  quickly 
summoned.  His  private  secretary,  Thomas  Pownal,  testified  that  the 
baronet  had  been  melancholy  ever  since  the  loss  of  his  wife,  of  whom  he 
was  passionately  fond,  that  he  had  once  attempted  his  life  with  a 
razor,  and  that  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  ih  obtaining  his  appointment  to  the 
governorship  of  New  York,  hoped  that,  an  honorable  and  active  station 
would  so  occupy  his  mind  as  to  alleviate  his  sorrows.  The  mayor, 
James  Alexander,  and  J'udge  Chambers  were  appointed  to  take  deposi- 
tions concerning  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  his  death,  and  the 
jury  found  that  he  had  destroyed  himself  in  a  moment  of  insanity.  Rev. 
Mr.  Barclay  was  desired  by  the  counselors  to  read  the  burial  service,  and 
objected,  as  the  letter  of  the  nibric  forbids  the  reading  of  it  over  any 
who  lay  violent  hands  upon  themselves.  But  after  much  discussion  it 
was  decided,  that,  as  Sir  Danvers  was  insane,  his  remains  were  as  much 
entitled  to  Christian  burial  as  those  of  a  man  who  had  died  in  high  fever. 
He  wjis  accordingly  consigned  with  appropriate  funeral  ceremonies 
*  to  Trinity  Church,  on  Sunday,  October  14,  just  one  week  from  the 
date  of  his  landing  in  the  city. 
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The  counselors  left  the  chamber  of  death  on  Friday  morning,  and  pro- 
ceeded quietly  and  sadly  to  the  fort,  where  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  took 
the  oath  of  lieutenant-governor;  his  commission,  after  being  read  in 
Council,  was  published  only  before  the  fort-gate,  without  parade  or  show, 
because  of  the  tragic  event  which  had  just  occun'ed.  The  commission 
of  Sir  Danvers,  together  with  his  seals  and  instinictions,  was  obtained  by 
order  of  the  Council  from  Thomas  Pownal. 

The  agitation  of  the  great  question  concerning  the  permanent  revenue 
was  at  its  height  when  De  Lancey  found  himself  thus  unexpectedly  called 
to  the  chief  command  of  the  province.  Of  the  instructions  given  by  the 
crown  to  Osborne,  and  which  his  office  compelled  him  to  obey,  the 
thirty-ninth  enjoined  in  the  strongest  terms  upon  the  executive  to  insist 
upon  "  a  pennanent  revenue,  solid,  indefinite,  and  without  limitation." 
The  difficulty  of  the  position  was  only  equalled  by  its  delicacy.  De 
Lancey's  tact  and  statesmanship  were  now  given  full  play.  He  bad 
repeatedly  advised  the  Assembly  never  to  submit.  He  did  not  wish  to 
appear  inconsistent  But  as  an  officer  of  the  crown  he  must  urge  obedi- 
ence with  seeming  sincerity,  at  least. 

In  his  opening  si)eech  he  communieated  the  obnoxious  instructions, 
after  having  paid  a  graceful  and  eloquent  tribute  to  Sir  Danvers 
Osborne,  —  lamenting  his  death  as  a  public  loss  l)ecause  of  his 
birth,  connections,  liberal  education,  and  distinguished  character.  But 
the  lang^uage  was  so  well  chosen  that  while  De  Lancey  convinced  the 
Ministry  that  he  was  zealous  in  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the 
crown,  he  gave  the  Assembly  to  undei-stand  that  he  should  by  no  means 
require  compliance  with  the  instructions.  He  was  diffuse  on  the  subject 
of  obedience  to  royal  authority,  and  elociuently  recommended  that  the 
support-bills  should  l)e  framed  in  such  a  manner  that  he  could  act  in 
relfllion  to  them  consistent  with  his  official  duty.  Tlie  members  were 
unruffled,  for  they  had  faith  to  believe  that  the  genius  of  the  man  who 
had  been  the  chief  adviser  of  the  present  mode  of  raising  and  issuing 
public  money,  and  who  for  twenty  years  had  proved  himself  a  lover  of 
his  birthplace,  and  a  just  judge,  would  guide  them  even  through  the 
perils  of  continued  opposition. 

The  response  evinced  equal  care  in  the  method  of  expression.  The 
House  was  extremely  surprised  to  find  that  the  public  transactions  of  the 
exAxmy  had  been  so  maliciously  represented  to  the  kin*^.  There  was  not 
a  more  loyal  people  in  all  the  British  dominions.  Wherever  peace  and 
tranquillity  had  been  distiurbed  it  had  been  through  the  maladministra- 
tion of  the  late  unworthy  governor.  De  Lancey  was  complimented  upon 
his  known  abilities  and  correct  principles,  it  was  promised  that  nothing 
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should  be  wanting  to  render  his  executive  career  easy  and  happy,  and  it 
was  hoped  that  he  would  assent  to  the  style  of  money-bills  which  had 
been  in  practice  for  the  past  sixteen  years. 

Every  recommendation  of  the  lieutenant-governor  in  respect  to  the 
care  of  the  frontiers  was  promptly  adopted.  It  was  resolved  to  assist  the 
neighboring  colonies,  some  of  whom  had  written  for  aid  against  the 
persistent  incursions  of  the  French.  One  of  the  newspaper  editors  was 
prosecuted  for  republishing  that  portion  of  the  Assembly's  journals  con- 
taining the  thirty-ninth  instruction,  only  the  substance  of  which  he  was 
onlered  to  reveal.  £  800  were  voted  for  Indian  presents,  and  £  150  for 
De  Liineey*s  voyage  to  Albany.  £  1,550  were  voted  for  his  salary,  the 
present  year,  a  larger  sum  than  ever  before  given  to  a  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor. This  bill  was  immediately  rejected,  and  the  Assembly  admonished 
to  ol)ey  the  orders  of  the  crown.  Consequently  no  bill  providing  for 
the  application  of  public  money  was  passed  during  the  session,  the  House 
firmly  refusing  to  arrange  for  a  permanent  revenue.  De  Lancey  sent  all 
re^solutions,  representations,  and  addresses  against  the  measure  to  the 
English  Ministr}',  and  when  he  could  do  so  with  propriety,  he  wrote  to 
the  chief  powers  about  the  throne,  counseling  concession  to  the  views 
and  wishes  of  Xew  York.  He  continued  to  decline  assenting  to  the 
annual  bills,  which  were  passed  at  every  future  session  of  the  Assembly 
until  IToG,  in  consequence  of  which  he  received  no  salaiy  during  the 
whole  three  yearsL  In  the  spring  of  that  year  the  Ministry  yieldetl  the 
cimtestetl  jxnnt,  and  agreeti  to  annual  support-bills  for  the  future,  diivcl- 
ing  Sir  Charles  Haixiy.  then  gi>vemor-in-chief,  to  communicate  the  chan^ 
to  the  Assembly,  which  he  did  on  the  24th  of  September.  For  this 
triumph  Xew  York  was  indeUed  solely  to  the  master  policy  of  her  giftal 
sum.  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancev. 

An  event  of  great  moment  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1754.  The  cele- 
hniteil  Congress,  consisting  of  delegates  from  all  the  colonies,  con- 
veueil.  by  oivler  of  the  Lonis  of  Trade,  at  Albany.  The  object  was 
to  t^\>nivn  measurers  for  the  common  safety,  the  French  having  conmiitted 
acts  of  ag^nvission  all  along  the  frontiers;,  and  attempted  to  erect  forts  on 
tlu*  Ohio,*  The  session  commenced  on  the  19th  of  June,  and  ter- 
minaieti  SeptemWr  21.  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lanoey  presided 
Jit!>i*}>Ji  XlunHv,  John  Chanilvis,  William  Smith,  and  Sir  William  John- 
5k ^n  were  the  vvmminee  of  dr!e::riiie5  frem  the  CounciL  Colonel  Mvndeit 
S<^)ruv]eT  xi'^^  i)h^  ohainuan  of  the  Indian  ccimmistsions  at  Albanv.  Sam- 
\\<\  Wolls  ;jnd  John  WorthiUiZ^ou  were  among  the  delegates  frwn  Massa- 
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chusetts,  Iieutenant-Gk)vemor  William  Pitkin  and  Roger  Wolcott,  Jr. 
were  of  those  sent  by  Connecticut,  and  conspicuous  among  the  represent- 
atives of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania, 
were,  respectively,  Theodore  Atkinson,  Stephen  Hopkins,  Abraham  Barnes, 
and  Benjamin  Franklin.  They  were  seated  in  the  order  of  rank,  and  a 
finer-looking  body  of  men  it  woidd  have  been  difficult  to  have  grouped 
together  in  any  period  of  our  history.  Before  them  came  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Indian  sachems  in  their  richest  robes  and  gayest  feathers,  glitter- 
ing with  ornaments.  Long  speeches  and  liberal  presents  strengthened 
once  more  the  barrier  of  defense  upon  which  New  York  must  rely  in  the 
event  of  another  war  with  France.  But  the  general  treaty  which  the 
Lords  had  specially  reconmiended,  to  comprise  all  the  provinces  in  one 
grand  union  of  interests  in  the  king's  name,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
Uie  Indians  into  closer  confidence,  was  not  concluded.  A  vast  amount 
of  important  business  was  transacted;  the  chronic  complaints  of  the 
Indians  about  having  been  defrauded  of  their  lands,  underwent  searching 
examinations,  and  legal  methods  were  taken  to  redress  their  actual  or 
supposed  grievancea  In  many  instancee  the  property  where  they  wished 
to  dispose  of  it  was  purchased  over  again  by  the  grantee.  De  Lancey, 
who  was  in  favor  of  the  consolidation  of  the  colonies  for  mutual  protec- 
tion, proposed  the  building  and  maintaining  at  the  joint  expense  a  chain 
of  forts  covering  the  whole  exposed  frontier,  and  some  in  the  Indian 
country  itself  But  the  Congress  seemed  so  fully  persuaded  of  the  back- 
wardness of  the  several  Assemblies  to  come  into  united  and  vigorous 
action,  that  nothing  was  accomplished.  A  federal  union  of  the  colo- 
nies, to  be  enforced  by  Act  of  Parliament,  was  suggested  and  discussed. 
A  committee,  consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  province,  was  ap- 
pointed to  draft  a  plan.  It  was  shaped  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  sub- 
sequently sent  to  the  different  provinces  for  consideration.  It  was  in 
many  of  its  features  similar  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  Benjamin 
Franklin  assisted  in  framing  at  a  later  period.  The  seat  of  government 
was  to  be  in  Philadelphia,  which  it  was  said  might  possibly  be  reached 
from  either  South  Carolina  or  New  Hampshire  in  fifteen  or  twenty 
daya* 

But  the  scheme  was  not  adapted  to  the  times.  The  people  opposed  it, 
because  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  king.  The  king  rejected  it  because 
it  gave  too  much  liberty  to  the  people.  It  met  with  coldness  and  dis- 
fevor  on  all  sides,  and  finally  expired.  Yet  it  prepared  the  public  mind 
to  receive  and  digest  ideas  of  greater  magnitude  and  importance. 

For  a  half-dozen  years  or  more  attention  had  been  more  than  ever 
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directed  to  the  subject  of  education,  and  divers  sums  had  been  raised  by 
public  lotteries  for  the  founding  of  a  college  in  New  York  City.  A  score 
of  men  of  vigorous  intellects,  who  had  been  educated  at  Yale  and  else- 
where, were  infusing  new  life  into  every  department  of  letters  with  which 
they  came  in  contact  The  universities  of  New  England  were  awaking  to 
renewed  activity.  The  college  of  New  Jersey  was  giving  an  impetus  to 
scholarship,  and  graduating  young  men  who  were  shortly  to  try  their 
skill  in  mapping  out  a  republic.^  Libraries  and  philosophical  societies 
were  being  formed  in  various  directions.  Dr.  Golden  had  just  finished  a 
book,  the  "  History  of  the  Five  Nations,"  which  was  rendering  his  name 
famous.  Learned  scientists  from  Europe  were  attracted  to  our  shores, 
and  extended  cordial  sympathy  to  every  progressive  movement  Literary 
seeds  long  since  dropped  here  and  there  in  a  rich  soil,  were  showing  signs 
of  life,  and  were  erelong  to  bring  forth  much  fruit 

In  1751  it  was  found  that  the  amount  of  money  accumulated  for  the 
college  was  £  3,443,  and  the  Assembly  passed  a  bill  to  appoint  ten  trustees 
to  take  charge  of  the  same ;  they  were  to  be  the  elder  counselor,  the 
speaker  of  the  House,  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Ck)urt,  the  mayor  of  the 
city,  the  treasurer  of  the  province,  James  Livingston,  Benjamin  NicoU, 
and  William  Livingston.  Seven  of  the  appointees  were  Episcopalians,  two 
were  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  the  tenth,  William  Livingston, 
was  a  Presbyterian.     Shortly  afterward,  in  1752,  the  vestry  of  Trinity 

^  Richanl  Stockton  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He  was  one  of  the  notable 
seven  wlio  composed  the  first  class  that  gniduated  from  the  New  Jersey  (Princeton)  College 
on  the  menioi*able  day  when  Rev.  Aaron  Burr  was  elected  its  president,  November  9, 1748.  He 
studied  law  with  Judge  David  Ogden  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  became  one  of  the  most  brillimnt 
lawyers  at  the  American  bar  ;  he  was  one  of  the  few  who  were  so  conscientious  that  he  would 
never  engage  in  a  cause  except  upon  the  side  of  justice  and  honor.  He  visited  EIngland  in  1 766, 
where  he  performed  valuable  service  for  New  Jersey.  Upon  his  return  he  was  escorted  with  great 
ceremony  to  his  residence  by  the  i>eople,  by  whom  he  was  much  beloved.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Council,  and  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  When  the  British  army  overran  Piinoeton 
they  ransacked  his  ijuiet  home,  destroyed  his  library,  and  cut  the  throat  of  his  elegant  por- 
trait, which  was  hanging  upon  the  wall.  It  Is  still  preserved,  viith  the  centennial  gash,  and 
hangs  where  it  hung  a  century  ago  in  tlie  ancient  old  edifice.  His  son  Richard,  bom  in  1764, 
was  a  distinguished  lawyer  and  statesman.  He  was  in  Congress  for  many  years,  and  was 
several  times  talked  of  for  the  presiden<"y.  The  son  of  the  latter.  Commodore  Richard  Field 
Stockton,  born  in  171^6,  was  a  remarkable  man.  His  life  was  a  succession  of  daring  and 
successful  exjiloits.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  advocate  a  steam  navy  in  this  country,  and 
originatcil  a  war-steamer  which  was  built  under  his  immediate  supervision  in  1S44,  which 
proved  to  l>e  superior  to  any  war-vessel  at  that  time  afloat,  and  furnished  substantially  the 
model  for  numen)us  others,  not  only  in  tliis  but  in  foreign  countries.  The  next  year  he  was 
sent  to  the  Pacific,  and  with  a  small  force,  amid  many  romantic  and  thrilling  adventures, 
he  conquered  Califoniiti,  and  cstablisheil  the  government  of  the  United  States  within  her 
boundaries.  He  was  afterwards  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  where,  among 
other  noble  deeds,  lie  procured  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  abolition  of  flogging  in  the  navy. 
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!7harch  offered  to  donate  from  the  estate  belonging  to  their  opulent  corpo- 
ation,  the  site  for  a  college  building  and  necessary  grounds.^  In  1753 
he  trustees  of  the  college  invited  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  of  Stratford, 
Connecticut,  (an  Episcopal  divine,)  to  become  the  president  of  the  pro- 
waed  college,  with  a  salary  of  £  250  per  annum ;  the  vestry  of  Trinity 
Church  having  pledged  themselves  to  make  a  reasonable  addition  to  the 
um.  He  accepted,  and  opened  the  college  in  the  autumn  with  a  class  of 
en,  in  the  large  vestry-room  of  the  church  edifice.  It  was  expected  that 
lev.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  a  Presbyterian  minister  from  New  Haven,  would 
erve  under  President  Johnson  as  second  master  of  the  institution.  But 
)r.  Johnson's  son  acted  as  tutor,  and  at  his  death  soon  after,  an  Eton  and 
]!ambridge  student  was  installed  in  the  position,  and  Mr.  Tredwell,  a  Har- 
ard  graduate,  was  made  professor  of  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy; 
I  fine  apparatus  having  been  imported.  The  churches  of  the  various 
lenominations  took  alarm,  suspecting  that  the  Episcopalians  designed 
iDgmesing  the  government  of  the  college. 

William  Livingston  discovered  such  to  be  the  fact,  when  the  draft  of  a 
Abu  was  laid  before  the  trustees,  so  shaped  as  to  exclude  from  the  presi- 
iential  chair  of  the  college  any  gentleman  not  in  communion  with  the 
Church  of  England,  and  introducing  the  book  of  common  prayer  for  all 
eligious  exercises.  The  purpose  was  at  the  same  time  announced  of  apply- 
ng  to  the  lieutenant-governor  for  a  charter  under  the  Great  Seal.  Liv- 
Dgston  was  one  of  the  younger  men  among  the  trustees,  and  almost  alone 
D  a  quick,  fierce,  and  determined  opposition  to  the  founding  of  a  college  on 
ectarian  principles.  He  warned  his  associates  of  the  folly  of  such  a  course, 
nd  protested  against  any  further  proceedings  in  the  matter  without  the 
inanimous  consent  of  the  Legislature,  to  whom  they  were  responsible. 

William  Livingston  was  a  lawyer  of  marked  ability,  and  had  plunged 
nto  political  and  religious  controversies  from  his  first  appearance  upon 
he  stage  of  human  affairs.  He  was  independent  and  fearless,  and,  in  al- 
Dost  every  instance,  arrayed  upon  the  side  which  had  least  to  boast  of 
lOwer  or  present  popularity.  Wit  and  satire  breathed  naturally  from  his 
ips  and  hung  upon  the  point  of  his  pen.  He  was  an  indefatigable  work- 
T,  and,  although  his  intellectual  growth  was  marked  by  a  curious  dispro- 
lortion  and  ungainliness,  —  that  is,  one  faculty  shot  forth,  then  another, 

*  It  teems  from  the  recoixls  of  Trinity  Church,  that,  as  early  as  1 703,  t!ie  rector  and  war- 
lent  were  directed  to  wait  upon  the  governor  (Lord  Combury)  to  learn  what  \rAvt  of  the  king'n 
irm  had  beeo  intended  for  the  college  which  it  was  the  royal  design  to  build.  It  seems  also 
o  hare  been  the  intention  of  Berkeley  to  transfer  the  institution  of  leaniing  intended  for  Ber- 
onda  to  New  York,  in  1729.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1746,  that  the  first  actual  step 
VM  taken,  the  Assembly  passing  a  bill  to  raise  JC  2,250  by  lottery,  *'  for  the  encouragement 
i  learning,  and  toward  the  founding  of  a  college." 
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and  another,  so  that  life  was  on  the  wane  before  the  full  statuie  and  the 
final  proportions  were  reached,  —  he  achieved  deserved  eminence,  not  only 
at  the  bar,  but  in  political  foresight,  which  rendered  bis  career  in  the  end 
substantially  triumphant    He  was  one  of  those  from  whom  it  was  always 
))Ossible  to  cx})ect  greater  things  than  he  had  yet  accomplished.    His 
success  in  law  was  nut  due  to  cloi^uence  or  eveij  fluent  speech,  but  to 
tlie  accumcy  of  his  knowledge,  and  tiie  soundness  of  his  logic,  seasoned 
always  with  dry  humor  and  stinging  sarcasm.     He  was  severely  strait- 
laix'd  on  many  subjects,  but  coidd  unbend  when  it  was  his  humor,  and  in 
the  social  ciivle  or  at  the  club  was  a  cliarming  companion.'     He  was  at 
this  time  a  tall,  slight,  thin,  graceful  man  of  thirty,  or  thereabouts;  so 
thin  and  slight,  indeed,  that  the  ladies  called  his  £eu»  the  knife-blade 
He  wore  the  inevitable  powdered  wig,  the  velvet  coat,  embroidered  ruffles, 
short  breeches,  silk  stockings,  and  gold  buckles  of  the  period. 

He  wielded  the  quill  in  the  matter  of  exposing  the  evils  attending  the 
scheme  of  the  trustees,  with  such  force  that  under  his  lash  the  leaden  of 
tlie  church  jxirty  winced,  and  chai^d  him  with  the  design  of  breaking  up 
the  project  of  a  college  altogether.  The  Independent  Reflector,  a  paper 
which  he  established,  and  which  had  flourished  about  a  year,  contained 
an  article  on  the  subject  ever\'  week.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
titles:  "Primitive  Christianity,  short  and  intelligible,  —  Modem  Chris- 
tianity. \iJumiuous  and  incomprehensible";  "Of  the  Veneration  and 
Contempt  of  the  Clergy  " ;  "  The  Absurdity  of  the  Civil  Magistrates  In- 
teii'ering  in  Mattel^  of  Religion  " :  "  Of  Passive  Obedience  and  Non-Re- 
sisiauiv." 

"  Will."  siud  Lieutenant-Governor  1^  Lancey,  meeting  him  in  the 
stnvi  one  day.  "  you  would  be  the  cleverest  fellow  in  the  world  if  you 
wen*  only  one  of  us." 

"  1  will  try  lo  Iv  a  clever  fellow,  and  not  be  one  of  you,"  was  the  laconic 
n*ply. 

The  rigid,  exact ing,  Si\noh  IVesbyterians  were  thoroughly  roused,  and, 
U\l  by  Livini:>>t4aK  ooniondtxl.  thivugh  the  press  and  in  the  Assembly,  that 
a  stMuinary  ot  leaniing  should  have  no  connection  with  any  religious  so- 
.;eiy  whatever.  The  struggle  drlaye^l  action,  and  diverted  one  htdf  of  the 
funds  to  the  i  ity  vvqx^raTion.^  But  the  charter,  as  projected,  finally  pre- 
\aiK\i  IV  huuvy  sigmsl  it  on  the  31st  of  October,  1754;  be  did  not 
I  >:<vm  :i  wisi\  however,  in  ibe  face  ol  such  hostile  and  perpetual  clamor. 
:^'  di l:\cr  ::  \\\\\\\  the  tollv>w:::j;  May.     The  governors  of  the  college,  as 

W:'..>sr.\  l.;\  .r.jr^:.>a  »;&.«  %\  a  >v.lv»^u«at  dal^  pfwiMt  ti4'  the  "  Moot,'*  a  dab  compotal 
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named  in  the  charter,  consiffted  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
principal  civil  officers  of  the  colony,  the  chief  clergymen  from  the  five 
religious  denominations,  and  twenty  private  gentlemen,  among  whom 
was  WiUiam  Livingston.  This  mark  of  respect  feU  short  of  its  intent, 
as  it  had  not  the  slightest  effect  in  the  way  of  silencing  him  in  the  ex- 
pression of  his  cordial  disapproval  Money  was  collected  in  England,  and 
books  forwarded.  Sir  Charles  Hardy  gave  £500.  The  largest  donor  in 
New  York  was  Hon.  Joseph  Murray,  who  gave  property  worth  £8,000, 
including  his  own  private  library. 

A  feud,  growing  chiefly  out  of  this  college  controversy,  between  the 
De  Lancey  and  Livingston  parties  reached  the  very  acme  of  bitterness. 
For  many  years  subsequently,  these  two  powerful  and  wealthy  families 
were  sworn  foes  in  every  matter  of  public  or  private  interest,  and  exerted 
a  controlling  influence  over  the  politics  of  New  York,  so  much  so,  indeed, 
that  in  1759  the  rival  parties  were  designated  by  the  names  of  the  two 
leailers,  De  Lancey  and  Livingston. 

An  amusing  and  authentic  anecdote  is  related  of  a  mulatto  slave  be- 
longing to  De  lancey,  who  stole  a  pair  of  shoes,  and  ran  away.  She  was 
overtaken,  arrested,  and  brought  into  court  for  examination.  She  refused 
to  give  her  owner's  name,  and  when  commanded  with  threats  to  do  so, 
still  refused,  sullenly  determined  to  go  to  jail,  the  whipping-post,  or  die 
even,  —  for  stealing  was  then  punishable  with  death,  —  but  never  to  dis- 
grace her  master's  family.  The  pressure,  however,  became  so  strong  that 
she  was  constrained  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  officers  of  the  law, 
so  she  declared  that  she  belonged  to  the  Livingstons,  that  the  stigma  of 
owning  a  dishonest  slave  might  be  attached  to  her  master's  enemies. 

The  comer-stone  of  the  coUege  building  was  laid  by  Governor  Hardy, 
August  23,  1756.  The  site  chosen  was  on  the  block  now  bounded  by 
Murray,  Church,  and  Barclay  Streets,  and  GoUege  Place,  intersected  by 
Park  Place.  An  English  traveller  wrote :  "  The  new  coUege  is  to  be  bi^ilt 
on  three  sides  of  a  quadrangle  facing  the  Hudson  River,  and  will  be  the 
most  beautifully  situated,  I  believe,  of  any  college  in  the  world."  Its 
surroundings  were  pretty  fields  and  pleasant  shade ;  there  was  scarcely 
a  habitation  in  sight  at  the  time.  The  first  Commencement  occurred  in 
Jane,  1758,  when  ten  bachelors  and  as  many  masters  of  art  were  gradu- 
ated. The  students  began  to  lodge  and  mess  in  the  coU^e  building  in 
May,  1760;  and  in  June  of  the  same  year  the  procession  moved  from 
there  to  St  George's  Chapel  on  Beekman  Street,  to  hold  the  third  Com- 
mencement In  1762,  at  Dr.  Johnson's  request,  the  Rev.  Myles  Cooper, 
fellow  of  Queen's  College,  Oxford,  was  sent  to  New  York  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  appointed  fellow  of  King's  College,  professor 
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of  moral  philosophy,  and  to  assist  the  president  in  instruction  and  disci- 
pline, with  the  understanding  that  he  was  to  succeed  him,  which  he  did 
the  followii^  year.  Dr.  Cooper  was  one  of  the  most  elegant  schokra  of 
hie  time,  and  the  youny  men  placed  under  his  training  were  taught,  by 
proper  masters  and  professors,  natural  law,  physic,  logic,  ethics,  meta- 
physics, mathematics,  natural  philosophy,  astronomy,  ge<^raphy,  history, 
chronology,  rhetoric.  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  modem  languages,  the  belles- 
lettres,  and  whatever  else  of  literature  tended  to  accomplish  them  as 


scholars  and  gentlemen.  A  grammar  school  was  annexed  to  the  college 
for  the  preparation  of  those  who  wished  to  take  a  full  course.  A  high 
fence  surrounded  the  edifice,  enclosing  also  a  laige  court  and  gardea  A 
porter  attended  the  front  gate,  which  was  always  closed  at  nine  o'clock 
in  the  winter  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  summer;  after  which  hour,  the 
names  of  all  those  who  came  in  were  duly  reported  to  the  presidenL 
Among  the  earlier  firaduates  were  the  three  celebrated  New-Yorkeis, 
John  Jay,  Rotiert  R,  Livingston,  and  Gouverneur  Morris. 

It  was  durinf?  the  summer  of  1754  that  Robert  Hunter  Morris  re- 
turned to  New  York,  commissioned  as  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  to  supe^ 
sede  Hamilton,  who  had  resigned.  Benjamin  Franklin  was  on  a  jour- 
ney to  Boston,  and  stopped  a  few  days  also  in  New  York.  He  had  been 
previously  acquainted  with  Morris,  aud  they  had  several  pleasant  inter 
views.  Morris  asked  Franklin  if  he  mu.st  expect  as  uncomfortable  an  ad- 
ministration as  his  preilecossor.  "  No,"  replied  Franklin,  "you  may,  on 
the  contrary,  have  ii  very  comfortiible  one,  if  you  will  only  take  care  not 
to  enter  into  any  dispute  with  the  Assembly," 
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"My  dear  friend,"  said  Morris,  laughing,  "how  can  you  advise  my 
ending  disputes  ?  You  know  I  love  disputing,  it  is  one  of  my  greatest 
sasuies ;  however,  to  show  the  regard  I  have  for  your  counsel,  I  promise 
u  I  will  if  possible  avoid  them." 

Franklin  remembered  and  made  happy  allusion  to  the  fact  that  Morris 
d  been  brought  up  to  disputations  from  a  boy ;  his  father,  the  New  Jersey 
vemor,  having  accustomed  his  children  to  dispute  with  one  another  for 
}  diversion  while  sitting  at  table  after  dinner.  The  habit  of  forming 
inions  and  maintaining  them  resolutely  was  a  Morris  characteristic. 
In  the  autumn  the  New  York  Society  Library  was  organized.  The 
Uege  question  stimulated  this  movement.  A  library  was  wanted  "  for 
B  use  and  ornament  of  the  city,  and  the  advantage  of  the  intended  col- 
je."  Money  was  collected  and  books  purchased,  which  were  placed  in 
B  same  room  in  the  City  Hall  with  the  ponderous  tomes  of  theology, 
aring  the  autograph  of  Rev.  John  Sharpe,  which  had  received  little 
:ention  for  several  years.  The  trustees  appointed  were  Lieutenant-Gov- 
Qor  De  Lancey,  James  Alexander,  John  Chambers,  John  Watts,  William 
alton,  Rev.  Henry  Barclay,  Benjamin  Nicoll,  William  Smith,  William 
vingston,  and  William  Alexander. 

In  the  mean  time  blood  had  been  shed,  George  Washington  defeated, 
id  the  scalping-knife  unsheathed  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Kennebec,  yet 
Dgland  and  France  were  at  peace.  The  English  Ministry  paid  little 
3ed  to  the  bold  assumptions  of  the  French  in  America,  leaving  the  whole 
latter  in  charge  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  the  captain-general  of  the 
nnies  of  Great  Britain.  He,  taking  it  for  granted  that  his  polite  neigh- 
ors  meant  something,  akin  to  war,  sent  two  regiments  of  soldiers  to 
Linerica  under  the  command  of  General  Edward  Braddock.  The  755. 
rench,  notwithstanding  the  diplomatic  subtleties  with  which  the  J«- 
iglish  minister  was  amusing  the  French  court,  were  cognizant  of  these 
movements,  and  sent  a  fleet  of  transports  with  troops,  under  the  command 
f  Baron  Dieskau,  to  Canada.  About  the  same  time  De  Vaudreuil  sailed 
t»n  Brest,  to  supersede  Duquesne  in  the  government  of  Canada.  Scarcely 
Ad  the  French  sails  caught  the  ocean  breezes,  when  the  English  sent 
admiral  Boscawen  in  pursuit  Both  fleets  airived  nearly  at  the  same 
foment  ofiF  Cape  Race,  but  were  prevented  by  the  deep  fog  from  seeing 
»ch  other.  The  French  fleet,  favored  by  this  circumstance,  passed  up  the 
t.  Lawrence,  and  safely  lauded  officers  and  troops  at  Quebec ;  excepting 
^0  vessels.  The  Alcide  and  the  Lj/s  encountered  a  portion  of  the  £ng- 
ih  fleet,  and,  after  a  sharp  action,  surrendered 

The  certain  prospect  of  another  aggravating  contest  filled  New  York 
tth  alarm.     Notwithstanding  the  colony  had  from  its  earliest  history  been 
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constantly  talking  about  fortifications  and  defenses,  unitil  the  subject  had 
February  8^^^  monotonous,  and,  in  spite  of  appropriations  and  protracted 
labor  and  Indian  treaties,  the  city  and  province  were  in  a  com- 
paratively defenseless  condition.     Albany  was  so  exposed  that  the  Indians 
laughed  derisively.     Should  Albany  be  taken,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
the  French  from  sweeping  down  the  Hudson,  occupying  New  York  City, 
and  proceeding  with  their  conquests  into  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and 
beyond. 
The  danger  was  too  imminent  for  any  waste  of  worda     De  Lancey 
convened  the  Assembly,  by  advice  of  the  Council,  on  the  4tlj  of 
February,  and,  although   the   Livingston  interest  ruled   in  that 
body  (Robert  Livingston,  third  lord  of  the  manor,  William  Livingston, 
James  Livingston,  and  three  gentlemen  who  had  married  Livingstons, 
were  members  of  the  House)  and  in  any  other  event  would  have  opposed 
whatever  De  Lancey  proposed,  the  common  peril  overcame  all  other  con- 
siderations.    A  large  amount  of  money  was  needed  to  build  strongholds 
above  Albany,  and  strengthen  defenses  everywhere.     The  Assembly  acted 
promptly.     In  defiance  of  royal  instructions,  it  authorized  an  issue  of 
£  45,000  in  bills  of  credit,  to  be  sunk  at  stated  intervals  by  a  tax.    It 
also  prohibited  any  supplies  of  provisions  from  being  sent  to  the  French 
colonies ;  and  it  made  the  militia  subject  to  such  penalties  as  should  he 
imposed  by  the  executive. 

Sir  William  Johnson  hastened  to  New  York  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
Council,  bringing  an  appeal  from  the  Mohawks,  who  were  desperately 
frightened.  Hostilities  would  let  loose  the  hordes  of  French  Indians  upon 
their  castles,  which  were  now  entirely  defenseless,  and  they  begged  for 
aid.  There  was  no  alternative  but  to  comply.  The  government  decided 
to  stockade  their  castles,  and  erect  such  other  works  as  would  best  protect 
the  aged  warriors.  The  House  authorized  De  Lancey  to  draw  upon  the 
contingent  fund  for  this  purpose ;  and  directed  Sir  William  Johnson  to 
estimate  the  expenses,  and  constnict,  on  his  return,  such  defenses  as  in  his 
judgment  might  be  deemed  advisable. 

About  the  same  time  letters  came  from  Governor  Shirley  urging  the 
old  project  of  an  expedition  to  drive  the  French  out  of  Canada  Thomas 
Pownal  was  the  bearer  of  despatches  ;  he  called  upon  the  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor, and  was  received  somewhat  coldly.  He  was  no  stranger  in  the 
city,  and  went  immediately  to  consult  with  some  of  the  leading  gentlemen 
of  the  Livingston  faction.  The  influence  in  favor  of  Shirley's  plan  was  80 
ftrong  that  De  Lancey  thought  it  wiser  to  yield  gracious  approval,  al- 
longh  he  was  far  from  satisfied  with  the  course  Shirley  had  taken  on  a 
Bmer  occasion,  where,  differences  of  opinion  having  occurred  in  r&gxA  to 
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certain  details,  the  Massachusetts  governor  delivered  himself  of  expres- 
sions of  contempt  for  his  high-toned  New  York  contemporary,  not  easily 
ignored  or  forgotten.  A  committee  from  the  Council  met  a  committee 
from  the  House,  and  it  was  resolved  that  if  Massachusetts  woidd  raise 
fourteen  hundred  men.  New  York  would  raise  eight  hundred,  and  would 
agree  to  contribute  to  a  general  fund  for  the  support  of  the  war.  Before 
the  resolution  should  be  acted  upon,  it  was  proposed  to  submit  the  same 
to  the  approval  of  General  Braddock. 

The  latter  oflScer  had  already  arrived  in  Virginia,  and  had  summoned 
the  colonial  governors  for  the  14th  of  April,  to  meet  him  in  con- 
ference. Shirley  of  Massachusetts,  De  Lancey  of  New  York,  ^ 
Morris  of  Pennsylvania,  Sharpe  of  Maryland,  and  Diuwiddie  of  Vii-ginia, 
presented  themselves  at  the  appointed  time.  Four  separate  expeditions 
were  planned.  The  first,  for  the  complete  reduction  of  Nova  Scotia,  was 
to  be  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Govenior  Lawrence  of  that  province. 
The  second,  to  recover  possession  of  the  Ohio  valley,  would  be  led  by 
Braddock  himself.  The  third,  under  command  of  Shirley,  was  to  expel 
the  French  from  Fort  Niagara,  and  form  a  junction  with  Braddock's 
forces.  The  fourth,  having  for  its  object  the  capture  of  Crown  Point  was 
placed  under  the  command  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  whose  army  would 
be  made  up  of  the  provincial  militia  and  the  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations. 

As  soon  as  plans  were  fully  matured  each  officer  hastened  to  his  post. 
Shirley  was  detained  in  New  York  a  few  days,  trying  to  remove  the 
objections  which  De  Lancey  had  raised  to  the  form  of  Johnson's  commis- 
sion. The  two  governors  were  not  at  ease  in  each  other's  society,  many 
points  of  dispute  had  arisen  between  them,  and  were  likely  to  arise  in 
the  future ;  and  when  Shirley  named  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston  and 
William  Alexander  (Livingston's  brother-in-law),  in  preference  to  Oliver 
De  Lancey,  as  agents  in  the  purchase  of  supplies  for  the  Niagara  ex- 
pedition, the  lieutenant-governor  found  it  difficult  to  control  his  indig- 
nation. 

The  city  was  in  a  bustle  of  military  preparation.  Troops  were  con- 
stantly arriving,  recruiting  offices  sprung  into  being,  and  soldiers  were 
drilled  at  all  hours  of  the  day.  Men  were  actively  at  work  upon  new 
defenses,  as  well  as  trying  to  strengthen  those  which  had  cost  so  much 
in  the  past ;  and  provision  was  made  for  extra  fire-arms,  to  supply  all  the 
the  citizens  in  case  of  an  invasion. 

Sir  William  Johnson  summoned  the  Indians  to  Johnson  Hall,  and  on 
the  2l8t  of  June  opened  a  grand  council.  More  than  eleven  hundred 
of  the  children  of  the  forest  were  present,  an  unprecedented  and  unex- 
pected number,  and  although  prepared  to  feed  a  great  many,  this  remark^ 
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able  visitation  nearly  swept  the  larder  clean.  Johnson  threw  into  bis 
speeches  all  the  fire  and  energy  of  which  he  was  master,  and  nearly  all 
the  sachems  were  disposed  to  enlist  under  his  standard. 

Meanwhile  the  expedition  for  Acadia  —  Nova  Scotia — was  on  its 
way.  The  two  forts  were  quickly  captured,  and  the  English  were  thus 
in  safe  and  undisputed  possession.  And  then  they  proceeded  to  execute 
one  of  those  needless  and  wanton  acts  which  disgraced  the  age,  and  even 
humanity  itself  ' 

The  Acadians  were  a  simple,  harmless,  and  pious  people,  leading  a 
pastoral  life  among  their  flocks  and  herds>  and  tilling  the  soil,  which, 
for  more  than  a  century  and  a  half,  had  descended  from  father  to  son 
They  had  remained  in  the  territory,  which,  after  repeated  conquests  and 
restorations,  had,  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  been  conceded  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  were  hardly  conscious  of  the  change  of  sovereigns.  For  nearly 
forty  years  they  had  been  forgotten  or  neglected,  and  had  prospered  in 
their  seclusion.  Through  their  industry  the  fertile  fields  and  rich 
meadows  were  in  the  highest  state  of  cultivation.  No  tax-gatherers  in- 
truded upon  them,  no  magistrate  dwelt  within  their  borders.  The  parish 
priest  was  the  sole  arbiter  of  their  disputes,  and  beyond  him  there  was 
no  appeal.  Their  morals  were  pure,  they  harbored  no  ill-will  towards 
their  fellow-men,  and  were  happy  and  contented.  The  husbands  and 
brothers  went  forth  in  the  early  mom  to  work  in  the  fields,  and  the 
wives  and  sisters  i)lied  the  shuttle  or  trained  the  woodbine  and  the 
honeysuckle  over  the  doors  of  their  pretty  cottages. 

Under  the  flimsy  pretext  of  its  rendering  the  possession  of  Nova 
Scotia  insecure  to  allow  so  large  a  body  of  French  to  reside  there,  it  was 
iletormined  to  set  adrift  the  entire  colony.  It  was  no  difficult  matter  to 
^i^t  access  to  reoonls  and  titles,  as  the  unsuspecting  victims  were  total- 
ly ignorant  of  Irw.  Such  papers  were  taken  and  carefully  removed. 
Their  profx^rty  was  then  demanded  for  the  public  service  without  bargain 
or  jKiyment.  The  order  may  still  be  read  upon  the  Council  records  at 
Halifax,  —  "They  must  comply  without  terms,  immediately,  or  the  next 
courier  will  bring  an  onler  for  militarj'  execution  upon  the  delinquents.** 

The  unoftending  sufferers  were  despised  because  they  were  helpless. 
l^esently  their  Inrnts  and  fire-arms  were  taken  from  them ;  then  a  general 
pnvlamation  was  issueil  commanding  the  males  of  all  ages  to  assemUe 
at  their  n^sj^eotive  villages  on  the  5th  of  September.  How  could  they 
ilrtMui  of  any  ha^tile  intent !  At  Grand  Pr^,  one  of  the  places  designated, 
four  hundivd  ami  eighteen  came  together,  and  were  huddled  into  a 
chimh.  tor  what  purjx>se  they  little  dreamed.  The  doors  were  closed 
and  U\iTed.     They  were  then  inlbrmed  that  their  lands^  houses^  and  live- 
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stock  were  confiscated  to  the  crown,  and  that  they  themselves  were  to  be 
removed  at  once  from  the  province ;  but  "  through  the  goodness  of  his 
Majesty  "  they  were  to  be  permitted  to  take  with  them  their  cash  in  hand, 
with  such  portion  of  household  goods  as  would  not  encumber  the  vessels 
in  which  they  were  to  sail 

They  were  prisoners  indeed.  They  had  left  their  homes  but  for  the 
morning  and  were  never  to  return.  Their  families  were  to  share  their 
lot  But  as  there  were  not  enough  transports  to  carry  them  all  at  one 
time,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  get  rid  of  the  men  first,  and  leave  the 
women  and  children  until  other  vessels  could  be  provided.  The  10th 
of  September  was  the  day  of  embarkation.  The  wretched  fathers,  hus- 
bands, and  sons  were  drawn  up  six  deep,  the  young  men  first,  and  the 
seniors  behind,  and  under  a  sti-ong  guard  marched  to  the  shore.  The 
women  and  the  children  rushed  forward,  and  one  wail  of  anguish  rent 
the  heavens.  Not  one  among  them  had  anticipated  this  terrible  sepa- 
ration. 

Weeks  elapsed  before  the  broken-hearted  beings  were  all  shipped. 
For  months  the  newspapers  of  New  York  and  elsewhere  contained  ad- 
vertisements of  husbands  seeking  wives,  lovers  seeking  their  affianced, 
and  brothers  seeking  their  sisters. 

Seven  thousand  of  these  unfortunate  Acadians  were  distributed  through 
the  colonies.  A  few  of  them  after  weary  wanderings  found  their  lost 
ones,  but  by  far  the  greater  number  nevermore  beheld  the  faces  of  those 
who  were  dearer  than  life  itself  The  i)en  of  one  of  our  gifted  poets  has 
rendered  the  memory  of  this  inhumanity  lasting,  and  it  can  only  be  con- 
templated with  detestation  while  the  sanctity  of  the  family  tie  is  cher- 
ished in  the  human  heart.^ 

The  news  that  Sir  Charles  Hardy  had  been  selected  to  succeed  Sir  Dan- 
vers  Osborne  as  governor  of  New  York  reached  the  city  in  March.     He 
arrived  on  the  3d  of  September.     Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey 
waited  upon  him  and  spent  a  quiet  evening  with  him  on  the  vessel 
before  he  landed.     He  was  received  in  like  manner  as  his  predecessors, 
save  that  there  was  very  little  enthusiasm. 

He  was,  like  Clinton,  an  unlettered  admiral,  and  it  was  quickly  discov- 
ered that  he  was  out  of  his  sphere  in  matters  of  state  as  well  as  deficient 
in  executive  talent;  to  govern  he  must  have  a  leader.     De  Lancey  w^as  in 

*  HtdiburtonM  History  of  Nova  Scotia.  Bancroft.  Graham.  SUme.  Luutenant-Gov- 
rrmar  lAwrenct  to  the  Lordx  of  TradU.  MoncHon  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  English  writers  at- 
tempied  to  jtutify  this  cruelty  on  the  ground  of  '*  military  necessity."  But  there  seems  to 
haw  been  no  "  military  necessity  "  in  the  act  whatever,  save  in  the  imagination  :  Hn«l  lunl 
tbcR  been,  the  dictates  of  decency  and  common  humanity  should  have  protected  the  ianiily 
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the  gap,  and  continued  as  much  the  real  commander-in-chief  as  he  had 
been. 

The  war  was  the  all-absorbing  topic.  The  death  and  defeat  of  (jeneral 
Braddock  on  the  9th  of  July  had  shocked  the  whole  community.  An 
evil  star  hung  over  the  expedition  against  Niagara  also.  It  was  to  have 
started  early  in  the  spring ;  but  the  troops  who  were  to  take  part  in  it, 
composed  of  Shirley's,  Pepperell's,  and  Schuyler's  regiments,  did  not  ar- 
rive in  Albany  until  July,  and  were  about  to  embark  when  the  news  of 
Braddock's  defeat  came.  The  effect  of  this  intelligence  was  disastrous. 
It  filled  the  army  with  terror,  and  great  numbers  of  the  troops  deserted 
Delays  were  inevitable,  and  it  was  nearly  the  end  of  August  when  Shir- 
ley, now  (since  the  death  of  Braddock)  conmiander-in-chief  of  the  Amer- 
ican forces,  arrived  at  Oswego.  More  boats  had  to  be  built,  and  by 
the  time  they  were  finished  a  storm  set  in  so  severe  as  to  render  it  unsafe 
for  the  troops  to  venture  upon  the  lake ;  and  when,  on  September  26,  an 
order  was  given  for  embarkation,  a  succession  of  head  winds  and  tempests 
arose,  which  continued  for  thirteen  days,  after  which  sickness  prevailed, 
the  Indians,  not  relishing  the  water,  deserted,  and  the  season  was  too  far 
advanced.     On  the  24th  of  October,  Shirley  returned  to  Albany. 

The  expedition  against  Crown  Point,  under  Sir  William  Johnson,  was 
more  successful  It  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  Baron  Dieskau,  who  had 
been  sent  to  meet  the  approaching  army,  and  expected,  after  its  annihila- 
tion, to  proceed  to  Albany  and  beyond.  Both  Johnson  and  Dieskau  were 
wounded,  and  the  latter  was  borne,  while  his  troops  were  flying,  into  the 
tent  of  the  former.  He  wrote  to  Count  d'Argenson,  under  date  of  Sep- 
tember 14,  1755,  *'  1  know  not  at  present  what  will  be  my  fate ;  from 
M.  de  Johnson,  the  general  of  the  English  army,  I  am  receiving  aU  the 
attention  possible  to  be  expected  from  a  brave  man,  full  of  honor  and 
feeling."  It  is  said  that  before  the  Baron  left  America,  he  presented  John- 
son with  a  magnificent  sword  as  a  token  of  regard. 

The  victory  at  Lake  George  was  a  military  achievement  of  which  New 
York  and  New  England  had  reason  to  be  proud ;  and  it  headed  a  series 
of  triumphs  which  saved  America  from  coming  under  the  dominion  of  the 
French.  But  the  expedition  did  not  reach  Crown  Point  Grovemor  Har- 
dy, attended  by  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey,  and  several  gentlemen 
of  the  Council,  went  to  Albany  as  soon  as  the  news  of  Dieskau's  defeat 
reached  New  York,  in  order  to  further  operations,  and  remained  until 
November  26. 

Shirley,  in  the  mean  time,  arrived  in  Albany  and  found  fault  with 
everj-thing  which  had  l^een  done  by  the  subordinate  officers.  He  ham- 
pered the  movements  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  and  complained  becaoM 
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they  had  not  been  more  effectual.  Wliy  had  not  the  enemy  been  pur- 
sued ?  Why  did  not  the  General  move  boldly  against  Crown  Point  ? 
What  was  the  sense  in  constructing  a  useless  fort  ?  He  did  not  take  into 
account  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  attacking,  with  raw  and  undisciplined 
militia,  carefully  constructed  breastworks  defended  by  regulars,  trained 
under  the  best  generals  of  Europe.  Shirley  was  a  consequential  man. 
He  paraded  his  marvelous  military  knowledge  before  the  public  eye,  but 
he  did  not  put  much  of  it  to  the  test  in  his  own  personal  operations. 
Always  ifc  a  bustle,  he  never  made  progress ;  his  plans  were  feasible,  often 
brilliant  upon  paper,  but  practically  they  did  not  work  well  His  mag- 
nificent scheme  for  the  capture  of  Niagara  having  failed,  he  must  fon/vard 
supplies  to  the  garrisons,  and  then  **  revolve  in  his  busy  mind "  some 
other  enterprise  against  the  enemy. 

He  went  to  New  York  December  2.  He  was  treated  like  any  other 
private  citizen.  A  few  days  after  Sir  William  Johnson  arrived,  and  a 
crowd  went  out  to  meet  him  with  coaches  and  chariots,  and  the  capital 
was  illuniinated  in  his  honor ;  England  conferred  upon  him  a  baronetcy,^ 
and  subsequently  sent  him  a  commission  as  "colonel,  agent,  and  sole 
superintendent  of  all  the  affairs  of  the  Six  Nations  and  other  Northern 
Indians/'  accompanied  with  a  salary  of  £600  per  annum.  At  the  same 
time  came  instructions  from  the  Ministry  forbidding  each  northern  prov- 
ince to  transact  any  business  with  the  Indians.  Thus  Johnson  was  placed 
on  an  independent  footing.  Shirley  was  chagrined ;  but  he  called  a  grand 
congress  of  governors  to  meet  him  in  New  York  on  the  12th,  to  discuss 
plans  for  a  spring  campaign.  Fitch  of  Connecticut,  Sharp  of  Maryland, 
and  Morris  of  Pennsylvania,  were  present,  besides  Hardy,  De  Lancey, 
Colonel  Schuyler,  Colonel  Dunbar,  Major  Rutherford,  Sir  John  St.  Clair, 
and  others.  Shirley  presided  As  preparatory  to  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  a  remarkable  project  for  the  next  year,  Ticonderoga  was  to  be 
attacked  by  crossing  the  ice  in  midwinter,  which  seemed  so  feasible  that 
it  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Council.  Major  Rutherfoixl  and  Staats 
Long  Morris,  the  son  of  Judge  Lewis  Morris,  were  despatched  to  England 
to  lay  the  plan  before  the  Ministry. 

The  Assembly,  however,  regarded  the  Ticonderoga  project  with  cold- 
nesa  Success  is,  in  public  estimation,  the  criterion  of  an  able  chieftain. 
Fair  and  plausible  as  it  appeared  upon  paper,  its  author  had  invariably 
failed  in  all  his  military  undertakings,  and  it  was  not  thought  worth  while 
to  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose.  Shirley  returned  to  Boston  where 
his  wounded  pride  was  soothed  by  an  ovation  similar  to  the  one  with 
which  New  York  welcomed  Sir  William  Johnson. 

1  Johnflon's  baronetcy  was  dated  November  27,  1755. 
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The  speaker  of  the  Assembly  about  this  time  requested  assistance  in  the 
necessary  correspondence,  concerning  boundary  and  other  questions,  with 
the  agent  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  city  members,  —  Paul  us 
Richard,  William  Walton,  Henry  Cruger,  and  John  Watts,  —  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  the  purpose. 

John  Watts,  as  will  be  remembered,  was  the  son  of  Robert  Watts,  and 
the  brother-in-law  of  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey.  He  was  married  in 
1742 ;  and  in  1747  (November  13)  bought  the  Rosehill  farm,  of  some  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres,  bounded  on  the  south  by  Twenty-First  Street, 
on  the  east  by  the  East  River,  and,  reaching  over  Madison  Square,  (which 
was  then  a  pond  of  water  affording  skating  facilities  in  winter,)  it  stretched 
along  the  post-road  a  considerable  distance  to  the  north.  It  was  named 
from  the  ancestral  estate  of  the  Watts  family  in  Scotland.  A  handsome 
mansion-house  rose  upon  a  prominent  site,  from  which  a  broad  avenue, 
lined  with  graceful  elms,  extended  westerly  to  the  post-road,  the  gateway 
being  at  about  the  present  comer  of  Twenty-Eighth  Street  and  Fourth 
Avenue.^  It  was  a  charming  nook,  and  during  its  occupancy  by  the 
family  in  summer-time  was  the  favorite  resort  of  the  gay  aristocracy 
of  the  metropolis.  Indeed,  John  Watts  and  his  beautiful  wife  were 
so  connected  with  the  leading  families  as  to  fill  an  important  niche  in 
society. 

Their  city  home  (subsequently)  was  No.  3  Broadway,  next  the  Kennedy 
luiiusion  near  the  glacis  of  Fort  George.  It  was  a  great  old-time  edifice, 
destined  to  be  one  of  the  historic  landmarks  of  the  city  when  nearly 
all  its  conteniponiries  should  have  passed  away.  It  wad  elegant  in  its 
appointments,  and  in  subsequent  years,  when  large  entertainments  wen* 
given  by  either  family,  the  rooms  of  the  second  story  were  connected  with 
the  Kennedy  apartments  by  a  staircase  and  bridge  in  the  rear.  The  gar- 
den extended  to  the  water,  and  was  overlooked  by  a  broad  piazza,  which 
was  often  kisseil  by  the  salt  spray  in  a  high  wind.* 

Watts  was  forty  years  of  age  in  1755.  He  was  a  master  of  political 
economy,  a  scholar  of  no  ordinary  attainments,  and  a  brilliant  logiciaa 
His  letters,  while  upon  the  committee  of  correspondence,  were  among  the 
finest  productions  of  that  decade.  His  ready  mind  could  meet  and  solve 
knotty  problems,  and  his  sound  judgment  was  invaluable  in  the  straight- 

1  John  Watts  piinbas<Hl  the  Roj^hill  property  of  James  De  Lancey.  It  was  conreyed  to 
the  latter,  June  24.  1746,  by  Anna  Pritchanl.  It  was  originally  a  portion  of  the  Stoyveaant 
property,  {Hirtitioii  having  taken  plac^  (by  writ>  between  Geranius  Stuymant  and  his  sister, 
Anna  Tritohard,  April  20.  1742  ;  William  Jamison  Wing  at  that  time  sheriff  of  the  c\X\  and 
county  of  New  York,  ami  James  De  lancey  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Coort,  and  this  trai-t 
fallinjj  to  tb»-  sbaiv  of  Anna  Pritchanl. 

•  Si-  bkrtrh,  jMi^f  7:VJ. 
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'.  cioofced  paths.  He  grew  constantly  in  importance  He  waa 
sotm  appoiiiUinl  tu  tbe  Council,  and  in  niiitl«i^  of  uionibnt  his  advice  was 
uftewfT  songlit  Ky  the  govern<jr  than  that  ni'  any  other  uieiuber  of  this 
august  body.  He  possessed  a  remaikably  cheeH'ul  temper,  wliicb  no  dis- 
Bppoi&Uoent  could  disturb,  aud  a  brain,  amid  subsequent  i'e\erses.  full  of 

lUSOIUOIt: 

His  (]anght«r  Ann   married  Archibald   Ki^nuedy.  afterwards  eleventh 
Eui  of  Cassilis,  and  member  ol'  tbe  House  of  Loi-dii.     He  vras  the  son  of 


Aiefaibald  Kennedy,  tbe  venerable  counselor.  He  rejujued  in  a 
B  private  furtuDe  which  be  saw  fit  to  expend  in  a  manner  suited 
h  ha  rvSncd  and  cultivated  tastes.  He  built  Xo.  1  Broadway  (now  the 
W^aahingt'in  Hol«l),  fashioning  it  after  the  most  approved  Kuolish  model.' 
It  bad  a  broad,  handsome  front,  with  a  carved  doorway  jh  the  center. 


■  TIh  imimiuuiiD  tlul  Sir  Petor  Warren  Iniilt  No.  1  Broadtny  u  wboll]'  wiiliout  rouuda- 
Uoo.  Th>  |«vp«rt,v  In  1742  (the  ym  in  wbiL-h  Sioiie  nys  Sir  Petn-  Wiuieii  built  tbe  nun* 
<ma\  brloo^  to  llir  Bayanls.  In  174S  (.Iiuib  7)  Eve  Htyntil,  ibv  wiiliw  iif  Trirr  Riyanl. 
«iU  llwlgtaNaii  1,  2,  Btiil  S  Bromlwiir  tu  ArchlMJ  Kvtinnjy.  tbo  vilDPom  l«  thr  ulfl  being 
PhiUp  Van  CorllaiKti  and  Pftrr  Scbuyler.  Neither  bouir  wu  Imjll  until  loiue  yean  afVtr 
tW.  Mdratlu/  Tittt  i»  Buiile  u/  [>tiiit{iMa\u*oixliia  I73U>,  lu  ]K«MsiDnot  H^or-OeDentl 
k  VmU  iU  Ptjitvr.  , 
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wide  halla,  grand  staircases,  and  spacious  rooms ;  the  parlor  was  about 
iifty  feet  in  length,  with  a  gi-acet'ul  bow  opening  upon  a  porch  lai^  enu%')i 
for  a  cotillon-paity.  The  banquet!  n^-hall  was  a  magnificeDt  apartnieui. 
Aside  from  its  extraordinary  dimensions,  its  walls  and  ceilings  were  elab- 
orately decorated.  Captain  Kennedy's  eldest  son  was  bom  in  this  maii- 
siou,  who  became  not  only  the  twelfth  Earl  of  Cassilis,  but  the  tirst  Mar- 
quis of  Ailsa. 
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CHAPTER    XXVIII. 

1755  -  1764. 

THE  FRENCH  WAR. 

LriTKE  OF  Jamss  Alexander.  —  Shirley  in  Boston.  —  Victory  of  the  People  of  New 
York.  —  Declaration  of  War.  —  The  Earl  of  Loudoun.  —  Mayor  John  Cruger. 
—  New  York  Oppressed.  —  Boundary  Janoles.  —  Riots  at  Livingston  Manor.  — 
GoTBRNOR  Hardy  resigns.  —  Benjamin  Franklin.  —The  Immortal  Kite.  — The 
Postal  Routes  of  America.  —  Loss  of  Fort  William  Henry.  —  Loudoun  and  his 
Cabraoes.  —  Recall  of  Loudoun.  —  Change  in  the  English  Ministry.  —  Capture 
OF  Fort  Du  Quesms.  —  Defeat  and  Recall  of  Abercromrie.  —  General  Wolfe.  — 
Cafturs  of  Qusbec.  —  General  Amherst.  —  William  Walton.  —  The  Walton 
HcNniB. — Death  of  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey.  —  Dr.  Cadwallader  Colden 

LiSUTBHAHT-OOYSRNOR  OF  NeW  YoRK.  —  GOVERNOR  MoNCKTON.  —  DeATH  OP  GeORGB 

IL — QaoROE  in. —The  Earl  of  Bute.  —Resignation  of  Pitt.  —Sandy  Hook 
— Sir  Jambs  Jay. — The  Jay  Family. —  John  Jay  in  College.- 
OF  Havana.  —  Treaty  of  Peace.  —  England  in  Triumph. 


r!w«B  a  peculiar  winter.  No  great  military  event  transpired.  But 
evny  week  brought  intelligence  of  some  fresh  horror  in  the  remote 
Cruelties  were  perpetrated  in  Orange  and  Ulster  Coun- 
llieie  were  murdeis  committed  in  Duchess  County;  and 
theve  weie  disturbances  at  Livingston  Manor.  Beyond  Albany  all  was 
(emr  and  confusion.  James  Alexander  wrote  to  Peter  Van  Brugh  Liv- 
ingH^aff^  in  December:  "The  manner  of  beginning  this  war  must  have 
soipriaed  the  nations  of  Europe,  as  it  has  the  American  colonies,  but  the 
way  in  which  it  has  been  carried  on  is  still  more  surprising.  General 
Braddock  was  sent  over  as  commander-in-chief,  and  how  the  Ministry 
came  to  intrust  full  powers  to  such  a  man  has  perplexed  us  all ;  a  man 
of  no  knowledge,  civil  or  military,  who  by  all  accounts  had  spent  his  life 
in  the  most  profligate  manner,  made  no  pretensions  to  morals,  and  the 
loose  indecency  of  his  conversation  showed  what  company  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  frequent  From  such  an  officer  nothing  could  have  been 
expected  but  disgrace  to  the  British  arms."  ^ 

*  Rmikerford  Papen,    (In  possession  of  the  family,  Newark,  N.  J.)    In  the  same  coUec- 
is  an  interesting  letter  from  James  Alexander  to  Peter  Van  Brugh  LiTingston,  dated 

4a 
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Shirley  was  keeping  Boston  in  commotion.  His  theories  were  magnifi- 
cent, but  there  was  always  something  in  the  way  of  their  proving  success- 
ful. Troops  were  raised  for  the  half-matured  spring  campaign,  and  vari- 
ous detachments  were  sent  to  posts  along  the  frontiers.  Ann  Shirley 
wrote  to  a  lady  in  New. York:  "The  young  ladies  are  beginning  to  hold 
down  their  heads  and  look  melancholy;  and,  indeed,  I  don't  wonder,  for  by 
Friday  night  we  sha'  n't  have  a  beau  left  Poor  Boston !  what  a  falling 
off!  But  New  York  will  fare  no  better,  for  the  handsome  fellows  must  all 
inarch  to  the  war."  The  same  writer  added  in  a  postscript :  "  Last  Sun- 
day I  attended  Miss  Shirley  (that  was)  to  church,  and  according  to  cus- 
tom there  were  a  great  many  people  to  look  at  the  bride.  Her  dress  was 
a  yellow  lutestring  silk,  trinuned  with  silver,  with  one  flounce  at  the 
bottom,  whicli  was  esteemed  by  everybody  to  be  very  genteel,  and  I  was 
not  a  little  pleased  with  it,  as  it  was  in  a  great  measure  my  taste."  * 

The  government  at  New  York  was  occupied  with  boundary  tangles, 
debt-bills,  and  conflicting  opinions  respecting  the  course  to  be  pursued  in 
17M.  the  conflict  with  France.  Speaker  Jones  wrote  to  the  agent  in 
Feb.  23.  London,  under  date  of  February  23 :  "  We  are  sitting  stilL  The 
principal  money  bill,  which  is  for  paying  the  debts  of  the  government 
for  the  time  past,  has  passed  the  Council,  but  has  not  yet  received  the 
governor's  assent,  and  is  therefore  in  suspense.  By  the  next  packet  I 
may  be  able  to  inform  you  further,  particularly  with  respect  to  the 
Jersey  line,  which  is  still  under  consideration." 

The  bill  for  meeting  the  salaries  of  the  ensuing  year  was  framed  in 
direct  defiance  of  the  repeated  demand  of  the  crown,  and  the  governor 
was  greatly  perplexed.  The  House  refused  to  proceed  with  any  further 
business,  or  make  the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  until  his  decision  should  be  known.  De  Lancey  suggested  to  Hardy 
that  the  exigency  of  affairs  on  the  frontier  would  exculpate  him  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Ministry,  should  he  concede  the  point,  which  was  accordingly 
done.     The  governor  passed  the  bill,  and  the  victory  won  by  the  people 

February  11,  1756,  in  which  he  speaks  tenderly  of  the  recent  loss  of  the  "good  mother'*  of 
Ilia  j.'orresiwndent  (the  widow  of  the  late  Philip  Livingston).  He  writes  :  **  Her  veiy  sudden 
death  must  have  surprised  you  all,  as  it  did  me.  I  heartily  sympathize  with  yon.  She  was 
a  goo<l  woman,  and  a  very  kind  mother.  Few  women  that  I  have  been  acquainted  with 
equalled  her  in  sweetness  of  temper  and  good  sense.  Whatever  changes  her  death  may  occa- 
sion in  the  family,  I  hope  it  will  not  lessen  the  union  and  harmony.  Let  me  recommend 
you  to  see  each  other  often,  and  cultivate  intimacy,  for,  believe  me,  the  credit,  the  power,  and 
interest  of  families  dei>end  chiefly  on  this.  Inten*st  often  connects  people  who  are  entin* 
strdngi'rs,  and  sometimes  separatt^  those  who  have  the  strongest  natural  ties.  Whatever 
matters  uf  propiTty  are  to  be  settled,  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better,  and  I  hope  it  will  br 
satisfaetorj*  to  all  concerned." 
*  lluthtrj'ord  Papers. 
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over  the  crown  on  privilege  proved  to  be  Uisting.  Henceforward  the 
Ministry  gave  up  insisting  upon  an  indefinite  support,  and  in  the  autumn 
the  House  ha4l  the  supi-eine  satisfaction  of  hearing  from  the  lips  of  Hardy 
himself,  that  the  crown  had  virtually  repealed  the  instructions  to  Sir 
Danveis  Osborne  which  had  caused  such  intense  indignation. 

England  finally  declared  war  against  France.  There  is  something 
novel  in  this  announcement  after  the  record  of  the  past  two  years. 
The  Ministry  seem  to  have  clung  to  the  hope  that  peace  might 
l»e  established  on  an  amicable  footing.  On  the  other  hand,  the  French 
hardly  believed  England  would  come  out  boldly  and  endanger  her  Hano- 
verian possessions,  and  continued  to  claim  American. territory  by  force  of 
arms. 

Shirley  was  recalled,  and  the  Earl  of  Loudoun,  one  of  the  sixteen  peers 
of  Scotland,  appointed  commander-in-chief  of  the  British  forces  in  North 
America.*     Governor  Hardy  announced  this  fact  to  the  Assembly 
on  the  29th  of  June.     Major-General  Abercrombie  was  placed 
second  in  command,  and  with  General  Webb  and  two  battalions,  sailed 
in  April  for  this  country.     Loudoun  did  not  arrive  until  July. 

Abercrombie  stationed  himself  at  Albany.  He  began  his  career  by 
sowing  discord  among  the  troops,  who  were  waiting  to  push  forward  into 
the  country  of  the  enemy.  He  announced  .that  all  regular  officers  would 
be  over  those  of  the  same  rank  in  the  provincial  service.  The  conse- 
quences were  such  that  General  Winslow  advised  his  superior  that  any 
attempt  to  enforce  the  nile  would  be  disastrous ;  and  the  latter  yielded, 
it  having  been  agreed  that  the  regulars  should  remain  and  do  garrison 
duty  in  the  forts,  while  the  provincials  under  their  own  officers  should 
advance  against  the  French. 

As  soon  as  this  matter  was  arranged,  Abercrombie  proceeded  to  quarter 
his  troop6  upon  the  citizens  of  Albany.  It  excited  intense  disgust.  "Go 
hack  again/'  said  the  mayor  of  Albany,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens,  —  "go 
back ;  we  want  no  such  protectors,  we  can  defend  our  frontiers  ourselves." 

^  Joim  Csmpbell,  fourth  Earl  of  Loudouu,  Baron  Mauchlane,  one  of  the  sixteen  peers  of 
ScotUuid,  and  F.  R.  S.,  was  bom  in  the  year  1705.  He  succeeded  to  his  title  on  the  death 
of  hit  fiither  in  1731.  When  the  Pretender  landed  in  Scotland  in  1745,  Lord  Loudoun  re- 
purcd  to  lnTem€88  and  raised  a  regiment  of  HighlanderM  for  the  crown.  On  the  approach  of 
tke  enemj,  however,  he  abandoned  his  ]>osition,  and  retired  to  the  Isle  of  Skye,  with  scarcely 
a  ihov  of  resistance.  This  regiment  having  been  broken  in  1748,  he  was  made  colonel  of  the 
Thirtieth  Regiment  of  Foot  in  1749.  He  was  appointed  major-general  in  1755.  In  February, 
175^  he  was  conuniasione<l  governor  of  Virginia,  and  was  also  intrusted  with  the  supreme 
camnaiHl  of  the  British  forces  in  North  America.  His  career  was  not  satisfactory  to  the 
MinistrT,  and  he  wa«  ree-alled  in  1758.  Entkk's  Uistonj  of  tfie  trar,  II.  393.  In  1763  or 
1764  he  was  appointed  Governor  of  Edinburgh  Castle.  He  died,  unmarried,  at  Loudoun 
GMtle,  Ajnhire,  April  27,  1782,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 
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But  the  troops  remained  in  their  comfortable  quarters,  and  fattened  at 
the  tables  of  their  helpless  hosts. 

Nor  did  relief  attend  the  coming  of  Loudoun.  Grovemor  Hardy  fol- 
lowed the  pompous  general  to  Albany,  accompanied  by  De  Lancey  and 
Judge  Chambers.  But  Loudoun  was  incapable  of  grasping  the  exigencies 
of  the  situation,  and  he  was  too  self-conceited  to  receive  advice.  He 
cautioned  Hardy  without  even  a  show  of  courtesy,  against  meddling  with 
military  affairs. 

The  Marquis  de  Montcalm  had  succeeded  Dieskau  as  commander  of 
the  French  army  in  America,  and  while  Loudoun  was  fussing  and  hurry- 
ing, and  driving  everybody,  and  really  frittering  away  his  time  in  doing 
nothing  in  general  or  particular,  the  active  energetic  French  nobleman  was 
on  his  unobstnicted  way  to  invest  Oswego.  After  a  brief  action  the  garrison 
surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  French  Indians,  long  used  to  deeds 
of  blood,  paid  no  heed  to  the  terms  of  capitulation,  and  with  terrific  yeUs 
and  wild  leaps,  were  springing  upon  their  prey  to  indulge  in  their 
customary  pastime  of  horrid  butchery,  when  Montcalm  (to  his  undying 
honor  be  it  spoken)  ordered  out  a  file  of  soldiers  and  commanded  them  to 
fire  upon  the  infuriated  Indians  who  had  disobeyed  orders.  Six  fell  dead 
in  the  next  instant,  and  the  remainder  sulkily  put  up  their  knives  and 
skulked  to  their  quarters.  The  garrison,  numbering  sixteen  hundred  men, 
were  conveyed  safely  to  Montreal.  The  two  fortresses,  Ontario  and 
Oswego,  were  levelled  so  completely  that  hardly  a  mark  of  their  ever 
having  existed  remained  to  be  seen. 

The  loss  of  Oswego,  instead  of  stimulating  Loudoun  to  efficient  action, 
had  the  contrary  effect  He  did  indeed  bluster  and  converse  in  elevated 
tones  about  annihilating  Crown  Point,  but  that  was  alL  He  sneered  at 
Sir  William  Johnson's  water-bubble,  as  he  styled  savage  aid,  and  damned 
the  Indian  interest  whenever  the  subject  was  broached  in  his  hearing. 

The  speaker  of  the  House  wrote  to  the  London  agent  about  the  middle 
of  October :  *  "  Our  disappointment  is  greater  than  that  of  last  year,  for, 
instead  of  taking  Crown  Point,  the  enemy  have  mastered  Oswego  and 
carried  away  all  the  armed  vessels,  two  hundred  whale-boats,  cannon, 
provision,  and  warlike  stores.  0  shameful  behavior  of  our  forces !  We 
have  now  no  footing  on  Lake  Ontario;  it  is  all  in  the  uninterrupted 
possession  of  the  enemy,  who  will  doubtless  dispossess  us  of  whatever 
we  have  remaining  if  not  suddenly  stopped.     As  for  our  forces  on  the 

^  This  letter  was  the  production  of  the  committee  of  dty  memben,  —  John  Watti,  Heury 
Cruger,  William  Walton,  and  Peter  De  Lancey  (the  latter  had  reeentlj  taken  the  place  of 
Paulus  Richard),  —  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  drafted  bj  Henry  Cmgar,  who  was  sabw- 
quently  a  member  of  the  British  Parliament 
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northern  frontier,  both  regulars  and  provincials,  we  shall  probably  hear  of 
no  action  by  them  unless  the  enemy  force  them  to  it  If  some  more 
vigorous  resolutions  are  not  made  in  England,  and  seasonably  executed, 
we  must  inevitably  fall  a  prey  to  the  prevailing  power  of  France.  We 
live  in  hopes  that  a  vigorous  push  will  be  made  for  the  reduction  of 
Canada,  which  seems  the  only  measure  that  can  secure  us.  I  told  you,  in 
my  letter  of  July  2,  that  you  should  have  a  just  estimate  of  the  ex- 
penses of  this  year.  I  cannot  at  present  enumerate  particulars,  neither 
does  it  appear  necessary.  We  emitted  £  52,000  'bills  of  credit  last  spring, 
to  be  redeemed  by  taxes  on  estates,  real  and  personal,  which  I  expect 
will  all  be  expended  in  the  pay  of  our  forces,  and  other  necessaries 
attending  this  state  of  warfare,  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Our  governor 
has  acquainted  us  with  the  alteration  of  the  instruction  relating  to  the 
permanent  salary ;  but  at  the  same  time  insists  upon  a  larger  allowance 
than  his  predecessors  have  had,  under  pretense  of  the  alteration  in  the 
value  of  our  currency.  How  far  this  may  occasion  differences  between 
him  and  the  Assembly  I  cannot  yet  foresee ;  perhaps  my  next  may  in- 
fonn  you.  Inclosed  you  have  a  note  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Hamburg  and 
Tomilson,  merchants  in  London,  for  their  extraordinary  care  with  resjpect 
to  the  money  granted  by  Parliament,  and  you  are  desired  to  wait  on 
those  gentlemen  with  it  The  Assembly  is  now  sitting,  and  when  the 
session  ends  I  shall  write  further  to  you." 

Loudoun  visited  two  or  three  of  the  northern  forts,  admired  the  autum- 
nal forests  with  their  gorgeous  hues,  expressed  in  forcible  expletives  his 
deep  disgust  at  the  want  of  decent  roads,  took  cold  in  a  November  storm, 
and  returned  to  Albany  to  dismiss  the  militia  to  their  firesides  for  the 
winter,  and  provide  quarters  for  the  regulars. 

Of  the  latter  he  sent  two  thousand  four  hundred  to  New  York  with 
orders  for  the  corporation  to  billet  them  upon  the  citizens.  John  Cruger 
fscm  of  the  former  mayor,  and  brother  of  Henry  Cruger)  had  just  been 
appointed  to  the  mayoralty.  The  message  from  Loudoun  was  lead  in  the 
Common  CouncU,  and  neither  its  style  nor  import  relished.  The  soldiers 
were  crowded  into  the  barracks,  and  the  officers  (about  fifty)  left  to  find 
kidgings  for  themselves. 

Loodoon  came  to  New  York  in  December  in  a  towering  rage.  He 
sommoned  Mayor  Cruger  before  him,  and  demanded  that  his  officers, 
of  every  rank,  shoidd  have  free  quarters  in  the  city.  Cruger  remonstrated, 
and  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  pleaded  their  rights  as  Englishmen.  Lou- 
doun checked  him  with  an  oath,  and  told  him  such  was  the  custom  eveiy- 
wbere,  and  if  difficulties  were  raised  he  would  convene  all  the  troops  in 
America  and  himself  billet  them  upon  the  people. 
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Oruger  asked  for  time  to  consult  the  aldermen.  The  death  of  his  sUter 
made  it  necessary  to  delay  an  answer  until  her  funeral  obsequies  were 
performed.     Loudoun  insisted  upon  speedy  attention  to  his  orders.     The 


citizens  raved.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  were  at  their  wits'  ends 
ing  the  course  to  be  pursued.  They  hurried  to  the  yovemor  for  counsel. 
He  was  reticent.  They  called  a  meeting  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  city  members  of  the  Assembly,  to  investigate  the  laws 
upon  the  subject.  Chief  Justice  De  Lancey  declined  to  give  an  extra- 
judicial opinion.  John  Watts  spoke  his  mind  in  favor  of  the  people  with 
remarkable  force ;  he  said  that  free  quarters  were  against  the  common 
law.  Henry  Cruger  manfully  asserted  that  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the 
commander-ill -chief  was  illiberal  and  illegal.  Yet  it  was  not  clear  ho* 
far  opposition  might  be  persiste<i  in  without  daufter  of  prosecutions.  Two 
committees  were  appointed,  —  one  to  present  a  memorial  to  the  governor 
asking  his  mediation,  the  othirr  to  visit  Loudoun.  Of  the  latter  only  the 
mayor  was  admitted  to  the  lordly  jireseuce.  Ap  soon  as  Loudoun  caught 
the  spirit  of  the  object  of  the  committee,  he  exclaimed,  "  God  d— n  Wf 
blood  !  if  you  do  not  give  my  officers  free  quarters  this  day,  I  will  order 
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here  every  man  under  my  command  and  billet  them  upon  the  city."  He 
immediately  quartered  six  upon  Oliver  De  Lancey.  This  was  too  much 
for  the  high-strung  aristocrat,  who  attempted  to  turn  them  out  of  doors. 
Loudoun  immediately  sent  half  a  dozen  more  to  add  to  the  measure  of 
De  Lancey's  wrath.  The  latter  threatened  to  leave  the  country  if  they 
were  not  removed.  "  I  shall  be  glad  of  it,"  replied  the  merciless  poten- 
tate, "  for  then  the  troops  will  have  your  whole  house."  The  excitement 
was  intense.  But  there  was  no  help  at  hand,  and,  as  the  citizens  declined 
being  hospitable,  a  private  subscription  remedied  matters  for  the  time, 
while  the  oppressor  was  regarded  with  supreme  abhorrence. 

Speaker  Jones  wrote  to  the  agent  at  the  English  Court :  "  What  the 
next  summer  will  produce  the  Almighty  only  knows.  I  assure  you  our 
situation  is  extremely  distressing.  New  York,  as  you  know,  is  the  prin- 
cipal seat  of  the  present  war,  and  is  harassed  and  burdened  in  all  shapes ; 
soldiers  quartered  upon  us  without  pay,  our  horses  and  carriages  used  at 
pleasure,  some  broken,  and  others  burned  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
our  militia  forced  to  make  long  marches  in  every  direction,  and  our  peo- 
ple unable  to  attend  to  their  usual  occupations.  To  this  may  be  added 
another  heavy  expense,  namely,  the  great  number  of  French  sent  here 
from  Acadia  by  Governor  Lawrence;  and  the  prisoners  taken  at  the  battle 
of  Lake  Geoige,  in  September,  1755,  with  many  othei-s  brought  in  by  pri- 
vateers. Our  £52,000  are  all  used,  and  we  are  breaking  in  upon  the 
present  made  us  by  Parliament,  which  in  this  expensive  state  of  thinjjjs 
cannot  last  long.  Unless  we  have  further  aid  from  England  we  must  sink 
under  the  weight  of  these  excessive  pressures." 

Loudoun  summoned  a  congress  of  governors  to  meet  him  in  New  York 
just  prior  to  the  winter  holidays,  and  with  offensive  arrogance,  chai;*;ed 
the  disasters  of  the  war  to  the  negligence  and  stinginess  of  the  colonies. 
He  talked  airily  about  the  next  year's  campaign,  and  demanded  additional 
troops  and  supplies,  which  were  provided.  He  afterwards  proceeded 
through  Connecticut  to  Boston,  much  to  the  relief  of  the  people  of  New 
York,  who  detested  him  to  such  a  degree  that  his  very  presence  in  the 
dtv  was  almost  intolerable. 

Hardy  convened  the  Assembly  on  the  16th  of  February,  with  a  view  to 
meet  the  requisitions  of  Loudoun,  and  also  to  communicate  the  in-  1757. 
telligence  that  the  crown  was  about  to  send  additional  reinforce-  ^'•^-  ^^ 
ments  to  the  aid  of  the  colonies.  Other  weighty  matters  demanded  im- 
mediate attention.  The  disputes  with  Massachusetts  and  New  Jersey 
ooDceming  boundaries  were  assuming  proportions  only  secondary  to  the 
snarl  between  England  and  Fnnice.  The  commotions  among  neighbors 
along  the  borders  were  lamentable  in  the  extreme.     Livingston  Manor 
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had  been  the  scene  of  several  startling  riots.  And  just  now  news  came 
that  the  sheriff  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  had  been  roughly  handled, 
and  a  man  whom  he  called  to  his  aid  instantly  killed  The  Stockbridge 
Indians  were  taking  sides.  They  had,  in  many  instances,  sold  lands  twice 
over  to  interested  parties,  in  disregard  of  former  patents.  They  had  car- 
ried off  one  of  Livingston's  tenants  that  a  Sheffield  farmer  might  possess 
himself  of  the  premises  upon  the  strength  of  one  of  their  doubtful  titles. 
Mra  Livingston  wrote  to  her  husband  (who  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  House)  in  New  York,  that  the  family  were  in  constant  fear  of  some 
hostile  movement  on  the  part  of  the  savages,  who  sneaked  about  among 
the  tenants  of  the  manor  in  bands,  mysteriously,  and  not  infrequently 
came  into  the  grounds  of  the  manor-house  and  gesticulated  in  a  threaten- 
ing manner.  Livingston  petitioned  the  government  for  a  company  of 
soldiers  to  guard  his  possessions.  Hardy  recommended  that  commission- 
ers at  the  public  expense  be  at  once  appointed  to  settle  the  chronic  con- 
troversy. 

At  the  same  time  a  bloody  war  was  raging  in  Pennsylvania,  which  had 
grown  out  of  alleged  deceits  practiced  upon  the  Delawares  in  the  sale  of 
their  lands.  Sir  William  Johnson  had  listened  to  the  recital  of  similar 
grievances  ever  since  he  took  up  his^  abode  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Six 
Nations,  and  became  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  He  believed  that 
fraudulent  purchases,  or  those  which  the  Indians  claimed  as  such,  should 
be  surrendered.  He  had  repeatedly  expressed  his  views  to  the  Ministry 
and  to  the  colonial  governors.  Hardy  was  of  the  same  way  of  thinking, 
and  recommended  to  the  Assembly  the  passage  of  a  law  for  vacating  all 
grants,  exorbitant  or  otherwise,  which  the  Indians  considered  fraudulent 
He  said  it  appeared  to  him,  in  the  alarming  posture  of  affairs,  not  only  a 
jn>st  but  a  necessary  measure  ;  the  fickle  warriors  must  be  induced  if  pos- 
sible to  throw  their  whole  assistance  into  the  scale. 

Sir  Charles  had,  six  months  prior  to  this,  proposed  an  act  for  annulling 
certain  land-patents  in  Central  and  Western  New  York,  upon  the  ground 
of  their  having  been  fraudulently  obtained  from  the  Indians,  and  the  par- 
ties interested  had  traced  it  to  the  direct  influence  of  Johnson. 

The  reply  of  the  House  to  the  governor's  message  was  a  carefully  con- 
sidered document  It  embodied  no  backwardness  in  the  way  of  providing 
troops  and  warlike  supplies  for  the  coming  year,  "  that,  whatever  may  be 
the  fate  of  our  cause,  we  may  not  be  in  any  way  instrumental  to  our  ruin, 
by  tedious  delays,  timid  resolutions,  or  an  ill-timed  parsimony.**  With 
ivspect  to  the  lx)undary  question,  duty  did  not  seem  to  stand  out  in  quite 
so  bold  a  light  The  expense  of  commissioners  woidd  be  a  fatal  outlay  in 
this  time  of  trial.     The  governors  of  those  colonies  with  whom  the  di^- 
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putes  raged  ought  to  preserve  peace  and  order  in  their  resi)ective  borders 
until  the  common  enemy  should  be  repelled,  and  the  fact  established  that 
either  possessed  lands  to  divide  or  jurisdiction  to  settle.  "We  would 
humbly  observe  that  a  line  of  a  much  more  serious  nature  at  present  en- 
gages our  whole  attention  and  justly  claims  the  substance  we  have  to 
spare."  ^ 

As  to  the  fraudulent  grants  of  land,  it  was  admitted  that  such  had  un- 
doubtedly retarded  settlements,  and  given  the  Indians  cause  of  complaint, 
but  that  the  owners  had  paid  considerable  sums,  first  to  the  Indians  for 
their  rights,  and  afterwards  to  the  governor  and  other  civil  officers  for  the 
patents,  —  often  more  than  the  lands  were  worth,  —  and  to  deprive  such 
owners  of  their  possessions  would  be  harsh  and  unjust.  As  affairs  stood 
now,  no  settlements  could  be  made  upon  them,  and  the  Indians  would  con- 
tinue to  be  the  sole  occupants;  thus  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
might  as  well  be  postponed.  "  Ah,"  said  Sir  William  Johnson  to  Hardy, 
"  with  half  a  dozen  Livingstons  in  the  House,  all  interested  in  their  fathers' 
old  disputed  patent,  and  the  De  Lanceys  owning  the  rich  tmct  twenty 
miles  in  length  on  the  banks  of  the  Mohawk  near  Wood  Creek,  what  else 
could  have  been  expected ! " 

Governor  Hardy  had  long  since  applied  to  the  Ix)rds  of  Trade  for 
permission  to  resign  his  government  and  re-enter  the  navy.  He  was 
aware  of  his  own  incapacity.  One  branch  of  his  office  was  to  preside  as 
chancellor.  The  first  time  the  court  opened  there  was  a  vacant  seat 
between  Judge  Chambers  and  Judge  Horsemanden.  The  hall  became 
crowded  and  still  no  governor.  Presently  the  chief  justice  made  his  ap- 
pearance, struggling  through  the  dense  mass  of  people  towards  the  bench. 
His  face  wore  a  troubled  expression,  as  if  he  was  not  quite  satisfied  with 
the  propriety  of  taking  such  a  step.  Thai  judges  arose,  and  courteously 
placed  him  upon  the  bench,  where  he  continued  until  two  prisoners,  one 
charged  for  murder  and  the  other  with  theft,  were  an-aigned  and  taken 
fiom  the  bar.  The  same  day  was  appointed  for  arguing  a  demurrer  to  a 
fain  in  Chancery  before  the  governor.  There  was  considerable  delay. 
Finally  some  of  the  lawyers  were  invited  to  his  Excellency's  private 
room,  where  he  apologized  for  detaining  them,  by  saying  that  he  had 
desired  the  chief  justice  to  be  present  and  he  had  not  yet  come.  "  I 
can't  take  upon  myself,"  he  said,  "  to  say  I  understand  the  law.  I  have 
been  justice  of.  the  peace  in  England,  but  my  knowledge,  gentlemen, 
idates  to  the  sea ;  that  is  my  sphere.  If  you  want  to  know  when  the 
wind  and  tide  suit  for  going  down  to  Sandy  Hook,  I  can  tell  you.  How 
a  captain  of  a  ship  understand  your  demurrers  in  law  ?  "^    De  Lancey 
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came  in  to  the  delight  of  the  sailor-executive;  when  the  debate  took 
place,  the  governor  sat  awkwardly  by  the  side  of  the  able  and  el^ant 
chief  justice,  who  pronounced  the  decree  and  dictated  the  entry  in  the 
register.  "  I  beseech  you,  gentlemen/*  said  Hardy,  "  to  bring  these  kind 
of  questions  before  me  as  seldom  as  possibla  If  you  ever  dispute  about 
a  fact,  I  can  search  the  depositions,  and  perhaps  tell  you  who  has  the 
best  of  it ;  but  I  know  nothing  about  your  points  of  law." 

The  Lords  of  Trade  were  open  to  conviction ;  Hardy  was  out  of  his 
sphere,  and  they  made  him  a  rear-admiral  in  the  contemplated  naval 
expedition  against  Canada.  He  sailed  at  midnight  on  the  2nd  of  July,  to 
join  the  forces  at  Boston,  and  the  next  morning  De  Lancey  took  the 
oaths,  and  continued  in  the  supreme  command  of  the  province  until  his 
death. 

In  the  mean  time  Morris  had  disputed  with  his  Assembly  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, until,  lover  of  disputations  as  he  was,  he  cared  to  indulge  in  it  no 
longer.  The  Assembly  could  not  please  him,  nor  frame  a  bill  that  he 
would  sign.  He  showed  his  instructions,  by  which  it  was  plainly  ap- 
parent that  only  one  course  had  been  open  to  him.  There  was  a  rapid 
fire  of  addresses  and  replies,  which  had  no  effect,  and  could  have  none, 
except  to  exasperate.  Morris,  therefore,  forwarded  to  England  his  resig- 
nation, and  held  his  place  only  until  his  successor  should  arriva 

Franklin  relates  many  anecdotes  of  his  intercourse  with  Morris,  while 
the  latter  occupied  the  gubernatorial  chair.  One  afternoon  in  the  height 
of  the  public  quarrel  the  two  notables  met  in  the  street:  "Franklin," 
said  Morris,  "you  must  go  home  with  me  and  spend  the  evening;  I  am  to 
have  some  company  whom  you  will  like."  Arm  in  arm,  they  proceeded 
to  Morris's  house.  In  gay  conversation  over  their  wine  after  supper. 
Morris  remarked  jestingly,  thai  he  "  much  admired  the  idea  of  Sancho 
Panza,  who,  when  it  was  proposed  to  give  him  a  government,  requested 
it  might  be  a  government  of  blacks ;  as  then,  if  he  could  not  agree  with 
his  people,  he  might  sell  them."  One  of  the  guests  turned  to  FrankUn 
and  said,  "  Why  do  you  continue  to  side  with  the  Quakers  ?  Had  you  not 
better  sell  them  ?  The  proprietor  would  give  you  a  good  price,"  "  Oh ! " 
replied  Franklin,  "  the  governor  here  has  not  yet  blacked  them  enough." 

It  was  in  July,  1756,  that  Morris  ceased  to  govern  Pennsylvania,  and 
William  Denny  ruled  in  his  stead.  "  Change  of  devils  is  blithesome  ** 
(according  to  the  Scotch  proverb),  wrote  William  Franklin.  After  a  brief 
lull  the  strife  and  the  bitterness  arose  again,  and  the  Assembly  and  the 
new  govenior  could  agree  uj>on  nothing. 

Fn\nklin,  who  continued  the  leader  of  the  popular  party,  was  appointed 
by  the  House,  agent  of  the  province  to  proceed  to  England  for  the  trans- 
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action  of  important  affairs,  and  his  son,  William  Franklin,  was  permitted 
to  resign  bis  office  of  clerk  of  the  House,  and  accompany  his  father. 
£  1,500  were  voted  for  the  expenses  of  the  voyage  and  residence  in 
London. 

It  was  five  years  since  Franklin  in  a  June  thunder-storm  had  experi- 
mented with  the  immortal  kite.  Who  does  not  know  the  story  ?  How 
he  fashioned  his  kite  and  stole  away,  upon  the  approach  of  a  storm,  to  a 
common,  near  an  old  cow-shed ;  how,  wishing  to  avoid  the  ridicule  of 
possible  failure,  he  told  no  one  except  his  son,  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
two  ;  bow  father  and  son  waited  under  the  shed,  presenting  the  specta- 
cle (if  there  bad  been  any  one  to  behold  it)  of  two  escaped  lunatics 
trying  to  fly  a  kite  in  the  rain ;  how,  when  both  were  ready  to  despair 
of  success,  the  fibers  of  the  hempen  string  began  to  rise,  as  a  boy*8  hair 
rises  when  he  stands  on  the  insulating-stool ;  how  the  trembling  hand 
was  applied  to  the  key,  how  the  Leyden  phial  was  charged,  how  the  wet 
kite  was  drawn  in,  and  how  the  triumphant  philosopher  went  home  the 

• 

happiest  man  in  ChristendouL  Who  does  not  love  to  ponder  upon  the 
progress,  henceforward,  of  Franklin's  electrical  studies,  and  see  him  bring 
the  lightning  into  his  library  for  constant  examination  ?  He  tried  it  upon 
magnets,  be  tried  it  in  vactto,  he  tried  it  upon  the  sick,  he  tried  it  upon 
the  well,  he  tried  it  upon  animals,  he  tried  it  upon  meiL  He  tried  elec- 
tricity excited  by  friction,  electricity  drawn  from  the  clouds,  electricity 
generated  in  the  cold  and  glittering  winter  nights,  and  the  electricity  of 
the  electric  eeL  He  had  electrical  correspondents  everywhere.  Masters 
of  ships  who  encountered  remarkable  thunder-storms  sent  naiTatives  of 
what  they  had  seen  to  him.  Lightning-rods  made  their  way  slowly  into 
use  They  were  greatly  feared,  however.  An  earthquake  occurred  in 
1755,  and  a  good  New  England  divine  preached  a  sermon  upon  the  sub- 
ject, in  which  he  contended  that  the  lightning-rods,  by  accumulating  the 
electricity  in  the  earth,  had  produced  the  earthquake.  Science  encoun- 
tered all  manner  of  obstacles.  But  Benjamin  Franklin  became  the  ac- 
knowledged head  of  the  electricians  of  the  world. 

In  1 753,  he  had  been  commissioned  postmaster-general  for  America. 
He  inmiediately  commenced  improvements  in  this  branch  of  the  public 
service.  There  were  as  yet  no  mail-coaches ;  the  carriers  rode  on  horse- 
back. America,  however,  was  not  far  behind  England.  A  Londoner 
oonld  not  send  a  letter  to  Edinburgh  and  receive  an  answer  in  less  than 
ten  days,  and  only  thus  speedily-  in  case  weather  and  highwaymen  per- 
mitted. It  was  not  uncommon  then  for  a  post-rider  to  leave  London  with 
only  five  or  six  letters  for  Edinbunjh  in  his  bag ;  on  one  occasion  it  is 
recorded  that  he  carried  but  one  letter. 
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The  office  of  postmaster-general  of  Aitierica  was  created  in  1692. 
Twenty  years  before,  New  York  had  established  the  first  mail-route 
(monthly)  to  Boston.  As  late  as  1704  no  post-rider  went  farther  north 
than  Boston,  or  farther  south  than  Philadelphia.  In  1753  the  line  of 
posts  still  began  at  Boston,  and  extended  as  far  south  as  Charleston^ 
There  was  no  post  into  the  interior  of  the  country.  Franklin  named  his 
son  controller  of  the  post-office,  who  managed  its  details  for  many  years. 
He  himself  set  out  on  a  tour  of  inspection,  and,  traveling  patiently  over 
the  routes,  erected  mile-stones  (some  of  which  are  still  standing),  and  es- 
tablished a  new  postal  system,  which  was  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the 
colonies.  Instead  of  one  mail  a  week  in  summer  and  one  in  two  weeks 
in  winter,  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  he  soon  started  a  mail 
from  each  of  these  cities  three  times  a  wieek  in  summer  and  once  a  week 
in  winter.  To  get  an  answer  from  Boston  a  Philadelphian  had  been 
obliged  to  wait  six  weeks ;  the  time  was  quickly  reduced  to  three  weeks. 
He  reduced  the  rates  of  postage  and  instituted  other  improvements.  And 
it  was  not  a  moment  too  soon,  for  all  these  better  facilities  fur  transmitting 
intelligence,  wei-e  put  into  constant  requisition  in  the  oi^ganization  of  de- 
fense against  the  combined  forces  of  a  savage  and  civilized  foe. 

Franklin  was  five  months  in  getting  from  Philadelphia  to  London.  He 
left  home  on  the  4th  of  April,  traveling  on  horseback  through  New  Jersey 
in  order  to  take  one  of  two  packet-ships  at  New  York  which  were  ready  to 
sail,  and  waiting  only  for  Lord  Loudoun  to  give  the  order.  Loudoun  had 
been  to  Philadelphia  ostensibly  to  interpose  between  the  governor  and  the 
Assembly.  Franklin  wrote  afterwards  : "  I  wondered  much  how  such  a  man 
came  to  be  intrusted  with  so  important  a  business  as  the  conduct  of  a  great 
army ;  but,  since  having  seen  more  of  the  world,  and  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing and  motives  for  giving  places  and  emplo)rments,  my  wonder  has  dimin- 
ished." It  was  eleven  weeks  before  Loudoun  permitted  the  packet  to  sail 
Never  was  there  a  greater  marvel  of  dilatoriness  and  procrastination  than 
the  commander-in-chief  of  the  British  army  in  America.  Never  were 
great  interests  so  trifled  with  as  by  him.  His  indecision  and  indolence 
almost  tax  our  credulity.  His  to-morrow  never  dawned.  The  packets 
were  detained  for  his  lordship  to  finish  letters.  Franklin  went  one 
morning  to  call  upon  Loudoun,  and  found  in  the  antechamber  an  express 
messenger  from  Philadelphia,  who  said  he  had  orders  to  call  for  the  gen- 
eral's answer  to  the  governor,  the  next  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  should 
set  out  immediately  for  home.  Franklin  hastened  to  his  quarters,  and, 
preparing  a  bundle  of  letters  for  his  family,  placed  them  in  the  messen<*ers 
hands.     A  fortnight  afterward  Franklin  met  Innis,  the  messenger,  again 

1  Biany  of  these  roads  were  mere  bridle-paths  through  the  forest* 
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in  the  same  place,  and  exclaimed,  "  What !  so  soon  returned  ? "  "  Re- 
turned; no,  I  am  not  gone  yet,"  replied  limis.  "How  so?"  asked 
Franklin.  "  I  have  called  here  this  and  every  morning  these  two  weeks 
past  for  his  lordship's  letters,  and  they  are  not  yet  ready,"  said  Innis. 
**  Is  that  possible,"  exclaimed  Franklin,  "  when  he  is  so  great  a  writer  ? 
for  I  see  him  constantly  at  his  escritoire."  "  Yes,"  said  Innis  satirically ; 
"  but  he  is  like  St  George  on  the  signs,  —  always  on  horseback,  and  never 
lides  on.** 

Franklin  could  do  nothing  but  dance  attendance  upon  Loudoun,  and  en- 
joy the  dinners  which  were  given  him  quietly  by  De  Lancey,  and  Ciiiger, 
and  others.  Loudoun  treated  him  with  the  utmost  politeness,  often  in- 
viting him  to  dinner,  and  sometimes  asking  his  advice ;  but  every  matter 
of  business  was  postponed. 

The  fleet  was  finally  ready  to  sail  for  Halifax,  and  the  packet  was  or- 
dered to  attend  Loudoun  until  his  despatches  should  be  ready.  When 
five  days  out  at  sea,  it  was  permitted  to  change  its  course  and  cross  the 
Atlantic  with  its  philosophic  passengers. 

Loudoun  reached  his  destination  the  last  day  of  June.  He  was  joined, 
July  9,  by  Admiral  Holbum,  with  sixteen  ships  of  the  line,  and  by  Lord 
Howe  with  six  thousand  disciplined  troops,  thus  increasing  the  land 
force  to  eleven  thousand  well-appointed  and  effective  meiL  It  was  a 
beautiful,  balmy  summer,  everything  was  favorable,  but  Loudoun  was  not 
disposed  to  move  rashly.  He  laid  out  a  vegetable  garden  and  a  fine 
parade-ground,  and  exercised  his  men  in  sham  attacks  upon  sham  forts, 
and  finally  altered  his  mind  in  regard  to  aggressive  projects,  and  returned 
to  New  York  with  all  his  troops. 

Montcalm  took  the  opportunity,  while  Loudoun  was  amusing  himself 
with  his  cabbages  at  Halifax,  to  swoop  down  upon  Fort  William  Heniy. 
General  Webb  was  at  Fort  Edwaitl  with  four  thousand  or  more  men, 
frantically  calling  to  De  Lancey  and  Sir  William  Johnson  for  help,  but 
made  no  effort  to  go  to  the  relief  of  the  besieged.  The  militia  were  dis- 
gosled  with  their  incompetent  leaders,  and  deserted  in  great  numbers. 
In  one  instance,  out  of  a  company  of  forty  men,  stationed  at  Fort  Edward, 
ten  only  were  left  Loudoun  presently  inundated  New  York  City  with 
his  soldiers,  and  talked  about  enciimping  on  Long  Island  for  the  defense 
of  the  continent. 

Ramors  that  a  large  force  of  French  and  Indians  were  preparing  to 
descend  upon  the  settlements,  reached  Sir  William  Johnson  very  soon 
after  the  surrender  of  Fort  William  Henry.  He  wrote  a  plain  letter 
to  Abercrombie,  telling  him  that  the  regulars  stationed  at  the  forts  were 
airogant  and  self-sufficient,  and  of  no  earthly  use   in  protecting  the 
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settlers.  Men  qualified  to  act  as  rangers  were  wanted,  who  might  be 
continually  employed  in  scouring  the  country  in  search  of  scalping- 
parties.  The  garrison  should  also  be  increased,  that  efiTectual  resistance 
might  be  made  in  case  the  enemy  appeared  in  force.  Abercrombie  gave 
no  heed  to  the  advice.  He  was  in  Albany,  drinking  wine  and  eating 
good  suppers.  All  at  once,  about  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
November  12,  sixty  or  more  families  residing  at  the  German  Flats  were 
roused  from  their  slumbers  by  the  terrible  war-whoop.  The  forts  were 
burned,  and  the  dwellings  set  on  fire.  The  savages  stationed  them- 
selves near  the  doors  of  each  house,  and  tomahawked  the  inmates  as  they 
rushed  out  to  avoid  the  flames.  Forty  persons  were  inhumanly  massa- 
cred, and  one  hundred  and  fifty  carried  into  captivity.  The  enemy  took 
away  with  them  vast  quantities  of  grain  and  money,  besides  three  thou- 
sand homed  cattle  and  the  same  number  of  sheep.  The  excitement  was 
universal.  The  whole  Mohawk  Valley  was  in  a  wild  panic,  and  the 
settlers  hastened  to  send  their  effects  to  Albany  and  other  places,  and  at 
one  time  it  seemed  as  if  the  settlements  would  be  entirely  depopulated. 

Loudoun  was  also  at  Albany  when  this  affair  occurred,  and  attributed 
the  disaster  entirely  to  the  mismanagement  of  Indian  affairs,  and  the 
treachery  of  the  savages  themselves.  His  generals  busied  their  minds 
with  charging  the  responsibility  upon  each  other.  Alas!  what  could 
have  been  expected  from  officers  whom  children  might  outwit  or  terrify 
with  popguns  ? 

Loudoun  blustered.  Blustering  was  his  favorite  pastime.  He  talked 
about  making  war  upon  the  Six  Nations,  because  some  of  them  had  been 
won  over  to  Montcalm's  interest  through  admiration  of  his  superior 
bravery,  and  were  of  the  murderous  band  who  fell  upon  the  German 
Flats.  The  very  suggestion  filled  New  York  with  horror.  "  Strike  but 
one  blow  in  that  direction  and  we  are  lost,"  said  Sir  William  Johnsoa 
Colonel  Peter  Schuyler,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  at  the  surrender 
of  Oswego,  left  Quebec,  October  22,  and  reached  Albany  about  the 
middle  of  November,  on  parole,  to  return  in  May.  He  urged  Loudoun 
to  abandon  the  mad  project  of  inaugurating  hostilities  with  the  Indiaas : 
and  other  vigorous  counsels  fell  thick  as  snow-flakes  about  the  command- 
er's head. 

Colonel  Peter  Schuyler  was  the  son  of  Arent  Schuyler  of  New  Jersey. 
He  had,  since  174G,  commanded  the  New  Jersey  forces,  and  was  consid- 
ered one  of  the  ablest  of  the  colonial  officers.  His  arrival  in  New  York 
caused  great  rejoicing.  The  city  was  illuminated,  a  bonfire  kindled  on 
the  common,  and  an  elegant  entertainment  given  him  at  the  "Kin^s 
Arms  Tavern."    The  next  day  (Sunday)  he  set  out  for  his  home  on  the 
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east  side  of  the  Passaic  River  just  above  Newark,  where  he  was  saluted 
with  thiiteen  discharges  of  cannon ;  and  the  following  evening  Newark 
was  illuminated  in  his  honor,  bonfires  kindled,  and  a  grand  banquet  ten- 
dered him  by  the  principal  citizens.  The  period  of  his  parole  expired, 
and  all  efforts  for  his  exchange  having  failed,  he  proceeded  bravely  to 
deliver  himself  over  to  Montcalm,  then  at  Ticonderoga,  who  fon^^arded 
him  to  Montreal  He  was  empowered  by  Abercrombie  to  negotiate  an 
exchange  of  prisoners,  and  in  November  (1758)  succeeded  in  exchanging 
himself  for  Sieur  de  Noyau,  the  commander  at  Fort  Frontenac  captured 
by  Bradstreet  He  returned  at  once  to  New  York,  bringing  with  him 
twenty-six  women  and  twelve  children,  whom  he  had  i-edeemed  from 
captivity  with  his  own  purse,  and  had  fed  for  weeks  from  his  own  table. 
His  benevolences  while  in  Canada  alleviated  much  of  the  suffering  to 
which  the  English  prisoners  were  subjected.  Soon  after  his  release  he 
again  led  the  New  Jersey  soldiers  into  Canada;  and  was  one  of  the  victori- 
ous band  who  entered  Montreal  when  that  city  surrendered  in  1760.  His 
wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Walter,  a  man  of  great  wealth,  residing 
on  Hanover  Square,  New  York.  His  only  daughter,  Catharine,  became 
the  first  wife  of  Archibald  Kennedy  (eleventh  Earl  of  Cassilis).^ 

The  home  of  the  Schuylers  on  the  Passaic  was  a  gieat  square  stone 
and  brick  dwelling,  which  is  still  standing  upon  a  beautiful  site  opposite 
the  little  city  of  Belleville.  In  its  palmy  days  the  lawns  and  gardens 
extended  over  many  acres  and  to  the  water's  edge,  and  i'ur  hali'  a  century 
the  Schuyler  deer-parks  were  pronounced  the  finest  in  America.^ 

'  Hon.  Archibald  Kennedy,  the  receiver-general,  counselor,  etc.,  secured,  in  1724,  a  mag- 
nificent estate  known  as  the  Duke's  farm  in  New  Jersey.  After  his  death,  in  1763,  it  came 
bto  poaaearion  of  his  son  Archibald,  who,  marrying  Catharine  Schuyler,  heiress  of  not  only 
the  extensive  estates  of  her  father  and  mother,  and  of  her  grandfather,  John  Walter,  but  of 
Richard  Jonea,  became  a  very  rich  man.  The  younger  Kennedy  was  appointed  captain  in 
the  Ko3ral  Navy  in  1753.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Hon. 
John  Watts  (April  27,  1769). 

*  Arent  Schuyler  (the  ancestor  of  the  New  Jersey  branch  of  the  Schuyler  family,  see  page 

1S4)  bought,  in  company  with  Lieutenant-Governor  Brockholls,  over  four  thousand  acres  of 

kad  tt  New  Barbadoes  Neck,  in  1695,  and  received  a  patent  from  Govenior  Fletcher  in  1697. 

It  WM  probably  as  late  as  1710  before  he  went  there  to  reside.     The  proi)erty  proved  of  great 

^oe  through  the  discovery  of  copper.     A  negro  slave  while  ploughing  one  day  turned  up  a 

gKeniah  heavy  stone,  which  he  took  to  his  master,  and  which  Schuyler  sent  to  England  for   . 

ualnatkm.     It  was  found  to  contain  eighty  per  cent  copper.     Schuyler  desired  to  reward 

the  lucky  slave,  and  told  him  to  name  three  things  which  he  most  desire<I  atul  they  should 

^grtnted  binu     The  gentleman  of  color  asked,  first,  that  he  might  remain  with  his  ma.ster 

••loDgtshe  lived  ;  second,  that  he  might  have  all  the  tobacco  he  could  smoke  ;  and  third, 

tlat  he  might  have  a  dressing-gown  like  his  master's  with  big  brass  buttons.     Scrhuyler  sug- 

l^tod  ^t  he  should  ask  for  something  of  more  value.     Ujwn  mature  reflection  the  negro 

"U  the  measure  of  his  earthly  happiness,  by  the  nMjuest  that  he  might  have  a  little  mere 
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It  is  doubtful  whether 
Loudoun  would  have 
put  Iiis  threats  into  exe- 
cution in  any  eveot  He 
was  shortly  disposing 
his  troops  through  the 
provinces  for  the  winter 
quartenng  them  upon 
the  people  in  a  magis- 
tenal     manner     which 


M^  j?^ 


De  Lancey  convened 
the  Assembly  in  De 
cember,  but  the  small 
pox  was  raging  m  the 
city  to  such  an  alarming 
extent  that  they  met  m 
an  "  out-house  "  (a  good 


UAatro.  Stlmyler  shipped  conaidcrable  qnantities  of  ore  to  tha  Briitol  copper  tnd  bfWi 
works,  F.iigliiml.  His  son  John  norki'd  the  mini;  sltll  more  extensively.  In  1761  an  enniiM 
wns  )ironglit  out  from  Kiiglanil,  anil  with  it  lotnp,  as  engineer,  Jo«Uh  Hornblower,  the  fithcr 
or  thu  etninetit  L'hief  juslive  of  New  Jorsry.  In  1765  (he  buildiDg  and  engine  were  dtatlDfed 
by  lire,  and  reniained  in  ruins  until  17113. 

The  children  of  Arent  Svhuyirr  wrre  :  I,  Philip,  irho  married  Hester,  dan^ter  of  Xtuc 
KingKland  (Isaac  King^lnnd  wax  the  founder  of  the  honorable  family  of  that  name  in  Ke* 
Jerwj,  whose  tton  Edmunil  marrini  the  ilanghter  of  Judge  Pinhorne,  and  was  the  grandfatliK 
of  ElLzsbeth  Kingsland,  who  became  the  wife  of  Josiah  Horn  blower,  and  mother  of  the  chief 
juatice),  was  a  member  of  the  New  Jeraey  Assembly,  and  a  \nge  land-oimer,  a  portion  of  tiii 
estate  being  now  known  as  Pompton,  in  Passaic  County,  where  many  of  hii  deaceDdaoti 
reside,  —  his  son  rar[iarus  had  nn  only  daughter,  who  married  General  William  Colfui  o( 
Pompton,  in  17S3.  aiut  was  the  grandmother  of  Schuyler  Colfax,  late  Viee-Pmident  of  llw 
United  States  ;  3,  Oliria  ;  3,  Casparus,  who  settled  in  Burlington,  New  Jeney  ;  4,  Jolu 
who  married  Ann  Vnn  Rensselaer,  and  inherited  (he  homestead  and  mine  on  the  Pavaie,— 
liis  son,  Arent  J.,  married  his  cousin,  Swan  Schuyler  (in  1772),  whose  eon,  John  A.,  marrid. 
1,  Etiia  Kip.  and,  2.  Catharine  Van  Rensselaer,  and  the  seren  children  of  the  latter  into^ 
nuuiied  with  the  princiiml  familiea  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  their  desccndanti  Elliag  st 
the  present  (iine  important  positions  in  miety  :  5,  Peter,  the  &moni  military  coannaiid'' 
above  meu(ioncil,  who  died  at  his  home  on  the  Passair,  Sunday.  March  7,  17fl3  :  6,  Adonyih, 
who  marriol  Gertrude  Van  Rensselaer,  and  had  seven  children  (it  Was  bis  daughter  Sn> 
who  married  lier  cousin  Arent  J.)  ;  7,  F,ve,  who  msrried  Pe(«r  Bayard  of  New  York,  "^ 
reveived  from  her  father  the  gift  of  a  valiiable  lot  on  Elroadway  ;  S,  Cornelia,  who  of- 
ried  Ilerre  Ciuillanme.  tlit  j-ouriger  son  of  Hon,  Abraham  De  Peyiter,  6rst  treamrer  of  Ih* 
K ew  York  province.     Sh*  also  received  (hmi  her  bther  s  lot  aa  Braadiniy,  sad  Mvenl  n<p> 
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substantial  stone  dwelling  which  was  occupied  by  his  overseer)  upon  his  ■ 
own  fiEirm  above  Canal  Street     Two  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day  in- 
dulged in  a  strain  of  political  sarcasm  by  speaking  of  the  "  Parliament  of 
New  York  sitting  at  present  in  Mr.  De  Lancey's  kitcJien" 

One  of  the  most  important  subjects  before  the  House  at  this  session, 
was  to  divert  a  part  of  the  funds  raised  for  fortifications  to  the  construc- 
tion of  barracks  for  the  soldiers,  in  order  to  relieve  private  families  upon 
whom  they  had  been  billeted  by  Loudoun.  The  city  corporation  offered 
to  replace  the  money.  ^  Then  there  was  the  maintenance  of  prisoners, 
the  defense  of  the  frontiers,  and  the  salaries  of  the  year  to  be  looked 
after ;  and  laws  to  be  passed  for  restraining  the  king's  troops  from  intem- 
perance, for  stricter  discipline  among  the  militia,  for  regulating  the 
staples  of  flour,  beef,  pork,  and  butter,  for  continuing  the  excise  upon  tea, 
for  a  poll-tax  upon  negro  slaves,  and  tonnage  duty  upon  all  vessels,  not 
excepting  those  from  Great  Britain.  A  law  was  also  passed  to  prolong 
the  currency  of  the  bills  of  credit,  the  royal  inhibition  to  the  contrary, 
notwithstanding. 

Thus  ended  1757.  It  is  not  singular  that  New  York  should  have 
grown  suspicious,  inquisitive,  and  cautious;  that  Loudoun  was 
regarded  with  contempt  whenever  he  inflicted  his  presence  upon 
the  city ;  that  his  military  skill,  courage,  and  integrity  were  called 
severely  in  question  ;  that  men  spoke  openly  of  the  "  Cabbage  Planting 
Expedition " ;  that  they  laughed  incredulously  when  a  winter  attack 
upon  Ticonderoga  was  proposed  ;  that  witty  jokes  circulated  freely  con- 
cerning the  hand-sleds  and  snow-shoes  that  were  being  made  at  Albany, 
and  the  worsted  caps  which  were  advertised  "wanted."  After  a  few 
weeks  nothing  more  was  heard  of  this  latter  undertaking.  General  Webb 
spent  the  winter  with  Loudoun  in  New  York,  and  they  both  devoted 
themselves  to  such  amusements,  concerts,  theatrical  performances,  assem- 
blies, etc.,  as  the  city  afforded,  and  played  cards  and  drank  wine  the  re- 
mainder of  the  time. 

The  repeated  failures  of  the  British  arms  had  exasperated  the  nation. 
A  change  in  the  Ministry  wrought  a  new  phase  in  military  operations. 
The  elder  Pitt  (who  succeeded  the  silly  Newcastle)  declared  in  Parlia- 
ment that  he  never  could  ascertain  what  Lord  Loudoun  was  doing  in 

®         March. 

Amenca.    His  recall,  and  also  that  of  General  Webb,  soon  followed. 
Abeicrombie,  who  had  remained  quietly  at  Albany,  was  appointed  to  the 
^  command. 

Among  the  aldeimen  of  New  York  at  this  time  were,  Philip  Livingston,  Nicholas 
™welt,  Leonard  Lispenard,  Pierre  De  Peyster,  Abraham  De  Peyster,  William  Coventry, 
Otinr  De  Lancey,  Alhert  Herring,  Theodoras  Van  Wyck,  Jons  Johnson,  and  John  Bo- 
WJr. 
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A  campaign  against  Canada  was  planned  upon  a  gigantic  basis,  and 
this  time  seemed  invested  with  the  elements  of  fact  The  crown  was  to 
furnish  all  the  anns,  ammunition,  provisions,  tents,  boats,  etc. ;  the  colo- 
nies were  to  mise  as  many  men  as  their  population  would  warrant,  and 
the  governors  were  desired  to  buy  clothing,  appoint  officers,  and  pay  troops, 
with  a  promise  of  Parliamentary  reimbursement.  The  provincial  colonels 
weitj  to  be  made  brigadier-generals,  and  the  lieutenant-colonels  were  to 
mnk  as  colonels. 

Nothing  could  be  more  grateful  to  the  people  than  these  tidings. 
Every  town  and  hamlet  were  at  once  drained  for  men  and  means.  The 
New  York  Assembly  promised  liberal  aid  without  a  moment's  hesitation. 
Money  wasr  raised  for  bounties,  for  compensation,  and  for  the  support  of 
every  poor  soldier'^  family  during  his  absence.  Bills  were  emitted  for 
£100,000,  to  be  cancelled  by  a  tax  for  nine  years.  There  was  not  a  jar 
among  the  legislators  during  the  spring  session  of  the  Assembly;  they 
went  to  their  homes  at  the  end  of  a  month,  and  all  eyes  were  turned  to- 
wards the  movements  which  were  to  deliver  New  York  and  her  sister 
colonies  from  a  terrible  foe. 

Three  formidable  expeditions  were  planned.  That  against  Quebec  was 
I>laced  under  the  command  of  Geneml  Wolfe.  One  of  the  lords  remon- 
strated witli  the  king  concerning  this  appointment ;  Wolfe  was  represented 
as  a  "  young,  rash  madman."  "  If  he  is  mad,  I  hope  he  will  bite  some 
of  my  generals,"  was  the  vexed  reply.  General  Amherst  was  to  accom- 
plish the  conquest  of  Cape  Breton  and  vicinity.  The  thirtl  enterprise  was 
against  Foit  I)u  Quesne  and  other  French  posts  on  the  Ohio. 

Preparations  went  on  vigorously  and  with  great  spirit  Abercrombie 
determined  to  lead  the  forces  destined  for  Ticonderoga  in  person.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Johnson  was  obliged  to  defend  the  Mohawk  Valley,  where  the  French 
and  Indians  suddenly  destroyed  a  beautiful  town,  massacring  every  in- 
habitant save  two  persons,  in  order,  it  was  supposed,  to  create  a  diversion, 
and  thereby  enable  them  to  repel  the  expected  invasion. 

It  was  a  proud  and  courageous  army  that  rendezvoused  at  the  head  of 
,  ,  ,   Lake  Geon^e,  upon  the  site  of  the  charred  ruins  of  Fort  William 

Julys.  o         JT 

Henry,  on  the  morning  of  July  5,  1758.     Seven  thousand  British 
troops  of  the  line  in  full  uniform,  and  upwards  of  ten  thousand  provin- 
cials, were  about  to  embark  for  Ticonderoga.     The  spectacle  was  imposing. 
The  flotilla  consisted  of  nine   hundred  bateaux,  and  one  hundred  anA 
thiity-five  whale-boats,  together  with  rafts  to  convey  stores,  ammunitioo, 
and  artillery.     The  accomplished  Lord  Howe,  distinguished  alike  for  hia 
gallantry  and  his  daring,  was  the  life  and  soul  of  the  enterprise.     Lord 
John  Murray  was  there,  with  his  Highland  regiment  in  costume  and  with 
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bagpipes.  Young  noblemen  from  Old  England,  of  chivalrous  bearing  and 
high  promise,  nodded  their  gay  plumes  in  every  direction,  and  an  equally 
tine  array  of  proud-spirited  colonial  officers  paraded  with  their  companies 
as  if  marching  to  a  grand  review.  The  aimed  host  started  from  its  re- 
pose at  early  dawn,  and  while  the  sun  was  peeping  over  the  mountains 
and  gathering  up  the  mists  from  the  crystal  waters  of  the  pretty  seques- 
tered lake,  embarked  for  the  deeper  solitudes,  to  settle  in  bloody  conflict 
tlie  disputes  between  the  rival  courts  of  St.  James  and  St.  Cloud,  a  thou- 
sand leagues  away. 

Victory  was  a  foregone  conclusion.  Every  heart  beat  high  with  joyous 
expectation.  The  exhilarating  notes  of  the  trumpet,  the  roll  of  drums, 
and  the  swell  of  cheerful  voices  echoed  from  the  hills  as  the  baizes 
streamed  over  Lake  Geoi^e,  shifting  and  changing  places  as  convenience 
required ;  and  favorite  airs  from  well-appointed  regimental  bands  added 
every  now  and  then  to  the  'hilarity  of  the  occasion.  With  the  bright- 
colored  uniforms,  the  banners  of  the  different  regiments  floating  on  the 
breeze,  the  dazzling  glitter  of  polished  steel,  and  the  flashing  of  oars,  the 
scene  must  have  resembled  some  great  aquatic  pageant. 

About  noon  of  the  following  day  the  troops  landed  in  good  order  in  a 
cove  upon  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  where  they  formed  into  four  columns 
and  b^an  their  march,  leaving  the  artillery  and  heavy  baggage  behind 
until  bridges  could  be  built.  Abercrombie  intended  to  huiTy  forward  and 
carry  Ticonderoga  by  storm,  before  the  reinforcements  which  were  hasten- 
ing to  the  relief  of  Montcalm  could  arrive.  But  he  was  inexperienced 
in  the  matter  of  pushing  troops  through  dense  woods,  and  over  morasses 
covered  with  thick  and  tangled  underbnish.  The  advance-guard  lost 
their  way,  and  fell  in  with  a  body  of  the  enemy ;  in  the  skirmish  which 
ensued  Lord  Howe  fell.  His  loss  threw  a  damper  over  the  entire  army. 
Abercrombie  was  irresolute,  and  uncertain  which  way  to  steer.  His 
guides  were  bewildered ;  and  he  finally  drew  back  his  men  to  the  shore 
of  the  lake 

Meanwhile  Bradstreet,  with  Rogers  and  four  hundred  rangers,  pushed 
ahead,  built  bridges,  and  took  j)ossession  of  some  saw-mills  which  the 
French  had  erected  at  the  lower  rapids,  two  miles  from  Ticonderoga. 
These  rapids  are  where  the  waters  of  Lake  George  fall  about  one  hundred 
■nd  fifty-seven  feet  in  their  descent  through  the  outlet  into  Lake  Cham- 
fiain.  The  energy  of  the  provincial  colonel  reassured  Al)ercrombie,  who 
pooeeded  with  the  army  to  the  saw-mills,  and  sent  his  chief  engineer 
^Hh  a  few  rangers  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy's  works. 

Tkey  returned  just  at  dusk.     The  engineer  reported  that  the  defenses 
^  the  French  would  oflFer  but  a  i'eeble  resistance  to  the  charjre  of  the 
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British  bayonet.     Stark,  who  had  accompaiiied  him,  in  command  of  the 
rangers,  was  of  a  different  opinion.     But  Abercrombie  gave  orders  to 
advance  without  artillery  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  and  carry  the 
fortress  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet     As  the  troops  were  leaving  the 
encampment  they  were  overtaken  by  Sir  William  Johnson  with  three 
hundred  Indians.     The  English  advanced  gallantly,  but  at  the  first  onset 
were  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  branches  of  trees  which  Montcalm 
had  placed  for  a  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  log  breastwork.     At  a 
signal  from  Montcalm,  who  stood  with  his  coat  off  in  one  of  the  trenches, 
a  terrific  fire  was  opened  upon  them  from  swivels  and  small-arms.    Id 
vain  they  rallied  and   attempted  to  penetrate  through   the  tree-tops. 
The  more  they  struggled  the  more  they  became  entangled.     Rank  after 
rank  was  mowed  down  by  the  well-directed  fire  of  the  enemy.     Driven 
from  the  left,  they  attempted  the  center,  then  the  right,  and  at  last  re- 
treated in  the  utmost  disorder,  having  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  nine- 
teen hundred  and  sixty-seven  men.^ 

Abercrombie  had  remained  at  the  saw-mills,  and  upon  the  first  news 
of  the  defeat  started  for  Lake  George.  Montcalm  spent  the  night  in 
piling  up  more  trees  and  otherwise  strengthening  his  defenses,  supposing 
that  the  main  body  of  the  English  army  would  appear  with  their  aitilleiy 
in  the  morning.  Instead,  twelve  thousand  or  mor^  men  were  rushing  in 
wild  affright  after  their  valorous  commander.  Reaching  the  landing 
about  daybreak,  they  made  for  the  bateaux,  and  would  have  sunk  the 
greater  portion  of  them,  had  not  Colonel  Bradstreet  by  his  coolness  con- 
vinced them  that  there  was  no  immediate  danger,  and  prevailed  upon 
them  to  embark  quietly  and  in  good  order.  As  for  Abercrombie  himself, 
he  did  not  breathe  freely  until  the  waters  of  Lake  Greoige  separated  him 
from  the  enemy,  and  his  artillery  and  ammunition  were  fairly  on  their 
way  to  Albany. 

This  mortifying  repulse  created  the  utmost  consternation  throughout 
the  colonies.  Absurd  rumors  were  quickly  spread  and  religiously  be- 
lieved. With  the  news  of  Lord  Howe's  death  it  was  reported  that  five 
thousand  English  troops  had  been  blown  up  with  a  mine  at  Ticonderoga. 
three  thousand  of  whom  were  from  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Tint 
inhabitants  along  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk  Valleys  were  seized  with  a 
panic.     They  supposed  the  French  army  was  on  its  march  to  Alhmj. 


^  Among  those  killed  in  the  attack  upon  TiconderogA  was  Mi^  John  Rntherfoid,  i 
her  of  the  governor's  council  of  New  York  since  1744.  Penntylvamia  Arekivm,  III.  475. 
In  the  same  fatal  expedition  Oliver  De  Lancey  served  under  Abeieroinbie  at  colooel-iiKhii' 
of  the  New  York  forces,  and  for  his  valuable  services,  and  "  the  gJnggW  cue  of  the  troofi 
under  his  command,"  afterwards  received  the  thanks  of  the  AtwmUy. 


VICTORY  ON  THE  OHIO.  ^11 

Some  said  it  had  already  reached  Fort  Edward  The  guards  were  doubled 
at  Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  for  additional  protection,  laige  numbers 
of  men,  stationed  in  the  block  houses,  kept  strict  watch  day  and  night 

Biadstieet  felt  the  disgrace  keenly,  and  importuned  with  such  spirit 
to  be  allowed  to  lead  an  expedition  to  Fort  Frontenac,  that  permission 
was  finally  granted.  With  a  force  of  twenty-seven  hundred  provincials, 
eleven  hundred  of  whom  were  New-Yorkers,  and  forty-two  Iroquois  war- 
riors, be  embarked  in  open  boats  upon  Lake  Ontario.  On  the  26th  of 
August  he  made  a  successful  attack  upon  the  French  fortress,  which  sur- 
rendered; Bradstreet  not  losing  a  man,  and  having  only  two  wounded. 
It  was  a  victory  which  more  than  compensated  for  the  defeat  of  Aber- 
crombie,  as  by  it  Lake  Ontario  was  wrested  from  the  enemy  (not  one 
French  vessel  was  left  upon  the  lake),  and  all  communication  effectually 
obstructed  between  Canada  and  her  posts  in  the  Ohio  Valley. 

Pitt  understood  the  topography  of  America,  and  perceived  at  once  the 
value  of  Bradstreet's  exploit  The  next  step  was  to  obtain  possession  of 
Fort  Du  Quesne.  Greneral  Forbes,  who  had  the  expedition  in  charge,  did 
not  move  with  his  forces  until  autumn ;  and  even  then  his  progress  was 
attended  with  blunders  and  delays.  He  proposed  to  send  fifteen  hundred 
men  in  advance  to  open  a  new  road,  which  he  claimed  would  save  sixty 
miles  (rf*  tedious  travel  Washington  vigorously  objected ;  he  was  familiar 
with  the  country,  and  said  such  a  course  would  be  attended  with  danger 
and  probable  destruction.  Forbes  was  taken  ill  on  the  way,  and  the  con- 
tnctors  were  remiss  in  furnishing  the  required  number  of  wagons  for 
transportation  of  storea  It  was  the  middle  of  September  when  the  army 
reached  Raystown.  Forbes  sent  forward  an  advance  party  of  two  thousand 
men,  a  portion  of  whom  fell  into  an  ambush  and  were  completely  routed, 
kmng  three  hundred  in  killed  or  wounded  Nineteen  officers  were  car- 
ried prisoners  into  Canada  Forbes  was  on  the  5th  of  November  within 
fatty  miles  of  his  destination,  but  the  weather  was  getting  so  cold  that 
it  was  decided  to  go  into  winter  quarters.  Washington  was  annoyed 
beyond  measure  at  such  a  turn  in  events.  He  learned  from  prisoners 
Uitt  the  garrison  at  Fort  Du  Quesne  was  in  no  condition  to  resist  an 
sttick,  and  finally  obtained  permission  to  push  on  with  his  Virginians, 
irhile  the  main  army  should  follow  in  the  rear.  He  infused  life  and 
coeigy  into  the  faltering  soldiery,  and  was  soon  within  sight  of  the  fort, 
1  or  of  what  had  been  the  fort,  for  the  French  garrison,  numbering  scarcely 
'\  tie  hundred,  and  meagerly  supplied  with  provisions,  had  set  the  fort  on 
.\  ^  i^'the  approach  of  the  English,  and  fled  in  terror  down  the  Ohio.  In 
^-l  Vnor  of  the  statesman  across  the  water  through  whose  agency  the  fort 
1    ^  Ukn,  the  post  was  called  Pittsbuig. 
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In  scenes  such  as  these  were  America's  future  heroes  being  educated 
Washington  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities,  and  carefully  noted  the 
failures  and  their  causes,  which  attended  the  movements  of  the  British 
generals.  Warfare  among  the  wilds  of  this  continent  differed  materially 
from  warfare  in  the  Old  World,  and  military  tactics  must  be  revised  when 
the  foe  carried  a  tomahawk  and  was  likely  to  spring  into  view  in  the  most 
unexpected  places.  The  arrogance  of  those  who  held  royal  commissions 
was  painfully  offensive.  They  refused  counsel  from  the  men  who  were 
familiar  with  the  Indian  paths  and  the  savage  character.  They  snubbed 
their  equals  in  rank  when  the  latter  happened  to  be  of  the  provincial 
service,  and  refused  to  obey  their  superiors.  Washington,  at  the  head 
of  the  Virginia  forces,  experienced  so  much  embarrassment  from  repeated 
acts  of  this  character,  that  the  year  before  he  had  promptly  determined 
to  resign  his  commission,  unless  the  diflBculties  were  removed.  It  was 
for  this  purpose  that  he  made  his  famous  journey  of  five  hundred  miles 
to  Boston  on  horseback,  to  confer  with  Lord  Loudoun,  then  commander- 
in-chief  It  was  in  winter-time,  and  he  was  absent  from  his  post  seven 
weeks.  He  spent  ten  days  in  Boston,  and  was  treated  with  distinguished 
courtesy.  He  attended  the  meetings  of  the  General  Court,  and  listened 
to  the  discussions  of  military  affairs.  In  the  main  object  of  his  trip  he 
was  eminently  successful.  He  stopped  in  New  York  both  on  his  way  to 
and  from  Boston,  and  was  cordially  entertained  by  Colonel  Beverly  Roh- 
inson,  who  had  been  his  schoolmate  and  boyhood*s  friend  in  Virginia. 
This  was  when  he  was  reputed  to  have  fallen  in  love  with  Miss  Maiy 
Philipse. 
1759.       There  was  an  election  of  a  new  Assembly  in  the  beginning 

•^*°-    of  the  year  1759,  De  Lancey  having  dissolved  (December  16, 
1758)  the  one  elected  in  1752.     Fifteen  new  members  were  chosen,  the 
Livingston  party  being  in  the  ascendant.     Philip  Livingston,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  aldermen,  was  elected  by  the  city,  also 
Oliver  De  Lancey,  John  Cruger,  and  Leonard  Lispenard ;  William  Liv- 
ingston was  sent  to  represent  his  brother*s  manor ;  Robert  R  Livingston 
and  Henry  Livingston  w^ere  sent  from  Duchess  County ;  Philip  Verplanck 
and  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  were  re-elected,  and  several  others  whose 
names  have  already  Ijecome  familiar  to  the  reader.     William  Nicoll  was 
chosen  speaker.     John  Watts  and  William  Walton  had  recently  been 
elected  to  the  Council. 

Party  spirit,  however,  wellnigh  exhausted  itself  at  the  polls.  When 
the  Assembly  was  convened  the  wheels  of  ofovemment  rolled  smoothly. 
Both  branches  of  the  I^egislature  saw  that  their  very  existence  was  at 
stake,  and  that  it  would  be  folly  to  waste  time  and  energy  in  party 
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Tangles.  Abercrombie  had  been  recalled,  which  was  exceedingly  grati- 
fing.  Sir  Jeffrey  Amherst  had  been  appointed  commander-in-chief  of 
iie  long's  forces  in  America,  and  he  was  believed  to  be  specially  fitted  for 
be  command.  He  was  not  a  brilliant  man,  but  America  was  tired  of 
rilliant  men,  those  who  were  continually  devising  fine  plans  and  accom- 
lishing  nothing.  He  possessed  sound  judgment  and  marvelous  eneigy. 
le  was  slow,  but  reliable  whenever  necessity  arose  for  decisive  actioa 
le  had  a  squarely  rounded  head,  firmly  set  on  a  rather  lai^e  neck,  cov- 
led  with  short,  crisp  hair ;  his  face  was  broad  and  bold ;  his  eyes  keen 
nd  always  on  the  alert ;  his  nose  Grecian,  prominent,  and  almost  on  a 
ine  with  his  slightly  retreating  and  not  very  high  forehead ;  his  mouth 
inn,  but  pleasant ;  and  his  chin  of  the  fighting  mold.  He  inspired  more 
onfidenoe  than  any  officer  who  had  hitheito  been  sent  into  the  country. 

He  heard  of  the  disgraceful  disaster  attending  Abercrombie  while  at 

!*ape  Breton  in  the  summer,  and  without  orders  sailed  at  once  for  Boston, 

rom  which  point  he  marched  with  four  regiments  to  Lake  George,  to 

einforce  his  superior.     He  was  in  New  York  when  he  received  official 

«W8  of  his  promotion.     Secretary  Pitt  required  an  addition  to  the-Brit- 

ih  army  from  the  colonies,  of  twenty  thousand  men.     The  Assembly  at 

nee  resolved  to  raise  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty,  as  the  quota 

f  New  York,  oflfering  to  each  a  bounty  of  £  15,  with  an  additional  sum 

'  twenty  shillings  to  the  recruiting  officer.     The  expenses  were  to  te 

frayed  by  the  emission  of  £  100,000  in  bills  of  credit,  to  be  sunk  in  nine 

us  by  a  tax,  beginning  with  £  12,000,  for  tlie  present  year.     Shortly 

TTward  the  Assembly,  at  the  request  of  General  Amherst,  and  upon 

promise  that  it  should  be  repaid  in  the  course  of  a  year,  loaned  the 

m  £  150,000,  in  addition  to  the  sums  alretidy  voted  for  the  expenses 

le  campaign. 

May,  Amherst  removed  his  headquarters  to  Albany,  where  twelve 

ttnd  provincials  had  already  assembled.     Sir  William  Johnson  was 

tm  the  war-path  with  seven  hundred  braves.     The  fall  of  Niagara 

y  foUowed,  and  the  star  of  France  in  the  westeni  hemisphere  was 

stionably  on  the   wane.      The   praise  of  Sir   William  was  n\yoxi 

6  in  both  New  York  and  England.     The  last  remaining  link  in 

hain  of  fortresses  which  united  Canada  with  Louisiana  was  now 

erst,  meanwhile,  with  over,  eleven  thousand  men,  was  approaching 
roga.     The  French  saw  that  resistance  was  hopeless,  and,  Jai7  22. 
up  their  works,  withdrew  to  Crown  Point.     On  the  4th  Ang.  4. 
It,  Amherst  emlwirked  on  the  lake,  and  presently  held  possession 
\  Point,  which  the  enemy  abandoned  at  his  approach. 
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Amherst  expected,  on  the  reduction  of  Crown  Point,  to  co-operate  with 
Greneral  Wolfe  by  advancing  upon  Montreal  But  he  must  first  remove 
the  French,  who  were  strongly  intrenched  at  the  foot  of  the  lake,  and  pos- 
sessed four  large  vessels  heavily  armed. 

Wolfe,  at  Point  Levi  opposite  Quebec,  watched  daily  for  the  axiival  of 
Amherst  in  vain.  Red-hot  shot  from  his  cannon  set  the  lower  town  in 
a  blaze,  but  the  citadel  above  was  likely  to  remain  unhaimed.  One  or 
two  rash  attempts  had  been  made  to  storm  the  works,  and  numben  of 
brave  men  had  fallen.  It  was  nearly  the  middle  of  September  when  it 
was  determined  to  scale  the  heights  back  of  Quebec,  and  thus  draw  the 
French  into  an  engagement.  Wolfe,  who  was  something  of  a  poet»  sang 
a  pensive  song  of  his  own  composition  at  his  mess  the  evening  after  the 
bold  scheme  had  been  decided  upon,  which  ran  thus :  — 

"  Why,  Boldiere,  why 
Should  we  be  melancholy,  boys  f 
Why,  soldiers,  why  ? 
Whose  bnsiiiess  't  is  to  die.** 

To  mislead  the  enemy.  Admiral  Holmes  was  to  ascend  the  liver  in  the 
ships.  The  ruse  was  a  success.  Montcalm,  supposing  that  the  English 
were  on  the  point  of  raising  the  si^e,  sent  off  three  thousand  men  for  the 
protection  of  Montreal.  That  same  clear,  calm  evening  Wolfe  was  quiedy 
embarking  his  troops  in  transports  preparatory  to  the  assault  Two  hours 
before  daylight,  thirty  flat-boats,  containing  sixteen  hundred  soldiers,  left 
the  vessels  and  dropped  silently  down  with  the  current,  foUowed  at  a 
short  distance  by  the  rest  of  the  troops. 

The  elements  favored  the  weird  enterprise.  Heavy  black  clouds  drifted 
over  the  sky,  even  the  stars  were  hidden,  and  the  darkness  so  dark  as  to 
be  almost  felt  The  oars  were  muffled,  and  the  roar  of  the  river  was  the 
only  sound  which  stirred  the  air.  Wolfe  was  seated  in  the  bow  of  one  of 
the  boat««,  with  his  aims  folded  and  his  head  leaning  upon  his  breast ;  all 
at  once  he  repeated  in  whispereil  tones  the  lines  from  Gray's  Elegy  which 
end  with : 

**  The  paths  of  glory  lead  hat  to  the  gimTe." 

**  Gentlemen/'  he  added,  softly,  **  I  would  rather  have  written  those  lines 
than  tiike  QuoIxh'  to-morrow." 

The  story  is  fsmiiliiir  to  ever}'  American,  how,  in  the  early  dawn  of  a 
brilliant  mornin«»,  five  thousand  English  troops  stood  drawn  up  in  order 
o{  Uittle  u|K»ii  the  Plains  of  Abraham,  and  of  the  astonishment  of  Moot- 
udni,  when  swift  messengers  waked  him  from  his  slumbers  with  tte 
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!B.     "  Surply."  he  snUl, "  it  can  In;  liiit  a  small  party  come  to 
1  a  few  hoiiHes  and  retire!" 
He  was  speedily  aware  ol'  the  magQitude  of  the  ilonger.     At  ten  o'clock 
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1  ImO  stretched  him  upon  tlie  ground.    He  was  tenderly  carried  to 

t  rair,  and  a«kcd  if  hi'  would  1jilvl>  -a  xui^rmi,  t^  which  be  replied  in  the 

One  of  the  officers  who  was  supjmrtiirp  him  exclaimed,  at  the 

'-  iitfUint,  "See  hnw  they   run  I"     "  UTio  nm'"  demanded  Wolfe 

k*lk  enetjyf     "  The  enemy,  sir ;  they  {pve  way  everywhere."    "  Then  tell 

nel  Burton  to  march  Webb's  regiment  down  to  ChorW  River,  to  cut 
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off  their  retreat  from  the  bridge.  Now,  Gk)d  be  praised,  I  will  die  in 
peace."  And,  turning  upon  his  side,  the  spirit  of  the  brave  commander 
took  its  final  departure. 

Montcalm  received  his  death- wound  almost  simultaneously  with  that 
of  Wolfe.  He  was  borne  to  the  hospital,  and  gently  told  that  he  must 
die.  "  I  am  glad  of  it,"  he  replied.  When  he  learned  that  his  life  could 
not  last  over  ten  or  twelve  hours,  he  exclaimed,  "So  much  the  better;  I 
am  happy  that  I  shall  not  see  the  surrender  of  Quebec."  And  he  did  not 
When,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  citizens,  the  white  flag  was  hoisted, 
Montcalm  was  no  more. 

The  news  of  the  capture  of  Quebec  was  hailed  with  rapture  in  New 
York.  There  was  no  longer  any  question  concerning  the  subjugation  of 
the  French  in  every  part  of  Canada.  The  war  was  drawing  to  a  close. 
The  bells  of  the  city  rang  in  one  grand,  riotous  tumult  of  joy,  and  bonfires 
and  illuminations  turned  the  night  into  a  scene  long  to  be  remembered 
But  the  gladness  was  saddened  by  the  loss  of  the  gallant  Wolfe.  And 
there  were  mourning  hearts  in  many  a  household,  for  numbers  of  New  York's 
noble  sons  had  shared  the  glory,  and  were  now  sleeping  in  the  soldier^s 
grave.  In  England  a  day  was  set  apart  for  public  thank^ving;  and 
Parliament  commemorated  the  services  of  Wolfe,  in  overcoming  almost 
insurmountable  natural  obstacles  to  overthrow  Montcalm,  by  a  monument 
in  Westminster  Abbey.  An  obelisk  was  also  erected  to  his  memory  in 
New  York,  just  east  of  the  country-seat  of  Oliver  De  Lancey  on  the  Hudson 

Following  shortly  came  the  news  of  the  rout  of  the  French  army  at 
Minden,  and  the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  ofT  the  coast  of  Algava 
There  was  abundant  cause  for  gratitude.  And  yet  there  was  much  more 
to  be  done  ere  the  frontiers  were  safe ;  the  army  must  be  supported, 
and  the  public  needs  supplied. 

In  the  early  spring  Boston  suffered  from  a  terrible  flre,  by  which  more 

1760.  than  two  hundred  families  were  deprived  of  shelter,  and  left  in  a 
*•*'**' ^destitute  condition.  An  appeal  was  made  to  New  York  for  aid 
With  generous  impulse,  notwithstanding  the  low  condition  of  the  treas- 
ury, and  the  indebtedness  to  a  long  list  of  creditors  through  the  extrafl^ 
dinary  demands  of  the  war,  £2,500  were  at  once  voted  by  the  Assembly 
for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  city. 

When  the  British  army  returned  to  New  York  front  Canada,  it  met  with 
a  triumphal  reception.  No  American  province  had  suffered  as  much 
from  the  incursions  of  the  French,  and  consequently  in  no  other  capital 
were  the  demonstrations  of  joy  at  being  relieved  from  the  horrible  terrois 
of  savage  warfare  more  solid  and  sincere.  Sumptuous  entertainment 
were  given  to  the  officers,  which  they  regarded  with  amazement  New 
York  seemed  to  have  grown  rich  during  the  war,  notwithstanding  ^ 
outlays. 
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That  privateering  had  proved  a  pajring  business,  is  shown  by  the  list  of 
vessels  published  from  time  to  time  in  the  newspapers  of  the  period. 
The  number  of  prizes  brought  into  port  during  the  first  few  months  of 
the  war  were  reported  as  including  "  thirty  ships,  four  brigantines,  eight 
soDWSy  one  barque,  and  several  schooners  and  sloops";  and  during  the 
same  period,  the  New  York  privateersmen  took  twenty-six  other  prizes 
into  British  West  India  ports.  Enticing  advertisements  were  constantly 
appearing,  such  as,  "  All  gentlemen,  sailors,  and  others,  who  have  a  mind 

to  make  their  fortunes,  are  desired  to  repair  on  board ship,  which, 

mounting  twenty-six  guns,  and  carrying  two  hundred  men,  will  be  ready 
to  sail  in  three  weeks,"  —  to  intercept  certain  French  fleets.  The  whole 
American  coast  from  Maine  to  Georgia  swarmed  with  daring,  adventu- 
rous, and  probably  unscrupulous  privateers,  who  preyed  upon  the  com- 
merce of  more  than  one  of  the  European  nations.  French  ships,  filled 
with  the  spices  and  cofiTee  of  their  Indian  provinces,  and  cargoes  of  West 
India  sugars  and  rum,  were  sought  with  the  more  zeal ;  but  rich  Spanish 
galleons,  laden  with  the  wealth  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  were  not  passed  by 
in  respectful  silence.  Private  cruises  were  the  fashion.  Long  experience 
in  trading  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  made  the  merchants  fearless  and  self- 
reliant  The  age  was  agog  with  the  spirit  of  financial  adventure,  and  it 
is  no  matter  of  wonder  that  opportunities  such  as  these,  which  were  sus- 
tained by  the  highest  authority,  as  well  as  precedent,  were  promptly  seized 
and  turned  to  account 

There  were  many  large  importing  merchants  in  New  York  at  this  date, 
notable  among  whom  were  Isaac  and  Nicholas  Gouverneur,  Robert  Mur- 
ray, Walter  and  Samuel  Franklin,  John  and  Henry  Cruger,  the  Living- 
stons, the  Beekmans,  Lott  &  Low,  Philip  Cuyler,  Anthony  Van  Dam, 
Hugh  and  Alexander  Wallace,  Leonard  and  Anthony  Lispenard,  Theophy- 
kct  Bache,  and  William  Walton. 

William  Walton  was  one  of  those  who  filed  the  victorious  officers. 
He  was  a  very  rich  as  well  as  a  very  hospitable  man,  and  his  expensive 
hanquets  were  afterwards  prolific  subjects  for  criticism  in  England.  His 
taUe  was  spread  with  the  choicest  viands,  and  "  groaned  under  its  weight 
of  brilliant  massive  silver,**  while  a  forest  of  decanters  graced  the  side- 
botrd,  and  costly  wines  flowed  free  and  fast 

He  had  recently  (in  1752)  built  what  is  now  known  as  the  "Old  Wal- 
ton Hqase,"  in  Franklin  Square,  then  the  continuation  of  Queen  Street. 
It  WIS  the  most  costly  private  residence  which  had  been  attempted  on 
ddi  oontinent  It  was  English  in  design ;  and  it  was  as  far  as  practica- 
Ue  in  improvement  upon  all  previous  architecture.  Its  walls  were  as 
vdnUtiitial  84  many  taiodem  churches.    Its  bricks,  brown-stone  water- 
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Zsuilat,  Gscda.  ^amhs.  mil  iBcnatsaas  t^eie  jH  importod,  is  alao  its  expen- 
tm  fTTfurar*  nuia  V3»  Ji  kBemnK  wish,  she  sjfe  of  tbe  structure. 
Thf^  fii^Krb  fCuxr-juK  in  Ja  jmaiii  iuuL  vidL  huuiu^hit  hand-nils  and 
TjiumLiGen.  1)7  ust  a  iurx  4&  -ihsn^.  -mat  tic  &r  asT  noMeman's  palace. 
[r,  hai  .t.  hpMii.  ».esim  ipiuuii  by  ifmsii  iMlnmna.  aai  sonnounial  bv 
.imujcial  iiearmin .  -mii  'iimiiic  heada  <ibs  finic.  she  &*»iCocK  bx^ced  down 


iif-.n  th.'  «rwi  from  lietween  the  windows.  The  j^nmiids  extended  to 
th'-  war.T.  ;irnl  were  Iai<l  out  and  cultivated  with  fastidiooa  care, 

U'jlli,ini  Wjilton  h;ul  ;i(.iiuirwi  his  tbrtune  in  part  through  an  advanU- 
■."roii,-*  'r.ntnut  with  sime  Spaoiards  at  St  Augostioe.  He  was  tbe  son 
-.f  '  ';ipLiin  Williiim  \VaIt<in,  who  was  an  enterpnsio^  builder  of  vessels. 
iw  w-ll  -.lA  ii  shipper  of  iroocis  :  and  who  appears  also  to  ha%~e  sailed  his 
own  vi^sstiU  iin  tnntim:  vovaires  to  the  West  Indies  and  to  the  Spanish 
M;iin. 

Hft  marriwl  .fitnu^iry  27.  173I"i  Cornelia,  daughter  of  Dr.  Williain 
Befrkman  and  '"■;itharine  Pi'lers  de  la  Xoy  His  brother  Jacob  had.  fi^f 
ytrart  prior  to  thi.«  liate.  married  Maria,  the  sister  of  Dr.  William  Beek- 
man,  and  dan:zhier  nf  Cprard  Beeknian  and  Ma^cdalen  AbeeL  The  t«t) 
brother)  w^re  in  (h-^rtnership  until  the  death  of  Jacob,  in  1749.    A  too 
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of  the  latter,  whose  name  was  William,  became  the  favorite  and  heir  of 
the  uncle.  It  was  he,  the  younger  William  Walton,  who  in  1757,  mar- 
ried the  (laughter  of  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey,  a  laily  whose  for- 
tune was  equal  to  his  own,  and  whose  tastes  were  in  the  direction  of  the 
same  princely  style  of  living  which  rendered  the  walls  of  the  old  edifice 
famous. 

William  Walton  (the  elder)  was  genial,  full  of  brilliancy,  and  a  master 
of  the  arts  of  politeness.  Dinners  were  his  hobby,  and  he  gathered  about 
his  table  from  time  to  time  such  of  the  celebrities  of  the  Old  World  as, 
otfieially  or  in  the  pursuit  of  pleasure,  visited  the  New.  He  was  regarded 
as  the  first  merchant  of  his  time,  and  as  a  prominent  legislator  and  an 
honored  counselor,  held  an  enviable  political  position.  He  died  childless 
in  1768. 

William  Walton  (the  younger)  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  young 
men  of  his  tima     His  alliance  with  one  of  the  highest  and  proudest  of 
the  aristocratic  families  of  New  York,  brought  him  early  and  conspicu- 
ously into  notice.     After  the  death  of  his  uncle  he  associated  himself  in 
business  with  his  brother  Jacob,  who  had  married  a  daughter  of  Hon. 
Henry  Cmger,  and  the  firm  was  known  as  that  of  William  and  Jacob 
Walton  &  Co.     Tliey  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  northern  i)art  of 
the  State  and  elsewhere.     William  Walton  was  one  of  the  foundei-s  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  1768 ;  was  its  treasuier  in  1771,  its  vice-presi- 
dent in  1772,  and  its  president  from  1774  to  1775.     He  was  one  of  the 
first  petitioners  for  the  Marine  Society,  incorporated  in  1770,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  assist  the  widows  and  children  of  masters  of  vessels.     He 
was  one  of  the  foremost  in  sustaining  the  measures  adopted  by  the  mer- 
chants to  resist  the  Stamp  Act.     He  was  one  of  the  Coniiuittee  of  Corre- 
spondence of  fifty-one,  chosen  in  May,  1774,  when  the  citizens  learned 
of  the  closing  of  the  Port  of  Boston ;  from  the  special  recommendations 
of  this  committee  sprung  the  First  Continental  Congress  of  1774.     He 
was  one  of  the  committee  of  sixty,  chosen  to  carry  out  the  non-importa- 
tion and  non-exportation  ordinance  adopted  by  that  Congress.     And  he 
WIS  one  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  one  hundred,  chosen  in  May,  1775. 
In  the  final  contest  his  family  connections  were  divided,  and  he  desired 
to  take  a  neutral  part.     He  retired  to  his  country  residence  in  New  Jer- 
sey, but  he  was  too  marked  a  man  to  l)e  left  in  peace,  and  was  compelled 
to  return  to  the  city  when  it  was  occupied  by  the  British.     Hence  his 
Sew  Jersey  estates  were  confiscated.     He  remained  in  New  York  during 
the  war,  and  devoted  large  sums  of  money  to  the  relief  of  the  destitute. 
He  was  one  of  the  vestry  named  by  (lovernor  Robertson,  December  29, 
1779,  to  look  after  such,  and  it  was  gratefullv  reconled  of  him  that  he 
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was  unceasing  in  his  efforts  to  soften  the  miseries  of  the  confinement  to 
which  the  American  prisoners  were  subjected.  He  was  one  of  the  mer- 
chants who  resumed  the  meetings  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  June  21, 
1779,  and  was  again  chosen  vice-president  in  1783.* 

When  Parliament  manifested  its  disposition  to  tax  the  colonies  in 
order  to  refund  the  debt  incurred  by  the  French  war,  poverty  was  pleaded 
as  an  objection.  The  lords  sitting  about  the  king's  table  laughed  at  the 
plea,  and  indulged  in  graphic  accounts  of  the  prodigal  entertainments 
given  in  New  York  to  the  officeis  of  the  British  arrny^  making  special 
mention  of  the  display  of  silver  plate  at  Walton's  dinners,  which  they 
said  was  equal  if  not  superior  to  any  nobleman's.  Such  exhibitions  indi- 
cated enormous  riches.  It  was  absurd  for  the  colonists  to  waste  their 
substance  in  mad  extravagance;  there  was  wealth  sufficient  in  New 
York  alone  to  pay  the  whole  debt  of  England.  Thus  they  discussed  the 
question  over  their  wine,  and  thus  they  argued  the  next  day  in  Parlia- 
ment There  was  force  in  the  logic,  hence  the  long  train  of  conse- 
quences. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  July,  New  York  was  startled  by  the  very  sudden 
i7eo.  and  unexpected  death  of  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey^  He  had 
July  90.  jined  and  spent  the  evening  before  very  agreeably  with  Ex-Gov- 
ernor Robert  Hunter  ^Morris,  William  Walton,  John  Watts,  and  several 
other  distinguished  gentlemen,  on  Staten  Island.  He  returned,  and  drove 
to  his  beautiful  country-seat  in  the  suburbs  (just  above  Canal  Street) 
alK>iit  ten  o'clock  He  was,  to  aU  outward  appearances,  in  oidinaiy 
health.  He  rose  in  the  morning  as  usual  But  about  nine  o'clock  his 
little  daughter  found  him  reclining  in  his  easy-chair  in  the  library  in  a 
dying  condition,  too  far  gone  for  medical  aid  to  be  of  any  avail,  his  death 
having  been  occasioned  by  an  afTection  of  the  heart  Friends  were  sum- 
moned. John  Watts,  and  other  gentlemen,  mounted  their  horses  and  hur- 
ried to  his  side,  but  the  life  which  had  so  long  received  the  love  and  hom- 
age of  the  people  had  departed.  The  courtly  home  was  foil  of  sorrow, 
and  the  city  grieved  as  it  rarely  ever  was  known  to  grieve  for  the  loss  of 
a  public  character.  No  American  ever  exerted  a  wider  or  more  whole- 
some influence  than  De  Lancey.  No  ruler  of  New  York  ever  possessed* 
to  such  a  d^^ree  the  elements  of  popularity.     And  no  chief  justice  of  the 


I  MTiUiun  Walton  died  .\u«tist  IS,  ir9«.  aged  axty-fiTe.  (His  wife,  Mary  Da  Lnnj. 
di«d  in  1767.)  He  left  three  sons.  WUUam,  Janes  De  Laaeer,  and  Jacob  ;  tiia  latter  cBtaR^ 
th«  British  hatv,  tuid  rvoe  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiraL  He  had  one  dan^ter.  Abb.  whs 
married  IXuiiel  OnunmeUn  VeqiUnck.  The  Wahoa  bbbm  is  now  contiiiiisd  faj  the  Ber.  Wil- 
liam Walton,  a  9on  of  the  admiraL  Hiaioriemi  mmi  Bm^vmfkiml  StMm^  t»  CImmVw  ff 
C^mrntm  fyotr^     Br  John  Austin  StsTeas. 
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province  ever  gave  such  universal  satisfaction  in  his  decisions.  His  polit- 
ical opponents  were  many,  and  often  atrociously  malicious,  but  they  never 
attempted  to  deny  his  genius  or  his  marvelous  abilities. 

The  funeral  was  conducted  with  great  pomp.  Minute-guns  from 
vessels  in  the  harbor  gave  the  signal,  at  6.45  p.  M.,  for  the  procession  to 
move  from  the  country-seat  of  the  deceased ;  and  at  the  same  moment 
minute-guns  from  Copsey  Battery  spoke  out  with  solemn  distinctnesss 
the  years  (fifty-seven)  of  the  life  which  had  passed  away.  The  Battery  was 
followed  by  the  man-of-war  Winchester,  and  the  General  Wall  Packet,  suc- 
cessively, each  firing  fifty-seven  guns,  as  the  sad  column  of  over  half  a  mile 
in  length,  proceeded  towards  Trinity  Church.  The  order  of  procession  was 
as  follows :  — 

1.  The  clerks  of  Trinity  Church  and  St.  Greorge's  Chapel  in  an  open  chaise. 

2.  The  Rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  a  chaise. 

3.  The  clergy  of  the  several  Protestant  denominations  of  the  city,  two  by  two, 

4.  An  open  heaise,  bearing  the  cofi&n,  covered  with  black  velvet,  richly 
adomed  with  gUt  escutcheons.  The  hearse  was  drawn  by  a  beautiful  pair  of 
white  horses  belonging  to  the  illustrious  departed,  in  mourning,  and  driven  by 
his  own  coachman. 

5.  The  counselors  in  mourning  coaches,  as  pall-bearers. 

6.  The  fiunily  and  relatives  in  mourning  coache& 

7.  The  members  of  the  Assembly  in  coaches. 

&  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city,  two  by  two,  in  coaches  and  chaises. 
9.  The  lawyers  of  the  city,  two  by  two,  iu  coaches  and  chaises. 

The  procession  paused  opposite  the  house  of  Edward  Willett,  on  Broad- 
waj,  and  the  coffin  was  placed  upon  men's  shoulders ;  the  members  of 
the  Council  came  from  their  coaches  and  supported  the  palL  The 
moaraers  alighted,  as  also  the  long  train  of  attendants  and  friends,  and, 
walking  in  the  order  of  rank,  entered  Trinity  Church,  which  was  brilliant- 
ly iQnminated.  Rev.  Mr.  Barclay  conducted  the  funeral  services,  at  the 
eoDclasion  of  which  the  remains  were  interred  in  the  middle  aisle,  a  few 
yards  from  the  altar.^ 

De  Lanoey  was  the  fourth  and  last  native  New-Yorker  who  adminis- 
tered the  affairs  of  the  colony  under  the  crown.  He  had  corresponded  per- 
soDally  as  well  as  officiaUy  with  the  English  statesmen  during  the  critical 
period  of  the  war  with  France,  and  his  opinions  had  been  carefully  noted, 
tod  often  quoted,  at  the  Court  of  St  James.  His  death  was  deeply  lamented 
there  as  well  as  in  New  York.  It  was  spoken  of  as  an  irretrievable  loss. 
His  sister.  Lady  Warren,  went  immediately  to  Secretary  Pitt,  and  asked 

^  Th4  N€w  York  Mercury,  Monday,  August  4,  1760. 
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^.hut  her  yotint^r  hrr^ther,  Oliv>rr  De  lancev,  might  be  appomted  to  the 
vai^^ant  ftifn-M  The  niini.^.i>:r  t^m\-^\  the  applkatioa  coldly.  "  I  hope, 
Mr.  Fitt.  ■  nhft  exr.laimeri  with  warmth,  **  that  yoa  have  had  reason  to  be 
^iti^fied  with  the  brother  I  have  lost  ? " 

'*  Ma/lam/'  wa.^  the  answer,  '*  had  your  brother  James  lived  in  England, 
he  wonld  have  ^ieen  one  of  the  first  men  in  the  Idi^donL''  ^ 

The  j(ovemment  of  Xew  York  devolved  upon  Dr.  Colden,  as  the  senior 
''/>un»elor,  until  the  wishes  of  the  ^plinistrv  could  be  ascertained,  who  im- 
rne^l  lately  r.arne  frr>m  his  rural  retreat  where  he  had  been  for  the  past  few 
yearn  rievr>tin<^  hirn.'^elf  to  :^ientific  and  literary  pursuits,  and  at  the  age 
of  i4eventy-three,  UitAi  his  seat  in  the  chair  of  state. 

Althouj^h  the  war  had  been  nominally  brought  to  a  close  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  C*anar]a,  yet  the  French  with  malicious  intent  continued  to  gener- 
aU'.  jf^lousies  and  hate  among  the  Indians  towards  the  EngUsL  And 
the  ^;^>nfluct  of  a^lventurers  and  traders  of  desperate  fortunes,  who  were 
niHhing  like  a  flock  of  harpies  into  the  western  wilds,  was  equally  ill- 
fat^id  in  results.  The  savages  consiilered  themselves,  and  doubtless  were, 
clieaUjrl  and  abused.  No  treaty  having  been  made  or  presents  sent  them, 
a  fi-elinj^of  hostility  grew,  which  ever}'  now  and  then  broke  forth  in  some 
shfK^king  niJis.Ha('Te.  There  was  no  peace  on  the  western  borders.  An 
rjiterprisinj^  trader  who  penetrated  the  wilderness  of  Michigan  as  far  as 
Miehiliniarkinae,  at  the  |M*ril  of  his  life,  was  waited  upon  by  a  Chippewa 
clii^^r,  who  ('oiiipiainrd  l)itterly  of  the  treatment  his  tribe  had  received 
Ironi  till'.  Kni^disli.      He  said:  — 

"  Kn^dislinuai !  Althou<^h  you  have  conquered  the  French,  you  have 
not  y(^t  <'ouqu(^rcd  us!  We  are  not  your  slaves!  These  lakes,  these 
woods,  th(^se.  mountains,  were  left  to  us  by  our  ancestors.  They  are  our 
inlicu'it4in<'(»,  and  we  will  })art  with  them  to  none.  Your  nation  supposes 
that  we,  like  the?  white  people,  cannot  live  without  bread  and  pork  and 
JHM'f.  Hut  you  ought  to  know  that  He,  the  Great  Spirit  and  Master  of 
Iiif(\  has  provided  food  for  us  upon  these  broad  lakes  and  in  these 
niountnins." 


*  Tlii*  roiiuirk  wii«  iiuMititmrd  l»y  I^uly  Wanvn  to  the  lieutenant-govemor's  younger  son, 
J«»lin  iVtor  !>!'  t.uii«M>y  pvln»  wiw  iMliu'uttMl  at  Hanx>w,  and  the  military  school  of  Greenwich, 
in  Kn^latMl\  Ity  whom  tho  aiuMMloto  was  n'lattnl  to  his  son.  Bishop  De  Lancey,  and  to  hissoo* 
ill  law,  .1.  Koiniiinon»  iNH»|M'r.  Thf  >n^'at  fault  of  Lieutt'nant-Govemor  De  Liancey's  chin^ 
W\  wan  iiulohMhv.  lit'  n'a\l,  hut  «lid  not  like  to  write.  He  loved  his  ease  rather  than  money. 
On«»  of  tho  *ouhv<  ol  |»i\»tit  to  tlu*  colonial  ^>venunent  was  the  fees  payable  upon  the  si^in^ 
of  lan\l  |vU«M»t'»  At  hi'i  docith  it  in  ««<od  that  si»  many  of  these  patents  awaited  his  appronl 
that  thi'  vi>:tiink;  thorn  »r:iv«'  .»  l.n^«  T«um  at  oniv  to  his  successor,  Cadwallader  CoUen. 
V*«»»««-  .••  i\t  //«'«»"M.^;,  .Ai"»r%  IK  LuuYtf.  Bv  hMwani  F.  De  Lancey.  Doe,  EitL  S.  )*•• 
Vol    IV    h»:ir     :^\i 
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When  it  was  rumored  that  Wyoming  was  being  settled  by  people  from 
[Connecticut,  the  Indians  claimed  that  their  right  to  the  proi)erty  in  that 
I'alley  had  never  been  relinquished,  and  that  the  settlement  was  in  the 
^eiy  spot  selected  by  the  Six  Nations  for  the  residue  of  the  Delawares, 
md  other  tribes,  who  were  obliged  to  remove  from  the  inner  country 
)n  account  of  the  increase  of  their  people  and  the  scarcity  of  hunting. 
Grovemor  Hamilton  of  Pennsylvania  was  very  much  afraid  it  would  occa- 
sion a  fresh  rupture,  and  wrote  to  General  Amherst  asking  his  interposi- 
tioa  The  massacre  of  Wyoming  did  not  occur  until  1778,  but  the 
settlement  from  its  fii'st  inception  was  regarded  with  unappeasable  rancor; 
and  revenge  upon  it  was  a  cherished  luxury  in  the  hearts  of  the  infuri- 
ated savages. 

The  Mohawks  had  their  own  peculiar  wrongs  to  settle  with  the  land 
speculators  from  Albany  and  Schenectady,  whose  frauds  were  remembered 
with  an  intensity  increased  by  long  meditation  upon  the  subject.  And  a 
thousand  other  causes  of  irritation  were  keeping  the  whole  savage  atmos- 
phere in  a  tumult 

Sir  William  Johnson,  at  the  request  of  General  Amherst,  visited  De- 
troit in  the  early  summer  of  1761,  to  consolidate  a  treaty  if  possible,  regu- 
late the  fur-trade,  and  learn  what  the  French  were  about  in  that  region. 
It  was  a  perilous  journey,  as  we  may  well  suppose.  He  was  accompanied 
by  his  son,  John  Johnson,  and  by  his  nephew  —  aftei'wards  his  son-in- 
law— Guy  Johnson,  who  acted  as  his  private  secretary,  and  by  a  large 
Wy  of  servants  and  military  attendants.  At  Oswego,  and  other  points 
on  the  route,  they  tarried  to  distribute  presents,  and  in  some  instances  to 
give  silver  medals,  sent  by  Amherst  as  a  reward  for  good  conduct.  Com- 
plaints were  everywhere  poured  into  his  ears  about  the  haste  with  which 
the  English  were  grasping  lands,  and  he  found  that  his  journey  had 
W)t  heen  undertaken  a  moment  too  soon.  A  general  rising  up  of  the 
Indians  throughout  the  whole  western  world  had  been  skillfully  planned, 
*nd  the  garrison  and  settlers  were  all  to  have  been  tomahawked  and 
«alped.  The  arts  by  which  Sir  William  had  so  long  influenced  the  sav- 
age were  never  more  successful  than  in  this  instance.  His  gilded  trap- 
pings and  pompous  ceremonials  were  extremely  fascinating  to  the  red 
^nan's  eye.  An  Eastern  prince  could  hardly  have  moved  through  the 
^JWintry  with  more  show  and  circumstance.  On  one  occiision  some  depu- 
tations from  the  dififerent  tribes  waited  upon  him  bringing  presents  of 
'naize.  He  reciprocated  promptly  with  Indian  pipes  and  tobacco,  and 
^  ordered  a  barbecue  of  an  inimen.se  ox  roasted  whole.  While  waiting 
to  anange  preliminaries  for  the  conference  at  Detroit,  the  evenings  were 
^oled  to  dances.     The  French  officers  and  their  families  participated. 
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as  well  as  Sir  William  and  his  private  retinue.  They  would  assemUe 
about  eight  o'clock  and  dance  until  five  the  next  morning. 

The  council  opened  on  the  9th  of  August,  the  firing  of  two  cannon  be- 
ing the  signal  which  called  the  Indians  together.  Seats  were  prepared  in 
the  open  air.  The  number  of  tribes  represented  was  much  larger  than 
had  been  anticipated.  They  came  from  beyond  Lake  Superior,  and  from 
every  point  of  the  compass.  They  wanted  to  see  with  their  own  eyes  the 
Grand  Mogul,  whose  house  was  the  "  fireplace  "  of  the  dreaded  Iroquok 
^Vhen  the  assemblage  was  quietly  seated,  he  appeared  with  his  officen, 
all  in  gorgeous  uniform,  walked  majestically  to  his  place,  and,  amid  pro- 
found silence,  delivered  his  speech  with  that  dignity  of  mien  always 
enticing  to  an  Indian.  Several  days  were  occupied.  Every  nation  had 
some  favor  to  ask  of  Sir  William.  The  final  result  was  an  apparently 
amicable  understanding,  and  it  was  believed  if  the  directions  given  to 
the  oflBcers  of  the  garrison  were  strictly  obeyed,  t^d  no  further  provo- 
cations given  to  the  Indians,  they  would  not  break  the  peace.  Before 
Sir  William  started  on  his  homeward  journey,  he  gave  a  grand  dinner  to 
the  people  of  Detroit,  and  closed  the  gala  entertainment  with  a  ball  in 
honor  of  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  officers.  He  halted  on  his  retan 
at  Sandusky,  to  examine  the  proposed  site  for  a  blockhouse.  At  Niagan 
he  was  detained  several  days  by  illness.  He  reached  Fort  Johnson  on  the 
last  day  of  October. 

Nor  was  it  all  peace  in  and  about  New  York  City.  No  little  bitterness 
had  been  engendered  by  the  system  of  impressemnt.  The  captains  of 
British  men-of-war  claimed  the  right  to  board  colonial  vessels  and  take 
thence  any  number  of  men  required  to  fill  their  quota ;  or,  failing  to  do 
this,  they  hesitated  not  to  land  and  kidnap  citizens  for  the  service  of  the 
British  navy.  In  August,  1760,  a  New  York  merchant-vessel  arrived  from 
Lisbon,  and  a  man-of-war  lying  in  the  harbor  immediately  sent  a  boat  to 
board  her  and  demand  some  of  her  men.  The  crew  seized  their  own  cap- 
tain and  officers  and  confined  them  below,  and  then  refused  to  admit  the 
intruders.  The  captain  informed  them  through  the  cabin  window  that  he 
and  his  officers  were  prisoners  and  consequently  unable  to  obey  orden, 
but  they  opened  fire  upon  the  unoffending  merchantman,  killing  one  man, 
and  wounding  others.  This  was  only  one  of  many  outrages,  which  stirred 
the  indignation  of  merchants  and  traders,  until  forbearance  almost  ceaaed 
to  be  a  virtue. 

And  presently  Dr.  Colden  was  instrumental  in  an  act  which  set  not  onlj 
the  Assembly  but  the  whole  city  and  province  of  New  York  in  a  blaze.  ?y 
the  death  of  De  Laneey  the  seat  of  chief  justice  was  vacant,  and  a  genenl 
wish  was  expressed  that  it  should  be  at  once  filled.    Colden  was  urged  to 
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appoint  a  successor  without  delay.  Instead,  he  wrote  to  Halifax,  asking 
him  to  nominate  a  chief  justice.  The  resiQt  was  the  appointment  of  Ben- 
jamin Pratt,  a  Boston  lawyer,  not,  as  hitherto,  "  during  good  behavior," 
bat  "  at  the  pleasure  of  the  king."  Judges  Chambers,  Horsemanden,  and 
Jones  refused  to  act  longer  unless  they  could  hold  their  commissions  dur- 
ing good  behavior.  Vigorous  thinkers  and  writers  protested  loudly 
against  this  attempt  to  render  the  judiciary  dependent  upon  the  crown. 
Conspicuous  among  these  were  William  Livingston,  John  Morin  Scott, 
and  William  Smith.  Massachusetts  was  at  the  same  moment  writh- 
ing under  the  "  writs  of  assistance,"  which  the  Ministry  had  recklessly 
determined  to  inflict  upon  the  colonies.  These  writs  were  in  e£fect 
search-warrants,  designed  to  enable  custom-house  officers  to  break  open 
with  impunity  any  person's  house  for  the  enforcement  of  the  revenue. 
The  fearless  and  impiilsive  James  Otis  had  resigned  his  office  of  advocate- 
general,  that  untrammelled  he  might  argue  this  case  against  the  crown. 
He  pronounced  it  the  worst  feature  of  arbitrary  power,  and  his  eloquence 
90  stimulated  the  indignation  of  the  people  of  Boston,  that,  when  the  writs 
were  granted,  the  custom-house  officers  dared  not  in  a  single  instance 
cany  them  into  execution.  Still  less  were  the  people  of  New  York  in 
bumor  for  further  encroachment  upon  their  sacred  liberties.  The  blow 
It  the  judiciary  seemed  to  be  the  precursor  of  trouble  indeed.  Chief 
Justice  Pratt  was  treated  with  indignity  for  accepting  an  office  on  such 
terms.  Colden,  for  the  part  he  had  taken,  lost  many  of  his  warmest 
frienda  The  Assembly,  in  answer  to  the  request  of  Colden  that 
^  salary  of  the  chief  justice  might  be  increased,  resolved,  "  that, 
18  the  salaries  usually  allowed  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  have 
been  and  still  appear  to  be  sufficient  to  engage  gentlemen  of  the  first  fig- 
ue,  both  as  to  capacity  and  fortune,  in  this  colony,  to  accept  of  these 
sffioes,  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  augment  the  salary  of  chief  justice 
)n  this  occasion  " ;  and  the  outraged  and  obstinate  body  actually  went  on 
to  say  they  would  not  allow  any  salaries,  unless  the  commissions  of 
the  chief  justice  and  the  other  judges  were  granted  during  good  behavior. 
The  Lords  of  Trade  were  amazed  when  they  heard  of  this  "  unduti- 
ful  and  indecent  opposition  to  his  Majesty's  just  rights  and  authority." 
rhey  reprimanded  the  judges,  who  had  in  some  degree  countenanced  the 
measure,  and  recommended  temporary  salaries  from  the  quit-rents,^  — 
which  would  be  even  more  advantageous  towards  securing  the  depen- 
dence of  the  colony  upon  the  crown,. and  its  commerce  to  the  mother 
ocmntry.     It  was  further  hinted   that  the  latter  course  would   insure 

>  Lofrda  of  Trade  to  Lieutenant-Oavemar  Golden,  June  11,  1762.     New  Vtrrk  Coll.  MSS., 
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judgments  in  favor  of  the  crown,  against  the  great  landed  proprietors  of 
New  York,  and  serve  to  balance  their  power  in  the  Assembly. 

Major-General  Monckton^  had  been  commissioned  governor  of  New 
York  shortly  after  Golden    received   the  appointment    of   lieutenant- 
governor  (April  28,  1761),  and  in  his  forty-sixth  instruction  had  been 
directed  to  annul,  by  every  legitimate  method,  all  "  exorbitant,  irr^ular, 
and   unconditional  grants  of  land."    The  Lords  of  Trade  were  of  the 
opinion,  and  wrote  the  same  to  Golden,  that  the  lieutenant-governor  and 
Council  of  New  York  and  prominent  members  of  the  Assembly  were  in 
league  respecting  measures  for  landed  grants  and  settlements,  which  were 
for  the  good  of  themselves  and  families  rather  than  the  subject  in  general. 
Golden  resented  the  imputation.     He  said  he  had  never  while  in  the  gov- 
ernment been  interested  in  any  purchase,  or  in  any  share  or  part  of  any 
purchase,  of  land  from  the  Indians,  either  great  or  smaU.     As  to  his  chil- 
dren they  were  of  full  age  and  maturity,  and  not  under  his  direction ; 
there  was  no  reason  to  debar  them  from  any  privilege  or  benefit  which 
was  accorded  to  other  of  the  king's  subjects  in  the  province,  but  at  the 
same  time  he  denied  their  having  been  concerned  in  any  purchase  of  the 
kind  since  he  was  honored  with  the  administration  of  the  government 
But  he  went  on  to  explain  how  difficult  it  was  for  men  of  small  means  to 
improve  land  in  the  woods.     In  the  first  place,  it  was  necessary  to  call  a 
whole  tribe  together  in  order  to  buy  a  farm,  whatever  its  size,  and  there 
must  be  seveml  conferences,  attended  with  gi'eat  expense.     Then  it  would 
be  full  three  years  before  the  land  could  be  cleared  and  rendered  self-sup- 
porting.    The  settlers  were  a  great  distance  from  the  market^  and  there 
wei-e  numberless  reasous  why  it  was  desirable  for  men  of  fortune  to  be- 
come enlisted  in  the  purchases,  and  advance  money  for  improvements, 
etc.     He  knew  of  only  two  of  the  acting  counselors  who  had  interested 
themselves  in  this  manner,  one  of  whom  was  Sir  William  Johnson.    He 

*  Governor  Monckton  received  his  commission  October  20,  1761,  and  wis  sworn  intooflw* 
with  the  usual  ceremonies  October  26.  He,  however,  had  received  the  king's  permisson  to 
leave  the  province,  and  entered  into  nothing  more  than  the  necessary  forms  of  govemiDfnt. 
He  sailed  from  New  York  on  the  last  day  of  November,  in  command  of  an  expedition  igaiitft 
the  French  and  Spanish  possessions  in  the  West  Indies  ;  for  while  England  was  rejoidngio 
the  near  prospect  of  peace,  Spain  had  formed  a  secret  alliance  vrith  France  and  declared  wtf; 
Seventeen  hundred  and  eighty -seven  of  his  troops  were  native  New-Yorkers,  and  among  ^ 
officers  were,  General  Lyman,  the  second  in  command  at  I^ke  George  in  1755  ;  the  afterm^ 
distinguished  General  Gates,  who  captured  Burgoyne  ;  and  Richard  Montgomery,  the  hero  o> 
Quebec,  a  few  years  later.  Monckton,  in  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  November  10,  l"*^' 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  commission,  said  that  Hon.  Archibald  Kennedy  wisbetl  to 
retire  from  the  Council  on  account  of  his  advanced  age,  and  that  he  might  better  attend  <^ 
his  office  of  collector  of  the  customs,  and  Joseph  Reade,  *'  a  gentleman  of  fortune  and  «v<T 
-M*  ABnUlled  Cor  the  trust**'  was  recommended  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
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said  that  in  his  travels  through  the  Mohawk  country  in  the  execution  of 
the  oflice  of  surveyor-general,  distinguished  Indians  had  talked  with  him 
often,  and  discoursed  with  much  vehemence  about  cheats  in  their  land- 
trades ;  but  he  suspected  that  the  interpreters  did  not  always  fairly  rep- 
resent what  the  Indians  said,  and  the  Indians  seemed  to  entertain  similar 
suspicions,  for  they  expressed  by  signs  many  times  their  earnest  wish 
that  they  might  understand  the  English  language.     All  that  he  could 
learn  with  certainty  was,  that  some  persons  had  fraudulently  obtained  a 
conveyance  from  them,  but  he  never  could  ascertain  who  the  persons 
were,  probably  from  the  unwillingness  of  the  intei'pretera  to  have  the 
fraud  discovered.     Should  the  instructions  be  carried  into  execution,  there 
was  no  predicting  the  calamities  which   might  follow.     Many  of  the 
patentees  were  men  of  wealth  and  influence,  and  would  resort  to  extreme 
methods  to  circumvent  the  power  of  the  governor.     The  boundaries  of 
estates  were  indefinite,  from  whence  arose  gi-eat  trouble ;  the  running  of 
intelligible  lines  by  the  kiilg's  surveyor-general  seemed  to  be  the  first 
necessary  step  towards  the  settlement  of  difficulties. 

George  II.,  the  aged  King  of  England,  had  died  suddenly  of  apoplexy, 
on  the  morning  of  October  25,  1760 ;  his  grandson,  then  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  while  riding  with  the  Earl  of  Bute,  was  oveitaken  with  a 
secret  message  announcing  the  interesting  intelligence  that  he  was  sov- 
ereign of  the  realm.  The  young  man  manifested  neither  emotion  nor 
surprise,  but,  as  an  excuse  for  turning  back,  he  said  his  horse  was  lame. 
To  the  groom  at  Kew,  he  remarked,  "  I  have  said  my  horse  was  lame ; 
I  forbid  you  to  say  to  the  contrary,"  and  he  went  directly  to  Carlton 
House,  the  residence  of  his  mother.^ 

The  changes  in  the  Ministry  which  followed  bore  heavily  u^KDn  the 
colonies.  To  place  himself  above  aristocratic  dictation,  and  dictation  of 
wjyaoTt  whatever,  was  the  ruling  passion  of  George  III.  The  Earl  of 
Bute,  who  was  noted  neither  for  vigor  of  understanding  or  energy  of 
character,  and  who  was  without  experience,  political  connections,  or  pow- 
ttfal  family  friendships,  was  his  confidential  companion.  The  young 
king  was  daring  and  self-willed.  Bute  was  timid,  aspiring,  ignorant  of 
i&Bn,  ignorant  of  business,  and  obsequious. 

Negotiations  for  a  general  peace  progressed  slowly.  Choiseul,  in  the 
jodgmenjt  of  Pitt,  was  the  greatest  minister  France  had  seen  since  the 
^ys  of  Richelieu.  In  depth,  refinement,  and  quick  perceptions  he  had 
*>  superior.  But  he  was  an  agitator,  lively,  and  indiscreet,  often  dis- 
^'^wng  the  gravest  questions  of  state  in  jest.  Pitt  was  always  stately, 
4Qd  lu8  oatme  was  hard  and  unaccommodating.     He  wanted  to  impress 

1  Walpoles  Otorge  III.,  1.  6. 
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the  superiority  of  England  upon  the  treaty  of  peace.  The  object  of  the 
war  bad  been  accomplished,  but  he  delayed  reconciliation  for  the  purpose 
of  making  more  extended  acquisitions ;  the  fleet  had  sailed  for  the  West 
Indies,  and  the  chances  of  conquest  were  too  great  to  be  sacrificed. 

George  III.  mourned  over  the  war,  and  asked  his  lords  why  it  was  be- 
ing continued  for  no  definite  purpose  whatever.     Newcastle  and  otheis 
intrigued  against  and  were  determined  to  thwart  the  policy  of  Pitt     Choi- 
seul  covenanted  with  Spain  to  stand  towards  all  foreign  powers  as  one 
state,  which  was  the  basis  of  the  famous  treaty  that  secured  to  America  in 
advance,  aid  from  the  superstitious,  kind-hearted,  and  equitable  Charles 
III.  of  Spain.     George  III.  was  married,  on  the  eighth  day  of  September, 
1761,  to  the  not  very  lovely  Grerman  princess  of  Mecklenbuig-Strelitz,  a 
girl  of  seventeen,  who  was  afterwards  the  well-known  and  correct  Queen 
Charlotte     Five  days  later  propositions  came  from  France,  which  Pitt 
received  with  scornful  irony.     The  n^otiations  were  broken  oVi    Thus 
war  with  Spain  must  be  accepted.     Pitt  submitted  to  the  cabinet  his 
written  advice  to  recall  Lord  Bristol,  the  British  ambassador,  from  Ma- 
drid.   The  Earl  of  Bute,  speaking  the  opinion  of  the  king,  opposed  the 
project  as  rash  and  ill-advised.     Newcastle  and  all  the  great  Whig  lords 
objected,  until  Pitt,  standing  with  his  brother-in-law.  Temple,  alone,  de- 
feated, haughtily  declared  that  he  would  not  remain  in  a  situation  which 
made  him  responsible  for  measures  he  was  no  longer  able  to  guida 

On  Monday,  October  5,  Williani  Pitt,  the  greatest  minister  of  his  cen- 
tury, among  orators  the  only  peer  of  Demosthenes,  and  who,  finding  Eng- 
land in  disgrace,  had  conquered  Canada,  the  Ohio  VaUey,  and  Goada- 
loupe,  sustained  Sussia  from  annihilation,  humbled  France,  gained 
dominion  over  the  seas,  won  supremacy  in  Hindostan,  and  whose  august 
presence  at  home  had  overawed  even  majesty  itself,  stood  in  the  presence 
of  the  youthful  king  and  resigned  the  seals  of  power.  Little  did  he  fore- 
see how  effectually  he  had  destroyed  the  balance  of  the  European  colo- 
nial system,  and  confirmed  the  implacable  hostility  of  France  and  Spain  to 
such  a  d^ree,  as  to  leave  England  without  a  friend  in  its  coming  contest 
with  America. 

The  consunmiation  of  peace  languished  and  was  delayed.  Bute  became 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury*.  He  favored  American  taxation  by  act  of  Pariia- 
ment,  and  expressed  his  extreme  delight  when  the  measure  of  subjecting 
the  halls  of  justice  to  the  prerogative  was  adopted.  "We  shall  have 
much  less  difficulty  in  making  the  colonies  dance  to  the  tune  of  obedi- 
ence than  the  croakers  pretend,"  said  the  self-satisfied  monarch  of  three 
and>twenty  to  Bute,  as  he  laughed  over  the  probable  increase  of  the  oa- 
tion^s  funds. 
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The  death  of  the  TriTig  dissolved  the  New  York  Assembly,  and  writs 
were  issued  for  a  new  election  returnable  on  the  3d  of  March,  1761. 
Seven  new  members  only  were  chosen.  The  Livingston  party  was  strong, 
but  the  De  lancey  party  hoped  much  from  the  superior  address  of  John 
Watts,  who  was  at  all  times  very  near  the  lieutenanl>govemor,  and  it  was 
surmised  that  the  latter,  on  account  of  Ms  advanced  years,  might  possibly 
yield  to  a  leader. 

The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  were  seriously  agitated  over  a 
theater  which  was  opened,  under  countenance  of  Colden,  on  Beekman 
Street  about  this  time.  The  mayor  introduced  the  subject  into  the  As- 
sembly, and  tried  to  obtain  the  passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  all  dramatic 
performances  within  the  city  limits.  Not  succeeding  in  this,  attention 
was  turned  towards  the  suppression  of  lotteries,  which  had  become  singu- 
larly common.  But  although  a  bill  was  passed  subjecting  all  games  of 
chance  to  a  penalty  of  £  3  (half  to  go  the  church  wardens  and  half  to  the 
informer),  the  lottery  fever  prevailed  for  many  subsequent  years. 

On  the  8th  of  May  the  House  passed  the  following :  "  An  Act  for  rais- 
ing a  sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand  pounds  by  way  of  a  lot-  vn*. 
teiy  for  building  a  lighthouse."     The  merchants  had  petitioned  the  "^  *■ 
lieutenant-governor  for  a  lighthouse  at  Sandy  Hook,  and  Colden  strongly 
recoDimended  the  enterprise  in  his  message  to  the  Assembly  in  April, 
1761.     Thus  originated  the  Sandy 
Hook  Lighthouse,  which  was  first 
illuininated,  for  the  benefit  of  mari- 
ners, in  May,  1763. 

Shortly  after  a  bill  passed  the 
Honse  for  a  lottery  to  raise  funds 
to  complete  the  new  jaiL  The 
corporation  about  the  same  time 
introduced  lamps  upon  public 
lamp-posts,  to  supersede  suspended 
lantems,  which  had  hitherto  been 

(he  only  mode  <A  lighting  the  city. 

Fulton  —  then  known  as  Partition 

Stieet  —  had  long  had  a  partial 

eiiBtence,but,  simultaneously  with 

tbe  introduction  of  street  lamps,  it 

>8s  paved,  as  was  also  Fmnkfort 

StieeL    A  variety  of  municipal  or- 

diunces  marked  this  year,  some  regulating  weights  and  measures,  and 

t!Bm  the  markets,  docks,  etc.     Tbe  modes  of  punishment  inflict«d  upon 
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criminals  arrest  the  eye  with  wonder  as  we  turn  over  the  iecoTd&     One 
instance  must  suffice :  — 

"  On  Thursday,  the  20th  instant,  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  eleven.  Mis. 
Johanna  Christiana  Young  and  another  lady,  her  associate  from  Philadelphia, 
being  found  guilty  of  grand  larceny  last  week,  at  the  mayor^s  court,  are  to  be 
set  on  two  chairs  exalted  on  a  cart,  with  their  heads  and  faces  uncovered,  and 
t<3  be  carted  from  the  City  Hall  to  that  part  of  Broadway  near  the  old  T«^*giMi^ 
Church,  from  thence  down  Maiden  Lane,  then  down  the  Fly  to  the  White  HlDi 
thence  to  the  church  aforesaid,  and  then  to  the  whipping-post,  where  eadi  rf 
them  are  to  receive  thirty-nine  lashes,  to  remain  in  jail  fo^  one  week,  and  tkift 
to  ilepart  the  city." 

King's  College  was  yet  in  its  infancy.  The  excellent  Rev.  Dr.  Sinunt 
Johnson  wrote  to  Archbishop  Seeker,  under  date  of  April  10,  1762»  UmI 
besides  attending  to  his  regular  business  of  overseeing  and  govenu]ig.liis 
college,  reading  prayers,  moderating  disputations,  prescribing  exerciaei^ 
holding  commencements,  and  giving  degrees*  he  was  obliged  to  act  ai 
tutor  to  one  and. often  two  classes.  He  was  pleased  with  the  prospect 
of  release  from  the  drudgery  of  tuition  through  the  appointment  of  a 
vice-prcsident,  who  woidd  be  expected  to  live  in  a  collegiate  way  at  the 
common  table  (the  expense  being  "six  shillings  per  week  for  mere 
lx)ard  "),  but  he  regretted  that  Myles  Cooper,  who  had  been  named  for 
the  position,  and  who  might  otherwise  suit  very  well,  wa«  not  a  little 
(hitler.  He  requested  that  royal  instructions  might  be  given  to  the  New 
York  governors  never  to  grant  patents  for  townships,  villages,  or  manors 
without  obliging  the  patentees  to  sequestrate  a  competent  portion  for  the 
support  of  religion  and  education.  He  said  that  Dr.  Jay,  "  an  ingenious 
young  physician,"  was  going  to  England  on  business  of  his  own,  and 
would  be  employed  to  solicit  contributions  for  the  college. 

Dr. 'James  Jay,  afterwards  Sir  James  Jay,  Knight,  was  at  this  time 
tliirty  yeai-s  of  age.  He  was  one  of  the  elder  brothers  of  Hon.  John  Jay. 
It  was  while  on  his  visit  to  England  as  agent  for  the  college  that  he 
received  the  honor  of  Knighthood.  He  became  involved  in  a  suit  in 
Chancery  arising  out  of  the  collections  for  the  college,  but  returned  to 
New  York  prior  to  the  Revolution.^  He  was  the  fourth  son  of  Peter  Jay 
and  Mar}'  Van  Cortlandt  (the  daughter  of  Jacobus  Van  Cortlandt  and 
Eve  Philipse),  and  the  grandson  of  Augustus  Jay  and  Ann  Maria  Bayard 
(daughter  of  Balthazar  Bayard  and  Maria  Loockermans).  The  Jay  family 
were  among  those  who  were  driven  from  France  through  the  troubles 
and  violences  connected  with  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes. 
Pierre  Jay,  the  father  of  Augustus,  was  a  wealthy  merchant,  owning 

1  He  died  October  20,  1S15. 
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Before  the  end  of  1762,  Havana,  then  as  now  the  chief  place  in  the 
West  Indies,  with  a  harbor  large  enough  to  shelter  all  the  navies  of 
Europe,  had  been  captured,  and  George  III.  had  offered  to  return  it  to 
Spain  in  exchange  for  the  Floridas  or  Porto  Rico.  France  was  humiliated, 
but,  yielding  to  necessity,  the  preliminaries  of  peace,  so  momentous  for 

i7es.  America,  were  signed  between  France  and  Spain  on  the  one  side, 
Feb.  10.  and  England  and  Portugal  on  the  other ;  but  it  was  not  until 
February  10,  1763,  that  a  formal  treaty  was  ratified  at  Paris. 

"  What  can  we  do  ? "  said  Choiseul,  who  in  his  despair  had  for  a  time 
resigned  the  foreign  department  to  the  Duke  de  Praslin.  "  The  English 
are  furiously  imperious ;  they  are  drunk  with  success ;  and,  unfortunately 
we  are  not  in  a  condition  to  abase  their  pride." 

The  English,  indeed,  assumed  a  very  different  position  from  that  taken 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle.  It  had  been  discovered,  at  a  fearful  cost  of  blood  and 
treasure,  that  there  was  no  safety  along  the  American  fix)ntiers  while 
Canada  remained  under  French  dominion.  Hence  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
were  that  the  whole  of  Canada  should  be  ceded  to  England ;  also  Nova 
Scotia,  Cape  Breton,  and  its  dependent  islands,  and  tl^e  fisheries,  except  a 
share  in  them,  and  the  two  islets,  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  as  a  shelter 
for  the  French  fishermen.  And  it  was  expressly  agreed  that  the  boundaiy 
between  the  French  and  English  possessions  should  forever  be  settled  by 
a  "  line  dmwn  along  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi,  from  its  source  as  far 
as  the  river  Iberville,  and  thence  by  a  line  drawn  along  the  middle  of  this 
latter  river,  and  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  and  Ponchartrain  to  the  sea." 
France  on  the  same  day  indemnified  Spain  for  the  loss  of  Florida,  by 
ceding  to  that  power  New  Orleans  and  all  Louisiana  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, —  boundaries  undefined. 

England  acquired  Senegal  in  Africa,  with  the  command  of  the  slave- 
trade.  France  recovered  in  a  dismantled  and  ruined  state  the  little  she 
possessed  on  January  1, 1759,  in  the  East  Indies.  In  Europe  each  power 
took  back  its  own ;  Minorca,  therefore,  reverted  to  Great  Britain. 

"  England,"  said  the  king,  "  never  signed  such  a  peace  before,  nor,  I  be- 
lieve, any  other  power  in  Europe." 

"  The  country,"  said  the  dying  Granville,  "  never  saw  so  glorious  a  war, 
nor  so  honorable  a  peace." 

'*  Now,"  said  the  princess  dowager, "  my  son  is  indeed  king  of  England" 

**  I  wish,"  said  the  Earl  of  Bute,  "  no  better  inscription  on  my  tomb 
than  that  I  was  its  author." 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

1763-1770. 

FORESHADOWING  OP  THE  REVOLUTION. 
OFmojrs  OP  French  Statesmen.  —  Boundary  Disputes.  —  Hon.  James  Duane.  —  In- 

DIAX8  ON  TUB  WaR  PaTH.  —  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  IN  THE  DUTCH  ChURCH.  —  ThE  MID- 
DLE Dutch  Church.  — >  The  German  Reformed  Church.  —  The  New  Jersey 
Lawtx&b.  —  Lord  Grenvillb.  — Stamped  Paper.  —  New  York  Impatient  of  Con- 
trol. —  First  Committee  of  Correspondence.  —  Lieutenant-Governor  Coldfn.  — 
RiOHT  OF  Appeals.  — BarriK  Speech.  —Passage  of  the  Stamp  Act.  —  Sons  of  Lib- 
EiTY.  —  Rev.  Stephen  Johnson.  —  Resignation  of  Stamp  Officers.  —The  Stamp 
Act  C0NOEB88.  —  Arrival  of  Stamps.  —  The  Non-Importation  Agreement.  — 
Stamp  Act  Riot. — Victory  of  the  People.  —  Sir  Henry  Moore.  —  Debates  in 
Faeuamknt.  —  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act.  —  New  York  Denounced  ah  Rebellious. 
—  Kbw  York  Disfranchised.  —  Boston  in  Trouble.  — The  Founding  of  the  Ch am- 
ice op  Commerce.  —  Repeals.  —  Tax  Continued  on  Tea.  —  Death  of  Sir  Henry 
Mooes.  —  Emissions  op  Bills  op  Credit.  —  Violent  Excitement. 

THE  consequences  of  the  entire  cession  of  Canada  are  obvious.  Eng- 
land will  erelong  repent  of  having  removed  the  only  check  that 
could  keep  her  colonies  in  awe ;  they  stand  no  longer  in  need  of  her  protec- 
tkm ;  she  will  call  on  them  to  contribute  towards  supporting  the  burdens 
tliqr  have  helped  to  bring  on  her ;  and  they  will  answer  by  striking  oS 
in  dependence,"  said  the  sagacious  and  experienced  Vergennes,  the  French 
imlitaBador  at  Constantinople,  when  he  heard  of  the  conditions  of  the 
peica 

"We  have  caught  them  at  last,"  said  Choiseul  to  those  about  him  when 
Louisiana  was  surrendered,  and  turned  over  immediately  to  Spain.  His 
ttger  hopes  anticipated  the  speedy  struggle  of  America  for  a  separate  ex- 
itaioe. 

During  the  n^otiations  for  peace,  the  kinsman  and  bosom-friend  of 
Umimd  Burke  had  employed  the  British  press  to  unfold  the  danger  to 
^  nation  of  retaining  Canada ;  and  the  French  minister  for  foreign  af- 
fiiin  frankly  warned  his  adversaries,  that  the  cession  of  Canada  would  lead 
to  the  independence  of  North  America.^ 

1  Umut  aurnk^  to  WiUiain,  FiU,  1760,  (Minted  in  Thackeray's  C|iatliam, 
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The  war  was  closed ;  but  a  standing  army  of  twenty  battalions  was  to 
be  kept  up  in  America,  and  as  the  new  Ministry  were  harping  upon 
economy,  it  was  designed  that  the  expense  should  be  defrayed  by  the  colo- 
nists themselves. 

While  the  king  and  his  lords  were  measuring  the  resources  of  their 
American  possessions,  and  contemplating  the  enormously  increased  debt 
of  England  with  dismay.  New  York  was  engaged  in  a  spirited  tilt  with 
both  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  concerning  boundaries.  The 
latter  continued  to  claim  a  part  of  the  Livingston  and  Van  Kensselaer 
manors.  Governor  Wentworth  of  New  Hampshire  granted  lands  west  of 
the  Connecticut  River,  in  what  i»  now  Vermont,  which  were  claimed  by 
New  York,  until  all  at  once  Lieutenant-Grovemor  Golden  discovered  that 
one  hundred  and  sixty  townships,  each  six  miles  square,  were  in  the 
hands  of  speculators,  and  publicly  offered  for  sale  at  low  rates.^  The 
quit-rents  in  New  Hampshire  were  much  less  than  in  New  York,  which 
was  an  inducement  for  settlers  to  purchase  under  the  former  province. 
Golden,  who  had  been  forty  years  a  counselor,  and  was  conversant  with 
every  detail  of  New  York  aftkirs,  was  greatly  disturbed.  He  wrote  to  the 
Lords  that  New  Hampshire's  claim  must  be  resisted.  If  the  controverted 
territory  was  given  up,  the  crown  would  be  deprived  of  a  quit-rent 
amounting  yearly  to  a  sum  greater,  in  his  opinion,  than  the  amount  of  all 
the  quit-rents  that  would  remain.  He  argued  that  the  New  England  gov- 
ernments wei*e  formed  on  republican  principles,  while  the  government  of 
New  York,  on  the  contrary,  was  established  as  nearly  as  possible  after  the 
model  of  the  English  constitution.  It  was  therefore  impolitic  to  permit 
the  power  and  influence  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  to  extend 
to  the  injury  of  New  York. 

John  Watts  wrote  to  Monckton,  December  29,  1763  :  — 

"We  were  yesteniay  in  council  declaring  war  against  New  Hampshire  for 
scandalously  hawking  aboul;  townships  to  the  highest  bidders,  and  taking  in 
every  ignorant  peasant  both  in  this  colony  and  the  Jerseys.  When  will  they 
make  the  colonies  so  happy  as  to  settle  their  limits  1 " 

He  wrote  further,  January  21,  1764 :  — 

"The  case  from  the  beginning,  as  I  understand,  is  simply  this.  Eternal 
quarrels  subsisted  between  the  bonierers,  in  which  several  lives  were  lost,  and 
commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  different  governments  to  settle  a  line  of 
jurisdiction  or  peace,  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  more  blood.  I  was  one  of  them 
myself ;  but  we  could  agree  upon  nothing,  their  demands  were  so  high.  We  ar- 
gued for  land  to  the  Connecticut  River,  they  for  land  to  the  South  Sea ;  think 

^  LieuUnant-Oovemor  Colden  to  the  Lords  of  Trade^ 
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how  we  were  to  meet !  Afterwards,  when  the  quotas  of  the  colonies  were  settled 
in  a  grand  congress  at  Albany,  the  thing  was  then  more  solemnly  treated  than 
ever,  though  to  as  little  purpose ;  they  would  not  allow  us  even  the  twenty 
miles  from  the  Hudson  River." 

James  Duane,  a  rising  young  lawyer,  who  had  married  Mary,  the  elder 
daughter  of  Robert,  third  lord  of  Livingston  Manor,  in  1759,  was  one  of 
the  most  efficient  advocates  employed  in  the  vain  attempt  to  settle  the 
question  of  rights  and  jurisdiction.  He  was  the  life  and  soul  of  the  private 
suits  between  land-owners  on  the  borders  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts, 
and  New  Jersey ;  he  defended  New  York  against  the  claimants  along 
Like  Champlain  under  the  French  grants  ;  he  was  so  actively  conspicuous 
in  the  New  Hampshire  quarrels  that  the  coarse  wit  and  abuse  of  the  Ver- 
monters  were  showered  boimtifully  upon  him ;  and  he  conducted  much  of 
the  correspondence  with  the  New  York  agents  in  England.  It  was  he 
who  drew  up  a  concise  and  comprehensive  summary  of  these  agitations  in 
a  letter  to  the  celebrated  Edmund  Burke.  The  king  in  council  (in  1764) 
decided  that  the  tenitory  in  dispute  belonged  to  New  York,  and,  within 
the  next  three  years.  Duane  had  purchased  over  sixty-four  thousand  aci*es 
among  the  Vermont  hills,  and  founded  the  town  of  Duanesburg.^  And  it 
was  Duane,  who,  during  the  Revolution,  while  the  dispute  about  "  the 
grants"  perj>lexed  Congress,  was  the  main  reliance  of  New  York,  and 
[ffevented,  not  without  much  difficulty,  that  body  fixjm  yielding  to  the 
powerful  influence  of  New  England,  and  hiudei-ed  New  York  from  vindi- 
cating her  rights  by  force. 

These  disputes,  when  at  their  height,  in  1763,  nearly  fomented  a  civil 

^  Jmmes  Duane  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  1733.     HU  father  was  Anthony  Duane, 

t  pcwperouA  merchant,  and  his  mother  was  Altea,  the  daughter  of  Abraham  Kettletas.     He 

itiidied  law  in  the  office  of  James  Alexander.     He  ac4|uired  such  eminence  in  his  profession 

More  the  ReTolution  as  to  he  retained  in  many  suits,  which,  on  account  of  the  principle  in- 

^▼ed,  interested  large  masses  of  the  people  both  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  — as,  for 

QMtukce,  that  against  the  proprietors  of  East  Jersey  ;  that  between  the  (tartners  in  the  cop- 

po'-mine  company  ;  Trinity  Church  against  Flandreau  and  others  ;  Sir  James  Jay  against 

lyings  College  ;  Sohermerhom  against  the  tnistees  of  Schenectmly  ]>atent  ;  the  king  against 

liniteiiuit-GoTemor  Golden,  in   which   case  he   was   employed  for  the   defendant,  under- 

^•kmg  it  after  other  counsel  had  declinetl   througli  fear  of  Governor  Monckton,  who  was 

''•Dy  the  pUintifr  as  well  as  judge  :  the  suit  being  for  fees  received  by  Colden,  and  tried  be- 

fc«*  Moockton,  as  chancellor.     He  was  also  attorney  for  Trinity  Church  in  suits  against 

■^wden  apon  the  king's  farm,  so  noted  in  the  revivetl  clainLs  of  the  immerous  descendants 

^AaeCjeJana.     His  briefs  and  written  arguments,  in  these  and  similar  cases,  display  pro- 

"*i4  kpl  learning.     His  subsequent  career  will  appear  more  fully  in  future  chapters.     The 

■*■  Jb^bb  C.  Duane  of  Schenectady  wius  his  son.     His  oldest  daughter  married  General 

^•tk  of  Dnanesbaig  ;  his  second  daughter  man-led  (^leorge  W.  Featherstonhaugh,  an  English 

P^^Jwasn,  who  was  for  some  years  consul  at  Havre.     Another  daughter  married  Alfred  S. 

^fl  oC  Xen  York  City. 
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war.     At  the  same  time  Sir  William  Johnson  was  actively  espousing  the 
cause  of  the  Mohawks  and  German  settlers  at  Canajoharie,  in  their  chronic 
controversy  with  William  Livingston  over  the  "  planting  grounds  of  the 
Mohawks."    This  property  was  included  in  the  old  Livingston  patent  (ob- 
tained by  Philip  Livingston,  the  father  of  William),  to  which  reference 
has  already  been  made.     It  was  essential  to  a  valid  conveyance,  that  the 
sachems  of  a  whole  nation  should  affix  their  signature  in  full  council 
The  Indians  claimed  that  this  had  not  been  done,  and  collected  of  the 
Germans  who  were  settling  upon  the  land,  annual  rents  either  in  com  or 
money.     Matters  had  remained  quiet  because  of  the  war,  and  for  the 
reason  that  many  of  the  Livingston  heirs  were  minors.     Since  the  winter 
of  1762  the  settlers  had  been  repeatedly  served  with  ejectments  by  order 
of  William  Livingstoa     The  affair  was  complicated  through  the  conduct 
of  George  Klock,  a  Grerman  who  owned  a  share  in  the  patent^  and  acted 
as  agent  for  the  Livingston  claimants.     He  invited  several  of  the  Indians 
to  his  house,  and,  having  made  them  drunk,  persuaded  them  to  sign  a 
paper  acknowledging  the  legality  of  the  original  purchase,  which  he  tot- 
warded  to  the  governor.     Johnson   convened  the  Indians,  and  a  long 
examination  followed.     The  Mohawks  persisted  in  asserting  that  the  land 
had  been  stolen  from  their  grandfathers  and  privately  surveyed  in  tbe 
night ;  and  that  they  had  always  been  beguiled  and  ruined  with  liquor. 
Livingston  finally  executed  a  release,  and  the  savages  were  satisfied 

Almost  immediately  a  knotty  question  came  up  respecting  the  rich 
lands  in  the  beautiful  Wyoming  Valley.  Agents  from  Connecticut  ap- 
peared in  Albany  provided  with  £  400  in  money,  and  three  barrels  of 
pork,  expecting  to  meet  the  Mohawk  sachems,  and  enter  into  some  ami- 
cable arrangement'  The  Indians  were  determined  never  to  part  with 
those  hunting-grounds,  and  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance.  Sir  William 
Johnson  conversed  with  the  gentlemen,  who  grew  warm,  and  insisted 
upon  the  legality  of  their  title  by  virtue  of  the  old  Connecticut  claim  "as 
far  west  as  the  Pacific  Ocean,"  and  expressed  their  determination  to  settle 
the  valley  and  defend  themselves.  The  Indians  were  full  of  wrath  when 
the  rumor  reached  them,  and  another  convention  was  summoned.  Pacific 
messages  from  Governor  Fitch,  of  Connecticut^  finally  quieted  them  for 
the  time. 

But  dark  and  heavy  clouds  covered  the  western  sky.  Notwithstandii^ 
the  general  treaty  consummated  by  Sir  William  Johnson  at  Detroit  in 
1761,  there  was  a  savage  design  taking  root  to  drive  the  English  from  the 
continent.  Pontiac,  the  great  king  of  the  Ottawa  Confederacy,  was  at 
work  forming  a  league  with  the  interior  tribes,  and  in  the  sprii^  of  1763, 
fell  upon  the  garrisons  along  the  lakes  almost  simultaneously,  captonoS 
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seven  cwr  eight,  and  scalping  every  man,  woman,  and  child  to  be  found. 
In  fierce  resentment  at  the  lordly  personage  who  had  prevented*  the  Six 
Nations  from  joining  in  the  bloody  work,  Pontiac  threatened  the  life  of 
Sir  William  Johnson,  and  Johnson  Hall  was  accordingly  surrounded  with 
a  strong  stockade  flanked  by  two  stone  towers  and  guarded  by  soldiers, 
while  the  tenantry  were  promptly  armed.  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Maryland  suffered  severely  along  their  borders,  but  the  influence  of  John- 
son over  the  Mohawks  was  so  salutary  that,  with  the  exception  of  some 
slight  inclusions  into  Orange  and  Ulster  Counties,  New  York  was  left 
comparatively  unmolested. 

Monckton  returned  to  New  York  from  the  West  Indies,  but  remained 
only  for  a  brief  period,  leaving  the  government  again  in  the  hands  of 
lieutenant-Govemor  Golden.  In  March,  1763,  Horsemanden  succeeded 
Piatt  as  chief  justice  of  New  York. 

The  rapid  growth  of  Episcopacy  and  the  alarming  decrease  in  the  con- 
gr^tions  of  the  Dutch  churches  induced  the  consistory  of  the  latter 
about  this  time  to  call  a  minister  who  could  oflficiate  in  the  English  Ian- 
•j^uage.     Intermarriages  among  the  English  and  Dutch  families  had  from 
the  earliest  settlement  of  New  York  been  frequent,  and  the  educated  part 
of  the  community  understood  both  languages.     The  young  people  dis- 
liked Dutch  preaching,  and  were  constantly  straying  to  Trinity  Church. 
There  were  many,  however,  who  were  wedded  to  old  habits  and  customs, 
and  opposed  the  step  lest  it  should  involve  the  loss  of  doctrines,  mode  of 
worship,  government,  and  perhaps  the  very  name  of  the  church.     In 
order  to  harmonize  all  difficulties.  Rev.  Archibald  Laidlie  was  called, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam.     He  was  a  Scotchman, 
educated  at  Edinburgh,  and  settled  over  a  church  in  Flushing,  Zealand. 
*He  arrived  in  New  York  in  the  spring  of  1764     A  revival  of 
religion  almost  immediately  followed.    At  the  close  of  a  prayer- 
meeting  one  evening,  a  number  of  persons  gathered  about  him  saying : 
"Ah!  Dominie,  we  offered  up  many  an  earnest  prayer  in  Dutch  for 
your  coming  among  us ;  and  truly  the  Lord  has  heard  us  in  English." 

Such  as  were  blindly  attached  to  the  Dutch  language  refused  to  be 
oonnforted,  and  instituted  a  suit  in  the  civil  court,  which  was  decided 
against  them,  and  then  they  went  over  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  declar- 
ing that  if  they  must  have  English  they  would  have  all  English.^  Peter 
Van  Brugh  Livingston  said,  in  relation  to  the  innovation :  "  Had  this  hap- 
pened in  the  city  thirty  years  ago,  the  Dutch  congregation  would  have 
haen  far  more  numerous  than  it  is  now.     The  greater  half  of  Trinity 

*  Ufmmn  of  Rev,  John  Henry  Livingston,  D.  2).,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Gunn,  64,  66,  67,  Dr. 
I«Uie  WM  made  m  D.  D.  by  the  CoUege  of  Princeton. 
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Church  t'liiisiHts  of  accessions  from  the  Dutch  ijhurch."  As  for  liiiii.%lf. 
itlthun^h  hiH  iniitlK't'  was  u  I>iitr)i  huly,  »\i<\  llw  Dutch  lan^ruu^e  the  fit^t 
he  liaiE  lx>oii  tiiu;4hi  ait  a  chiM,  ami  still  siinkt.-  with  ease,  hu  could  uot  uri- 
derstaml  a  Dutch  ^uiuiod  half  as  ucll  ouc  in  Eu>;lisli,  and  of  hid  children 
he  aaiil  there  vm  uot  one  who  c<iuld  iuteipi-ct  a  st:iitciicc  in  Dutch. 

In  the  mean  time  the  lliddlc  Dutch  Chun-h  fthe  late  Xew  York 
City  Post-Ortiie)  liad  Ijeeu  iviuiHieled,  the  imljiit  rcinuvwl  to  tlit;  north 
tidin<;-l>onrd,  anil  galleries  heeii 
cast,  west,  anil  south  sidt^. 
ister  ]>rt!ached  the  first  ser- 
English  lanyiiftge  within  its 
walls,  April  15,  1704.  Fr-jiu 
vices  were  conducted  in  IkjiIi 
1803,  after  which  the  English 
used. 

Dr.  I^idlie  impressed  thi; 
nity  (a- 
anil  tbo 


was  Mun 

Wit  hi L 


tile   con- 

buihlthc 

About   ]^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^    1758  tilt- 


ti  cnnans 


Middle  Dutch  Church.  '  "     -'  ^  * 

York  City  jiur- 

cliased  an  old  huildii^  on  Xawjiiii  Stnvt,  fonnerly  useil  us  a  tlicati^r.  forj 
jtluce  of  worahip, and  estul.Iislied  tlit^ ( iennan  Itcfiinued  Chunh.  The  tint 
paator  i^ularly  callwl  was  liev.  Johan  Michuul  Kern,  a  pmiiiisiug  vi^uii^* 
divine  of  twenty-six,  who  had  t>M>n  edui-att.>il  at  the  I'niversiiy  nf  Heidcl- 
bei^  and  was  noted  for  the  cxcellcucc  of  liis  character  and  for  hi:<  mtt' 
~   "    "  n  zeal     He  ftrriveii  in  Seiitfinlsr.  17li;{.     He  fmni  the  first  timk  u 

t  in  the  affairs  of  the  new  chui'ch.  He  was  uot  Aiitistied  «ith 
■d  and  indepeudent  charautvv ;  he  told  his  elders  and  deiu'oiis  tlui 

'^f  in  church  was  dangcmus  t.i  hotli  i-hunh  and  iMistor."    He 
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did  not  rest  until  he  had  secured  the  union  of  the  church  with  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  and  Synod  of  North  Holland,  June  18, 1764.  This  brought  it 
into  connection  with  the  Refonned  Dutch  Church  of  New  York,  and 
Dominie  Kern  was  formally  installed  by  the  ministers  of  that  organiza- 
tion, January  27,  1765.  The  old  building  where  they  worshiped  was 
decayed  and  unsafe,  and  to  save  its  falling  they  took  it  down.  It  was 
rebuilt,  the  comer-stone  being  laid  by  the  young  pastor,  March  8,  1765. 
The  expense  was  more  than  the  congregation  were  able  to  meet,  there- 
fore a  discouraging  debt.  The  next  year  an  appeal  reached  the  Classis  of 
Amsterdam  for  pecuniary  aid.  It  was  two  years  before  an  answer  was 
vouchsafed.  And  this  was  the  answer :  "  Though  the  condition  and  debt 
of  your  congregation  are  understood,  and  although  all  the  circumstances 
are  moving  to  pity,  we  cannot  give  any  actual  help,  and  recommend  to 
your  church  sparingness  and  good  housekeeping'' 

William  Franklin  was  now  governor  of  New  Jersey.     He  had  been  ap- 
pointed through  the  influence  of  the  Earl  of  Bute.     He  completed  his 
legal  studies  in  England,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  prior  to  1762.     He 
abo  traveled  with  his  father  through  England,  Scotland,  Flanders,  and 
Holland  (France  was  then  closed  to  English  touiists) ;  he  was  present 
at  the  coronation  of  the  blundering  but  well-intentioned  George  III.,  en- 
joyed considerable  celebrity  through  his  dextei*ous  experiments,  and  had 
gained  many  friends  among  the  learned  and  fashionable  who  courted  his 
father's  society.     Bute  affected  literature  and  science.     He  was  a  collector 
of  books,  pictures,  and  curiosities.     He  was  fond  of  clieniistry,  and  printed 
several  volumes  of  Natural  History  for  private  circidation.     He  courted 
Dr.  Franklin,  and  they  seem  to  have  been  intimate.     In  1762  he  em- 
•  braced  the  opportunity  of  making  the  fortune  of  the  son  of  the  latter. 
Tlie  favor  was  unsolicited  on  the  part  of  the  Franklins.     \a)\\\  Halifax, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  did  not  choose  to  disregard  a  recommendation  of 
l^rd  Bute,  then  the  prime  favorite  of  the  king,  but  it  is  said  that  he  called 
the  young  gentlemai^  into  his  closet,  and  subjected  him  to  a  rigid  exam- 
iiiatiou,  before  bestowing  the  vacant  goverjiorship  upon  a  native  American 
of  only  thirty-two  inexperienced  years.     The  Penns  were  astonished  and 
enraged.    William  Alexander  (Lord  Stirling)  of  New  York  was  in  Lon- 
don  at  the  time,  and  spoke  sneeringly  of  the  appointment.     But  the 
I     people  of  New  Jersey  were  well  pleased,  and  when  he  reached  New  Bruns- 
wick, in  February,  1763,  he  was  escorted  to  the  seat  of  government  by 
** numbers  of  the  gentry  in  sleighs,  and  the  Middlesex  troop  of  hoi-se"; 
^  the  corporations  of  New  Brunswick  and  Perth  Aniboy,  the  tnistees 
^f  Princeton  College,  and  a  deputation  of  the  clergy,  presented  him  con- 
B:  I    P^tulatory  addresses. 
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The  death  of  Chief  Justice  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  in  January,  1764,  de- 
prived Franklin  of  one  of  the  ablest  counselors  in  the  province.  Smith 
(the  historian)  says  that  Morris  went  to  a  rural  dance  one  evening,  ''led 
out  the  parson's  wife,  opened  the  ball,  danced  down  six  couples,  and  fell 
dead  on  the  floor  without  a  word  or  a  groan  or  a  sigh."  Lord  Stirling, 
who  had  returned  to  New  York,  immediately  wrote,  advising  Hamilton  to 
fill  the  office  of  chief  justice  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  was  dangerous  to 
leave  it  open.  Some  unfit  person  might  be  sent  from  England.  "  If  you 
fill  it  during  pleasure,  and  reconmiend  your  appointment  to  the  king  for 
confirmation,  it  wiU  most  likely  succeed."  Among  the  few  lawyers  in 
New  Jersey  worthy  of  such  a  trust,  he  named  Charles  Reade,  Phihp 
Kearny,  James  Parker,  and  Cortlandt  Skinner.  Charles  Reade  was  the 
fortunate  candidate.  Philip  Kearny  was  an  eminent  and  wealthy  lawyer, 
who  had  filled  many  pubUc  stationa  He  lived  in  Amboy,  in  the  house 
built  by  (jovemor  Robert  Hunter,  which  was  described  as  having  the 
"  best  conveniences  of  any  house  in  town,  besides  a  good  stable  for  three 
or  four  horses,"  with  large  wine-cellar,  etc.  His  son,  Philip  Keamj, 
married  Susanna,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Watts,^  the  elder.  His  daughter 
Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  Cortlandt  Skinner.'  James  Parker  was  ap- 
pointed counselor,  in  October,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Chief  Justice  Morris.  He  was  a  man  of  remarkable  strength  and 
vigor  of  character,  and  wielded  a  healthful  influenca  His  wife  was  Ger- 
trude, the  sister  of  Cortlandt  Skinner.  She  possessed  many  of  the  gifts,  ex- 
cellences, and  striking  characteristics  of  her  Van  Cortlandt  and  Schuyler 
ancestry,  and  not  a  few  literary  memorials  of  her  have  been  preserved.' 

Meanwhile  changes  were  taking  place  in  the  cabinet  of  Greoige  III. 
Lord  Grenville  was  promoted  to  the  head  of  the  Treasury.     One  of  his 

^  PhUip,  the  son  of  Philip  Kearny  and  Susanna  Watts,  manied  his  cousin  Susan,  daoghter 
of  Hon.  John  Watts  (the  younger),  and  their  son  was  Mi^or-General  Philip  Kearny  of  the 
U.  S.  Army. 

'  The  mother  of  Cortlandt  Skinner  was  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Stephanos  Van 
Cortlandt  and  Gertrude  Schuyler  (see  page  604).  His  father  was  the  first  rector  of  St 
Peter  8  Church  in  Perth,  Amboy.  He  studied  for  the  bar  in  the  office  of  th«  distingmdwd 
David  Ogden,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey. 

'  The  children  of  James  Parker  and  Gertrude  Skinner  were,  John,  manied  Ann,  das^to' 
of  John  Lawrence  ;  Elizabeth,  died  unmarried  ;  Janet,  married  Edward  Brinley,  of  Newport, 
R.  I.  ;  Gertrude';  Susan,  died  unmarried  ;  Maria,  married  Andrew  Smyth  ;  William,  died  «>- 
manied  ;  James,  married,  1st,  Penelope,  daughter  of  Anthony  Batler,  2d,  Ottharint  Mom 
daughter  of  Samuel  Ogden,  of  Newark.  He  was  member  of  CongrMS,  and  held  many  othff 
public  offices.  His  children  were  :  James,  a  dirtingniahed  jndge  in  Ohio,  manied  Anaa, 
daughter  of  Cleaveland  A.  Forbes  ;  William,  married  Lucy  C.  Whitewell,  of  Boston  ;  Maigi* 
ret  Elizabeth,  married  William  A.  Whitehead  of  Newark  ;  Penelope,  manied  Edwaid  Dsa* 
ham  of  Brooklyn,  L.  I.  ;  and  Cortlandt  Parker,  the  celebrated  lawyer  now  residing  in  Ksv* 
ark,  married  Elizabeth  Wayne,  daughter  of  Richard  W.  Stites  of  MomstowiL 
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fint  acts  was  to  bring  the  scheme  for  taxing  the  colonies  by  means  of 
damped  paper  into  tangible  form.^  It  provoked  warm  discussions,  but 
the  king  favored  it,  and  the  majority  of  the  lords  urged  its  accom- 
plishment. GrenviUe  was  not  altogether  satisfied  in  his  own  mind  that 
it  was  just  to  tax  subjects  without  first  allowing  them  representatives ; ' 
but  he  claimed  that  his  measures  were  founded  upon  the  true  principles 
of  policy,  commerce,  and  finance.  The  laws  had  become  as  it  were 
invalidated.  He  regarded  the  colonies  merely  as  settlements  in  remote 
comers  of  the  world  for  the  improvement  of  trade.  If  the  Acts  of  Navi- 
gation were  disregarded,  then  England  was  defrauded  of  her  natural 
rigfata  The  monopoly  of  the  exclusive  trade  with  her  colonies  was  no 
wrong.'  On  the  contrary,  the  evasion  of  the  laws  in  America  was  a  theft 
upon  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  estimated 
that  of  a  million  and  a  half  pounds  of  tea  consumed  annually  in  the  colo- 
nies, not  more  than  one  tenth  part  was  sent  from  England !  Grenville's 
reformatoiy  mind  leaped  into  severe  conclusions.  Custom-house  officers 
had  been  bribed  and  corrupted,^  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  nation's 
pone ;  he  would  show  the  world  that  England  had  one  minister  who  had 
not  only  read  her  statute-book,  but  dared  enforce  her  laws. 

An  Older  sped  across  the  seas,  sending  all  officers  of  the  customs  to 
their  posts,  and  their  numbers  were  increased  Positive  instructions 
reached  them  also  to  enforce  the  Acts  of  Navigation  to  the  letter,  with 
the  warning  that  he  who  failed  or  faltered  was  to  be  instantly  dismissed 
from  the  service. 

There  had  been  no  such  energetic  and  conscientious  interpretation  of 
doty  since  the  time  of  Lord  Bellomont.     GrenviUe  would   have  inter- 

1  A  rereniie  from  stamped  paper  had  been  proposed  and  considered  many  years  previously. 
As  «rij  «•  April,  1734,  GoTemor  Cosby  suggpested  to  the  New  York  Assembly,  **  a  duty 
«gm»  fftptr  to  he  umd  in  the  Law  and  in  all  conveyances  and  deeds"  as  an  experiment 
which  might  bring  a  considerable  amount  of  money  into  the  treasury.  Journal  of  the  Asaem- 
%,  April  25,  17S4.  The  Assembly  did  not  adopt  the  measure.  In  1744  a  proposition  to 
tax  tlie  eoloniea  by  means  of  stamped  paper  was  made  by  the  aspiring  Lieutenant-Governor 
Chil»  to  Goremor  Clinton.  But  the  latter,  writing  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  on  the  13th 
of  December,  1744,  deecribes  the  people  among  whom  he  lived,  and  doubts  the  expediency 
if  tlie  piopoeed  meeenre.  -Letter  of  Oovemor  Clinton  to  Duke  of  Newcastle,  December  13, 
1741. 

*  JTaa;  Sxira-cJIeial  StaU  Papers,  11,  31.  GrenviUe  to  Knox,  September  4,  1768. 
OrmniJe  to  J.  P&wnall  Orenville  in  Cavendish,  Burkes  Speech  on  American  Taxation; 
WMa,  I.  4M. 

B  Mmmen^  V.  169.  (kmpbell,  73. 

*  Tbe  eoUector^t  cleik  of  Salem,  Sampson  Toovey,  declared,  on  oath,  that  it  was  customary 
ftr  mmtat*  of  Temelt  from  Portugal  to  give  casks  of  wine,  boxes  of  fruit,  etc.,  as  gratuity  for 

■teied  ae  curying  salt  or  ballast  only,  when  their  cargoes  were  fruit,  etc.,  and  that 
CMfeoB-Houoe  oAoer  shared  his  goodies  with  the  governor. 
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dieted  foreign  commerce,  and  excluded  every  foreign  vessel  His  policy 
was  narrow  and  restrictive.  The  merchants  of  New  York,  with  their 
broader  notions  and  their  vessels  traversing  the  ocean,  regarded  the 
sheltered  harbor  and  the  miles  of  safe  anchorage  in  deep  water  along  the 
shores  of  Manhattan  Island,  which  invited  the  commerce  of  the  tropical 
islands,  of  continents,  and  of  the  world,  with  a  prouder  sense  of  possession 
than  ever  before,  and  nurtured  the  spirit  of  antagonism  ywhich  had  long 
since  taken  root,  but  which  now  sprang  into  rank  and  rapid  growth. 

Grenville  foresaw  difficulties.  Hence  he  invoked  the  whole  force  of  the 
king  to  assist  the  revenue  officers.  He  ordered  the  governoi-s  in  each  of 
the  provinces  to  make  the  suppression  of  illicit  trade  —  the  forbidden 
trade  with  foreign  countries  —  the  constant  and  immediate  object  of  their 
care.  He  directed  all  officers,  civil,  military,  and  naval,  in  America  and 
the  West  Indies  to  co-operate  ;  the  commander-in-chief  in  America  must 
place  troops  at  the  service  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  whenever  desired. 
The  king  in  council  sanctioned  the  arrangement 

Admiral  Colville  was  appointed  commander-in-chief  of  the  naval  forces 
on  the  coasts  of  America,  and  each  of  bis  captains  was  fortified  with  a 
custom-house  commission,  and  authority  to  enter  harbors  and  seize  sus- 
pected persons  or  cargoes.  Stimulated  by  the  prospect  of  large  emolu- 
ments, they  pounced  upon  American  property  as  they  would  have  gone  in 
war  in  (^uest  of  prizas.  Their  acts  presently  became  as  illegal  as  they  were 
oppressive.  There  was  no  redres.s.  An  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council 
was  costly,  difficult,  and  attended  with  tiggravating  and  harassing  delays. 

The  long  and  bloody  war  with  the  Indians,  which  had  desolated  the 
Ohio  Valley,  Western  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  even  reddened  the 
waters  of  the  Delaware,  abated  with  the  going  out  of  the  year  1763.  The 
French  interfered,  sent  kindly  messages  to  the  infuriated  chiefs,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  checking  their  fierce  wrath  and  hate  towards  the  English.  lu 
a  few  months  a  definite  treaty  was  signed,  and  the  borders  once  more  at 
peace. 

But  the  country  beyond  the  Alleghanies  was  not  to  be  peopled,  so  said 
the  blind  Ministry.  Colonies  so  far  remote  might  not  be  easy  to  con- 
trol. Let  the  strip  of  land  l)eyond  the  i)resent  frontiers,  "  quite  to  the 
Mississippi,  !«  a  desert  for  the  Indians  to  hunt  in  and  inhabit"* 

The  iinix)ssibility  of  restraining  Americans  from  peopling  the  western 
wilderness  wjxs  quickly  apparent.  In  defiance  of  proclamations  and  reit- 
erated royjil  mandates,  adventurers  were  constantly  pushing  beyond  the 
l)oundciries  and  discovering  wide  and  rich  meadows  and  beautiful  moun- 
tains, and  stalling   plantiitions.     There  was  fascination    in  hunting  fur 

»  Baiwroft,  V.  168,  164.     Lord  BarringUnCt  Narrativt. 
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fiesh  lands,  and  there  was  personal  freedom  in  cutting  down  forests  and 
building  log-houses.     To  be  a  free-holder  was  the  ruling  passion  of  the  age. 

Grenville  made  a  show  of  what  he  called  "  tenderness  "  to  the  Ameri- 
can colonies,  by  postponing  the  stamp  tax  for  a  time.  He  also  attempted 
to  reconcile  America  to  the  proposed  regulation.  He  argued  the  ques- 
tion M-ith  the  agents  from  the  colonies,  and  tf)ld  them  it  was  highly  reason- 
able for  dependencies  to  contribute  towai-ds  the  charge  of  protecting 
themselves,  and  no  other  tax  was  so  easy  and  equitable  as  a  stamp  tax, 
or  as  certain  of  collection  ;  if,  however,  any  other  mode  of  taxation  would 
be  more  convenient,  and  of  equal  eflScacy,  he  would  consider  a  proposi- 
tion. 

Vigorous  and  maidy  pens  and  voices  were  lifted  against  the  measure 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  colonies.  New  York  told  England 
through  her  press,  If  the  colonist  is  taxed  without  his  consent,  he  imll,  per- 
haps, seek  a  ctiange.  New  York  had,  ever  since  the  acquittal  of  John 
Peter  Zenger,  in  1735,  maintained  a  free  press,  and  otherwise  led  America.* 
New  York  had  already  been  stricken  dangerously  through  her  commerce, 
and  another  blow  might  prove  fatal. 

Never  was  the  arrival  of  an  English  packet  awaited  with  more  feverish 
interest  in  New  York,  than  in  the  spring  of  1764.     It  came  in 
June.     The  famous  Stamp  Act,  of  which  the  world  has  heard  so  ^'**' 

*  In  1 760  New  York,  by  the  protection  of  the  crew  of  the  Sampacni^  expressed  her.  abhor- 
rnice  of  the  impressment  of  seamen,  and  in  1764  betrayed  a  similar  spirit  of  independence 
hr  the  release  of  four  fishermen.  The  account  of  the  latter  occurrence  appeared  in  Holt's 
New  York  Gazette  and  Weekly  Post-Boy,  July  12,  1764  :  "We  hear  that  on  Tuesday  last 
[iuly  10]  four  fishermen  who  supply  the  Markets  in  this  (.'ity,  were  j>resseil  from  on  board 
their  VeaseU,  and  carried  on  board  a  Tender  from  Halifax,  belonging  to  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships  on  that  Station  ;  And  yesterday  morning  [July  11]  when  the  Captain  of  the  Tender 
fame  on  shore  in  his  Barg<^,  a  mob  suddenly  assembled  and  seizetl  the  Boat,  but  offered  no 
Injury  to  the  Captain,  who,  it  is  said,  publicly  declare*!  he  gave  no  such  orders,  and  offered 
to  release  the  Fishermen,  and  going  into  the  ( 'offeo-house  \*Tote  and  delivered  an  Order  for 
that  porpose.  Meanwhile  the  mob  with  great  shouting,  dragged  the  Ik)at  thro'  the  streets 
to  the  middle  of  the  Green  in  the  Fields  [Citf/  Hall  Park,]  where  they  burned  and  destroyed 
her,  and  dispersed  as  suddenly  as  they  met,  without  doing  any  other  mischief ;  some  of  the 
Company  went  on  board  the  Tender  with  the  Ca])tain'8  nrd4'r  and  brought  the  Fishermen  on 
Shore.  Tlie  Magistrates,  as  soon  as  they  had  notice,  sent  to  disperse  the  mob  and  secure  the 
Boat,  hot  the  business  was  finished  before  they  could  interpose.  The  Court  met  in  the  after- 
noon, bat  were  unable  to  discover  any  of  the  Persons  concerned  in  the  Mischief. 

"There  was  method  in  the  movements  of  this  mob  which  so  suddenht  assembled  and  dragged 
a  boat  through  the  streets  from  the  foot  of  Wall  Street  to  the  City  Hall  Park,  —  under  the  very 
BOKsof  the  military  who  occupie<l  the  Barracks  on  the  lino  of  Chambers  Street,  —  where  they 
bamed  it*  and  then  dispersed  as  suddnily  as  they  met,  and  no  one  knew  or  would  tell  the 
magistrates  who  they  were  or  whither  they  went  It  is  not  improbable  but  that  there  existed 
at  that  time  an  organized  bo<ly  of  minute-men  who  assembled  on  signal,  and  retired  to  theif 
•erenl  oocnpatioiis  without  fear  of  betrayal  by  their  neighbors."  —  Dawson. 
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much,  and  from  which  it  is  still  reaping  so  boontifiil  a  hanrest,  had  acta- 
aUy  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons.  The  atmoapheie  was 
at  once  chained,  as  it  were,  with  angry  resentment  "  I  will  wear  nothing 
but  homespun,''  exclaimed  ona  "  I  wiU  stop  drinking  wine,"  echoed 
another,  amazed  that  wine  must  pay  a  new  duty.  ''I  propose,"  cried 
a  third,  "  that  we  dress  in  sheep-skins  with  the  wool  on."  Judge  Rob- 
ert R  Livingston,^  of  Clermont,  exclaimed :  "  It  appears  plainly  that 
these  duties  are  only  the  b^inning  of  evils.  The  stamp  duty,  they  tell 
us,  is  deferred  till  they  see  whether  the  colonies  will  take  the  yoke  upon 
themselves,  and  ofiTer  something  else  as  certain.  They  talk,  too,  of  a  land 
tax,  and  to  us  the  Ministry  seems  to  be  running  mad." 

Three  months  later  news  reached  New  Yoric  that  the  king  in  council 
had  dismembered  New  Hampshire,  and  thrown  into  New  York  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  Connecticut  River.  "  We  are  tried  in  Council  about  lands 
worse  than  ever,"  wrote  John  Watts.  "  It  has  been  done  without  deter- 
mining property ;  New  Hampshire  had  granted  a  prodigious  deal  of  it, 
and  the  proprietors  think  altering  jurisdiction,  neither  should  nor  can 
alter  property  ;  those  who  obtain  emoluments  by  r^;nLnting  think  other- 
wise. Some  to  secure  a  title  at  all  events  renew  their  grants.  Some 
are  sulky  and  will  not  Many  are  poor  and  cannot"  It  was  thought 
this  would  circumscribe  republicanism  in  New  England,  for  Otis  and 
others  were  speaking  bold  words  concerning  the  impending  stamp-tax. 
The  views  of  Otis  were  printed  and  sent  to  the  Massachusetts  agent  in 
Londoa  They  were  reprinted  there.  "  The  man  is  mad,"  exclaimed  one 
of  the  ministers.  "  What  then  ? "  said  Lord  Mansfield, "  one  madman  often 
makes  many.  Massaniello  was  mad ;  nobody  doubted  it ;  yet  for  all  that 
he  overturned  the  government  of  Naplea"  Boston  was  even  then  sign- 
ing a  covenant  to  eat  no  lamb,  in  order  to  encourage  the  growth  and 
manufacture  of  wool;  and  men  everywhere  were  entering  into  solemn 
agreement  to  use  no  single  article  of  British  manufacture,  not  even  to 
wear  black  clothes  for  mourning. 

The  English  statesmen  pinned  their  faith  to  the  superior  loyalty  of 

• 

^  Judge  Robert  R.  Livingston  (the  same  of  whom  mention  has  been  made,  page  598)  and 
Margaret  Beekman  had  ten  children,  four  sons  and  six  dangfaten.  Janet,  bom  in  174^ 
married  General  Richard  Montgomen',  the  hero  of  Quebec  ;  Robert  R.,  bom  in  1746,  was  the 
celebrated  chancellor  of  New  York  ;  Margaret,  bom  1 748,  married  Thomas  TiUotaon  of  Rhine- 
beck  ;  Henry  R.,  bom  in  1750,  was  a  colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  Army  ;  Catharine,  boni  in 
1752,  married  Rev.  Freeborn  Garretson  of  Maryland,  one  of  the  [noneers  of  the  Methodkt 
Church  in  this  country  ;  John  K.,  bom  in  1755,  was  a  prominent  merchant ;  Gertnide,  bora 
in  1757,  married  the  celebrated  general,  politician,  governor,  and  judge,  Moigpui  Ijewis ;  Jo- 
anna, bom  in  1759,  marrie<l  the  stirring  politician  Peter  R.  Uvingston  ;  Alkla,  bom  in  1761, 
married  the  distinguished  General  John  Armstrong,  Minister  to  France,  Secretary  of  War. 
etc  ;  Edward,  bom  in  1764,  was  the  celebrated  mayor  of  New  Yoik,  law-giT«r,  author,  and 
statesman,  who  died  in  1836, 
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New  York ;  and  yet  no  colony  was  more  impatient  of  control,  and  no- 
where was  the  spirit  of  resistance  at  that  moment  so  strong.     The  mer- 
chants had  been  stung  with  the  obstacles  interposed  in  the  way  of  their 
business,  through  the  enforcement  of  obsolete,  and,  in  their  opinion,  un- 
just laws,  and  the  great  landowners  regarded  arbitrary  taxation  as  abso- 
lutely irreconcilable  with  their  rights  as  British  subjects  and  men.     Of 
such  elements  was  the  Assembly  composed.     This  body  convened  in  Sep- 
tember.    Among  its  members  were  Philip  Livingston,  the  eminent  mer- 
chant, John  Cruger,  Leonard  Lispenard,  Frederick  Philipse,  second  lord 
of  Philipse  Manor,  Philip  Verplanck,  William  Bayard,  Peter  De  Lancey, 
Daniel  Kissam,  Henry  Livingston,  Judge  Robert  R.  Livingston,  and  oth- 
ers of  broad  intelligence  and  sterling  merit.     It  was  in  no  humor  to  wait 
for  concert  of  action  among  the  colonies.     It  plunged  straight  into  the 
veiy  heart  of  the  wrong.     It  adopted  a  memorial  addressed  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  declaring,  in  bold  but  courteous  language,  that 
"  the  people  of  New  York  nobly  disdained  the  thought  of  claiming  liberty 
as  a  privilege  " ;  but  founded  the  exemption  from  ungranted  and  compul- 
8ory  taxes,  upon  an  honorable,  solid,  and  stable  basis,  and  challenged  it, 
and  gloried  in  it  as  their  right ;  and,  wielding  a  blade  of  exquisite  temper. 
New  York,  through  her  proud,  impulsive  Legislature,  peremptorily  de- 
manded a  voice  and  vote  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs. 

On  the  same  day  a  committee  was  appointed  to  correspond  with  Rob- 
ert Charles,  the  agent  of  New  York  in  England,  of  which  Judge  Robert 
R  Livingston  was  made  chairman.  This  committee  was  instructed  to  cor- 
respond also,  during  the  recess  of  the  House,  "  with  the  several  Assem- 
blies, or  committees  of  Assemblies  on  this  continent,"  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Act  commonly  called  the  Sugar  Act ;  and  concerning  the  Act  re- 
straining paper  bills  of  credit  in  the  colonies  from  being  legal  tender ; 
and  the  several  other  Acts  of  Parliament  lately  passed  with  relation  to 
the  trade  of  the  Northern  colonies ;  and  specially  of  the  dangers  which 
flircaten  the  colonies  of  being  taxed  by  laws  passed  in  Great  Britain."  ^ 

Each  of  the  other  colonies  admitted  the  supremacy  of  Parliament, 
and  maintained  the  duty  of  obedience  to  its  acts,  however  erroneous,  until 
repealed  Massachusetts  was  stirred  to  a  defense  of  chartered  privileges. 
Kew  York  had  neither  "  chartered  privileges  "  or  "  vested  rights  "  to  con- 
tend for,  and  firmly  declared,  from  the  very  first,  that  she  "  would  con- 
*i<fcr  a  violation  of  her  rights  and  privileges,  even  by  Parliament,  an  act 
of  tyranny;  and  would  abhor  the  power  which  might  inflict  it;  and  as 
■^n  as  able  cast  it  oflT,  or  perhaps  try  to  obtain  better  terms  from  some 
^^  power."     Illustrious  writers  have  from  time  to  time  ably  discussed 

^  JtmrnaU  oftht  Aaaemhly.    Bancroft,     Dawson, 
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the  question  as  to  whether  Massachusetts  or  Virginia  originated  the  Sevo- 
lutiooary  Committees  of  Correspondence.  It  has  not  been  the  habit  ot 
New  York  to  enter  into  fields  of  controversy  upon  such  subjects.  But  the 
records  of  her  Assembly  dispose  of  the  matter.  The  above  Committee  of 
Correspondence  was  appointed  by  New  York,  six  years  before  Massachu- 
setts immortalized  herself  in  that  direction,  and  nine  yeare  in  advance  of 
Virginia. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Colden  was  a  conscientious  servant  of  the  crown. 
He  was  no  favorite  among  the  magnates  of  New  York.     There  was  some- 
thing in  his  nature  which  sti.iiu- 
lated  opposition.     He  was  ^^p<t 
and  exacting,  and  set  like  flint  Id 
his   own   opinions.     He  bad  al- 
ways been  more  of  a  scholar  than 
a  statesman ; '  be  now  seemed  imly 
zealous  to  promote  the  inteiest? 
of  the   king     There   was   little 
confidence  Hnd  harmony  between 
him  and  the  Council.     He  rarely 
saw  any  of  the  gentlemen  except 
at  formal  meetings.     John  Watu, 
polished,  witty.and  sarcastic,  wrote 
to  Monckton,  "  O,  how  we  pant 
fora  new  governor's  arrival !  e\en 
though  he  should   be  as  hot  as 
pepper-pot  itself,  't  is  better  than 
the  venomous  stream  we  at  pres- 
ent drink  from."     Oliver  I>e  I-ancey  wrote  to  Monckton,  thankii^  him 
tor  jttenti<m  to  Itis  boys,  who  were  in  England  at  school,  and  added :  "  I 
am  truly  concerned  that  the  present  Ministry  have  such  despotic  influ- 
ence in  Parliament  as  to  carr}'  measures  that  must  bring  )mme<liat«  dis- 
tn;ss  on  this  conntry,  and  consequently  so  on  our  mother  country.    The 
situation  we  are  in  with   Mr.  Colden  is  deplorable,  but  cant  last  lonp. 
Government  really  suffers  disreputation  in  such  hands." 

>  Gulian  C.  Vrrplanck,  wriling  of  C&dwallader  Colden,  nji :  "  For  the  great  Tvirt;  ud 
extent  of  tiia  leaniitig,  bis  unweariefl  research,  his  talents,  and  the  |iaUic  Bphcre  whicf 
tilled,  hr  may  juHtly  t<e  placed  in  high  rank  among  the  distiogaiihed  men  of  his  tii 
Amongthe  |irn1iii't9  of  hifl industry  were:  "Ohservatioai  on  UieTtaJeof  New  York";  "AnAr- 
count  of  (hi'  <  'limatv  of  Ne»  York  "  :  "  Hcmorial  concerning  the  Fur-Trade  of  Kew  Totk  ii 
172* '■  ;  ■'Histarj-ofthc  Five  Nations  "■  ;  "  State  of  the  Unds  in  the  Pro»ince  rf  New  Tort  "  : 
"  Reports  on  the  Soil,  flimstp,  etc.,  of  New  York  "  ;  "  A  Botanical  De«:Tiption  of  Amnioi 
Plants"  ;  "  ObscnHtioiis  on  Ferers  "  ;  • '  OWrvations  On  Ttuoat  Diatetnpera "  1  "BepofU« 
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Golden  wrote  to  the  Lords  of  the  faithfulness  with  which  he  had  inves- 
tigated the  "  illicit  trade  "  of  New  York.  He  said,  since  so  many  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  had  been  cruising  on  the  coast,  the  trade  in  teas  and  gun- 
powder from  Holland  and  Hamburg  had  been  effectually  suppressed ;  it 
was  suspected,  however,  that  tea  in  small  quantities  was  imported  from 
the  Dutch  West  India  Islands,  the  vessels  running  into  creeks  and  har- 
bors, not  navigable  for  ships  of  war,  all  along  the  New  Jersey  shore  be- 
tween Sandy  Hook  and  Delaware  Bay,  and  northward,  on  the  Sound, 
where  there  were  many  such  harbors.  He  suggested  that  if  ships  were 
kept  continually  cruising  above  and  below  Sandy  Hook  it  would  be 
difficult  even  for  small  vessels  coming  from  sea  to  escape  them.^  He  re- 
ported the  New  York  Custom-House  officers  as  very  diligent.  He  said 
the  merchants  complained  bitterly  that  the  same  vigilance  was  not  main- 
tained at  the  other  ports ;  the  merchants  elsewhere  on  the  seaboard  were 
thus  enabled  to  undersell  them.  Captain  Kennedy  was  mentioned  as  in 
port  with  the  CoverUri/y  and  about  to  purchase  a*  swift  running  sloop,  with 
which  to  "  look  into  and  examine  the  creeks  and  small  harbors  within  his 
station." 

In  the  midst  of  the  commotion  about  taxation.  Golden  insisted  upon 
the  light  of  appeals  from  the  common  law  courts  of  the  province  tm  the 
governor  and  Gouncil,  and  finally  to  the  king.  It  had  been  usual  to  bring 
questions  concerning  the  law  and  the  practice  in  these  courts,  by  writs  of 
ffTor, before  the  governor  and  Council  and  the  king  for  final  adjudication; 
bat  never  until  now,  had  an  appeal  —  by  which  the  entire  merits  of  the 
action,  as  well  as  the  law  and  the  action  of  the  courts  thereon,  could  be 
reviewed  —  been  entertained  by  the  provincial  government.  The  judges 
refiued  to  admit  such  appeals.  The  lawyers  declared  them  absolutely  un- 
oonstitotionaL  Chief  Justice  Horsemanden  made  a  speech  in  Council  giv- 
ing his  reasons  for  refusing  an  appeal,  which  was  printed  and  circulated, 
to  the  infinite  resentment  of  Golden.  The  latter  talked  about  suspending 
the  chief  justice,  but,  knowing  the  temper  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  Coun- 
cil, and  despairing  of  their  concurrence,  referred  the  matter  to  the  king.^ 

Uk  State  of  IndUn  Affain,  1751  '*  ;  **  Principles  of  Action  in  Matt«r,  and  the  Motion  of  the 
Pbnrta**  ;  **  ATreatifle  on  the  Cure  of  Cancer"  ;  **  An  Essay  on  the  Virtues  of  the  Plant 
called  the  Gwat  Water  Dock  **  ;  **  Observations  on  Smith's  History  of  New  York  ** ;  "  An^ 
iBtradnctum  to  the  Study  of  Philosophy  "  ;  "An  Inquiry  into  the  Principles  of  Vital  Mo- 
twi-  ;  "  A  Translation  of  the  Letters  of  Cicero  "  ;  "An  Inquiry  into  the  Operation  of  Intel- 
lert  mofig  Animals  "  ;  *'  Of  the  Essential  Properties  of  Light "  ;  **  An  Introduction  to  the 
of  Phyiie  "  ;  and  a  great  variety  of  other  papers  on  public  affairs,  and  scientific  sub- 
;  alio  an  immense  correspondence  ¥rith  the  most  distinguished  scholars  of  the  agt*  in 
Earopeand  America. 
'  Lie^iUmeml'Gcwrnor  Cotdm  to  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  October  9,  1764, 
45 
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Judge  Robert  B.  Livingston,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  bench  by 
Governor  Monckton,  wrote  to  the  latter,  that  he  was  confident  Golden  had 
misinterpreted  the  royal  instructions;  he  believed  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Ministry  that  New  York  should  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  that  those  laws  were  better  known  and  more  strictly  adhered 
to  in  New  York  than  any  other  province.  He  could  see  no  possible 
advantage  to  the  crown  from  such  irregular  practice.  "It  is  certainly 
better,"  said  he,  "that  causes  should  be  determined  before  those  who 
make  the  law  their  study,  than  that  the  time  of  the  governor  and  CJouncil 
should  be  taken  up  with  private  concerns." 

Golden  complained  of  the  dangerous  combination  which  existed  be- 
tween the  bench  and  the  bar  of  New  York  He  wrote  to  the  Lords  that 
before  the  administration  came  into  his  hands  the  profession  of  the  law  had 
been  encouraged,  and  had  now  gained  pernicious  influence.  The  judges 
and  principal  lawyers  were  proprietors  of  extravagant  grants  of  land,  or 
connected  with  such  by  marriage.  They  labored  to  excite  popular  dissat- 
isfaction and  tumults,  until  it  was  no  marvel  that  the  people  thought 
they  could  intimidate  a  governor,  and  were  so  foolish  as  to  attempt  to  play 
a  similar  game  upon  the  king's  ministers  and  the  British  Parliament^ 

Judge  Robert  R  Livingston  said  "  the  affair  might  have  been  managed 
with  much  less  noise,  if  Golden*s  fondness  for  showing  himself  in  law 
matters,  superior  to  the  whole  body  of  the  law  had  permitted."*  He, 
Golden,  spoke  of  juries  with  contempt,  represented  lawyers  as  r^anl- 
ing  oidy  their  own  interests,  said  judges  were  fond  of  power;  and  he 
treated  the  Council  contemptuously  because  they  differed  widely  from 
him  in  their  judgments. 

Watts  \*TC)te  to  Monckton,  that  the  Gouncil  had  been  accused  by  the 
"  old  mischief-maker  "  of  opposing  prerogatives,  king's  instructions,  etc. : 
but  that  the  iK)iiit  rested  upon  the  tnie  legal  meaning  of  an  instruction, 
upon  which  solemn  advice  had  been  takea     The  opinion  expressed  by 
the  whole  body  of  law  in  New  York,  had  been  supported  by  the  opinion 
of  the  chief  justice  and  lawyers  of  both  Philadelphia  and  New  Jersey. 
"  Greater  testimonies  were  not  to  be  obtained  on  this  side  of  the  water."* 
Referring  to  Golden,  he  said,  "  the  old  body  was  always  disliked  enough, 
but  now  the  people  would  prefer  Beelzebub  himself  to  him.     Whatever 
be  right,  I  wish  the  old  fellow  had  had  more  sense  than  to  bring  such 
a  critical  thing  into  dispute  in  these  sore  times.     It  could  easily  have 

^  The  petitions  and  roemoriaLs  that  were  sent  to  England  by  the  New  York  Assembly 
never  seen  bv  ('olden. 
2  Robcrl  R.  Livingston  to  OenercU  Monckton^  February  28,  1766. 
s  JVaUs  to  ManckUm,  January  28,  1765. 
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been  avoided ;  there  never  was  a  precedent  since  the  colony  was  settled, 
but,  like  Satan,  he  would  damn  himself  and  his  posterity  to  appear  great, 
which  he  thinks  such  controversies  make  him,  having  an  unbounded 
opinion  of  his  own  parts,  and  being  ready  to  sink  all  America,  right  or 
wrong,  for  prerogative." 

William  Smith,  Jr.,  wrote  to  Monckton,  that  the  "  unseasonable  attempt 
of  Golden  to  introduce  an  innovation  had  inflamed  the  whole  country.*'  ^ 
The  people  believed  the  crown  was  aiming  to  deprive  them  of  their  mo.st 
valuable  rights.  Smith  said  it  was  vividly  remembered  that  in  Clinton's 
time  Golden  had  been  voted  an  enemy  to  New  York ;  and  now  he  was 
the  object  of  suspicion  and  cordial  hatred. 

The   debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
Stamp  Act  was  spirited  and  obstinate.     It  had  been  represented   itea. 
to  the  king  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  December  11,  1764,  that  the    ^«^- 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  through  its  votes  in  June,  and  the  Assem- 
bly of  New  York,  by  its  address  to  Golden  in  September,  had  been  guilty 
"  of  the  most  indecent  respect  to  the  Legislature  of  Great  Britain."     The 
Privy  Council  reported  this  **  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  consequence  to 
the  kingdom."     The  American  question  was  presented  by  George  III.  on 
opening  the  session,  January  10,  as  one  of  "  obedience  to  the  laws  and 
respect  for  the  legislative  authority  of  the  kingdom." 

The  Ministry  resolved  to  be  temperate  but  firm,  and  werc  complacently 
confident  Grenville  listened  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  American 
agents  in  London,  and  abounded  in  gentle  words.  "  Preserve  modera- 
tion" he  said.  "Resentments  indecently  expressed  on  one  side  of  the 
water  will  naturally  produce  resentments  on  the  other.  I  take  no  pleas- 
ure in  bringing  upon  myself  the  wrath  of  the  colonists,  but  it  is  the  duty 
of  my  office  to  manage  the  revenue." 

Some  of  the  Lords  scoffed  at  the  idea  of  American  representation, 
while  Grenville  secretly  resolved  to  propose  it  indirectly.  Others  de- 
clared that  America  was  as  virtually  represented  in  Parliament  as  the 
great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain.  Beckford,  a  member 
of  Parliament  for  London,  a  friend  of  Pitt,  and  himself  a  large  owner  of 
Vest  India  estates,  declared  boldly  that  "  taxing  America  for  the  sake  of 
'Waing  a  revenue  would  never  do."  Barr^,  the  companion  and  friend  of 
Volfe,and  sharer  of  the  dangers  and  glories  of  Quebec,  taunted  the  House 
^th  ignorance  of  American  affairs,  which  brought  Townshend,  the  reputed 
^^^t  of  American  affairs,  quickly  to  his  feet.  At  the  close  of  an  exhaus- 
tive argument  concerning  the  equity  of  taxation,  as  proposed,  he  said,  "will 
these  American  children,  planted  by  our  care,  nourished  by  our  indulgence 

)  WiUiam  Smith,  Jr,,  to  Monckton,  January  25,  1765. 
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to  strength  and  opulence,  and  protected  by  our  arms,  grudge  to  contribute 
their  mite  to  relieve  us  from  the  heavy  burden  under  which  we  lie  ? " 
Barr^  responded,  with  eyes  emitting  fire,  and  outstretched  arm :  — 

''  TheyplanUd  by  tour  care  !  No ;  your  oppression  planted  them  in  America. 
They  fled  from  your  tyranny  to  a  then  uncultivated,  inhospitable  couDtry; 
where  they  exposed  themselves  to  almost  all  the  hardships  to  which  homan 
nature  is  liable,  and  among  others  to  the  cruelties  of  a  savage  foe,  the  most 
subtle,  and  I  will  take  it  upon  me  to  say,  the  most  formidable,  of  any  people 
upon  the  face  of  God's  earth ;  and  yet,  actuated  by  principles  of  true  English 
liberty,  they  met  such  hardships  with  pleasure,  compared  with  those  they 
suffered  in  their  own  country,  from  the  hands  of  those  who  should  be  their 
friends.  They  nourished  by  your  indulgence/  They  grew  by  your  neglect  of 
them.  As  soon  as  you  began  to  care  about  them,  that  care  was  exercised  in 
sending  persons  to  rule  them  in  one  department  and  another,  who  were,  perhaps 
the  deputies  of  deputies  to  some  members  of  this  house,  sent  to  spy  out  their 
liberties,  to  misrepresent  their  actions,  and  to  prey  upon  them,  —  men  whose 
behavior  on  many  occasions  has  caused  the  blood  of  those  sons  op  ubertt  to 
recoil  within  them ;  men  promoted  to  the  highest  seats  of  justice ;  some  who, 
to  my  knowledge,  were  glad,  by  going  to  a  foreign  country,  to  escape  being 
brought  to  the  bar  of  a  court  of  justice  in  their  own.  They  protected  by  tour 
arms  !  They  have  nobly  taken  up  arms  in  your  defense ;  have  exerted  a  valor, 
amidst  constant  and  laborious  industry,  for  the  defense  of  a  country  whose  fron- 
tier was  drenched  in  blood,  while  its  interior  parts  yielded  all  its  little  savings 
to  your  emolument.  And  believe  me, —  remember  I  this  day  told  you  8<>, —  the 
same  spirit  of  freedom  which  actuated  that  people  at  first  will  accompany  them 
still.  But  prudence  forbids  me  to  explain  myself  further.  God  knows  I  <io 
not  at  this  time  si)eak  from  motives  of  party  heat ;  what  I  deliver  are  the  genu- 
ine sentiments  of  my  heart.  However  superior  to  me  in  general  knowledge  and 
experience  the  respectable  body  of  this  house  may  ,be,  yet  I  claim  to  know  more 
of  America  than  most  of  you,  having  seen  and  been  conversant  in  that  country. 
The  i)eople,  I  believe,  are  as  truly  loyal  as  any  sulyects  the  king  has ;  but  a 
people  jealous  of  their  liberties,  and  who  will  vindicate  them,  if  ever  they  should 
be  violated.     But  the  subject  is  too  delicate ;   I  will  say  no  more." 

It  was  an  unpremeditated  speech,  and  was  only  regarded  by  the  mem- 
bers at  the  time  as  a  solid  hit  at  ToA^Tishend ;  but  the  remainder  of  the 
debate  seemed  languid,  and  at  midnight  the  House  adjourned  In  the 
gallery  sat  Jared  IngersoU,  the  agent  of  Connecticut,  who,  delighted  with 
Barry's  sentiments,  sent  a  report  of  his  speech  to  New  London,  where  it 
was  printed  in  the  newspapers  of  the  town.  May  had  not  shed  its  blos- 
soms before  the  wonls  of  Barr^  were  in  every  village  and  hamlet  in  Amer- 
ica    Midsummer  found  them  distributed  through  Canada  in  French. 
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And  the  name,  Sons  of  Liberty,  which  had  fallen  so  naturally  from  his 
lips,  rang  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other. 

The  petitions  of  the  colonists  and  the  eflbrts  of  their  agents  were  of  no 
avail  The  tide  was  irresistible.  "  We  might,"  said  Franklin, "  as  well 
have  hindered  the  sun's  setting."  On  the  27th  of  February  the  Stamp 
Act  passed  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  to  take  effect  on  the  first 
day  of  the  next  November.  On  the  8th  of  March,  the  bill  was  agreed 
to  by  the  Lords  without  having  encountered  an  amendment,  debate, 
protest,  division,  or  dissentient  vote.*  At  that  moment  the  king  was  ill ; 
absolutely  insane.  As  he  could  not  ratify  the  Act  in  person,  the  royal 
assent  was  obtained  by  commission  ;  the  bit  of  parchment  bore  the  sign 
of  his  hand,  scrawled  in  the  flickering  light  of  a  clouded  reason.  And 
that  was  what  gave  validity  to  the  instrument. 

The  stamped  paper  was  duly  prepared.  Grenville  adopted  what  he  es- 
teemed the  soothing  policy  of  selecting  the  principal  stamp-officers  from 
among  the  Americans  themselves  ;  and  they  were  duly  qualified.  "  Now, 
gentlemen,"  said  he, "  take  the  business  intiD  your  own  hands ;  you  will  see 
how  and  where  it  pinches,  and  will  certainly  let  us  know  it ;  in  which 
ose  it  shall  be  eased." 

It  was  generally  believed,  even  by  the  American  agents,  that  the  stamp 
tax  would  be  peacefully  levied.  No  one  imagined  the  colonies  would 
think  of  disputing  the  matter  with  Parliament  at  the  point  of  the  sword. 
Ods  and  Fiteh  and  Hutchinson  had  all  admitted  the  right  of  Parlia- 
ment to  tax,  and  had  said,  "  If  the  Act  becomes  a  law  we  have  nothing 
to  do  but  submit"  Franklin  wrote  from  London,  "  It  will  fall  par- 
ticularly hard  on  us  lawyers  and  printers,"  never  doubting  it  would  go 
into  effect. 

The  statesmen  of  England  were  jubilant.  No  tax  was  ever  laid  with 
more  general  approbation  at  the  last.  The  Act  seemed  sure  to  enforce  it- 
self. Unless  stamps  were  used  marriages  would  be  null,  notes  of  hand 
valueless,  ships  at  sea  prizes  to  the  fii*st  captors,  suits  at  law  impossible, 
transfers  of  real  estate  invalid,  inheritances  irreclaimable. 

The  news  was  received  in  America  with  disgust.  "  This  single  stroke 
has  lost  Great  Britain  the  affection  of  all  her  colonies ;  what  can  be  ex- 
pected but  discontent  for  a  while,  and  in  the  end  open  opposition  ? "  wrote 
'William  Smith,  Jr.  "  The  task  may  seem  easier  in  theory  than  prove  in 
the  execution ;  I  cannot  conceive  there  will  be  silver  or  gold  enough  in 
the  colonies  to  carry  this  Act  through,"  wrote  John  Watts. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  association  known  as  the  Sons  of  Liberty 
organized,  and  extended  from  Massachusetts  to  South  Carolina.     New 

»  Bancroft,  V.  247. 
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York  was  the  central  point  from  which  communications  were  despatched 
The  post-offices  were  under  the  control  of  the  government,  and  as  the  ut- 
most secrecy  was  esteemed  essential,  special  messengers  carried  intelli- 
gence on  all  extraordinary  occasions,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  insure 
harmony  in  action.  An  agent  in  England  furnished  information  of  what 
was  transpiring  across  the  water. 

Outwardly  New  York  remained  quiet.     New  England  was  slow  to 
anger,  and  the  States  farther  south  appeared  to  acquiesce.     But  it  was 
the  quiet  which  precedes  the  storuL     While  consternation  took  possession 
of  men's  minds  all  along  the  American  sealxmrd,  and   threadbare  and 
patched  coats  became  the  fashion,  an  American  a)ngress  was  proposed  by 
Otis,  without  consent  of  the  king,  to  deliberate  upon  the  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment.    Letters  were  sent  to  every  assembly  on  the  continent,  proposing 
that  committees  should  be  appointed  to  meet  in  New  York,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  October.    It  was  a  novel  proceeding.    Many  pronounced  it  vis- 
ionary and  impracticable.    But  union  was  the  hope  of  Otis.    At  the  same 
moment  Virginia  was  preparing,  at  least  in  theory,  to  resist  the  execution 
of  the  stamp  tax  ;  resolutions  were  being  passed  in  her  Legislature,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  that  dominion  inherited  from  the  first  settlers  equal  fran- 
chises with  the  ixiople  of  Great  Britain ;  that  their  rights  had  never  been 
forfeited  or  given  up  ;  that  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  had  the  sole 
right  and  power  to  lay  taxes  on  the  inhabitants ;  and,  furthermore,  that 
no  man  in  the  colony  was  bound  to  yield  obedience  to  any  tax-law  other 
than  those  made  by  their  own  General  Assembly,  and  whoever  should, 
by  speaking  or  writing,   maintain  the  contrary  was  an   enemy  to  the 
colony. 

Simultaneously  with  these  movements  in  Massachusetts  and  Viiginia,the 
reprint  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  hawked  through  the  streets  of  New  York  as  the 
"  folly  of  England  and  the  ruin  of  America."  The  newspapers  were  filled 
with  taunts  and  covert  threats,  and  articles  from  the  pens  of  able  and  intel- 
gent  writers  appeared  in  every  issue.  An  essay,  signed  "  Freeman,"  wi« 
continued  through  several  numbers,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  written 
by  John  Morin  Scott^  It  contained  sound  sober  reasoning.  "  It  is  not 
the  tax,  it  is  the  unconstitutional  manner  of  imposing  it,  that  is  the  gr»t 
subject  of  uneasiness  in  the  colonies,"  said  the  lawyer.  "  The  absarditj 
of  oar  being  represented  in  Parliament  is  so  glaring  that  it  is  almost  u 
''^iniiium  sense  to  use  ailments  to  expose  it    The  taxation 

'  and  tyrannical,  and  what  the  Parliament  of  Engisw^* 
Hie  English  constitution  was  carefully  anal; 
lin  itself  the  principle  of  self-preservation, 

«  amm€.  Not.  1170^  1171, 1178. 
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rection,  and  improvement,  in  short,  real  excellence,  and  no  color  of  pre- 
text for  oppression.     The  writer  went  on  to  say  :  — 

"  If  the  interests  of  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies  cannot  be  made  to 
coincide,  if  the  same  constitution  may  not  take  place  in  both,  if  the  weliare  of 
England  necessarily  requires  the  sacrifice  of  the  most  natural  rights  of  the  colo- 
Dies,  —  their  right  of  making  their  own  laws,  and  disposing  of  their  own  prop- 
erty by  representatives  of  their  own  choosing,  —  if  such  is  really  the  case  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  then  the  connection  bettoeeti  them  ought  to  cease  ; 
cmd  iooner  or  IcUer  it  must  inevitahly  cease.  The  English  government  cannot 
bng  act  toward  a  part  of  its  dominions  upon  principles  diametrically  opposed  to 
it8  own,  without  losing  itself  in  the  slavery  it  would  impose  upon  the  colonies, 
or  leaving  them  to  throw  it  off  and  assert  their  own  freedom.  There  never  can 
be  a  disposition  in  the  colonies  to  break  off  their  connection  with  the  mother 
oonntiy,  so  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  have  the  full  enjoyment  of  those  rights 

to  which  the  English  Constitution  entitles  them They  desire  no  more ; 

nor  can  they  be  satisfied  with  less." 

"Thus,"  says  the  distinguished  Bancroft,  "New  York  pointed  to  inde- 
pendence." 

These  sentiments  were  seized  and  reprinted  by  nearly  every  newspaper 
in  America ;  they  were  approved  by  the  most  learned  and  judicious,  and 
even  formed  a  part  of  the  instructions  of  South  Carolina  to  her  agent  in 
England.^ 

The  clergy,  beyond  any  other  class  of  men,  nursed  the  flame  which  was 
kindling.  The  first  printed  article  pointing  towards  unqualified  rebellion 
when  the  attempt  should  be  made  to  enforce  the  stamp  tax,  was  from  the 
pen  of  Eev.  Stephen  Johnson,  "the  sincere  and  fervid  pastor  of  the  fii-st 
church  in  Lyme,  Connecticut."  ^  "  Bute,  Bedford,  and  Grenville  will  be 
held  in  remembrance  by  Americans  as  an  abomination,  execration,  and 
curse,"  he  said.  His  stirring  words  obtained  a  place  in  the  Connecticut 
papers,  through  the  diplomacy  of  John  McCurdy,  a  Scotch-Irish  gentle- 
inan  of  fortune,  residing  in  Lyme.^    Pamphlets  of  a  similar  character 

'  Saiiih  Carolina  to  Cfarth,  December  16,  1765. 

•  Baneroftf  V.  820.  Rev.  Stephen  Johnson  waa  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Johnson  anil  Surah 
)gUakf  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  the  great  grandson  of  John  Ogden,  who  founded  Elizabeth- 

VW1L 

*  John  HcChirdy  was  the  **  Irish  gentleman"  mentioned  by  Gordon  and  Hollister  as 
'friendly  to  the  cause  of  Liberty.*'  He  was  an  intimate  personal  frientl  of  Kev.  Stephen 
oluiaoo.  The  McCnrdy  mansion  in  Lyme,  Connecticut,  where  many  of  these  papers  were 
ritten,  is  still  ftanding,  an  interesting  historical  landmark,  and  is  occupied  by  the  gi-andson 
r  the  patriot,  Hon.  Charles  Johnson  McCurdy,  the  eminent  jurist,  Lieutenant-Govenior 
'  Connecticat,  United  States  Minister  to  Austria,  etc.  Robert  H.  McCurdy,  the  well-known 
tMt  importing  merchant  of  New  York  City,  is  also  a  crrandson. 
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were  privately  printed  aud  scattered  broadcast.  "  Treason ! "  exclaimed 
the  officers  of  the  govemnieut,  when  they  saw  them  upon  their  tables, 
without  knowing  how  they  came  there  or  by  whom  written.  Johu 
McCurdy  was  in  New  York  in  August,  and,  learning  that  treasonable 
resolves  were  being  handed  about  with  great  privacy,  while  as  yet  no  one 
had  the  courage  to  publish  them,  he  asked  for,  and  with  marked  precau- 
tion was  permitted  to  take  a  copy.  He  carried  them  to  New  England, 
where  he  caused  them  to  be  secretly  printed,  and  immediately  afterwards 
spread  far  and  wide  without  reser\'^e. 

"The  weekly  newspapers  are  filled  with  every  falsehood  malice  can 
invent  to  excite  the  people  to  sedition  and  disobedience  of  the  laws," 
wrote  Golden. 

"  You  will  think  the  printers  aU  mad.  Holt  particularly,"  wrote  John 
Watts  to  a  correspondent  in  London.  "  He  has  been  cautioned  over  and 
over  again,  and  would  have  been  prosecuted,  but  people's  minds  are  so 
inflamed  about  this  Stamp  Act,  that  it  would  only  be  exposing  the  gov- 
ernment to  attempt  it ;  what  will  be  the  end  of  all  this  bitterness,  I  own 

I  can't  see The  wearing  of  what  plain  cloths  the  country  aflbrds, 

and  being  content  with  cheap  dress,  must  affect  the  British  manufactures 
exceedingly,  and  will  raise  a  riotous  mob  there  as  soon  as  any  one  thing." 

The  first  popular  outbreak  was  against  the  stamp-oflBcers  themselves. 
"Why  allow  a  stamp-collector  upon  this  side  of  the»  water  at  all?" 
whispered  one  and  another.  Grenville's  policy  in  appointing  Americans 
was  but  the  addition  of  fuel  to  the  fire,  "  It  will  be  as  in  the  West 
Indies,  negro  overseers  are  always  the  most  cruel,"  was  the  ciy.  The 
names  of  the  stamp-officers  were  published  in  Boston,  August  8.  "  Had 
you  not  rather  these  duties  should  be  collected  by  your  brethren  than  by 
foreigners?"  said  a  friend  of  IngersoU,  of  Connecticut,  who  had  just 
arrived,  duly  qualified.  "No,  vile  miscreant!  Indeed,  we  had  not" 
exclaimed  Dagget  of  New  Haven.  "  If  your  father  must  die,  is  there  no 
defect  in  filial  duty  in  becoming  his  executioner  in  order  to  secure  the 
hangman's  fees  ?  If  the  ruin  of  our  country  is  decreed,  are  you  free  from 
blame  for  taking  part  in  the  plunder  ? " 

Within  a  week  the  effigj'  of  the  Massachusetts  stamp-officer,  Oliver,  was 
swinging,  one  morning  at  daybreak,  on  the  bough  of  a  stately  elm,  near 
the  entrance  to  Boston.  It  was  tricked  out  with  the  emblems  of  Bute 
and  Orenville,  and  thousands  collected  to  gaze  upon  the  grotesque  specta- 
da  Chief  Justice  Hutchinson  ordered  the  sheriff  to  remove  it,  but  the 
people,  said  "  We  will  take  it  down  ourselves  at  evening."  And  they  did. 
K  mnltitude,  moving  in  order,  bore  the  image  on  a  bier  directly  throngli 
Old  State  House,  and  under  the  Council  Chamber  itself,  shouting  at 
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the  top  of  their  voices,  "  Liberty,  Property,  and  no  Stiinips."  They  then 
Imilt  a  funeral  pyre  for  the  efl&gy  in  front  *)!*  Oliver's  hous(\  Hutchin- 
son directed  the  colonel  of  the  militia  to  l)eat  an  alarm.  "  My  drummei-s 
are  all  in  the  mob,"  was  the  reply.  Hutchinson  tried  to  disperse  the 
crowd,  and  was  obliged  to  run  for  his  life.  Oliver  j)rudently  resigned  the 
next  d%y.  Hutchinson  was  susi)ected  of  favoring  the  Stamp  Act,  and  the 
router  spirits  i^-rought  each  other  into  a  frenzy,  and,  collecting  at  night- 
fall, a  day  or  two  later,  in  a  mixed  crowd,  destroyed  his  house,  furniture, 
books,  manuscripts,  and  scattered  his  plate  and  ready  money ;  the  morning 
found  what  had  been  his  home,  a  miserable  ruin.  The  citizens  of  Boston 
denounced  such  outrages,  and  in  town-meeting  the  next  day  pledged 
themselves  to  suppress  the  like  disorders  for  the  future.  But  the  old 
elm  was  solemnly  named  "  the  Tree  of  Liberty." 

Of  Rhode  Island,  Gage  wrote,  "that  little  turbulent  colony  raised  a 
mob  likewise."  And  the  "  mob  "  compelled  the  stamp-master  to  resign. 
Maiyland  was  in  commotion ;  a  party  of  four  or  five  hundred,  at  Annap- 
olis, pulled  down  a  house  which  was  in  process  of  repairs,  supposed  for 
the  sale  of  the  stamps.  Hood,  the  stamp-master,  took  refuge  in  the  fort 
at  New  York.  Connecticut  waited  quietly  until  IngersoU  was  within  her 
own  borders.  The  famous  crusade  of  five  hundred  mounted  men  from 
New  London  and  Windham  Counties,  who  met  him  in  the  woods  of  the 
Connecticut  Valley,  as  he  was  riding  towards  Hartford  to  put  himself 
under  the  protection  of  the  government,  has  been  many  times  graphically 
poTtiayed ;  the  scene  also  in  the  main  street  of  Wethersfield,  where  they 
compelled  him  to  resign,  ^d  the  manner  in  which  they  escoited  him 
to  Haitfoid.  He  rode  a  white  horse.  Some  one  asked  him,  jocosely, 
what  he  was  thinking  about. 

"  Death  on  a  pale  horse,  and  hell  following,"  was  his  quick  retort. 

He  was  conducted  to  the  Court-House,  and  ordered  to  read  his  recan- 
tataon  within  hearing  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  shout ''  Liberty  and  Prop- 
erty "  three  times,  which  he  did,  swinging  his  hat  above  his  head  to  the 
'  entire  satisfiEU^tion  of  his  captors.  Coxe,  the  stamp-master  of  New  Jersey, 
renonnoed  his  place,  and  the  whole  South,  beyond  Maryland,  passed  reso- 
liitknis  to  resist  the  operation  of  the  law.  The  last  to  }'ield,  north  of  the 
Polomac  was  John  Hughes,  a  Quaker  of  Philadelphia,  who,  as  he  lay 
detpentely  ill,  heard  muffled  drums  beat  through  the  city,  and  the  State 
House  ben  ring,  muffled,  and  the  tramping  of  people  about  his  house  to 
dwiiand  his  resignation.  Thus  was  his  written  promise,  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  patting  the  Stamp  Act  into  execution,  extorted.  The  islands 
of  Jamaica  and  St.  Christopher,  the  colonies  oi  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brasswick,  even  Canada,  revolted  at  the  degrading  statute,  and  deter- 
to  oppose  it 
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New  York  all  this  time  was  watched  with  intense  interest  Aside 
from  being  the  most  important  city  on  this  continent,  it  was  the  head- 
([uarters  of  the  standing  army  of  Great  Britain  in  America.  The  fearless- 
ness of  her  press  astonished  not  only  her  neighbors,  but  the  statesmen 
across  the  water.  "  Ever  since  the  matter  of  appeals  was  disputed  last 
winter,"  wrote  Golden  to  Secretary  Conway,  "the  judges  and  lawyers 
have  been  publishing  infamous  articles  to  render  me  odious  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people."  James  McEvers,  who  had  been  appointed  stamp-distrib- 
utor for  New  York,  was  unwilling  to  take  the  stamps  in  custody  on  their 
arrival,  and  sent  a  letter  of  resignation  to  Colden,  who  was  at  his  country- 
seat  at  Spring  Hill,  Long  Island.^ 

Colden  repjiired  immediately  to  his  residence  in  the  fort,  and  wrote  to 
General  Gage  for  a  military  force  sufficient  to  effectually  prevent  sedition 
and  tumult.  "  You  shall  have  as  many  troops  as  you  demand,  and  can 
find  quarters  for,"  was  the  response.  At  the  same  time  Gage  recom- 
mended the  "severe  exertion  of  civil  power."  "McEvers  is  terrified," 
wrote  Colden  to  Conway,  "  but  I  shall  not  be  intimidated ;  I  shall  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  have  the  stamped  paper  distributed  at  the 
time  appointed  by  the  Act  of  Parliament"     In  closing,  he  said :  — 

"  I  have  at  all  times  endeavored  to  perform  my  duty,  and  in  some  instanceB 
where  I  perceived  the  tloing  of  it  would  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  my  private 
interest ;  and  I  beg  you  will  be  assured,  sir,  that  I  shall  continue  to  do  « 
while  the  administration  is  in  my  hands."  ^ 

But  Colden  met  with  unexpected  difficulties.  The  secret  correspond- 
ence of  the  Sons  of  Liberty  baffled  his  vigilance,  notwithstanding 
that  postmasters  and  postriders  were  brought  before  him,  and  examined. 
The  Stamp  Act  Congress  assembled  in  the  City  Hall  on  the  7th  of  Octo- 
ber, in  spite  of  his  vehement  declaration  that  it  was  unconstitutional,  un- 
precedented, and  illegal,  and  that  he  should  give  it  no  countenance. 
The  press  of  New  York  continued  to  deny  the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax 
the  colonies,  and  a  new  paper,  called  "  The  Constitutional  Courant,"  with 
the  device  of  a  snake,  cut  into  parts  (to  represent  the  colonies),  with 
"Join  or  Die  "  as  a  motto,  actually  apj)eared,  and  had  an  immense  sale  at 
the  very  moment  the  fort  was  being  put  in  a  state  of  ofiTense  and  defense, 
and  while  Major  James  of  the  artillery  was  hurrying  to  increase  his  stock 
of  powder,  shot,  and  shells.^    "  Join  or  Die  "  was  echoed  far  and  wide,  as 

»  McEcers  to  Colden.     New  York  CoL  MSS,,  VI I.  761. 
'^  LieuUnant'Oovrnurr  Cohien  to  Secretary  Conxcuy,  September  28,  1766. 
'  This  i)ai)er  was  privat«'ly   printed  in  Woodbridg**,   New  Jersey,  and   reprinted  in  both 
New  York  and  Boston.     Colden  tried  to  discover  the  printer,  but  faUed. 
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oon  as  it  was  rumored  that  Major  James  had  said  he  would  "  cram  the 
tamps  down  the  throats  of  the  jHJople  with  the  end  of  his  swonl."  "  Three 
>r  four  po[mhir  lawyers  who  have  raised  this  spirit  of  insubordination 
annot  be  curbed  without  proper  judges,"  wrote  Golden,  despairingly. 
Even  then  the  sterling  merchants  were  carefully  preparing  an  agreement 
:o  send  no  new  orders  for  goods  or  merchandise,  to  countermand  all 
former  orders,  and  not  even  to  receive  goods  on  commission  unless  the 
Stamp  Act  was  repealed 

New  York  was  represente<l  in  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  by  Judge  Rob- 
ert R  Livingston,  Mayor  John  Cruger,  Philip  Livingston,  Leonard  Lis- 
penard,^  and  William  Bayard.  Its  deliberations  occupied  three  weeks. 
The  members  believed  themselves  responsible  for  the  liberties  of  the  con- 

1  Lnmanl  Lispenard  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  1716.  He  was  the  son  of  Au- 
tkoBj  LLipenard,  Jr.,  and  grandson  of  Anthony  Lispenard,  a  Huguenot  refugee  who  came  to 
Xew  York  about  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  centur>'.  He  married,  in  1741,  Alice,  daugh- 
te  of  Anthony  Rutgers.  This  lady  inherited  from  her  father,  who  died  in  1746.  one  third  of 
thcextemuve  grants  which  he  had  received  from  Geoi^e  II.  ;  and  Lispenard  purchased,  Sep- 
taiber  28,  1748,  from  the  two  sisters  of  his  wife  (one  of  whom  was  Mrs.  Bev.  Dr.  Barclay), 
thcmniining  two-thirds,  thus  becoming  proprietor  of  the  whole.  This  was  the  origin  of  what 
biuice  been  known  as  the  Lisjienard  estate.  Lispenani  was  a  large  merchant,  was  alderman 
of  the  city  for  a  dozen  or  more  years,  was  one  of  the  active  members  of  the  8tami>  Act  Congress, 
•d  vas  connected  witli  nearly  all  the  later  important  committees.  He  was  a  memlxir  of  the 
Aaembly  from  1765  to  1767.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Society  of  the  New 
V«k  Hofpital,  and  one  of  its  first  goveniors  from  1770  to  1777.  He  was  also  treasurer  of 
I^'i  ToUege  for  a  long  period.  His  country  mansion  was  on  Lis|>enani  Hill,  a  handsome 
<lmtion  overl(X»king  what  was  afterwards  St  John's  Stjuare.  The  center  of  this  hill  was  the 
pRKat  junction  of  Hwlson  and  Desbrosses  Streets.  He  had  three  children  :  1,  Leonard  ;  2, 
^''^y  ;  3,  Cornelia,  who  marrieil  Thomas  Marston  of  New  York.  Leonanl  Lis{)enard,  Jr., 
*■■  bora  in  1743.  and  was  one  of  nine  who  graduated  from  Ring's  College  in  1762.  He  was  a 
^ockaat  and  member  of  the  rhaml)er  of  Commerce.  He  traveled  extensively  in  Europe,  and 
*M  ipokni  of  as  a  man  of  tine  education  and  intelligence,  and  great  symmetry  of  character. 
Bt  «M  the  proprietor  of  the  property  known  as  **  Davenport's  Neck  "  in  New  Kooliellc, 
lie  had  a  mmmer  residence.  He  never  married.  His  brother  Anthony  married  his 
dangfater  of  Andrew  Barclay  (merchant)  and  niece  of  Rev.  Dr.  Barclay.  He, 
proprietor  of  extensive  breweries  and  mills  on  the  Greenwich  road,  near  the 

loot  of  Canal  Street  He  had  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  They 
^n^  1,  LeoDAfd  (8d),  who  married  his  cousin  (their  mothers  were  both  daughters  of  Andrew 
May)  Anna  Dorothea,  daughter  of  Theophylact  Bache,  and  left  four  children  ;  2,  Anthony, 
U  diid  imnarTied ;  8,  Thomas,  die<l  unmarried  ;  4,  Helena  Roosevelt,  marrietl  Paul  Bache, 
ft  «f  Tlieoidiykct  Bache ;  5,  Sarah,  married  Alexander  Stewart  of  New  York,  and  was  the 

«f  Lispenard  Stewart ;  6,  Alice,  die<l  unmarrie<l.  The  down-town  streets,  l^eonard, 
(naif  Wofth),  and  Thomas  were  named  by  Anthony  Lispenard  after  his  three  sons, 
li  liipfnird  Stivet  was  so  calle<l  by  the  oor)x>ration  of  the  city  in  honor  of  the  family. 
^Am  Slifrt,  DOW  spelled  Beach,  which  was  o]»ene<l  through  the  Lispenani  farm,  was  named 
r  ftnl  BMehe.  The  Lispenaids  sleep  in  the  family  vault  in  Trinity  Churchyard.  The  hon- 
id  wamm  is  now  merged  in  the  families  of  Stewart,  Webb,  Nicholson,  Livingston,  1^  Roy, 
li  WiBthn|i,  who  are  among  the  descendants  in  the  direct  line.     Hit^raphical  and  His- 

ChamhtKt  of  Commtrce  Rtairds.     By  John  Austin  Stevens. 
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tinent  They  were  of  various  characters  and  opinions ;  they  came  from 
colonies  remote  from  each  other.  "To  do  them  justice,"  wrote  John 
Watts,  "  I  believe  they  have  deputed  some  of  their  best  men,  and  I  im- 
agine the  fruits  of  their  deliberations  will  be  sensible  and  moderate 
enough."  Ruggles  of  Massachusetts  and  Ogden  of  New  Jersey  believed 
resistance  to  the  Stamp  Act  was  treason.  The  debates  were  earnest  and 
exciting.  The  validity  of  the  Acts  of  Navigation  was  assailed,  and  it 
was  finally  determined  to  "  insist  upon  a  repeal  of  all  acts  laying  duties 
on  trade,  as  well  as  the  Stamp  Act"  An  address  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, pointing  out  the  disadvantages  of  the  new  measure,  was  penned  in 
a  clear,  concise,  and  elegant  manner  by  John  Cruger.  Every  word  and 
phrase  was  subsequently  weighed  with  anxious  care,  some  of  the  mem- 
bers constantly  interposing  scruples  and  timidities.  It  was  finaUy  signed 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  October. 

While  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  was  still  in  session  a  ship  arrived  laden 
with  stamps.  It  was  announced  off  Sandy  Hook  by  the  firing  of  cannon 
from  a  man-of-war  in  the  harbor,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  October  23. 
The  next  day  the  ship  was  convoyed  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of 
the  fort,  by  a  war-vessel  and  tender,  with  great  parada  A  vast  number  of 
people  beheld  the  scene  and  were  furiously  enraged.  The  shipping  at  the 
wharves  lowered  their  colors  in  sign  of  grief  That  night  papers  were 
posted  upon  the  doors  of  ever\'  public  office  and  upon  the  comers  of  the 
streets ;  the  following  is  a  fac-simile  :  — 
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"  We  will  no  more  submit  to  Parliament  than  to  the  Divan  at  Constan- 
inople,"  were  the  words  uttered  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Congress, 
vhich  flew  from  mouth  to  mouth.  The  excitement  was  intense.  The 
vbole  city,  as  one  man,  seemed  determined  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the 
itamps. 

Colden  summoned  the  counselors  together  for  advice,  but  of  seven  only 
hree  came,  —  Chief  Justice  Horsemanden,  Judge  William  Smith,  and 
Foseph  Keade.  These  were  ominously  reticent.  They  warned  the  lieuten- 
LDt-govemor  that  the  detention  of  the  ship,  which  was  a  merchant  vessel, 
rendered  him  liable  to  suits  for  damages  from  every  merchant  who  had 
iny  goods  on  board,  and  the  cost  of  suits,  and  damages  allowed,  might 
imount  to  a  very  large  sum.  He  was  perplexed.  He  even  accused  the 
judicial  gentlemen,  who  suggested  the  transfer  of  the  goods  to  a  sloop,  of 
»iiig  desirous  of  beginning  a  riot. 

The  continued  preparations  at  the  fort  for  defense  were  looked  upon  as 
in  insult  by  the  citizens  at  large.  "  The  Declaration  of  Eights  and 
Srievances  of  the  Colonists  in  America,"  which  had  just  emanated  from 
tlie  Congress,  was  all  very  well,  but  the  stamps  must  not  be  distributed 
nor  business  delayed  for  the  want  of  one. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  the  governors  of  the  several  colonies  took  the 
required  oath  to  carry  the  Act  into  eft'ect ;  and  yet  there  was  not 
one  who  dared  make  the  attempt.     Colden  retired  within  the  fort, 
faUy  persimded  that  he  should  overawe  the  people  with  his  loaded  guns 
and  strong  guard.     "  He  was  fortified  as  if  he  had  been  at  Bergen-oj> 
Zoom,  when  the  French  besieged  it  with  a  hundred  thousand  men,"  wrote 
John  Watts,  "  which  gave  more  offense  and  made  people's  blood  nm 
Wgber  than  any  one  thing  that  happened."     It  was  termed  the  "last  day 
of  liberty,"  and  numbers  of  people  were  flocking  into  town;  they  came, 
«o  said  Gage,  by  thousands.     They  uttered  terrifying  threats.     They  sang 
Wads  as  they  wandered  through  the  streets.     The  favorite  was  one  of 
^knteen  verses,  with  a  chorus,  which  had  been  produced  by  no  indifferent 
^cirifier,  and  printed  and  scattered  broadcast  a  short  time  previously.     A 
few  specimen  lines  will  suffice :  — 

"  With  the  beasts  of  the  wood,  we  will  ramble  for  food, 
And  lodge  in  wild  deserts  and  caves, 
And  live  poor  as  Job,  on  the  skirts  of  the  globe. 
Before  we  '11  submit  to  be  slaves,  brave  boys. 

Before  we  *11  submit  to  be  slaves,"  etc. 

In  the  evening  the  merchants  met  at  Bump's  tiivern  to  consummate 
^  firet  blow  stnick  at  the  trade  and  industry  of  Great  Britain.  Over 
^0  boadred  signed  the  non-importation  agreement.      "  England  will 
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suffer  more  by  it  in  one  year,"  wrote  Judge  Robert  R.  I-ivinfpton,  "  than 
tlie  stimp  tfix  or  any  other  —  should  others  be  Jmposeti  —  couW  ever 
recompense,  llerchants  have  resolved  to  send  for  no  more  British  manu- 
factures, shopkeepers  will  buy  none,  gentlemen 
will  wear  none ;  our  own  are  enwiunijied,  all  pride 
in  dress  se^ms  to  be  laid  uBJde,  and  he  that  d<>i:-9 
not  appear  in  homespun,  or  at  least  a  turned  eoai. 
is  looked  upon  with  nii  evil  eye.  The  lawyers  will 
not  issue  a  writ  Mei'chants  will  not  clear  oui  a 
vessel.  These  are  all  facts  not  in  the  least  ex- 
agRerat«d ;  and  it  is  of  importance  that  they 
should  be  known."  • 

A  large  uumber  of  boys  and  sailors  gathert^l  in 
front  of  tlie  house  where  the  merchants  were  as- 
senihled,  a  rumor  having  Iieen  spread  that  kiwiv 
foolish  ceremony  of  burying  liberty  was  abr)ut  ii> 
be  executed;  but  when  they  fouud  that  the  mer- 
chants peaceably  separated,  and  that  there  was  t» 
sumpi.  hg  1)0  show,  they  proceeded  through  the  street.*, 

hurrahing  and  whistliiij^,  but  did  no  further  mischief  than  to  break  a  few 
winilows. 

Many  of  the  utert'hants  belonged  to  the  secret  onler  of  Sons  of  I^ibeny. 
antl  to  secure  the  co-oiHinitioii  of  merchants  throughout  the  culonies  t>- 
.Holved  to  appoint  a  si)ecial  committee  of  c-orrespondcnce.  The  dauiwr 
appalled  many  who  were  nominated,  and  they  witlulrew  their  iiame« 
Finally,  Isiuic  Sears,  John  Lamb,  Gershoui  >rott,  William  Wiley,  atwi 
Thonms  Robinson  volunteered  their  services,  and  were  acwpted.* 

More  fearless,  energetic,  or  radical  men  for  the  service  it  wouM  hanlly 
have  been  possible  to  find.  They  left  no  stones  unturned.  On  the  14tb«f 
November  the  names  of  the  merchants  of  Philailelphia  had  been  added  l<> 
the  formidable  list,  and  on  the  9th  of  December  those  of  Boston.  It  wiO 
therefore  be  seen  that  the  great  system  of  intercolonial  correspondence 
originated  in  New  York,  and  was  sustained  through  the  medium  of  re^-  ! 
^"ilrflomtituted  committees.  9 

■moiaUe  1st  of  November  was  ushered  in  by  the  tollini;  of    3 
M,  uul  pennants  hoist«d  at  half-mast     During  the  day  lettm    a 
\  fbnnd,  and  papers  stuck  up  all  over  the  town,  threateoii^    3 
•ray  person  and  his   property,  who  should  in  any  «i.»   9 
,  or  delay  business  for  the  want  of  one.     A  placanl  tA- 

HL,  Vol.  X.  517. 
■wtZ— it.    Awcroff,  V.  3SS.     Damon'j  Smii^Xil<rty,  p.  H. 
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dressed  to  the  lieutenant-governor,  which  had  heen  posU^l  in  the  Mor- 
chants*  Coffee-house  all  day,  was  delivered  at  the  Ibrt  towards  evening  hy 
an  unknown  hand.  It  assured  Coldeu  of  his  fate  if  he  did  not  that  night 
make  oath  solemnly  before  a  magistnite,  and  publish  it  to  the  people,  that 
he  would  not  execute  the  Stamp  Act. 

Tlie  crowds  of  people  increased  as  the  day  waned.  Sailoi*s  came  fn)m 
ves.'^els  in  the  harbor,  and  countrj'  iHiople  were  constantly  arriving. 
Trw)ps  from  Turtle  Bay  jnarehed  thiough  tc)wn  to  the  fort,  a  strr)ug  guanl 
was  placed  about  the  jail,  and  the  cannon  of  the  merchants,  at  Copsy  Bat- 
ier>',  near  the  foot  of  Whitehall  Street,  was  spiked  by  onier  of  Golden. 
This  last  act  created  fresh  indignation. 

AU.)ut  seven  o'clock  an  organized  hind  of  the  Sons  of  Lilieily  a))i)eared 
in  the  streets,  led  by  Isaac  Sears,  and,  jjroceeding  to  i]w.  common,  crecti'd 
a  movable  gallows,  ujKin  which  they  hung  an  efligy  of  ('olden,  and  one  of 
the  Devil  whisjiering  in  his  ear.     His  SaUinic  Majesty  held  a  lx)ot  in  his 
hand,  designe<l  as  a  satire  \x\nm  the  Kfirl  of  Bute.     They  marched  down 
Broadway  in  the  fort,  attended  by  a  most  formidable  mob,  canying  can- 
dles and  torches.     Another  party,  meanwhile,  liad  placed  an  eftigy  of  Col- 
■len  upon  a  chair,  with  which  they  were  ])arading  through  other  streets, 
now  and  then  firing  a  pistol  at  the  effigy.     In  front  of  the  house  of 
McEvers,  they  halted  and  gave  three  cheers^     They  plac(»d  the  gallows, 
with  the  etfigy  swinging  thereon,  within  ten  i'cct  of  thc^  foil -gate.     The 
populace  knocked, 7)laced  their  hands  on  the  top  of  the  i-amparts,  call<'d 
out  to  the  guards  to  fire,  threw  bricks  and  ston(»s  against  tlie  foil,  ami 
Med  the  most  offensive  language.     Not  a  woiil  was  returned,  (leneral 
5agc  having  prudently  given  orders  to  that  effect.     Tlie  m«»b  bmkc  into 
he  lieutenant-governor's  coach-house,  and,  taking  out  his  chariot,  dnig;;ed 
through  the  streets  to  the  connnon  and  Iwck  again.     The  foil  fem  ♦• 
ang  Broadway  had  been  taken  down  by  the  sokliei-s,  in  onler  to  expose 
e  assailants  to  the  fire  of  the  fort,  which  was  another  cause  of  wmtli. 
noethe  boardawere  gathered  into  a  pile,  and  the  cliariot,  chair.  Rial- 
's, effigies,  and  every  movable  which  could  lie  found  in  the  .stables. 
«d  npon  them,  and  the  whole  set  on  fire. 

he  leaders  evidently  intended  that  proceedings  should  end  here.     V>\\i 

mob  had  become  excited  and  unmanageable.     Tliey  brf)ke  into  the 

«  of  Major  Jamei^  who  was  an  object  of  hatred  U'canse  of  unwisi- 

lUnesB,  brought  out  his  rich  furniture. — everything,  indeed,  which  the 

contained,  —  with  which  thev  made  a  l)ontire  in  fn>nt  of  his  dom. 

his  liquors,  knocke<l  to  ]>ie<'es  the  doors,  partitions,  wimlows.  ri.-., 

fed  his  summer-house,  and  desohited  his  tine  ganlens.     With  the 

of  McEtrb  was  on  the  site  of  what  in  now  50  Wall  Street.    Dair$nn, 
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exception  of  considerable  noise,  and  an  attack  upon  a  few  other  houses 
without  serious  results,  the  mischief  ended  for  that  night 

But  messages  and  letters  were  sent  to  the  fort  in  the  morning,  that 
nothing  would  satisfy  the  people  save  the  surrender  of  the  stamps,  and 
that  the  fort  would  be  attacked  at  night  The  majority  of  the  counselors 
stood  aloof  in  this  emergency.  Those  who  gave  advice  were  of  the  opin- 
ion that  Golden  had  no  legal  authority  to  distribute  the  stamps  in  any 
event.  A  governor  had  been  appointed  for  New  York  in  the  place  of 
Monckton,  and  would  shortly  arrive ;  they  thought  it  better  to  do  nothing 
about  the  stamps  until  then. 

Meanwhile  the  mayor  and  aldermen  were  in  consultation  at  the  City 
Hall,  and  were  joined  by  Judge  Robert  E.  Livingston,  James  Duane,  and 
one  or  two  other  gentlemen  of  the  law.  They  were  extremely  dejected ; 
they  were  powerless  unless  Golden  would  make  concessions,  and  thus 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  people.  A  message  finally  came  from  the 
fort,  in  the  form  of  a  placard,  announcing  that  the  lieutenant- 
governor  would  distribute  no  stamp  papers,  but  leave  the  matter  to  be 
regulated  by  Sir  Henry  Moore ;  and  was  willing  to  put  them  aboard  a 
nian-of-war,  if  Gaptain  Kennedy  would  receive  them,  which  he,  unwill- 
ing to  offend  the  people,  declined. 

"  We  will  have  the  papers  within  four-and-twenty  hours,"  cried  Sean 
to  the  multitude,  who  responded  with  shouts.  "Your  best  way  is  to 
advise  the  governor  to  send  the  papers  to  the  inhabitants,"  he  continued, 
addressing  the  gentlemen  who,  by  request. of  the  corporation,  were  tiyiog 
to  put  in  the  best  light  what  Golden  had  condescended  to  say.  Living- 
ston and  Duane  went  personally  to  the  captains  of  ships,  presuming  that 
disturbances  would  begin  among  the  unruly  sailors ;  and  with  others  they 
patrolled  the  town.  There  were  indications  of  a  riot ;  yet  nothing  serious 
occurred.  The  next  day  was  Sunday.  A  letter  was  written  to  the  Cns- 
toni-House  officers  threatening  destruction  if  they  did  not  clear  out 
vessels  as  usual.  A  paper  was  posted  up  in  the  Coffee  House,  telling  the 
people  not  to  mind  the  peaceable  orators  who  had  prevented  their  ope»- 
tions  on  Saturday  evening,  but  to  be  resolute,  as  they  would  be  com- 
manded by  men  who  had  given  proofs  of  courage  in  defense  of  their 
country.  The  time  fixed  for  the  assault  was  Tuesday,  November  5,  and 
the  notices  were  signed  The.  Sons  of  Neptutu. 

The  secret  unknown  party  which  threatened  such  bold  things  sent 
dread  and  terror  through  the  city,  for  an  attack  on  the  fort  was  but  the 
precursor  of  civil  war.  Early  Monday  morning  Golden  summoned  Mayor 
Gruger  and  some  of  the  more  prominent  citizens  to  the  fort,  and  renewed 
the  promise  made  on  Saturday.  The  following  notice  was  at  once  posted 
conspicuously :  —  a 
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'*The  governor  acqiiainted  Judge  Livingston,  the  mayor,  Mr.  Beverly  Robin- 
son, and  Mr.  John  Stevens,  this  morning,  being  Monday,  the  4th  of  November, 
that  he  would  not  issue,  nor  suffer  to  be  issued,  any  of  the  stamps  now  in  Fort 
Geoige. 

EoBERT  E.  Livingston, 
John  Cruoer, 
Beverlt  Robinson, 
John  Stevens. 
The  Freemen,  Freeholders,  and  Inhabitants  of  this  city,  being  satisfied  that 
the  stamps  are  not  to  be  issued,  are  determined  to  keep  the  peace  of  the  city, 
at  all  events,  except  they  should  have  other  cause  of  complaint.^ " 

Before  night,  notices  were  posted  directly  under  the  above,  in  all  the 
puUic  places,  inviting  a  meeting  in  the  "Fields"  on  Tuesday 
erening,  November  5,  and  requesting  every  man  to  come  armed 
for  the  purpose  of  storming  the  fort.     Golden  wrote  to  the  Marquis  of 
Gianby,  Tuesday  morning,  "  I  expect  the  fort  will  be  stormed  this 
nig^t, —  everything  is  done  in  my  power  to  give  them  a  warm 
leoeption.     I  hope  not  to  dishonor  the  commission  I  have  the  honor  to 
wear,  and  trust  I  may  merit  some  share  of  your  Lordship's  regard." 

It  was  at  this  critical  moment  that  the  strong,  fearless  judgment  of 
Mayor  Cruger  asserted  itself  It  was  impossible  to  determine  how  for- 
midable the  secret  Vox  Popvlx  was ;  at  all  events  an  attempt  to  remove 
the  stamps  finom  the  fort  by  force  could  not  fail  to  be  attended  with 
Uoodshed.  It  was  believed  that  the  people  would  put  entire  confidence 
in  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  with  good  reason.  They  were  known  to 
be  among  the  most  candid  and  determined  opponents  of  the  Stamp  Act 
Mayor  Cruger,  Isaac  Boosevelt  and  others  of  the  aldermen,  had  been 
UDong  the  first  to  sign  the  non-importation  agreement.^  Hence  pro- 
poeals  were  made  to  Golden  in  writing,  that  the  city  corporation  should 
teke  the  stamps  into  its  own  custody. 

Golden  did  not  answer  promptly,  although  he  afterwards  remarked  to 
Judge  Livingston  that  the  proposition  was  agreeable  to  him.'  A  deputa- 
tion of  merchants  waited  upon  and  urged  him  to  deliver  the  stamps  to 
fte  corporation.  He  pleaded  his  oath  to  the  king,  and  the  great  con- 
tempt into  which  the  government  would  fall  by  concession.  His  coun- 
•dom  advised  him  to  yield.  Still  he  hesitated.  At  four  o'clock,  p.  bl,  a 
Ittge  crowd  collected  about  the  Gity  Hall  to  learn  results.  The  mayor, 
•ttended  by  the  aldermen,  visited  the  fort  and  warned  Golden   of  the 

^  Tldi  notice  is  in  the  Archives  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

*  Immc  Booserelt  was  a  great  sugar-refiner,  and  "  a  beloved,  honored,  tried,  true,  and  con* 
■tat  pMot"    He  died  in  1794,  aged  sUty-eight  years. 

*  ^1^^  Robert  B.  LMngOtm  to  MonckUm,  November  8,  176$. 
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imminent  danger  of  further  delay.  He  was  in  great  distress,  and  appealed 
to  General  Gage  for  counsel  The  latter  avowed  the  belief,  that  a  fire 
from  the  fort  would  be  the  signal  for  "  an  insurrection "  and  the  com- 
mencement of  a  civil  war.  "  So,"  says  Bancroft,  "  the  head  of  the  prov- 
ince, and  the  military  chief  of  all  America,  confessing  their  inability  to 
stop  the  anarchy,  capitulated  to  the  municipal  body  which  represented 
the  i)eople."  The  promise  was  obtained  that  the  stamps  should  be  sur- 
rendered to  the  corporation.  According  to  the  newspapers  of  the  day, 
the  mayor  and  aldermen,  attended  "  by  a  prodigious  concourse  of  people  of 
all  ranks,"  soon  after  proceeded  to  the  fort  gate,  and  received  the  papers;* 
the  crowd  gave  three  cheers,  and  after  seeing  the  packages  carried  to  the 
City  Hall,  dispersed.     Tranquillity  was  thus  restored  to  the  city. 

The  moderation  of  General  Gage  won  a  testimonial  of  gratitude  from 
the  city  authorities,  the  original  of  which,  in  the  handwriting  of  Mayor 
Cniger,  is  pi^eserved. 

Hencef()n\'anl  nothing  was  talked  of  but  non-importation.  English 
merchants  were  notified  to  ship  no  more  goods  to  America  until  the  re- 
peal of  the  Stamp  Act,  as  American  merchants  unanimously  declined 
selling  on  commission  after  January  1,  1766.  A  market-place  was  es- 
tablisheil  below  the  exchange  for  the  vending  of  articles  of  home  manu- 
facture, to  obviate  somewhat  of  the  inconvenience  of  the  course  pursuel 

Sir  Henry  Moore,  the  new  governor,  arrived  on  the  I3th ;  in  the 
same  vessel  came  a  second  shipment  of  stampa  He  had  been 
lieutenant-governor  of  Jamaica,  in  the  West  Indies  (his  birth- 
place), where  he  at  one  time  suppressed  an  alarming  insurrection  of  the 
nogriKvs,  for  which  he  was  honored  with  a  baronetcy  by  the  king.'  He 
wiu?  an  easy,  sensible,  well-bred,  gentlemanly  man,  experienced  in  bosi- 
ne.<^^  One  of  the  first  questions  he  put  to  the  Council  was,  whether  it 
would  U^  pnu ticable  to  issue  the  stamps.  These  gentlemen  were,  Chief 
Justice  Horsemanden,  Sir  William  Johnson,  George  Clarke,  William 
Smith,  John  Watts,  William  Walton,  Oliver  De  Lancey,  Charles  Ward 
ApthoriH\  Jaseph  Reade,  William  Alexander  (Lord  Stirling),  and  Eogw 
Morris,  —  the  two  latter  ha\ing  been  added  to  the  board  by  the  Earl  of 

>  In  tho  minutw  of  lh<»  Common  Coonnl  of  th^  City  of  New  York  may  be  seen  a  copy  of  At 
m«yt^r's  i^rtiticate  of  rpceipt,  promising  to  Uke  oluxgp  and  care  of  stamps,  etc,  together  witk 
toniial  ^unt^niltT  of  xh.t  stamps  by  Ueu tenant -GoTcmor  Cddeo,  with  reasons  given. 

*  Sir  Ht^nn-  Moor^  was  the  grsndson  of  John  Moore,  who  settled  in  Barbadoes  in  the  nip 
of  Chsrif«  n .,  snil.  harinf:  amasw^i  property,  rrmoTed  to  Jamaica.  Sir  Heniy  Mooie  wit  te 
only  nstixv  tx^lonist  who  was  j^Temor  of  New  YoflL.  He  married  tiie  dao^^ter  of  CUif 
JustW  I  A^nj?  (>f  Jamaiciu  and  sister  of  Hon.  Edwaid  Idm^  Jodge  of  the  Ooort  of  AdminJtT* 
ana  suth^M-  .^f  ihc  Histoiy  of  Jamaica.  X  Y,  CWL  JTSSL.  VIIL  197.  D9t,  BisL  X.  T,  III 
Ml     527 


SIR  HENRY  MOORE,  731 

,  in  the  recent  instructions  prepared  for  Moore.  They  replied  un- 
animously, "  No."  *  The  next  question  was  whether  the  counselors  ap- 
proved of  reducing  the  fort  to  its  former  condition,  as  he  thought  it  wore 
"  too  hostile  an  appearance  in  a  friend's  country,"  and  found  that  nothing 
would  give  greater  satisfaction.  Golden  remonstrated,  as  he  was  alarmed 
for  his  personal  safety  if  the  gates  were  thrown  open,  but  the  fort  was 
dismantled,  notwithstanding,  and  the  new  governor  suspended  his  power 
to  execute  the  Stamp  Act.  The  Assembly,  which  Golden  Iiad  pro- 
rogued from*  time  to  time  for  more  than  a  year,  came  together,  and 
confirmed  the  doings  of  its  Gongressional  committee. 

Everybody  was  in  good  humor.  The  citizens  sent  a  congratulatoVy 
address  to  Governor  Moore,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  following  day 
assembled  in  the  Fields,  erected  pyramids  to  his  honor,  and  concluded 
with  a  magnificent  bonfire. 

The  Sons  of  Liberty  exercised  the  most  consummate  vigilance,  how- 
ever. They  waited  upon  Peter  De  Lancey,  Jr.,  who  had  returned  from 
England  in  the  same  vessel  with  Sir  Henry,  qualified  as  a  stamp-dis- 
tributor in  the  place  of  McEvers,  and  convinced  him  of  the  danger  of 
serving  in  that  capacity.  He  accordingly  resigned.  Hood,  the  Maryland 
refugee,  who  had  been  protected  by  Golden,  was  known  to  be  at  the 
ODuntry-place  of  the  latter  on  Long  Island.  He  was  visited  and  com- 
pelled to  resign,  and  also  to  make  oath  of  the  sincerity  of  )iis  renunciation 
(28th  November).  Fearing  McEvers  might  resume  his  former  appoint- 
ment in  case  the  law  should  be  enforced,  he  was  called  upon,  December  2, 
fiw  an  actual  and  perpetual  renunciation.  The  ship  Minerva y  which  was 
reported  to  have  brought  stamps,  was  boarded  at  midnight  by  a  large  force, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  commander  asserted  that  the  obnoxious  docu- 
ments had  been  lodged  in  the  fort,  it  was  searched  from  stem  to  stern. 
By  secret  advices  from  Philadelphia,  it  was  learned  that  the  stamps  were 
shipped  upon  a  brig,  which,  appearing  soon  after,  was  boarded,  and  ten 
packages  found,  seized,  taken  on  shore  to  a  convenient  place  and  burned. 
At  the  same  time  news  came  that  Lewis  Pintard,  a  New  York  merchant, 
had  sent  to  Philadelphia  a  bond  and  a  Mediterranean  pass  on  stamped 
paper*  The  person  from  whom  they  had  been  procured  was  found,  and 
compelled  to  deliver  up  all  in  his  possession,  which  were  also  set  on  fire. 
Pintard,  in  order  to  elude  the  vengeance  of  the  populace,  declared  on 
oath  that  he  was  not  aware  the  documents  were  stamped  at  the  time  he 
tauismitted  them.' 

>  WaU$  to  MtmekUm,  NoYember  22,  1765. 

*  This  pttB  was  a  written  permiBsion  from  the  Algerians  to  pass  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar  into 
the  XfditerraDean  Sea. 

■  Leake  $  Life  of  Gt:iuroi  Lamb.  HoJCx  Xnn  York  OazftU,  Letters  of  Sons  of  Liberty  in 
rkilodUfkia  to  tho  /iew  York  CommUUe^  Februar)- 15,  1766, 
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"  The  Custom-House  clear  vessels  out,  certifying  there  are  no  diatribn- 
tions  of  stamp  paper,"  w-rote  John  Watts,  "  which  is  literally  true,  all  of 
the  distributors  hav- 
ing resigned,  and  no 
others  to  be  found 
bardy  enough  to  ac- 
cept ;  but  in  this 
port  alone,  men-of- 
war  stop  the  ship- 
ping, unless  a  few 
vessels  that  steal  out 
by  night,  which  souis 
the  inhabitants 
greatly,  and  it 's  to  be 
feared  Captain  Ken- 
nedy and  they  nill 
be  at  odds  soon,  if 
they  are  not  put 
upon  a  footing  with 
their  neigbbois.  The 
ill-boding  aspect  of 
things,  cramping  d 
trade,  suppression  of 
paper  money,  duties, 
courts  of  admiralty,  appeals,  internal  taxes,  etc,  have  rendered*  people  so 
poor,  cross,  and  desperate,  that  tbey  don't  seem  to  care  who  are  their 
masters,  or  indeed  for  any  masters." 

Presently,  however.  Xew  York  rose  in  such  anger,  that  althoi^h  the 
city  was  the  headquarters  of  the  army,  the  naval  commander,  alarmed 
by  the  prospect  of  riots,  left  the  road  to  the  ocean  once  more  free,  as  it 
had  all  tbe  while  l)een  from  every  other  harbor  in  tbe  thirteen  colonies. 

The  Ministry  of  England  were  amazed  at  the  turn  events  were  takiDS 
in  America ;  and  the  only  Ministry  bent  resolutely  upon  enforcing  tbe 
stamp  tax  bad  affronted  the  king  and  been  dismissed  from  power.  The 
greatest  unanimity  pervaded  the  colonies,  widely  sun<lered  as  they  were 
from  one  another ;  nothing  less  than  the  absolute  repeal  of  the  odious  lav 
would  be  tolerated.  Tbey  deprecated  the  necessity  of  declaring  independ- 
ence, and  yet  abhorred  and  rejected  unconditional  submission ;  they  re- 
pelled the  name  of  "republican,"  as  a  slander  upon  their  loyalty,  and  , 
spumed  "  passive  obedience."  Meanwhile  divisions  confounded  the  coud- 
cils  of  tbe  English  nation,  and  tbe  mind  of  the  king  flnctuated  like  > 
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weather-vane.  Bockingham  declared  that  compulsory  taxation  was  the 
doctrine  of  absolute  monarchy,  not  of  the  British  Constitution.  The 
rightfulness  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  actually  in  dispute,  and  sentiment 
was  about  equally  divided  around  the  throne.  On  the  3d  of  October, 
the  great  statesmen  of  the  realm  agreed  that  the  American  question  was 
too  weighty  for  their  decision,  and  that  Parliament  must  be  consulted. 

The  news  which  came  across  the  water  distressed  the  king.  The  sur- 
render of  the  stamps  at  New  York  to  the  municipal  government  of  the 
city,  he  r^arded  as  "  extremely  humiliating."  "  This  is  undoubtedly  the 
moflt  serious  matter  that  ever  came  before  Parliament,"  he  said,  and  was 
impatient  to  receive  a  minute  report  of  all  that  should  occur. 

There  was  a  succession  of  stormy  debates.  Some  claimed  with  great 
energy  that  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  would  be  a  surrender  of  sover- 
eignty ;  that  there  would  be  no  submission  until  there  was  subjection ; 
that  persons  of  note  and  learning  had  originated  the  mischief,  and  had 
poisoned  the  common  people  until  they  were  mad  and  infatuated ;  that 
New  York  and  Boston  would  be  defenseless  against  a  royal  fleet,  and, 
they  being  brought  under,  no  other  town  or  place  could  stand  out.  "  I 
hope/'  exclaimed  the  excited  Bernard,  "  that  New  York  will  have  the 
honor  of  being  subdued  first."  He  considered  the  metropolis  as  the 
source  of  the  system  of  politics  which  }iervaded  the  colonies;  and  on 
account  of  its  superior  rank  and  greater  professions  of  resistance,  as  well 
as  for  being  headquarters,  should  be  made  a  shining  example. 

"  If  England  does  not  repeal  the  Stamp  Act,  we  will  repeal  it  our- 
selves," rang  out  from  America  upon  the  opening  of  the  new  year.  1766. 
The  Sons  of  Liberty  in  New  York,  at  their  regular  meeting  on  the  Jan.  7. 
7th  of  January,  resolved,  that  "  there  was  safety  for  the  colonies  only  in 
firm  union  of  the  whole  " ;  and  that  they  themselves  "  would  go  to  the 
last  extremity,  and  venture  their  lives  and  fortunes,  effectually  to  prevent 
the  Stamp  Act" 

On  the  14th,  in  the  midst  of  a  long  discussion,  Pitt  unexpectedly 
entered  the-  Chamber  of  Parliament.     He  was  in  feeble  health, 
and  it  had  been  a  long  time  since  he  had  been  there.     All  eyes 


'directed  towards  the  venerable  man  of  sixty,  who  had  said,  if  he 
'oonld  crawl  or  be  carried,  he  would  deliver  his  mind  and  heart  upon  the 
skate  of  America."  Nugent  was  just  at  the  moment  insisting  that  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  kingdom  obliged  the  compulsory  execution 
of  the  Stamp  Act  When  he  had  finished,  Pitt  arose  in  his  place ;  the 
agents  from  the  colonies  in  the  gallery  gazed  upon  him  as  if  he  were  their 
gnwdian  angel  His  speech,  abounding  in  strong,  bold  aigument,  subtle 
I,  and  singular  power,  was  reported  by  Moffat  of  Khode  Island,  and 
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shortly  was  within  the  reach  of  every  reading  man  in  America.  A  pause 
ensued  when  he  ceased,  and  then  Conway  arose ;  he  not  only  endorsed 
the  views  of  Pitt,  but  believed  the  latter  expressed  the  setitiments  of 
nearly  all  the  king's  servants,  and  wished  it  might  be  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  House.  Grenville,  who,  sitting  next  but  one  to  Pitt, 
had  writhed  under  the  lash,  came  to  his  feet  and  spoke  warmly  in  favor 
of  his  pet  scheme.  "  The  seditious  spirit  of  the  colonies  owes  its  birth 
to  the  factious  spirit  in  this  House,"  he  said  with  emphasis ;  and  vrith 
much  heat  attempted  to  wipe  off  the  aspersions  cast  upon  his  own  con- 
duct. Several  members  arose  after  him,  but  the  House  clamored  for  Pitt, 
who  seemed  to  rise.  A  point  of  order  was  decided  in  his  favor,  and  the 
walls  resounded  with  "  Gro  on,  go  on  !  "  The  assemblage  was  hushed  into 
breathless  silence ;  floods  of  light  poured  from  his  eyes,  and  his  voice 
trembled  with  feeling  and  passion,  as  he  answered  to  the  charge  of  having 
given  birth  to  sedition  in  America  "  Sorry  am  I,"  said  he,  "  to  hear  the 
liberty  of  speech  in  this  House  imputed  as  a  crime.  But  the  imputation 
shall  not  discourage  me.  It  is  a  liberty  I  mean  to  exercise.  No  gentleman 
ought  to  be  afraid  to  exercise  it  /  refoice  that  America  has  resided." 
The  whole  House  started  as  though  hands  had  been  joined  and  an  elec- 
tric spark  had  darted  through  them  all.  He  repeated  the  assertion,  and 
went  on  to  show  the  impolicy  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  late  Ministiy, 
adding :  — 

"  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell  the  House  what  is  really  my  opinion. 
It  is  that  the  Stamp  Act  be  repealed,  absolutely,  totally,  and  immediately ;  that 
the  reason  for  the  rej>eal  In?  assigned,  because  it  was  founded  on  an  erroneous 
principle  ;.at  the  same  time  let  the  sovereign  authority  of  this  country  over  the 
colonies  be  asserteil  in  iis  stn)ug  terms  as  can  be  devised,  and  be  made  to  extend 
to  every  point  of  legislation,  tliat  we  may  bind  their  trade,  confine  their  manu- 
factures, and  exercise  every  power  whatsoever,  except  that  of  taking  their  money 
out  of  their  pockets  without  their  consent.** 

He  s{X)ke  like  a  man  inspired,  and  his  words  swayed  events.  But  the 
i[uestion  of  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  far  from  being  settled.  It 
WiU3  argued  and  reargued,  and  the  question  of  right  came  up;  only  three, 
or  rather  Pitt  alone,  "  delated  strenuously  the  rights  of  America,"  against 
luort*  than  Jis  many  hundred.  One  long  winter  night  wore  away,  until 
tour  o'clock  in  the  muniing,  when  "  the  resolution  passed  for  England's 
right  to  do  what  the  treasury  pleased  with  three  millions  of  freemen  in 
Americiv."  Thus  the  colonists  were  henceforward  excisable  and  taxable  at 
the  mercy  of  Parliament 

The  spring  days  were  on  the  wing,  and  yet  the  Lords  of  England  were 
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diflcussing  the  Repeal  BilL  Pitt  hobbled  into  the  bouse  on  crutches, 
swatheil  in  flannels,  such  was  his  zeal  to  defend  America.  He  never 
spoke  without  fascinating  his  audience.  Edmund  Burke  won  undying 
fame  through  his  friendship  for  the  colonies.  The  repeal  finally  prevailed. 
On  the  morning  of  March  18,  the  king  went  in  state  to  Westmin- 
ster, and  gave  his  assent,  among  other  bills,  to  what  he  ever  after 
regarded  as  the  wellspring  of  all  his  sorrows,  ''the  fatal  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act"  He  returned  amid  the  shouts  and  huzzas  of  the  applauding 
multituda  There  was  a  public  dinner  of  the  friends  of  America  in  honor 
of  the  event;  Bow  bells  were  set  ringing,  and  on  the  Thames  the  ships 
displayed  their  colors.  At  night  a  bonfire  was  kindled  and  houses  illu- 
minated in  many  parts  of  the  city. 

In  the  general  joy  the  fact  was  unnoticed  that  the  king  had  affixed  his 
seal  to  the  Mutiny  Bill,  with  the  objectionable  American  clauses  of  the 
last  year ;  and  also  to  the  Act  declaratory  of  the  supreme  power  of  Parlia- 
ment over  America  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

Swift  vessels  hurried  across  the  Atlantic  with  the  tidings.  On  the 
20th  of  May,  the  news  was  announced  in  New  York,  and  the  city  May  29. 
"  ran  mad  **  with  gladness.  On  the  4th  of  June,  the  anniversary  J^^n*  *• 
of  the  birth  of  the  king,  an  ox  was  i*oasted  in  the  Fields  (City  Hall  Park), 
twenty-five  barrels  of  strong  beer  were  provided,  and  a  hogshead  of  rum,  with 
the  necessary  ingredients  for  making  it  into  punch.  A  pole  was  erected, 
at  the  top  of  which  were  suspended  twenty-five  tar-barrels ;  twenty-five 
cannon  were  ranged  near  by,  and,  amid  the  thunder  of  artillery,  and  the 
music  of  the  band  playing  "  God  save  the  King,"  the  standard  of  England 
was  displayed,  greeted  by  deafening  shouts.  The  jubilee  was  attended  by 
Sr  Henry  Moore,  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  council,  by  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  the  city,  and  by  the  military  officers  then  in  New  York 

Such  was  the  gratitude  and  good  feeling,  that  at  a  large  gathering  short- 
ly after,  at  the  coffee-house,  it  was  resolved  to  petition  the  As- 
semUy  to  cause  a  statue  to  be  erected  to  Pitt.  John  Cniger  brought 
the  matter  before  the  House,  and  it  was  received  with  favor.  Money  was 
appropriated :  but  provision  was  first  made  for  the  erection  of  an  eques- 
trian statue  of  King  George  III.  in  bronze,  because  of  his  benignity  and 
condetoension  ^ ;  the  one  of  Pitt  to  be  in  brass. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  chains  which  had  been  concealed 
in  Ae  concessions  of  Great  Britain  began  to  show  themselves.  Sir  Henr}' 
copimnnicated  to  the  Assembly  that  he  was  instructed  to  enforce  the  Mu- 
tiny Act,  which  required  America  to  furnish  free  quarters  for  the  king's 

*  TW  ilitiM  of  Ckoi^  III.  (by  Wilton,  the  celebrated  statuary  of  Ix>ndon)  was  erected  on 
tkno«)ii||OfMn  in  1770;  that  of  Hon.  William  Pitt  (by  the  same  artist)  iu  WaU  Street, 
^  aMT,  in  marble,  however,  instead  of  brass. 
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troops.  This  was,  in  theory,  worse  than  the  Stamp  Act  It  threw  the 
burden  upon  the  colony  which  chanced  to  be  the  headquarters  of  the  army. 
New  York  was  that  colony,  and  was  in  the  dilemma  of  submitting  imme- 
diately and  unconditionally  to  the  authority  of  Parliament  or  taking  the 
lead  in  a  new  career  of  resistance.  The  Assembly  responded  with  a  lim- 
ited Supply  Bill,  which  displeased  the  governor,  and  which  the  king  re- 
fused to  receive. 

The  soldiers  in  the  barracks  partook  of  the  spirit  of  their  officers,  and 
were  excessively  insolent  over  the  triumph  of  the  citizens    On 
^'     the  10th  of  August  they  cut  down  the  liberty-pole  which  had  been 
peaceably  erected  in  June.    The  next  evening  a  large  number  of  persons 
assembled  to  reinstate.it.     The  soldiers  hovered  about,  interrupted  pro- 
ceedings, and  finally  assaulted  the  unarmed  people  with  drawn  bayonets ; 
the  latter  retreated,  but  several  were  wounded,  among  whom  were  Isaac 
Sears  and  John  Berrien.     A  complaint  was  entered,  and  the  case  tried 
before  Mayor  Cruger.     The  British  officers  refused  to  reprimand  their 
men,  but  the  flagstaff  was  again  erected,  without  molestation,  the  mili- 
tary being  restrained,  as  was  supposed,  by  order  of  the  governor.     It  stood 
until  the  23d  of  September,  when  it  was  again  prostrated.    Two 
days  after,  the  people  met  and  re-erected  it.     The  soldiers  did  noC 
interfere ;  but  they  vented  their  ill-nature  in  so  many  irritating  ways  that 
the  Billeting  Act  never  found  favor  in  New  York. 
The  Assembly  liad  been  prorogued  to  the  7th  of  October,  and  after- 
wards to  the  6th  of  November.     On  the  17th,  Grovemor  Moore 
'  communicated  the  king's  veto  of  the  limited  Supply  Bill,  abo  the 
instructions  of  Lord  Shelbume,  who  emphatically  declared  that  his  royal  \ 
master  expected  and  required  obedience  to  the  Acts  of  the  L^islature  of 
Great  Britain.     It  was  four  weeks  before  the  House  replied ;  and  then 
the  tone  of  its  message  was  very  aggravating  to  the  royal  goveni- 
ment.     It  had  exercised  its  own  discretion,  and  contributed  to  the 
supply  of  two  battalions  and  one  company  of  artillery,  refusing  to  be 
"  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust,"  by  imposing  heavier  burdens  than  the  peo- 
ple could  supjxjrt.^     It  met  the  declaration  of  the  supreme  power  of 
Parliament  by  "  the  principle  of  the  supreme  power  of  the  people  in  all 
cases  whatsoever." 

Spring  brought  fresh  disturbances  to  the   metropoli&     The  annive^     , 
1767.   sary  of  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  was  celebrated  with  enthusi- 
March  18.  asm.     As  the  soldiers  could  not  endure  the  sight  of  processions  in    j 
which  they  had  no  part,  they  stole  out  at  night  and  cut  down  the  libeitj-    j 

^  Address  of  the  Assembly  to  Governor  Moore,  William  Niooll,  ^eaker,  ddiTercd  Dmm- 
ber  18,  1766.     Hold  New  York  GazetU,  1S51,  December  84,  1766.  | 
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pola  The  next  day  the  people  assembled  and  erected  another,  secured 
with  iron  bands.  No  sooner  was  the  city  asleep,  than  the  soldiers  made 
an  attempt  to  fell  it  without  success.  On  the  ni^^ht  of  the  20th 
they  tried  to  blow  it  up  with  gunpowder,  but  failed.  The  citizens 
resolved  to  guard  the  pole  on  the  night  of  the  21st,  and  when  the  March  2l 
soldiers  appeared  they  drove  them  back.  On  the  night  of  the  22(f  March  28. 
the  soldiers  came  out  with  loaded  muskets,  and,  when  near  the  pole,  faced 
about  and  fired  a  volley  towards  the  house  where  the  Sons  of  Liberty  held 
their  meetings.  Two  balls  took  effect  in  the  buildiug ;  one  passed  through 
it,  and  another  lodged  in  the  timbers.  This  daring  outrage  brought  out 
the  commander  of  the  forces,  who  ordered  the  soldiers  to  retire. 

(jeoige  III.  and  his  Lords  denounced  New  York  as  "  rebellious."  Amer- 
ica was  the  theme  in  all  companies,  social  and  political.  The  freedom  of 
the  New  York  press,  the  action  of  the  New  York  Assenil)Iy,  the  defiant 
attitude  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  and  the  petition  of  the  New  York  mer- 
chants^ provoked  universal  apprehension.  The  latter  (just  received)  was 
temperate  in  expression,  but  it  enumerated  some  of  the  useless  grievances 
of  the  Acts  of  Trade,  and  prayed  for  the  free  exjioitation  of  lumber,  and 
an  easier  exchange  of  products  with  the  West  Indies.  It  was  read  by 
ooe  and  another,  and  interpreted  as  fresh  evidence  that  nothing  would 
give  satisfaction  to  the  colonies  but  a  repeal  of  all  restrictions  on  trade, 
and  fireedom  from  all  subordination  and  de])endence.  The  king  talked 
nic»e  than  ever.*  He  was  oblivious  to  eveiy  consideration  of  wisdom  and 
expediency.  He  told  Shelbume  that  the  time  had  come  when  the  laws 
■nut  be  enforced.  But  Parliament  was  in  a  desperate  conflict  within  it- 
ad£  Bockingham  declared  that  neither  he  nor  his  friends  would  join  in 
laything  severe  against  America.  Pitt  was  in  the  country,  broken  in 
health,  and  his  eclipse  encouraged  the  wonderful  and  volatile  Townshend, 
whose  rolii^  passion  was  present  success,  to  devise  schemes  of  personal 
ambition.  He  could  never  resist  applause,  and  was  sure  to  pay  the  great- 
est conrt  wherever  political  appearances  were  the  most  inviting.  He  dic- 
tated to  the  Ministry.  His  brilliant  orator}'  took  inspiration  from  pass- 
ing events.  "Are  we  to  pay  infinite  taxes  and  the  colonies  none?"  he 
laked.    *  Are  we  to  be  burdened  that  they  may  l)e  eased  ? " 

News  came  that  Massachusetts  through  her  Legislature  had  given  a 
fcnnal  defiance  to  Parliament,  and  was  lending  her  influence  to  March  28. 
taitain  New  York  in  resisting  the  Billeting.  Act.  On  the  30th,  March  30. 
the  Lords  wearied  themselves  all  day  in  scolding  at  the  colonies  with  in- 
djsmminate  bitterness;  and  the  next  day,  and  the  next.  It  was  pix)- 
possd  by  some  to  make  New  York  an  example  that  might  terrify  all  the 
y  othen.  "  If  we  do  not  act  with  vigor,"  cried  Townshend,  "  the  colonies 
wiD  very  soon  be  lost  forever." 
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Plan  after  plan  was  discussed  Day  after  day  wore  away.  On  the 
13th  of  May,  Townshend  entered  the  House  of  Commons  with  the 

^  air  of  a  man  of  business.  By  special  order  the  doors  were  closed 
against  every  agent  of  the  colonies  and  every  American  merchant.  He 
opened  the  debate  with  an  appearance  of  candor;  the  colonies  had  all 
been  refractory,  but  New  York  had  added  impudence.  He  proposed  to 
pix>ceed  against  New  York,  and  New  York  alone.  He  moved  that  New 
York,  having  directly  disobeyed  Parliament,  should  be  deprived  of  the 
power  of  legislation  until  submission  was  secured. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  anarchy  in  the  Ministry,  he  perfected  a  bill, 
and,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  pushed  it  through  both  Houses,  by 
which  New  York  was  disfranchised.  At  the  same  time  he  introduced  a  new 
system  of  taxation,  which  stung  the  colonies  into  rash  words  and  rasher 
proceedings.  Duties  were  tacked  upon  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  a 
Board  of  Customs  established  in  Boston,  Writs  of  Assistance  l^alized, 
some  of  the  colonial  charters  abrogated  because  the  people  enjoyed  too 
much  freedom  under  them,  an  independent  support  provided  for  the 
crown  officers,  and  places  henceforwanl  to  be  filled  by  men  bom  in  Eng- 
land, who  were  willing  to  exact  implicit  obedience  from  the  Americans. 

The  New  York  Assembly,  foreseeing  the  storm,  and  without  recog- 
nizing the  binding  force  of  the  British  statute,  conformed  so  far  to  its 
provisions  as  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  use  of  the  army, 
without  specifications,  and  then  continued  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers 
iis  if  notliing  had  happened.  This  partial  concession  created  violent 
divisions,  the  governor  esteeming  it  a  politic  dodge,  and  the  radical  Sons 
of  Lil)erty  determining  to  resist  unto  the  bitter  end ;  when,  therefore,  the 
Assembly  was  dissolved  (its  septennial   limitation   having  expired)  in 

176S.  February,  1768,  a  hotly  contested  election  followed.  The  city 
Feb.  iL  members  chosen  were,  James  Jauncey,  Philip  Livingston,  Jacob 
Walton,  and  James  De  Lancey.     The  latter  was  at  the  time  in  England. 

Just  as  the  news  of  Townshend*s  high-handed  measures  was  dri\'ing 
the  merchants  of  this  continent  into  non-importation  agreements  more 
binding  than  ever,  and  the  Sons  of  Liberty  into  secret  and  startling 
pledges,  the  author  himself  fell  a  victim  to  fever,  and  closed  his  eyes 
upon  the  confusion  he  had  created  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  leaving  to 
his  successors  the  fatal  bequest  of  errors  which  could  never  be  retrieved. 
Boston  suffered  the  more  keenly,  and  threatened  the  more  loudly.  The 
ladies  organized  an  association  to  relinquish  tea,  and  the  whole  comma- 
nity  voted  to  forbear  the  use  of  any  of  the  taxable  articles.  But  months 
elapsed  before  a  ship  arrived  laden  with  goods  that  were  dutiabla  The 
Ministry  was  undergoing  a  revolution.     And  by  the  time  matters  woe 
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comparatively  settled  at  the  Court  of  George  III.,  an  "insurrection"  in 
Boston  was  represented  as  so  imminent  that  troops  were  sent  to  pre- 
serve order  and  assist  the  officers  of  the  revenue. 

The  merchants  of  New  York  met  and  resolved  to  sustain  the  action  of 
the  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  Boston.  Governor  Moore  thought 
such  proceedings  had  an  evil  tendency,  but  his  counselors  held  that  they 
were  strictly  legal :  the  people  had  undoubtedly  a  right  to  establish 
among  themselves  certain  rules  of  economy ;  being  mastei's  of  their  own 
property,  they  might  dispose  of  it  as  they  pleased.^ 

It  was  during  this  exciting  period  that  a  few  of  the  leading  merchants 
of  New  York  met  and  organized  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
first  mercantile  society  in  Americit  John  Cruger  was  chosen 
President,  Hugh  Wallace,*  Vice-President,  Elias  Uesbrosses,  Treasurer,^ 
and  Anthony  Van  Dam,  Secretary.  *  In  1770,  the  permanent  existence  of 
this  institution  was  secured  thn:)ugh  a  charter  from  the  crown.  Isaac 
Low*  made  the  motion  (December  5,  1769)  which  resulted  in  its  incor- 
|»ijration.  He  was  an  importer  who  for  a  long  period  seems  to  have  had 
a  monopoly  of  the  fur  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  an  able  and  influential 
citizea  The  committee  of  merchants  who,  accompanied  by  the  Presi- 
dent, John  Cruger,  waited  upon  Lieutenant-Governor  Colden  with  the 
carefuUy  prepared  draft  of  a  charter  and  a  petition  to  be  invested  with 
S!it'h  powers  and  authorities  as  would  Ijest  promote  the  commercial  and 

»  J/iwTf  lo  HUlithoroutjh,  May  12,  1768.     Baticro/f,  VI.  150. 

*  Hugh  and  Alexander  WaHace,  brothers,  were  merchants  of  wealth  and  position.  They 
lurried  nsters,  the  daughters  of  Comelius  Ix>w  of  Haritan,  New  Jersey.  Hugh,  the  elder, 
»*»  rboMen  Preifident  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  after  Mr.  Cruger's  retirement  in  1770. 
lie  wai  also  appointed  to  the  CouncU.  His  mansion  u{K>n  Dock  Street  was  the  ivsort  of  the 
gn^t  dignitaries  of  the  province,  and  his  manner  of  life  was  costly  and  elegant  He  remained 
b  New  York  daring  the  Kevolution,  and  retired  to  England  with  the  army  in  1788. 

'  The  Desbrosaea  family  were  of  Huguenot  extraction.  Klias  Desbrosses  was  a  religious 
■tto,  and  prominent  in  ever}-  charitable  enterprise.  But  he  docs  not  se<'m  to  have  taken 
part  in  the  angr}'  scenes  of  the  period.  He  remained  iu  the  city  during  the  Revolution, 
sntroablcd  bj  the  armie*i  on  either  side,  and  was  very  much  loved  and  respected  by  the 
eonnmuty.  He  was  the  third  I'resident  of  the  Chamber  of  Comniei'ce.  His  name  is  per- 
ptt— ted  by  the  strt^t  and  ferry  upon  the  west  side  of  the  city. 

*  Tke  Lawn  were  a  fomily  who  had  had  their  representatives  in  New  York  for  more  than  a 
entnry.  Cornelius  Low,  the  son  of  Cornelius  l^w,  was  bom  in  New  York  City  in  1700,  and 
in  Jul,  ia  1729,  Johanna  Gouvemeur.  Isaac  Low  was  their  son,  bom,  in  1731,  at  Raritan, 
5fw  Jcney.  (It  was  hii  sisters  who  marrieti  the  brothers  Hugh  and  Alexander  Wallace.) 
Jle  ■lanied  the  danghter  of  Cornelius  Cuyler,  Mayor  of  Albany,  the  niece  and  companion 
9i  jfr«.  Schujler ;  she  was  pronounced  "a  beauty  "  by  the  critical  John  Adams  when  he 
with  them  in  their  elegant  home  on  Dock  Street  in  1774.  The  sister  of  Mrs. 
Mis.  Van  Cortlandt,  of  Cortlandt  Manor.  Isaac  lx>w  was  the  seventh  Presi- 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  from  1775  to  1788. 
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landed  interests  of  the  colony,^  were :  Isaac  Low,  WUliam  Waltoi 
Also}),'  Charles  McEvers,  William  McAdam,  Sampson  Simpson, ' 
Buchanan,^  Kichard  Sharpe,  and  John  Thurman.  This  notable  ii 
which  had  such  a  bearing  ujxjn  the  future  prosperity  of  Nei 
o(>curred  early  in  the  following  MarcL  Golden  received  the  dd 
gmciously,  and  replied  :  — 

"  I  think  it  a  good  institution,  and  will  always  be  glad  to  proin 
commercial  interests  of  this  city ;  and  shall  deem  it  a  peculiar  ha 

1  Chamber  of  Commtru  Fuoords,  1768-1784,  pp.  73,  77,  79,  89-97. 

'  John  AIho]!  wafl  the  elder  son  of  John  Alsop  and  Abigail  Sackett,  uid  gnadion  o 
AlHop,  who  ciinie  from  Kngland  near  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  oentniy,  and  Kttlec 
town,  liong  Inland.  He  wsa  an  importing  merchant,  and  had  aocnmiiktad  a  band 
tunc.  His  brother  Kichard,  who  was  at  one  time  his  partner,  bat  wlio  aftenraida  n 
Middletown,  (Connecticut,  was  trained  to  businass  in  the  coantiiig-lKNiae  of  FU%  Ii 
Ho  (John  Alsop)  took  an  active  part  in  the  patriotic  measores  of  the  merduuita ;  «• 
one  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  to  enforce  the  non-importation  agraenwiita ;  «i 
one  of  the  Comniitt4>e  of  Fifty-One  chosen  to  unite  the  coloniea  in  nieaBarat  of  t 
and  the  same  year  was  chosen  delegate  to  the  first  0)ntinent8l  Gongnaa.  He  wi 
the  (*oiiiniittw  of  One  Hundred,  and  elected  to  the  Congreaa  of  1776b  HaierigDei 
on  the  I)f('luruti()n  of  Iiidrpontlcncc,  and  retired  with  his  fiunily  to  Middlalown»  Goii 
He  n'tunuil  to  New  York  after  the  war,  and  was  an  active  and  luefal  membar  of  MC 
luH  dtnith  in  171*4.  His  only  child  married  Hon.  Rufos  King.  Among  hii  dliti 
duHci'ndnnts  may  In?  nicntione<l  the  Hon.  John  Alsop  King;  fonneriy  Goranor  of  1 
of  Nvw  York  ;  Hon.  Charli's  King,  LL.  D.,  late  President  of  Columbia  Colkff;  i 
JaiiieH  (ton?  I^iug  (the  iKiriker),  who  was  l^resident  of  the  Chamber  of  Comraem 
iind  1S4S.  Thi>  iianio  of  Alsop  is  honorably  sustained  by  the  deacendanta  of  his 
Kichani  Also]). 

"  ThonnuM  Hucliunan  wa.s  of  the  ancient  and  distinguished  family  of  Buchanan  of  B 
a  dan  whii-h  lirld  a  prominent  place  in  the  annals  of  Scotland.  His  father,  Gcoige  B 
was  a  gi'nt Ionian  of  fortune,  liU'rully  educated,  and  his  mother,  Jean  Lowden,  waa  i 
gtMitlo  Mrth.  Tlu'ir  lionu>  was  in  (rla.sgow.  Thomas  was  edncated  at  the  Univcnity 
^iw,  Imt  I'aini*  to  Nvw  York  U'forc  he  had  completed  hia  nineteenth  year.  Tiadil 
that  »Ithou>;h  ho  Uvunu*  a  {mrtnor  with  one  of  hia  relativea  of  the  aame  name  in  a  n 
hou.M>  (Mipif^tMi  in  a  fon>ign  and  domestic  trade  of  oonsiderable  magnitude,  that  he 
inti'ntii>n  of  Un'oiiiin^  a  iK'nuunent  resident  of  New  York,  nntil  he  fell  in  love  wil 
iliUi^litor  of  Jacob  T«>wns<Mid,  of  i>yster  lUy*  liOng  Island,  a  lady  of  gnat  personal  att 
in  I7(>r>  they  wen'  married.  The  family  of  his  wife  were  closely  identified  with  t 
of  tli<*  eolonies,  l>ut  as  he  was  not  Americun  Uun  he  was  enabled  to  pnme  an  indi 
rouMe  in  the  stni^Ie,  and  n*tainiil  the  i^tet'm  of  both  the  Americani  and  the  Briti 
wax  one  of  the  fanuuis  i.\>nuniCtee  of  i^ne  Hundnnl  chosen  to  take  control  of  the  dty 
and  he  w;is  one  of  the  sij^iers  of  the  loyal  addr«*«s  to  Lord  and  General  Howe  in  Sq 
irrii.  He  built  a  dwell in^-hous«>  on  Wall  Street  on  the  site  of  the  preaent  Custom  H< 
its  j^nmnds  extenditl  to  SKnit  I  .tine,  where  his  warehouse  was  located  ;  he  lived  hcrei 
diMth.  in  1Sir».  He  was  a  pmnioter  of  public  institutions  and  charities,  and  filk 
otiiv-es  of  r^'s|Htiisi1>iltty  and  loni menial  trust.  He  was  buried  in  his  family  vull 
Wall  Stn^^t  rn'sbyterian  i^hun'li.  Ho  lot't  eight  efaildr^n  :  of  these,  Almy  married  . 
liiH*let  :  M.ir>r»n«t  marriinl  KoU'rt  K.  iuH'lot :  Martha  married  Thomas  Hicki.  sooo' 
head  Hieks«  Mayor  of  Now  York:  KUraWth  married  Samuel  Gilford;  Ymtm 
Thoni.ts  i\  rearsall.     Mr.  Bui-hunan's  onlv  son  died  nnmamed. 
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lat  a  society  so  beneficial  to  the  general  good  of  the  province  is  incor- 
nated  during  my  administration.'' 

Twelve  months  afterward  a  committee  of  merchants  waited  upon  the 
eutenanlrgovemor  to  request  him  to  sit  for  his  picture  at  the  expense  of 
le  Chamber,  which,  when  painted,  should  be  hung  in  the  great  hall  of 
le  institution,  in  grateful  appreciation  of  the  advantages  conferred  by 
le  royal  charter.  The  work  was  duly  accomplished,  —  a  life-size  por- 
ndt^ — which,  after  many  vicissitudes,  having  escaped  perils  by  sword 
nd  by  fire,  now  graces  in  all  the  dignity  of  its  centennial  years  the 
lonorable  place  to  which  it  was  originally  destined. 

And  the  citizens  of  New  York  found  time,  in  the  midst  of  agitations 
ind  revolutionary  gossip,  to  concentrate  interest  upon  a  college  com- 
iiencement    The  public  exercises  of  the  spring  of  1768  drew  together  an 
inusually  large,  intelligent,  and  fashionable  audience.     The  graduates  on 
this  occasion  were  Benjamin   Moore,  afterwards  Bishop  Moore;  John 
Stevens,  (Souvemeur  Morris,  whose  oration  won  great  applause,  Gulian 
Verpknck,  Egbert  Benson,  James  Ludlow,  Peter  Van  Schaick,  Charles 
Doughty,  and  John  Beardsley.    They  were  all  distinguished  men  at  a 
later  day.     Benjamin  Moore  and  Gouverneur  Morris  were  presented  with 
silver  medala    The  latter  possessed  an  inoi*dinate  amoimt  of  self-confi- 
dence for  one  of  his  age  (he  was  bom  in  1752),  and  shortly  began  to 
viite  anonymous  papers  on  the  grave  questions  of  finance  and  taxa- 
tioiL    He  studied  law  imder  the  careful  direction  of  William  Smith,  the 
lustorian,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  before  he  was  twenty  years 
oU.    He  developed  the  traits  of  character  so  marked  in  his  ancestry, 
-^encigy,  persistence,  and  independent  fearlessness,  —  but,  unlike  his 
ither  and  grandfiEither,  he  commenced  his  career  without  fortune,  know- 
ing that  his  future  success  depended  upon  his  own  efforts ;  a  legacy  of 
two  thousand  pounds,  to  be  paid  after  his  mother's  death,  was  all  he 
^  to  expect  from  his  father's  estate.     He  had  the  advantage  of  the 
&Bu]y  name,  as  well  as  that  of  a  fair,  pleasing  face  and  a  fine  voice, 
•»d  was  remarkably  industrious.     One  of  the  early  important  causes  in 
^4udi  he  was  engaged  was  that  of  a  contested  election  in  Westchester 
County,  where  John  Jay  was  his  opponent.     It  involved  principles  of 
c^^idence,  questions  about  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  matters  Jocal  and 
general,  which  gave  scope  for  the  display  of  no  little  legal  learning  and 
fcwiwc  ability. 

The  new  year  opened  gloomily.      Although  England  was  afraid  to 
•Wb,  every  effort  was  being  made  to  intimidate  the  colonies. 
"•ton  was  in  disgrace ;   that  is,  soldiers  paraded   her  streets 
^^^^  u  yet  nothing  was  given  them  to  do.     Boston  had  not  rebelled 
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neither  was  Boston  subdued  by  the  nulitaiy  display.     The  fiist  t 

to  enforce  the  taxes  would  tell  the  stoty,  and  even  Lord  Nortli  hesitated. 

New  York  continued  to  send  mes- 
patby  to  Boston :  and  the  New  York 
pleted  the  expression  of  Auiericaii 
unanimously  asserting  its  legislative 
very  sorry,"  wrote  the  govi 
"to  inform  you  tJiat  I  have  been 
cessity  of  putting  an  end  to  the  late 
a  dissolution ;  my  duty  would  not 
pass  over  unregiutied  the  estraor- 
it   had  entered   ui>ou  its  jour- 
action  the  governor  w; 
(lorted   by  his 
the  eight  uieni- 
directly  op- 
Thenewelec- 
iutense  excite- 
iiieans  and  de- 
to  sec 

SirWilliaa 
friend  in  Xew  1 
you  nre  likely  | 
time  at   the 
probably .  there 
for  shilial 


St.  Put*  ClwpM. 


Some  of  the  iucidents  show  how  trifles  were  turned  to  advantage  on 
this  occasiou ;  it  w;is  reported  that  a  certain  gentleman  had  said  thi> 
•■  the  Irish  were  jxior  beggars,  and  had  come  over  upon  a  bunch  of  Btia».' 
The  whole  bo.ly  of  Irishmen  immediately  joined  and  appeared  villi 
strau-s  tu  their  hats.  Another  person  was  said  to  have  remained  tbit 
■■  the  Germans  were  like  firebrands."  They  at  once  resolved  to  vot«  with 
tirebmuds  in  their  bands.  Being  dissuaded,  tiiey  distingoiabed  them- 
selves by  the  name  of  Firrbmnds.  This  was  the  last  Assembly  evff 
elected  under  the  crown.  The  contest  in  the  city  vtia  between  tin 
Church  of  England  party  and  the  Pi>;sbvterians, — the  former  being  led  l^ 
the  Pe  Lanceys  and  the  latter  by  the  Liviogstoos  with  almost  as  mDcb 
acrimony  as  ten  years  previously.  The  church  party,  having  the  snpjw* 
of  the  mercantile  and  masonic  interests,  were  triumphant  The  city 
members  were,  John  I'rugcr.  ■lauies  l>e  Dtncey,  Jacob  Walton,  *** 
>  Moan  lu  SUltiunrntk,  Junac7  t,  17S>. 


REPEALS,  743 

James  Jauncey.     "  James  De  Lancey  takes  the  lead,"  wrote  John  Watts, 
"and  must  continue  to  do  so  as  long  as  he  manages  with  common  wisdom, 
his  father's  memory  is  so  much  revered."    The  House  met  April 
4,  and  John  Cruger  was  chosen  speaker.     On  motion  of  Philip 
Livingston,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  returned  to  the  merchants,  for  their 
repeated,  disinterested,  public-spirited,  and  patriotic  conduct  in  declining 
die  importation  of  goods  from  Great  Britain  imtil  such  acts  of  Parliament, 
as  the  (reneral  Assembly  of  New  York  had  declared  unconstitu- 
tional and  subversive  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of 
this  colony,  shoidd  be  repealed.^     And  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
resolves  which  caused  the  dissolution  of  the  former  Assembly  would  have 
been  emphatically  renewed,  but  that  Philip  Livingston  was  dismissed, 
after  violent  debates,  on  the  ground  of  non-residence,  he  having  been 
elected  from  the  manor  when  his  home  was  in  the  city. 

"The  Livingstons  are  not  entirely  crushed,"  wrote  Hugh  Wallace, 
"for  it  is  said  that  he  will  be  returned  again  and  again,  and  so  become 
another  Wilkea"  Judge  Eobert  R  Livingston  lost  his  seat  as  a  member, 
hecanse  of  a  new  law  which  rendered  the  office  of  judge  and  representa- 
tive incompatible.  Governor  Moore  regretted  this  exceedingly,  as  he 
entertained  a  high  opinion  of  the  judicial  gentleman.  He  wrote  at  once 
to  the  Lords,  recommending  him  as  counselor  in  the  place  of  Lord  Stir- 
ling, who  had  resigned  on  account  of  his  New  Jersey  estates,  and  his  con- 
nection with  the  New  Jersey  Council.  He  described  Judge  Livingston  as 
a  man  of  great  ability  and  many  accomplishments.  He  said,  "  his  father 
(who  is  very  far  advanced  in  years)  is  possessed  of  a  great  landed  estate, 
which  will  come  to  him  undivided,  as  he  is  an  only  son,  and  he  is  married 
to  the  richest  heiress  in  this  country,  whose  father.  Colonel  Henry  Beek- 
nmn,  is  likewise  very  old  and  infirm  ;  so  in  all  human  probability  he 
must  shortly  become  the  greatest  landholder,  without  any  exception,  in 
New  York." 

As  the  summer  advanced,  the  English  Lords,  palsied  by  indecision, 
l«gan  to  discuss  repeals.  They  finally  agreed  that  thfe  duties  on  glass, 
paper,  and  painters'  colors  were  contrary  to  the  true  principles  of  com- 
njeroe.  But  the  tax  on  tea  must  be  maintained  as  an  eviaence  of  lordly 
superiority.  The  New  York  merchants,  who  had  originated  non-impor- 
tation, and  carried  it  rigidly  into  effect,  which  was  not  true  of  any  other 
colony,  invited  Boston  to  extend  the  a'^reement  against  importing  <intil 
flwy  Act  imposing  duties  should  be  repealed. 

Meanwhile  the  effects  of  the  Non-Importation  Acts  were  alarming  in 
savage  New  York     The  scarcity  of  goods  at  the  trading-posts  led  the  Six 

^  Jowmah  of  Uu  4Membly  ;  Chamber  of  Commerce  JUeords, 
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Nations,  who  could  not  comprehend  the  policy  through  which  these  acts 
were  dictated,  to  imagine  that  the  king  and  colonists  had  conspired  to  re- 
strict their  trade.  Sir  William  Johnson  called  a  congress  of  sachems,  but 
no  Indian  goods  suitable  for  presents  could  be  found.  One  large  package 
designed  especially  for  this  purpose,  and  consigned  to  a  merchant  in  Al- 
bany, was  seized  in  New  York  on  its  way  to  the  consignee,  by  the  Sons  of 
Liberty,  who  were  carrpng  out  the  non-importation  agreement  with  com- 
mendable vigor.  It  nearly  produced  the  complication  which  would  have 
ended  in  another  bloody  Indian  war. 

The  imports  of  New  York  had  fallen  off  more  than  five  parts  in  six. 
The  merchants  were  becoming  impatient  of  a  system  of  voluntary  renun- 
ciation which  was  so  unequally  kept ;  the  belief  was  common  that  if  the 
other  colonies  had  adhered  to  it  as  strictly,  all  the  grievances  would  have 
been  redressed.   The  policy  of  importing  all  goods  except  tea,  was  broached, 
and  met  with  favor.     It  was  violently  opposed  by  Sears,  MacDougall, 
Lamb,  and  others  of  the  radical  popular  party ;  but  men  went  from  ward 
to  ward  to  take  the  opinions  of  the  people,  and  it  was  found  that  eleven 
hundred  and  eighty,  against  three  hundred,  were  disposed  to  confine  the 
restriction  to  tea  alone.   The  Sons  of  Liberty  tiiroughout  the  colonies  raised 
a  howl  of  disapprobation.     Patriotism,  they  said,  was  on  the  decline.   Bot 
the  New  York  merchants   argued  from  a  broader  standpoint  than  has 
been  generally  supposed.     They  had  originated  and  alone  sacredly  en- 
forced the  non-importation  agreement,  and  it  was  reacting  dangerously 
upon  the  savage  population.     Concessions  had  been  made  by  the  mother 
country,  however   inadequate,  and  circumstances  justified   the  taking 
advantage   of  those  concessions.     Before  the  middle  of  July,  1770,  » 
packet  sailed  for  England  with  orders  for  all  kinds  of  merchandise  except 
Tea. 

Prior  to  this  important  event,  the  sudden  death  of  Sir  Henry  Moore, 
(September  11,  1769),  after  an  illness  of  three  weeks,  threw  the  reins 
of  government  once  more  into  the  hands  of  the  aged  Lieutenant-Grovenwf 
Golden.  The  indolence,  courteous  address,  and  genial  disposition  of  Moae, 
had  secured  the  cordial  good- will  of  even  his  bitterest  political  opponents, 
but  the  most  trifling  acts  of  Golden  were  liable  to  misconstruction  through 
his  previous  unpopularity. 

The  latter  met  the  Assembly  in  November,  demanding  a  further  sub- 
sidy for  the  troops.  There  was  no  inmiediate  response.  The  House  had 
persistently  refused  to  pay  for  the  burnt  chariot,  and  other  losses  sustained 
by  Golden  in  the  time  of  the  Stamp  Act  riot     But  the  want  of  pio- 

in  the  shape  of  currency  had  for  a  long  time  been  gravriy 
was  sbortily  introduced  for  the  emission  of  bilb  of 
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a«dit  to  the  amount  of  one  Iiuadted  and  twenty  thousand  pounds,  to  be 
knned  to  the  people,  and  the  interest  applied  to  the  support  of  the  gov- 
ernment And  on  the  15th  of  December  a  motion  was  made  to 
gnnt  two  thousand  pounds  of  the  interest  arising  from  the  loan 
IhU,  when  it  should  become  a  law,  towards  the  support  of  the  troops,  which 
tamed  the  scale  and  induced  Golden  to  approve  the  questionable  bill, 
even  at  the  lisk  of  ParUamentaiy  displeasure. 

The  next  day  an  inflammatory  handbill  threw  New  York  into  confu- 
■kiD.     It  was  addressed  "  To  the  Betrayed  inhalntaTiis  of  the  city 
and  toUmy  of  New  York,"  and  was  signed  "  A  Son  of  Liberty."    It 
warned  the  people  against  this  "  subtle  attack  upon  their  liberties,"  and 
declared  it  a  corrupt  and  infamous  combination  between  a  powerful  fam- 
ily (referring  to  the  De  Lanceys)  and  the  lieutenant-governor,  to  compel 
nilxuission   to   the   Mutiny  Act ;   and   concluded   by  calling  a  popular 
M^ing  in  the  Fields.     The  uext  day  a  large  multitude  assembled. 
John  Iamb  explained  the  object  of  the  meeting  in  a  spirited  ad- 
drae,  and  pat  the  question  whether  "  the  people  would  approve  the  do- 
inp  of  the  L^islature."    The  vote  for  disapproval  appeared  unanimous, 
ud  I«mb  was  appointed  chairman  of  a  committee  of  seven,  to  report  the 
uw  to  the  House.     They  were  received  courteously,  but  the 
UKtalatnie  did  not  esteem  it  worth  while  to  be  dictated  to  by  a 
meeting  which  partook  so  apparently  of  the  uhanicter  of  a  muK     Resolu- 
tioM  were  immediately  passed,  condemning  the  liaudbill  as  a  sedi- 
lioos  and  infamous  libel,  and  £  100  was  offered  for  the  detection  of 
Ibe^ter.    Following  these  resolutions,  appeared  a  second  handbill  signed 


°VEK  rOnK,  MlBu  ft*'    ' 


SpKlnwn  o(  flill>. 

th&l  each  and  all  were  implicated  to  the  same  extent  as 
,  Bid  he  was  dismissed.  The  passage  of  the  bill  was,  in  sub-  1770. 
^tbe  genn  of  bank  legislation.  These  bills  of  credit  were  '"'■*■ 
legd  tender  in  all  dues  to  the  govemmeot,  and  possessed  the  esseu- 
r  c^  tbe  treasury  notes  of  the  present  day.  They  were  issued 
T  <Am  i|ipaisted  by  the  governor  and  council.  It  was  supposed  they 
^■U  G^itni  Uie  Imdea  of  taxation  by  funisbii^  a  ciroulating  medium. 
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The  soldiers  had  long  writhed  under  the  contempt  Avith  which  they 
had  been  treated  by  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  and  only  waited  for  an  opportu- 
nity to  return  scorn  with  interest.     Now  that  supplies  were  granted,  the 
officers  ceased  to  restrain  them  through  policy,  as  hitherto.     Hence  an  at- 
tack was  planned  upon  the  detested  liberty-pole.     A  portion  of  the 
Sixteenth  Regiment  came  out  in  the  night,  bored  off  its  supporters, 
and  attempted  to  blow  it  up  with  gunpowder.     A  knot  of  men  having 
gathered  while  they  were  thus  engaged,  they  were  charged  upon  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  driven  into  a  tavern  kept  by  La  Montague,  the  well-known 
rendezvous  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty.    They  attempted  to  defend  themselves, 
but  the  soldiers  broke  the  windows  and  doors  and  demolished  the  fumi 
ture.     Finally,  an  officer  appeared  and  ordered  the  soldiers  to  the 
barracks.     Three  nights  afterward  the  destruction  of  the  pole  was 
accomplished,  and  its  fragments  piled  in  front  of  La  Montague's  door. 
Incensed  beyond  endurance,  three  thousand  citizens  assembled  next 
morning  at  the  scene  of  the  outrage.     Resolutions  were  adopted, 
among  which  was  one  to  the  effect  that  all  soldiers  found  armed 
in  the  streets  after  roll-call,  should  be  treated  as  "  enemies  to  the  peace 
of  the  city."    A  committee  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty  were  appointed  to  en- 
force the  Resolutions.     The  next  momin<;  insolent  placards  were 

Jan.  18  o  x^ 

'  found  posted  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  ridiculing  the  action  of 
the  citizens.  Later  in  the  day,  Sears  and  one  or  two  others  caught  three 
soldiers  in  the  tict  of  posting  more  of  these  handbills,  and  collared  m\ 
marched  them  towards  the  mayor's  office.  They  were  met  by  a  band  of 
some  twenty  soldiei-s,  who  attempted  to  rescue  their  fellows.  An  affray 
ensued,  the  soldiers  striking  the  citizens  indiscriminately  with  cutlasses 
and  clubs,  and  they  defending  themselves  as  best  they  could,  with  cane^, 
cart-stakes,  and  such  weapons  as  lay  within  their  reach.  The  latter  gain- 
ing advantage,  the  military  reti'eated  towards  Golden  Hill ;  *  at  this 
point  they  were  met  by  a  reinforcement,  and  about  to  make  a  furioos 
charge  upon  the  citizens,  when  officers  appeared  and  ordered  the  men  to 
the  barracks.  Thus  the  riot  was  quelled.  But  several  persons  had  been 
•  ,*  wounded  and  one  killed.  The  next  day  there  was  a  skirmish  both 
morning  and  afternoon.*  The  city  was  thrown  into  the  wildejfc 
commotion,  the  bells  rang,  and  the  news,  with  exaggerations  and  embel- 

^  That  portion  of  John  Stn^et  between  Cliff  Street  and  Barling  Slip.  This  wm  allad  tk 
"  BttOa  of  Golden  HUl."  Thus  was  the  first  blood  (»f  the  Revolntion  shed  in  New  Yort  tf 
BMNitiia  before  the  manacre  in  King's  Street,  Boston,  and  five  years  before  the  Bsttk  of 
I^odn^ltoiL 

■  "  On  Saturday  there  was  another  battle  between  the  inhabitants  and  soldiers  ;  bot  tb 
HUfan  mat  with  robbers,  the  chiefebt  i>ait  being  sailoni  with  clube  who  were  detenniaai  H 
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lishments,  spread  throngh  the  country  with  the  swiftness  of  lightning. 
On  the  20th  the  mayor  issued  a  proclamation  forbidding  the 
soldiers  to  leave  the  barracks  unless  accompanied  by  a  non- 
commissioned officer,  and  order  was  once  more  restored.  The  newspapers 
loudly  celebrated  the  victory ;  and  the  Sons  of  Liberty  bought  a 
piece  of  land  on  the  western  border  of  the  commons,  and  erected 
another  pole,  with  "  Liberty  and  Property  "  inscribed  thereoa^ 

About  the  same  time  MacDougal  was  arrested,  on  the  accusation  of  the 
printer  and  his  journeyman,  as  the  author  of  the  libelous  handbills  in 
December.     "He  is  a  person  of  some  fortune,  and  could  easily 
have  found  the  bail  required  of  him,"  wrote  Golden  to  the  Earl  of 
Hillsborough,  "  but  he  chose  to  go  to  jail,  and  he  lies  there  imitating 
Wilkes  in  everything  he  can."     He  was  at  once  toasted  as  a  martyr,  and 
wgfi  visited  by  such  throngs  in  his  prison  that  he  was  obliged  to  appoint 
hours  for  their  receptioa     His  case  bore  sufficient  analogy  to  the  Wilkes- 
and-liberty  madness  which  had  so  recently  raged  in  England  as  to  cause 
"Forty-five"  to  be  adopted  as  the  watchword  and  countersign  of  the 
popular  party.     The  Sons  of  Liberty  drank  forty-five  toasts  at  a 
dinner  given  in  honor  of  the  Repeal  Act,  and  afterwards  marched 
in  procession  to  the  jail,  and  saluted  MacDougal  with  forty-five  cheers. 
On  the  forty-fifth  day  of  the  year,  forty-five  of  the  Liberty  boys  went  in 
procession  to  the  jail,  and  dined  with  him  on  forty-five  beefsteaks  cut 
from  a  biJlock  forty-five  months  old,  after  which  they  drank  forty-five 
toasts.    Such  was  the  spirit  of  the  times. 

MacDougal  was  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  for  having  published  a 
libel  against  the  government  He  was  not  arraigned  before  the  Assembly 
until  December.  He  was  defended  by  George  Clinton,  afterwards  gov- 
^or,  and  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  issued.  But  although  the  indictment 
^  not  tried,  the  main  witness  for  the  prosecution  (Parker)  dying  about 
hat  time,  MacDougal  was  not  liberated  from  his  confinement  until  the 
ih  of  March,  1771,  when  the  Assembly  was  prorogued.* 

!TMige  the  death  of  their  brother,  which  they  did  with  courage,  and  made  the  soldiers  all 
IB  to  their  harnicks.  One  man  got  his  skull  cut  in  the  most  cruel  manner.  What  will  be 
le  end  of  this  God  knows.*' — Extract  from  Letter  from  New  York,  January  22,  1770,  in  the 
ritiih  Eyening  Post,  March  15,  1770. 

^  This  pole  was  near  the  site  of  the  old  one,  opposite  the  present  252  Broadway,  between 
arren  and  Murray  Streets. 

*  M^jor-Creneral  Alexander  MacDougal  was,  in  March,  1 775,  a  member  of  the  provincial  con- 
DtioD ;  he  received  the  same  year  a  (commission  as  colonel  of  the  first  New  York  regiment 
1776  he  roee  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general ;  in  1777,  to  major-general ;  and  in  1778, 
peiseded  Patnam  in  command  of  the  Highlands.  After  the  flight  of  Arnold  he  was  placed 
ebsige  of  West  Point.  With  the  return  of  peace  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
iteu   H«  mm  also  president  of  the  Bank  of  New  York  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  June,  1786. 
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THE  DwELLINOH  of  HOME  OF  THE  LEADING  FAMILIES  OF  THE  ClTT. — A  GUMPSI  OP 
THE  HUGAR-lioUHEM.  —DISTRESS  OF  THE  EaST  InDIA  COMPANY.  —  ACT  OF  PaRUAMBST 
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ouKMM  WHirH  declared  the  Independence  of  America. 

NKW  YORK  at  tins  period,  like  England  herself,  was  afflicted  with 
e.xt^ess  of  aristocracy.  The  same  pride  and  arrogance  which  ruled 
in  tht»  palace,  and  which  tinged  the  whole  administration  of  Great  BritaiDt 
wciv  sUunpod  uj)on  the  central  colony,  and  biased  the  judgments  of  the 
viu'V  men  who  professed  the  most  liberal  notions.  New  York  was  a  nest 
of  families.  Nearly  all  who  figured  in  the  councils  of  the  colony  were 
n^attnl  to  eai'h  other  by  blooil  or  marriage.  Feuds  were  their  inheritance, 
having  Ihh»u  handtnl  along  from  generation  to  generation.  Thus  the  forces 
whiih  ci>ustitute  antagi»nisms  were  strikingly  developed.  Private  qua^ 
n»ls  bununl  tiervvly  just  Kuieath  the  surface  of  politics,  and  ilmuIne^ 
able  tluH»ries  evolvtnl  fn»m  the  N'arying  conditions  and  wants  of  a  grow- 
ing iHUumunity  fainuHl  the  flames.  The  idea  of  right  prevailed.  It  was 
the  life-giving  principle  which  was  to  result  in  a  durable  constitutioa 
Hut  i\»nflicting  opinions  distorttnl  the  idea  Some  clung  to  the  bequest* 
v»f  the  past  with  olistinate  tenacity ;  others  clamored  for  reform.  Theie 
wt^n«  fanatics  for  ivuservatism*  and  fanatics  for  ideal  freedom.    Men  of 
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peiiy  were  dismayed  with  the  aspirations  of  ignorance  and  incapacity; 
t  the  tradesmen  and  mechanics  suspected  the  wealthier  class  of  enmity 
popular  power.  The  merchants  were  not  in  sympathy  with  either; 
Y  were  the  chief  sufferers  through  the  pretensions  of  England,  and  were 
picious  of  all  who  were  in  a  position  to  be  won  by  the  distributions  of 
tracts  or  conmiissions,  and  at  the  same  time  were  afraid  of  the  rash- 
3  of  the  multitude  which  might  plunge  them  at  any  moment  into  the 
eries  of  a  desperate  conflict  The  aristocracy  which  the  system  of 
aerial  grants  had  created  was  divided  against  itself  The  two  great 
iii^  families,  Livingston  and  De  Lancey,  were,  if  possible,  more  widely 
arated  than  ever.  The  Livingstons  inclined  to  republicanism  in  any 
nt  The  De  Lanceys  pinned  their  faith  to  kingly  power. 
ieligious  and  state  matters  were  closely  allied.  The  Episcopal  was 
lyed  against  the  Presbyterian  Chiirch,  and  the  Dutch-Beformed  was 
lous  of  the  Congregational ;  both  the  Episcopal  and  the  Dutch-Eefonned 
pe  alarmed  by  the  leveling  cloud  which  seemed  to  hang  low  above 
ir  heada  New  York,  as  we  have  seen,  was  far  from  being  English, 
luragh  under  England's  rule.  Its  people  were  a  union  of  different  races. 
ither  had  events  of  the  past  few  years  tended  towards  an  increase  of 
pect  for  English  institutions.  Now  it  was  predicted  that  George  IIL 
mid  shortly  place  a  prelate  over  every  colony.  The  dread  of  absolute 
wer  in  a  spiritual  order  was  nearly  as  great  as  in  1689.  Hence  the 
^t  opposition  to  the  Church  of  England  which  the  officers  of  the 
venunent  pronounced  "an  effort  to  excite  tumult  and  anarchy."  Of 
e  TBiioos  churches  of  the  city  at  this  point  in  our  history  a  few  brief 
acriptive  passages  will  no  doubt  prove  acceptable  to  the  reader. 
Tiinity,  the  parish  church  of  the  Episcopalians,  had,  as  a  collegiate 
ttge,  St  Gteoige's  and  St.  Paul's  Chapel.  The  latter  was  new  (having 
)en  erected  in  1767^).  It  was  a  costly  structure  of  reddish-gray  sand- 
one,  ornamented  and  finished  in  the  most  elaborate  manner.  The  gal- 
OfiB  were  supported  by  massive  pillars,  and  two  great  square  pews 
Iwot  midway  upon  either  side  of  the  edifice  were  specially  designed 
"f  the  dignitaries  of  state.  The  excellent  Eev.  Dr.  Barclay  finished 
ii  labors  in  1764,  since  which  time  Eev.  Dr.  Samuel  Auchmuty  had 
wn  rector  of  the  church.  He  was  the  son  of  Robert  Auchmuty,  an 
"uiwnt  Boston  lawyer,  who  descended  from  an  ancient  Scotch  baronial 
•Buly  *  The  assistant  rector  was  Rev.  Charles  Inglis,  afterwards  Bishop 
'Nova  Scotia. 

'  in  ibteh  of  St  Paul's  Chapel,  page  740. 
■■^t,  the  brother  of  Rer.  Dr.  Samuel  Auchmuty,  was  the  famous  and  witty  Bostou 
^10^  with  Adams  and  Quiney,  defended  Captain  Preston  and  the  British  aoldiem 
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The  Xorth  Btitcb,  the  fourth  in  the  succession  of  Dutch  charches,  was 
first  opened  for  worship  May  25,  1769,  and  was  the  rival  in  arehitectutal 
pretensions  of  St  Paul's  ChapeL  It  was  located  on  Fulton  (Fair)  Street, 
then  quite  out  of  towa'  The  Eev.  Dr.  John  Henry  Livii^ston  was  called  to 
the  pulpit  the  next  year. 
He  was  young,  scarcely 
tweoty-aix  years  of  age,  of 
singular  person&l  beau^, 
tall,  athletic,  and  a  pro- 
ficient in  manly  exerciaea. 
He  had  been  graduated 
from  Yale  at  sixteen,  alter' 
a  rigorous  examination 
not  only  in  the  classics, 
but  astronomy,  mathe- 
matic8,andjuTi8prudeDcei 
and  he  had  traveled  o>-er 
Europe,  studied  theology 
in  Utrecht,  Holland,  and 
been  ordained  by  the 
Classis  of  Amsterdam.  He 
was  the  great-gnindsoD  fi 
Robert  Livingston,  ibe 
first  lord  of  the  manor, 
his  grandfather  being  Gil- 
bert, and  his  father  Heiiiy 
LivingstoiL  He  married 
(in  1775)  his  third  cous- 
in, Sarah,  the  beautiful 
daughter  of  Philip  Livingston  of  New  York  City.'  His  gifla  were  of  i 
hi^  order,  and  his  influence  was  soon  to  be  felt  in  the  ev'olutions  of  tbe 
political  wheeL      His  distinguished  associate.  Rev.  Dr.   Laidlie  of  Uk 


TuJnd^of .\diiunltT&i]aI'«7tol77<.  ThrirM>r 
■  PiMt  of  Xpv  Vorii.  Oof  of  tbr  nn*  of  Rct.  Dt.  fiUnorl  AochmiitT  (Sir 
SmmnI  AmAmIjI  tnnmr  >  gpaml  in  tbr  Rrituli  amr  uh)  n>  nilianiiwBtl;  kni^trd :  ^ 
tM^  h  Wk,  UMi— mill  ill    liiif  of  Uir  form  in  Inhtid. 

>1kN«iA  Duck  niwi4  Tu  iHuodrlfJ  in  1SI3.  ind  tak<a  4i)mii  in  1S7S  ;  ifwuti*- 
tartll  Ikr  MNHJ  r**"  **  ''^  "*'  '^  '^  Fulton  SlnM  pnirr-iMftii^. 

_  fkmilv  to  Kinjnton  in  ITTS.     Hi*  eUnt  dan^ln-  wv 

■  BfaatlMr  of  AtlwnT  :  hi*  M<cood  daof^tn'  BHRied  Dr.  Tboou  Jodw  <i 
IbwTwk,  Md  vn  the  »atb«r  of  Oh  vifi  of  DeWtttCUstM;  bii  no.  Bout  Fbil^i.  wM 
K  flunkw  af  Wuhi^ton'*  familT  ia  1  rrs. 
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Dutch  Church,  was  abeady  infusing  Scotch  prejudices  and  repub- 
lican philosophy  into  the  minds  of  a  large  and  intelligent  congregation. 

The  Presbyterians  had  about  the  same  time  found  their  one  church  in 
Wall  Street  inadequate  to  the  requirements  of  the  organization,  and  built 
the  brick  church  (in  1768)  on  the  corner  of  Beekman  Street  and  Park 
Bow.     The  lot  was  donated  by  the  corporation.     The  chief  agitator  of  the 
movement  was  Bev.  Dr.  John  Sodgers,  who  had  been  the  pastor  of  the 
Wall  Street  Church  since  1765.     He  even  went  about  in  person  to  obtain 
sahecriptions  for  the  new  edifice.     He  was  a  progressive  divine.     It  was 
he  who  abolished  the  custom  which  had  hitherto  prevailed  of  opening 
Sabbath  services  from  the  clerk's  desk.     He  was  fond  of  scholastic  theol- 
ogy, and  by  no  means  averse  to  political  economy.     He  entered  into  the 
Utter  controversies  of  the  period  with  fearless  enthusiasm.     His  whole 
wul  was  in  rebellion,  as  it  were,  with  what  he  styled  the  "  overbearing 
sfoiit  of  the  Episcopalians."    He,  like  Bev.  Dr.  Auchmuty,  was  a  native 
of  Boston.^     But  he  was  educated  in  Philadelphia,  whither  his  parents 
had  removed  in  1728.     He  had  been  converted  in  the  great  revival  that 
swept  over  the  country  in  1748,  under  the  preaching  of  Whitfield,  and 
hid  labored  as  a  missionary  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Delaware,  before 
settling  in  New  York.     He  was  fixed  in  habits  of  austere  industry',  and 
never  lost  a  moment  of  time.     Such  was  the  crowded  condition  of  the 
Wall  Street  Church  that  when  the  Brick  Church  was  completed  all  the 
pewB  were  taken  at  the  first  sale.     The  congregation  was  one  body  with 
that  which  worshiped  in  Wall  Street ;  there  was  but  one  board  of  trus- 
teea,  one  eldership,  and  one  ministry.     Failing,  however,  as  hitherto  in 
the  matter  of  obtaining  a  charter,  through  the  violent  collision  of  parties 
in  file  Assembly,  and  the  persistent  opposition  of  the  Episcopalians,  the 
ptoperfy  was  vested  with  trustees.     William  Livingston  and  John  Morin 
Scott^  who  were  known  as  the  "  Presbyterian  lawyers,"  were  conspicu- 
ous members  of  Dr.  Bodgers's  flock.     They  were  already  wielding  their 
gifted  and  caustic  pens  in  the  significant  direction  of  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent national  existence,  the  system  of  which  to-day  so  nearly  resem- 
liieB  in  its  order  and  strength  that  of  the   church  government  of  this 
denominatioD. 

It  was  in  1768  that  Bev.  Dr.  John  Witherspoon  reached  America  to 
Utt  chaige  of  Princeton  Collega     He  had  long  been  a  correspondent  of 

'  Ktf.  Dr.  John  Bodgen  was  born  in  Boston,  August  5,  1727.    He  succeeded  the  eminent 

^-  I>«nd  Bortwick  in  the  Wall  Street  (Tiureh,  who  died  in  1763.     He  died  in  New  York 

J%.  May  7,  ISll.    Daring  the  War  of  the  Kevolution  he  officiated  as  chaplain  of  Heath's 

of  the  State  Conyention,  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  of  the  first  Legislature.     He 

from  time  to  time  at  yarious  places  in  the  countiy. 
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Dr.  Bodgers,  by  whom  he  was  cordially  welcomed  and  entertained  upon 
his  arrival  in  New  York.     He  was  intensely  opposed  to  prelacy,  and 
claimed  with  magnetic  eloquence  a  fuller  degree  of  liberty  in  matters  of 
religious  faith  and  practice.     His  attention  was  almost  immediately  called 
to  a  special  bone  of  contention.    A  legacy  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
had  been  left  the  Wall  Street  Church  in  1754,  the  interest  to  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  the  poor  children  of  the  congregation.    A  l^al  difficulty 
had  arisen  concerning  the  transfer  of  the  fund,  the  party  having  it  in 
charge  refusing  to  deliver  it  to  the  church  because  of  the  want  of  char- 
tered responsibility.     Thus  for  a  series  of  years  the  church  was  denied 
the  benefit  of  the  gift;  and  to  add  to  the  acrimony  between  the  two 
ecclesiastical  bodies,  the  vestry  of  Trinity  Church  made  a  succession  of 
efforts  to  obtain  the  fund.     President  Witherspoon  was  fresh  from  the 
discussion  of  similar  topics  in  the  Old  World ;  he  was  learned,  versatile, 
and  brilliant,  and  gave  free  expression  to  his  viewa     He  denoonoed  the 
course  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  criticised  the  acts  of  the  king  and 
his  Ministry  in  language  so  direct  and  forcible  that  even  his  hearers  often- 
times trembled.    He  was  the  son  of  the  parish  minister  of  Tester,  near 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  John  Enox.^    When  the 
Pretender  landed  in  Scotland,  he  marched  at  the  head  of  a  company  of 
militia  to  Glasgow  to  join  him ;  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  batUe  of 
Falkirk,  and  remained  in  Donne  Castle  until  after  the  battle  of  CuUodea 
He  was  settled  in  Paisley  in  1757,  where  he  preached  until  he  was  called 
to  the  presidency  of  Princeton  CoUega 

The  Scotch  Presbyterian  Church  had  been  founded  in  1757  through  a 
disagreement  in  the  Wall  Street  Church  concerning  a  system  of  Psalmody. 
A  few  members  seceded,  and  in  1761  caUed  Eev.  Dr.  John  Mason  *  fioo 

^  Rey.  Dr.  John  Witherspoon  was  bom  Febmary  5, 1722.  He  died  near  Prinoetoo,  New  Jtf- 
aey,  Noyember  15,  1794.  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  President  of  Princeton  Colle^  he  k^ 
tured  on  moral  philosophy  and  rhetoric,  was  professor  of  diyinity,  and  pastor  of  the  duutk 
in  Princeton.  He  wrote  extensiyely  on  a  great  variety  of  topics,  and  took  an  active  \iBfiBa% 
part  in  the  proceedings  which  culminated  in  the  Revolution.  He  served  on  many  VB^ 
tant  committees,  was  a  member  of  the  convention  to  frame  a  State  constitatioii  for  New  Jl^ 
sey,  and  was  sent  by  the  Provincial  to  the  General  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  where  he  ufffA. 
the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

*  Rev.  Dr.  John  Mason  was  bom  in  1734.  He  died  in  New  York,  Apnl  19,  1791  Hii 
son.  Rev.  John  Mitchell  Mason,  D.  D.,  bom  in  New  York,  March  19,  1770,  and  edociladii 
Scotland,  succeeded  to  the  pulpit,  and  attained,  if  possible,  greater  eminence  than  hit  frtkr. 
His  eloquence  was  historical.  His  orations  of  the  most  general  Interest  were  on  the  (M^ 
of  Washington  and  of  Hamilton.  From  this  church  grew  another  chnrch  in  1810,  vkin 
bore  its  pastor  away  to  the  pulpit  of  a  new  stone  sanctuary  on  Murray  Street,  opfioatv 
Columlna  College.  In  1842  this  last-named  edifice  was  taken  down,  stone  by  stone  iff^ 
carefully  marked),  and  the  stracture  re^rected  in  £i|^th  Street,  where  it  still  (in  I^?^ 
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Scotland  to  their  pulpit    In  1768  a  substantial  church  edifice  was  erected 
on  Cedar  Street  near  Broadway.^ 

The  Baptists  were  few  in  numbers.  They  had  a  small  church  (built  in 
1760)  on  Grold  near  John  Street.  The  history  of  the  organization  is  inter- 
eflting.  It  originated  in  a  prayer-meeting  maintained  for  several  years 
in  private  dwellings,  and  afterwards  in  a  rigging-loft  on  William  Street, 
with  an  occasional  sermon.  It  was  considered  the  branch  of  a  church  in 
Scotch  Plains,  New  Jersey,  Elder  Miller,  the  pastor,  coming  to.  the  city 
once  in  three  months  to  administer  the  sacrament.  In  1762,  the  number 
of  members  being  twenty-seven,  the  body  since  known  as  the  First 
Baptist  Church  was  duly  inaugurated,  and  Rev.  John  Gauo,  a  promising 
young  divine  of  thirty-five,  became  its  pastor 

The  Methodists  were  imknown  in  New  York  until  1766.     In  the  early 

sprii^  of  that  year  a  few  families  arrived,  among  whom  was  Rev.  Philip 

Embuiy,  a  local  preacher.     He  held  services  in  his  own  house  for  a  brief 

period,  then  a  room  was  rented  for  a  few  mouths  in  the  soldiers'  barracka 

The  same  winter.  Captain  Thomas  Webb,  barrack-master  at  Albany,  was 

in  New  York,  and,  being  a  Methodist  minister,  preached  in  his  regimen- 

tak    The  novelty  drew  so  large  an  audience  that  the  old  rigging-loft 

in  William  Street  was  rented  and  occupied  some  two  years  for  religious 

worship.     In  1768  a  little  edifice  was  built  on  John  Street  near  Nassau, 

lixty  feet  long  and  forty-two  wide.     The  first  Methodist  conference  in 

America  convened  at  Philadelphia  in  the  summer  of  1773,  at  which  time 

it  was  reported  that  the  New  York  church  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 

o^ty  members.     It  was  not,  however,  until  after  the   Revolution  (in 

1784)  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  regularly  established 

He  Moravians  had  built  a  little  church  on  Fair  (Fulton)  Street  in 
1752,  the  comer-stone  of  which  was  laid  by  Rev.  Owen  Rice,  and  the 
Mication  sermon  preached  by  Bishop  Spandenberg.  The  rise  of  this 
denomination  in  New  York  dates  back  to  1736,  when  two  Moravian 
Jittlwpe  from  Grermany  visited  the  city  on  their  way  to  Pennsylvania. 
Kr.^ohn  Noble,  one  of  the  elders  in  the  Wall  Street  Presbyterian  Church, 
mrited  them  to  hold  services  in  his  house,  and  became  warmly  enlisted 
JB  their  cause.  He  subsequently  withdrew  his  relations  from  the  Wall 
Stoet  Church,  and  was  the  leading  man  among  the  Moravians  to  the  end 
rfkis  Ufa  For  three  years  public  worship  was  not  attempted ;  but  when 
4e  lishope  returned  from  Pennsylvania,  and  were  again  entertained  by 
Mr.  Noble,  services  were  resumed,  and  before  they  sailed  for  Europe  a 
■*»cty  of  nine  persons  was  formed.     Shortly  after,  Count  Zinzindorf,  the 

'  1W  Cedar  Street  Church  waa  not  abandoned  until  1836,  when  the  organization  removetl 
^tWlii^  edifice  in  Grand  Street. 
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founder  of  the  Moravian  Church  in  Grerraany,  landed  in  New  York  with 
a  considerable  colony  of  Moravians  on  their  way  to  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
presence  gsive  such  an  impulse  to  the  movement  that  before  he  left  the 
city,  elders  had  been  appointed  and  the  oiganization  placed  upon  a  per- 
manent basis.  It  was  some  years  later,  however,  before  the  funds  were 
collected  which  erected  the  edifice.^ 

The  Quakers  had  a  meeting-house  on  Little  Green  Street  near  Maiden 
Lane,  which  was  built  about  the  banning  of  the  century.  In  1775  they 
erected  a  much  larger  one  of  brick  on  Pearl  Street,  between  Franklin 
Square  and  Oak  Street,  but  it  was  not  completed  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war.  The  French  church,  described  in  a  former  chapter ;  the  Lutheran, 
with  its  quaint  belfry,  comer  of  Rector  Street  and  Broadway ;  the  German 
Reformed,  before  mentioned;  and  the  Jews'  Synagogue  on  Mill  Street 
(built  in  1706),  constitute  the  remainder  of  the  places  of  religious  worship 
in  1770. 

Boston  tore  the  New  York  letter  in  pieces  relative  to  a  resumption  of 
commercial  intercourse  with  England  and  scattered  it  with  scorn.'    The 
New  York  merchants  wrote :  "  Ah,  you  rejected  a  congress  which  might 
have  had  a  happy  tendency  to  unite  the  whole  continent  in  one  system,  and 
numbers  say  it  was  only  a  scheme  in  you  to  continue  importing  under 
pompous,  ostentatious  resolves  against  it    Your  merchants  have  been  into 
Connecticut  soliciting  the  custom  of  the  people  there,  and  ui^ng  them 
to  come  to  Boston  and  trade  because  Neic  York  was  out  of  goods.     The  bills 
of  idVLtry  made  at  the  Custom  House  in  London  contain  the  entry  of  all 
kinds  of  goods,  as  usually  shipped  from  your  port,  as  if  no  agreement 
existed     The  merchants  of  this  city  have  never  deceived  their  neighbors, 
but  have  most  religiously  maintained  their  engagements."' 

New  York  had  learned  the  lesson  that  agreements  were  useless  where  d< 
power  existed  to  enforce  their  ob8er\-ance.     The  relief  afforded  by  tb 
influx  of  necessary  goods  pnxluced  a  better  state  of  feeling.     Present' 
news  came  that  the  kin<;  had  mraciously  assented  to  the  emissi 
of  bills  of  credit ;    and  when  about  the  same  time  his  equ 
trian  statue  arriveil,  it  was  erecteil  with  imposing  ceremonies  on 

1  This  chuivh  was  taken  down  and  rebuilt  in  1829  ;  when  Fulton  Street  was  widen 
1836,  it  was  found  necessary  to  cut  otf  eight  feet  of  the  building.  Seven  years  aftenr 
was  remoTed  and  the  lot  sold,  a  new  otiitii.'e  Iving  ereoteil  on  the  comer  of  Houston  tnJ 
Streets. 

*  Votes  at  a  full  meeting  at  Faneuil  Hall,  •luly  24.  1770. 

•  The  plan  of  a  congress,  the  genu  of  the  idea  of  Americ*an  Union,  was  proposed  T 
York  to  her  neighbors  at  an  early  jvrioti  in  the  dispute.     Holt*s  Sew  IVri:  JauniaJ,  J 
1770,  contains  a  suggestion  in  regarvi  to  a  *'  fuitab/f  piace  for  a  congrest.*'     The  ur 
of  August  30,  1770.  i*on tains  a  letter  from  the  New  York  committee  of  merchant 
Boston  committee. 
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ancient  Bowling  Green,  the  Park  of  the  city.  The  Grovemor,  Council, 
Assembly,  Mayor  and  Aldennen,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Marine  Society, 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  citizens  generally  participated.  The 
terraces  and  lofty  balconies  of  the  arrogant-looking  mansions  in  the 
vicinity  were  filled  with  enthusiastic  spectators.  An  iron  railing  was 
built  around  the  statue  by  the  corporation  at  a  cost  of  £  800,  and  it  stood 
thus  in  all  its  gilded  glory  until  the  evening  of  July  9,  1776,  when  it 
was  demolished  by  the  excited  soldiery  immediately  after  the  reading  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  ;  an  act  partaking  so  much  of  the  char- 
acter of  a  riot  as  to  provoke  a  severe  rebuke  from  Washington  the  next 
morning. 

For  two  years  there  was  comparative  quiet.     The  eflbrts  of  the  Minis- 
try to  pacify  New  York  were  successful  to  a  certain  degree.     Commerce, 
however,  was  only  partially  restored.     Business  was  dull.     Public  im- 
provements were  neglected.     The  city  was  pervaded  by  a  restless  uncer- 
tainty, as  if  waiting  for  some  new  and  strange  chapter  in  the  history  of 
the  world.     Tea  was  still  rejected.     The  duty  had  not  been  abolished, 
even  though  the  East  India  Company  had  offered  to  pay  double  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  which  would  be  derived  from  this  impost  in 
America,  provided  Parliament  would  repeal  the  law. 

Meanwhile  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  had  arrived  as  governor  of  the  prov- 
ince^ (October  28,  1770),  been  received  with  the  regulation  ceremonies, 
uocupied  the  executive  chair  about  nine  months,  distinguished  himself  by 
declining  the  oflFer  of  an  income  from  the  Assembly, — his  salary  being  paid 
from  the  kin^s  treasury,  which  was  to  be  supplied  from  the  colonial  taxes, 
—and  by  instituting  a  suit  in  chancery  (over  which  he  presided  himself 
M  chancellor)  against  Lieutenant-Governor  Golden  for  half  the  emolu- 
Jnenta  of  office,  and  been  removed  to  the  government  of  Viiginia  He 
^  an  active  man,  fond  of  sports,  and  far  more  addicted  to  the  chiise 
than  to  l^slative  controversies.  Sir  William  Tryon,  Bart.,  was  his  suc- 
<»8Bor.  The  latter  came  (July  8,  1771)  fresh  from  seven  years'  i-esidence 
^  North  Carolina,  where  he  had  made  himself  odious  by  stupid  tyr- 
anny. He  was  less  able  and  stronger  willed  than  his  predecessor,  with 
smooth  manners  and  a  pleasant  countenance.  He  courted  the  favor  of  the 
wed  lords,  and  others  of  high  rank,  drank  wine  at  their  tables,  boasted 
^  hia  exploits  on  the  frontiers  (where  he  had  stained  his  hands  with 

• 

JWH)cent  blood),*  listened  i)atiently  to  the  complaints  of  the  merchants, 
.  *nd  endeavored  to  lull  anxiety  into  blissful  repose.     He  flattered  himself, 

Bioeitilt  ipeaka  of  Lord  Dunmore  as  "  a  ne<»dy  Scottiah  peer  of  the  House  of  Murray, 
l***"*!!!,  unow,  and  nnacrupuloos  in  bis  rapacity.*' 
*  imtroft,  VL  8M,  400. 
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as  veil  OB  George  III.,  that  he  was  managing  New  York.  The  Assembly 
had  appointed  Edmund  Burke  for  ita  agent  in  England,  and  with  such  an 
illustrious  champion  trusted  in  the  probable  redress  of  grievencea 

Tiyon  took  up  his  abode  in  the  governor's  house  in  the  fort  —  which 
was  burned  on  the  night  of  December  29,  1773,  the  &mily  escaping  with 

difficulty  and  one 
servant  perishing 
in  the  flames  — 
and  suheequentlv 
in  a  large  mansion 
OD  Broad  Street 
His  wife  and 
daughter  were  so- 
cial favoritea  His 
.  .    ^ .         .  ■  -         _  counselors     were 

■•■J  ind  Avtograph  of  Qevamor  Tryon. 

Chief  Justice 
Horsemanden,  John  Watts,  Oliver  De  Lancey,  Charles  Ward  Apthorpe, 
Roger  Morris,  William  Smith,  Henry  Cniger,  Hugh  Wallace,  James 
Jauncey,  Hemy  White,  and  William  AxtelL'  Watts  at  this  time  had 
reached  nearly  threescore  well-rounded  years ;  his  scholarship  and  refined 
tastes  were  often  quoted  in  England,  and  his  name  was  under  discussion  for 
the  governorship  of  New  York,  His  wealth  and  influence  were  elements 
of  strength  to  the  De  I^ncey  party.  His  family  led  in  the  aristocratic 
society  of  that  date.  His  eldest  son  Robert  had  recently  married  I^y 
Mary,  daughter  of  William  Alexander  (Lord  Stirling) ;  his  daughter  Ann 
was  the  wife  of  Archibald  Kennedy,  and  resided  in  her  st&tely  home, 
Na  1  Broadway;'  his  daughter  Susan  was  the  wife  of  Philip  Kearny ;  bis 
daughter  Mary  was  the  youthful  bride  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  of  Johnson 
Hall ;  and  his  son  John,  who  had  recently  been  graduated  from  King's 
College  (in  1766)  was  shortly  to  be  married  to  bis  cousin  Jane,  the 
daughter  of  Peter  De  Lancey  of  Westchester.  This  wedding  occurred  in 
1775.  The  sister  of  the  bride  was  married  the  same  evening  to  Thomas, 
son  of  Rev.  Dr.  Barclay.  The  invited  guests  drove  from  the  city  to  the 
De  Lancey  mansion  in  Westchester,  in  old-time  coaches  and  chaises,  not  a 
few  performing  the  journey  on  boraeback.     So  gay  and  brilliant  an  assem- 

■  Willuun  Aitell  was  appaiiit«d  to  the  Conncil  in  the  pb««  of  Hon.  JoMph  Rmi^  deeaand. 
wboaa  d&ugfat«r  ww  the  wife  of  Jsmei  De  Pejster.  Willimm  Axtell'e  wife  wu  the  niter  <t 
Junei  De  VtfOxt.    Their  residence  wa»  in  Fhtboah,  Long  IiUnd.  —  Dt  Peyttr  Oattatap/  , 

Clurlei  Wtrd  Apthorpe  had  ■  beaudful  conntry-ieat  (now  atanding)  near  what  is  XiDth 
Avenae  and  91st  Street  ;  Rog«r  Uorria'a  nuAnoQ  ww  on  the  Height*  beyond  ;  Olirpr  Pi 
lAOcey  had  an  elegant  rilla  overlooking  the  Hudaon  nearer  the  ci^. 

*  Bm  aketch,  p^e  SSG ;  alao  sketch  of  Watb  Maneion,  pa^  7S3. 
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Uage  had  hardly  met  smce  the  marriage  of  Alice,  the  eldest  sister  of  the 
brides,  to  the  celebrated  Ealph  Izard,  of  South  Carolina,  some  eight  years 
before.  John  Watts,  the  younger,  was  the  last  City  Recorder  under  the 
down ;  and  he  was  one  of  the  prominent  characters  of  the  city  after  the 
Bevolution,  of  whom  we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  further. 

The  quarter  nearest  the  fort  was  the  court  end  of  the  town.  The  man- 
sions of  the  Lawrences,  Crugers,  Van  Dams,  Bayards,  Morrises,  Van 
Homes,  and  other  consequential  families,  were  in  full  view  of  the  Bowling 
Gieen.  Fashion  had  set  her  face  towards  Wall  Street,  and  the  Ver- 
plancks,  Winthrops,  Marstons,  Buchanans,  Boosevelts,  Ludlows,  and  a 
few  others,  were  already  there.  Daniel  Ludlow  had  a  countiy-seat  at  Bar- 
letto's  Point  on  the  East  River,  from  which  he  was  accustomed  to  drive 
into  the  city  four-in-hand  during  the  summer  mouths. 

Chief  Justice  Robert  R  Livingston,  father  of  the  future  chancellor,  occu- 
ped  a  city  mansion  on  Broadway,  just  north  of  the  Wattses.  His  numer- 
ous sons  and  daughters  had  not  all  as  yet  reached  mature  age,  but  their 
influence  was  b^[inning  to  be  felt  The  journey  of  this  family  to  and 
bom  their  manor-house  at  Clermont  every  spring  and  autumn  was  some- 
thing imposing,  for  they  were  attended  by  a  long  train  of  men-servants 
ind  maid-servants,  and  the  transportation  either  by  sloop  or  by  land  occu- 
pied many  days.  There  were  many  fine  houses  on  Broadway.  Nos.  9 
•nd  11  belonged  to  the  Van  Cortlandts,  whose  country-seat  was  at  King- 
''ridge.*  They  were  built  together,  presenting  a  somewhat  peculiar  front, 
•nd  were  surrounded  by  grounds  filled  with  shrubbery  and  flowers.  No.  11 
^  the  inheritance  of  Eve  Van  Cortlandt,  who  married  Henry  White,  the 
cwmsdor,  and  it  was  where  she  lived  for  more  than  a  half-centuiy  after 
&  Revolution  ;  she  died  within  its  walls,  August  11,  1836,  aged  ninety- 
^igbt*  John  Stevens,  whose  wife  was  a  sister  of  Lord  Stirling,  lived  next 
door.    Dock  Street  contained  the  handsome  residences  of  the  Wallaces. 

*  See  iketch,  i»ge  697. 

'  After  Um  death  of  Mrs.  White  the  two  dwelling-honaes  were  converted  into  a  public  house 
^SOVB  at  Um  Atlantic  Garden.     It  was  pulled  down  a  few  years  ago,  and  historic  fiction  hay- 
^  OTQiMoiialj  identified  it  with  the  Bums  Coffee-House,  sundry  chairs  and  canes  were  made 
^  its  ralten.     The  place  where  the  famous  non-importation  agreement  was  signed,  October 
4 1715,  was  the  old  De  Lancey  homestead,  just  north  of  Trinity  Church,  converted  into  a 
N>&  houae  known  Tarionsly  as  the  "  Province  Arms,*'  the  "  New  York  Arms,**  the  "  York 
^iM,**  the  "  City  Arms,**  and  often  caUed  by  the  name  of  the  proprietor,  as  "  Bums  Tav- 
*ii**  aad  **  Bams  Coffee-House.*'    It  had  a  variety  of  proprietors  :  Willett,  Crawley,  Bums, 
loiteB,  Hnll,  and  others.     Puring  the  Revolution  it  was  the  favorite  resort  for  the  military 
OB  aoconnt  of  its  piazzas  and  balconies,  and  its  proximity  to  the  fashionable  prom- 
"The  Mall,**  in  front  of  Trinity  Church.    It  had  a  large  ball-room,  where  concerts 
li  mA  dandag  a»anblies  were  given.     In  1793  it  was  taken  down  and  the  City  Hotel  erected 
ili  ate.  — Jwdg$  Robert  B,  LivingsUnCn  Correspondence^  Mass.  Hist.  Soe.  Colh,  X.  560. 
iff  Nmo  York  m  a  Cknlury,  by  John  Austin  Stevena. 
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It  was  at  the  house  of  Hugh  Wallace,  the  counselor,  that  Governor  Tiy 
was  sumptuously  entertained  on  his  return  from  England  in  1775.  Ise 
Low  lived  also  on  this  street ;  and  Robert  Gilbert  Livingston,  Jr.,  a 
Robert  Cambridge  Livingston.*  Philip  Livingston,  the  eminent  mercha 
and  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  had  a  house  on  Du 
Street,  but  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  every  year  at  his  country-seat 
Brooklyn  Heights.  The  ancient  town-house  of  his  brother  Robert,  t 
third  lord  of  Livingston  Manor,  was  on  Broad  Street  Another  broth 
Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston  (whose  wife  was  the  sister  of  Lord  Stirlin* 
lived  on  Princess  Street ;  another  brother,  John  Livingston  (whose  wi 
was  the  daughter  of  Treasurer  Abraham  De  Peyster),  dwelt  in  a  pi 
tentious  mansion  on  Queen  Street ;  and  still  another,  William  livingstc 
lived  on  Pine  Street,  near  the  town  mansion  of  the  lord  of  Philipse  Man< 
He  was,  however,  building  "  Liberty  Hall,"  in  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey, 
this  time,  which  he  completed  and  occupied  late  in  the  autumn  of  177 
having  owned  some  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  rich  land  in  th 
region  for  the  last  dozen  years.  His  four  brilliant  daughters  were  sad 
missed  when  they  removed  from  the  city;  and  they  were  in  no  wi 
backward  about  expressing  their  own  r^ret  at  the  change,  saying  the 
expected  to  be  "  buried  from  society  in  that  sequestered  part  of  the  globe 
But,  notwithstanding  their  gloomy  predictions,  the  toilsome  and  mudd 
way  from  the  landing  was  kept  well  trodden  by  gay  and  ever-welcom 
guests.  And  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the  next  April  (1774),  th 
beautiful  Sarah  Livingston,  who  had  not  yet  reached  her  eighteent 
birthday,  was  wedded  to  the  afterward  celebrated  John  Jay,  and  a  laig 
proportion  of  the  notable  people  of  New  York  were  present  at  the  cew 
inony.  Lord  Stirling,  who  liatl  married  the  sister  of  these  numerous  Li^ 
iugstons,  had  a  city  home  on  Broad  Street,  although  his  estates  wei 
chiefly  in  New  Jersey. 

The  De  Lanceys,  like  the  Livingstons,  had  many  mansions,  several  o 
which  have  been  already  described.  The  most  famous  public  house  in  tl 
city,  as  far  as  its  historic  associations  were  concerned,  Fraunces*  Taver 
corner  of  Broad  and  Dock  Streets,  had  been  in  former  times  the  famil 
homestead  of  Etienne  (Stephen)  De  Lancey,  built  on  land  conveyed  to  hi 
by  his  father-in-law,  Hon.  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt  It  was  purcha« 
by  Samuel  Fraunces  in  1762,  and  opened  under  the  sign  of  "Quee 

^  Robert  Gilbert  Livingston,  Jr.,  was  the  grandson  of  GUbert,  second  son  of  the  fint  lo 
of  the  manor.  He  retired  to  Red  Hook  on  the  Hudson  daring  the  war.  Robert  Cambrid 
Liidngston  was  the  son  of  Robert,  third  lord  of  the  manor  ;  he  took  his  middle  name,  u 
distinction,  from  having  graduated  from  Cambridge  University,  England.  His  wife  was  k)k 
the  daughter  of  John  Swift,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  gifted  women  of  her  day.  Tb 
had  a  country-seat  on  Brooklyn  Heights. 
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Chariotte."  It  had  varioua  names  and  keeperk  Societies  met  here  ;  and 
in  one  of  the  great  rooms  of  the  second  story  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
held  its  monthly  meetingB  for  many  years.  Here  occurred  the  immortal 
fioewell  of  Waahington  to  his  officers  in  1783.     Two  stories  have  since 

been  added  to  the  edifice,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  sketcL' 
Hanover  Square  was  the  great  business  center  of  the  city.     A  few 

piinte  dwellings  of  the  better  class  were  there,  but  the  buildings  were 

chielly  stores  and  warehouses.    On  the  comer  of  Hanover  Square  and  Stoat 

lane     was    the 

aidW.BeekmaQ, 
wboM  wife    was   ' 
MuyDuyckinck. 
He  and     1 
Inflier,     James 
BwkmaD,     sons  I 
rf  Dr.   William  I 
Beekmao       and  I 
Cithirine  Peters  I 
it  k  Noy,  and  ' 
gntt-grandsons 

of  Hon.  William  Beekman,  with  whom  the  reader  is  acquainted,  were  im- 
pwtas  and  held  a  prominent  position  among  the  merchants.  Their  sister 
Cnnelia  was  the  wife  of  the  elder  William  Walton.'  James  Beekman  had 
wwntly  built  the  Beekman  mansion  on  the  East  Biver.*  His  wife  was 
Joe  Keteltas,  a  lady  of  New  York  birth,  so  clever  and  accomplished  that 
<kns  able  to  superintend  the  education  of  her  children  during  the  seven 
fMB'  exfle  of  the  family  in  the  Bevolution,  and  fitted  her  sons  for  college. 
Qneen  Street  (now  Pearl)  was  dotted  with  fine  residences.  One  owned  and 
"Wqaed  by  Heniy  White,  the  counselor,  was  formerly  the  De  Peyster 
with  it«  wealth  of  balconies  and  grounds.*    After  the  war  it  was 


'  8m  ytgjk  AM.  AmoDg  the  pablic  houses  in  New  York  at  that  time  was  one  on  Brown- 
j4a'(  Wharfl  >t  the  Flj  Market,  UfKcly  patronized  by  Briti»b  officers ;  another,  near  by,  was 
hMiH"8Bruth'B  Ta»era."  "Bull's  Head,"  in  the  Bowery  Lane,  was  a  two-atory  and  attic 
^MiyteTBrn,  mmnmded  bj  pens  for  droves  of  rattle.  It  was  near  the  public  slaughter-house. 
IW^bdNM  and  tea-gaidena  were  nuraerous.  The  celebrated  garden  and  UTem  of  Ia  Hon- 
kp>*M  oppoBte  the  present  park.  "  Vauxball"  waa  a  garden  at  the  foot  of  Warren  Street. 
Mdag  to  Chambera  Street  the  residence  fnnnerly  of  ^^or  James  of  Stamp-Act  Rjot  nem- 
•T-  Cofc-hoiuea  were  mnch  in  vogue.  The  "  Merchants' Coffee-House"  stood  on  the  south- 
**  emer  of  Wall  and  Water  Streets,  the  site  later  occupied  by  the  Journal  of  Commerce, 

'  <M  Aatdi  of  Walton  manajon.  page  6S4. 

*  Im  iktcb  et  Beakman  manaion,  page  569. 

*  8m  Aetck,  p^a  we. 
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the  residence  of  Greoige  Clinton,  the  first  governor  of  New  York  as,  a 
To  the  north  of  it  was  the  home  of  Andrew  Elliot,  lieutenant-go' 
from  1780  to  1783,  whose  daughter  married  Lord  Cathcart;  ai 
daughter  married  James  Jauncey,  the  counselor.  The  Brevoorts  r 
in  the  same  neighborhood ;  also  Whitehead  Hicks,  mayor  of  the  cit} 
1766  to  1776,  who  married  the  only  child  of  John  Brevoort  Eliae 
brosses,  whose  name  has  been  perpetuated  by  a  street ;  James  Duao 
famous  lawyer,  whose  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Robert,  third  lo 
Livingston  Manor ;  Theophylact  Bache,^  fifth  president  of  the  Chi 
of  Commerce;  one  branch  of  the  Van  Zandts,  and  many  other  famil 
note  lived  upon  this  street.  Walter  Franklin,  an  importing  mei 
of  the  time,  occupied  an  elegant  mansion  on  the  comer  of  Cherry  ! 
{(nd  Franklin  Square  (near  the  Walton  House),  which  was  afterwan 
residence  of  the  first  President  of  the  United  States.  He  owned,  be 
a  beautiful  country-seat  at  Maspeth,  which  became  in  course  of  tim 
residence  of  De  Witt  Clinton,  wKo  married  his  daughter. 

Shops  and  places  of  business  were  upon  every  street  to  some  e: 
Of  the  great  sugar-houses,  one,  owned  by  the  Livingstons,  was  on 
erty  Street  near  the  Dutch  Church ;  another,  a  massive  structure, 
by  Henry  Cuyler,  Jr.,  for  his  heir  Barent  Rynders  Cuyler  (in  1769] 
later  belonging  to  the  Rhinelanders,  is  still  standing  on  the  comer  of 
and  Duane  Streets.  There  was  one,  also,  which  belonged  to  the 
Cortlandts,  on  the  northwest  comer  of  Trinity  Churchyard ;  and  aiv 
built  by  the  Roosevelts,  on  Skinner  Street  near  the  Walton  House 
Bayard  sugar-house  on  Wall  Street  was,  in  1773,  converted  into  a  to 
manufactory.  Sidewalks  had  only  reached  St  Paul's  ChapeL  Bron 
above  that  point  was  a  pleasant  country-road,  open  nearly. as  faraf 
thony  Street.  The  map  will  give  the  reader  a  general  idea  of  the  1 
and  country-seats  upon  Manhattan  Island  at  this  point  in  our  narrat 

Groveraor  Tryon,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  visited  Sir  William  J 
son,  at  Johnson  Hall,  in  the  simimer  of  1772,  his  ostensible  object  1 
to  meet  the  Mohawk  sachems  in  relation  to  their  land  grievance^ 
real  purpose,  to  effect  some  land  purchases  for  private  speculation, 
settlement  of  Johnstown  had  become  a  flourishing  village,  and  the  ^ 
valley  of  the  Mohawk  wore  the  appearance  of  a  rich  farming  oob 
Oliver  De  Lancey  and  Henry  White,  with  several  other  gentlemen, 

^  Theophylact  Bache  manied  Ann  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Andrew  Barclay.  Of  Xrs.  I 
9&t^m,  Catharine  married  Augostus  Van  Cortlandt ;  Sarah  married  Anthony  Uspenard 
Maigwet  married  Franda  Jay  ;  Helena  married  Mi^or  Moncrieff,  a  Britiah  officer  of  d 
tion  ;  and  Charlotte  Amelia  married  Dr.  Richard  Bailey.  Richard  Bache,  a  younger  I 
«CTh6oplqrlaet»  married  Sarah,  the  only  daughter  of  Beiyainin  Franklin. 


DISTRESS  OF  THE  EAST  INDIA   COMPANY.  761 

present  at  this  conference  with  the  Indians.     The  militia  of  the  region, 
amounting  to  upwards  of  fourteen  hundred  effective  men,  of  whom  John- 
son was  justly  proud,^  was  reviewed  by  Tryon  before  he  left.     The  next 
spring,  Tryon  traveled  through  New  England,  and  was  hospitably  enter- 
tained by  Governor  Trumbull  of  Connecticut ;  and  he  also  visited  the 
different  districts  of  New  Jersey.^    An  act  having  been  passed  by  the 
Assembly  for  founding  the  present  New  York  Hospital,  he  laid    1773. 
the  oomer-stone  in  July  of  the  same  year.    The  scheme  originated  J'oij  23. 
with  three  physicians,  Drs.  Middleton,  Jones,  and  Bard,  who  had  started 
sabscription-lists  three  years  before.     Five  acres  of  land  on  Broadway 
between  Duane  and  Anthony  Streets  had  been  secured,  and  the  buildings 
were  erected  at  a  cost  of  some  S  18,000.     While  in  process  of  completion, 
they  took  fire  and  sustained  great  injury.     They  were  finished  just  in 
time  to  be  used  as  barracks  for  the  British  soldiers  in  1776. 

The  persistent  refusal  of  the  colonies  to  receive  tea  from  England 
finaDy  brought  distress  upon  the  East  India  Company.  Its  stock  de- 
preciated nearly  one  half.*  It  could  not  pay  its  annual  debt  to  the  Brit- 
ish government,  which  was  a  terrific  shock  to  credit.  The  directors  con- 
fe«ed  their  bankrupt  condition  and  entreated  Parliament  for  relief  Lord 
North,  determined  not  to  relinquish  the  right  to  tax  the  colonies,  proi)osed 
to  allow  the  company  to  export  its  teas  duty  free  in  England,  which 
^ould  enable  the  colonists  to  buy  at  a  lower  price.  Hence  an  act  of 
I^uliament  to  that  effect. 

The  tranquillity  of  New  York,  which  for  months  had  been  in  singular 
cootrast  to  the  raging  of  political  elements  in  other  portions  of  America, 
^  fiercely  disturbed  by  this  intelligence,  and  that  tea  ships  were  on  the 
ocean  destined  for  her  port.  Such  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  controverted 
ta  was  offensive  in  the  superlative  degree.  The  whole  city  was  in  com- 
motion. "  The  general  voice  is  no  sales,  no  consumption,  while  the  Ameri- 
«ii  duty  remains  imrepealed  by  Parliament,"  wrote  Tryon.*  "  The  tea  shall 
*Jt  be  landed,"  was  the  universal  and  emphatic  exclamation.  Two 
<«»y8  after  Philadelphia  had  convinced  her  tea  agents  of  the  policy 
of  lesigning  their  appointments,  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  City  Hall  in  Wall 
8toeet,  where  Tea  Commissioners  were  denounced,  and  resolutions  passed 
ttuiking  masters  of  vessels  who  had  refused  their  ships  to  the  use  of  the 
Ittt  India  Company.  The  attempted  monopoly  of  trade  was  stigmatized 
»*  public  robbery."    The  columns  of  the  newspapers  ran  over  with  anony- 

>  Otfmmor  Trycn  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  August  31,  1772. 

•  Oovtmar  Trycn  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  May  31,  1773. 
'  Ancro/t,  YI.  457  -  M5. 

•  " —  Trpom  to  the  Earl  ofDartnunUh,  November  3,  1773. 
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mous  articles  on  the  subject,  and  handbills  were  circulated  freely  among 
the  people.^  "  The  Alarm  "  was  conspicuous  among  the  latter,  issued  in 
series,  the  writer  signing  himself  "  Hampden."  "  If  you  touch  one  grain 
of  the  accursed  tea,  you  are  undone,"  was  the  sentiment  it  conveyed 
There  were  others  signed  "  Cassius,"  "  A  Fanner,"  "  A .  Tradesman,"  "  A 
Student  of  the  Law,"  etc.     "America  is  threatened  with  worse  than 

Egyptian  slavery The  language  of  the  Eevenue  Act  is  that  you 

have  no  property  you  can  call  your  own ;  that  you  are  the  vassals,  the 
livestock  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  ....  The  inhabitants  of  New 
York  have  more  wisdom  and  spirit  than  to  be  duped  into  a  measure  that 
will  ruin  their  commerce  and  enslave  them,"  were  some  of  the  bold  words 
which  fell  from  bolder  pens.  Within  three  weeks  the  New  York  agents 
prudently  retired  from  the  field.  It  was  thereupon  announced  that  gov- 
ernment would  take  charge  of  the  tea  upon  its  arrival 

The  Sons  of  Liberty  reorganized  at  once.  The  salient  features  of  the 
Association,  to  which  they  subscribed  their  names,  and  which  was 
passed  from  hand  to  hand  through  the  city  for  signatures,  appear 
in  the  following  extracts :  "  It  is  essential  to  the  freedom  and  security  of 
a  free  people  that  no  taxes  be  imposed  upon  them  but  by  their  own  con- 
sent ;  ....  for  what  property  have  they  in  that  which  another  niay  hy 
right  take  when  he  pleases  to  himself  ?  .  .  .  .  and  yet,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all  the  world  and  the  grief  of  America,  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain  insist  upon  imposing  taxes  on  the  coloniea  ....  To  prevent  a 
calamity  which  of  all  others  is  the  most  to  be  dreaded,  —  slavery  and  its 
terrible  concomitants,  —  we,  the  subscribers,  being  disposed  to  use  all 
lawful  endeavors  in  our  power  to  defeat  the  pernicious  project,  and  to 
transmit  to  our  posterity  the  blessings  of  freedom  which  our  ancestors 
have  handed  down  to  us ;  and  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  common 
liberties  of  America  which  are  in  danger  of  being  subverted,  do  agree 
....  and  engage  our  honor  to  and  with  each  other  faithfully  to  observe 
and  perform."  Then  came  a  list  of  stem  resolutions.  Owners  and  i<' 
cupants  of  stores  were  warned  against  harboring  the  tea ;  and  whoever 
should  dare  to  transgress  in  the  way  of  aiding  or  assisting  in  the  landing, 
carting,  or  depositing  of  the  tea,  or  in  buying  or  selling,  or  in  any  manner 
contributing  to  the  purchase  or  sale  of  the  tea,  was  threatened  as  an 
enemy  to  the  liberty  of  his  country;  at  the  same  time  handbills  were 
issued  notifying  the  "  Mohawks "  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for 
active  work. 

The  tea  ships  reached  Boston  first,  and  the  world  is  aware  bow  the 
"let     At  the  very  moment  when  three  hundred  and  foitv 

HndUUi  piwerTed  in  New  Yoric  Hutoriod  Sodetj. 
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chests  of  the  oondemned  article  were  mixing  with  the  salt  of  Boston 
harbor,  handbills  weie  being  distributed  through  New  York  calling 
a  meeting  of  "All  Friends  to  the  Liberties  and  Trade  of  America  " 
for  one  o'clock  the  next  day,  at  the  City  Hall, ''  on  business  of  the  utmost 
impoitance."    The  weather  was  bad,  yet  a  great  crowd  of  citizens 
assembled  at  the  time  appointed,  and  were  addressed  by  John  Lamb. 
After  stating  the  object  of  the  meeting,  he  read  letters  from  Boston  and 
Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of  the  ''  dutied  tea  " ;  he  also  read  the  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  with  the  resolutions  previously  adopted. 
Just  then  the  Mayor,  Whitehead  Hicks,^  entered,  accompanied  by  the 
BeoDider,  Bobert  R  Livingston  (afterwards  ChanceUor),  and,  taking  his 
place  near  the  speaker,  said : — 

"  Gentlemen,  I  have  a  message  from  the  government  to  deliver  to  you.  The 
govemar  dedaies  that  the  tea  will  be  put  into  the  fort  at  noonday,  and  en- 
gigBi  hk  honor  that  it  shall  continue  there  till  the  Council  shall  advise  it  to  be 
delirasd  out^  or  till  the  king's  order  or  the  proprietor's  order  is  known ;  and 
then  the  tea  shall  he  delivered  out  at  noonday.  Gentlemen,  is  this  satisfactory 
toyonl" 

Tlieve  was  an  immediate  and  boisterous  response  of  *'  No !  No !  No ! " 

Iamb  im>ceeded,  excitedly,  to  read  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  pre- 
scribed the  payment  of  the  duty  upon  the  landing  of  the  tea,  and  after 
some  pertinent  remarks  upon  the  giving  and  granting  of  the  property  of 
the  Americans,  asked,  "  Is  it,  then,  your  opinion,  gentlemen,  that  the  tea 
should. be  landed  under  this  circumstance  ? " 

Tlieie  was  one  prolonged  and  vociferous  shout  which  echoed  far  into 
the  Bfereet^  and  was  three  times  repeated,  "No !  No !  No ! " 

It  was  voted  unanimously  that  the  action  of  the  meeting  should  be 
pnhliahed  and  transmitted  to  the  other  colonies,  after  which  it  adjourned 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  tea  ship. 

The  "winter  wore  away,  yet  it  did  not  appear,  having  been  de-  1774. 
tained  by  contrary  winds.  In  April  Governor  Tryon  and  his'^^'*^^' 
faaSbf  aailed  for  Europe  for  a  brief  absence,  and  the  affairs  of  government 
once  more  devolved  upon  Lieutenant-Governor  Golden.  The  sails  of  the 
venel  which  bore  the  governor  across  the  seas  had  hardly  disappeared, 
when  the  tea  ship,  Na^ncy,  Captain  Lockyer,  arrived  oft'  Sandy  Hook. 
The  pilot  declined  to  bring  her  througli  the  Narrows  until  the  sense  of 

*  Whitalieid  Hicks,  son  of  Thomas  Hicks,  was  born  at  Flushing,  Long  Island,  August  24, 
17S8.  He  itudied  law  with  Jadge  William  Smith,  in  the  same  ohiss  with  William  Smith, 
the  historiaii  (Km  of  the  former),  and  William  Livingston.  He  rose  to  distinction  at  the  bar, 
wum^ior  of  the  city  from  1766  to  1776,  when  he  resigned  on  being  appointed  one  of  the 
Jihiget  of  the  SaineDie  Coort     He  died  in  1780. 
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cecutor  of  the  law.  There  was  one  spontaneous  outburst  of  sympathy 
T>m  every  town  and  hamlet  in  America  In  Philadelphia  the  bells 
r  the  churches  were  muffled  and  tolled  throughout  the  entire  day  when 
38  cheerful  .industry  of  Boston  came  to  an  end.  In  Virginia  the  people 
isted  and  prayed  in  the  churches.  Ships  all  along  the  seaboard  hoisted 
beir  colors  at  half-mast 

New  York  writhed  under  the  wrong  inflicted  upon  Bostoa     When  the 
xipy  of  the  Port  Act  was  first  received,  the  city  stood,  like  one  man, 
ifltonished  that  all  Parliament  had  assented  to  such  cruelty.   Then 
followed  a  whirlwind  of  indignation  and  dismay.     The  bill  was       ^ 
cried  through  the  streets  as  a  "  barbarous  murder/*  and  there  was  such 
an  uprising  of  the  people,  with  nightly  processions  and  effigy  burnings, 
tint  the  more  substantial  part  of  the  community  feared  serious  riots,  and 
naolved  to  guide  the  movement ;  hence  a  meeting  was  called  at  Fraunces' 
Tkvan,  which  proved  so  lai*ge,  comprising  men  from  all  ranks,  —  coni- 
meroe,  politics,  and  the  professions,  —  that  it  was  necessary  to  adjourn  to 
tbe  Exchange.     Isaac  Low  occupied  the  chair.    The  proposition  to  choose 
a  oQDunittee  of  control  and  correspondence  was  well  received.     lUit  in 
tbe  choice  of  the  committee  two  parties  battled  for  precedence.     It  was 
tlie  old  story,  men  striving  for  individual  preferment.    The  radical  leaders 
of  the  Sons  of  Liberty  were  determined  to  retain  the  direction  of  affairs, 
and  when  public  sentiment  decided  in  favor  of  the  opposite  ticket, 
oompriaing,  as  it  did,  a  gi'eater  number  of  names  and  a  wider 
iMge  of  interest,  they  were  intensely  bitter  in  their  denunciation  of  ever>' 
movement  not  in  harmony  with  their  preconceived  notions  of  the  meth- 
odi  by  which  oppression  should  be  resisted. 

The  Committee  of  Fifty-One  organized,  on  the  23d,  with  the  apix)int- 
Bent  of  Isaac  Low  chairman,  and  John  Alsop  deputy-chairman.  One  of 
the  fint  propositions  was  a  congress  of  the  Colonies,  which  should 
i^lite  the  subject  of  non-iinportation.  Isaac  Low,  John  Jay, 
Junes  Dnane,  and  Alexander  McDougall  were  chosen  to  draft  a  letter  to 
wfering  Boston,  and  a  clear,  concise^  straightforward  document  was  pre- 
Ptted  and  signed  the  same  evening.  "  The  cai\se  is  general,"  it  said, 
■ttd  coDoems  a  whole  continent  who  are  equally  interested  with  you 

•■d  with  us ; we  foresee  no  reme<ly  can  be  of  any  avail  unless  it 

Jiweeds  from  the  joint  act  and  approbation  of  all." 

This  letter,  preserved  in  the  New  York  Historicuil  Society,  settles  the 
V^tienas  to  the  origin  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  1774.     It  was 
**  an  "achievement  of  the  Sons  of  Lil)erty," — that  orjranization  hav- 
ing heen  invested  with  no  power  beyond  the  disposal  of  the  tea, —  but 
tnMdtof  the  calmer  judgment  of  the  much  misrepresented  Fifty-One, 
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who  not  only  vividly  remembered  how  New  York  had  been  allowed  to 
keep  former  non-importation  agreements  alone,  but  regarded  the  matter 
as  too  grave  and  important  at  this  crisis  for  individual  colonial  action 
There  was  no  ''refusal  to  adopt  stringent  measures  against  .the  parent 
government"     On  the  contrary,  there  was  a  cordial  pledge,  frankly 
stated-  in  a  subsequent  letter  dated  June  5,  to  agree  to  any  measure 
which  should  be  adopted  by  a  general  congress.     A  complication  in  the 
correspondence  with  the  Boston   committee,  which  has  misled  nearly 
every  historian  who  has  since  written  of  the  action  of  New  Yoik  in 
the  spring  of  1774,  was  brought  about  through  a  letter  of  condolence 
(dated  May  14),  written  in  the  heat  and  heedlessness  of  excitement  by 
certain  members  of  the  old  committee  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  which 
announced  the   meeting  in  contemplation  to  choose  a  new  commit- 
tee, and  pledged  the  organization  in  advance  to  non-importatioa    The 
Fifty-One  knew  nothing  of  it  until  Boston  took  them  to  task  for  not 
suspending  trade.     Of  course  the  pledge  was  pronounced  "unofficial''; 
and  in  return  the  Fifty-One  were  accused  of  seeking  "  to  evade  deciaive 
actioa"    It  is  very  evident,  however,  while  scanning  events  thronf^ 
the  light  of  a  century,  that  had  New  York  adopted  the  weak  measme, 
on  the  start,  so  earnestly  desired  by  Boston,  there  would  have  been  no 
congress  at  that  time,  if  ever.     It  was  only  when  Boston  found  that 
New  York  would  be  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  a  congress  of  the 
Colonies  that  she  consented. 

When  the  concurrence  of  the  other  Colonies  had  also  been  obtained, 

and  Philadelphia  named  as  the  place,  and  September  the  time,  for  the 

meeting  of  the  Congress,  New  York  proceeded  to  choose  del^atei 

^  The  Fifty-One  nominated  Philip  Livingston,  John  Alsop,  Isaac 
Low,  James  Duane,  and  John  Jay,  three  merchants  and  two  lawyers.  Isaac 
Sears,  noisy  and  headstrong,  labored  to  procure  the  nomination  of  John 
Morin  Scott  and  Alexander  McDougall,  in  which  he  was  ably  seconded 
by  the  sagacious  and  inflexible  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston ;  not  suc- 
ceeding, an  opposition  ticket  appeared  the  next  day  whereon  the  names 
of  McDougall  and  Leonard  Lispenard  were  substituted  for  James  Dnane 
and  John  Alsop.  A  meeting  called  in  the  Fields,  July  6,  was  presided 
over  by  McDougall  himself,^  and  a  violent  effort  was  made  by  the  dis- 
satisfied to  form  a  party  sufficiently  strong  to  control  the  election.  Th^ 
people  were  exhorted  to  beware  of  the  tameness  of  the  Fifty-One,  and 
to  imitate  Boston  in  her  devotion  to  rigid  non-intercourse.     Besolutiooi 

1  Compare  Bancroft,  VII. ;  Leake^t  Life  of  John  Lamb  ;  LdUr  fnm  CoUkn  to  Darimmdk 
June  1,  1774  ;  Colden  to  Dartmouth,  July  6,  1774  ;  HandhOU  tn  Niw  York  Hutariml  Sf 
ci^;  SUveiui*t  Chamber  of  Commerce  Records.     See  mlw  Appendix  C. 
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irere  passed  to  that  effect,  and,  with  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
he  meeting,  were  despatched  to  Boston. 

In  the  committee-room  of  the  Fifty-One  the  next  morning,  the  irregu- 
ar  meeting  in  the  Fields,  and  the  questionable  propriety  of  the  course  of 
!dcDou2all  in  acting  as  its  chairman  while  one  of  their  own  num- 

JnlT  7 

3er,were  discussed  with  much  warmth.    A  vote  was  finally  passed, 
ensuring  the  proceedings  as  unauthorized  and  as  tending  to  cast  odium 
upon  the  committee  and  create  disunion  in  the  city.     A  minority  of  nine, 

•  

unong  whom  were  Sears,  McDougall,  Lispenard,  and  Peter  Van  Brugh 
Livingston,  immediately  withdrew  in  high  temper.  In  the  strife  which 
followed  the  Fifty-One  firmly  adhered  to  its  nomination,  and  were  in- 
^nncible  to  every  assault  made  upon  its  purity  of  purpose  and  integrity. 
A  card  was  finally  addressed  to  the  nominees,  asking  whether  they  would 
support  the  Massachusetts  resolves  in  the  approaching  Congress.  They 
replied  promptly  and  publicly  that  such  a  course  would  be  in  accordance 
with  their  individual  opinions,  which  gave  such  universal  satisfaction  that 
when  the  question  was  submitted,  July  28,  to  the  voters  of  the  city,  all 
differences  were  for  the  time  healed 

Few  events  in  the  history  of  America  have  so  deeply  moved  the  public 
mind  as  the  meeting  of  this  first  Congress.  Men  were  everywhere  weigh- 
ing the  issues.  The  vision  of  possibly  establishing  an  independent  re- 
pablic  on  American  soil  was  vague,  and  the  prudent  knew  that  it  was  a 
doabtful  experiment.  There  was  no  precedent  from  which  to  borrow 
models.  And  if  successful  in  breaking  away  from  England,  there  was 
danger  of  falling  into  bloody  dissensions  among  themselves.  August  was 
t  memorable  month.  The  delegates  from  Massachusetts  to  the  Congress 
were  escorted  and  fSted  on  their  way  as  if  they  had  been  princes  of  the 
realm.  They  spent  a  few  days  in  New  York.  John  Adams  wi-ote  in  his 
jonmal  that  John  Morin  Scott  was  a  lawyer  of  fifty,  living  in  an  elegant 
wmntry-seat  three  miles  out  of  the  city  on  the  Hudson,  and  that  he  was 
'a  sensible  man,  and  one  of  the  readiest  speakers  on  the  continent,  but 
Dot  very  polite  ";  McDougall "  was  talkative,  and  appeared  to  have  a  thor- 
OQj^  knowledge  of  politics,"  he  lived  handsomely,  and  had  a  charming  wife 
aad  daughter ;  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston  *'  was  an  old  man,  extremely 
itoch  in  the  cause,  and  very  sensible  " ;  William  Smith  (the  historian) 
"was  a  plain,  composed  man,  a  little  turned  of  forty";  John  Jay  "was 
young,  a  hard  student  of  the  law,  and  a  good  speaker " ;  James  Duane 
^  about  forty-five,  "very  sensible  and  very  artful,  and  had  a  sly,  sur- 
^'^y^g  eye";  Isaac  Low  "was  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  and  in  trade,  and 
fci«  wife  was  a  beauty."  They  were  treated  by  the  Fifty-One  with  dis- 
toguiahed  consideration,  and  were  attended  into  New  Jersey  August  29. 


\ 
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The  New  York  delegates  commenced  their  journey  September  1,  with 
the  exception  of  John  Jay,  who  crossed  to  Elizabethtown,  August  29,  and, 
in  company  with  his  father-in-law,  William  Livingston,  proceeded  to  the 
Quaker  City.     Isaac  Low  was  escorted  to  the  ferry  stairs  at  the  foot  of 
Cortlandt  Street  by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants,  with  banners  and 
music  and  huzzas.    At  the  water's  edge  he  took  leave,  with  a  brief  speech ; 
a  few  persons  accompanied  him  and  his  lady  to  the  New  Jersey  shore, 
the  band  playing  "  God  save  the  King."    The  inhabitants  then  returned, 
so  say  the  papers  of  the  day,  to  testify  the  like  respect  to  the  other  three 
gentlemen,  Philip  Livingston,  James  Duane,  and  John  Alsop,  who  em- 
barked at  the  foot  of  Broad  Street.    When  the  procession  reached  the 
Exchange,  Duane  thanked  the  people,  "  in  a  very  affectionate  and  moving 
manner,"  for  the  honor  conferred,  and  declared  that  he  and  his  brother 
delegates  should  do  all  in  their  power  to  bring  relief  to  this  once  happy 
but  now  aggrieved  country.    They  were  saluted  as  they  crossed  the  water 
by  several  pieces  of  cannon,  and  loud  huzzas  rent  the  air ;  after  which  a 
number  of  gentlemen  celebrated  the  event  at  St.  (Jeorge's  Ferr}',  datinj; 
the  salvation  of  America  i'rom  that  hour,  and  resolved  at  the  risk  of  all 
they  held  dear  to  respect  the  resolutions  which  Congress  should  think 
necessary  to  adopt  for  the  good  of  the  common  cause. 

As  the  distress  of  Boston  was  hourly  increasing,  one  of  the  earhest  atte 
of  this  first  Congress  was  to  approve  the  opposition  of  Massachusetts  to  the 
execution  of  the  late  acts  of  Parliament.  It  pi^esently  adopted  a  Decla- 
ration of  Rights,  in  which  the  repeal  of  eleven  acts  of  Parliament  were 
specified  as  necessary  to  the  restoration  of  harmony  between  the  Colonies 
and  Great  Britain.  It  also  imanimously  resolved  to  import  no  merchan- 
dise from  Great  Britain  after  the  first  day  of  the  coming  December,  unless 
American  grievances  were  redressed.  It  ended,  October  26,  with  a  petition 
to  the  king,  which,  however,  made  no  impression  upon  George  III.  other 
than  to  confirm  him  in  his  purpose  of  exacting  obedience ;  but  its  mem- 
bers, with  keen  political  foresight,  provided  for  the  holding  of  another 
Congress  in  Philadelphia  on  the  16th  of  the  coming  May,  which  proved. 
indeed,  the  immortal  Congress  that  declared  the  independence  of  America- 

The  New  York  Committee  of  Fifty-One,  having  accomjJished  its  object- 
appointed  a  day  for  the  choice,  by  the  freeholders  of  the  city,  of  a  "  Com- 
mittee of  Observation,"  numbering  sixty,  to  enforce  in  JN^ew  York  tb*5 
Non-Importation  Act  of  the  late  Congress ;  and  when  this  new  coi»*' 
mittee  was  duly  elected  and  organized,  with  Isaac  Low  as  chairman,  tx>^ 
Fifty-One  was  dissolved. 


APPENDIX. 


A. 

Tee  inscription  upon  the  Schuyler  vase  is  as  follows :  — 

Presented  by 

Anne  Queen  of  England 

to 

Col  Peter  Schuyler  of  Albany 

In  the  Province  of  New  York 

April  19,  1710. 

To  commemorate  his  visit  to  England  by  request 

of  the  Provincial  government,  accompanied 

by  five  sachems  of  the  Mohawks. 

Ptige  480. 

B. 

The  inscription  upon  the  old  bell  in  Dr.  Ludlow's  church  is  as  follows  :  — 

Me  fecerunt  De  Gravae  et  N.  MuUer, 

Amsterdam,  Anno  1731, 

Abraham   De  Peyster, 

geboren  (bom)  den  8  July,  1657, 

ge8tor\-en  (die<i)  den  8  Augustus,  1728. 

Een  legaat  aan  ile  Nedeniuytsche  Kerke,  Nieuw  York. 

(A  legacy  to  the  Low  Dutch  Church  at  New  York.) 


C. 
At  A  meeting  at  the  Exchange,  16th  May,  1774,  Isaac  Low  chosen  Chair- 

lAI;  — 

Ui  Qoestiim  put  Whether  it  is  necessary,  for  the  present,  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  conetpond  with  the  neighboring  Colonies  on  the  present  important  crisis  ? 

Omied  in  the  affirmative  by  a  great  majority. 

U.  Whether  a  committee  be  nominated  this  evening  for  the  approbation  of  the 
ptUie? 

^^ttried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  great  majority. 

3i  Whether  of  fifty  be  appointed,  or  twenty-five  1 

Cwned  for  fifty  by  a  great  majority. 
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The  following  penons  were  nomdnated :  — 


John  Alflop. 
WillUun  Bayard. 
Theophylact  Bache. 
Peter  Van  Brngh  Iiivingston. 
Philip  liyingstoiL 
Isaac  Sears. 
David  Johnston. 
Chafles  McEyers. 
Charles  Nichol. 
Alexander  McDoogall. 
Captain  Thomas  Randall. 
John  Moore. 
Isaac  Low. 
Leonard  lispenanL 
Jacobus  Van  Zandt 
James  Doane. 
Edwatd  Laight 


Thomas  PearsaL 
Ellas  Desbrosses. 
William  Walton. 
Richard  Yates. 
John  De  Lancey. 
Miles  Sherbrook. 
John  Thurman. 
John  Jay. 
John  Broom. 
Benjamin  Booth. 
Joseph  Hallet. 
Charles  Shaw. 
Alexander  Wallace. 
James  Jauncey. 
Gabriel  H.  Ludlow. 
Nicholas  Hoflfman. 
Abraham  Walton. 


Gerardus  Duyckinck. 
Peter  Van  Schaick. 
Henry  Remaen. 
Hamilton  Young. 
Geoige  Bowne. 
Peter  T.  Curtenius. 
Peter  Goelet. 
Abraham  Brasher. 
Abraham  P.  Lott. 
David  Van  Home. 
Gerardus  W.  Beekman. 
Abraham  Duryee. 
Joseph  Bull. 
William  McAdam. 
Richard  Sharpe. 
Thomas  Marston. 


The  name  of  Fruicis  Lewis  was  afterward  added,  making  the  number  fifty-one. 

Handbill  in  New  York  Hidorical  Sodt 


D. 

The  Committee  of  Sixty,  known  as  the  "  Committee  of  Observation,"  eli 
November  22,  1774,  wore  as  follows  :  — 


Isaac  Low. 

Philip  Livingston. 

James  Duane. 

John  Alsof. 

John  Jay. 

Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston. 

Isaac  Sears. 

David  Johnston. 

Charles  Nichol. 

Alexander  McDougall. 

Thomas  Randall. 

Leonard  Lispenard. 

Edward  Laight. 

William  Walton. 

John  Broom. 

Joseph  Hallett 

Charles  Shaw. 

Nicholas  Hoffman. 

Abraham  Walton. 

Peter  Van  Schaick. 


Henry  Remsen. 
Peter  T.  Curtenius. 
Abraham  Brasher. 
Abraham  P.  Lott. 
Abraham  Duryee. 
Joseph  Bull. 
Francis  Lewis. 
John  Lasher. 
John  Roome. 
Joseph  Totten. 
Samuel  Jones. 
John  De  Lancey. 
Frederick  Jay. 
William  W.  Ludlow. 
John  B.  Moore. 
George  Janeway. 
Rodolphus  Ritzema. 
Lindley  Murray. 
Lancaster  Burling. 
Thomas  Ives. 


Hercules  Mulligan. 
John  Anthony. 
Francis  Basset. 
Victor  Bicker. 
John  White. 
Theophilus  Anthony. 
William  Goforth. 
William  Denning. 
Isaac  Rosevelt. 
Jacob  Van  Voorhees. 
Jeremiah  Piatt. 
WiUiam  Ustick. 
Comfort  Sands. 
Robert  Benson. 
WilUam  W.  Gilbert. 
John  Berrian. 
Grabriel  H.  Ludlow. 
Nicholas  Roosevelt 
Edward  Flemming. 
Lawrence  Embree. 
ForWs  American  Archives^  p.  3 
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CHAPTER   XXXI. 

1775. 

THE  THRESHOLD  OP  THE  REVOLUTION. 

Vaiiocs  Currents  of  Human  Thought. — Confuctino  Opinions  in  England.  — Pe- 
tition OF  THE  Continental  Congress. — Chatham's  Argument. — The  Ministry 
CorRTiNG  New  York.  —  Death  of  Sir  William  Johnson.  —  Indian  War  on  the 
Ohio  River.  — Action  of  the  New  York  Assembly. —  New  York  Repubucan  in 
SixTiMEXT.  —  Action  of  the  Committee  of  Sixty.  —  The  Revolutionary  Conven- 
nox.  —  Delegates  to  the  second  Continental  Congress.  —  The  Tree  of  Free- 
WML  —  News  of  the  Battle  of  Lexington.  —  The  Royal  Government  powerless 
w  New  York. — The  Committee  of  One  Hundred.  — Repubucanism.  —  President 
Mtlm  Cooper  of  King's  College.  —John  Holt,  the  Printer. —  Capture  of  Ticon- 
DEKOGA.  —  The  New  York  Congress.  —  The  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  —  Washing- 
Tox  IX  Nkw  York.  — The  "Asia."  —  Condition  of  the  City.  — Exploit  of  Isaac 
Sears.  —  General  Philip  Schuyler.  —  General  Richard  Montgomery. — The 
IxTA«ioN  of  Canada. 

AS  we  enter  upon  a  conflict  which  wrought  one  of  the  greatest  tri- 
umphs in  history,  —  the  founding  of  a  powerful  nation, —  it  is 
iWereating  to  trace  the  various  currents  of  human  thought  in  regions 
^'wdy  remote  from  each  other  which  stamped  their  influence  upon  com- 
ing events.  We  have  noted  the  higli  sense  of  political  justice  which 
Prevailed  in  New  York,  and  the  intelligence  and  energy  with  which  her 
^^&um  in  every  decade  asserted  hereditary  rights.  A  certain  vital  force, 
g>tkeped  unconsciously  through  the  sharp  discussion  of  knotty  questions 
•od  the  resolute  sitting  in  judgment  upon  the  edicts  of  the  royal  govem- 
^Dt,  with  roots  far  in  the  past,  and  a  long  genealogy,  needed  only  signal 
^*cttion  to  ignite  and  become  purely  Roman  and  regal.  But,  with  all  her 
^^wdess  internal  agitations.  New  York  was  scarcely  more  divided  in 
^mon  than  England  herself.  And  nearly  in  the  same  ratio  with  New 
loik,  whose  extensive  finontier  was  at  the  mercy  of  innumerable  tribes  of 
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war-loving  Indians,  loyal  to  the  crown,  the  higher  intelligence  of  Great 
Britain  was  appalled  at  the  prospect  of  an  armed  stmggla 

In  the  House  of  Lords  one  peer  pronounced  the  militaiy  coercion  of 
America  impracticable.  Another  recommended  the  cutting  of  the  colo- 
nies adrift,  "  to  perish  in  anarchy  and  repentance."  Many  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  open  rebellion  in  America.  ''  How  can  a  people  without  arms, 
ammunition,  money,  or  navy,  dare  to  brave  the  foremost  among  the  great 
powers  of  the  earth  ? "  they  asked.  Camden  exclaimed,  "  Were  I  an 
American,  I  would  resist  to  the  last  drop  of  my  blood."  Sandwich,  then 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  answered  with  clever  witticisms  concerning 
American  cowardice,  causing  uproarious  laughter.  **  I  tell  you,"  he  said, 
''that  Americans  are  neither  disciplined  nor  capable  of  discipline." 
Geoi"ge  III.,  to  all  suggestions,  scornfully  replied, "  Blows  must  decide 
whether  the  Colonists  are  to  be  subject  to  this  countiy  or  to  be  inde- 
pendent." 

The  new  Parliament  spent  the  entire  month  of  December  in  profitless 
discussions.  Just  before  its  adjournment  for  the  holidays,  the 
proceedings  of  the  first  Continental  Congress  reached  England 
The  petition  to  the  king  was  dignified  in  tone  and  forcible  in  expres- 
sion ;  even  the  crowned  head  was  filled  with  surprise !  The  Colonies 
asked  only  security  in  their  ancient  condition  !  The  appeal  was  simply 
for  justice.  For  equal  rights  with  British  subjects  who  dwelt  upon  home 
soil.     One  passage,  as  an  illustration  :  — 

''  You  have  been  told  that  we  are  impatient  of  government  and  desirous  of 
independency.  These  are  calumnies.  Permit  us  to  be  as  free  as  yourselves,  and 
we  shall  ever  esteem  a  union  with  you  t^  be  our  greatest  glory  and  our  greatest 
happiness.  But  if  you  are  determined  that  your  ministers  shall  wantonly  spoit 
with  the  rights  of  mankind  ;  if  neither  the  voice  of  justice,  the  dictates  of  kw, 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  or  the  suggestions  of  humanity,  can  restnin 
your  hands  from  shedding  human  blood  in  such  an  impious  cause,  we  must  then 
tell  you  that  we  will  never  submit  to  any  ministry  or  nation  in  the  woild." 

Greoige  III.  read,  and  shrugged  his  shoulders.  He  did  not  lose  sight  of 
tbe  fiu^  th^fi  he  had  on  his  side  the  block  and  the  gaUows.  He  had  never 
loved  the  Colonies.  He  had  no  sympathy  with  the  lofty  spirit  which  in- 
qured  such  significant  languaga  He  could  not  or  would  not  see  that  the 
suspension  of  trade  was  the  most  disinterested  expression  of  a  deep  seoee 
of  wrong.  British  conmierce  would  be  distressed  to  a  certain  degree,  bolt 
England  oould  seek  other  markets ;  while  the  American  merchant  saoi* 
fioed  nearly  his  whole  business.  Neither  did  the  blind  king  reflect  upoi 
4ie  weak  condition  of  his  own  war  department    British  industiy  at  thai 
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epoch  rendered  every  able-bodied  man  of  value ;  hence  enlistments  in  the 
army  were  rare.  Rank  was  bestowed  by  favor,  or  sold  for  money.  Boys 
at  school  not  infrequently  held  commissions.  The  corrupt  system  pre- 
vailed to  such  an  extent  that  scarcely  a  general  officer  of  the  day  had 
gained  a  great  name. 

Barrington,  the  military  secretary,  knowing  all  this,  remonstrated 
warmly  against  war.  "  The  contest  will  cost  more  than  we  can  gain  by 
success ;  we  have  not  military  strength  enough  to  le\'y  taxes  on  America," 
he  said.  With  masterly  eloquence,  he  advised  that  the  troops  be  at  once 
removed  from  Boston.  A  conference  was  finally  arranged  between  Lord 
Howe  and  Franklin,  the  agent  of  the  Colonies,  to  learn  the  best  tenns  of 
reconciliation  with  America.  Franklin,  true  to  his  principles  and  faithful 
to  Congress,  declared,  as  the  only  basis  of  possible  harmony,  that  certain 
spei.'iHe<l  obnoxious  acts  be  repealed,  and  Boston  freed  from  her  ignominy. 
I>»rl  Howe  repeated  his  words  to  Dartmouth  and  North,  who  agreed  in 
t!ie  opinion  that  neither  the  king  nor  Parliament  would  concede  so  much. 

At  the  opening  of  Parliament  after  the  holidays  the  aged  Chatham 
rose,  and  moved  to  address  the  king  for  '*  immediate  orders  to  re-  1775. 
move  the  forces  from  the  town  of  Boston."     He  was  keenly  alive  ^***-  ^• 
to  the  imminence  of  the  crisis,  and  his  argument  teemed  with  sound  logic. 
He  said  :  — 

**  My  Lords,  the  means  of  enforcing  thraldom  are  as  weak  in  practice  ai$  they 
apf"  uiyust  in  principle.  General  Gage  and  the  trooptj  under  his  command  are 
penned  up,  pining  in  inglorious  inactivity.  You  may  call  them  an  army  of 
safety  and  of  guard,  but  they  are  in  tiiith  an  army  of  inii)otence ;  and  to  make 
the  foUy  equal  to  the  disgrace,  they  are  an  army  of  irritation.  But  this  tame- 
neas,  however  contemptible,  cannot  be  censured  ;  for  the  tir»t  drop  of  blood, 
ihed  in  civil  and  unnatural  war,  will  make  a  wound  that  years,  ])erhai)8  ages, 
may  not  heaL  Their  force  would  be  most  disproportionately  exerted  against 
a  heave,  generous,  and  united  people,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  coui'age  in 
their  hearts,  — three  millions  of.i)eople,  the  genuine  descendants  of  a  valiant  and 
pioaa  ancestry,  driven  to  those  deserts  by  the  narrow  maxims  of  a  superstitious 
tymnny.  And  is  the  spirit  of  persecution  never  to  be  appeased  ?  Are  the  brave 
Bona  of  theae  brave  forefSeithers  to  inherit  their  sufferings  as  they  have  inherited 
their  viitaea  1  Are  they  to  sustain  the  infliction  of  the  most  oppre5^ivc  and  un- 
eiaaiplad  severity  t  They  hayo  been  condemned  unheard.  The  indiscriminate 
band  of  vengeance  has  lumped  together  innocent  and  guilty ;  with  all  the  for- 
maHtica  1^  hostility,  has  blocked  up  the  town  of  Boston,  and  reduced  to  beggary 
and  fiunine  thirty  thousand  inhabitants.  ....  This  resistance  to  your  arbitrary 
tjileiii  of  taxation  might  have  been  foreseen  from  the  very  nature  of  things  aiul 
fam  HMUikind;  above  all,  from  the  Whiggish  spirit  flourishing  in  that  country. 
Iha  qsrit  which  now  resists  your  taxation   in  America  is  the  same  which 
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formerly  opposed  loans,  benevolence,  and  ship-money  in  England ;  the  same 
which,  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  vindicated  the  English  Constitution ;  the  same  which 
established  the  essential  maxim  of  your  liberties,  that  no  subject  of  Eng^ 
shall  be  taxed  but  by  his  own  consent  ....  For  myself,  I  must  avow,  that  in  all 
my  reading,  —  and  I  have  read  Thucydides  and  have  studied  and  admired  the 
master-states  of  the  world,  —  for  solidity  of  reason,  force  of  sagacity,  and  wisdom 
of  conclusion  under  a  complication  of  difficult  circumstances,  no  nation  or  body 
of  men  can  stand  in  preference  to  the  General  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  The 
histories  of  Greece  and  Home  give  us  nothing  equal  to  it,  and  all  attempts  to 
impose  servitude  upon  such  a  mighty  continental  nation  must  be  in  vain." 

Many  of  the  English  statesmen  besides  Chatham  believed  that  evay 
motive  of  justice  and  policy,  of  dignity  and  prudence,  urged  the  removal 
of  the  troops  from  Boston ;  that  haughty  England  would  be  forced  ulti- 
mately to  retract.  The  illustrious  nobleman's  words  made  a  profound 
impression  upon  the  crowd  of  Americans  who  were  listening  with  breath- 
less attention,  particularly  when  he  added :  — 

''  If  the  ministers  persevere  in  thus  misadvising  and  misleading  the  king  I 
will  not  say  that  the  king  is  betrayed,  but  I  will  pronounce  that  the  kingdon 
is  undone ;  I  will  not  say,  that  they  can  alienate  the  affections  of  his  sabjeeU 
from  his  crown,  but  I  will  affirm  that,  the  American  jewel  out  of  it,  they  will 
make  the  crown  not  worth  his  wearing." 

Suffolk  replied  with  angry  vehemence,  boasting  that  he  was  one  of  the 
first  to  advise  coercive  measures,  and  that  the  government  was  resolved  to 
bring  the  Americans  to  obedience.  Shelburne  signified  his  appro\'al  of 
the  sentiments  of  Chatham  "  because  of  their  wisdom,  justice,  and  pro- 
priety."    Camden  exclaimed  :  — 

"  This  I  will  say,  not  only  as  a  statesman,  politician,  and  philosopher,  bnt  ai 
a  common  lawyer :  My  Lords,  you  have  no  right  to  tax  America ;  the  natua] 
rights  of  man  and  the  immutable  laws  of  nature  are  all  with  that  people 
Kings,  lords,  and  commons  are  fine  sounding  names  ;  but  kings,  lords,  and  cob 
nions  may  become  tyrants  as  well  as  others ;  it  is  as  lawful  to  resist  the  tynuuq 
of  many  as  of  one." 

Lord  Gower,  with  a  torrent  of  sneers,  declared  himself  in  favor  (rfett 
forcing  every  measure.  Rochford  and  others  followed,  each  attackinf 
Chatham  with  biting  sarctism,  and  reproaching  him  with  "  seeking  ti 
spread  the  fire  of  sedition."  But  the  greatest  statesman  of  the  reah 
closed  the  debate,  as  he  had  opened  it,  by  insisting  on  the  right  of  Amer 
icans  to  hold  themselves  exempt  from  taxation  save  by  their  own  con 
sent.  His  reasoning,  the  essence  of  the  true  spirit  of  English  opinka 
availed  nothing.  His  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  sixty-eight  agaiai 
eighteen.     And  the  king  was  well  pleased 
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Attention  was  at  once  turned  towards  severing  the  chain  of  union  in 
the  Colonies  which  Chatham  had  proclaimed  as  "  solid,  permanent,  and 
effectual'*  The  ministry  fixed  their  eyes  upon  New  York,  which  was  the 
central  point,  geographically,  commercially,  and  financially.  New  York 
won  over  to  a  separate  negotiation,  and  the  backbone  of  the  "  rebellion  " 
WM  broken.  Every  device  was  resorted  to,  and  every  exertion  made  to 
acoom{^h  the  desired  result.  Very  little  doubt  of  ultimate  success 
existed  in  the  minds  of  the  king  and  his  influential  courtiers.  New  York 
bd  acquired  individual  strength  and  stood  out  alone,  a  distinct  character, 
•8  it  were,  among  the  colonies.  Having  no  charter,  and  being  the  seat  of 
i  royal  government  which  dispensed  commissions,  offices,  and  immense 
giants  of  land.  New  York  was  alive  for  them  with  signs  of  promise.  A 
corrupt  influence  had  grown  out  of  contracts  for  the  army ;  the  New  York 
Awmbly  had  been  continued  from  session  to 'session  by  the  king's  prerog- 
ative for  a  series  of  years ;  New  York  City  was  the  seat  of  a  chartered 
college  which  taught  that  Christians  should  be  subject  to  the  higher 
powers,  and  of  the  Church  of  England,  whose  ministers  were  strictly 
%al ;  and  over  and  above  all,  the  shadow  of  a  great  terror  might  be 
tamed  to  account,  for  the  widely  scattered  and  defenseless  population  of 
the  province  shuddered  at  the  possibility  of  the  countless  savages  being 
let  loose  from  the  north  in  case  of  war.  It  would  seem  as  if  New  York 
would  accept  the  olive-branch,  and  welcome  almost  any  plan  of  accom- 
Aodatiou. 

He  recent  death  of  Sir  William  Johnson  (July  11,  1774)  had  created 
fcsh  apprehensions  in  r^ard  to  the  movements  of  the  Indians.  On  the 
'tty  day  of  his  death  a  congress  of  six  hundred  braves  were  assembled  at 
ui  baronial  hall,  and  he  had  spoken  two  hours  with  the  fire  and  vivacity 
i  an  Iroquois  orator,  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  great  sachems  of  the 
Bx  Nations  from  participating  in  the  bloody  war  which  was  then  raging 
Bfcely  along  the  savage  borders  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  a 
lr  which  involved  their  own  blood  —  for  Logan  was  a  Mingo  chief  —  and 
rtiich  was  marked  by  atrocities  so  awful  that  history  recoils  from  their  re- 
ital*    Sir  William  was  succeeded  in  his  title  and  estates  by  his  son  Sir 


Indum  war  broke  oat  iu  February,  1774.  Michael  Cresap  (a  young  Biaryland 
■^  via  at  the  time  clearing  an  extensive  tract  of  land  which  he  had  purchaaed  in  that 
1^  with  a  lai^  force  of  laborers  in  his  emjiloy.  He  was  considered  the  bravest  man  west 
I  tW  Alleghanies.  When  hostilities  became  a  fixed  fact,  he  was  chosen  captain  of  the 
'SUk,  and  became  a  terror  to  the  men  of  the  forest  He  was  young,  not  over  thirty-three 
**  of  age  ;  his  name  has  been  made  familiar  to  every  school- boy  for  many  generations, 
^mk  the  famous  speech  of  Logan,  the  tall,  straight,  lithe,  athletic,  sentimental  Indian 
■4  who,  rreking  with  his  own  bloody  cruelties,  defeated,  despairing,  and  for  once  thor- 
^1^  afraid  of  his  resolute  foe,  burst  into  a  strain  of  accusation  which  has  been  pronounced 
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John  Johnson,  then  thirty-two  years  of  age,  who,  in  1773,  had  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Watts  of  New  York  City;  but  the 
control  of  Indian  affairs  fell  into  the  hands  of  Colonel  Guy  Johnson, 
who  was  less  powerful  as  weU  as  less  popular  than  his  faXher,  and  whose 
efficiency  in  managing  the  uneasy  savages  remained  to  be  proven. 

This  succession  of  butcheries  which  crimsoned  the  All^hany  and  Mo- 
nongahela  Sivers,  was  virtually  brought  to  an  end  through  the  action  of 
the  old  Seneca  warriors  in  preventing  their  bloodthirsty  young  men 
irom  rushing  to  the  assistance  of  the  defeated  tribes  in  that  extensive 
wild ;  but  these  same  suspicious  and  treacherous  beings  were  now  sniffing 
the  rumors  of  possible  civil  war  among  their  white  brethren,  and  any 
prophecy  concerning  their  probable  conduct  in  such  an  event  was  idle  in 
the  extreme. 

Dartmouth  quickly  ordered  the  governors  of  the  colonies  "  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavors  '*  to  prevent  the  appointment  of  del^ates  to  the  con- 
templated Congress.  Ttyon  was  in  England,  and  the  aged  lieutenant- 
Govemor  Colden  at  the  head  of  affairs  in  New  York  during  his  absence. 
Colden  had  never  swerved  for  an  instant  from  his  aU^;iance  to  the  crown  * 
he  esteemed  it  a  religious  duty  to  obey  the  instructions  of  his  superiors 
to  the  letter.  In  reply  to  Dartmouth's  communication  he  wrote,  under 
date  of  January  4,  1775  :  — 

"  Enthusiasm  is  ever  ei)ntagious  ;  and  when  propagated  by  every  artifice  be- 
comes almost  irresistible.  The  Assembly  of  this  Province,  as  I  formerly  iDformed 
your  lordship,  are  to  meet  next  Tuesday.  If  I  find  that  there  will  not  be  a 
Majority  for  prudent  measures,  I  shall  incline  to  prorogue  them  for  a  short  time, 
that  tlie  Plan  of  the  New  Parliament  may  be  known  here  before  the  Assemblj 
do  anything.'* 

This  legislative  body  was  slow  in  coming  together.     It  was  the  26th  of 
Januar\'  before  twentv-one  out  of  thirty  members  were  in  their 

Jan.  2&  •  "  . 

seats.  Abraham  Ten  Broeck  immediately  moved  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  acts  of  the  Congress  held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  pre- 
ceding autumn.     He  was  ably  seconded  by  George  Clinton  (afterwards 

tht*  finest  ${iet*iinen  of  Indian  rhetoric  and  eloquence  in  the  history  of  the  imce.  It  is  be* 
lieved,  howeTer.  that  Captain  Creaap*  althoo^  so  notably  accused,  was  in  no  way  respooflbk 
for  the  massacre  of  the  chieftain's  family,  as  he  was  many  hundred  miles  away  at  the  time  d 
it8  occurrence.  He  tnireled  over  the  mountains  and  through  the  rmles  of  PennsylTinii  to 
the  seat  of  govemroeut  for  instructions,  and  receiving  a  royal  commission,  wis  one  of  the  eft* 
cient  officers  in  1a>i\1  Dunmore's  expedition  against  the  Western  savages  in  the  summer  cf 
1774.  A  tonihiitone  in  Trinity  Churvh>-ar\i  marks  his  resting-place,  he  baring  died  in  N«* 
York  in  the  autumn  of  1775,  while  on  his  way  from  Boston  (where  he  was  Ci4)tain  of  a  omr 
pany  of  riflemen  under  Washington)  to  his  home  in  Maryland,  his  joomey  from  the  seat  d 
war  haring  heen  occasioned  by  sudden  and  severe  illness. 
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gOTemor  of  the  State  of  New  Tork),  by  the  brave  Philip  Schuyler,  by 
Simon  Boerum,  who  had  represented  King's  County  since  1761,  by  the 
afterwards  famous  Colonel  Woodhull,  by  Philip  Livingston,  and,  indeed, 
by  nearly  all  the 
memhera  who  were 
of  Dntch  descent. 
A  most  intensely 
exciting  debate  ea- 
rned. The  motion, 
however,  was  re- 
jected by  a  vote  of 
eleven  against  ten. 
The  news  reach- 
ing Eng^nd,  George 
III.  and  his  minis- 
ters became  infat- 
uated with  their 
oooiting  scheme. 
Henceforth  do  pains 
miiat  be  spared  The 
game  mnst  be  well 
{dayed.  Not  a  trick 
lost  New  York 
must  be  secured. 
Favors  and  indul- 
eences  to  the  loyal  „      .    ,  „       .  ^ 

**  -'  Portrait  of  OanarmI  Philip  Sehuylor. 

Pimtse  accorded  the 

good  disposition  towards  reconciliation  as  shown  by  the  vote  of  the  As- 
sembly. "Ah,"  said  Gamier  to  Eochford,  "that  one  vote  was  worth  a 
million  sterling."  But  his  tone  changed  when  he  was  in  company  with 
Veigennes,  and  he  explained  how  that  one  "  insignificant "  vote  was  not 
worth  the  counting  by  the  Ministry,  for  New  York  was  sure  to  act  with 
the  rest  of  the  continent,  —  she  only  differed  in  the  modes. 

Governor  Tryon  was  ordered  to  return  to  New  York  without  delay, 
and  empowered  to  give  "  every  reasonable  satisfaction  to  England's  faith- 
ful subjects  in  New  York."  Diplomatists  were  to  convey  promises  to 
tlie  landed  gentry ;  the  chronic  disputes  in  the  land  department,  and 
bmmdary  difficulties,  were  to  be  settled  in  favor  of  New  York ;  the  claims 
rf  New  York  speculators  to  Vermont  territory,  under  which  populous 
viDigea  had  grown  up,  were  to  be  supported  l^Jain8t  the  New  Hampshire 
fftaU ;  in  short,  all  claims  or  pretensions  were  to  be  honored  where  the 
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petitioners  would  pledge  themselves  not  to  obstruct  the  importation  or 
exjjortation  of  goods  to  and  from  Great  Britian.  New  York  was  to 
be  excepted  from  the  restraints  imposed  on  the  trade  and  fisheries  of  the 
other  colonies. 

There  were  hot  debates  in  the  New  York  Assembly,  particolaify 
when  the  question  was  argued  whether  delegates  should  be  appointed  to 
the  second  Congress.  It  was  claimed  that  the  proceedings  of  the  first 
Congress  were  violent  and  treasonable,  and,  instead  of  healing  the  unnat- 
ural breach  with  the  mother  country,  had  the  effect  to  widen  it  immeasiu^ 
ably ;  that  "  to  repeat  the  experiment  in  the  present  emei^ncy  was  to 
be  guilty  of  open  treason  in  the  broad  light  of  day.**  Against  a  veiy  de- 
termined minority  the  House  refused  to  appoint  del^ates. 

This  action  was  extensively  quoted  by  the  hopeful  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water ;  and  it  subjected  New  York  to  all  manner  of  unmerited  asper- 
sions from  the  neighboring  colonies.     But  its  weight  was  of  little  accooDt 
in  the  general  balance  of  sentiment     Never  was  a  pivot  of  the  policy 
of  ministers  more  grievously  misunderstood  than  New  York.     Never  was 
the  character  of  a  community  more   blunderingly  misinterpreted.    The 
foundation  of  the  structure  was  moderation,  inflexibility,  and  an  inherited 
predilection  for  republicanism.     An  ancestry  of  which  New  York  was 
l)roud  hud  proven  to  the  world  that  a  smaU  people  under  great  discourage- 
ments could  found  a  republic.     The  results  of  the  daring  and  heroism 
which  distinguished  the  long  period  of  the  contest  between  Holland  and 
Sjuiin  wore  fresh  in  the  public  mind ;  and  men  reminded  each  other  in 
thi»ir  daily  walks  and  couversiition  how  Great  Britain  herself  owed  the 
rtMiovation  of  her  own  jH)litieal  system  in  1689  to  Holland.     The  New- 
Yorkers  who  wei\>  actually  in  sympathy  with  the  British  system  of  min- 
isterial oppression  wore  much  fewer  than  has  been  generally  supposed ; 
anvl  they  wore  found  chiefly  on  the  surface.     The  landed  aristocracy  were 
diviiknl ;  thev  natun\llv  dreaded  the  confiscation  of  their  vast  estates.    But 
wo  shall  soi»  presently  that  it  was  no  insignificant  proportion  of  them  who 
nobly  riskeii  their  wide  jKissessions.  whether  inherited  or  accumulated,  in 
the  oausi*  of  lilvrty.     The  mechanics  of  the  city  were  almost  to  a  man 
enthusiiuit^  for  n^sistanoo.    They  were  excitable  and  headstrong;    and 
men  of  nu^uis  and  bnxider  intelligence  feared  that  through  the  very  fact 
that  this  chiss  had  nothiuij  {Personally  to  lose,  and  little  care  for  or  con- 
ct^ption  v>f  jH^ssible  futun*  events*  irret^arable  mischief  might  be  wrought 
ihnnigh  their  nish  jvrversity. 

Nivtwithstandiuj;  the  ivnser\*»tive  element,  and  the  generally  estab- 
lisheii  lx?lief  to  the  ixnitrury.  in  no  American  colony  was  English  dominion 
less»  wvloome  tluin  in  Now  York.     The  reader  will  observe  that  with  all 
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e  corrapting  influences  which  the  ingenuity  of  a  corrupt  Ministry  could 
jviae  bearing  down  upon  her,  without  any  legally  constituted  body  as  a 
Hying  point,  with  perils  menacing  her  on  eveiy  side,  and  in  defiance 
'  the  logic  which  had  been  a  part  of  every  man's  education  —  that  an 
(tabliiBhed  government  must  be  sustained  —  we  find  New  York  proceed- 
Yg  exclusively  by  the  methods  of  revolution,  and  under  circumstances  of 
ifficulty  which  had  no  parallel  in  any  of  the  other  Colonies.  At  the  criti- 
sl  moment  when  the  king  was  most  obstinately  and  serenely  confident  in 
figard  to  the  future  conduct  of  New  York,  the  Committee  of  Sixty  were 
inghing  at  the  vote  of  the  Assembly,  which  by  a  majority  of  four  refused 
to  forbid  importations,  and  in  the  very  face  of  this  counter-legislative 
iction  strictly  enforced  the  non-importation  agreement  of  the  condemned 
Congress.  While  the  smiling  monarch  was  lavisliing  flattery  upon  his 
"well-disposed  subjects  in  New  York "  and  issuing  orders  that  they 
Aould  be  **  gratified  in  every  reasonable  request,"  the  self-directing  Com- 
mittee of  Sixty,  wishing  to  test  the  real  mind  of  New  York  concerning 
tke  Assembly's  refusal  to  appoint  delegates  to  another  Congress,  caused 
i  poll  to  be  taken  throughout  the  city,  and  against  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  declared  in  favor  of  representation. 
A  convention  was  unhesitatingly  summoned  to  elect  the  delegates,  in  which 
the  coonties  co-operated  with  the  city.  On  the  20th  of  April, 
nnder  the  direct  gaze  of  the  "supreme  legislative  government 
of  New  York,**  forty-five  undaunted  electors  chose  from  among  their 
anks  fourteen  delegates  for  the  second  Continental  Congress.  Colden 
wrote  despairingly  to  Dartmouth :  "  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  gov- 
eminent  to  prevent  such  measures;  they  are  supported  by  indi\'iduals 
in  their  private  characters,  and  do  not  come  within  the  energy  of  the 

Several  of  these  newly  elected  delegates  will  be  recognized  as  members 
i  the  Assembly.  Philip  Livingston,  the  great  merchant  —  president  of 
he  convention  —  was  the  first  choice ;  John  Alsop,  with  immense  mer- 
antile  interests  at  stake ;  Francis  Lewis,  also  a  merchant,  a  man  of 
ibcnd  education  and  extensive  foreign  travel ;  James  Duane,  a  lawyer  of 
uge  practice  and  universally  conceded  abilities ;  John  Jay,  already  in 
be  front  rank  among  la^'yers,  scholars,  and  political  economists,  despite 
lis  brief  twenty-nine  years ;  Philip  Schuyler,  the  valiant  cliampion  of 
lopnlar  rights  in  the  Assembly  ;  Robert  R.  Livingston,  versatile,  brilliant, 
nd  influential ;  George  Clinton,  as  wise  in  council  as  he  was  after^vard8 
pdhnt  in  warfare;  Henry  Wisner,  from  Orange  County,  the  chief 
liiiiifactuTer  of  powder  for  the  American  army  at  a  later  date  ;  Simon 
ioenim,  the  assembl}n[nan  from  King's  Coimty  during  fourteen  consecu- 
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lively  at  test  oader  well-defined  chartered  rights.  The  question  whether 
English  or  French  civilization  should  control  in  the  development  of  the 
American  continent  had  been  chiefly  determined  by  New  York ;  and  tlie 
principles  which  underlie  our  republican  institutions  had  tirst  found  ex- 
proasion  in  New  York.  In  short,  the  tree  of  freedom  had  been  planted 
in  tbe  Empire  State  long  before  the  little  plantation  of  a  Dutch  mer- 
cantile  company  had  come  under  kingly  rule ;  it  had  taken  firm  root ; 
it  had  grown  rank  despite  the  frosts  of  severe  displeasure,  sometimes 
Atwtin^  forth  its  branches  in  one  direction  and  sometiuies  in  another, 
potting  out  a  leaf  here  and  a  leaf  there,  and  finally  budding  and  blooming 
nnder  the  stray  sunbeams  of  a  living  affection  for  liberty  even  while 
conetantly  assailed  by  storms  of  foreign  wrath ;  and  now  its  ripening 
fruit  ia  falling — into  its  neighbors'  fields,  indued,  who,  with  their  baskets 
naAj,  hasten  to  gather  it  in. 

Tbe  Xt'w  York  Coi!\ention  adjourned  on  Saturday.  The  quiet  of  the 
OMtl  UKHuing  (Sunday)  was  broken  by  the  startling  news  of  the 
bottle  of  Lexington.  As  the  people  were  assembling  for  morning 
service  in  the  various  churches  of  the  metropolis,  a  horseman,  riding 
furiuosly  doMTi  thi-  D^iwery  Koa<l  into  Broadway,  reined  in  his^^jj^^ 
steed  here  and  llierc  tn  recite  the  events  of  Wednesday,  the  19th 
nr  April,  to  little  groujw  of  Sunday  worsliiiwrs  on  the  street  Written 
rlootnoenls,  autheiUiL^ilud  by  the  chief  men  of  all  the  prominent  towns  he 
had  fimwd  throu<;]L  fiiiiii  Boston  to  New  York,  cuiitirmed  his  every  state- 
meat  Atniucemenl,  iilurm,  and  widignatiun  took  {H)ssussion  uf  the  jiublic 
miniL  The  British  army  had  attempted  to  seize  and  destroy  the  military 
supplies  at  Conconl ;  an  ill-advised  and  inglorio\is  expedition  liad  resulted 
ID  m  ebapt^r  of  horrors  with  which  the  world  is  familiar,  and  in  the  igno- 
minioiia  flight  'if  well-trained  troops  before  an  outraged  i)eople!  The 
kit^s  anuy  at  tliis  moment  were  closely  beleaguered  in  Boston  with  no 
■nade  of  exil  except  hy  the  sea  ! 

New  York  was  aflame  with  excitement  The  news  traveled  with  the 
ajioed  of  a  whirlwind,  and  the  whole  city  before  noon  seemed  to  have 
rw9i  ill  resentment.  Men  hurried  to  and  fro,  women  were  met  weepin*,' 
wdewalks,  the  churches  were  deserted  in  the  great  feverish  impulse 
I  tin  misenihle  truth,  and  the  dinner-hour  was  forgotten.  Although 
h,  men  in  a  body  took  possession  of  the  City  Hall,  and 
I  with  the  munitions  it  contained.  Two  vessels  laden 
pplies  for  the  British  troops  at  Boston,  ,just  upon  the  eve 
t  mce  hoarded  by  an  impromptu  force,  headed  by  Isaac 
Lamb,  and  the  cai;goes,  to  the  value  of  eighty  thousand 
All  vessels  about  to  sail  for  any  of  the  British 
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possessions  were  detained.     The  royal  government  was  powerless 
York ;  the  i^eople  ruled  the  hour.     The  keys  of  the  custom-how 
demanded  and  the  officers  dismissed. 

On  Monday,  while  volunteer  companies  paraded  Broadway  in  d 

of  the  administration,  the  Committee  of  Sixty  met  in  eamc 

sultation ;  being  invested  with  no  special  power  except  in 

to  the  non-importation  agreement,  a  new  committee  with  wider  au 

seemed  indispensable.     Hence  the  foUowing  call  was  issued :  — 

NEW- YORK,  Contmittee-Chamb] 

WEDNESDAY,  26th  April,  ] 

THE  Commttteeliaving  uken  into  Coniuieranoa  die  Cor 
occafioned  by  the  fanguinary  Meafures  puHued  by  A 
Miniftryi  and  chat  tke  Powers  widi  which  this  Com 
inTcftcd,  refeeft  only  the  Aflbciation.  are  onanfai 
Opinion,  That  a  new  Conunittee  be  deded  by  the  Fr 
and  Freemen  of  this  Ci^  and  Conntyj  for  the  prefent  unhappy ' 
of  Affiuri,  as  well  as  to  obfenre  the  Condadt  of  all  Perfbns  tond 
Aflbciation;  That  the  iaid  Committee  ooniiik  of  100  Pecions;  tha 
Quorum,  and  that  they  diiTolve  within  a  Fortnight  next  after  the 
the  next  Seffions  of  the  Continenul  Congrefs.  And  that  the  &ad 
Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  this  City  and  County*  upon  this  Sob) 
be  better  procured  and  aftertained,  the  Committee  are  further  una 
of  Opinion,  That  the  Polls  be  taken  on  Friday  Morning  next,  at  p 
at  Ae  ufual  Places  of  BleAionln  each  Ward,  under  the  Infpe^tioi 
two  Vefttymen  of  each  Ward,  and  two  of  this  Committee,  or  1 
of  the  four;  and  that  at  the  faid  EleAions  the  Votes  of  the  FrecD 
Ffteh61der5,  be  taken  on  the  fotlowins  Qj^eitionf >  viv.  Whether  (\ 
Committee  ihall  be  conftitufed  j  and  if  Tea^  of  whom  it  (hall  confi 
dlia  Committee  id  further  unanimoufly  of  Opinion,  That  at  the 
suUrming  Tuncbire,  it  is  highly  advifeable  that  a  Provincial  Conj 
immcdiititfy  fiumnoned  %  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  die  Fie 
■dAMmcaof  thisCi^  and  County^  to  clioofe  at  the  fame  Tit 
for  die  New  (Jommittee  aforefidd.  Twenty  Deputies  to  r 
t  dbe  ftid  Congrefs.  And  that  a  Letter  be  forthwith  preps 
d  to  all  Ae  wounties>  rcq^uefting  them  to  unite  with  usia  i 
U|  CosigreiSt  and  to  appoint  their  Deputies  vnthoutDelayj 
ris,  on  Monday  the  aad  of  May  next. 

By  Ordir  of  the  CommitUe^ 

AACLOW,  Chatrmd 
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The  oonnties  of  New  York  had  many  of  them  prior  to  this  call  assured 
the  public  through  the  press  of  their  willingness  to  stand  or  fall  with 
American  liberty.^  Hitherto  there  had  been  no  occasion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Provincial  Congress  in  New  York.  It  was  supposed  that  such 
a  movement  would  obstruct  all  business,  prevent  the  collection  of  debts, 
destroy  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  involve  the  country  in  distress.  But 
with  the  shifting  scenes  minor  considerations  were  overlooked,  and  one 
grand  impulse  seemed  to  inspire  action.  While  the  war-message  was 
speeding  from  village  to  village  through  New  England,  and  the  popula- 
tion responding  in  a  manner  which  has  found  no  ])arallel  in  history.  New 
York  unhesitatingly  took  another  firm,  unfaltering  step  in  the  direction 
of  Independence. 

Through  the  length  and  breadth  of  New  England  no  time  was  con- 
mned  in  asking  if  resistance  were  practicable ;  no  delay  for  the  want  of 
a  union  formed  or  leaders  proclaimed.  Men  hurried  from  the  fields,  the 
vwkHBhops,  and  the  bams,  and  ministers  came  from  their  studies,'*  every 
with  a  gun,  and  a  bit  of  limch  in  his  hat  or  pocket ;  possiV)ly  a  few 
ies  packed^  in  a  pillow-case  by  wife  or  daughter.  In  some  towns, 
wnpanies  were  oi^nized  after  a  fashion  on  the  village  green.  For  the 
part  the  enlistments  were  on  the  prime  condition  of  individual  Con- 
or pleasure.    Thus  the  volunteer  was  as  free  to  go  away  as  to 
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■  A  luuMmwi  writer  of  the  day,  after  recording  the  action  of  the  inhabitants  of  Diuhess 
ia  leftuliig  to  tahscribe  to  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedience  and  non-rt>sistance,  thus 
Hm  "  •dTocatm  of  ministerial  oppression  "  who  were  at  the  same  time  assembled  in 
:  '*  After  bnsineas,  then  a  dinner,  which  is  to  consist  of  many  dishes,  but  I  can- 
to cipWMs  the  ironiptuousness  nor  variety  of  them  ;  there  is,  however,  to  be  good 
wwrtbecl^  ewe  mutton,  and  lamb,  both  roast  and  boiled,  and  all  well  seasoned  with 
pim  braa^t  from  the  East  Indies  ;  next  is  to  (*ome  a  pompous  pye,  on  one  side  of 
ii  Id  be  leen  a  riper,  and  on  the  other  a  pigeon,  lx)th  curiously  formed  in  paste,  denot- 
of  the  aerpf  nt  and  the  innocence  of  the  dove,  and  on  the  top  a  cormorant, 
s  MiBterial  mandate  in  bis  mouth  ;  the  salad  is  to  consist  entirely  of  celery  and  penny- 
'AWi  il  it  expected  the  guests  will  devour  very  greedily,     liut  how  vain  would  it  b«»  to 
S  dMeriptkm  of  the  whole  entertainment ;  all  ^ill  be  elegant,  sumptuous,  and  i)olite, 
vQl  bo  nodeeoert ;  as  for  the  wines,  they  are  to  be  particularly  such  as  have  been 
from  Haderia  or  the  Western  Islands,  if  such  are  to  be  had  ;  for  you  must 
tlMgriafoid  to  eat  and  drink  what  they  please,  consistent  with  the  laws  of  the  land . 
the  Atnciation  entered  into  by  the  Continentul  Congress.    Towards  eveniiij:; 
WAi^M^  with  all  ito  equippages  and  appurtenances,  is  to  Ix?  brought  in  ;  the  landlady 
Bit  nnfiNliidadl/  puzzled  to  suit  the  company,  as  there  's  no  India  Company's  tea  to  K* 
■•  Md  na  they  will  hare,  notwithstanding  this  meeting  is  to  l»o  after  the  first  day  of 
t      ^j™"  ^^*^i»tobedone  ?  Why,  give  us  Dutcn  tea,  if  you  have  no  other.  ....  How 
1      *"*'**'*^  ^  ■>*■•  ignorant  part  of  the  (Vrnvention,  who  have  Ix-en  drawn  in  to  sign  the 
V     *•"•  ^  ••  thilr  kaden  indnlge  in  diversions  and  pleasures,  which  is  a  sure  sign  that  the 
I     *>^^M*hiaealm."     Neir  York  Gaiftte,  Manh  20,  1775. 
^■Ufe  »  MMH^  An  Putnam,  a  deacon  of  the  church,  was  chosen  Captain  of  the  minutc-mcu 
l^flH^HlMi  Mt  Wtdnrorthy  the  pastor,  was  made  his  First  Lieutenant 
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rush  into  the  fray.    There  were  no  uniforms,  and  no  equipments.    On  the 
soldiers*  rapid  march  to  the  seat  of  the  disturbance  the   inhabitants 
along  the  route  gladly  spread  their  tables,  and  all  things  were  in  com- 
mon.    The  British  officers  were  confounded  when  they  saw  the  besiegen 
perched  in  Cambridge  as  a  central  camp,  with  wide-spread  wings  stretch- 
ing from  Chelsea  on  the  left,  almost  round  to  Dorchester  on  the  right, 
covering  about  three  quarters  of  a  circle  of  headlands,  slopes,  peninsulas, 
and  eminences,  themselves  thus  hemmed   in  by  an  unoi^nized,  flao- 
tuating  mass  of  humanity  filled  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  a  military 
host.    The  bitter  mortification  of  the  proud  and  most  experienced  soldiers 
of  the  English  realm,  freshly  laureled  in  recent  wars,  was  only  equaled  by 
the  sufferings  which  came  with  their  confinement,  since  their  magazines 
were  unfiUed,  and  supplies  of  every  description  were  cut  oflT,  rendering 
their  diet  unwholesome  and  meager.     They  were  rich  in  every  foim  of 
water-craft,  ships  of  war,  gun-boats,  transports,  floats,  and  barges;  but  even 
with  these  they  could  not  venture  near  the  shore  of  main  or  island.    The 
tide-soaked  marshes  between  the  two  combating  forces  then  doubled  the 
present  width  of  the  rivers ;  and  there  were  no  bridges  in  the  r^on,  save 
on  the  side  of  Cambridge  towards  Brighton.     The  salt  flats  had  no  cause- 
ways over  them,  and  the  only  route  between  any  two  places  was  by  a 
long  detour.     The  chief  roads  and  all  the  high  points  were  cautiously 
guanled.   Hence  the  humiliated  generals  of  England's  monarch  saw  no  iwy 
out  of  their  disgraceful  dilemma,  imtil  reinforcements  should  reach  them 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.     General  Gage,  at  the  solicitatioo 
of  some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Boston   assembled  in  Faneuil  Hal 
agi-eed  to  allow  such  of  the  people  as  desired,  to  remove  from  the  city,  if 
they  would  leave  their  arms  behind  them  and  covenant  to  abstain  alto- 
gether from  hostilities.     Many  of  the  suffering  and  frightened  families, 
whose  means  of  procuring  fooil  were  made  precarious  by  the  seige,  availed 
themselves  of  the  i^ermission.     But  their  effects  were  subjected  t<»  a  rigii 
examination  ;  and  presently  the  devoted  loyalists,  of  whom  there  were 
not  a  few,  objected  to  the  liberty  afforded  their  neighbors  of  removsL 
under  whatever  circumstances,  as  it  would  furnish  the  provincials  more 
excuse  for  violence  should  they  attack  the  city.     There  were  timid  neu- 
trals, and  there  were  spies,  who  remained  quietly  in  Boston.     These  latter 
watched  all  movements  and  communicated  with  their  friends  outside. 
The  population  of  Boston,  independent  of  the  military,  was  then  abort 
eighteen  thousand.     The  town  of  Charlestown,  which  lay  under  the  Brit* 
ish  guns,  contained  some  two  or  three  thousand  souls.     The  interrupuo* 
of  employment  brought  poverty,  and  the  people  fled  from  Charlestowi 
in  everv'  direction,  until  there  were  less  than  two  hundred  remaining. 
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The  colonial  forces  were  loosely  officered,  and  under  no  national  author- 
ity whatsoever.     No  war  had  been  declared,  and  there  was  no  nation  to 
declare  war.     The  Continental  Congress  had  not  as  yet  decided  upon  the 
need  of  an  army.     They  had  no  munitions  of  war  nor  the  means  with 
which  to  procure  them.    A  self-constituted  Provincial  Congress  discharged 
legislative  functions  in  Massachusetts,  and  a  Conmiittee  of  Safety  directed 
in  military  affairs.     A  Council  of  War  was  also  instituted,  witji  an  unde- 
fined range  as  to  advice  and  authority,  sometimes  mischievously  interfer- 
ing with  or  confusing  the  arrangements  and  measures  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety.    The  field  officers  held  place  and  rank  according  to  the  inclination 
and  partialities  of  the  privates,  and  were  liable  to  be  superseded  or  dis- 
obeyed at  any  moment^    Indeed,  the  fighting  elements,  drawn  together 
by  the  excitement  of  the  hour,  were  subject  to  discord  and  disintegration, 
and  could  act  in  concert  only  by  yielding  themselves  to  the  influence  of 
the  spirit  which  had  wrenched  them  from  their  various  occupations  at  the 
busiest  season  of  the  year.    They  did  not  feel  their  lack  of  discipline  nor 
realize   its  probable  consequences.     They  were  restless  under  restraint, 
and  eager  for  action.     In  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  in  the  Council 
of  War  there  were  directing  minds,  and  a  wide  difference  of  opinion,  as  to 
the  safe  and  expedient  course  to  be  pursued.     Daring  enterprises  weix^ 
diacossed,  but  little  could  be  attempted  while  there  was  hardly  powder 
anoDgh  in  the  camp  for  a  successful  target  expedition.^ 

In  accordance  with  the  call.  New  York  city  and  county  elected,  on 
May  1,  a  new  Committee  of  One  Hundred  to  control  in  all  general 
tbin' ;  and  as  the  powers  of  the  Convention  (so  recently  in  ses- 
oon)  had  expired  with  the  choice  of  delegates  to  the  Continental  Con- 
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imes  of  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred  chosen  in  this  emer- 

15.  Gabriel  U.  Lndlow. 

29. 

John  Anthony. 

1  Philip  LmngstoiL 

16.    Nicholas  Hoflfinan. 

30. 

Francis  Bassett. 

1  Jiaiet  Dune. 

17.   Abraham  Walton. 

31. 

Victor  Bicker. 

i  John  Alaopi 

IS.    Peter  Van  Schaack. 

32. 

John  White. 

i  John  Jay. 

19.    Henry  Remsen. 

33. 

Theophilus  Anthony. 

i  FMer  V.  E  liyingKton. 

20.    Peter  T.  Curtenins. 

84. 

William  Goforth. 

7.  IflMcSean. 

21.  Abraham  Brasher. 

85. 

William  Denning. 

i  Bmd  Johnaon. 

22.   Abraham  P.  Lott. 

86. 

Isaac  Roosevelt. 

t.  Aleiaader  McDongall. 

28.   Abraham  Dur3ree. 

87. 

Jaoob  Van  Voorheen. 

H  Thonaa  HandalL 

24.    Joseph  Bull. 

88. 

Jeremiah  Piatt. 

11*  LiOBard  Lbpenard. 

25.    Francis  Lewis. 

39. 

Comfort  Sands. 

U  WiDlam  Walton. 

26.   Joseph  Totten. 

40. 

Robert  Benson. 

^  John  Broom. 

27.   Thomas  Ivers. 

41. 

William  W.  Gilbert 

11  Jw^HalWtt 

28.  Hercules  Mulligan. 

42. 

John  Berrien. 
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gress,^  all  parts  of  the  colony  of  New  York  had  been  summoned,  and 
the  same  time  (May  1)  elected  delegates  to  represent  them  in  a  Provinc 
Congress. 

Eighty-three  members  of  the  new  Committee  of  One  Hundred  met 
soon  as  chosen ;  and  on  the  motion  of  John  Morin  Scott,  seconded 
Alexander  MacDougall,  an  association  was  projected,  engaging  under  \ 
the  ties  of  religion,  honor,  and  love  of  country,  to  submit  to  committc 
and  to  Congress,  to  withhold  supplies  from  British  troops,  and  at  t 
risk  of  lives  and  fortunes  to  repel  every  attempt  at  enforcing  taxation  I 
Parliament.  Colden  described  in  a  letter  to  Dartmouth,  under  date 
May  3,  how  the  people  of  New  York  had  "  entirely  prostrated  the  powe 
of  Government,  and  produced  an  association  by  which  this  Province  b 
solemnly  united  with  the  others  in  resisting  the  Acts  of  Parliament" 

On  the  5tli  of  May  a  packet  sailed  for  England.  Among  the  passei 
gei-s  wei-e  two  agents  sent  by  the  counselors  of  the  disabled  jgs 
erunient  of  New  York,  to  represent  to  the  Ministry  how  severe] 
tlie  rash  conduct  of  the  army  at  Boston  had  injured  the  cause  of  the  kin 
The  Committee  of  One  Hundred  addressed  by  the  same  vessel  the  may* 
and  corporation  of  London,  and  through  them  the  capital  of  the  Britu 
Empire  and  people  of  Great  Britain,  saying :  — 

'*  Tliis  countiy  will  not  be  deceived  by  measures  conciliatory  in  appeannt 
....  America  is  grown  so  irritable  by  oppression,  that  the  least  shock,  in  tf 
part,  is,  by  the  most  powerful  sympathetic  affection,  instantaneously  felt  thioo 
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43.  Gabriel  W.  Ludlow. 

44.  Nicholas  Roosevelt. 

45.  Edward  Fleming. 

46.  Lawrence  Embree. 

47.  Samuel  Jones. 

48.  John  DeLancey. 

49.  Frederic  Jay. 

50.  William  W.  Ludlow. 
61.  John  B.  Moore. 

52.  Rudolphus  Ritzind. 

53.  Lindley  Murray. 

54.  I^ancaster  Burling. 

55.  John  Lanher. 

56.  George  Janaway. 

57.  James  Beekman. 

58.  Samuel  Verplanck. 

59.  Richard  Yates. 

60.  David  Clarkson. 

61.  Thomas  Smith. 

62.  James  Desbros.ses. 


63.  Augustus  Van  Horn. 

64.  Garrat  Keteltas. 

65.  Eleazer  Miller. 

66.  Benjamin  Kissam. 

67.  John  Morin  Scott 

68.  Cornelius  Cloppcr. 

69.  John  Read. 

70.  John  Van  CortUndt 

71.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt 

72.  Gerardus  Duyckiuck. 

73.  Peter  Goelet. 

74.  John  Marston. 

75.  Thomas  Marston. 

76.  John  Morton. 

77.  George  Folliot. 

78.  Jacobus  Leflerts. 

79.  Richard  Sharp. 

80.  Hamilton  Yoang. 

81.  Abraham  BrinVerhoCT. 


82.  Beigamin  Helme. 

88.  Walter  Frankliii. 

84.  David  Beekman. 

85.  William  Seton. 

86.  Evert  Banker. 

87.  Robert  Ray. 

88.  Mich*- Bogert  (Bfotd 

89.  WillUmLaight 

90.  Samuel  Broom. 

91.  John  Lamb. 

92.  Daniel  Phcenix. 

93.  Anthony  Van  Da 

94.  Daniel  Donacoml 

95.  John  Imlay. 

96.  Oliver  Templetff 

97.  Lewis  Pintaid. 

98.  ComeUns  P.  Lr 

99.  Thomas  Bacba 
100.  PetnuByvanlf 


L   James  Desbros.ses. 
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tbe  wbole  oontineiit.  The  city  (of  New  York)  are  as  one  man  in  the  cause  of 
liberty ;  oar  inhabitants  are  lesohitely  bent  on  supporting  their  committee,  and 
the  intended  Provincial  and  Continental  Congresses ;  there  is  not  the  least 
doabt  of  the  efficacy  of  their  example  in  the  other  counties.  In  short,  while  the 
whole  continent  ardently  wishes  for  peace  upon  such  terms  as  can  be  acceded  to 
by  Engliahmen,  they  are  indefatigable  in  preparing  for  the  last  appeal. 

'*  We  speak  the  real  sentiments  of  the  confederated  Colonies,  from  Nova  Scotia 
to  Geoigia,  when  we  declare  that  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war  will  never  compel 
America  to  submit  to  taxation  by  authority  of  Parliament/' 

These  brave  words  were  vnitten  in  the  full  light  of  the  knowledge 
that  there  were  not  five  hundred  pounds  of  powder  in  the  length  and 
bieadth  of  the  metropolis,  that  British  troops  were  already  ordered  to  New 
York,  that  it  was  commanded  by  Brooklyn  Heights,  and  that  the  deep 
water  of  its  harbor  exposed  it  on  both  sides  to  ships  of  war.  The  letter 
wa§  signed  by  eighty-nine  of  the  One  Hundred,  of  whom  the  first  was 
John  Jay. 

The  following  day  the  delegates  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
U>  the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia  drew  near ;  they  were 
met  on  Murray  Hill,  three  miles  from  the  city,  by  a  company  of 
grenadiers,  and  a  regiment  of  the  city  militia  under  arms,  and  by  carriages 
and  a  cavalcade,  and  many  thousands  of  persons  on  foot ;  and  along  roads 
which  were  crowded  as  if  the  whole  city  had  turned  out  to  do  them 
Iwnor,  and  amid  shouts  and  huzzas,  the  ringing  of  bells  and  every 
demonstration  of  joy,  they  made  their  entry  into  New  York,  where  they 
spent  the  Sabbath. 

On  Monday,  two  days  later,  they  were  joined  by  several  of  the  New 
York  delegates,  and  with  great  ceremony  escorted  by  several  hun- 
ted of  the  militia  under  arms,  and  by  a  much  lai-ger  number  of 
pitnotic  citizens,  across  the  water  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia,  pausing 
tt  Newark  and  Elizabethtown,  where  triumphal  honors  awaited  them. 

Events  followed  each  other  with  the  swiftness  of  the  whirlwind.  Eev. 
«yle8  Cooper,  the  second  President  of  King's  College,  who  had  been 
^Kcted  to  that  honorable  position  in  1763,  while  only  twenty-eight  years 
^  ■ge,  had  been  writing  for  the  press  with  great  force  and  elegance  of 
*"<*ion,  on  the  subject  of  colonial  relation  to  England.  A  tract  had  re- 
^"y appeared  from  his  pen  entitled  "A  Friendly  Address  to  all  Reason- 
^  Americans  on  the  Subject  of  our  Political  Confusions."  His  habits 
<>pnion8  had  been  fashioned  from  the  old  Oxford  pattern,  and  the 
i^puar  party  ^^i^  ^q^  Jn  any  humor  to  tolerate  his  scholarly  arguments 
j^^  opposing  the  king's  troops.  On  the  night  of  the  10th  of 
/  a  mob  foitubly  entered  his  lodging  in  the  college  with  mur-      ^ 
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der  intent     A  student  warning  him  in  time,  he  escaped,  half-dtesa 

jumping  over  the  college  fence,  and  found  shelter  in  the  house  of  < 

the  Stuyvesants  until  he  could  reach  a  vessel  bound  for  England.^ 

John  Holt,  who  edited  the  New  York  Journal,  was  one  of  the 

fearless  of  printers ;  having  in  1774  discardt 

ns  of  the  king  as  an  ornamental  heading  1 

paper,  and  substituted  the  device  of  a  snal 

I  into  parts,  with  "  Unite  or  die "  for  a  mot 

about  this  time  issued  the  snake  joined  and  i 

with  the  tail  in  its  mouth,  forming  a  douUe 

within   the  coil  was  a  pillar  standing  on  I 

Carta,  surmounted  with  the  cap  of  Liberty. 

As  the  delegates  of  New  England  and  New  York  were  traveling  th 

New  Jersey  and  bearing  with  them  to  their  goal  the  sense  of  the  p( 

tion  as  well  as  the  declaration  of  the  New  Jersey  Assembly  "  to  aln 

the  united  voice  of  the  Continental  Congress,"  a  scheme,  disease 

private  by  Adams  and  Hancock  with  the  governor  and  council  of 

necticut  while  in  Hartford  a  few  days  before,  was  taking  effect  in  a  r 

stroke  of  military  policy.     A  party  of  volunteers  under  the  comma 

Ethan  Allen  were  ou  the  march  towards  Ticondert^a,     They  were  c 

from  Salisbury,  Berkshire,  and  Bennington,  having  been  fitted  out 

the  funds  in  the  Connecticut  treasury.     In  the  gray  of  the  morning  o 

eventful  10th  of  May  which  inaugurated  the  opening  of  the  second 

tiuental  Congress,  the  fortress  of  Ticouderoga,  which  cost  En 

eight  million  pounds  sterling,  a  succession  of  campaigns,  at 

immense  amount  of  human  life,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans 

a  siege  of  ten  minutes,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 

Allen's  party  numbered  eighty-three;  they  broke  through  the  ( 
gate  of  the  fort,  disarmed  the  guards,  raising  at  the  same  instao 
Indian  war-whoop,  —  such  an  unnatural  yell  as  had  not  been  heard 
that  T^on  since  the  days  of  Montcalm,  —  and  formed  on  the  para 
hollow  square  so  as  to  face  each  of  the  barracks.  One  of  the  sen 
after  receiving  a  slight  wound,  cried  for  quarter,  and  guided  Allen  t 
apartment  of  the  commanding  officer. 

"  Come  forth  instantly,  or  I  will  sacrifice  the  whole  garrison ! "  . 
shonted  through  the  door. 

1  B«T.  HylM  Cooper,  LL.D.,  «u  bom  in  England  in  1785.     He  wm  edacated  it  0 

Md  aftenranU  mule  ■  Fellow  or  Queen's  College.     He  published  an  octavo  toIdhk  of 

'^*tl.     He  eqjojed  a  diatinguuihed  reputation  for  soholarahip.  '  After  hii  ewape  lo  Ei 

Wda  putor  of  the  First  EpiKopal  Chapel  in  Edinburgh,  where  he  died  in  175S. 

Nmd  in  Colombia  Coll^  ;  he  ii  apkl  to  hvn  borne  a  striking  n«al 
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Delaplaoe,  the  commander,  appeared  undressed,  with  his  garments  in 
his  band. 

*'  Deliver  to  me  the  fort  instantly ! "  was  the  salutation  with  which  he 
was  welcomed. 

"  By  what  authority  ? "  he  asked  in  amazement. 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Great  Jehovah  and  the  Continental  Congress ! " 
was  the  quick  response. 

Delaplace  attempted  to  speak  again,  but  was  peremptorily  interrupted 
by  Allen,  who  flourished  a  drawn  sword  over  his  head.  Seeing  no  alter- 
native, Delaplace  surrendered  the  garrison,  and  ordered  his  men  to  be 
paraded  without  arms. 

With  the  fortress  were  captured  fifty  prisoners,  more  than  a  hundred 
pieces  of  cannon,  one  thirteen-inch  mortar,  and  a  number  of  swivels,  stores 
and  small  arms.  Crown  Point  was  taken  a  little  later  by  a  detachment 
imder  Seth  Warner,  the  garrison  of  twelve  men  surrendering  upon  the 
fint  summons.  And  furthermore,  the  onlv  British  vessel  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain  yielded  to  the  bravery  of  Benedict  Arnold.  Alas !  Great  Britain 
was  actually  at  war  with  herself 

And  now  all  eyes  were  turned  towards  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia. 
A  more  doubtful  body  of  men  was  probably  never  convened  since  the 
worid  was  mada     They  could  copy  nothing  past,  be  guided  by  no  prece- 
dent, proceed  not  after  the  manner  of  great  inventors,  but  depend  entirely 
tpon  the  gradual  unfolding  of  the  internal  necessity  of  the  community. 
.They  had  no  place  of  meeting,  but  were  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the 
cupenters  of  the  Quaker  City  for  the  use  of  the  hall  wherein  they  held 
their  sessions ;  they  had  no  treasury ;  they  had  no  authority  to  levy  taxes 
or  to  borrow  money ;  they  had  no  soldiers  enlisted,  and  not  one  civil  or 
militaiy  officer  to  carry  out  their  orders;  they  were  not  an  executive 
goremment,  they  were  not  even  a  legislative  body ;  they  had  no  powers 
•ivc  tlkose  of  counsel     They  represented  simply  the  unformed  opinions 
of  ID  unformed  people. 

The  thirteen  American  provinces  were  inhabited  by  men  of  French, 

Drtch,  Swedish,  and  Grerman  ancestry,  as  well  as  English.     This  new 

feeding  intelligence  must  respect  the  masses,  one  fifth  of  whom  had  for 

tlair  mother  tongue  some  other  language  than  the  Anglo-Saxon.     They 

■nat  not  ignore  the  Quakers,  who  considered  it  wicked  to  fight ;  nor  yet 

tte  Cahrinists,  whose  religious  creed  encouraged  resistance  to  tyranny. 

IWjr  must  remember  the  freeholders,  whose  pride  in  their  liberties  and 

I    mUence  in  their  power  to  defend  the  lands  which  their  own  hands  had 

I    nbdned  rendered  them  impatient  and  headstrong;  and  also   the  mer- 

;    «*•,  whose  ships  and  treasures  were  afloat,  and  who  dreaded  war  as  the 

\ 
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foreshadowing  of  their  own  bankruptcy.    The  immediate  declaration  of 
independence  was  an  impossibility.     Massachusetts,  almost  exclusively 
of  British  origin,  might  reach  a  result  with  short  time  for  reflectioa 
Congress  must  take  a  broader  view.     Not  only  the  various  nationalities, 
but  the  religious  creeds,  numerous  as  embraced  by  all  Europe,  must  be 
molded  into  something  like  unity  before  the  American  mind  could  be 
liberated  from  allegiance  to  the  past  and  enlisted  in  the  formation  of  one 
great  state.     A  creative  impulse  waited  for  the  just  solution  of  an  intri- 
cate problem.     Time  and  circumstances  were  to  foster  a  sublime  sentiment 
superior  to  race  or  language.     Meantime  it  was  the  sense  of  oppression 
rather  than  exalted  love  for  country  which  now  ruled  the  multitude.    The 
members  of  Congress  saw  with  fatal  clearness  the  total  want  of  any  prepa- 
ration for  war.     The  narrow  powers  with  which  they  were  intrusted  bj' 
their  constituents  argued  forcibly  against  any  change,  where  change  was 
not  demanded  by  instant  necessity.     They  were  divided  and  undecided 
They  resisted  every  forward  movement,  and  made  none  but  by  compulsion. 
And  yet  it  was  their  glorious  office,  through  the  natural  succession  of  in- 
evitable events,  to  cement  a  union  and  constitute  a  nation. 

On  the  foUowing  day  the  New  York  Committee  of  One  Hundred  ad- 
dressed lieutenant-governor  Colden  in  a  carefully  worded  and  digoi- 

^  '  tieil  document,  setting  forth  how  the  city  and  county,  as  well  las  the 
rest  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  had  waited  with  patience,  in  vain,  fur  "a 
ivdress  of  the  many  unconstitutional  burdens  under  which  the  whole  wn- 
tineut  had  groaned  for  many  years,"  and  that  at  this  most  interesting' 
crisis,  when  their  all  was  at  stake,  and  the  sword  drawn  by  the  adminis- 
tration against  the  people  of  Massachusetts  for  asserting  their  invaluable 
rights,  the  ooninion  inheritance  of  all  Britons,  whether  in  England  or 
America,  they  had  proceeded  to  associate  in  the  common  cause,  and 
claimed  as  their  birthright  a  total  exemption  from  all  taxes,  internal  or 
external,  by  authority  of  Parliament.  At  the  same  time  they  were  deeply 
concerned  in  regaixl  to  the  mischief  and  bloodshed  which  would  ensue 
fnnn  the  encampment  of  British  troops  in  the  city  of  New  York,  an»l 
K'souj^ht  Colden  to  apply  to  Geneml  Gage  for  orders  to  prevent  the  land* 
ini;  of  such  as  were  on  the  sea  bound  for  this  port,  and  daily  expected 

The  final  jxiragraph  of  the  communication  was  asfoUows:  — 

**  Give  us  leave.  Sir.  to  eoncliule  hx  assuring  you,  that  we  are  determined  to 
iiupn.>ve  that  eontidenet»  with  which  the  People  have  honored  us,  in  strengthen- 
ing the  hand  of  the  civil  Magistrate  in  every  lawfull  measure  calculated  topr'> 
mote  the  l\»iu'e  and  just  Rule  of  this  meti\)[Kdis,  and  consistent  with  that  j<**' 
ous  attention  which  alH)ve  all  things  we  are  bound  to  pay  to  the  WoUted  Righ^ 
of  America." 
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len  replied  May  13,  saying,  he  could  not  conceive  upon  what 
la  a  suspicion  was  entertained  that  the  city  of  New  York 
be  reduced  to  the  present  state  of  Boston.  He  denied  hav- 
d  the  least  intimation  that  any  "  regidar  troops  were  destined  for 
ovince."  And  he  specially  exhorted  the  committee  to  carry  into 
;heir  assurances  of  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  civil  magistrates, 
:  *'  Let  this  be  done  inmiediately,  and  with  impartial  firmness  on 
occasion;  that  the  houses,  persons,  and  property  of  your  fellow- 
B  may  not  be  attacked  with  impunity,  and  every  degree  of  domestic 
Y  and  happiness  sapped  to  its  foundation." 

Provincial  Congress  assembled  in  the  city  May  23.  Golden  wrote 
tmouth  shortly  afterward :  — 

1  ¥rill  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  congresBes  and  committees  are  estab- 
n  ibis  government  and  acting  with  all  the  confidence  and  authority  of  a 
»Temment  The  Provincial  Congress  of  this  province,  now  setting,  con- 
r  upwards  of  one  hundred  members.  The  city  committee  and  sub- 
tees  in  the  country  places  are  likewise  kept  up ;  that  the  new  plan  of 
Dent  may  be  complete  for  the  carrying  into  execution  the  determination 
Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses." 

names  of  those  who  organized  themselves  into  a  legislative  body 
\  critical  juncture  reveal  much  more  of  the  real  republican  spirit 
pervaded  New  York,  than  shining  narrations  of  riotous  outbreaks 
ifted  pens.^  Many  of  them  are  already  associated  in  the  reader's 
with  the  most  important  events  of  colonial  New  York.     Others 

abm  of  the  First  Provincial  Congress  which  met  in  New  York  City,  May  23,  1775. 

NT,  Geoi|;e  FolUot,  Zephauiah  Piatt, 

in  Bni^  Livingston,    Walter  Franklin,  Richard  l^Iontgomery, 


ker  McDoogall, 

For  CUy  Jk  County  of  N,  F. 

Ephraim  Paine, 

i  Lispenard, . 

Gilbert  Livingston, 

Halktt, 

Robert  Yates, 

Jonathan  Landon, 

n  Walton, 

Abraham  Yates, 

Gysbert  Schenck, 

aBnuer, 

Volkert  P.  Douw, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Mtevelt, 

Jacob  Cuyler,  * 

Nathaniel  Sackett, 

BLioicey, 

Peter  Silvester, 

For  Ducheaa  County. 

Dirck  Swart, 

YcrpUnck, 

Walter  Livingston, 

Colonel  Johannes  Hardenbuigh, 

ITatea, 

Roliert  Van  Rensselaer, 

Colonel  James  Clinton, 

^laikaon, 

Henry  Glen, 

Christopher  Tappan, 

iSfldth, 

Abraham  Ten  Broeck, 

John  Nicholson, 

inKisnm, 

Francis  Nicoll, 

Jat'ob  Hoombeck, 

AiB  Scott, 

For  City  d'  Cou ntyofAlhtiny. 

For  Chter  County. 

nCortlandt, 

1  Van  Zandt, 

Dirck  Brinirkerhoff, 

John  Coe, 

[intoii. 

Anthony  Hoffman, 

David  Pye, 
Fnr  Orangf  County. 
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were  borne  by  influential  private  citizens  and  wealthy  business  men,  who, 
although  indisposed  to  hasten  acts  of  violence,  coolly  imperiled  their  all 
by  such  unusual  proceedings.  Benjamin  Kissam,  for  instance,  was  an 
educated  and  able  lawyer,  in  whose  oflBce  John  Jay  and  Lindley  Murray 
had  been  law-students  together.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  and 
one  who  commanded  universal  respect.  His  wife  was  Catharine  Kutgen 
He  and  his  family  were  on  terms  of  special  social  intimacy  with  William 
Livingston ;  and  he  was  one  of  the  famous  coterie  of  lawyers — the  "  Moot"^ 
— which  met  to  discuss  legal  questions  only,  of  which  Livingston  was  pres- 
ident, and  such  men  as  James  Duane,  Bobert  B.  Livingston,  Egbert  Ben- 
son, Whitehead  Hicks,  William  Wickham,  Gouvemeur  Morris,  John  Jay, 
William  Smith,  Bichard  Morris,  Samuel  Jones,  Stephen  De  Lancey,  John 
Morin  Scott,  and  John  Watts,  Jr.,  regular  attendants.  His  brother,  Daniel 
Kissam,  was  also  an  eminent  lawyer  and  a  judge  in  Queen's  County,  where 
he  married  Mary  Betts.  The  Kissams  were  of  purely  English  origin,  the 
first  of  the  name  having  early  settled  in  Flushing,*  and  in  the  various 
generations  since  have  perhaps  contributed  more  valuable  men  to  the  legal 
and  medical  professions  than  any  other  of  the  old  New  York  families. 

Michael  Jackson,  Selah  Strong,  William  Paulding, 
Benjamin  Tusteen,                        For  Suffolk  County.  For  Waichealer  Counly. 

Peter  Clowes, 

William  Allison,  Gouverneur  Morris,  Henry  Williams, 

For  Ooshen  County.  Lewis  Graham,  Jeremiah  Remsen, 

James  Van  Cortlandt,  For  Brooklyn,  Kin^s  Cotaiif 

Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull,    Stephen  Ward, 

John  Sloss  Ho'Eart,  Joseph  Drake,  Paul  Michean, 

Thomas  Tredwell,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  John  Journey, 

John  Foster,  James  Holmes,  Aaron  Cortelyou, 

Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  David  Dayton,  Richard  Conner, 

Thomas  Wickham,  John  Thomas,  Jr.,  Richard  Lawrence, 

James  Havens,  Robert  Graham,  For  Richmond  County. 

J  See  Vol.  I.,  644  (note).  The  discussions  were  conducted  with  great  gravity  ;  and  it  is 
traditionary  that  the  conclusions  reached  were  considered  as  settling  the  law  on  those  pointi» 
thus  giving  to  the  "  Moot"  the  character  of  a  court  of  the  last  resort. 

2  John  Kissam,  the  common  ancestor  of  the  family  in  America,  married  Susannah  Thofiie, 
and  settled  in  Flushing,  Long  Island.  Daniel,  his  son,  married  Elizabeth  Combs ;  theb 
children  were,  Daniel,  Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  and  Martha.  Daniel  (2d)  married  Adb 
Mott,  and  Joseph  (1st)  married  Deborah  Whitehead  ;  the  children  of  the  latter  were,  Dtnid 
Whitehead  (who  married  Ann  Duryea),  Joseph  (2d),  Benjamin  (the  lawyer  referred  to  aboreX 
Daniel  and  SamueL  Benjamin  Kissam  and  Catharine  Rutgers  had  five  sons  (two  of  whom, 
Benjamin  and  Richard  S.,  were  educated  at  Edinburgh,  and  became  distinguished  phyaiciiBi 
in  New  York,  Dr.  Benjamin  being  "  Professor  of  the  Institute  of  Medicine  "  in  Columbia  Col- 
lege from  1785  to  1792,  a  tnistee  of  the  college,  vestryman  of  Trinity  Churcls  etc),  ind  «•• 
daughter,  Helena,  who  married  Philip  Hoffman,  and  was  the  great-grandmother  of  ex-G«f* 
emor  John  T.  Hoffman.  Samuel  Kissam,  a  brother  of  Benjamin  and  Daniel,  received  tfci 
first  degree  of  M.  D.  conferred  in  this  country  by  King's  College  (in  1769),  and  became  a  cek- 
brated  physician  in  the  West  Indies. 
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>biia   Van   Zandt   represented    an    opulent   fuuiily   of   as    purely 

idoiigin, 

tncestore 


Portrait  at  Wynant  Van  Zandt. 

DL  Tbfl  fitat  of  the  name  settled  in  New  York  about  1082.'  His 
'ynant,  educated  in  Europe,  married  a  Dutch  liuly ;  tlieiv  home  in 
im  Street  for  a  decade  was  one  of  refinement  and  luxur)-,  many 
of  which  io  old  and  elaborately  wrought  silver,  a  can'eil  chair  of 
etc,  are  etill  preserved,  as  well  as  the  portmits  from  which  the 
■ketchei  ere  copied.  Tliey  bad  six  sons,  of  whom  Juoobus,'  the 
wecqiiad  the  old  homestead  in  1775.  Fired  with  the  true  Dutch 
IB  ^lidi  he  had  been  bred,  be  was  quickly  ranked  anion;;  those  who 
id  ftr  raietuice,  uid  was  a  most  useful  member  of  this  Congress. 
■Mi T«  Zndt  Buried  MargKreU  Van  dcr  V'o«l  in  IflSl,  and  emigrated  from  the 
MiUm,  HoDnd,  to  Vtw  York,  in  1932.  Wa  son,  Wrnant  (of  the  aketch),  wan 
'V«TMktBM8S,ailddiedinl7S3.  W^ynant'*  son  Wynuit  was  l>oni  in  1730,  and 
1114.  ABdWirB«Bt,H>nof  W}mant(2(l).it'aalnni  in  17«;,  anildinl  in  1S31.  Thufl 
Mi  «M  WjriMBt  Tu  2andb  in  Old  Xfw  Yurie,  all  nitn  of  wraith  nnd  worth  in 
mmUm.  Abo  Wjnant,  grandson  of  Wynant  (3<l),  and  hU  win  Wynmit  of  tu-day. 
■  of  VTiiant  Tan  Zandt  ond  hja  beautiful  wifi-  ([•ainlnl  holdlDg  a 

n  on  nliibitioD  at  FmU'ii  Muwum  at  the  tJmi-  of  the  grrat  fin. 

■iB  IB  the  umy  nnder  Wanhington  at  Valley  Korgp  uud  Trenton,  uid 
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David  Clarksoii,  second  son  of  Hon.  David  Clarksou,  so  long  active  in 

Xew  York  citv 


teiitatiim.     Ho,  liku  liis  tiLthur  lii'tbn-  tiim,  li 


abtthI  honorably  hi*  country  tltrouKlioiit  tlie 
RntolDtioD.  Hi*  wife  tnil  beautifkil  ilaiiKliter, 
(^tbuiM  (bom  in  17C0),  Aed  to  MurriKtown, 
New  ittmj,  diuing  th«  ocon[)ation  <if  Xew 
Ywil  ty  ftB  a^mt-  It  iru  thiH  MiM  Van 
!•  Imllng  hclli's  Dt  llie 
IT  ftnrt  Preiiilrnl.  Had 
nrrfr.!.  b  tTKS.  .UiiiM  Ilinivr  Mxtw^ll.  ion 
nf  UiR  Araodn  <jr  tbp  fint  banking  tstnlilijih- 
it  (b  ICiiv  Ynrlc  In  ITfiC,  Uuii  Philiiipf, 
•IUl»  In  >■*■*  Yofk,  WM  .■iiti-ili.iH..l  In  Wy- 
MDI  V«D  llM^lt  '.Hd),  uikI  iiJ'I<'I    I'I'  kIhk'  la 

FnuwE  wioti!  la  »nl(^iB|ili  Irtf.'i  i>(  il i.-  for 

ili-lii^tJlUr  dniwuhiin.  :.-i].liii>.-  •\  'li'-.dne 

.  .  .:,.v,    of 


pridi-,  iuiii  lil- 

i-ralwitlunili"^ 

\avu  edui-itttnl  in  Yjxp>\'' 
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id  seen  much  of  the  world.  He  married,  iu  1749,  Elizabeth  French,  the 
iter  of  Mra,  'WiUiam  Livingston  and  Mrs.  David  ^'iin  Home.  Shortly 
terward  he  built  upon  the  Clarkson  property,  corner  of  Whitehall  and 
e>ri  streets,  an  elegant  mansion,  which  was  considered  at  the  time  an 
oraament "  to  the  metropolis,  but  which  was  swept  away  by  the  great 
le  of  1776.  It  was  sumptuously  furnished,  some  of  the  European  impor- 
lUcins  consisting  of  beautiful  curtains,  and  stuffed  sofas  and  eusy-chairs 
uude  in  London),  "mirrors  in  carved  gold  frames,"  works  of  art,  por- 
nite,  ancient  relics,  fine  tuble-service  in  costly  porct;Iaiii,  uut  ^liiss,  and 
ilver  plate,  and  a  library  embracing  tlie  popular  imvek  and  standard 
nriu  of  the  day.'     The  household  servants,  as  in  many  other  of  the  New 

itmd  Eliubeth,  danghUr  of  Sir  Henry  Holenft,  Knight,  H.  P.,  etc.,  and  l^ttiiH-,  daughter 
r  rnudi,  I^nl  Aungier,  who  wu  of  the  aajne  biuily  u  tli«  lovereigni  or  KiiglmuL  Their 
■,  lbtthe«  CUrluon,  »m»  appointed  Socratary  of  the  Province  of  Kuw  York  under  Williun 
>il  Huy,  and  in  16B3,  January  IS,  married  Csthuine,  daughwr  of  Hon.  Gooix^n  livrritar 
'«8i4ikk  of  Altany.  (7oL  I.  370.  Tht  Clarlamu  of  Xeie  Yorl:,  Vol.  1.  126.)  The 
'«  Sekucka  were  one  of  tba  Important  Dutch  families  of  New  York.  Due  of  Mrs.  Clark- 
■'•riAn,  OcrTitj'e,  bom  1SS8,  married  Andriei  Drayrr,  Reor-AdTuiral  iu  ihe  Danish  nary. 
Id  tkir  daughter,  Anna  Dointbeu,  married  the  Ber.  Thoin^  Barulay,  and  thry  were  the 
Mfbaof  the  Banclaya  of  New  York.  Auothirririati-r,  Engeltje,  l»ni  in  1S50,  inamed  the 
*B^  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler,  firat  Mayor  of  Albany.  Anollirr  sinter,  ftlHixrctB,  Iwm  in 
Ml,  ■arrittl  in  1705  the  Ber.  Bemardiu  Freetnan,  whow  only  rhild  broanie  thr  wifr  of 
f  noMn,  the  Hon.  David  Llarkaon.  And  still  another  sister,  Anna  Marin,  luurrinl  John 
nCortlandt,  aon  of  the  Hon.  Utephoniu  Van  Cortliuidt,  and  their  dunghter  Certnide  mar- 
4  PUlip  Vrnilalick. 

lamtaiy  lUnhew  CUrkiun's  children  were  :  1,  Elizalieth,  died  in  in(ani;y  ;  2.  Davik,  bam 
IIH  nuTied  Am  Hatgaret  Freeman  in  1724,  and  died  April  7,  1751  ;  3.  I^vinns  N'rn 
N;  died  in  Holland,  unmarried,  October  6,  1769  ;  4,  Matthew,  1«m  1699,  niarrie.1  in  1 713 
&nalia  De  Pryater,  daoghter  of  Johannes  I>e  Peyster  ;  atmiligtlK-ir  drarvndanta  bnvr  tievii 
■jiWDcnt  paaoDage^  as,  for  instance,  Matthi-w  Clarkson,  Mayor  of  l'hiladrl]>hia  and 
■WcT  CooipMB  ;  Oeiardna  ClarksuTi,  a  promitieut  physician  ;  Kev.  Dr.  Hnwstd  Crosby, 
irikr  of  tba  DBirarsity  of  New  York  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Har|>er  CUrksori  of  Hie  Epi»- 
*lf  Vabmb;  and  Anna,  whodinl  in  Holland  unmarried.  In  1718  the  ihr^  brothrri 
>l^«4.  Uariil.  LpTiuua,  and  Matthew,  nere  rstablinheil  as  mfrclianU  in  Idndiiii,  Anisler- 
k  nd  Snr  York  nipectireiy.  David  in  the  cnurw  of  aix  y<-nr>i  returned,  married  oh 
(^aal««UH)la  VwYork.  He  was  in  five  suciissive  Assemblies  (lT39'175t),  and  was 
4lht  HPd  t'ntu'ioiin  Id  hit  eonilantly  expn-sseil  opinion  that  the  colonists  were  entitled 
A'dA  |firilcg»  ■>r  Kii^iahmen,  and  was  in  every  instance  on  the  side  of  mistance  when 
b^P**'  t)<*  {■^I'iv  came  in  queation.  His  uhildren  were  ;  1,  Freeman,  died  in  1770. 
i^AJt;  X  Datti).  t.n  iria,  xan^aA  EliiaWlh  Fren.h,  die<l  178^  ;  S,  Matthew,  die.1 
■tt^StonMflirU.  r|j.tl  jmnf;;  6,  Matthew,  honi  173S,  niarrie.!  Elizabeth  De  Peynter, 
(fctv  •(  Tnunnrr  Ahtahara  De  Pe^-Iltc^,  in  1753,  <lie<l  in  177:! ;  (I.  l^-viiuis,  bom  1737, 
;«■« ;  7.  Uvinm.  bare  1740,  married  Mary  Van  Hc^nie,  died  M-i%. 
U^twi  lh^j..n-U'lrttmor  Mr.  Clarkson  to  a  rri.-nd  ill  EngUiid  in  1767,  he  requests 
j^Ommt^m  wtt  to  baj  fat  Hn.  Clarkwn  "  twenty-four  yards  of  liest  bright  blue  satin, 
k  of  crimnun  aatin  for  her  own  use  "  ;  also,  "  ii  liumlw^nie  silver 
\,  U^t  and  thin,  with  the  creet,  a  gritlin's  bend,  u|kiu  it "  ;  .1  rarfx't 
iiIniB  with  a  green  ground.     David  ClarkMin  jiud  hiH  wife,  Elizubetli 
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York  families  of  the  time,  were  chiefly  negro  slavea  The  sum 
dence  of  the  family  was  at  Flatbush,  Long  Island  David  Clarl 
one  of  those  who  advanced  money  to  the  state  and  city  for  revol 
purposes,  and  his  two  sons,  David  and  Matthew  (the  former  tw< 
and  the  latter  nineteen),  were  among  the  foremost  to  offer  theii 
fighting  the  battles  of  the  country ;  Matthew  was  early  appointed 
de-camp  to  General  Arnold. 

A  more  peculiar  condition  of  human  affairs  was  never  chronic 
at  this  juncture.  In  defiance  of  kingly  authority  a  Continental 
was  in  session  which  recognized  the  existing  royal  government 
York,  tolerated  its  governor,  and  all  naval  and  military  oflBcers, 
tors,  and  Indian  agents,  and  instructed  the  city  and  co 
to  Oppose  the  landing  of  troops,  but  to  prevent  the  ere 
fortifications  for  their  benefit ;  and  under  any  circumstances  to  ac 
on  the  defensive.  It  also  recommended  the  provision  of  warlil 
and  a  safe  retreat  for  the  women  and  children ;  in  accordance  wit 
latter  clause,  though  in  direct  conflict  with  preceding  directioi 
Lamb  —  afterwards  general  —  obtained  a  vessel  from  Connecti 
with  a  resolute  band  of  men  passed  up  in  the  night  to  Turtle  1 
prising  the  guard  and  capturing  a  quantity  of  the  king's  milita 
there  deposited,  a  portion  of  which  were  at  once  forwarded  to  t 
at  Cambridge,  an  exploit  of  signal  service  to  the  country. 

The  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York  came  together  after  th 
had  been  laid  down  for  their  province,  and  voted  obedieni 

May  22. 

Continental  Congress  so  far  as  the  general  regulation  of  1 
ciated  colonies  were  concerned,  but  declared  themselves  comp 
"  freely  deliberate  and  determine  all  matters  relative  to  the  intern 
of  New  York."  They  made  no  effort  to  interfere  with  the  royal 
while  their  own  edicts  were  executed  to  the  letter.  The  Asia,  \ 
war  vessel,  was  allowed  to  obtain  provisions  from  the  city;  bi 
course  between  the  ship  and  shore  was  restrained.  When  a  lit 
one  of  the  Asia's  boats  was  destroyed  by  some  rash  ana  irritated 
it  was  restored  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 

"  Why  such  scrupulous  timidity  ?    Why  suffer  the  king's  J 
\  themselves  of  the  most  important  post  in  America  i 
Burke  in  passionate  indignation. 

%  children,  as  follows  :   1,  David,  born  1750,  died  in  infancy ; 
I  Jane  Mettick,  was  an  officer  in  the  Revolution,  died  1825  ;  S,  F 
•cy;  4,  Freeman,  bom  1756,  married  Henrietta  Clarkson,  < 
1768,  served  in  army  through  the  war,  married  Ist,  Mary  Rath 
16  ;  6,  Ann  Margaret,  bom  1761,  married jGarrit  Van  Hon 
Strertfteld,  bom  1763,  married  Elizabeth*  Van  Home  in 
1765,  married  Ann  Mary  Van  Home,  died  1845. 
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''Because  there  is  no  efiTective  military  organization,  no  artillery,  no 
mmunition,  no  means  of  protection  for  New  York,"  was  the  reply  of  one 
rho  saw  the  madness  of  hastening  hostilities  before  the  semblance  of 
)ieparation  had  been  effected. 

The  formation  of  the  American  Eepublic  must  ever  be  a  theme  of 

wonder,  and  constitute  one  of  the  most  novel  chapters  in  the  history  of 

mankind.     The  hazard  of  attempting  self-government,  of  which  internal 

anarchy  is  quite  as  much  to  be  apprehended  as  the  fate  of  those  con- 

oerned  in  case  of  failure,  is  clear  to  every  intelligent  mind.     But  it  will 

be  observed  that  wherever  the  power  of  Great  Britain  was  disavowed  in 

the  colonies  it  passed  naturally  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  in  the 

methods  of  election,  whether  of  committees  or  congresses,  there  was  judi- 

ciooB,  uniform,  and  systematic  management.    The  leaders  were  so  cautious 

that  the  power  should  actually  and  visibly  come  &om  the  people,  that 

there  was  no  instance  of  a  member  of  any  elective  body  on  the  continent 

taking  his  seat  without  exhibiting  a  well-authenticated  certificate  that  he 

ma  duly  chosen.     In  New  York  City  the  certificate  was  signed  by  the 

vestrymen  of  the  wards ;  in  some  parts  of  the  State,  by  the  chairman  of 

committees,  moderators  and  clerks  of  town-meetings,  or  by  judges  and 

justices.    Thus  confidence  was  established  and  union  cemented,     lu  no 

odony  was  there  more  perfect  harmony  between  the  elected  and  the 

electMB  than  in  New  York ;  and  the  wisdom  of  moderation  was  nowhere 

,  die  more  pronounced  and  praiseworthy. 

The  New  York  Congress  was  opened  and  closed  with  prayer  each  day 
rf  the  session,  the  clergymen  of  the  Episcopal  Church  officiating  as  well 
ai  thoae  of  the  Presbyterian,  Dutch  Keformed,  and  other  denominations.^ 
He  first  act  was  to  decide  upon  rules  of  procedure ;  then  arose  the  ques- 
m  of  the  emission  of  paper  currency,  which  it  was  argued  would  create 
t  eommon  interest  among  the  associated  Colonies  in  the  property  of  the 
CMdating  medium,  and  a  common  responsibility  for  its  final  redemption ; 
•id  the  report  forwarded  to  the  Continental  Congress  contained  the  main 
■■toea  of  the  plan  finally  adopted  by  the  nation.  Other  subjects 
flwded  rapidly  upon  notice.  There  were  threatened  troubles  witli  the 
Wiwia,  and  it  was  understood  that  Colonel  Guy  Johnson  was  acting  in 
•Widance  with  orders  from  England,  and  actually  engaged  in  the  work 

'  (k  Kay  aa,  Rev.  Dr.  Anchrauty  of  Trinity  officiated  ;  May  27,  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers  of  the 
Ctedk ;  May  80,  Rev.  Mr.  Gano  of  the  Baptist  Church  ;  May  81,  Rev.  Charles  In- 
#*^  Ai*itMit  Rector  of  Trinity ;  June  1,  Rev.  Dr.  Laidlie  of  the  Middle  Dutch  Church  ; 
^■^Btf.Dr.  John  Mason  of  the  Cedar  Street  (Scotch  Presbyterian)  Church  ;  June  6,  Rev. 
«  Mb  Henry  Livinggton  of  the  North  Dutch  Church  ;  and  so  on,  alternating  as  conven- 
iMilklilid  thnof^  the  entire  sunuuer  of  1775. 
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of  trying  to  influence  the  Six  Nations  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  the 
"king's  rebellious  subjects  in  America."  Affairs  at  Ticonderoga  de- 
manded attention,  but  as  no  troops  had  yet  been  raised  in  New  York, 
Connecticut  was  requested  to  send  forces  to  hold  the  post,  and  responded 
promptly.  The  Continental  Congress  was  inclined  to  abandon  the  conquest, 
being  yet  so  unprepared  for  war,  and  rejected  a  proposition  from  Ethan 
Allen  and  Benedict  Arnold  to  invade  Canada.  But  New  York  was  alive 
to  the  importance  of  holding  the  fortress,  and  took  the  matter  in  charge. 
Such  means  of  defense  as  time  and  circumstances  would  allow  were 
devised ;  a  bounty  of  five  pounds  was  offered  for  every  hundred  pounds 
of  powder  manufactured  in  the  colony,  and  twenty  pounds  for  even' 
hundred  muskets,  over  and  above  the  regular  market  price.  Eesolutious 
were  passed  for  fortifying  the  Highlands  and  the  positions  about  Kii^ 
bridge;  new  regulations  for  the  militia  were  instituted,  and  Genewl 
Wooster,  who  was  in  command  of  the  Connecticut  forces  at  Greenwich, 
was  requested  to  take  up  his  quarter  at  Harlem,  as  a  security  against  a 
possible  invasion.  This  he  did,  remaining  there  several  weeks.  Philip 
Schuyler  ilnd  Richard  Montgomery  were  unanimously  nominated,  the  fiist 
as  a  Major-General  and  the  second  as  a  Brigadier  in  the  army  of  the  con- 
tinent, and  shortly  confirmed  by  the  Continental  Congress.  At  the  same 
time  every  attempt  upon  the  part  of  the  impatient  to  provoke  hostilities 
was  sternly  discountenanced. 

On  the  morning  of  May  25,  the  great  British  generals,  Howe,  Clinton,  and. 
Burgoyne,  reached  Boston  with  reinforcements,  and  were  obliged 
to  land  upon  a  narrow  peninsula  with  no  available  outlet  save  by 
the  sea.  The  nearer  and  more  imminent  the  danger,  the  more  the  Xew 
England  heroes  displayed  their  courage ;  they  stripped  every  island  be- 
tween Chelsea  and  Point  Alderton  of  sheep,  cows,  and  horses,  and  burned 
the  lighthouse  at  the  entrance  to  Boston  Harbor.  They  were  confident 
that  if  gunpowder  could  be  obtained  they  could  effectually  drive  the 
British  from  any  foothold  on  their  coasts. 

An  order  came  for  the  few  British  troops  in  the  barracks  at  Chamber 
Street  in  New  York  to  join  the  anny  in  Boston.  They  accordingly  marched 
towards  the  point  of  embarkation  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of 
June.  A  whisper  ran  through  the  city  that  the  committee  had  noi 
given  them  permission  to  take  their  arms  with  them.  Marinus  Willeti 
accidentally  came  in  front  of  the  party  on  the  corner  of  Beaver  Street  iu 
Broad,  and  without  any  preconcerted  plan  caught  the  horse  of  the  fore- 
most cart  of  arms  by  the  bridle,  which  brought  the  whole  pnx^ession  to 
a  standstill ;  while  he  was  having  shaq)  words  with  the  commander « 
crowd  collected.     Gouverneur  Morris  reached  the  scene  and  declared  ^'iti 
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was  dazed  when  he  read  the  resolutions  of  those  whom  he  had  hitherto 
supposed  he  might  command  in  an  emergency ;  he  said,  "  They  most 
traitorously  declare  the  entire  dissolution  of  the  laws  and  Constitution, 
and  set  up  a  system  of  rule  and  regulation  sub^'Brsive  of  his  Majesty's 
government."     The  settlement  of  the  Colonies  had  been  but  the  removal 
of  ripening  European  minds  in  European  bodies  to  another  country,    is 
good  came  here  as  were  left  behind,  and  the  heads  of  these  Colonies  had 
ever  since  been  in  intercourse  with  the  best  talent  and  wisdom  of  EuiopeL 
Fast-sailing  packets  brought  to  our  shores  Parliamentary  discussions,  wliich 
were  scattered  broadcast  by  the  press,  and  repeated  from  mouth  to  mouth. 
The  lofty  sentiment  which  was  taking  shape  was  constantly  fed  and  fos- 
tered by  words  of  sympathy  and  encouragement  from  the  home  continent 
It  was  a  period  of  greater  significance  than  mere  development;  it  was 
that  of  interpretation.     Nowhere  was  the  conduct  of  Gage  more  severely 
criticised  than  in  England.     Lord  Efl&ngham  retired  from  military  service 
as  soon  as  be  learned  bis  regiment  was  destined  for  America.    Many  other 
gallant  officers  did  likewise.     The  king's  own  brother,  the  amiable  Dub 
of  Gloucester,  through  genuine  admiration  for  the  men  of  Lexington  and 
Concord,  expressed  himself  so  forcibly  in  his  descriptions  of  the  uynss^ 
of  New  England,  at  a  banquet  of  Louis  XVL  given  in  his  honor  while  in 
France,  that  he  won  a  champion  for  American  Independence  in  the  youth- 
ful Lafayette,  who  was  present. 

All  eyes   were   turned  expectantly  upon  the  movements  at  Boston. 
On  the  12th,  General  Gaffe  established  martial  law  in  Massachii- 

June  12.  , 

setts,  and  sent  vessels  to  Sandy  Hook  to  turn  the  transports  w 
Boston,  which  were  bound  to  New  York  with  four  regiments  of  soldiea 
About  the  same  time  Thomas  Wickham,  the  member  of  the  New  Yo4 
Congress  from  Easthampton,  and  one  of  the  trustees  in  chaige  of  Gar- 
diner's Island  for  the  children  of  the  late  David  Gardiner  (the  6th 
Lord)  reported  that  the  British  had  taken  off  all  the  stock  from  thi« 
defenseless  point,  and  desired  to  know  whether  pay  should  be  taken  f« 
the  same.^ 

*  Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress  ;  New  York  ffislarieai  Society.    The  manor  oC  G**" 
Bar's  Itlaod  wu  the  first  English  settlement  within  the  present  limits  of  the  SUte  of  ^^ 
;  its  foonder,  Lion  Gardiner,  having  purchased  it  of  Wjandancb,  the  great  Mchi** 
Uuid  in  1SS9,  and  taken  up  his  residence  there  daring  the  same  ye^.    He**** 
^yHlahman,  whose  family  has  been  traced  to  the  Qaidiner  who  was  amatdd  *f 
Um  Ancfent  Barony  of  Fitz  Walter ;  and  from  an  engineer  in  the  fa^  ""^ 
"llMter  of  Works  of  Fortifications**  in  the  camp  of  Frederick  B(«^ 
He  came  to  America  in  the  employ  of  a  company  of  Englisb  nol***' 
)  aontli  of  the  Connecticut  Riyer  (a  project  afterwards  abandoiH^^  ^ 
^trarik  Fort  through  the  perils  of  the  great  Peqnot  War  with  ligBiJ ''"^ 
-It  fot  in  Boston.    He  married  Maiy  WiUemaen,  a  HoIIsimI  l«<r-   ^ 
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/Oi^inental  Congress  having  at  last  created  a  continental  army, 
Washington  its  commander-in-chief.  On  the  f^^^^^^^  t,^^,  j^ 
accepted  the  position,  refusing  all  compensation  beyond 
uises;  and  Mdth  the  full  knowledge  that  he  was  appointed  by 
lest  of  all  possible  governments,  prepared  for  his  departure  for 
of  war.  Four  major-generals  and  eight  brigadiers  where  like- 
pointed.  At  the  same  moment  events  were  transpiring  in  Boston 
rere  to  electrify  all  Christendom.  Spies,  swimming  under  the 
^8  of  the  British  war-vessels  unseen,  communicated  to  the  army  of 
I  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  extend  their  lines  over  Charlestown. 
stion  was  quickly  debated  of  fortifying  the  Heights  of  Charles- 
anker  Hill).  But  if  such  step  were  taken  the  post  must  be  held 
a  constant  cannonade,  and  probably  a  direct  assault,  and  where 
powder  to  be  obtained  ?  Greneral  Ward  knew  that  he  was  hardly 
der-in-chief,  although  in  chief  command,  for  in  reality  there  was 
England  army ;  Massachusetts  had  an  army,  New  Hampshire  had 
,  Connecticut  had  an  army,  and  Rhode  Island  had  an  army,  but 
18  no  association  formed  and  no  common  authority.  They  had 
er  one  common  impulse  and  purpose,  that  was  alL  The  moment, 
;  was  a  critical  one,  and  demanded  decisive  action.  Joseph  War- 
lident  of  the  Massachusetts  Congress,  and  chairman  of  the  Com- 
f  Safety,  was  in  favor  of  taking  the  risks  for  the  possible  issue. 
8  accorded  with  his  judgment,  and  Ward  executed  the  instructions 
nperiors.  The  next  day  (the  16th)  William  Prescott  was  chosen 
I  detachment  to  intrench  Bunker  Hill,  and  a  thousand  men  were 
inder  his  Command.     It  was  one  of  the  most  daring  enterprises  of 

^  Di^fid,  wms  the  first  white  child  bom  in  Connecticut     His  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
nt  child  of  English  parentage  bom  in  New  York. 

UMT  was  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  David,  the 
I  in  the  autumn  of  1774  ;  and  as  his  two  children,  John  Lyon  and  David,  were 
B^  the  estate  was  in  charge  of  three  trustees.  Colonel  Abraham  Gardiner,  of  East- 
Thomas  Wickham,  and  David  Mulford  whose  wife  was  Colonel  Gardiner's  daugh- 
■■•  one  of  the  most  exposed  portions  of  the  Province  ;  as  was  also  the  thriving 
oC  Kstthimpton,  of  which  the  inhabitants  had  been  among  the  earliest  to  come  for- 
ho^md  sign  an  association  ''  never  to  become  slaves."  They  petitioned  for  trooiM 
rt  to  the  number  they  were  raising  among  themselves  to  enable  them  to  withhold 
^  tho  enemy,  who,  it  was  predicted,  would  swoop  down  upon  them  for  provisions  ; 
'  ma  deliberation.  General  Wooster  was  sent  from  Harlem  with  a  detachment  for 
<ta  of  this  eastern  region.  But  before  operations  were  perfected,  —  on  August  8, 
oCtUiteen  soil  anchored  in  Gardiner's  Bay,  and  not  being  able  to  effect  the  purchase 
■id  other  supplies  from  Colonel  Gardiner,  plundered  the  island  of  nearly  twelve  hun- 
%  ipwaids  of  sixty  head  of  cattle,  and  hogs,  fowls,  cheese,  and  hay,  to  the  value  of 
'  ^HMuid  dollars.     Henceforward  Gardiner's  Island  was  a  foraging  field  for  the 
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modem  warfare.    The  work  must  be  done  in  the  night,  and  in  such  near 
proximity  to  the  enemy  that  ordinary  conversation  might  be  heard.    The 
men  with  their  wagons  and  tools  were  in  readiness  as  the  shades  of  even- 
ing settled  upon  Cambridge.     They  were  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  par- 
sonage, General  Ward's  headquarters,  not  knowing  whither  they  were 
bound,  and  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Reverend  President  of  Harvaid 
College,  Dr.  Langdon.    Prescott,  with  two  sergeants  carrying  dark  lanterns 
open  in  the  rear,  gave  the  order  of  march  at  nine  o'clock,  himself  leading 
the  way.    With  hushed  voices  and  silent  tread  they  passed  the  narrow 
isthmus.    Then  they  halted,  and  Prescott  conferred  with  Colonel  Richaid 
Gridley,  a  competent  engineer,  and  other  oflScers,  in  relation  to  the  exact 
spot  suitable  for  their  earthworks.     The  order  designated  "  Bunker  HiD," 
the  highest  of  the  two  eminences  which  constituted  what  was  then 
known  as  Charlestown  Heights.     But  with  scanty  military  appUances  it 
was  quite  apparent  that  both  hills  could  not  be  fortified  in  one  nighty 
and  that  the  lower,  or  ''  Breed's  Hill"  (as  it  was  afterwards  called),  was  a 
superior  position.     Bunker  Hill  would  have  been  altogether  untenable 
except  in  connection  with  Breed's  Hill.    The  British  would  certainly 
have  occupied  the  latter  summit  if  the  Americans  had  not,  and  thus 
have  become  masters  of  the  situation. 

The  Boston  bells  announced  the  midnight  hour  before  the  sod  was 
broken,  and  the  remnant  of  a  waning  moon  disappeared.  The  stais 
shone  with  mocking  brilliancy.  Morning  was  just  beyond  the  horizon, 
approaching  swiftly.  How  precious  each  second  of  time !  Every  man 
was  conscious  of  the  risks,  and  every  muscle  was  strained  to  the  utmost 
in  the  rapid  work  of  raising  the  protecting  shield  of  loose  earth.  A  guard 
was  stationed  at  the  water's  edge  to  note  any  movement  of  the  British. 
Five  or  more  armed  vessels  were  moored  so  close  that  it  seemed  almost 
impossible  but  that  the  sentries,  if  awake,  would  hear  something  of  the 
operations.  Twice  Prescott  ran  down  to  the  shore  to  satisfy  himself  thit 
they  had  discovered  nothing,  and  was  reassured  by  the  drowsy  cry  ftoDi 
the  decks,  "  All  is  well."  During  the  night  Greneral  Putnam  appeared  fa 
a  few  moments  among  the  Coimecticut  men  on  the  Hill,  but  his  hands 
were  full  elsewhere.  OflBcers  sprang  from  point  to  pointy  putting  thtf 
own  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  men  worked  as  men  can  only  woik  in 
the  presence  of  a  fearful  necessity.  Thus  minutes  yielded  the  frnitscf 
ordinary  houra 

The  sun  rose  upon  a  scene  which  foretold  serious  eventa    A  redooM 
had  sprung  into  existence  while  Boston  was  sleeping,  the  earthwoA  of 
which  was  already  between  six  and  seven  feet  high.    Cannon  from  tbs 
^neek  greeted  it  with  a  hot  fire  without  any  seeming  effect    The 
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lerals  repaired  to  Copp's  Hill,  twelve  hundred  yards  from  it,  to  study 
strength  and  character.  Hurrying  its  completion,  Prescott's  one  thou- 
id  looked  like  a  hive  of  bees.  Untiring,  with  perspiration  streaming 
m  every  pore,  without  food  or  water,^  the  intense  heat  of  the  coming 
f  bearing  down  upon  them  with  fatal  force,  they  labored  with  an  intre- 
lity  which  delayed  the  measures  of  the  enemy  through  sheer  amazement. 
»oott  was  full  of  bounding  energy,  and  his  words  fell  like  fire-balls  of 
piiation  about  him.  He  was  in  his  fiftieth  year,  tall,  of  fine,  command- 
\  presence,  with  frank,  open,  handsome  face,  blue  eyes  and  brown  hair; 
was  bald  on  the  top  of  his  head,  and  later  in  life  wore  a  wig.  He  was 
a  simple  and  appropriate  military  costume,  —  wearing  a  three-cornered 
t,  a  blue  coat  with  a  single  row  of  buttons,  lapped  and  faced,  and  a 
tU-proven  sword.*  Expecting  warm  service,  he  had  with  him  a  linen 
It  or  banyan  which  he  wore  in  the  engagement.  As  he  mounted  the 
ffks  ¥nth  his  hat  in  his  hand,  and  walked  leisurely  backwards  and 
rwHffds  giving  directions,  lus  magnificent  figure  attracted  the  attention 
Gage  on  Copp's  Hill,  who  asked  of  Counselor  Willard,  at  his  side,  "Who 
that  officer  commanding  ? " 

Willard,  recognizing  his  own  brother-in-law,  named  Colonel  Prescott. 
"Will  he  fight ? "  asked  Gage. 

*  Yes,  indeed,^depend  upon  it,  to  the  last  drop  of  blood  in  him ;  though 
cumot  answer  for  his  men." 

Bat  Prescott  could  answer  for  his  men,  as  the  sequel  proved. 
The  story  of  this  battle  has  been  told  again  and  again.  Who  does  not 
low  with  what  admirable  coolness  and  self-possession,  such  as  would 
W  done  credit  to  the  greatest  hero  of  antiquity.  Colonel  Prescott  de- 
bntely  gave  orders  and  compelled  their  obedience.  He  despatched 
featod  messengers  for  reinforcements  and  provisions,  but  none  came. 
Hthoat  sleep,  without  breakfast,  without  dinner,  without  even  a  cup  of 
M,  water,  he  and  his  men  prepared  for  a  desperate  encounter  with  a 
Hlfy  superior  force.  General  Ward,  at  Cambridge,  apprehending  that  the 
nia  attack  of  the  British  would  be  at  headquarters,  dared  not  impair  his 
iRQgth  by  sending  more  men  to  Bunker  HilL  £ven  when  he  was  told 
f  Bnwks  —  afterwards  governor  of  Massachusetts,  one  of  Prescott's  mes- 
igos,  who,  denied  a  horse  because  the  roads  were  raked  by  the  cannon 
^the  gunboats,  had  made  the  long  detour  to  headquarters  on  foot —  that 

*  T^  iMunds  of  wftter  were  knocked  in  pieces  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  vessels.  JacoU 
lAg  Iki  gnudlather  of  the  iiuthor,  witnessed  the  scene,  to  whom  he  often  described  it  while 
ikU^wwachUd. 

'  Mi  aeoooDt  differs  aomewhat  from  the  notions  obtafned  from  the  ideal  pictui'es,  where 
ii  reprewDtad  in  the  working  garb  of  a  farmer,  wearing  a  slouched  hat  and  carrying 
;  bat  tlie  sbore  deacriptioii  is  well  authenticated. 
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the  British  were  landing  at  Charlestown,  he  refused  to  change  his  plan. 
He  simply  ordered  the  New  Hampshire  regiments  of  Stark  and  Beeil, 
then  at  Medford,  to  march  to  Prescott's  support.  Some  two  hundred 
yards  in  the  rear  of  the  redoubt,  a  low  stone- wall  crowned  by  a  rail-fence 
extended  towards  the  Mystia  A  few  apple-trees  were  upon  either  side 
of  it  The  meadow,  just  mown  the  day  before,  was  rich  with  half-cured 
hay  in  piles.  Prescott  sent  the  brave  Knowlton  with  a  detachment  of 
Connecticut  troops  to  improvise  a  fortification  by  throwing  up  another 
rail-fence  along  the  route  of  this,  filling  the  few  feet  of  space  between 
tJbe  two  with  the  fresh-mown  hay.  The  work  was  done,  and  proved  of 
great  service.  But  it  was  only  about  seven  hundred  feet  long,  and  there 
was  an  opening  of  nearly  the  same  length  between  it  and  the  redoubt 
which  there  was  no  time  to  secure,  and  no  means  of  defending  save  be- 
hind a  few  scattered  trees. 

Thousands  of  persons  from  hill-top,  steeple,  and  roof,  abnost  disbeheving 
their  own  eyes,  regarded  every  movement  with  intensest  anxiety.  Ere 
the  clock  struck  nine  the  bustle  in  Boston  indicated  that  the  British  would 
pi"esently  attempt  to  dislodge  the  bold  patriots.  But  they  moved  with 
moderation ;  they  took  i-efreshments  by  the  way ;  they  halted  on  the 
grass  and  sent  back  for  reinforcements ;  and  finally,  about  half  jMWt  W 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  marched  up  the  hill  in  their  glittering  unifonns. 

Prescott  was  undismayed  by  the  thinned  ranks  of  his  fighting  corps, 
some  of  those  detiiiled  expressly  for  the  night  work  having  dejiarted. 
Wan*en  amved  just  before  the  action,  saying  he  came  as  a  voluuteer,  and 
asked  for  a  place  where  the  onset  would  be  most  furious.     It  was  absoluteljr 
necessary,  with  the  small  amount  of  powder  in  hand,  that  every  cbaip 
should  take  effect,  hence  the  men  were  ordered  to  withhold  their  fire  until 
they  could  see  the  whites  of  the  assaulters'  eyes.     Prescott  vowed  instani 
death  to  any  one  who  disobeyed  him  in  this  respect,  and  when  the  wow 
was  given  and  the  deadly  flashes  burst  forth,  the  enemy  fell  like  the  tall 
grass  before  the  practiced  sweep  of  the  mower.     General  Pigott,  who  com- 
manded the  British  left  wing,  was  obliged  to  give  the  order  for  reire*^ 
General  Howe,  meanwhile,  with  the  British  right  wing,  made  for  the  nS* 
fence  where  Putnam  had  posted  the  artillery,  and  threatened  to  cut  doWB 
any  of  his  men  who  risked  the  waste  of  a  musket   dischaige  witbt^ 
osdeiBi    The  word  was  given  when  the  enemy  were  within  eight  rodii 
a  lane  was  mown  through  the  advancing  column.     The  assaOii^ 
I  ecmfiiaioiL    Our  troops  and  our  cause  sufiTered  from  want  d 
imperfect  preparation ;  and  an  almost  insuperable  barriertP 
of  reinforcements  was  the  plowing  of  the  neck  of  land  V 
I  fiom  the  ships,  which  kept  a  doud  of  dust  dazkening 


WASHINGTON  IN  NEW  YORK.  45 

16  air.  At  this  crisis  fresh  troops  came  over  from  Boston,  and  the  enemy 
iUied  for  a  second  attack.  A«5ain  were  the  British  fairiy  and  completely 
riven  from  the  hilL  It  was  during  this  assault  that  Charlestown  was 
it  on  fire  by  order  of  Howe,  and  its  church  and  over  two  hundred  dwell- 
igs  were  falling  in  one  great  blaze.  The  few  remaining  rounds  of  powder 
•ere  distributed  by  Prescott  himself  to  the  less  than  two  hundred  men 
sft  in  the  redoubt,  and  there  were  not  fifty  bayonets  in  his  party.  The 
tritish  mside  the  third  desperate  assault,  and  hand  to  hand  and  face  to 
ice  were  exchanged  the  last  savage  hostilities  of  that  day.  It  was  only 
rhen  the  re^loubt  was  crow^ded  by  the  enemy  and  its  defenders  in  a  dense 
fromiscuous  throng,  and  fresh  assailants  were  on  every  side  i)ouring  into  it, 
hat  Prescott  conducted  an  orderly  but  still  resisting  retreiit.  The  chival- 
ous  Warren  was  among  the  last  to  leave  the  redoubt,  and  fell  a  few  rods 
torn  it  Putnam,  wuth  Knowlton  and  Stark,  made  a  vigorous  stand  at  the 
lil-fence,  which  was  of  the  utmost  service  to  tlie  retreating  party,  but 
rere  also  compelled  to  retire.  The  enemy  were  in  no  condition  to  pursue, 
ind  remained  apparently  content  with  the  little  patch  of  ground  whicli 
hMi  cost  them  so  many  lives.  Tliey  had  brought  their  last  forces  into 
tbe  field ;  more  than  a  thinl  of  those  engaged  lay  dead  or  bleeding,  and 
the  survivors  were  exhausted  by  the  courage  of  their  adversaries.  All 
tint  night  and  the  next  day  boats,  drays,  and  stretcliers  were  conveying 
the  wounded  and  dying  to  Boston.  Seventy  commissioned  officers  were 
iKNiiidefl  and  thirteen  slain.  Even  the  battle  of  Quelxic,  whicli  won  half 
teontinent,  did  not  cost  the  lives  of  as  many  officers.  Gage  estimated 
hiikM  at  one  thousand  fifty-four.  Of  the  Americans,  one  hundred  and 
fcity-five  were  killed.  This  battle  put  an  end  to  all  offensive  operations 
^ihepart  of  Gage. 

The  news  reached  Philadelphia  on  the  22d,  and  the  next  day  Washing- 
tai,  aooompanied  by  two  of  the  newly  appointed  major-generals, 
I«  lod  Schuyler,  and  a  volunteer  corps  of  light  horse,  started 
tv  the  seat  of  war.    As  the  brilliant  cavalcade  clattered  through-  the 
•wnitiy,  it  was  the  delight  and  wonder  of  every  town  and  village.     The 
*«w  Toric   Ckmgress  were  in  a  dilemma  when  a  message  came  that 
"Wirii^gton  would  arrive  in  the  city  on  the  25th,  and  anotlier  to 
^  tliit  OoTeraor  Tryon,  just  from  Europe,  was  on  a  ves.sel  in 
fc  hubor,  and  would  probably  land  about  the  same  time.     Tryon  was 
■IB  held  to  be  the  legal  governor  by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
■ttomih  the  only  allegiance  shown  him  by  the  New  York  Congress  was 
nspect^  and  a  vigilant  caution  that  his  person  should  not  be 
It  was  not  desirable   that   the   two   distingui.slied   officials 
moot»  and  it  was  incumbent  on  the  self-constitute<l  authorities  to 
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pay  militaiy  honors  to  both.  In  the  embarrassment  of  the  moment  thej 
ordered  one  company  of  militia  to  meet  Washington,  and  another  to  be 
ready  at  the  ferry  to  welcome  whichever  dignitary  should  first  arrive  "as 
well  as  circumstances  would  allow."  A  committee  consisting  of  John  SI068 
Hobart,  Melancton  Smith,  Kichard  Montgomery,  and  Grouvemeur  Morris 
met  Washington  in  Newark,  and  attended  him  to  New  York.  It  was  i 
lovely  afternoon,  bells  were  rung  joyfully,  militia  paraded  in  their  gayest 
trim,  and  the  handsome,  courtly  commander-in-chief,  in  a  uniform  of  blue, 
with  purple  sash,  and  long  plume  of  feathers  in  his  hat,  was  drawn  in  an 
oi)en  phaeton  by  a  pair  of  white  horses,  up  Broadway,  which  was  lined  bjr 
multitudes  to  the  very  house-tops.  A  letter  from  Gilbert  Livingston  to 
Dr.  Peter  Tappan  gives  an  account  of  the  affair  in  all  its  freshnesa 

New  York,  Jane  29, 177i 
'*  Dear  Brother,  —  You  will  see  by  the  warrants  who  are  nominated  offieen 
for  your  County,  it  is  very  likely  we  shall  raise  an  additional  number  of  tioopi 
besides  the  3,000  now  Eaised.  We  expect  all  dilligence  will  be  used  in 
Kccruiting,  that  the  Eegiments  may  be  formed  immediately.  Last  Satardtj 
about  two  o'clock  the  Generals  Washington  Lee  and  Schuyler  arrived  bm. 
they  crossed  the  North  River  at  Hoback^  and  landed  at  Coll  Lispeoardi' 
There  were  8  or  10  Companies  under  Arms  all  in  Uniforms  who  maithed 
out  to  Lispenards,  the  procession  began  from  there  thus,  the  Companiei  finti 
Congress  next,  two  of  Continental  Congress  next,  General  Officeis  next,  t  • 
( 'ompany  of  horse  from  Philadelphia  who  came  with  the  General  bnmgbt  op 
the  rear,  there  were  an  innumerable  Company  of  people  Men  Women  and  Chil- 
dren present.  In  the  evening  Governor  Tryon  landed  as  in  the  newspapen  1 
walked  with  my  friend  George  Clinton,  all  the  way  to  Lispenards  —  who  i»  V0^ 
gone  liorae.*  I  am  very  well  hope  all  Friends  so,  the  Torys  Catey*  writ* 
are  as  violent  as  ever!  poor  insignificant  souls,  Who  think  themselves  ofgrM* 
importance.  The  Times  will  soon  show.  I  fancy  that  they  must  quit  W 
Wricked  Tenets  at  least  in  pretense  and  show  fair,  Let  their  Hearts  be  Blick 
as  Hell.  Go  on  be  spirited  &  I  doubt  not  success  will  Crown  our  How* 
endeavours  for  the  Support  of  our  Just  Rights  and  Privaledges." 

Governor  Tryon  landed  about  eight  o'clock  the  same  evening,  and  wtf 
met  and  escorted  by  a  delegation  of  magistrates,  and  the  militia  in  fuu 
dress,  to  the  residence  of  the  Hon.  Hugh  Wallace.  He  wrote  to  Dirt* 
numth  thoitly  after,  that  he  was  only  in  the  exercise  of  such  feeUe  ex- 

aaited  the  convenience  or  caprice  of  the  countiy,  tf' 
lis  ignoble  situation.    He  said  every  traveler  on  die 

8iiwl»  natr  Greenwich. 
m,  WM  OonMlia,  oBter  of  Dr.  Trypan. 
niMrt  liYingfton  and  lister  of  Dr.  Tappan. 
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atment  must  have  a  pass  from  some  committee  or  some  congress,  in 
ler  to  proceed  from  one  point  to  another. 

Washington  met  the  New  York  Congress  on  the  day  following  his  re- 
ption,  exchanged  addresses  and  civilities,  and  discussed  military 
;e8tion8  of  moment,  chiefly  concerning  the  formidable  power 
lich  threatened  from  the  interior  of  this  province ;  then  hastened  towards 
onbridge,  where  he  was  much  needed.  Schuyler  was  left  in  command 
the  militia  of  New  York.  The  Continental  Congress  had  already 
leied  New  York  to  contribute  three  thousand  men  as  her  quota  to  the 
my  of  the  country.  Four  r^ments  were  soon  raised  and  placed  under 
ilonels  McDougal,  Van  Schaick,  James  Clinton,  and  Holmes.  John 
imb  was  appointed  captain  of  a  company  of  artillery.  He  was  shortly 
Btracted  by  the  New  York  Congress  to  remove  the  guns  on  the 
itteiy  to  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands.  While  accomplish-  '**' 
g  this  feat,  on  the  night  of  August  23,  he  was  fired  upon  by  a  party 
om  the  Asia,  who  were  in  a  bai^  close  under  the  fort,  evidently  to  watch 
tooeedings,  and  returned  a  volley  which  sent  the  hostile  craft  swiftly  to 
le  shelter  of  the  ship,  with  one  man  killed  and  several  wounded.  A 
loidside  was  at  once  opened  upon  the  city  by  the  Asia,  wounding  three  of 
imb'a  men  and  injuring  some  of  the  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  Whitehall 
B  the  mean  time  the  cannon,  in  all  twenty-one  pieces,  were  taken  hence 
rikh  great  deliberation.  The  panic  was  such  that  many  families  hurriedly 
famed  from  the  city  the  next  day.  The  captain  of  the  Asia  wrote  to 
h  Mayor,  Whitehead  Hicks,  in  the  early  morning,  demanding 
■tobction  for  the  murder  of  one  of  his  men  in  the  skirmish.  The  ^ 
pokKc  functionaries  were  summoned  to  the  council-room  of  the  City  Hall, 
idnding  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council,  Governor  Tryon,  and  of  his 
SMDMlors  Daniel  Horsemanden,  Oliver  De  Lancey,  Charles  Ward  Ap- 
fctpe,  Henry  White,  and  Hugh  Wallace,  together  with  the  members  of 
ftft  Hew  York  Congress  who  were  in  town,  to  consult  in  regard  to  the 
VDniiig  condition  of  affairs.  It  was  agreed,  after  considerable  discussion, 
w  tt  the  Asia  had  seen  fit  to  cannonade  the  city,  she  must  henceforward 
MifB  no  more  supplies  from  it  directly,  but  fresh  provisions  might  be 
i^Bttted  on  Gk>vemor^s  Island  for  her  benefit     Thus  there  would         _ 

kAa^  29l 
looommimication  between  the  vessel  and  the  towa      Orders 

^  ttb  eflbct  were  issued  on  the  29th.     A  week  later  Tryon  wrote  to 

hMMoth:  — 

"The  dty  has  remained  quiet  since,  but  a  boat  which  carried  only  some  milk 
**tte  dnp  was  bonit  on  her  return  to  shore,  as  was  last  Sunday  a  country  sloop 
Vvlni^gpnieome  provisions  on  board  the  man-of-war.  Such  is  the  rage  of 
animnwty.     At  least  one  third  of  the  citizens  have  moved  with  their 
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effects  out  of  town,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  will  shortly  experience  the  dis- 
tresses of  necessity  and  want." 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  ablest  and  best-informed  of  those  who 
have  censured  the  New  York  Congress  for  permitting  any  supplies  what- 
ever to  reach  the  Ada  are  scarcely  consistent  with  themselves.  On  what 
principle  of  generalship  could  an  engagement  have  been  provoked  with 
an  adversary  of  such  strength  without  as  yet  the  slightest  means  of  de- 
fense ?  It  is  hardly  conceivable  that  men  of  genius  and  judgment,  as  die 
majority  of  this  Congress  unquestionably  were,  should  commit  so  great  a 
blunder  as  to  throw  the  firebrands  which  would  have  certainly  laid  the 
city  in  ashes,  to  the  great  risk  of  life  and  destruction  of  property.  There 
were  other  and  broader  objects  and  aims  than  the  punishment  of  one  war 
vessel  which  manifestly  had  the  advantage  at  the  present  moment  De- 
spite the  clamor  of  the  short-sighted  and  impatient,  less  diplomacy  and 
discretion  at  this  crisis  would  have  done  irreparable  injury  to  the  Americao 
cause.  "  We  had  better  be  dubbed  cowards  and  tories  than  to  beat  our 
heads  against  a  wall,"  said  Gouvemeur  Morris. 

Tiyon  wrote  to  Dartmouth  in  an  hour  of  deep  dejection  :  — 

''  Every  day  produces  fresh  proof  of  a  determined  spirit  of  resistance  in  the 
Confederate  Colonies.  The  Americans  from  politicians  are  becoming  soldiers,  and 
however  problematical  it  once  was,  there  can  be  no  doubt  now  of  their  intention 
to  persevere  to  great  extremity,  imless  they  are  called  back  by  some  liberal  and 
conciliatory  assurances."  ^ 

Tryon  was  privately  informed  by  General  Montgomery  that  measures 

were  being  matured  by  Congress  for  his  arrest  and  imprisonment, 

and   after  suffering  much  uneasiness  and  mortification,  he  retired, 

on  the  30th  of  October,  to  the  ship  Duchess  of  Gordon,  under  protection  of 

the  guns  of  the  Asia  in  the  harbor. 

John  Morin  Scott  wrote  to  Richard  Varick  on  the  15th  of  November 
following :  — 

"  Every  office  shut  up  almost,  but  Sam  Jones's  who  will  work  for  6/  a  day 
&  live  accordingly  —  All  Business  stagnated,  the  City  half  deserted  for  fear  ofi 
Bombardment —  a  new  Congress  elected  —  Those  for  New  York  you  will  see  by  the 
papers  are  changed  for  the  better  —  All  staunch  Whigs  now.  How  it  is  with  the 
Convention  I  know  not.  We  have  [not  rec'*]  Returns.  Yesterday  the  new 
Congress  was  to  meet  but  I  believe  they  did  not  make  a  house.  My  Docton 
say  I  must  not  attend  it  nor  any  other  Business  in  some  Weeks  ;  but  I  hope  they 
will  be  mistaken.  Nothing  from  t'other  side  of  the  Water  but  a  fearful  looking 
for  of  wrath.     Our  continental  petition  most  probably  condemned  the  Bulk  d 

»  Try<m  to  DartmoiUh,  September  5.  1776^     N.  F.  Coil.  Ma,  VIII.  6S8, 
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N^ttion  (it  18  said  ag*  US)  and  a  bloody  campaign  next  summer.  Hut 
s  be  piepaied  for  the  worst  Who  can  prize  life  without  Liberty  ?  It  is  a 
lie  only  fit  to  be  thrown  away."  ^ 

iie  limit  of  the  first  New  York  Congress  having  expired,  an  election 
place  at  the  usual  time  in  the  autumn  ;  the  second  Congress,  chosen 
ux  montiis,  was  to  have  met  November  14,  but  a  quorum  was  not 
ent  until  December  6.'    There  has  ever  been  in  the  public  mind  a 
'  natural  oonfnsion  concerning  the  committees  and  congresses  of  New 
k  in  this  exciting  period.     But  the  careful  reader  of  preceding  pages 
note  the  sequence  unbroken  from  the  birth  of  the  famous  Fitly- 
in  the  spring  of  1774 ;  and  the  gradual  unfolding  of  the  subtle  forces 
nent  in  the  community  which  were  soon  to  assume  majestic  place  and 
ning.    Whenever  the  Provincial  Congress  adjourned,  for  however 
!t  a  time,  a  Committee   of  Safety  was  delegated  from  their  own 
ibeis  to  manage  affairs  in  the  interim ;  therefore  a  responsible  body 
menting  the  people  was  at  all  times  in  session.     No  colony  had  ac- 
ted more  dexterity  in  the  performance  of  public  business  than  New 
ik ;  and  one  of  the  strongly  marked  features  in  the  complicated  ma- 
Beiy  of  the  new  government,  which  was  already  beginning  its  move- 
ilik  was  the  special  care  taken  by  all  men  in  office  not  to  wield  more 
« than  had  been  distinctly  delegated  to  them  by  the  united  voice  of 
r  oonstitaents. 

uc  Sears,  so  conspicuous  for  his  zeal  in  the  earlier  New  York  com- 
)es»  without  any  particular  fitness  for  leadership  in  any  direc- 
•nd  wholly  deficient  in  judgment,  had  removed  to  New^ 
1I9  wbere  he  raised  a  company  of  cavalry.     Becoming  incensed  with 
I  BmngtoUy*  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Oazetteer  (published  since 

f  Tmkim  UiB  B€9oiuiun^  84,  S6.    John  Morin  Scott  was  bom  in  New  Vork  in  1730, 
■t  Tale  CoUfge  io  1746  ;  he  afterwards  studied  law  and  became  one  of  the 
of  the  New  Yoik  bar,  where  many  of  the  ablest  minds  of  America  wen*  then 
%    He  was  appointed  a  Brigadier-General  in  June,  1776,  and  was  engage<l  in  the 
I^m  MiwH      III  March,  1777,  he  left  the  military  service  to  become  Secretary  of 
tf  Vev  York.     In  1782  and  1788  he  served  in  the  Continental  Congress.     He  diinl 
iVevToriL 

^^iktFnwimeialCkmffrettofNew  York,  197. 

tlM^gbm,  printer  and  bookseller  in  New  York  during  the  Revolution,  was  a  man 

niiLoQdoB,  1724X  possessing  talent,  fine  mannens  and  much  general  information. 

nil  kt  was  plaoed  in  confinement  by  order  of  Congress  for  his  attacks  u\K)n  the 

*^>lUbodj  he  applied  for  release,  de<;laring  '*  that,  however  wrong  and  mistaken 

^  ^MB  fai  his  opinions,  he  always  meant  o])enly  and  honestly  to  do  his  <luty 

'^f^pttbUe."     In  1777  he  resumed  the  publication  of  his  pa{icr  ;  but  in  1781, 

■  ■BOm  kwked  doubtful,  he  turned  spy,  and  furnished  Washington  im))ortant 

■  tei^  wImi  Kew  York  was  evacuated  he  remained  in  the  city,  where  he  died 

k  n.  4 
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1773),  for  his  severe  strictures  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Americans,  he. 
unanaounced,  swooped  dowu  upon  New  Vork  City  with  seventy-livt 
mounted  men  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  destroyed  Rivington's  printiij- 
press  and  other  apparatus,  canying  off  the  tj'pes,  which  were  conv^ruii 
into  bullets.  It  was  a  riotous  proceeding,  universally  condemned  by  ibe 
citizens  of  the  city,  and  met  the  rank  disapproval  of  the  Conmiiit£«  of 
Safety,  who  declared  it  unworthy  of  an  enlightened  people  to  attempt  -to 
restrain  the  freedom  of  the  Presa," 

With  the  approach  of  winter,  Xew  York  grew  more  and  more  cheeriea 
Scarcely  a  third  of  its  residents  had  returned  to  their  homes.  An  omi- 
nous apprehension  of  calamity  hung  over  the  city.  Governor  Tryon  *» 
visited  by  bis  counselors  from  time  to  time  on  the  Duehai  of  G«rrfm. 
but  they  were  impotent  to  exercise  the  powers  conferred  upon  tbem  I7 
the  king  of  England  even  in  the  smallest  particulars.  Help  wia  dulr 
expected,  and  they  smiled  among  themselves  as  they  contemplated  Ai 
easy  conquest  of  the  metropolis  with  the  arrival  of  Britain's  aimj.  Vkf 
it  should  be  so  long  in  coming  was  a  problem. 

One  glance  across  the  water,  and  we  shall  see  that  BuringM^ 
estimate  of  England's  military*  strength  was  correct  Wben  the  tidby 
of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  were  discussed  at  Whitehall  the  knb  nm  \ 
startled  by  the  loss  of  so  muny  officers ;  the  king  remuked,  with  waagA, 
composure,  that  he  would  have  twenty  thousand  Boldien 
spring.  liarriiigtun  suggested  to  the  Secretary  of 
number  could  be  raised.  George  IIL  at  once 
troops  from  the  continent  of  Europe,  sending  agents  to  Humra;  \ 
Germany,  and  Russia.  The  astute  Veigennes  coold  '  ~ 
himself  that  England's  statesman  would  misB  Uw  nuaiu^  1 
to  him,  of  pacifj'itig  America,  although  he  viAeritatini^y 
George  III.  the  most  obstinate  king  alive,  «Ad  u  wisak  u 
But  he  was  forced  to  give  up  hia  doubts  when  he  read  the  kiju*! 
lamation  against  the  Colonies,  which  reached  Amedca  in  KonakcJ 
The  Empress  of  Russia  retmmed  a  sarcastic  negative  OBSwer  when, 
to  ship  twenty  thousand  men  across  the  Atkntin  bi  aerre  vnAa 
command ;  and  the  king  was  obliged  to  turn  for  aid  to  the  anuller 
of  Germany. 

While  England  was  quivering  ha      eeater  to 
heat  of  the  discussions  over  the  ii 
ble  schemes  of  her  monarch,  wU 
with  disgrace,  Washington,  aetinr 
making  a  herculean  endeavor  to 
system  from  the 
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tbat  Carleton,  the  British  governor  of  Canada,  was  enlisting 
nch  peas.'^ntry  in  an  expedition  to  recover  Ticonderoga,  and  also 
tug  the  nortbem  savages  to  take  up  the  hatchet  against  New  York 
w  England.  Tliese  movements  decided  the  Continental  Congress 
yj  that  Province  as  an  act  of  self-defense.  The  command  of  the 
I  enterprise  was  assigned  to  the  two  New  York  generals,  Schuyler 
mtgomery. 

p  Schuyler  was  forty-two  years  of  age  when  he  thus  appeared 
aously  before  the  world.  He  was  bom  to  opulence,  inherited  the 
Y  traits  of  an  ancestry  which  for  three  generations  had  been 
t  in  promoting  the  welfare  and  development  of  New  York,  was 
al  as  well  as  a  trained  mathematician,  was  familiar  with  mili- 
igmeering,  having  served  in  an  important  department  of  the 
uring  the  French  War,  was  well  versed  in  finance  and  political 
jTy  and  was  a  thorough  scholar  in  the  French  language ;  he  was 
Qy  proud,  self-poised,  high-spirited,  impatient  of  undeserved  criti- 
it  superior  to  envy  of  any  description,  and  one  of  the  most  un- 
0118  and  generous  of  men.  His  mother  was  the  beautiful  Cor- 
an  Cortlandt,  a  lady  of  great  force  of  character,  the  youngest 
ir  of  Hon.  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt  and  Gertrude  Schuyler,  so 
ing  from  their  political  consequence  and  social  consideration  in 
er  decade  of  our  history^  He  had  been  one  of  the  most  earnest 
68  of  liberty  in  the  New  York  Assembly ;  his  well-balanced  mind 
ed  a  fSedthful  part  in  the  Continental  Congress,  and  in  the  later 
I  of  the  Province ;  and  from  the  first  he  liberally  pledged  his  own 
1  cacedit  for  the  public  wants.  He  repaired  at  once  to  his  charm- 
ne  on  the  banks  of  the  Upper  Hudson,^  a  great,  elegant,  old-fash- 
unily  mansion,  half  hidden  among  ancestral  trees,  and  surrounded 
lens^  fimit-orchards,  and  broad,  highly  cultivated  acres,  and  after  a 
i8it  turned  his  face  warward.  At  Ticonderoga  his  duty  was  the 
itliat  of  Washington  at  Cambridge,  —  the  raising,  organizing,  equip- 
tOTiflioning,  and  paying  of  men  from  an  uncertain  and  scarcely 
1  treaanry ;  and  the  obstacles  and  the  dangers  were  much  greater, 
h  pnoximity  to  the  hostile  element  hovering  about  Johnson  Hall, 
I  totally  unprotected  condition  of  the  r^on  of  the  Hudson ;  and 
m  Emg^and  soldiers  at  the  post,  as  well  as  those  that  came  afber- 
wve  volunteers  mostly  from  the  farms,  undisciplined,  and  holding 
ktm  on  an  equality  with  the  subordinate  officers,  and  quite  as  much 
d  to  dictate  as  to  obey. 
■id  Montgomery,  from  the  old  Scotch-Irish  nobility,  bom  at  Con- 

*  A  DoUe  estate  at  Saratoga,  inherited  from  an  ancle. 
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wHy  H0U8P,  near  Rnplioo,  Ti-pland,  was  a  laiirelprl  warrinr,  altlimi^'b  Im: 
tbirty-eijiht  3-ciirs  til"  aye.  He  eiilcKtil  tlits  Kiii^litili  anuy  while  (niitt  vf-iiri; 
uiiil  ilistiii<^uiF<lii'<l  liiiiisi-If  witli  Wnlle  in  the  lirilliant  eonquests  I'l'  l\- 
Frencli  War.  He  was  an  intimate  inencl  of  I'lam.',  aQii  well  known  pi- 
sonally  to  EJniund  Uurke,  Fu.\,  and  other  English  state.'inien.  and  ii" 

had    stood    shodiiri 
to  shonlder  witii  ihr 
colonists  in  live  im- 
portant mil  ituiy  caiu- 
pni;;ns.     He  lijul  w- 
tired  fit)ni  the  st-nirt 
and  some  time  £tiK« 
taken  up  Iih  ali-idr 
in   Xew    Yolk   I'u^ 
chasing  a  1  imi'  imip- 
erty  nn  the  Hiiil»<li. 
He    married   .Ijm-t 
Liv  inK».ton  d  iiii;liifl 
ot  .Ind-p-   ItoUil  R 
Li\  mj.'stnn  — w  liow-b 
atni'.tomeiltiisntbl 
if  Ameiii.tn  liI«rH 
!  iailcd    til    1«    iiLiiD- 
tamed,  lie  »ouM  tr 
mu\e^\ith  I113  fnmiN 
to Sw it/erlanii  J^ilf 
only  free  couiitrr  m 
the  world  —  and  sister  of  the  future  rlianrellnr,  then  one  of  the  mii'irtaul 
members  of  the  Continental  Congress.     It  w  .u-  this  ladj  a  great ->niindfjtb*r. 
Bobert  Livingston,  who  figured  sn  {irtimiueiitly  for  half  a  centuiy  in  the 
pablic  affairs  of  Kew  York,  and  her  grandfather,  Uoliort  LivinjisMn.  wb" 
prophecied  for  yeora  the  coming  conflict  with  England,  and  on  his  ikiitb- 
bed,  in  1775,  at  the  age  of  eighty -seven,  wat  l^hiug  with  keen  iuten-tl  tin-  v- 
3f  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.cnufideutly  predicti^l  Amerita'sinilfivih 
L  in  her  veins  also  eoumcd  the  reinihliLan  hlootl  of  the  Sihiiylrr) 
II.     From  B  domestic  circle  which  had  for  its  inheritaiut  iio 
1|f  nntiment  in  hannony  witli  the  appeals  for  Jiisticrlrui 
J  miDority  of  the  ehoiceflt  and  greatest  of  the  realm  uf 
meiy  had  U-eu  suniuinue<t  to  represent  Itncht<Ai  Couiit^ 
His  great  moral  and  intelleetual  ipialitie^  lu- 
His  aound  judgment  waw  \-aliiiil  as  it  di-senvi 
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ad  his  promptness  in  action  and  decision  of  character  inspired  heroic 
)nfidence. 

He  was  regarded  with  pride  and  affection  ^s,  bidding  adieu  to  his  lovely 
3me  and  recently  wedded  joys,  he  turned  his  face  toward  the  uninviting 
ortliem  frontiers.  His  figure  even  now  stands  out  through  the  mists  of 
centur}'  in  living  colors,  —  tall,  of  fine  military  presence,  of  gmceful  ad- 
ress,  witli  a  bright  magnetic  face,  winning  manners,  and  the  bearing  of 
prince.  His  wife  accompanied  him  to  Saratoga,  where  they  parted  — 
►rever. 

Events  soon  proved  the  wisdom  of  attempting  the  conquest  of  Canada 
I  a  safeguard  against  Indian  hostilities,  and  i)reparations  were  pushed 
ith  vigor.  Schuyler,  who  knew  all  the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  civil- 
)ed  and  savage,  went  to  Albany  to  use  his  influence  with  some  of  the 
arriors  of  the  Six  Nations  there  assembletl ;  but  a  despatch  from  Wtish- 
igton  hurried  him  again  to  Ticonderoga.  He  found  Montgomery,  who 
ad  also  caught  the  warning  note  from  the  commander-in-chief,  already 
I  route  over  Lake  ChampLain.  Schuyler  was  stricken  down  with  a 
ilious  fever,  which  did  not,  however,  prevent  his  journeying  three  days 
I  a  covered  batteau,  overtaking  Montgomery  and  i)arty.  But  his  illness 
ecame  so  serious  that  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  the  chief  command 
>  Montgomery  and  rctuni  to  Ticonderoga. 

The  details  of  this  expedition  aro  among  the  most  remarkable  and 
nnantie  of  the  Revolutionary  contest.  The  way  bristled  with  ditiiculties, 
oads  and  bridges  were  among  the  modem  conveniences  of  the  futuro,  the 
mmitions  of  war  were  insufficient,  food  was  scarce  and  of  the  poorost 
puditjr,  and  the  common  troops  were  full  of  the  inquisitiveness  and  self- 
inectioii  of  civil  life.  Montgomery  wiis  much  l)etter  able  to  manage  the 
Kew  York  than  the  New  England  soldiers,  as  his  authority  (le]>ended 
cUefly  upon  his  personal  influence  and  jx)wers  of  persuasion  ;  of  the  lat- 
tarbe  said,  **  They  are  the  worst  stuff  imaginable  for  fighting;  there  is  so 
Mdi  equality  among  them  that  the  privates  are  all  generals,  but  not 
mioKar  And  yet  with  a  force  of  one  thousand  men  Montgomery  ca]»- 
tand  the  foit  at  Chambl^e  and  the  post  of  St.  John's,^  proceeded  to 
Moatnd,'  and  leaving  Greneral  Wooster  in  command  of  that  town,  led  his 
idhal  little  anny  to  the  very  walls  of  Quel)ec. 

'  OritMl  Jbrian  Wfflett  of  New  York  was  left  in  command  of  the  fort  of  St.  John's. 
*  IbalgoaMiy  wnCa  to  hit  wife,  November  24  :  **  The  cttlicr  day  Cteneral  Prescott  was  so 
Ml  to  ■UTBndar  hinnelf  and  fourteen  or  tiftet-n  land  otHccrs,  with  alx)vo  one  hundnxl 
ofleen  and  aulora,  prisoners  of  war.     I   lilush  for  If  is  Majesty's  trcNips  I 
of  Inte  poltroonery  I  never  met  with  I     And  all  lNMau9(>  wc  liad  a  half  a 
OR  the  1»ok  of  the  river  to  annoy  him  in  hi^  rt>tn>at.     The  Ciovenior  [Carleton] 
>'•  the  pity  !    Prescott,  nevertheleiw,  is  a  prize." 
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During  his  triumphal  progress  Benedict  Arnold,  with  rare  boldness  and 
persistence,  conducted  a  detachment  of  Washington's  army  through  i 
trackless  wilderness  of  nearly  three  hundred  nules,  where  for  thirty-two 
days  they  saw  no  trace  of  the  presence  of  human  beings.  Their  provisioDS 
fell  short  towards  the  last,  so  that  it  is  said  some  of  the  men  ate  their  dogs, 
cartouch-boxes,  breeches,  and  shoe&  They  appeared,  after  losing  about 
half  their  number,  at  Point  L^vi,  opposite  Quebec ;  an  apparition  whicb 
so  startled  the  Canadians  that,  had  boats  been  obtainable,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  Quebec  would  have  capitulated  at  the  first  ddknand  without  i 
struggle.  Aaron  Burr,  a  mere  stripling,  was  of  this  party,  and  was  chosen 
by  Arnold  to  communicate  his  presence  to  Montgomery,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  distant,  in  Montreal  In  the  garb  of  a  priest,  and  mak- 
ing use  of  his  Latin  and  French,  Burr  obtained  a  trusty  guide  and  one  of 
the  rude  wagons  of  the  country,  and  from  one  religious  family  to  another 
was  conveyed  in  safety  to  his  destination.  Montgomery  was  so  charmed 
with  his  successful  daring,  that  he  at  once  made  him  his  aide-de-camp^ 
with  the  rank  of  captain. 

It  was  on  the  3d  of  December  that  Montgomery  made  a  junction  with 
Arnold,^  and  soon  decided  to  cany  Quebec  by  stonn.    His  reasou 
were  twofold :  he  was  unprovided  with  the  means  for  a  siege,  and 
the  tenn  of  the  enlistment  of  the  greater  portion  of  his  troops  would  ex- 
pire with  the  year.    Whatever  was  done  must  be  concentrated  within  the 
month  of  December. 

It  was  on  the  30th,  while  but  a  few  more  hours  of  the  old  year  re- 
mained, that  the  order  was  given.  The  principal  attacks  were 
conducted  by  Montgomery  and  Arnold  in  person.  Colonel  James 
Livingston,  a  New-Yorker  who  had  for  some  time  lived  in  Canada,  wis 
at  the  head  of  a  regiment  of  Canadian  auxiliaries  which  he  had  himaetf 
raised,  and  was  sent,  with  his  command,  to  St.  John's  Gate  to  (listnd 
attention,  while  another  party  under  Brown  was  to  feign  a  movement 
on  Cape  Diamond.  Arnold,  leading  twice  as  many  men  as  Montgomcnr, 
reached  the  Palace  Gate,  where  in  the  first  fierce  encounter  he  was  dis- 
abled by  a  wound  in  the  leg  and  carried  from  the  field.  Captain  LaniH 
with  his  New  York  artillery,  fought  in  this  division.  Lamb  himself  being 

^  Montgomeiy's  last  letter  to  his  wife  was  written  December  5.  He  says  :  "  I  mFf 
long  ere  this  we  have  famished  the  folks  of  the  United  Colonies  with  subject-matter  of  c«t- 
Tenttion.  I  should  like  to  see  the  long  faces  of  my  Tory  friends.  I  fancy  that  they  look  a 
UtHe  cast  down,  and  that  the  Whig  ladies  triumph  most  unmercifully. 

*'TIm  weather  continues  so  gentle  that  we  have  been  able,  at  this  late  seamn,  to  get  «k^ 
[tbe  8t  Lawnnce]  l^  water  with  our  artillery.     They  are  a  good  deal  alarmed  in  tc^ 

'tlmbicl  nd  wHh  some  reason I  wish  it  were  well  over  with  all  my  heart,  and  fl^ 

«i  UkB  •  Kew  Englander/' 
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ded  and  taken  prisoner.  MoDtgomery  reserved  for  his  own  party 
Torlc  men,  and  in  the  blackness  of  the  night,  and  through  a  blind- 
»rni  of  wind,  snow,  and  hail,  led  them,  Indian  file,  to  Wolfe's  Cove, 
which  they  were  seen  in  full  march  at  early  dawn.  And  ever  by 
:de  of  Uie  princely  commander  was  the  diminutive  and  boyish  Aaron 
They  passed  the  first  bai-rier,  and  were  about  to  storm  the  second, 
within  fif^  yards  of  Uie  cannon,  Montgomery  exclaimed,  "  Men  of 
York,  you  will  not  fear  to  follow  where  your  general  leads ;  push  on, 
:  bc^,  Quebec  is  ours !"  and  almost  instantly  fell  And  with  his 
M  soul  of  the  expedition  departed. 

as  and  friends  alike  paid  a  tribute  to  his  worth.  Barr^  wept  pro- 
r  when  he  heard  of  his  death.  Burke  proclaimed  him  a  hero  who  in 
ampaign  had  conquered  two  thirds  of  Canada.  "  Curse  on  his  vir- 
'  said  North ;  "  they  've  undone  his  country ! "  Governor  Carleton, 
all  his  officers,  civil  and  military,  in  Quebec,  buried  him  with  the 
s  of  war.'  Congress  passed  resolutions  of  sorrow  and  grateful  re- 
Drance  ;  and  alf  America  was  in  t«aia. 

ebec,  the  strongest  fortified  city  in  America,  with  a  garrison  of  twice 
nmber  of  Uie  besiegers,  was  not  conquered,  but  the  heroic  endeavor 
id  an  impression  throughout  the  world  that  America  was  in  earnest. 

laiiBMifu^Uoiitgoinerr  wire  removed  Tortf -three  jean  aderward,  id  compl Lance  with 
dMtortheLepilatiire,  and  placed  beneath  the  portico  in  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  New  York 
•  nMnnment  had  been  erected  to  his  memory  b;  order  of  Congress.  By  requeat 
r,  the  Ooremor  of  the  Sute  of  New  York,  DeWitt  Clinton,  commumoned 
,  the  aon  of  Edward  Livingston,  to  conduct  the  certmoniet  of  removal. 
It  btilliut  acale,  inch  voluntary  honon  indeed  as  were  never  before  paid 
n  individual  by  a  republic 
il  porbait  of  Hontgamery  (of  which  the  sketch  i^  a  copy)  ia  at  Hontgcanery 
wM  sent  to  Hra.  Hontgamery  by  Iddy  R&netagh,  the  siater  of  the 
A,  ifcortlj  after  hii  death,  having  been  painted  in  Europe  when  the  young  hero  was 
twHt]-fh«.  He  left  no  deeoendants.  Hia  will,  nude  at  Crown  Point,  August  30, 
ii  ilfll  b  oiitBDee,  though  the  paper  is  yellow  and  worn  with  il«  bondred  jaara,  and 
■  tt*  walUmnn  dgnatnre  of  Buiedict  Arnold. 
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CHAPTER   XXXII. 

1776. 

Janiuury  -  July. 

THE  DECLARATION  OF  INDBPBNDBNCB. 

The  New  Year.  —  New  You k  Active,  but  Cautious. —Governor  FuAXKUXorKit 
Jersey  in  Custody.  —  Buunin<»  of  Portland,  Maine.  — Buenino  or  Norfolk,  Vii» 
oiNiA.  —  Families  divided  and  Friends  at  Enmity.  —  New  York  disarms  m 
Tories  on  Long  Island. —  The  Pamphlet  "Common  Sense." — Sir  John  JoHnM 
surrenders  to  Schuyler.  —  Lee's  Arrival  in  New  York.  —  General  Clwtmt'i 
Arrival  in  New  York.  —The  Panic.  —  Lord  Stirling  in  Command  of  New  Yoil 
—  General  Israel  Putnam.  —Escape  of  Hon.  John  Wattr. — Fobtificatiom. - 
The  British  Army  driven  from  Boston.  —  Washington  transfebs  the  Amiucai 
Army  to  New  York.  —  Silas  Deane  sent  to  the  French  Kino  for  Help.  — Caja« 
da's  Commissioners. — The  Third  New  York  Congress.  —  Alexander  HAMiLTOf. 
The  Conspiracy.  —  Riots  and  Disturbances.  —  British  Fleet  off  Sandt  Hooc- 
GovEKNOR  William  Livingston.  —  Liberty  Hall.  —  The  Continental  Conorbb.- 
Declaration  of  American  Independence. 

THE  opening  of  the  year  1776,  one  of  the  most  romantic  and  remaik- 
able  years  for  its  sequence  of  civil  wonders  in  the  history  of  tke 
world,  was  depressing  in  the  extreme.  The  social  observances  of  New 
Year's  day  in  New  York  City  for  the  first  time  in  a  century  and  i  hiH 
were  omitted,  save  in  a  few  isolated  cases  where  the  ladies  of  the  hoii«- 
hold  welcomed  family  friends  without  ceremony.  A  storm  of  wind,  sleet 
and  rain  terminated  towards  evening  in  a  light  fall  of  snow.  The  stpeeti 
were  desei^ted,  and  the  portentous  clouds  seemed  to  close  about  the  very 
roofs  and  chimneys.  The  mind  of  the  people  was  strained  and  apprehee* 
sive,  the  more  so  because  of  the  undefined  nature  of  the  new  life  ops 
which  they  were  entering.  There  was  nothing  fictitious  or  deoeptiw 
the  freshly  awakened  impulses  and  activities,  but  the  step  fhmi  tk 
into  the  untried  future  was  creative  of  the  most  extraordinaiy  sens* 

was  confidently  expected  from  Boston.     The  metropolis  wa 

les.    The  Bay  of  New  York  was  already  controlled  bj  d 

var;  also  the  East  Eiver,  and  the  Hudson  Biverbeto 
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[ig^ilands.  And  neither  Long  Island  nor  Staten  Island  could  pre- 
tiie  landing  of  British  troops  upon  their  soil  The  possession  of 
Island  was  virtually  the  command  of  Manhattan  Island. 
3  proceedings  of  the  New  York  Congress  were  with  closed  doors ; 
but  members,  all  of  whom  were  pledged  to  secrecy,  were  permitted 
:e  copies  of  the  minutes.  The  intention  was  to  publish  at  the  close 
;h  session  such  of  the  acts  as  were  not  voted  by  the  counties  to  be 
ecret  or  unimportant  nature,  but  the  journal  was  not,  printed  until 
In  the  gathering  together  of  war  materials  this  body  was  indus- 
from  the  first  They  advised  Washington  from  time  to  time  of 
\  taken  from  the  king's  stores,  as,  for  instance : 

I  a  private  room  in  the  lower  barracks  some  twenty  cart-loads  of  soldiers' 
,  blankets,  shirts,  and  a  box  of  fine  lint ;  in  John  Gilbert's  store  ten 
sads  of  empty  cartridges,  and  some  twenty-four-pounders;  in  a  private 
n  upper  barracks  near  Liberty-Pole  about  six  cart-loads  of  different  kinds 
licines ;  and  in  Isaac  Sears'  old  store  one  hundred  and  thirty  boxes  of 
candles,  and  a  lot  of  soldiers'  sheets  and  blankets.''  ^ 

ft 

1  they  were  frequently  under  orders  from  the  Continental  Congress 
core  flour  and  other  necessaries  ''  in  the  most  private  manner  possi- 
for  the  various  divisions  of  the  army. 

New  Jersey  a  self-organized  government  acted,  as  in  New  York, 
y  aide  with  that  of  the  king  during  the  greater  part  of  1775.  Gov- 
Franklin,  who  had  for  a  dozen  years  been  useful  and  honored  as  an 
tive,'  sympathized  with  the  power  which  had  given  and  could  take 
Ub  means  of  living.  In  September  he  suspended  Lord  Stirling 
his  Council  for  having  accepted  a  military  appointment  under  the 
Dental  Congress.  He  prorogued  the  Legislature  which  convened 
nber  6,  until  January  3,  1776,  and  it  never  reassembled ;  thus  ter- 
ad  the  Provincial  Legislature  of  New  Jersey.  He  wrote  to  Dart- 
b:  — 

[y  aitoation  is  indeed  particular  and  not  a  little  difficult,  having  no  more 
■M  among  the  principal  officers  of  govemmeni  to  whom  I  can,  even  now, 
eonfidenily  on  public  affairs." 

b  oommunication  was  intercepted  January  6,  by  Lord  Stirling,  which 
Itod  in  a  guard  being  placed  at  the  gate  of  his  residence  to  prevent  his 
e  from  the  province;  and  his  subsequent  arrest  and  imprisonment' 


i'«  CoTrup<mdence  in  Oongresnanal  Library.     Washington,  D.  C. 

mmamt  I^naklin  wis  confined  in  Connectdcot  in  charge  of  Governor  TmmbulL  In 
ikm^  177t>  lie  wai  exchanged,  and  came  to  New  York,  where  he^  resided  four  years,  and 
i  «i  iJieiMml  orer  a  Refogee  Cluh,     He  retired  to  EngUnd  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
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Dr.  Franklin  felt  most  keenly  the  defection  of  his  son.  It  was  a  strange 
coincidence  that  William  Temple  Franklin,^  the  only  sou  of  Governor 
Franklin,  adhering  to  the  cause  of  America,  should  also  have  been  lost  to 
his  father. 

Family  histories  disclose  many  painful  characteristics  of  the  great  strug- 
gle. Fathers  and  mothers  were  doomed  to  see  their  children  at  opeo 
vaiiance.  Wives  beheld  in  agony  their  husbands  armed  with  weapons 
that  were  to  be  used  against  their  own  blood.  Friends,  between  whom 
no  shadow  of  dissension  had  ever  existed,  ranged  themselves  under  difler- 
ent  banners.  New  Jersey,  with  less  of  foreign  commerce  and  inland 
traffic  to  employ  her  youth  than  many  of  the  other  Colonies,  had  courted 
government  offices  and  the  naval  and  military  service  of  England  Ever 
since  the  time  of  the  original  Lords  Proprietors,  many  of  her  sons  had 
been  educated  in  Europe,  involving  associations  which  often  resulted  in 
marriages  into  foreign  families ;  while  similar  unions  had  occurred  be- 
tween the  officers  of  the  royal  regiments  sent  to  America  and  the  daogh- 
ters  of  New  Jersey.  Thus,  independent  of  pecuniary  considerations  and 
conscientious  adherence  to  the  oaths  of  office  and  dependence,  peraoul 
and  domestic  happiness  were  jeopardized  on  every  hand.  The  wonder  ii^ 
not  that  so  many  valuable  men  became  distinguished  as  Tories,  bat  that 
their  number  should  have  been  so  far  exceeded  by  the  resolute  spiiiti 
pushed  to  the  front  by  the  concussion  of  ethereal  forcea 

The  impending  invasion  of  New  York  City  caused  its  inhabitants  to 
seek  asylums  in  the  country  in  eveiy  direction,  particularly  in  New  Je^ 
sey,  which  aroused  the  New  Jersey  Congress  into  the  passing  of  an  adi- 
nance  to  repress  the  influx,  "  it  being  unknown  upon  what  principles  audi 
removals  were  occasioned,"  —  whether  to  escape  ministerial  oppreanoo 
or  the  resentment  of  an  injured  community,  —  and  all  persons  coming 
from  New  York  with  the  design  of  residing  in  New  Jersey  were  re- 
quired to  produce  a  permit  from  the  committee  of  their  precinct ;  in  catt 
of  refusal,  to  be  themselves  returned  immediately  from  whence  they  camB. 
The  whole  power  of  the  .Province  of  New  Jersey  was  exercised  by  thii 
self-constituted  body,  which  assumed  control  over  its  funds  and  directfli 
its  physical  eneigiea 

The  animosity  which  burst  into  a  blaze  between  those  for  and  agaiml 

idy  rule  was  of  the  most  serious  character.    Language  was  ransadel 

4  of  speech  with  which  to  express  the  abhorrence  each  feb  fir 

The  old  saying  became  current,  "  though  we  are  commindei 

enemies,  we  are  nowhere  commanded  to  forgive  our  fiieadi' 

I  Tnnklin  rwided  in  France,  became  the  biographer  of 
rtt^lBSS, 
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rerjr  week  brought  news  which  intensified  the  bitterness.  The  rumor 
Eit  general  orders  had  been  issued  by  the  British  Ministry  to  bum  all 
B  seaport  towns  of  America  (though  without  foundation)  was  believed 

thousands ;  and,  as  if  in  confirmation  of  the  startling  story,  Norfolk, 
s  best  town  in  Virginia,  the  oldest  and  most  loyal  colony  of  England, 
IS  burned  and  laid  waste  by  Lord  Dunmore,  the  Boyal  governor  who  had 
en  driven  from  that  province.  This  following  in  the  immediate  wake 
the  wanton  bombardment  and  burning  of  Portland,  Maine,  by  a  British 
in-of-war,  lashed  the  American  heart  into  a  fury  of  antipathy  which  it 
|uired  two  entire  generations  to  eradicate.  "  I  can  no  longer  join  in 
B  petitions  of  our  worthy  pastor  for  reconciliation,"  wrote  Mrs.  Adams, 
B  most  gifted  woman  of  the  period.  Franklin,  returning  from  Cam- 
idge,  where  he  iiad  been  sent  on  an  important  mission  to  Washington, 
•peared  before  Congress  in  a  stem  mocxl.  He  had  recently  written  to 
r.  Priestley  that  humorous  summing  of  the  grand  result  of  the  first  cani- 
jgn  which  was  a  standing  paragraph  in  the  newspa^)ers  for  years  : 
Britain,  at  the  expense  of  three  millions,  has  killed  one  hundred  and 
ty  Yankees  this  campaign,  which  is  twenty  thousand  pounds  a  head, 
id  at  Bunker  Hill  she  gained  a  mile  of  ground^  half  of  which  she  lost 
;un  by  taking  post  on  Ploughed  HiU.  During  the  same  time  sixty 
HMnand  children  have  been  bom  in  America.  From  these  data  Dr. 
rice's  mathematical  head  will  easily  calculate  the  time  and  expense  ne- 
Bsmy  to  kill  us  all,  and  conquer  our  whole  territory.*'  But  it  was  a 
ng  time  before  Franklin  could  pen  any  more  jokes  upon  the  war.  He 
rs8  fiilly  prepared  now  to  go  to  all  lengths  in  opposition  to  England. 

Ibe  New  York  Congress  appealed  to  the  Continental  Congress  for  a 
tSaSuuj  force  to  disarm  every  man  on  Long  Island  who  voted  adversely 
0  their  existence  as  a  body,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  William  Liv- 
iptoii,  John  Jay,  and  Samuel  Adams  repoited  promptly  and  favorably. 
Wl  authority  was  invested  in  the  New  York  Congress  to  direct  and  con- 
Inl  the  troops  employed  in  this  delicate  service,  which  was  assigned  to 
leneymen  under  Colonel  (afterwards  General)  Nathaniel  Heard,  assisted 
hf  Lnd  Stirling's  battalion,  and  which  was  accomplished  before  the  end 
of  Janaaiy. 

Meanwhile  a  little  pamphlet  of  thirty  pages,  penned  by  a  literary  ad- 
^Wlaai  unknown  to  fame,  who  had  been  but  a  year  in  this  coun- 
lij,  and  entitled  **  Common  Sense  "  by  Dr.  Rush  of  Philadelphia, 
dastrified  the  whole  continent.  Thomas  Paine  had  the  genius  to  con- 
inn  into  vivid  expression  the  political  doctrines  of  George  Fox,  William 
Ilni»  l^ugot,  Adam  Smith,  Franklin,  and  Jefferson,  and  the  press  of 
nnwjrlTaiiia  placed  it  before  the  peopla     It  was  a  startling  success. 
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It  fell  into  everybody's  hands.     Edition  after  edition  was  sold.    It  is  not 
dull  reading  even  now.     Of  the  grave  point  at  issue  it  said  :  — 

'*  The  sun  never  shone  on  a  cause  of  greater  worth.  'T  is  not  the  affair  of  i 
city,  a  country,  a  province,  or  a  kingdom,  but  of  a  continent,  of  at  least  one  eigittk 
part  of  the  habitable  globe.  *T  is  not  the  concern  of  a  day,  a  year,  an  ag(; 
posterity  are  virtually  involved  in  it  even  to  the  end  of  time." 

Its  reasoning  was  that  Europe  and  not  England  was  the  parent  countij 
of  America.  TJiis  idea  struck  deep  into  the  heart  of  New  York,  whew 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  were  not  of  English  descent  Its  ckitt 
was  that  thi^  continent  could  not  reap  a  single  advantage  by  coDnecdoe 
with  Grer»t  Britain ;  that  its  business  could  not  be  managed  with  any 
degree  of  convenience  by  a  power  so  distant,  and  so  very  ignorant  of  iii 
geography  and  resources. 

"  There  is  something  absurd  in  supposing  a  continent  to  be  perpetually  go^ 
erned  by  an  island  ;  in  no  instance  hath  nature  made  the  satellite  larger  thai 
the  primary  planet." 

During  the  same  memorable  month  of  January  General  Schuyler  pe^ 
formed  a  service  for  the  country,  without  bloodshed,  which  was  of  tk 
first  importance  in  its  bearing  upon  coming  events.     New  Yak,; 
'  the  central  and  all-important  link  in  the  confederacy,  contained 
an   element  of  savage  power  which   occasioned  the  utmost  soUcitude.  ■ 
Arms  and  ammunition  were  said  to  be  concealed  in  Tryon  County,  and 
it  was  well  understood  that  Sir  John  Johnson  had  fortified  Johnson  Hal 
and  gathered  about  him  his  Scotch  Highland  tenants  and  Indian  allien 
intending  to  carry  fire  and  sword  along  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk.    While 
Schuyler  was  deploring  the  condition  of  the  army  in  Canada,  and  entreat- 
ing for  three  thousand  men  to  reinforce  Arnold  at  Quebec,  the  Continental 
Congress,  acting  from  the  advice  of  the  New  York  Congress,  ordered  him 
so  take  measures  for  disarming  these  hostile  forces  'in  the  interior  of  Xei^ 
Vork.     He  forthwith  hastened  from  Albany  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
soldiers,  defying  the  wintiy  storms  and  deep  drifts  of  snow,  and  joined  bf 
Colonel  Herkimer  with  the  militia  of  Tryon  County,  marched  over  tta 
frozen  bosom  of  the  Mohawk  River  and  suddenly  appeared  before  Sr 
John's  stronghold  on  the  19th  of  January.     Resistance  was  hopeless,  and 
Sii"  John  capitulated,  surrendering  all  weapons  of  war  and  military 
stores  in  his  possession,  and  giving  his  parole  not  to  take  up  an* 
against  America.     On  these  conditions  he  was  granted  a  permit  to  go  as  fa 
westward  in  Tryon  County  as  the  German  Flats  and  Kiuiraland  (iistri(*V 
and  to  every  part  of  the  colony  southward  and  eastward  of  these  districts; 
provided  he  did  not  go  into  any  seaport  town.     On  the  following  day,  lE 
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things  being  adjusted,  Schuyler  with  his  troops  in  line,  and  hisofficfi-s  and 
men  instructed  to  preserve  respectful  silence,  conducted  the  sun-ender  with 
j,'vntlemunly  regard  to  the  feelings  of  Sir  John  and  his  Scottish  adhei-euts ; 
Sir  John  himself  was  allowed  to  retain  a  few  favorite  faniilv  side-arms, 
waking  a  list  of  them.  The  whole  party  marched  to  the  front,  gi-ounded 
tlieir  imns,  anil  were  dismissed  with  timely  advice  as  to  their  conduct  to- 
war.Is  AniericiL  For  his  discreet  management  of  the  whole  alVair,  Schuyler 
was  warmly  applautleil  by  Congress,  and  C(ingmtulated  by  Washington. 

It  is  impossible  to  reganl  the  wise  and  efl'ective  movements  of  Xev.- 
Y«irk  at  this  critical  juncture  but  with  admiration.  The  adverse  influ- 
ences within  her  own  territory  were  l)eing  overcome  gindually,  but  with 
a  high  hand.  Governor  Tryon,  castled  on  a  British  shij)  in  the  hfirlxjr, 
was  keeping  up  a  suspicious  intercourse  with  the  citizens,  and  the  com- 
mercial classes  had  little  faith  in  the  success  of  what  was  termed  the 
**  rebellion.'*  Everj'body  suspected  e verylwdy ;  even  the  strongest  assur- 
anufs  of  attachment  to  either  side  in  the  controversy  were  often  doubted. 
The  scholarly  training  of  the  men  who  wei-e  conspicuous  in  the  New 
York  Congress  is  apparent  through  their  intolerance  of  injustice  in  any 
form.  They  were  hoi>eful  amid  the  network  of  difliculties  which  sur- 
ruomled  them,  and  displayed  a  breadth  of  vision  which  the  nish  and 
iiarrow-minde<l  hatl  not  the  ability  to  ])erceive.  They  empjweivd  county 
committees  in  every  part  of  the  province  to  a]>])ivhend  all  jK^rsons  nnto- 
rionsly  «lisaflected,  and  by  judicious  examinations  ascertain  if  they  weR» 
guiky  of  any  hostile  act  or  machination.  Imjirisonment  or  banishment 
VIS  the  penalty.  Committees  thus  appointed  could  call  u|Mjn  the  militia 
It  any  moment  to  aid  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  functions. 

Isaac  Sears,  for  his  meddling  projxinsities  and  unjustifiable  and  riotous 
noduct,  had  been  completely  dmpped  out  of  the  New  York  councils,  and 
Mmied  with  chagrin  proceeded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  where  he  in- 
diutriouslv  labored  to  convince  the  j^enerals  of  the  armv  that  New  Voik 
WM  a  "  nest  of  tones,"  and  in  imminent  danger  from  them.  He  so  mis- 
itpresented  the  chief  men  in  the  p)])ular  movement  that  many  of  the  New- 
EDghnders  regarded  New  York  as  but  a  step  removed  fix»ni  monarchical 
iDianee.  He  obtained  the  ear  of  General  Charles  Lee,  a  highly  cultivated 
piodaction  of  Europejin  warfare,  who,  having  lost  the  favor  «>f  the  British 
ftinistiy  and  all  chance  of  jutnuotion,  lK»en  distiuguished  in  the  battles 
if  Poland,  and  led  a  restless  life  generally,  ha«l  taken  up  his  abode  in  Vir- 
(hkii'and  espoused  the  American  cause.  Prior  to  his  apjwintment  by  Con- 
inaB  as  major-general  he  had  been  intimate  with  Homtio  Gates,  and  a  fre- 
{Oent  visitor  at  Mount  Vernon  ;  he  wiis  whimsical,  careless  and  slovenly  in 
cnon  and  dress,  —  for  although  he  had  associated  with  kings  and  princes 
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he  had  also  campaigned  with  the  Mohawks  and  Cossacks, —  and  was  always 
attended  bj  a  l^on  of  dogs  that  shared  his  affections  with  his  hones, 
and  took  their  seats  by  him  at  table  "  I  must  have  scnne  object  to  em- 
brace,'' he  said,  misanthropically.  "  When  I  can  be  convinced  that  men 
are  as  worthy  as  dogs,  I  shall  transfer  my  benevolence,  and  become  as 
stanch  a  philanthropist  as  the  cantling  Addison  affected  to  be.**  ^  He 
was  a  general  fault-finder  with  those  in  authority,  and  catching  the  notioo 
from  Sears,  applied  at  once  to  Washington  for  an  order  to  proceed  to  New 
York  "  and  expel  the  Tories." 

Washington  had  not  yet  been  apprised  of  the  vigorous  measures  adopted 
by  New  York,  and  yielded  to  what  seemed  a  necessity.  He  charged  Lee 
to  communicate  with  and  act  in  conceit  with  the  Xew  York  Congress, 
and  himself  wrote  asking  their  co-opeiation.  A  military  force  would 
have  been  gladly  welcomed  had  it  been  in  command  of  an  officer  wiio 
respected  civil  authority ;  but  when  the  tidings  reached  the  metropdis 
that  Lee,  with  Sears  as  his  adjutant-general,  was  advancing  at  Uie  head 
of  fifteen  hundred  Connecticut  men,  without  so  much  as  intimatiDg  his 
design,  the  New  York  authorities  were  filled  with  just  indiguatioiL 
Washington  scrupulously  respected  the  civil  government  of  each  CoIoot 
as  well  as  of  congresses.  Lee  scoffed  at  it  alL  The  Committee  of  Safely 
sent  a  messenger  to  Stamford  to  ask  Lee  that  the  troops  of  Con- 
necticut might  not  pass  the  border  until  the  purpose  of  their 
coming  should  be  explained,  arguing  that  it  was  impolitic  to  proToke 
hostilities  from  the  ships  of  war  until  the  city  was  in  a  better  condition 
of  defense. 

Lee  wrote  to  Washington  making  a  jest  of  the  letters  received,  calling 
^     ^  them  "  wofullv  hysterical  " :  and  he  was  careful  not  to  soothe  New 

Jan.  2S.     ^  •       -^  * 

York  in  his  reply.  The  Committee  immediately  wrote  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  who  dispatched  a  special  committee  at  once  to 
harmonize  matters.  Lee  entered  New  York,  February  4,  on  a  litter,  hav- 
ing been  attacked  with  the  gout  while  travelling  over  the  rough  winter 
F«b.i4.  ^^^^^  ^^  Connecticut,  and  was  irritable,  arrogant,  and  unreason- 
able. He  conveyed  the  impression  that  his  office  was  to  oonqner 
New  York  rather  than  offer  the  city  protection  from  a  foreign  foe  It 
was  a  cold  stormy  Sunday,  and  by  a  singular  coincidence,  Sir  Henit 
Clinton's  squadron,  which  had  recently  sailed  mysteriously  from  Boston, 
appeared  in  the  harbor  about  the  same  hour. 

Two  hostile  forces  thus  facing  each  other  over  her  bulwarks  threw  the 
city  into  convulsions ;  it  was  supposed  the  crisis  had  come,  and  that  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis  would  shortly  be  deluged  with  blood    Citixeni 
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fled  in  wild  dismay.  Every  wagon  and  cart  that  could  be  found  was 
employed  in  transporting  valuable  effects  into  the  country ;  boats  were 
swiftly  laden,  and  men,  women,  and  children  ran  through  the  streets  with 
white,  scared  faces.  Whole  families  made  their  escape  as  best  they  could, 
taking  little  or  much  with  them  as  the  circumstances  allowed.  The 
weather  was  so  severe  that  travel  in  every  direction  was  attended  with 
peculiar  peril  and  distress.  The  rich  knew  not  whei-e  to  go,  and  the  poor, 
thrown  upon  the  charity  of  interior  towns,  suffered  from  a  complica- 
tion of  ills.  The  floating  cakes  of  ice  in  the  rivers  compelled  the  Asia 
and  other  war  vessels  to  hug  the  wharves,  which  added  greatly  to  the  ter- 
lor  and  confusion.^  Never  had  New  York  seen  a  time  of  such  agonized 
ahimi,  such  a  breaking  up  of  homes,  or  such  a  series  of  business  misfor- 
tunes. Hundreds  of  men  were  suddenly  deprived  of  the  means  of  sup- 
porting their  families.  Garish  Harsin  wrote  to  Mr.  William  Eadclift,* 
concerning  a  rumor  that  fifteen  sail  were  in  the  lower  bay ;  and  said  that 
for  four  days,  although  nothing  material  happened,  the  people  scattered  as 
&8t  as  possible.  He  also  said  new  life  was  given  to  the  moving,  "as 
if  it  was  the  Last  Day,"  on  the  7th  and  8th  by  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Slirliug  with  one  thousand  men  from  New  Jersey,  and  the  anchoring  of 
inother  British  ship  in  full  view  of  the  city. 

General  Lee  aspired  to  supreme  military  power,  and  was  charmed  with 
the  opportunity  of  exercising  a  separate  command  from  his  chief;  he 
grew  amiable  as  the  danger  increased,  and  patronizingly  conferred  with 
the  New  York  Committee  of  Safety  in  regard  to  defensive  measures.  He 
went  out  with  Lord  Stirling  to  "  view  the  landscape  o'er,'*  and  determine 
ttpon  points  where  fortifications  would  be  desirable,  after  which  he  wrote 
to  Washington :  "  What  to  do  with  the  city,  I  own,  puzzles  me.  It  is  so 
Qidrcled  with  deep  navigable  waters,  that  whoever  commands  the  sea 
iuugt  command  the  town."  He  told  the  New  York  Committee  that  "  it 
tag  impossible  to  make  the  place  absolutely  secure,"  using,  perhaps 
UDoonsciously,  the  precise  language  addressed  him  when  remonstrated  with 
10  earnestly  against  the  introduction  of  New  England  soldiers  into  New 
Pork. 

It  was  no  time  now  to  waste  words.  The  Committee,  in  their  anxiety 
0  delay  the  bombardment  of  the  metropolis  until  their  ships,  sent  privately 
yt  powder,  unmolested  by  the  men-of-war,  should  have  returned,  and 
oitable  preparations  made  for  decisive  action,  used  every  argument  and 
ydk  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  provocation  of  hostilities  prema- 
irely ;  the  situation  required  prudent  management.     No  representative 

1  Trytm  to  Dartmouth,  February  8,  1776. 
*  New  York  in  the  RevolulUm,  86. 
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body  of  men  on  the  continent  were  more  thoroughly  true  to  the  country 
than  the  New  York  Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety,  a  statement 
no  one  wiU  question  after  reading  the  simple  and  clear  record  of  their 
daily  proceedings.  Their  policy,  so  much  criticised  by  their  neighbois, 
was  dictated  by  a  shrewd  regard  for  the  public  cause  as  well  as  their  un- 
doubted duty  to  care  for  a  defenseless  city  ;  and  it  proved  the  wisest  in 
the  end.  They  bore  the  despicable  abuse  of  Isaac  Sears,  who  executed 
Lee's  orders  with  vicious  ferocity ;  the  revilings  of  Waterbury,  who  de- 
clared that  "  things  would  never  go  well  unless  the  city  of  New  York 
was  crushed  down  by  the  Connecticut  people  " ;  and  the  inconvenience  of 
harboring  so  many  troops  from  other  States,  who  seemed  impressed  with 
the  notion  that  they  had  come  to  chastise  a  stiff-necked  city  rather  than 
to  aid  in  repelling  an  invasion ;  while  at  the  same  time  they  were  calling 
out  the  citizens  to  assist  in  fortifying  the  island,  who  responded  with 
wonderful  alacrity,  —  the  whole  people,  men  and  boys  of  all  ages,  working 
with  cheerful  and  untiring  zeaL^ 

Meanwhile  Clinton  sent  for  the  Mayor,  and  expressed  much  surprise 
and  concern  at  the  distress  caused  by  his  arrival ;  which  was  merely,  he 
said,  a  short  visit  to  his  friend  Tryoa  He  professed  a  juvenile  love 
for  the  place,  said  no  more  troops  were  coming,  and  that  he  should 
go  away  as  soon  as  possible.^  "If  this  is  but  a  visit  to  his  friend 
Tryon,"  writes  Lee,  "  it  is  the  most  whimsical  piece  of  civility  I  ever 
heard  of"  It  was  a  sore  trial  for  Lee  to  be  obliged  to  consult  committees 
at  every  step,  and  he  took  not  a  few  on  his  own  responsibility ;  one  of 
these  was  to  terminate  the  supplying  of  British  ships  in  the  harbor  with 
eatables.  He  wrote  to  Washington,  February  17:"  Governor  Tryon  and  the 
Asia  continue  between  Nutteu  and  Bedlow's  Islands.  It  has  pleased  his 
Excellency,  in  violation  of  his  compact,  to  seize  several  vessels  from  Jersey 
laden  with  flour.  It  has  in  return  pleased  my  Excellency  to  stop  aU  provis- 
ions from  the  city,  and  cut  off  all  intercourse  with  him,  —  a  measure  which 
has  thrown  the  Mayor,  Council,  and  Tories  into  agonies."  Lee's  course 
coufirmed  the  notions  of  Congress  in  regard  to  his  superior  military  ability, 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  schemes  for  New  York  they  appointed  him  to 
the  command  of  the  newly  created  Department  of  the  South.  He  left  the 
city,  March  7,  in  the  same  critically  caustic  humor  as  when  he  came,  the 
,     Committee,  and  even  Wasbinj^lon  himself,  falling  under  the  lash  of 

March  7.  o  o 

his  disrespect.     Reaching  Virginia,  he  wrote  to  Washington  that 
tlie  members  of  the  Congress  of  New  York  were  "  angels  of  decision  when 

1  Bancroft' 8  Hist.  U.  S. 

2  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  on  his  way  to  join  Admiral  Parker  in  his  morementa  on  Sooth 
Carolina. 
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icd  with  the  Committee  of  Safety  assembled  at  WiUiamsburg."  lie 
furthermore  in  regard  to  the  situation  of  affairs,  which  illustrates 
[y  the  difficulties  encountered  in  every  part  of  America  during  this 
.  of  suspense  :  "  I  am  like  a  dog  in  a  dancing-school ;  I  know  not 
to  turn  myself,  where  to  fix  myself.  The  circumstances  of  the 
cy  intersected  with  navigable  rivers,  the  uncertainty  of  the  enemy *s 
IS  and  motions,  who  can  fly  in  an  instant  to  any  spot  they  choose 
their  canvas  wings,  throw  me,  or  would  throw  Julius  Ca*sar,  into  this 
able  dilemma ;  I  may  ix)ssibly  be  in  the  North,  when,  as  Richard 
I  should  serve  my  sovereign  in  the  West.  1  can  only  act  from  sur- 
and  have  a  very  good  chance  of  surmising  wrong." 
b's  predictions  that  New  York  would  go  "  into  hysterics  "  at  his  de- 
ne were  not  realized.  Lord  Stirling  remained  in  temporary  com- 
l,  and  pushed  the  defenses  of  the  city  already  projected  as  rapidly  as 
aces  permitted.  He  was  an  energetic  and  conspicuous  officer,  and 
fiunily  interests  and  connections  on  every  side,  was  stimulated  to  the 
«t  effort.  A  letter  written  on  the  12th  furnishes  a  faint  glimmer  of 
;  88  to  what  was  going  on  in  the  way  of  preparation  aside  from  earth- 
CB  and  the  sinking  of  batteries  into  cellars :  — 

iUNew  York  we  have  a  founder  who  has  already  cast  14  or  15  excellent 
I  field  pieces.  We  have  a  foundry  for  iron  onlnauce,  from  24-pounder8  to 
ek  As  to  iron  shot,  we  have  plenty,  and,  on  a  pinch,  could  supply  the 
le  world ;  and  as  for  small  arms,  we  are  not  at  the  least  loss,  except  for  the 
ii  in  which  branch  there  will  soon  be  a  great  number  of  hands  employed. 
IMBII8  made  use  of  to  introduce  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre  has  met  with 
dined  taccess ;  so  that  the  women  make  it  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
ttthe  Ysiious  accounts,  we  shall  by  midsummer  have  30  or  40  tons,  or  more, 
ivr  own  msDU&cture.  In  one  manufactory  they  make  50  cwt.  pt^r  week. 
Bewlmiy  in  New  £ngland  they  make  at  least  100  llw.  per  day.  In  short,  it 
w  18  easy  to  make  saltpetre  as  it  is  to  make  soft  soap.  As  to  brimstone  and 
K  fte  bowels  of  our  country  produce  more  than  sufficient  for  a  war  of  1 000 
■^  In  a  short  time  we  shall  have  at  least  thirty  ships  of  war,  from  thirty- 
iJ*  gam  downwards,  besides  (if  the  ministry  carry  on  their  piratical  war)  a 
■tmlNrofpfiTaieers.     When  you  return  you  will  be  surjmsed  to  see  what 

*  — <lMt  of  invention  has  done  for  us I  wish  I  could  convey  to  you  a 

■■ifce  of  the  ardor  which  inflames  our  young  men,  who  turn  out  with  more 
■■%«  the  kest  alarm  than  they  would  to  a  ball. " 

^  ttie  14th  Washington  wrote  to  Stirling  that  the  enemy  api)eared  to 
VQBtbeeve  of  evacuating  Boston,  and  he  presumed  their  destination 
■Sew  York.  Stirling  immediately  sent  urgent  api)eals  for  troops  in 
^driectioa    Colonel  Samuel  Drake  was  already  hei-e  with  minute- 
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men  from  Westchester  County,  and  Colonel  SwaitWbut  and  Colonel  T 
Ness  each  with  a  command  from  Duchess  County.  He  ordered  over  1 
Third  New  Jersey  Regiment,  and  wrote  to  six  of  the  nearest  counties 
that  State  for  three  himdred  men  each  ;  while  Congress  sent  forward  f 
or  six  Pennsylvania  regiments.  The  Connecticut  men  were  impatient 
return  home  to  attend  to  their  spring  farming,  but  many  of  them  w( 
induced  to  remain  two  weeks  beyond  their  term  of  enlistment  under  "ff 
terbury  and  Ward,  until  Governor  Trumbull  could  supply  their  pbu 
with  troops  commanded  by  Silliman  and  Talcott  In  case  of  an  alar 
they  were  to  parade  immediately  at  the  Battery,  on  the  Common,  and 
front  of  Trinity  Chureh.  On  Long  Island  a  guard  was  posted  at  the  Ni 
rows  and  another  at  Rockaway,  to  report  the  approach  of  ships,  and  t 
Sandy  Hook  Light  was  dismantled.  In  the  city  cannon  were  moimt 
in  the  batteries  as  fast  as  completed ;  and  all  the  male  inhabitants^  Ui 
and  white,  worked  by  order  of  the  Committee  on  the  fortificationa,  t 
blacks  every  day,  the  whites  every  other  day.^  F.  Rhinelander  wrote  t( 
friend  :  ''  To  see  the  vast  number  of  houses  shut  up,  one  would  think  t 
city  almost  evacuated.  Women  and  children  are  scarcely  to  be  seen 
the  streets.  Troops  are  daily  coming  in ;  they  break  open  and  qmil 
themselves  in  any  houses  they  find  shut  up.  Necessity  knows  no  lav." 
With  the  first  April  sunshine  came  General  Israel  Putnam,  the  redool 
able  hero  of  Indian  and  French  adventure  in  the  old  Colonial  wars,  havi 
^  ^,     been  sent  forward  by  Washiu<rton  to  command  New  York  nn 

April  4.  '^  ^  -r  1  • 

his  own  arrival.  He  took  up  his  abode  in  the  Kennedy  mansK 
No.  1  Broadway,  which  had  been  vacated  by  the  family,  now  in  Ne 
Jersey.*  Some  of  his  officers  quartered  themselves  temporarily  in  tl 
Watts  mansion  adjoining,  the  former  city  residence  of  the  notable  ooa 
selor.'  An  authentic  incident  is  related  of  the  manner  in  which  Hoa  Jol 
Watts,  Sen.,  left  the  country.     Some  of  his  letters  had  been  interoepti 

^  Advertiaements  which  illustrate  the  extent  of  slavery  in  the  New  York  of  that  period  i 
fband  in  all  of  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  of  which  the  following  is  a  spectmen :  "  MsR^  ^ 
1776.  Run  away  from  the  suhscriber,  a  yellow  wench,  named  Sim  ;  about  fire  feet  ttt  iae^ 
lltglly  had  on  when  she  went  away  a  narrow-striped  homespun  short  gown,  a  widHitrif 
bomtqpon  petticoat,  speaks  good  English,  walks  very  much  parrot-toed,  has  Indian  hiir. 
■Wlfaig  likely  wench.  Whoever  brings  her  to  John  Rutter,  in  Cherry  Street,  shiD  w^ 
alModaome  veward."  —  OonMlitulional  CkueUe. 

*  8w  ToL  I.  666.  Captain  Kennedy  was  superseded  in  the  Royal  Navy  in  1766,  far  rA 
fm  Id  iMiiYO  the  atamp  papers  on  board  his  vessel  He  was  placed  under  arrest  it  M* 
liilOfiVB,  Hew  Jeraey,  in  1776,  by  the  Colonial  authorities,  —  at  which  time  he  wit  oa  k 
fi^  ftvm  fhe  Kngjish  government,  —  but  was  afterwards  released  on  parole  ;  the  next  yvr 
■peoted  of  giving  aid  to  the  enemy  through  his  wife.  His  aituation  on  the  teot^ 
the  two  powers  was  precarious  in  the  extreme. 
w  ToL  L  601,  664,  732. 
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on  their  way  to  Engknd,  and  read  at  a  New  York  coffee-house,  before  a 
crowd  of  excited  people,  who  became  infuriated  on  the  instant  and  suited 
about  his  dwelling,  threatening  violence  and  destruction.  Judge  Robert 
R  Livingston  (the  father  of  the  Chancellor),  who  lived  just  above,  on 
Broadway,  was  returning  from  court,  dressed  in  his  scarlet  robes,  and  see- 
ing the  danger  to  his  friend,  —  for  however  opposed  politically,  the  two 
great  leaders  of  opposing  principles  were  at  heart  warmly  attached  to  each 
other,— he  mounted  the  steps  of  the  Watts  mansion  at  the  peril  of  his  life, 
and  waved  his  hand  to  the  angry  multitude,  commanding  silence ;  he  was 
gifted  in  oratory,  and  held  the  crowd  spell-bound  with  his  eloquence, 
taking  the  opportunity  unseen  to  whisper  directions  for  hiding  Watts  in  a 
back  boilding ;  and  continued  to  speak  until  the  rescue  was  complete, 
when  he  was  escorted  by  the  rioters  to  his  own  door  with  many  cheers. 
That  night  Counselor  Watts  retired  on  board  a  man-of-war  and  shortly 
«iled  for  Europe.  Before  his  departure,  however,  he  clasped  Judge  Liv- 
iogBton  in  his  arms,  exclaiming,  with  passionate  warmth,  "  God  Almighty 
bleae  you,  Bobert ;  I  do  not  believe  you  have  an  enemy  in  the  world." 
Jim  Watts  accompanied  her  husband,  but  died  two  months  after  her 
•nival  in  Europe ;  and  the  death  of  Watts  himself  was  announced  from 
Wales  within  a  brief  period.  Judge  Livingston's  own  <leath  was  recorded 
liMly  after  the  scene  above  described. 

Bigorous  military  rule  was  established  over  the  city ;  soldiers  and  in- 
khitants  were  all  subjected  to  strict  discipline.  Nobody  was  permitted  to 
piiBasentiy  without  the  countersign,  furnished  on  application  to  a  brigade- 
^[or ;  and  any  person  caught  in  the  act  of  holding  communication  with 

die  ahips  in  the  bay  was  treated  as  an  enemy.     The  work  of  intrench- 

• 

■^  went  on  with  spirit  The  batteries  planned  for  both  sides  of  the 
Rut  River  were  intended  to  secure  safe  transit  between  Long  Island  and 
ITew  York ;  there  was  one  sunk  in  a  cellar  on  Coenties  Slip,  near  foot  of 
Wall  Staneet ;  Waterbury's  Battery  was  located  at  the  foot  of  Catherine 
Jhaet^  where  the  river  was  narrowest ;  another  battery  on  the  Butgers 
oiwer  hill ;  forts  were  being  erected  on  Jones*,  Bayard's,  and  Lispenard's 
iflK  nortli  of  the  town,  to  cover  the  approach  by  land  in  that  direction ; 
■d  atin  another  at  the  foot  of  East  Eighty-eighth  Street  to  blockade  the 
at  Hell  Gata     That  part  of  Fort  George  which  faced  Broadway 

dinnantled  to  prevent  its  being  converted  into  a  citadel ;  and  bat- 
were  projected  along  the  west  side  of  the  island  at  various  points, 
Umr^  it  was  agreed  that  the  Hudson  was  so  extremely  wide  and  deep 
■t  an  attempts  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  ships  would  be  fruitless  ;  works 
^  oonsiderable  strength  were  in  progress  at  Kin^^bridge.     The  map  of 

Yoik  Island,  on  the  following  page,  has  been  compiled  from  authentic 
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irces  with  direct  reference  to  the  convenieDce  of  the  reatler  in  tracing 
B  course  of  events  and  armies  during  this  mi-ely  intei*esting  i)eriod  of 
nericao  history.  It  serves  also  with  its  truthful  lines  to  illustrate  tlie 
mderful  growth  of  New  York  City  in  a  century. 

During  the  month  of  March,  while  Geoige  IIL  was  exulting  over  the 
quisitiou  of  twenty  thousand  German  soldiei-s,  and  Joseph  Brant,  a 
ohawk  sachem,  was  standing  among  the  courtiers  at  Whitehall,  promis- 
g  assistance  from  the  Six  Nations  to  chastise  those  "  bad  children,  the 
ew  England  people,"  and  the  ministry  were  strengthening  their  impetu- 
is  arrogance  with  the  near  prosi)ect  of  victory,  Washington,  througli  a 
ries  of  skillful  maneuvers,  in  which  he  hazarded  compamtively  nothing, 
as  actually  putting  the  British  aimy  to  flight  from  the  city  of  Boston. 
ever  before  was  so  important  a  result  obtained  at  so  small  a  cost  of 
uman  life. 

Howe's  orders  for  the  instant  evacuation  of  Boston  fell  upon  the  inhalv 
ants  who  had  rallied  round  the  standai-d  of  the  king  like  a  bolt  of  thun- 
er  from  a  clear  sky.  They  had  never  once  drciimed  of  such  a  contin- 
gency. They  hail  regarded  the  gibbet  as  the  inevitable  destination  of  the 
American  patriots.  Their  faith  was  pinned  to  the  potency  of  the  British 
inns,  and  they  laughed  at  fear  while  under  such  protection.  Now  they 
irere  stricken  with  horror  and  despair.  The  best  that  England  could  do 
or  their  safety  was  to  offer  a  crowded  passage  to  the  shores  of  bleak  and 
iisinal  Nova  Scotia,  where  they  must  remain  in  exile  indefinitely,  de- 
pendent on  monarchical  charity  grudgingly  doled  from  a  pinched  treasury. 
Many  of  these  loyalists,  as  in  New  York,  weix3  among  the  wealthiest  and 
most  upright  people  of  the  Colony,  who  acted  from  a  principle  of  honor 
in  adhering  to  the  cause  of  their  sovereign ;  others  were  time-servers, 
ksperate  of  character,  or  governed  in  their  conduct  by  tlieir  confidence 
inthe  strength  ami  success  of  the  crown.  Their  anguish  in  bidding  adieu 
to  homes  and  comforts  and  estiites,  as  they  ran  wildly  to  and  fro  in  the 
fcidof  night,  preparing  for  embarkation,  can  easily  be  imagined.  Eleven 
hnndred  of  these  "  wretched  l)eings  "  (so  styled  hy  Washington  in  his  dis- 
Nd*w)»  with  eight  thousand  valiant  twops,  wei*e  precipitjitely  hustled 
^^^  on  board  one  hundred  and  twenty  transjK)rts,  between  the  hours  of 
four  and  half  past  nine  in  the  morning.  At  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  sails 
'W  fluttering  in  the  breeze,  and  the  gallant  forces  of  King  George  III. 
'W  scudding  from  the  town  they  had  been  sent  to  punish,  leaving  be- 
Wnd  them  stores  valued  at  £  30,000,  some  two  hundi-ed  and  fifty  pieces 
rfemocm  spiked,  some  large  iron  sea-mortars,  which  they  in  vain  at- 
^|iul  to  burst,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses.^     Several   British 

>  AMkk  4S ;  ffolmet*3  Annals,  II.  242  ;  Sash's  Jounuil,  9,  51,  52  ;  Sparks,  164. 
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store-ships  consigned  to  Boston  steered  unsuspicionsly  into  the  harbor 
and  were  seized ;  one  of  these  brought  more  than  seven  times  as  much 
powder  as  contained  in  the  whole  American  camp.  The  destination  of 
the  British  fleet  was  Halifax,  but  it  could  not  be  expected  to  tarry  long 
in  that  r^on  of  inactivity.  "  General  Howe,"  wrote  Washington,  •*  has 
a  grand  maneuver  in  view  —  or  —  has  made  an  inglorious  retreat"  *  New 
York  was  the  point  towards  which  all  eyes  turned,  whether  in  hope,  ap- 
prehension, or  despair,  its  reduction  being  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
mother  country. 

Washington  marched  triumphantly  into  Boston,  meeting  with  a  soul- 
stirring  welcome,  and  made  vigorous  preparations  for  the  transfer  of  his 
army  to  New  York ;  not  venturing  to  move,  however,  until  the  hostik 
fleet  had  actually  put  to  sea  from  Nantasket  Boad,  where  it  loitered  ten 
days.  During  the  last  days  of  March  several  raiments  were  sent  for- 
ward to  the  metropolis ;  the  artillery  were  in  motion  on  the  29th,  joornqr- 
ing  over  the  muddy  highways  to  New  London,  thence  to  New  YoA  by 
sloop.'  Washington  left  Cambridge  on  the  4th  of  April  on  horseback, 
attended  by  his  suite,  —  stopping  in  Providence,  where  he  was  enthusiaad- 

^_.,     cally  honored ;  in  Norwich,  where  he  was  met  by  Governor  Tram- 

bull  of  Connecticut ;  in  New  London,  where  he  tarried  long  enoogh 

to  hasten  the  embarkation  of  troops  awaiting  his  arrival ;  in  Lyme,  al 

^__.,  ^  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  River,  where  he  spent  the  night 

April  9. 

with  John  McCurdy  ;^  and  in  New  Haven,  —  reaching  New  York 
on  the  13th  of  April  He  established  headquarters  at  the  Richmond  Hill 
House,  and  was  joined  by  Mrs.  Washington  and  family. 

As  if  in  confirmation  of  David  Hartley's  prediction  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  last  day  of  February,  that  England  in  applying  to  foreign 
powers  for  aid  was  setting  an  example  to  America  which  might  prove  dis- 
astrous to  all  possibility  of  reconciliation,  a  secret  congressional  committee, 
of  whom  John  Jay  and  Franklin  were  conspicuous  members^  dispatched 
Silas  Deane  of  Connecticut  to  France  on  a  mission  of  the  utmost  delicacy, 
that  of  learning  how  far  assistance  might  be  expected  from  that  nation  in 
case  the  Colonies  should  form  themselves  into  an  independent  state. 
Deane  was  an  accomplished,  college-bred  man,  of  el^ant  manneis  and 
striking  appearance,  accustomed  to  a  showy  style  of  living,  equipage. 

1  WtukingUm,  to  Joseph  Reed,  March  2S,  1776. 

'  Sdlomoii  Kaah  was  connected  with  the  artillery,  and  hia  priyata  daily  record  of  y^m^ 

ing  erenta  has  proved  of  great  service  in  fixing  dates  and  coirohoimting  other  anthoritiML    H« 

Jdned  the  anny  on  January  1,  1776,  in  Roxhury,  and  his  circumstantial  Jcunud  coven  th0 

""^tim  year,  until  his  return  to  Boston,  January  9,  1777.     He  was  a  descendant  of  the 

■MS  Naah  who  figured  so  prominenUy  in  England  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Kli*****^ 

•  YoL  I.  page  719. 
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appointment,  and  a  natural  diplomat  He  was  chairman  of  the 
omittee  of  Safety  in  Connecticut,  and  his  residence  in  Wethersfield 

the  rendezvous  of  nearly  all  the  public  characters  of  the  period. 
liam  Livingston  called  it  "  Hospitality  Hall " ;  Lossing  speaks  of  it  as 
*  Webb  House."  ^  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
ing  his  step-son  Samuel  B.  Webb  with  him  to  Philadelphia  as  private 
etaiy.  He  was  perfectly  informed  on  American  affairs,  and,  Congress 
ing  already  received  intimation  of  the  kindly  disposition  of  France,  he 

able  to  accomplish  the  grand  result  desired.  He  sailed  in  April,  and 
ihed  Paris  in  June. 

lie  affairs  of  Canada  were  agitating  the  public  mind  at  this  moment 
L  The  army  was  dwindling  away  about  Quebec,  where  Arnold  had 
ntained  the  blockade  with  an  iron  face  since  the  fall  of  Montgomery. 
\  intense  cold,  absence  of  comforts  of  every  description,  scarcity  of 
desome  food,  sickness  in  camp,  and  the  expiration  of  enlistments, 
i  combined  to  demoralize  the  remnant  of  troops  remaining.  There  was 
nnoOTtainty  concerning  the  reinforcements  from  England  destined  for 
relief  of  Quebec,  which  would  arrive  as  soon  as  the  ice  should  break 
in  tiie  St  Lawrence  Biver.  Schuyler  had  appealed  again  and  again 
troops  to  sustain  the  besiegers  ;  but  Washington,  with  his  poverty  of 
terial  for  defending  a  continent,  could  do  little ;  he  had  sent  two  com- 
dies  of  artillery  from  Boxbury,  in  March,  which  he  knew  not  how  to 
v%  —  those  of  Captain  Eustis,  and  Captain  Ebenezer  Stevens,  afterwards 
Botenant-Colonel  of  Artillery,  who,  dragging  guns  through  the  deep 
tm  which  covered  the  surface  of  New  Hampshire,  cutting  their  own 
Ida  and  building  their  own  rafts  and  bridges,  progressed  slowly.  Con- 
tm,  finally,  in  alarm  at  the  exposed  condition  of  Northern  New  York, 
fnased  a  strong  desire  to  have  four,  even  ten  regiments  detached  from 
e  fbioes  in  and  about  the  metropolis  and  sent  to  Canada  at  once. 
Miington  acquiesced  shortly  after  he  reached  New  York,  although  he 

^  Bh  Deue  married  the  widowed  mother  of  Samuel  6.  Webb  in  1753  (and  after  her  death, 
badtoBftall).  The  "  Webb  House  "  was  where  Washington  and  Rochambeau  met  in  1781 , 
the  campaign  against  Comwallis  in  Vii^nia.  The  suites  of  the  two  commanders, 
of  fipfty-fiTe  persons  each,  were  distributed  among  the  people  of  Wethersfield.  Only 
and  Rochambeau  slept  in  the  great  double  house,  with  its  wide  hall  in  the  center, 
1^  Mm  oo  each  side  with  wall  decorations  of  rich  crimson  veWet  paper.  Samuel  B. 
ilk  iftowanls  general,  was  descended  in  the  direct  line  from  Richard  Webb,  who  came  to 
■IMI  boai  En^^d  in  1682,  and  in  connection  with  Hooker,  Hopkins,  and  Willys,  settled 
Mnd  in  1686.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  immediately  after  which  he  was 
•id-de-camp  to  Putnam  ;  and  in  June,  1776,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  was  made 
nvfevy  and  aid-de-camp  to  Washington,  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  He 
ii  fti  Mier  of  General  James  Watson  Webb,  and  the  grandfather  of  General  Alexander 
^  W*  rf  the  New  York  aty  College. 
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said,  "  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  the  designs  of  the  enemy.     Should  they 
send  the  whole  force  under  General  Howe  up  the  River  St  Lawrence  to 
recover  Canada,  the  tit)ops  gone  and  now  going  will  be  insufficient  to 
stop  their  progress ;  and  should  they  send  an  equal  force  to  possess  this 
city  and  secure  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  River,  the  troops  left  behind 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  oppose  them ;  and  yet,  for  anything  we  know, 
they  may  attempt  both."    Meanwhile  Congress  sent  a  commission  to 
Canada  clothed  with  extraordinary  power.     It  consisted  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
Samuel  Chase  of  Maryland,  Charles  Carroll  of  CarroUton,  and  John  Ca^ 
roll,  brother  of  the  latter,  a  Catholic  priest  who  had  been  educated  in 
France,  and  spoke  Fi*ench  like  a  native.     They  M'ere  to  confer  with  A^ 
nold,  but  their  chief  business  was  to  enlist  Canada  into  a  union  with  the 
Colonies,  raise  troops  and  issue  military  conmiissions.     Equipped  for  this 
journey  of  five  hundred  miles,  they  tarried  in  New  York  City  seveni 
days.     "  It  is  no  more  the  gay,  polite  place  it  used  to  be  esteemed,  but 
almost  a  desert,"  wrote  the  venerable  priest     Lord  Stilling  engaged  a 
sloop,  upon  which  they  embarked  for  Albany  April  2,  where  they  were 
warmly  welcomed  by  Schuyler,  and  entertained  in  his  handsome  home 
for  two  days.     On  the  9th  they  left  for  Saratoga,  accompanied  by 
the  General  and  Mrs.  Schuyler,  and  their  two  beautiful  black-eyed 
daughters,  who  were  so  full  of  life  and  vivacity  that  the  rough  ride  of 
thirty-tw^o  miles  over  muddy  roads  speckled  with  snow-drifts  was  divested 
of  half  its  tediousuess.     A  week  spent  at  Schuyler's  hospitable  and  weD- 
appointed  country-seat  in  Saratoga,  and  the  aged  philosopher  (Franklin 
was  now  a  man  of  seventy),  who  had  been  suflering  from  severe  indisposi- 
tion, was  able  to  proceed.     Two  days  and  a  half  of  wagon-transit  bought 
them  to  Lake  George.     Schuyler  had  gone  before  to  prepare  a  bateto. 
upon  which  they  embarked  April  19,  and,  pushed  their  way  to  its  upper 
end  through  the  floating  masses  of  ice,  sailing  when  they  could,  rawing 
when  they  nmst,  and  going  ashore  for  their  meals.     Six  yoke  of  oxen 
drew  their  batteau  on  wheels  across  the  four-mile  neck  of  land  whicb 
separates  the  two  lakes,  and  after  a  delay  of  five  days  they  were  afloat  on 
Lake  Champlain.     They  reached  St.  Johns  in  four  days,  and  thought  they 
had  done  well.     Then  came  another  day  of  tiresome  travel  in  tortonif 
calashes,  which  brought  them  to  Montreal,  where  Arnold,  who  had  bed 
sneded  by  Wooster,  before  Quebec,  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  reoeiwd 
ith  a  great  body  of  officers  and  gentry,  the  firing  of  cannon,  ail 
iry  honors. 

'v  found  that  Canada  was  lost     Congress  had  no  ciett 

I06t  trifling  service  could  not  be  procured  without  ^ 

*  flilver  in  advance.    The  army  had  contracted  deto 
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hich  were  manufacturing  enemies  faster  than  a  regiment  of  commis- 
oners  could  make  friends  for  America.  And,  shortly,  the  news  reached 
[ontreal  that  a  British  fleet  had  landed  soldiers  at  Quebec,  who  had 
tacked  and  put  the  little  American  army  to  flight  Apparently  uoth- 
ig  remained  but  to  fortify  St.  Johns,  conduct  the  routed  army  to  that 
>int,  and  make  a  desperate  attempt  to  check  the  southward  progress  of 
le  British  into  New  York. 

The  indefatigable  Schuyler  assisted  the  travelers  on  their  homeward 
mmey  down  the  lakes,  entertained  them  at  his  house,  and,  owing  to  the 
bess  of  Franklin,  sent  his  own  chariot  to  convey  them  the  whole  dis- 
mce  to  New  York  City.  It  was  about  the  middle  of  June  when  they 
ached  Philadelphia. 

The  tidings  of  Canadian  reverses  had  preceded  them,  spreading  con- 

emation  through  the  northern  districts.     Schuyler  was  accused  in  the 

O0t  extraordinary  manner.     He  had  never  been  loved  by  the  New  Eng- 

nd  people,  having  in  all  the  boundary  disputes  been  the  champion  of 

ew  York  in  opposition  to  Eastern  claims.     Now,  he  was  charged  with 

iving  neglected  to  forward  supplies  and  reinforcements  ;  indeed,  as  the 

immander  of  the  Northern  department  of  the  army,  he  was  declared  re- 

nuBible  for  its  failures  and  humiliations.     His  magnanimity  in  allowing 

r  John  Johnson  to  go  at  laige  was  misconstrued  into  a  crime ;  presently 

dnuations  were  afloat  that  he  was  untrue  to  America,  and  town-meetings 

le  held  in  various  places  and  plots  concocted  for  his  arrest  and  im- 

wnment     These  base  imputations  were  not  generally  advanced  or 

ntenanced  ;  but  Washington  was  addressed  on  the  subject,  as  was  also 

remor  Trumbull  and  others.     Washington  was  indignant,  said  it  was 

<rf  the  diabolical  schemes  of  the  Tories  to  create  distrust,  and  pro- 

ned  his  utmost  confidence  in  Schuyler  s  integrity.    Schuyler  denounced 

icandal  as  infamous,  and  demanded  a  court  of  inquiry. 

I  the  19th  Washington  was  summoned,  by  Congress,  to  Philadelphia, 

ler  he  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Washington,  accepting  the 

lilities  of  John  Hancock  fifteen  davs.     There  were  serious 

lOB  among  the  members ;  it  was  known  that  commissioners  from 

tnent  were  on  the  water,  coming  with  pn)posiils  of  accommodation, 

jigement  of  German  troops  by  England  indicated  unsparing  hos- 

md  the  hazards  of  a  protracted  war  were  fully  comprehended. 

^|otity»  however,  were  for  vi«^on)us  measures,  and  it  was  resolved 

I  the  army  in  New  York  with  thirteen  thousand  eight  himdred 

tnd  institute  a  flying  camp  of  ten  thousand  to  be  stationed  in 

isey.    A  war-office  was  established,  which  went  into  operation 

Among  those  in  Congress  to  whom  Washington  turned  for 
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counsel  concerning  the  interior  defenses  of  New  York  at  this  alannin;: 

crisis,  was  George  Clinton,  whose  life  at  the  ancestral  homestead  in 
Orange  County  had  familiarized  him  with  the  physical  and  topographical 
l>eculiarities  of  the  region  along  the  Hudson  above  the  city.  His  brother, 
Jimies  Clinton,  was  stationed  with  a  considerable  force  in  the  Highlands ; 
he  had  been  with  Montgomerj"  at  the  siege  of  St  Johns  and  the  capiun- 
of  Montreal,  and,  even  earlier,  while  yet  a  beardless  boy,  had  takeu  les- 
sons in  that  great  American  military  school,  the  French  War,  in  which 
theii  &UiGr  Charles  Clinton  was  an  efficient  officer  under  the  Crown. 
Both  brothel's  were  men  of  military  genius  and  sound  judgment 

The  (question  of  what  to  do  with  the  Tories  was  discussed  with  much 
warmth  during  this  conference.  Many  had  been  apprehended,  some  dis- 
armed, and  not  a  few  incarcerated.  To  discriminate  justly  between  those 
who  were  criminal  as  covert  enemies,  and  such  as  indulged  in  a  peaeeahk 
diflei-ence  of  opinion,  was  by  no  means  easy.  Kancorous  partia^ns  com- 
plained of  the  want  of  patriotic  vigor  in  the  New  York  Congress,  because 
of  the  methods  used  to  avoid  confounding  the  innocent  with  the  guiltr 
and  prevent  uumented  abuse.  A  proposal  which  found  favor,  however, 
emanated  from  this  body,  that  secret  committees,  chosen  by  the  civQ  ai- 
thority  of  each  Colony,  should  act  in  connection  with  the  militaiy  kidai 
in  sulKluing  an  element  so  threatening  to  the  chances  of  sucoeas.  Jobi 
Jay,  Philip  Livingston,  Gouvemeur  Morris,  Thomas  Tredwell,  Lewis  On- 
ham,  and  I^jonartl  (Jansevoort  composed  the  earliest  "  Committee  on  Coo- 
s{)imcy  "  in  New  York  under  these  resolves.  They  were  all  memben  of 
the  Third  Ncw^  York  Congress,  which,  elected  in  April,  assembled  about 
the  middle  of  May,  and  continued  in  session  until  June  20. 

The  public  fever  was  at  its  highest  ebb  during  these  dark  days  of  ex- 
l)ectant  calamity.     Mischief  was  brewing  on  every  hand.     Schuyler  dis- 
covered that  Sir  John  Johnson  had  broken  his  parole,  and  was  preparii^  to    ^ 
co-operate  with  the  British  army  at  the  head  of  savage  bands  of  wam'uR     \ 
Colonel  Elias  Dayton  was  sent  with  a  strong  force  to  arrest  him,  but  he 
escaped  and  took  refuge  among  the  Indians  on  the  borders  of  the  lake*: 
accompanied  by  a   crowd  of  armed  tenants.     Da}'ton  took  temponur 
possession  of  Johnson  Hall,  seized  Sir  John's  papers  and  read  them  aloud 
in  the  presence  of  his  wife,  the  beautiful  and  accomplished  daughter  of 
the  counselor,  John  Watts,  and  finally  conveyed  her  lad}'ship  as  a  ho$t«^ 
to  Albany.    The  rumor  followed  quickly  that  Sir  John  was  actuallj 
coming  down  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  prepared  to  lay  everjihing  waste. 
and  Schuyler  hurriedly  collected  such  material  as  he  could  coniniaml.  in 
*He  vidnity  of  Albany,  to  oppose  the  anticipated  attack. 

wiwhile  New  York  City  was  alive  with  conspiracies,  ima;j:iiian'  a^^ 
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real  The  secret  committee  made  out  a  list  of  suspected  persons  and 
served  upon  each  a  priiited  suuuuous  to  apjiear  and  give  security  on  oiitl, 
tbat  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  mdusures  hostile  to  the 
union  of  the  Coloniea  Heading  this  formidable  list  were  tlie  counselor 
Oliver  De  lAncey,  Hugh  Wallace,  and  Charles  Ward  A])tliorpe,  who  were 
in  the  huhit  of  visiting  the  governor  on  l>oan.i  the  Ditrhe^  uf  Gonhn,  in 
the  harbor,  and  were  said  to  be  privately  offering  bribes  to  induce  men  to 


nlist  in  the  service  gf  the  king.     Aptborpe  was  a  seliolnrly  man  of  lit^y. 
j       <<  quiet  habits,  cultivated  tastes,  and  social  prominence,  with  no  sjiccial 

iniclination  to  fight  either  for  a  crowned  liend  across  the  water  or  a  cn-twn 
tfhetds  upon  this  Bide.  He  built  the  .stately  nld  mansion  of  the  sketch, 
t  <Kof  the  finest  specimens  of  the  dome-^tic  architerture  of  (hut  peviiHl  in 
4  Anerica,  shortly  before  the  Revolution.  Tt  stands  on  the  corner  of  Xinth 
J.  AT(ane  and  Ninety-First  Street,  and  i.s  known  at  the  present  tinit-  as  Kim 
"A.  Its  recessed  portico,  Corinthian  columns,  rdnvsjiondinj,'  jiiliistiT*. 
j..|     «d  h^-arcbed  doorway  at  the  middle  of  the  house  opening  into  a  luill 
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wide  enough  for  a  cotillion  party,  give  it  an  aristocratic  air  even  now,  witL 
its  weight  of  years  and  interesting  associations.  Apthorpe  was  able  to 
satisfy  the  committee  in  regard  to  his  peaceable  intentions.  His  property 
in  New  York  was  untouched  at  the  close  of  the  war  (although  he  bad 
large  estates  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts  which  were  confiscated),  and  he 
resided  in  his  elegant  Bloomingdale  mansion,  exercising  the  generous 
hospitality  of  a  courtly  gentleman  of  wealth,  until  his  death  in  1797. 
In  the  winter  of  1789,  the  beauty,  wealth,  and  fashion  of  New  York 
City  gathered  under  this  roof  to  witness  the  marriage  ceremony  of  his 
"  lovely  and  accomplished  "  daughter  Maria,  to  the  distinguished  Hugh 
Williamson,  Member  of  Congress  from  North  Carolina,  a  bachelor  of  fifty 
years.* 

The  President  of  the  Third  New  York  Congress  w^as  Nathaniel  Wood- 
hull,  who  had  served  in  the  French  War,  commanding  a  New  York  regi- 
ment under  General  Amherst  in  the  final  reduction  of  Canada  in  176(i. 
His  wife  was  Ruth,  daughter  of  Nicoll  Floyd,  and  sister  of  William  Floyd, 
one  of  the  active  members  of  the  Continental  Congress.*  He  ii'aa  fifty- 
four  years  of  age,  brave,  generous,  upright,  and  a  chivalrous  defender  of 
colonial  righta  He  was  appointed  a  brigadier-general,  for  which  his  mili- 
tary training  and  experience  had  admirably  fitted  him,  and  with  the  fint 
intimation  of  the  landing  of  the  British  on  Long  Island,  he  placed  hiiuKlf 
at  the  head  of  his  command.^  In  his  necessary  absences  during  the  ses- 
sion John  Haring  presided  over  this  Congress,  a  tall,  fiue-lo<jkiiig,  <Lirk- 
complexioned  man  of  thirty-seven,  of  unblemished  character,  excelleoi 
parts,  and  a  fluent  talker.  His  residence  was  in  Tappan  on  the  Hudson, in 
the  vicinity  of  which  he  was  popular  and  influential,  and  constiintly  a>D- 
triving  measures  to  circumvent  the  Tories.  In  addition  to  his  Iqjislatiw 
duties  he  was  actively  employed  in  the  purchase  and  manufacture  of  salt- 
petre, and  in  collecting  lead.  In  consultation  with  Henry  Wisner*  months 
prior  to  this  date,  the  subject  of  the  practical  alleviation  of  the  mosi 

>  New  York  Daily  Gazctie,  Monday,  Jan.  5,  1789. 

'  See  p.  20,  note  (Vol.  II.). 

■  The  next  day  after  the  battle  of  Long  Island  he  was  surprised  by  a  party  of  Light  Hoi* 
under  Oliver  De  Lancey,  Jr.,  near  Jamaica,  and  seriously  iiyored  after  the  auirendfr  of  ■■ 
sword,  the  wounds  causing  his  death,  September  20,  1776. 

*  Henry  "Wlsner  was  bom  in  1720  ;  his  father  was  Hendrick  Wianer,  and  his  mother  •  N*** 
England  woman.  His  grandfather,  Johannes  Wisner,  was  bom  in  Switzeriand,  fought  noJ^ 
Louis  XIV.  in  the  allied  army  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  under  the  Duke  of  Marlboroogfc' 
he  emigrated  to  New  York  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Henry  Wisoff'*  re* 
dence  was  about  a  mile  south  of  the  \illage  of  Goshen  ;  he  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  ovin 
considerable  land  thereabouts,  and  a  few  slaves.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Norton.  His  piV 
services  began  in  the  New  York  Assembly  in  1759,  which  positioQ  be  held  for  ten  yat*'' 
Memorial  of  Henry  fVisner,  by  Franklin  Burdge, 
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ressing  need  of  the  Colonies,  war  materials,  assumed  tangible  form. 
mer  erected  three  powder-mills,  one  in  Ulster  County,  placed  in  charge 
lis  son  Henry,  and  two  in  Orange  County,  and  despite  innumerable 
ades,  and  the  risks  of  being  blown  into  the  air  through  early  crude 
messes  of  manufacture,  as  well  as  the  threatened  torch  of  the  Tories, 
mcceeded  in  providing  the  essential,  gunpowder,  in  quantities  largely 
3eding  the  whole  product  of  American  enterprise  in  this  line  of  all 
other  Colonies  combined.  He  was  warmly  encouraged  in  the  work 
;he  New  York  Congress,  and  through  his  energetic  proceedings  in  the 
ring  of,  not  Only  powder,  but  spears,  gunflints,  and  better  roads  for 
transportation  of  necessaries  to  the  American  army,  he  was  roundly 
aed  and  called  an  "  Old  Tyrant "  by  the  Tory  newspapers.  Wisner 
in  attendance  at  the  Continental  Congress  and  voted  with  that  body 
American  Independence. 

Q  March  a  bojrish-looking  youngster  of  twenty,  of  small  stature  and 
-confident  bearing,  had  obtained  through  McDougall  an  appointment 
a  the  New  York  Congress  as  captain  of  a  company  of  artillery.  He 
recently,  in  Columbia  College,  formed  an  amateur  corps  among  his 
>w-8tudents  for  the  culture  of  pyrotechnics  and  gunnery ;  and  had  for 
iths  been  engaged  in  military  gymnastics,  and  the  study  of  ancient 
iu  relating  to  politics  and  war.  One  bright  June  morning,  while  drill- 
his  men  in  a  field  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  (now  City  Hall  Park), 
attracted  the  notice  of  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  who,  quick  to  detect 
jT  gleam  of  military  art,  invited  him  to  his  quarters,  catechised  him  as 
bis  education  and  opportunities,  and  introduced  him  to  Washingtoa 
e  youth  thus  brought  under  the  special  notice  of  the  commander-in- 
ief  was  Alexander  Hamilton. 

The  month  of  June  was  one  of  perpetual  excitement  in  New  York.  It 
iS  rumored  that  the  Tories  were  banding  together  for  co-operation  with 
e  British  army  upon  its  arrival,  intending  to  blow  up  the  magazines, 
ike  the  guns,  and  seize  and  massacre  Washington  and  his  officers.  Con- 
eas  and  its  "  Committee  on  Conspiracy  "  knew  no  rest.  The  facts  de- 
kped  that  persons  had  secretly  been  enlisted  and  sworn  to  hostile  acts. 
le  lower  order  of  liquor  dealers  were  in  numerous  instances  implicated 
d  incarcerated,  as  well  as  multitudes  of  their  customers.  The  private 
bninistTation  of  justice  kept  the  city  in  commotion  and  the  members  of 
on  the  alert  to  prevent  riots  and  disturbances  therefrom. 


5te  Elting  wrote  to  Captain  Richard  Varick,  June  13 :  "  We  had  "" 


grand  Tory  rides  in  this  city  this  week,  and  one  in  particular  yester- 
y ;  several  of  them  [the  Tories]  were  handled  very  roughly,  being  carried 
longh  the  streets  on  rails,  their  clothes  torn  from  their  backs,  and  their 
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bodies  pretty  well  mingled  with  dust."  ^  Under  the  date  to  which  refer- 
ence is  made  (June  12),  the  following  minutes  wei-e  entered  upon  the 
journals  of  the  New  York  Congress :  — 

'^  Resolvedy  That  this  Congress  by  no  means  approve  of  the  riots  that  have  hap- 
pened this  day  ;  they  flatter  themselves,  however,  that  they  have  proceeded  from 
a  real  regard  to  liberty  and  a  detestation  of  those  persons  who,  by  their  language 
and  conduct,  have  discovered  themselves  to  be  inimical  to  the  cause  of  Ameria. 
To  urge  the  warm  friends  of  liberty  to  decency  and  good  order,  this  Congrew 
assures  the  public  that  effectual  measures  will  be  taken  to  secure  the  enemies  of 
American  liberty  in  this  colony  ;  and  do  require  the  good  people  of  this  city  and 
colony  to  desist  from  all  riots,  and  leave  the  offenders  against  so  good  a  cause  to 
be  dealt  with  by  the  constitutional  representatives  of  the  colony." 

It  was  shortly  discovered  beyond  further  question  that  Tr3'^on,  from  his 
safe  retreat  on  shipboard,  was  working  through  agents  on  shore.  Suspicion 
fell  upon  the  mayor,  David  Matthews,  and  he  was  accordingly  seized  «t 
his  residence  in  Flatbush,  Long  Island,  by  order  of  Washiugton. 
at  one  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  June  22,  but  the  most  vigilaui 
search  failed  to  discover  treasonable  papei'S  in  his  possession ;  and  nothing' 
was  subsequently  proved  against  him  except  that  he  had  disbursed  money 
for  Tryon,  who  had  offered  a  bounty  to  all  who  would  engage  in  the  cod- 
spiracy.'^  James  Matthews,  the  brother  of  the  mayor,  residing  at  Corn- 
wall, Orjint^e  County,  was  also  seized  in  the  same  manner,  but  he  was 
willin*i^  to  take  the  oath  prescribed,  and  gave  bonds  to  Haring,  president 
of  ( 'ongress  j^^o  tem,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  pounds  steriing,  to 
keej)  the  peace,  and  was  consequently  released. 

On  the  same  evening  of  Mayor  Matthews'  arrest,  the  Committee  met 


1  **  There  has  lately  been  a  good  deal  of  attention  paid  the  Tories  in  this  city.  Some  of  th* 
worst  have  been  cuirried  through  the  streets  at  noonday  on  rails."  —  Solomon  Droyntf  M.  D-* 
to  Solomon  Droume,  Srnr.y  June  17,  1776.     New  York  in  the  Revolution,  97. 

"  I  have  l>een  cruelly  roile  on  rails,  a  practice  most  painful,  dangerous,  and  till  now  pecnBtf 
to  the  humane  republicans  of  New  England."  —  Letter  from  SUUen  Island,  August  17, 1771 

2  Mayor  Matthews  was  imprisoned  for  a  few  days  in  New  York,  and  then  conveyid  t# 
T.it«  hfield,  Connecticut,  and  consigned  to  the  care  of  Major  Moses  Seymour,  a  relative  of  lu* 
wife,  Sanih  S<*ymour  Matthews.  He  was  confined  in  the  Seymour  house,  but  was  alloimi  lly 
]»rivile^e  of  tin*  village.  One  day,  while  taking  his  customary  walk,  he  omitted  to  rrtnri, 
and,  making  1iis  way  to  New  York  as  best  he  could,  placed  himself  under  the  protertio»» 
the  F.ritisli  Hag.  Fletcher  Matthews,  a  brother  of  David  and  James  Matthews,  had  nuni™ 
into  the  W(MMlhull  family,  and  resided  in  New  York  City.  The  three  brothers  were  ih*  •■» 
ot  Vin(  lilt  .Mattht  \vs  ami  Catalina  Alw^el  (daughter  of  Mayor  Abeel  of  Albany),  andth^g™" 
sons  of  Colont'l  I*et»*r  .Matthews,  who  came  to  this  country  as  an  officer  under  GofH»* 
Fli'tcher,  in  1()1»'2.  They  had  one  sister,  who  married  Theophilus  Beekman.  James  MtttJK** 
nianicd  Hannah  Strong,  and  they  were  the  jwirents  of  General  Vincent  Matthews,  who^irf 
at  Ktx  hest*!'  in  1^4«i,  at  the  head  of  ihe  bar  in  Western  New  York. 
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i  Soots  Tavern  in  Wall  Street  to  examine  ex-Mayor  Whitehead  Hicks, 
ho  had  been  summoned  before  them.  They  desired  him  to  show  cause 
hy  he  should  be  considered  a  friend  to  America.  He  said  he  had  shown 
oUiing  by  his  conduct  which  could  be  interpreted  as  against  his  country ; 
lat  be  had  for  many  years  held  honorable  and  lucrative  Crown  offices, 
Dsolicited,  and  that  he  had  repeatedly  sworn  allegiance  to  the  Crown. 
or  that  reason  he  was  not  willing  to  take  up  arms  for  America.  And 
I  his  father  and  brothers  and  some  of  his  near  relations  were  strongly 
:tached  to  or  absolutely  engaged  in  the  Colonial  cause,  he  should  never 
ike  up  arms  against  America.  He  said  one  of  his  servants  had  joined 
le  Continental  troops  as  a  volunteer  without  the  least  interference  on  his 
ut.  He  was  asked  by  the  chairman  whether  in  his  opinion  the  British 
iarliament  had  a  right  to  tax  America,  and  replied  that  he  should  be  very 
Dwilling  to  be  taxed  by  the  British  Parliament  He  was  asked  whether 
e  thought  defense  by  arms  justifiable,  and  said  such  a  course  should,  in 
is  view  of  the  case,  be  the  last  resort,  and  he  had  not  fully  examined  or 
nisideied  whether  every  other  necessary  expedient  had  been  previously 
aed.  After  a  series  of  similar  questions  and  answers,  it  was  unanimously 
Bsolved  to  accept  his  parole,  and  a  copy  was  given  him  to  sign,  which  he 
egged  leave  to  consider  for  a  day  or  two,  as  he  feared  it  might  interfere 
rith  his  oath  of  office  as  a  judge,  but  declared  he  had  no  other  objection 
o  it  He  was  allowed  to  take  it  away  with  him,  but  he  returned  it  with 
lis  g^roatuie. 

Several  others  were  examined  on  the  same  occasion  with  less  agreeable 
nsulta    The  Committee  continued  their  investigations  far  into  the  night 
Mayor  Matthews  was  arraigned  before  them  on  the  23d,  and  Counselor 
^nniam  Axtell  on  the  24th,  who  was,  however,  released  on  parole,  as  was 
•ho  Dr.  Samuel  Martia    John  Willett,  of  Jamaica,  was  compelled  to  give 
•bond  of  two  thousand  pounds  sterling  as  a  pledge  of  good  behavior. 
Oa  tbe  25th  a  warrant  was  issued  under  the  signatures  of  John  Jay  and 
GoQvemeur  Morris,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Wynant  Van  Zandt,  a  lieu- 
tenant in  Colonel  Lasher's  battalion,  for  the  apprehension  of  Nicholas 
Connery,  the  keeper  of  an  inn,  who  had  been  detected  in  selling  gun- 
powder to  the  conspirators.     By  the  27th  the  plot  was  so  far  traced  that 
IVmias  Hickey,  one  of  Washington's  body-guard,  an  Irishman  who  had 
fcwn  a  deserter  fix)m  the  British  army,  was  known  to  have  enlisted  for 
we  king,  and  to  have  used  great  exertions  towards  corrupting  his  com- 
edo.   He  was  tried  by  a  court-martial,  found  guilty  of  mutiny,  sedition, 
••d  tieachery,  and  at  ten  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  hanged  in  a 
Hd  near  the  Bowery,  in  the  presence  of  at  least  twenty  thousand  persons. 
lais  was  the  first  military  execution  of  the  Revolution. 
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Its  eflfects  were  salutary,  but  the  arduous  duties  of  the  Committee  were 

by  no  means  ended.    The  prisons  were  full  of  persons  awaiting  trial,  while 

I>etitions  for  clemency  or  release  poured  in  from  every  quarter  in  one  cou- 

tinuous  stream.     Sir  William  Howe  was  already  at  Sandy  Hook,  having 

arrived  on  the  25th  :  and  he  was  joined  by  the  whole  British  fleet 

June  2a  ** 

and  forces  from  Halifax  on  the  28th.  Philip  Livingston,  on  the 
morning  of  the  same  memorable  day,  reached  the  Continental  Congress  at 
Philadelphia,  and  taking  his  seat  again  in  that  body,  explained  the  peculiar 
and  imperative  necessity  for  his  colleagues  to  remain  at  their  poets  in  New 
York  while  the  city  was  in  such  peril ;  immediately  following  which  the 
draft  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  first  submitted  fay  Jdfenoa 

William  Livingston  had  been  in  December  appointed  a  brigadier-gen- 
eral over  the  militia  of  New  Jersey,  and  on  the  5th  of  Jane,  while  eetiif 
upon  a  committee  of  the  Continental  Congress,  of  which  he  was  aa  iasfOh 
tant  member,  for  the  establishment  of  expresses  to  transmit  intdljgBBW 
between  the  Colonies  with  more  celerity,  events  had  hmried  Un  to 
Elizabeth  to  assume  command.  At  this  juncture  he  waa  alim  vitli 
bounding  energy  in  the  raising  of  troops  for  the  defense  of  tha  eipond 
borders  of  both  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  He  was  in  dailf 
municatiou  with  his  son-in-law,  John  Jay,  and  cognizant  of  all  tliej 
ures  and  movements  of  the  New  York  Congress  and  "  CcMmnittae  on 
Conspiracy."  New  Jersey  rejoiced  in  a  new  Congress  fieeh  fron  the 
I)e(){)le  with  ample  powers  for  deciding  her  course  —  a  Congress  whidi  w- 
jranized  itself  June  11,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  great  thedffi- 
cal  politician,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  President  of  Princeton  College.* 
On  the  22d  a  resolution  had  been  adopted  to  form  a  state  govenuneDt ; 
two  days  later  a  connnittee  was  api)ointed  to  draft  a  constitution,  which 
was  reported  on  the  26th,  and  confirmed  July  2.  William  Li^-ingston  was 
the  first  clioice  for  a  governor  of  the  new  State,  and,  as  the  reader  will 
learn  in  future  pages,  was  soon  transferred  to  the  executive  chair. 

His  residence  in  Elizal)eth,  familiarly  known  as  "  Liberty  Hall^ '  ^** 
the  scene  henceforward  of  mauv  startling  and  romantic  incidents.  It  wis 
a  shining  mark  for  the  enemy,  for  no  bolder  or  more  aggravating  patriU 
wielded  jwn  or  power  than  its  owner,  who  was  styled  an  "  arch-fienJ": 
and  it  was  i)ointed  out  to  the  belligerent  foe  from  over  the  water  as  il« 
resort  of  the  *'  formidable  "  John  Jay,  whose  beautiful  young  wife  sp«it 
much  time  with  her  mother  and  sisters  within  its  walls.  It  was  hat 
that  Jay's  afterwanls  distinguished  son,  Peter  Augustus  Jay,  was  bom.ifl 
January-,  1776.     The  wonder  is,  not  that  the  British  sought  the  destrac- 


1  See  Vol.  I.  751,  752,  note. 
«  See  Vol.  I.  758. 
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'  the  (Iwelliug,  but  that  it  escaped  their  desigDS  unharmed.  "  If  the 
I  do  Dot  bum  '  Liberty  Hall,'  I  shall  think  them  greater  rascals  than 
or  I  have  really  eudeavored  to  deser\-e  this  last  and  most  luminous 
any  of  their  inveterate  malice,"  wmte  Livingston  to  his  daughter 
The  original  structure,  with  its  siucious  ai»artmenta,  higli  ceilings, 
irrow  duora,  remains  intact  to  the  jiresent  day.  The  npjKr  stoi^-  of 
etch  has  been  added,  as  well  as  extensions  to  the  rear  of  the  edifice 


)t  the  requirements  of  later  occngmnts  ;  modem  glass  has  taken  the 
of  small  panes  in  many  of  the  windows ;  and  the  deep  fireplaces  are 
1  with  marble  mantels  of  a  recent  f;eneration  ;  but  the  innumerable 
mpboards  and  artful  contrivances  In  the  paneling  "f  tlie  walls  are 
lieriahed,  the  old  staircase  proudly  liears  the  cuts  left  by  tbc  angry 
a  soldiery  when  thwarted  on  one  uocasion  in  the  ubjeet  of  their 
ind  the  flavor  and  sacrednt-ss  of  antiquity  generally  is  ])rescr\'ed, 
onae  stands  on  elevated  ground  some  nxls  from  the  street  (the  old 
jfiehl  turnpike),  and  retains  its  ancient  liody-gnard  of  lofty  shade- 
The  larger  tree  in  the  fort^gniund  of  the  picture  was  planted  by 
i^usan  Ijvingaton,  the  elder  daughter  of  the  Governor,  in  1772.    Mrs. 
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Livingston  was  a  handsome,  animated  woman,  possessing  many  of  the 
strong  characteristics  of  her  notable  ancestors,  Philip  French,  lieutenaot- 
Cirovernor  BrockhoUs,  and  Frederick  Phillips.    She  took  a  deep  interest  iu 
the  country's  affairs,  ably  seconding  her  husband's  scoffing  ridicule  of  kingly 
threats  ;  and  their  daughters  became  full-iledged  politicians  long  ere  they 
liad  attained  complete  physical  stature.    The  knotty  problems  of  the  hour, 
and  the  methods  and  details  of  solving  and  settling  them,  were  disctisse«i 
daily  at  their  table.     Even  in  the  most  familiar  correspondence  with  hb 
children  at  school  the  subject  uppennost  in  Livingston's  thoughts  oa*u- 
]>ied  the  chief  space.     As,  for  instance,  in  a  letter  to  one  of  his  boys  wiio 
had  written  home  of  something  which  appeared  in  his  lessons  about  ghosts, 
he  said  :  "  Should  the  spectre  of  any  of  the  Stuart  family,  or  of  any  ty^aiit 
whatsoever,  obtrude  itself  upon  your  fancy,  offer  it  not  so  much  as  a  pipe 
of  tobacco ;  but  show  its  royal  or  imperial  spectrality  the  door,  with  i 
frank  declaration  that  your  principles  will  not  suffer  you  to  keep  company 
even  with  the  shadow  of  arbitrary  power."    It  was  in  this  lepubhcan 
family  that  Alexander  Hamilton  made  his  first  acquaintances  upon  arriv- 
ing in  America  in  1772,  a  pale,  delicate,  blue-eyed  boy  of  fifteen  years,  from 
the  West  Indies ;  he  brought  letters  to  Livingston  from  Dr.  Hu^  Knox,  i 
clergyman  who  had  become  interested  in  his  welfare  in  Santa  Cruz,  where 
he  had  been  placed  in  the  counting-house  of  Nicholas  Cruger  (fomieriy 
of  New  York)  by  liis  father  some  three  years  before.     Through  Living- 
ston's jidvic^  he  entered  the  school  of  Francis  Barber  in  Elizabeth,  but 
"  Liberty  Hall "  was  always  open  to  him,  and  it  was  in  listening  to  the 
table-talk  of  its  guests,  among  whom  were  the  Ogdens,  Stocktons,  BouJi- 
nots,  and  the  learned  Dr.  Witherspoon,  that  he  obtained  his  first  lessons 
in  statesmanship.^     When  his  school  year  was  ended  he  applied  for  ad- 
mission to  Princeton,  but  he  desired  to  overleap  certain  details  in  the 
college  course  wliich  Dr.  Witherspoon  esteemed  incompatible  with  the 
usages  of  the  institution,  and  he  was  admitted  to  Columbia  instead 

Thus  must  we  penetrate  occasionally  beneath  the  surface  of  historical 
narrative  into  the  privacy  of  domestic  life  and  behind  the  scenery  of 
events,  if  we  would  trace  springs  of  action  to  their  source  and  analytt 
tlie  separate  parts  of  the  grcfit  tide,  wliich,  swelling  with  its  tributaries 
at  every  turn,  was  soon  to  overleap  all  bamers  iu  its  flow  into  the  sea  « 
substantial  achievement. 

1  Many  of  tile  youth  wlio  were  to  l)eooine  eiiiphaticaHy  the  men  of  the  new  genentioB •** 
in  the  classes  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Withers|K)oii  at  Princeton  ;  nmung  whom  were  Jftmei  Mit^W* 
Aaron  Hiirr,  Sanuiel  StanhojK'  Smith,  the  future  uccompliHhed  divine,  Philip  Frewww  ■* 
verse-maker  of  the  Hevolution,  Hugh  Henry  Hn*ckin ridge,  the  author  of  "Modern  ChiTibyt 
an«l  four  future  governors  of  States,  John  Henr}'  of  Maryland,  Moi^gan  Lcwii  of  Ne*  YA 
Aaron  Ogden  of  New  Jersey,  and  Henry  iiee  of  Virginia. 
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nder  the  hot  June  skies  of  1776,  in  town  and  country,  in  the  forum 
in  the  fann-yard,  in  congressional  halls  and  in  rural  town-meetings,  in 
ipapers,  pamphlets,  and  in  conferences  of  committees,  in  the  pulpit, 
in  social  gatherings,  the  question  which  was  to  decide  the  chief  event 
lodem  history  was  the  all-absorbing  topic.  On  one  point  all  were 
wl,  —  independence  could  only  be  obtained  at  enormous  expense  of 

The  new  jK)litical  creed  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  was  the 
.  heterodox  of  theories  to  the  English  mind ;  the  erection  of  an  inde- 
leut  empire  on  this  Continent  a  problem  of  far  greater  magnitude  than 
which  had  affrighted  former  legislators.  Nothing  is  more  remark- 
at  this  juncture  than  the  superiority  in  argument  which  the  legal 
ters  in  America  displayed  over  their  contemporaries  in  England 
never  they  touched  upon  the  professional  points  of  the  controversy. 
lawyers  shared  with  the  clei^  the  intellectual  influence  of  the  time ; 
were  generally  well-read  and  accomplished  men,  and  not  infrequently 
of  letters.  All  their  addresses  to  the  powers  beyond  the  seas  reflected 
pth  of  thought  and  a  wide  acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  com- 

and  international  law  which  astonished  acute  observers.  John 
DOS,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Patrick  Henry,  and  a  score  of  others  who  had 
i  educated  in  the  strictest  notions  of  rank  and  caste,  were  trained 
ts,  with  clear  conceptions  of  tlie  rights  of  mankind,  and  ready  for  tlie 
lendous  stride  in  human  progress  which  was  to  terminate  artificial  dis- 
tion  and  secure  freedom  and  self-control  for  a  nation  ;  the  Clintons, 
rises,  Livingstons,  Schuyhn-,  John  Jay,  James  Duane,  and  their  asso- 
38  of  New  York,  reasoned  with  singular  calmness  and  force,  standing 
a  bulwark  of  independence  between  the  conflicting  political  theories 
Ingland  and  America,  fully  prepared  to  dispense  with  the  customs  of 
uries,  abandon  entails,  break  down  the  Colonial  aristocracy  of  which 
r  were  a  part,  and  create  a  republic  in  which  the  people  should  be  the 
r  rulers.  Their  wisdom  exceeded  the  wisdom  of  Cromwell  and  his 
erents,  for  the  monarchical  i)rinciple  was  ostracized.  Their  conceptions, 
wn  from  the  only  free  and  republican  government  then  existing,  were 
ttuch  broader  than  the  source  from  which  they  sprung  that  no  rules  of 
on  could  be  borrowed.  Their  understanding  of  the  English  law  in- 
«d  them  with  both  caution  and  confidence.  James  Duane,  in  Con- 
B  at  Philadelphia,  pledged  New  York  to  independence,  at  the  same 
e  declaring  that  he  could  not  legally  vote  on  the  question  unless  em- 
rered  by  further  instructions  fi-om  his  constituents.  William  Floyd 
I  he  had  no  hope  of  peace  through  the  commissioners  en  route  jor 
erica,  and  believed  the  only  solid  foundation  for  government  was  in 
consent  of  the  people.     Kobeil  It.  Livingston  (afterwards  Chancellor) 
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pointed  out  in  clear,  elegant  diction  the  error  of  attempting  to  foin 
alliances  with  foreign  nations  at  peace,  while  in  such  a  disjointed  condi- 
tion. John  Jay,  summoned  from  the  higher  Congress  to  the  legiahtiTe 
councils  of  New  York,  advocated  implicit  obedience  to  the  popular  wflL 
With  rare  legal  acumen  he  pointed  out  the  breakers  ahead  should  the 
representatives  by  their  acts  exceed  the  authority  in  them  vested,  aol 
promptly  suggested  close  investigation  ;  hence  a  committee  was  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  who,  after  earnest  consideration,  reported  a  serious  existiif 
"  doubt "  concerning  the  power  conferred  upon  this  Congress  in  the  hte 
election  as  to  the  matter  of  a  total  dissolution  of  all  connection  witk 
Great  Britain,  and  solemnly  recommended  a  formal  vot€  of  the  whole 
Colony.  The  New  York  Congress,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  a  motioi 
made  by  John  Jay  (June  11),  called  for  a  new  election  of  deputies  iri» 
should  be  invested  with  full  powers  for  administering  the  govenuneatk 
framing  a  constitution  for  New  York,  and  determining  for  her  the  imptf- 
tant  question  of  the  hour. 

There  is  no  more  strikingly  beautiful  feature  in  the  history  of  Net 
York  than  her  honorable  attitude  at  this  moment  toward  her  own  intelli- 
gent and  liberty-loving  population,  and  toward  the  country  of  which  she 
was  the  great  cardinal  factor.  With  menacing  horrors  on  eveiy  hand, 
Canada  teeming  with  military  preparations,  savages  aroused  through  il 
her  wilderness  frontiers,  and  the  chief  naval  power  of  the  world  in  posses- 
sion of  her  harbor,  threatening  her  entire  conmierce  and  chief  city  wi4 
ruin  and  desolation,  and  with  the  pressure  of  unmerited  accusations  of  cow- 
ardice and  Toryism  from  her  neighbors  added  to  the  perpetual  clamor  (or 
stringent  measures  by  the  improvident  and  reckless  within  her  own  Iw- 
ders,  she  tested  the  public  mind,  giving  free  scope  to  the  expression  of  the 
latest  wishes  of  her  inhabitants,  and  awaited  the  result.  The  election, 
turning  on  the  pivot  of  independency,  occurred  June  19 ;  nearly  all  of 
the  former  members  were  returned,  specially  charged  to  vote  for  an  abeo- 
lute  separation  from  the  Crown  ;  but  this  decision  could  not  be  formally 
announced  until  the  organization  of  the  new  Congress.  Therefore,  on  the 
first  day  of  July,  when  the  illustrious  fifty-one  doubtful  and  divided 
men  assembled  in  Carpenter's  Hall,  Philadelphia,  to  consider  the  "  reso- 
lution respecting  independency,"  although  every  Colony  was  representfid. 
the  delegates  from  New  York  had  not  yet  received  full  power,  and  weie 
excused  from  action. 

Meanwhile  men  grew  fierce  and  uncompromising,  and  were  restrained 
with  difficultv  from  the  committal  of  overt  crimes.    The  old  feud  between 
the  Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians  was  lighted  afresh  and  caused  many  , 
incidents  of  a  riotous  character.    Rev.  Dr.  Auchmuty,  the  rector  of  Trinity  ^ 
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lurch,  was  an  invalid,  and  had  removed  for  the  summer  to  New  Brunswick, 
3W  Jersey.  The  care  of  the  parish  in  his  absence  devolved  upon  the 
ieBt  assistant,  fiev.  Charles  Inglis,  who  was  forbidden  by  the  citizens  to 
ay  for  the  king  and  royal  family ;  then  he  was  accosted  and  insulted 
tierever  he  went  in  the  streets  ;  and  finaUy  his  life  was  threatened  if  he 
d  not  desist  from  using  the  litui^  according  to  the  text.  To  officiate 
iblicly  and  abstain  from  the  mention  of  England's  monarch  in  his  sup- 
ications  was  to  violate  his  oath  and  the  dictates  of  his  conscience.  His 
abarrassment  was  very  great  One  Sunday  morning  a  company  of  one 
uidred  and  fifty  men  marched  into  the  church  with  drums  beating  and 
pes  playing,  and  bayonets  glistening  in  their  loaded  guns.  The  audience 
ere  terror-stricken,  and  several  women  fainted.     It  was  supposed  that 

Mr.  Inglis  should  read  the  collects  for  the  king  and  royal  family  he 
oold  be  shot  in  the  sacred  desk  But  he  went  on  boldly  to  the  end, 
Hitting  no  portion  of  the  service,  and  although  there  was  restless  and 
08tile  demonstration,  he  escaped  injury.  The  vestry  interfered,  and 
Mnpromiaed  the  matter  by  agreeing  to  close  the  Episcopal  churches  for 
be  present ;  and  they  were  not  opened  again  for  public  worship  until  the 
itjr  was  occupied  by  the  British. 

The  lines  of  demarcation  between  friend  and  foe  were  daily  becoming 
noie  distinctly  drawn,  and  people  were  compelled  to  show  their  colors. 
Ifeotrality  could  not  be  tolerated.  Men  who  withheld  their  aid  and 
xmntenance  were  treated  as  enemies.  Loyalists  were  pronounced  traitors, 
md  pursued  with  merciless  rancor.  In  reference  to  these  it  seemed  as 
if  the  most  ordinary  feelings  of  compassion  were  for  the  time  suspended. 
It  was  unsafe  to  breathe  a  syllable  against  the  American  cause.  Men 
leereted  in  the  woods,  swamps,  and  other  hiding-places,  with  designs  of 
joinii^  the  British  as  soon  as  they  should  land,  were  hunted  like  wild 
kttati 

An  incident  illustrating  the  spirit  of  the  times  is  told  of  Richard  Van 
Wyck,  one  of  the  judges  of  Dutchess  County.  A  young  farmer  was 
dogged  before  him  one  morning  charged  with  assault  and  battery ;  the 
«»  of  the  assault  shown  on  trial  was  the  crying  of  "  God  save  the 
•ong"  by  the  person  assaulted.  The  judge  said  to  the  accused,  *'  You  have 
^'lolated  the  law,  and  it  is  my  duty,  as  a  magistrate,  to  fine  you,  and  the 
Wi  shall  be  one  penny.''  Then,  putting  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  con- 
tooed, "  I  win  pay  the  firie ;  and  the  next  time  that  man  cries  "  God  save 
^  king."  you  give  him  a  good  thrashing  and  I  will  pay  you  for  doing 

*  Owidiiit  Buento  Van  Wyck  came  to  America  in  1660  from  Wyck,  a  town  on  the  river 
««k.  ia  Holland.    He  aetUed  near  Flatbnah,  Long  Island,  and  maiiried  Anna,  daughter  ol 
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Cornelius  Van  Wyck,  the  father  of  Judge  Richard,  was  an  el 
member  of  the  New  York  Congress.  He  was  a  warm  friend  o 
Abraham  Keteltas,  in  direct  reference  to  whom  he  seconded  the  i 
of  John  Jay  that  the  clergymen  members  of  the  House  be  at  libc 
attend  at  their  personal  convenience,  their  absence  being  esteem 
neglect  of  duty.  Cornelius  Van  Wyck  resided  in  the  house  near  Fi 
made  famous  by  Cooper  as  the  "  Wharton  House  "  of  the  Spy,  wl 
at  present  in  an  excellent  state  of  preser\'ation.  Dr.  Theodonis,  th 
brother  of  Cornelius,  a  man  of  sterling  qualities,  was  also  one  of  the 
bers  of  this  Revolutionary  Congress,  and  his  son  Theodorus,  alterw 
resident  of  the  metropolis,  served  with  great  braverj*  in  the  Revolu! 
army. 

New  York  was  one  of  the  busiest  spots  on  the  western  continei 
now.  Men  were  working  night  and  day  on  the  fortifications, 
were  coming  in  from  all  quarters  of  the  compass,  in  the  most  pictu 
and  greatest  variety  of  costumes,  uniforms  being  as  yet  in  the  tra 
state.  The  old  red  coats  used  in  the  French  wars  had  been  I 
from  the  garrets  and  turned  to  account  in  Connecticut;  theref 
juxtaposition  with  the  tow  frocks  of  home  manufacture  worn  by  h 
unteers,  appear^  ever)*  now  and  then  a  dingy  regimental  of  scarh 
a  trian<^ular,  tamislied  laced  hat.  Some  of  the  Marvlanders  wore 
hunting-shirt*  with  Ic^^jins  to  match.  Troops  from  Delaware  a 
dark  blue  coats  with  reil  fjioings.  S<ime  of  the  New  Jersey  nfleine 
in  short  ret!  ix^tis  and  strij^  iTx»users,  others  in  short  blue  c(k 
leather  breeches,  lisjht  blue  stockini:s.  shoes  with  brass  buckles,  an 
hat*  lx>und  \\ith  vellow.  The  Pennsvlvania  rejiiment*  were  in  i 
i\>lor?  of  the  rainbow,  bn^wn  a^ats  faced  with  buff,  blue  coats  face 
reii  brown  coat*  facet!  with  white  and  studded  with  gre.it  pewter  b 
buckskin  biveches,  and  black  cocked  hats  with  white  tape  bindinj 
blue  coats  faivd  with  white :  while  several  companies  came  withoi 
ix^ts  at  all,  each  man  with  but  a  single  shirt,  and  that  so  small  th 
New-Englanders  ridiouleii  tlieni  ;is  "  shoddy  shirts."  The  Virginian 
in  white  sraock-fnx^ks  furlvK-wtni  with  rutfles  at  the  neck,  elbo^ 
wrists,  black  stoi^ks,  liair  in  i;it>  aiivi  n^untl- topped,  bn>ad-brimme(i 

IX^niiiT^  .lvvh*nTw*  Tb<N>ion:N  ri^';bfr..-.>  'f  Hr.»«'l>-n.  .:v*  Vil.  1.  175.)  Their  ton 
dora:!^  vK>n»  1(^^>,  m*rrit\i  MArp^riiJu  .h:^:':.-  *•:  .\^^..L^m  Rrinckerboff)  and  C 
rMnoTfni  in  ITW  :o  rh:T.y«*  r,«;u.:>.  ::...  Wr.--  'c^iiTii:  \\re  Van  Wyck  nuinsion  ("^ 
Hoo*p"^  in  K^.  n.^w  .vni:i>i<vi  r  v  }>  at:^!.-  c^'.(,i<*»r:.  Mr.  Sjdnfv  F-  Vnn  Wvok. 
tW  Van  Wyrk  ♦^i's*>r>iiirT>  h*^-  iftr.  i  ~  Vn^:  .:ial  ti^r.  ^nd  f•u^^li«  rhartitrrsL  S** 
the  namr  haxt  ,xM:yor.i  Mrj.t'-  ::  ::■  ]  ^'^r.^.t: .i-y  <*\  N?w  Vork  ^n^t  th*'  Rrvolut 
t«v  >ia^iv  wTVfv:  :>•»:•  I-.^lr:  :s  :r  ■.  •-.*:'^-v''  S»vtTa'.  y<  \h*  iamil>  li^vi-  l**n  at  » 
aM  ai>*>«}»rr  «Nirm:fr  .v  ::  -  :>.  ;^::.:  .-L:,  :Y.  ••>  V^i,  ^ortlaudt  Van  Wy.  k,  «a»  Rei 
1^0^  l«^  )S\^  l>r..  aa.i  :>Ii 
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-  although  a  little  l&ter  the  Light  Dragoons  were  imifonned  in  blue 

bced  with  red  or  browu  coats  faced  with  green.     Washington's 
wore  blue  coats  faced  with  buff,  red  waistcoats,  buckskin  breeches, 

felt  hats  bound  with  white  tape,  and  bayonet  and  body  belts  of 
Hunting-ahirts  —  "  the  mortal  aversion  of  the  red-coat "  —  with 

es  of  same  cloth  gaiter  fashion  about  the  legs,  were  seen  ou  every 

ad  being  convenient  garments  for  a  campaigning  country  were  soon 

d  by  the  British  themselves.    This  was  the  origin  of  the  modem 

■,  or  pantaloon. 

picture  of  the  variegated  throng  of  soldiery  surging  into  the  streets 

r  York  for  its  defease  will  be  less  grotesque  to  the  reader  if  viewed 

nection  with  one  passing  and  final  glimpse  of  the  old  ca))ital  under 
role  and  silver  shoe-buckles.     Show  and  glitter  marked  the  dis- 

ns  in  society.     Dress  was  one  of  the  signs  and  symbols  of  a  gentle- 

slassical  lore  and  rufHed  shirts  were  inseparable.    It  was  the  habit  of 

mnanity  to  take  off  its  hat  to  the  gentry;  and  there  was  no  mistaking 

rberever  they  moved.     Servanta  were  always  in  livery,  which  in 

instances  was  gorgeous  in  the  extreme.    Gentlemen  appeared  in  the 
in  velvet  or  satin  coats,  with  white 

idend    vests  of   rare  beauty,  small- 

I  and  go^^usly  resplendent  buckles, 

mds  crowned  with  powdered  wigs  and 

I  hats.     A  lady's  toilet  was  equally 

dii^:  the  court  hoop  was  in  vogue,  i 

led  Bilksof  brilliant  colors,  and  a  moun- 

\  powdered  hair  surmounted  with  flow- 

ftatfaen ;  although  it  is  a  fact  worthy 

lemhraace  that  servants  were  servants 

n  days,  and  never  assumed  to  copy  or 

dnir  mistreBses  in  the  style  and  costli- 

f  their  attire.    The  democratic  hammer 

J  aoapended  over  the  doomed  city  was 

bdoe  the  taste  and  change  the  whole 

t  of  the  empire  of  fashion. 

ItRines  aroae  between  the  troops  of  the 

Mt  Golonies,  as  might  have  been  fore- 
One  evil  was  so  serious  that  the  New 

Congraat  sent  Gouverneur  Morris  to  Fhiladcljihia  for  its  abatement 

lev  En^and  troops  were  receiving  higher  wages  than  those  of  New 
nd  the  Uiddle  Colonies,  which  could  not  lie  tolenitcd  ;  the  result 

niMriop  waa  satisfacton-,  Congres.'!,  after  much  discussion,  concluding 
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to  raise  the  pay  of  the  whole  antiy  toone  general  level  About  the  middh 
of  June  tlie  Xew  York  Congress  ordered  the  public  records  of  the  Cfllxy 
removed  to  Kingston.  Samuel  Bayard,  Jr.,  was  the  Boyal  Secretatyafthi 
Province  ;  his  office  had  formerly  been  at  the  right  of  the  fort  gate,  H 
early  in  the  spring  tiie  books  and  papers  in  bis  custody  bad  been  tranafoRJ 
'  to  the  house  of  bis  brother,  Nicholas  Bayard,  near  tbe  pi'csent  osnxtdi 
Grand  Street  and  Broadway,  wlioae  wife  was  Catbeiine,  daughter  of  Pels 
Van  Brugb  Livingston,  the  Treasurer  of  Congress,  where  indeed  Smnd 
Bayard  himself  had  been  detained  a  prisoner  up  to  this  time.'  He  m 
ordered  and  requested  to  go  to  Kingston  and  remain  with  the  records,  ei- 
ercising  the  duties  of  his  officii  (under  a  strong  guard)  until  further  Dotitt 
Eobert  Benson,  the  Secretary  uf  Congress,  was  directed  to  assist  aud  iHe«i 

I  Ths  Bayanl!iH'<:reDrthcanej.;ntBrisU>crecyor  Kew  York  («ee  Vol.  I.  12S,  !41,Ul),«i 
men  of  wealth  and  culture.  They  were  deBc«nded  from  SmqqsI  Bayard,  and  Atm^  tht  Ml^ 
aistf  r  of  Gavcmor  StuyresaiiL  The  lutter,  a  widow,  brought  three  Bona  to  America  ii  IWT, 
Baltiiazak,  Nichoi.ah,  and  Peritfa.  Snniucl,  above  mentioDod,  wa*  tbr  gKat^grudaa^ 
Xl[.'lLoi.AH,  and  gralidiwn  of  the  Samuel  who  married  Hargaret  Van  Cortlandt  in  tiDI  (n 
Vol.  I.  4G1)  ;  be  at  a  laterdate  eoten-d  the  king's  aervlee,  and  in  177S  married  Catbiriw  Ta 
Home.  WillUin  Bayard,  who  was  at  tbe  head  o{  a  mentantile  boose  and  resided  at  tliii  te 
on  a  fine  estate  adjoining  the  villa  of  Oliver  De  L«ncey  on  the  Hudson  DtvTbirty-routhSM 
was  the  great-grandxoii  of  Baithazaii.  He  aympathized  with  tbe  Whiga  in  theearijpBl' 
the  controveray,  (pve  dinner-parties  which  were  attended  by  Jay,  Mortis,  and  ntben,  <■li^ 
tained  Josiah  Quincy  whenbe  passed  through  New  York  on  his  way  home  ftnm  tbe  Sootk,*' 
was  Kenerally  regardcil  as  a  patriot ;  but  lie  aubsciuently  took  the  oath  of  loyalty  to  tbt  Uif 
went  to  Kngland,  and  his  pniinfrty  wa.i  conKstnted.  John  Bnyanl,  of  (he  PennBylvmii  C<» 
mittee  of  Safety  anil  nftenvanls  colonel  in  thn  army,  was  the  groat -gmndsnn  of  PBTRri.*b> 
desrendantfl  settled  in  the  MiiMli-  <'olonies,  and  have  in  tlie  course  of  two  centniiatl^ 
married  with  the  Vasliingtona  of  Virginia,  the  Carrolls  of  Maryland,  the  .'^toi'ktoiii,  HA- 
Patricks,  and  Kerablea  of  New  .Itrsey,  the  Bowdiiins  and  \Vinthro|)»  of  MumachuMlt),  li** 
Lanceys,  Jays,  Livingstons,  rintanis,  Schuylcrx,  StuyvesantH,  VerpUnrks,  and  Van 
selaers  of  New  York,  and  otb'T  notahle  American  faniilies.     Colonel  John  Bayard  n 

fiDin  I'hilndelphia  to  New  Brunswick  after  the  war,  where  ki* 
a  presiding  judge,  a  trustee  of  Princeton  College,  and  in  17W< 
elected  mayor  of  that  city.  Hb  son,  Jnme.s  Ashlon  Bav-uia*- 
rifd  Kliia,  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rodger^,  of  iW 
Churi'b,  Xi'w  York  ;  Samuel  marrieil  Martha,  ilaughter  of  \xn 
I'ititanl  and  Sarah  Rloikton  (sister  of  Richard  StockUa.  lb 
/  Mg'i'^r);  he  »■«"  sei't '"  Knglamt  hy  Washington  to  proSMiH 
iniporlant  legal  claims,  and  Hrterwanl<t  lille-l  several  tXtm' 
1;  Jane  marri«l  Chief  Justice  Kirk|>alHek  of  Xf»Jn»?; 
Ha^t''^'  married  Samuel  Harrison  Smith,  editor  of  the  SfiaJ 
f  InUUigeacT  in  Washington.  An  interesting  relic  of  Pm" 
Batabii  is  a  large  n[id  heavy  folio  Bible  printed  it  DoidrBil" 
16P0,  illustrated  with  curious  maps  and  engravings,  with  bMT 
nl  writti'U  in  Dutch  ;  it  in  in  the  posaesaion  of  Un.  Cf^ 
Jniiies  Grant  Wil.'uin  of  Xen-  York,  one  of  the  descendants.  Four  of  tbe  Bayards  biTf  W 
pie<l  seats  in  our  national  Senati^  iluring  the  present  century,  of  whom  i«  Hoo.  TImH)  ' 
Bayard,  preunt  United  Slates  Senator  from  Delaware. 
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yard  in  the  removal  of  the  records,  and  James  Beekman  was  directed 
provide  a  sloop  and  accompany  him  on  the  passage  to  Fishkill,  while 
rck  Wyncoop,  Colonel  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  Joseph  Gasherie,  and 
iiistopher  Tappan  were  delegated  with  authority  to  provide  accommoda- 
iOA  for  the  records  and  the  Secretary  in  Fishkill,  also  proper  guards  and 
ber  securities.  With  less  ceremony  and  greater  secrecy,  the  Treasurer 
yd  Secretaiy  of  Congress,  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston  and  Robert  Benson, 
nveyed  its  money  and  papers  on  Saturday,  Jime  30,  to  White 
Luns,  where  it  was  thought  best  for  Congress  to  meet  on  Monday, 
aly  2.  On  the  same  Saturday,  Colonel  Joseph  Marsh  was  sent  to  Governor 
idiolas  Cooke  of  Rhode  Island  for  powder  in  his  custody  belonging  to 
icw  York.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  was  chairman  of  a  committee  entrusted 
ith  the  delicate  and  dangerous  task  of  bringing  vessels  and  cargoes  which 
ad  been  seized  from  the  enemy  from  their  anchorage  in  Fire  Island  Inlet 
)  the  city,  and  selling  them  for  the  public  interest.  He  was  also,  with 
knifort  Sands  and  Evert  Bancker,  an  auditing  committee  required  to  make 
onect  statement  to  Congress  of  all  the  cargoes  of  vessels  in  the  ]X)rt,  and 
C  the  amount  of  lead  and  powder  in  charge  of  the  custodians,  Richard 
Norwood  and  Colonel  Peter  Curtenius,  which  they  hurriedly  removed  in 
be  night  from  a  store  near  the  Battery  to  a  cellar  on  Murray  HilL 
botber  committee,  acting  with  the  soldiery,  transferred  the  cattle  on  the 
\n%  Island  and  Jersey  shores  beyond  the  immediate  reach  of  the  enemy. 
Dokniel  John  Broome  and  Colonel  Robert  Van  Rensselaer  consigned  sev- 
ail  prisoners  to  the  committee  of  Kingston,  with  directions  to  procure 
|Dod  lodgings  and  board  for  them  at  their  own  (the  prisoners)  expense,  see 
But  they  carry  on  no  correspondence  or  give  no  intelligence  whatever  to 
Wr  friends,  and  treat  them  with  humanity.  These  were  chiefly  British 
ofioen  and  their  families  and  servants  captured  on  transports  from 
Beotlaod. 

Washington  was  in  almost  hourly  consultation  with  the  leading  mem- 
bn  of  the  New  York  Congress,  several  of  whom  were  already  in  the  mili- 
tay  service.  General  Alexander  McDougall  was  exerting  every  nerve  to 
[npue  his  battalion  of  New  York  men  for  efficient  work.  General  John 
Ifarin  Soott  commanded  the  battalions  which  represented  the  city  distinc- 
Inrdy ;  *  the  oldest  of  these,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel 


Morin  Scott  waa  born  in  New  York  in  1730,  died  1784.  He  was  the  only  child  of 
and  Umrian  Morin,  and  fourth  in  the  line  of  descent  from  Sir  John  Scott,  Baronet 
CoQDty  Roxbury,  Scotland,  who  died  in  1712.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  be- 
■■•  •■i  of  the  moat  successful  lawyers  at  the  bar  of  New  York.  In  connection  with  William 
M^ptoQ  and  William  Smith  he  early  InKMime  identified  with  the  Whig  element  of  the 
Uoay  and  a  leader  in  politics.  He  contribated  to  the  Independent  ReJUetor  and  other  papers, 
*4  «w  tbv  author  of  several  offlciiil  and  literary  papers  and  report^.    From  17$7  to  1762  ha 
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John  Lasher,  a  man  of  property  and  influence,  was  composed  of  young 
men  of  high  position,  its  captains  being  John  J.  Boosevelt,  Henry  G. 
Livingston,  John  Berrian,  Abraham  Van  Wyck,  William  A.  Gilbert,  Abra- 
ham P.  Lott,  Samuel  Tudor,  William  Leonard,  James  Alner,  and  James 
AbeeL  Andrew  Stockholm,  Robert  Smith,  Isaac  Stoutenborg,  and  William 
Malcolm  were  also  efficient  officers  under  Scott ;  Colonel  Samuel  Drake 
of  Westchester,  and  Colonel  Cornelius  Humphrey  of  Dutchess  County,  eacb 
commanded  one  of  Scott's  regiments.  All  officers  and  men  not  on  actuil 
duty  were  drilling  and  flying  to  their  alarm-posts  in  order  to  become 
throughly  acquainted  with  the  grounds,  and  all  fatigue  parties  were  di- 
rected to  hold  themselves  ready  for  instant  action. 

It  was  in  vain  to  speculate  concerning  the  point. most  likely  to  be  fint 
attacked  by  the  British.  The  redoubts  and  breastworks  along  the  shore 
of  the  East  River  were  in  a  certain  sense  formidable,  but  the  enemy  mi^ 
effect  landings  in  any  number  of  places  elsewhere.  The  Hudson  River 
was  open  to  them,  or  they  could  cross  from  Staten  Island  into  New  Jersey, 
and  theuce  nearly  surround  the  city.  No  satisfiBU^tory  judgment  could  be 
formed  of  their  intentions. 

Meanwhile  the  scene  was  like  one  vast  beehive.  Soldiers  and  civiliiV 
ran  hither  and  thither,  every  man  in  the  performance  of  some  exacdo; 
duty.  Aside  from  the  numerous  fortifications  and  batteries  in  and  anHmd 
New  York,  on  Governor's  Island,  and  on  Long  Island, barricades  were  thrown 
up  on  every  street  leading  to  the  water,  chiefly  of  mahogany  logs  taken  from 
West  India  cargoes.  City  Hall  Park  was  almost  entirely  inclosed;  Broad- 
way was  obstructed  in  front  of  St.  Paul's  Chapel ;  another  barrier  rose  it 
the  head  of  Vesey  Street,  one  at  the  head  of  Barclay,  and  one  at  the  heed 
of  Murray  Street  A  curiously  constructed  barricade  stretched  aero* 
Beekman  Street  at  the  Brick  Church,  and  another  was  piled  up  in  the 
form  of  a  right  angle  near  where  the  Tribune  building  now  stands.  Tbeit 
was  a  bulwark  at  the  entrance  to  Centre  Street,  another  crossed  Frankfort 
Street,  and  still  another  near  it  faced  Chatham  Street  Thus,  when  the 
British  should  gain  a  footing  in  the  city,  they  would  still  have  to  contest 
every  inch  of  progress.  A  queer  little  fleet,  commanded  by  BenjanuB 
Tupper,  scoured  the  waters  along  the  New  Jersey  and  Long  Island  coasts 
to  prevent  communication  between  the  Tories  and  the  enemy's  shipe-  It 
was  made  up  of  schooners,  sloops,  row-galleys,  and  whale-boats,  and 
keeping  a  perpetual  lookout,  was  no  insignificant  element  of  dcfen* 

was  an  alderman  of  the  Out  Ward  ;  and  he  associated  himself  with  taukj  public  eiiter|vii' 
for  the  social  advancement  of  the  city.  His  residence  was  about  the  corner  of  Thirtr-tW 
Strwt  and  Ninth  Avenue,  with  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  well-cnltiTated  »fr»  ■ 
land.  In  1777  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  State,  and  senred  also  as  State  Senator  !■■ 
his  death.     His  remains  rest  in  Trinity  chorchyard. 
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to  the  Jersey  shore  the  veteran  warrior,  Hugh  Mercer,  comniaudiny  the 
Ijring  Camp  stationed  at  Amboy,  and  William  Livingston,  at  the  head 
f  the  Jersey  militia^  watched  the  movements  of  the  enemy  as  they  pro- 
eeded  to  encamp  on  Staten  Island,  and  prevented  all  foraging  incur- 
ious into  the  Jerseya 

Such  was  New  York's  condition  on  the  sultry  Monday,  July  2,  when, 
n  the  language  of  John  Adams,  "the  greatest  question  ever 
Idxited  in  America,  and  as  great  as  ever  was  or  ever  will  be  de- 
bated among  men,"  was  agitating  the  mind  of  Congress  at  I'hiladelphia 
so  such  intensity  of  enthusiasm  that  the  members  lost  all  sense  of  the 
ippaUiug  dangers  which  threatened  their  entire  seacoast  and  chief  city. 
Ihe  push  of  a  century  was  behind  them.     The  daring  men  wliose  names 
were  to  make  the  age  illustrious  were  alive  in  every  fibre.     The  inconi 
pmble  force  of  conflicting  opinions  developed  hidden  mental  strength, 
tod  gave  expression  to  impalpable  influences  of  which  the  air  was  full 
Hie  immortal  state  paper,  the  confession  of  faith  of  a  rising  empire, 
ieemed  charged  with  electricity,  and  the  heart  of  Congress  wanned  and 
beat  more  swiftly  as  the  conviction  deepened  that  in  its  adojition  a  bill 
of  lights  would  be  passed  for  humanity  at  large,  and  for  all  coming  gen- 
mtioQs  without  any  exception  whatever.     The  discussicm  was  conducted 
*ith  closed  doors,  and  ere  nightfall  a  vote  had  been  taken  which  was 
to  command  the  admiration  of  the  world.     The  following  day  was  occu- 
pied in  closely  scanning  the  language  and  principles  of  the  docu- 
■lent  as  submitted  by  Jefferson.     On  the  evening  of  July  4  it 
•as  fonnally  adopted  and  entered  on  the  journal  of  Congress. 

Thus  was  the  transition  from  vassalage  to  independence  accomplished 
m  the  midst  of  the  most  serious  alarms.  Thus  a  republic  was  inaugurated. 
Oiiw  a  nation  was  bom.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  inimedi- 
*ely  published  to  the  world.  But  no  signatures  were  yet  appended  to  it. 
)n  July  19  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  on  parchment  and  signed ; 
fter  which  several  days  elapsed  before  it  was  j)erfected. 
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CHAPTER    XXXIII. 

1776. 
July  -  DecemlMr. 

MOMENTOUS  EVENTS. 

Independency  proclaimed. — The  New  Youk  Convention  at  Whitb  PLArN&* 
Reading  of  the  Declaration  at  City  Hall  in  Wall  Street.  —  Hostile  Ships  mil 
UP  THE  Hudson.  —  Agitation  of  the  City.  —  Arrival  of  Lord  Howe.  —  I.ttex- 
COURSE  with  Washington. — Army  Officers.  —  Battle  of  Long  Island. —Thi 
Defeat.  —The  Retreat.  —The  Conference. — Evacuation  of  the  City.  —  Ooct- 

PATION  BY  THE  BRITISH.  —  BaTTLE  OFHaRLEM  HEIGHTS.  — ThE  GrEAT  FIRE  OF  1771 

—  The  March  to  White  Plains.— Advance  of  the  British.  — Battle  of  Wim 
Plains.  —  Washington's  Change  of  Position.  —  Death  of  Colden.  — Caftcri  av 
Fort  Washington  by  the  British.  —  Disasters,  i— March  through  New  Jeuet. 

—  General  Charles  Lek.— Crossing  the  Delaware. — Capture  of  Trenton  ir 
Washington.  —  The  New  York  Prisons.  —Condition  of  the  American  Armt. 

IV  T"0  telegraphic  flash  announced  the  final  action  of  the  Continental 
1  \l  Congi-ess  to  the  remotest  quarters  of  the  globe  while  yet  the 
gladdened  throng  outside  the  closed  doors  of  Carpenter's  Hall  in  Phila- 
delphia were  filling  the  air  with  huzzas  in  unison  with  the  joyous  peals 
from  the  State  House  bell.  Solitary  horsemen  and  slow  stages  conveyed 
the  intelligence  to  the  various  towns  and  cities  of  the  land.  It  was  re- 
ceived with  such  public  exultation  that  the  murmurs  of  discontent  and 
disapprobation  were  lost  in  the  general  uproar. 

New  York  received  the  news  on  the  9th,  and  on  the  evening  of  that 
day,  at  the  same  hour  on  which  Nassau  Hall  at  Princeton  wis 

July  9. 

grandly  illuminated  and  Independency  proclaimed  therefrom  under 
a  triple  volley  of  musketry,  the  Declaration  was  read,  by  order  of  Wash- 
ington, at  the  head  of  each  brigade  of  the  army  in  New  York  and  vicinity. 
It  was  received  with  enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  delight ;  and  amid 
the  ringing  of  bells  and  jubilant  shouts  the  multitude  proceeded  to  the 
Bowling  Green  and  demolished  the  equestrian  statue  of  George  III,  the 
lead  to  be  run  into  bullets  "  to  assimilate  with  the  brains  of  the  adm- 
sary."  As  some  of  the  soldiers  were  implicated  in  this  popular  effen*©- 
cencei  Wi^hington  tb^  n^xt  morning  in  bis  general  ord^r?  deoounc^  ^ 
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proceeding  as  having  the  effect  of  a  riot,  and  strictly  forbade  such  irregu- 
larities in  future. 

On  the  morning  of  the  same  day  the  newly  elected  Congress  of  New 
York,  styled  the  "Convention,"  assembled  in  White  Plains,  General 
Woodhull  presiding,  and  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  iiinnortal  docu- 
ment Thirty-eight  men  of  sound  and  discriminating  judgment  were 
present^  representing  the  Dutch,  English,  and  Huguenot  elements  of  the 
Ptovinoe.  They  knew  that  for  the  inhabitants  oi'  New  York  ultimate 
lucoeSB  oonld  only  be  secured  through  years  of  sorrow,  during  which  they 
were  Bare  to  be  impoverished,  while  death  stared  from  every  part  of  their 
temtory.  The  Morrises  must  abandon  their  fine  estates  to  the  ravages  of 
the  enemy;  Jay  must  prepare  to  see  his  aged  parents  driven  from  the  old 
homefltefld  at  Sye  to  wander  and  perish ;  Van  Cortlandt,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Sehuyler,  and  the  Livingstons  must  sacrifice  ancestral  wealth  and  cir- 
eniifltanoe,  with  all  their  feudal  train,  for  the  democratic  level  of  the  new 
deputura;  and  the  sterling  men  from  Try  on  County  must  face  the  scalping- 
knife.  But  they  had  counted  the  cost  dispassionately,  and  with  one  voice 
msolved  to  sustain  the  Declaration,  "at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  fortunes/' 
They  directed  it  to  be  proclaimed  with  beat  of  drum  in  White  Plains,  and 
in  eveiy  district  elsewhere,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  a  swift  message 
to  their  delegates  in  the  Continental  Congress,  empowering  them  to  vott* 
lor  the  people  of  New  York.  By  this  deci'ee  the  complete  union  of  the 
dd  thJH^gti  colonies  was  consummated,  and  the  whole  character  of  tlie 
ooDteat  changed.  A  separate  and  independent  nation  unfurled  its  fiag. 
And  New  York  was  declared  a  sovereign  State. 

Tlie  English  ministry  were  confident  of  crushing  New  York  into  sub- 
jection. And  yet,  with  the  cup  of  misery  foaming  at  her  lips.  New  York 
through  her  Convention  boldly  ordered  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
to  be  pvodaimed  from  the  City  Hall  in  Wall  Street,  in  the  most  public 
mumer,  and  in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy's  guns.  This  was  done 
Jnly  18,  thousands  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city  and 
coantf  listening  to  the  reading  of  the  document  with  raptui*ous  appi*o- 
haftiaiL  And  at  the  same  time  the  king's  coat-of-arms  was  brought  fi-om 
the  oourt-TOom  and  burned  amid  thrilling  cheers.^ 

Ibis  occurrence  speaks  more  directly  from  the  real  heart  of  New  York, 
IB  view  of  the  consternation  which  had  in-evailed  in  the  citvfor  six  ^  ,    ^^ 

*  "  July  17. 

d^iL  Scarcely  twenty-four  hours  had  elaj^sed  since  Washington  had 
advised  the  Convention  to  remove  all  women,  childi-en,  and  infirm  i^fisous 
aft  once, as  the  streets  must  soon  be  "the  scene  of  a  bloody  couHict.*' 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  a  nautical  movement  in  the  har1>or 

*  IVyoM  to  Lord  Germain^  August  14,  1776  ;  I>innj  o/th*  JUiuhttion,  *27^. 
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led  observ'ers  to  suppose  New  York  would  be  immediately  attacked.    Two 
large  ships,  with  three  tenders,  left  their  moorings  near  the  Narrows  and 
bore  down  upon  the  city.     Officers  and  troops  flew  to  their  alarm-posts 
and  made  ready  for  battle.     Women  with  young  children  in  their  anos 
ran  shrieking  from  the  lower  districts  near  the  Battery,  and  others,  carry- 
ing bundles  and  wringing  their  hands  and  weeping,  quartered  themselves 
along  the  Bowery  Road.     The  roar  of  cannon  from  the  various  batteries 
confirmed  every  fear,  the  Americans  having  opened  upon  the  vessels.  The 
decks  of  the  Phcenix  and  the  Base,  however,  were  protected  with  sand- 
bags, and,  taking  advantage  of  a  fine  wind,  they  sailed  proudly  by  the  dty 
unharmed,  replying  with  only  a  few  random  shots  which  crashed  through 
deserted  houses  without  doing  further  injury.    Towards  evening  the  firing 
ceased ;  but  ere  the  supper-hour  arrived,  clouds  of  smoke  from  boomiig 
guns  in  the  direction  of  the  sullen  fleet  at  Staten  Island  brought  eveiy 
spy-glass  again  into  requisition.     The  enemy  were  saluting  a  ship  of  the 
line  coming  in  from  sea  with  flying  colors.     It  was  the  transport  of  the 
Admiral,  Lord  Howe.     Meanwhile,  horsemen  were  galloping  {urioasly 
along  the  roads  to  the  north,  bearing  messages  from  Washington  to  hb 
generals  in  the  Highlands,  anci  also  a  letter  of  warning  to  the  Ck)nventioo 
at  White  Plains.     The  ships  had  not  been  sent  up  the  Hudson  without 
purpose,  and  whether  to  cut  off  Washington's  communication  with  the 
country,  take  soundings  in  the  river,  or  arm  the  Tories  preparatory  to  the 
grand  attack,  it  was  equally  important  to  circumvent  their  enterprise 
The   posts   in  the  Highlands  were  as   yet  scantily  maimed.     General 
Thomas  Mifflin  commanded  the  Philadelphia  troops  stationed  at  Fort 
Washington  and  Kingsbridge,  and  was  immediately  on  the  alert    At  nine 
o'clock  the  next  morning  an  alarm-gun  from  General  James  Clinton  tt 
Fort  Constitution  thundered  through  the  echoing  defiles  of  the  mountains 
opposite,  and  roused  his  brother,  George  Clinton,  who,  after  voting 
for  independence  at  Philadelphia  had  hurried  home  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  militia  of  Ulster  and  Orange  Counties.     Anticipating  orden* 
the  intrepid  legislator  sprang  into  his  saddle,  and  had  stirred  up  the 
whole  country  along  the  river  by  the  time  Washington's  express  reached 
him.     The  ships  of  war  anchored  themselves  quietly  in  Tappan  Sei, 
where  the  river  is  broad,  and  sent  out  barges  at  night  on  mysterious 
errands.     It  was  surmised  that  they  were  in  communication  with  forming 
companies  of  Tories  on  shore,  and  possibly  bent  on  the  destruction  of  oe^ 
tain  vessels  of  war  in  progress  of  construction  at  Pougbkeepsie.    One  d 
the  able  allies  of  Washington  at  this  crisis  was  Colonel  Philip  Van  Cort- 
landt,  of  the  old  and  honorable  colonial  family  who  figured  so  prominentlj 
in  the  first  century  of  our  history,  and  who  founded  Cortlandt  manor;  he 
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mmanded  the  regiment  detailed  to  guard  the  public  stores  at  Peekskill. 
t  was  a  brilliant  young  man  of  twenty-seven,  and  proved  a  most  effi- 
(Dt  officer.  He  was  the  son  of  the  proprietor  of  the  manor  at  that  time, 
erre  Van  Cortlandt,  who  was  soon  to  be  made  the  first  lieutenant-gov- 
nor  of  New  York  as  a  State,  the  grandson  of  Philip  Van  Cortlandt  and 
itharine  De  Peyster,*  and  great-grandson  of  Honorable  Stephanus  Van 
Drtland  and  Grertrude  Schuyler.  Both  father  and  son  had  nobly  declined 
le  offers  of  royal  favors,  honors,  grants  of  land,  etc.,  if  they  would  aban- 
)Q  the  popular  cause,  made  by  Tryon  when  he  visited  them  at  the  old 
iinor-house  for  a  few  days  in  1774.  The  younger  Van  Cortlandt  de- 
aoyed  a  major's  commission  sent  him  by  Tryon,  and  in  the  service  of 
He  new  nation  acquitted  himself  with  exceptional  ability. 

Lovd  Howe's  mission  was  peace.  He  had  no  very  clear  conception  of  the 
ctoal  condition  of  affairs  in  America,  and  greatly  overestimated  the  extent 
f  his  powers.  He  was  a  manly,  good-natured,  brave,  unsuspicious  noble- 
am,  who  thought  to  conciliate  by  overtures,  which  the  able-minded  of 
bnerica  regarded  as  an  attempt  to  corrupt  and  disunite  them.  The  prop- 
aitioiis  he  brought  from  the  ministry  left  untouched  the  original  causes 
f  complaint,  and  virtually  offered  nothing  but  panlon  on  submission. 
ie  was  vaguely  authorized  to  ride  about  the  country  and  convei-se 
Hth  private  individuals  on  the  subject  of  their  grievances,  and  report 
finioDa  But  he  was  strictly  forbidden  to  ti-eat  with  Congresses,  either 
KXitiiiental  or  provincial,  or  with  any  civil  or  militaiy  officer  holding 
congressional  commissions.  In  earnest  conference  with  his  brother,  Gen- 
••1  Howe,  his  views  were  confirmed  as  to  the  readiness  of  a  large  majority 
'  tlie  inhabitants  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  —  and  of  Connecticut 
''^tti — to  prove  their  loyalty,  if  protected 

His  first  step  was  to  address  a  letter  to  "  George  Washington,  Esq.," 
■kich  he  sent  in  charge  of  an  officer  under  a  flag  of  truce ;  Colonel 
Bany  Knox,  Colonel  Joseph  Reed,  and  Washington's  private  secretar}% 
hmaA  R  Webb,  went  out  in  a  bai'ge,  meeting  Loixl  Howe's  messenger 
*  t  point  about  half-way  between  Staten  and  Governor's  Islands.  The 
•eer,  standing,  hat  in  hand,  bowed  low,  and  said  he  was  the  bearer  of  a 
'■te  to  "  Mr.  Washington."  Colonel  Reed,  also  bowing,  with  his  head 
■■wwred,  said  he  knew  of  no  such  person.  The  officer  produced  the 
l^tat  Ckdonel  Keed  said  it  could  not  be  received  with  the  superscription 
•Wa  The  officer  expressed  much  disappointment,  and  said  Lord  Howe 
'■ttted  the  lateness  of  his  arrival ;  the  contents  of  the  letter  were  of 
IMeot^and  he  wished  it  might  be  received.  Colonel  Reed  declined 
^  polite  decision,  and  the  parties  separated.     In  a  few  moments  the 

>  See  Vol.  I.,  606,  genealogical  note. 
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oflScers'  barge  was  put  about  to  inquire  how  "  Mr.  Washington  "  chose 
be  addressed.  Colonel  Beed  replied  that  the  General's  rank  was  i 
known  to  Lord  Howe,  therefore  the  question  needed  no  discussion.  1 
interview  closed  with  courteous  adieus. 

On  the  same  day  Lord  Howe  sent  copies  of  his  declaration  in  ciicu 
letters  to  the  governors  to  Amboy,  under  a  flag  of  truce ;  these  pep 
fell  into  the  hands  of  General  Mercer,  who  sent  them  to  Washington, 
whom  they  were  at  once  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  published  for  t 
benefit  of  the  people  who  had  expected  more  and  better  of  England's  ooi 
missioners.  The  result  was  increased  inflexibility  of  determination,  % 
greater  unity  of  action  on  the  part  of  the  patriots.  Congress  delayed 
longer,  but  caused  their  own  great  state  paper  of  the  4th  to  be  engro88 
and  signed.  Of  this  last  solemn  transaction  a  humorous  incident  is  i 
lated.  Benjamin  Harrison  of  Virginia  (the  father  of  William  Hea 
Harrison,  ninth  President  of  the  United  States)  was  a  laige,  portly  gentl 
man,  while  Elbridge  Gerry  of  Massachusetts  was  small,  slender,  and  spu 
As  Harrison  threw  down  the  pen  after  affixing  his  signature  to  the  doc 
ment,  he  turned  to  Gerry  with  a  smile,  saying :  "  When  the  hanging  scei 
comes  to  be  exhibited  I  shall  have  the  advantage  over  you  on  account 
my  size.  All  will  be  over  with  me  in  a  moment,  but  you  will  be  kiddi 
in  the  air  half  an  hour  after  I  am  gone." 

The  day  following  the  reading  of  the  Declaration  from  the  City  Halli 
Wall  Street,  CJeneral  Howe  sent  an  officer  with  a  flag  to  ku 

July  19.  ^^o 

whether  Colonel  Patterson,  the  adjutant-general  of  Lord  How 
could  be  admitted  to  an  interview  with  Washington.  The  request  vi 
granted,  and  an  appointment  made  for  the  following  morning.  At  tl 
hour  specified,  Colonel  Reed  and  young  Webb  went  down  the  harbor  i 
meet  Colonel  Patterson,  took  him  into  their  barge,  and  with  much  livel 
conversation  escorted  him  to  the  city.^  The  customary  precautic 
of  blindfolding  was  omitted,  a  courtesy  warmly  acknowledged  \ 
the  British  officer.  They  rowed  directly  in  front  of  the  grand  hatter 
and  landing,  conducted  their  guest  to  the  Kennedy  House,  No.  1  Broi* 
way,  where  he  was  received  by  Washington  with  much  form  and  cer 
niony,  in  full  military  costume,  "  elegantly  attired,"  with  his  officers  U 
guards  about  him.  Colonel  Patterson  addressed  him  by  the  title  • 
"  Excellency,"  apologized  for  the  commissioners,  who  meant  no  disrespe^ 

*  Colonel  Reed  was  thirty-five  years  of  age  at  this  time.  He  was  a  native  of  Trentoii  S* 
Jei"sey,  gnuluated  fi-om  Princeton  College  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  went  to  Englandtoctf 
plete  his  studies  prior  to  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Trenton.  In  1770  he  m^^ 
Kngland  and  married  a  daughter  of  Dennis  De  Benlt,  agent  of  Massachusetts.  A  broAtf 
Mrs.  Reeil  had  conci'rtcd  with  Lonl  Howe  lK*fore  he  sailed  for  this  country  in  the  pwp* 
tion  of  con<'iliut()rv  letters  for  M*venil  pixiniinent  .Vniericahs. 
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and  produced,  but  did  not  offer,  a  letter  bearing  the  inscription,  "  George 
Washington,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,"  which,  as  it  implied  everything,  it  was 
hoped  would  remove  all  obstacles  in  the  way  of  correspondence.  Wash- 
ington replied  that  three  et  cetet^as  might  mean  everything,  but  that  they 
also  implied  anjrthing ;  and  that  he  could  not  with  propriety  receive  a 
letter  from  the  king's  commissionei-s  addressed  to  him  as  a  private  person, 
when  it  related  to  his  public  statioa  Colonel  Patterson  then  attempted 
to  communicate,  as  far  as  he  could  recollect,  the  substance  of  what  was 
contained  in  the  epistle.  Lord  Howe  and  his  brother  were  invested  with 
exceedingly  great  powers,  and  were  very  desirous  of  healing  all  difficul- 
ties. Washington  replied  that  he  had  read  their  declaration,  and  found 
they  were  merely  empowered  to  grant  pardons.  The  Americans,  having 
committed  no  wrong,  wanted  no  pardons  ;  they  were  only  defending  what 
they  considered  indisputable  rights.  Colonel  Patterson  seemed  confused, 
mud  remarked  that  this  would  open  a  wide  field  for  argument.  He  mani- 
fested great  solicitude  concerning  the  results  of  the  interview,  which  was 
csonducted  with  stately  courtesy  by  all  concerned.  Washington  invited 
bim  to  partake  of  a  collation  prepared  for  him,  and  he  was  introduced  to 
the  general  officers.  After  many  graceful  compliments  he  took  his  leave, 
asking,  "  Has  your  Excellency  no  commands  to  my  Lord  or  Geneml 
Howe  ?  "  "  None,  sir,  but  my  particular  compliments  to  both  of  them," 
^ws  the  courtly  reply.  Greneral  Howe,  in  writing  an  account  of  this  con- 
ference to  the  ministry,  observed,  "  The  interview  was  more  polite  than 
interesting ;  however,  it  induced  me  to  change  my  superscription  for  the 
attainment  of  an  end  so  desirable,  and  in  this  view  I  flatter  myself  it  will 
not  be  disapproved."  Henceforward  all  letters  from  the  British  comman- 
ders to  Washington  bore  his  proper  title. 

Lord  Howe  was  humiliated  when  the  truth  of  the  actual  and  power- 
lese  nature  of  his  commissions  entered  his  soul.  He  was  more  than  half 
'inclined  to  act  upon  the  suggestion  contained  in  a  letter  from  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, and  relinquish  a  command  which  would  compel  him  to  proceed  by 
face  of  arms  against  a  people  whose  English  privileges  he  respected,  and 
'^boee  wrongs  he  heartily  desii*ed  to  see  redressed. 

At  this  crisis  all  manner  of  sectional  and  personal  jealousies  were  dis- 
^ittbing  the  even  tenor  of  preparations  for  the  conflict.  The  troops  from 
tte  different  Colonies  regarded  each  other  with  curiosity,  which  not  infre- 
^nently  developed  into  animosity.  Those  wearing  high-colored  uniforms 
^rtiionably  cut  sneered  at  the  irregulara  in  lioniespun  tow.  The  officers 
^te more  troublesome  even  than  the  men:  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
*^kere  military  rank  was  sharply  defined,  they  were  mostly  from  the  citie.*^, 
•*h1  of  aristocratic  habits ;  of  Connecticut,  though  men  of  reputation  and 
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wealth,  they  were  often  elected  by  the  men  out  of  their  own  ranks,  and 
distinguished  only  by  a  cockade.  Then,  again,  pride  of  equality  pre>'aOed 
to  such  extent  that  every  one  insisted  upon  his  own  opinion,  and  was  ever 
ready  to  question  the  wisdom  of  those  above  him.  It  required  the  utmost 
tact  and  discretion  to  harmonize  these  bewildering  elements  and  maintiin 
the  semblance  of  proper  discipline  over  alL 

A  clash  between  the  two  generals,  Schuyler  and  Gates,  who  had  in 
charge  the  northern  frontier,  caused  anxious  forebodings.  General  SaOi- 
van,  who  had  conducted  the  retreat  of  the  American  army  from  Canada, 
was  deeply  hurt  when  Gates,  his  former  inferior  in  rank,  was  appointed 
over  him.  The  command  of  Grates  was  totally  independent  of  that  of 
Schuyler  while  the  army  was  in  Canada.  But  the  moment  it  crossed  the 
line  it  was  within  the  limits  of  Schuyler's  command.  Thus  there  were 
two  generals  in  the  field  with  corresponding  authority  over  the  same 
troops.  A  council  of  war  decided  to  abandon  Crown  Point  and  fortify 
Ticonderoga,  and  for  a  time  the  two  authorities  worked  in  unison  to 
prevent  the  invasion  of  New  York  by  the  British  boxsi  the  north. 

Tidings  from  the  Southern  department  of  the  repulse  of  Sir  HeniJ 
Clinton  in  an  attack  upon  Charleston  was  of  a  more  cheering  charBcter. 
General  Lee  wrote  begging  Washington  to  urge  Congress  to  furnish  moie 
cavalry.  With  a  thousand  of  this  species  of  troops  he  declared  he  oooU 
insure  the  safety  of  the  Southern  provinces.  About  the  beginning  rf 
August  the  squadron  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  anchored,  as  if  suddenly 
dropped  from  the  clouds,  in  New  York  Bay. 

General  Putnam  was  busy  during  the  hot  days  of  July  in  planning 
a  mechanical  obstruction  to  the  channel  of  the  Hudson  opposite  Fort 
Washington,  which,  however,  practically  came  to  nothing.     A  scheme  fof 
destroying  the  fleet  in  the  harbor  with  fire-ships,  proposed  by  EphndiB 
Anderson,  an  adjutant  in  one  of  the  New  Jersey  battalions,  occupied  con- 
siderable attention  about  the  same  time,  but  the  arrival  of  a  hundred  sail 
with  large  reinforcements  of  Hessians  and  other  foreign  troops  to  "asarf 
in  forcing  the  rebels  to  ask  mercy,"  necessitated  its  abandonment    Tte 
Phcenix  and  the  Rose,  in  Tappan  Sea,  were  attacked  in  a  spirited  manner 
on  the  3d  of  August  by  six  of  Tupper's  row-galleys,  and  a  brisk 
firing  was  kept  up  for  two  hours,  when  the  commodore  gave  th^ 
signal  to  retire.     An  attempt  at  submarine  navigation  also  awakened  iP 
little  interest  during  the  ^same  period  of  suspense.     David  Bushnell  rf 
Saybrook,  Connecticut,  invented  a  novel  machine  for  the  purpose  of  U<wr' 
ing  up  the  entire  British  shipping.     It  was  ingeniously  constracted  o* 
pieces  of  oak  timber  with  iron  bands,  the  seams  calked,  and  the  whol^ 
smeared  with  tar.     It  was  large  enough  for  a  man  to  stand  or  sit  insidfi* 
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\  top  shaped  to  the  head,  with  thick  glass  inserted  for  light ;  it  was 
Bnced  with  lead,  and  two  forcing-pumps  managed  by  the  feet  enabled 
occupant  to  rise  or  sink  at  pleasure.  It  had  a  rudder,  a  pocket-compass 
tened  near  a  bit  of  shining  wood  (for  light  at  night),  and  a  glass  tube 
closing  cork  for  measuring  depth  of  sea.  It  could  be  rowed  horizontally 
der  water  by  means  of  two  paddles  revolving  upon  an  axletree  in  front 
e  the  arms  of  a  windmill,  and  turned  by  a  crank  inside.  To  its  back  was 
■ached  by  a  screw,  an  egg-shaped  magazine  containing  one  hundred  and 
irty  pounds  of  gunpowder,  also  a  clock,  a  gunlock,  and  a  flint  The 
thdiawal  of  the  screw  started  the  clock,  which,  after  running  thirty 
inutes,  would  strike  and  fire  the  powder.  Tlie  magazine  was  to  be 
stened  into  the  bottom  of  a  ship,  the  performer  escaping  while  the  clock 
deed  out  its  minutes  prior  to  the  explosion.  Ezra  Lee,  of  Lyme,  Con 
scticut,  a  sergeant  under  Parsons,  was  sent  out  one  dark  night  (just  after 
le  retreat  from  Long  Island)  to  make  the  experiment,  a  party  in  whale- 
)8t8  towing  him  within  easy  distance  of  the  fleet  He  descended  under 
le  of  the  laigest  ships,  but,  owing  to  an  iron  plate  above  the  copper 
mthing,  could  not  fasten  the  apparatus.  He  tried  to  force  the  screw 
kkothe  ship's  bottom  in  various  spots,  until  warned  by  the  light  of  early 
iwn  that  it  was  too  late  for  further  effort  at  that  time.  Then  he  com- 
lenoed  his  perilous  return  of  four  miles  to  the  city,  where  Putnam, 
teons,  and  others  stationed  on  the  wharf  awaited  results.  Off  Gov- 
mor^s  Island  he  was  discovered  by  the  British  soldiers,  who  gathered  in 
?eit  numbers  on  the  parapet  to  watch  his  queer  motions,  and  finally 
owed  after  him  in  a  barge.  As  an  act  of  defense  he  disconnected  the 
Biguine ;  and  it  exploded  throwing  high  into  the  air  a  pnxiigious  column 
'  water  with  a  deafening  roar,  which  sent  his  pursuers  paddling  swiftly 
•ck  from  whence  they  came,  dazed  with  fright. 
Ike  city  was  like  a  furnace  during  August  Mrs.  Washington  was  on 
»r  way  to  Vii^nia ;  and  the  other  ladies,  wives  of  the  general  oflicers, 
Ao  had  enlivened  headquarters  by  their  presence,  had  been  sent  out  of 
is  way  of  the  coming  storm.  There  was  sickness  on  every  side;  soldiers 
tan  the  country  were  constantly  falling  ill ;  "  the  air  of  the  whole  town 
•WW  infected,''  wrote  Volekert  Peter  Douw.*    Alarms  were  perpetual.    It 

'  Tolektft  Peter  Doaw  was  one  of  the  able  supporters  of  the  RevolatioD.  He  was  the 
■fiiHJiUtiTe  of  a  substantial  Dutch  family,  the  ancestor  of  whom,  Volekert  Jansen  Douw, 
^■iB^wealth  and  influence,  settled  on  the  Hudson  in  1636,  whose  descendants  have  inter* 
■rtrf  with  the  Van  Rensselaers,  Beekmans,  Banckers,  Ten  Broecks,  De  Peysters,  Van  Cort- 
■Hl^  Lmniptona,  and  other  leading  families.  Volekert  Peter  was  bom  in  1720,  and  died 
■  WW.  He  was  the  Vice-President  of  the  first  New  York  Congress,  and  held  many  impor- 
tefOBtioiis  in  social  and  civil  life.  His  father  wa.s  Petrus  Douw,  who  built  the  old  house 
4Wi)fciihoeck  (the  Wolvea  Poipt)  Greenbutjh,  in  1783,  with  bricks  bn>ught  from  HolUn4, 
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was  confidently  rumored  that  the  British  intended  to  "  put  all  to  the 
sword."     It  was  suspected  that  they  would  attempt  to  surround  Man- 
hattan  Island.     Some  of  Washington's  advisers  thought   he  was  only 
endangering  the  army  by  remaining  in  New  York,  and  counseled  evacu- 
ating and  burning  the  city.     John  Jay  regarded  this  course  proper  if  the 
post  could  not  be  held  ;  perched  in  the  Highlands,  the  Americans  might 
baffle  England's  experts  in  the  art  of  war  for  an  indefinite  period.    Con- 
gress, less  gifted  in  warfare  than  in  constructing  an  empire,  abounded  with 
impracticable  resolutions.     New  York  must  be  defended  under  every  dis- 
advantage.    To  do  this  it  was  plain  that  the  Heights  of  Brooklyn  must !« 
held,  as  also  Governor's  Island,  Paulus  Hook,  and  the  posts  along  the 
Hudson  —  points  separated  by  water,  and  some  of  them   fifteen  miles 
apart  —  and  the  army  to  be  thus  distributed  numbered  less  than  seven- 
teen thousand,  of  whom  full  one  fifth  were  sick  and  disabled  from  duty. 
Few  regiments  were  properly  equipped,  in  several  the  muskets  were  not 
enough  to  go  round ;  scarcely  six  thousand  of  the  soldiers  had  seen  actual 
service,  and  skilled  artillerymen  were  altogether  wanting.     Before  them 
was  an  armada  outnumbering  in  both  ships  and  men  that  which  Philip  II 
orgjinized  for  the  invasion  of  England  in  1588.     It  was  snugly  anchored 
in  a  safe  haven  between  Sandy  Hook  and  Staten  Island,  with  no  possi- 
bility of  being  scattered  by  any  providential  stonn.     It  was  a  spectacle 
of  surpassing  brilliancy.      Thirty-seven    men-of-war  and   four  hundred 
transports  formed  a  bristling  forest  of  masts.     Tnistworthy  .spies  reported 
forty  thousand  disciplined  warriors  (accurately  the  number  was  atat 
thirty-five  thousand),  including  the  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  Hes- 
sians purchased  by  King  George  at  the  rate  of  $34.50,  per  man  killed, 
reckoning  three  wounded  as  one  dead. 

In  the  urgency  of  danger  Washington  called  for  volunteers,  however 
brief  their  terms  of  service.  Connecticut  responded  as  best  she  could 
her  population  being  already  largely  represented.  The  Convention  of 
New  York  called  upon  the  militia  to  form  temporary  camps  on  the  shores 
of  the  Hudson  and  the  Sound,  and  to  aid  in  repelling  the  enemy  wherever 
they  were  most  needed.  The  farmers  dropped  their  scythes  and  cycles 
with  surprising  alacrity,  and  manfully  shouldered  their  muskets.  King's 
County,  Long  Island,  being  reputed  a  stronghold  of  Tories,  the  Conven- 
tion ordered  that  any  of  the  militia  in  that  county  refusing  to  serve 
should  be  immediately  disarmed  and  secured,  and  their  possessions  1*^ 
waste. 

and  hu  mother  was  Anna  Van  Rensselaer,  great-granddaughter  of  the  firet  Patnxm,  mdil* 
the  great-granddaughter  of  Anneke  Jans.  His  wife  was  Anna  De  Peystcr,  great-granddttjl^ 
ter  of  JohaimeB  De  Pejster. 


MATTHEW  CLAHKSOif. 
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1  was  painful  beyond  language,  embracing,  88  it  did,  all 
laon  of  civil  warfare.    Fathers,  sons,  and  brothers  were  in  a  mul- 

of  cases  arrayed  for  battle  against  each  other.  The  efforts  of  the 
h  officen  to  enlist  the  Long-Islanders  in  their  service  was  not  with- 
«  effect  in  many  districts,  for  with  such  a  formidable  fleet  before 
Byes,  vhat  promise  could  they  see  in  resistance  ?  But  neither  Lord 
eoeral  Howe  bad  measured  correctly  the  spirit  of  New  York.  They 
to  discover  to  their  sorrow  that  the  influential  families  were  much  - 

nomerDusly  represented  in  the 
I"  ranks  than  they  Itad  been 
>  expect.  William  Flnyd  wrote 
Philadelphia  to  the  Uoiivention 
at  anxiety  concerning  the  uacaiH! 
■  family  from  Long  l^taml.  Ik 
earnest  inquiries  about  tvlatives 

penonal    friends 
tt  must  they  sub- 

0  f      Despotism  or 
iction  I  fear  is  their 

David  Clarkson 
y  quitted  bis  sum- 
residence  in  Flat- 
taking  refuge  in 
Bmoawick,  New 
j;  his  wife  was 
ipanied  by  her  wid- 
sister,  Mrs.  David 
Home,  and  five 
•wne,  well-bred  young  lady  daughters.  The  Hessian  soldiers  entered, 
imnsed  themselves  with  plundering  Clarksoo's  vacant  home.  They 
vend  his  choice  imported  wines,  and  exhibited  a  royal  drunken 
ion  the  back  piazza  and  in  the  yards.  This  lai^^  dwelling  was 
jqneotly  converted  into  a  hospital  by  the  enemy.  A  trusty  slave, 
le  moment  of  danger,  managed  to  secrete  a  larfje  amount  of  silver 

1  and  other  family  treasures,  which  were  thereby  preserved  to  later 
ntkniB.  Scarcely  had  Clarkson  heard  of  the  disasters  attending  the 
le  of  Long  Island,  when  the  great  fire  destroyed  his  elegant  city 
we  with  all  its  contents,  portraits  and  ancient  relics,  and  he  was 
md  from  the  greatest  afiluence  to  corapanitive   penury.      He   had 

^■ils  a  Dumber  of  houses  in  the  city  from  which  he  mipht  hax-e 
•rf  ft  fadeisble  revenue,  but  his  real  estate  was  seized,  and  lie  was 
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kept  out  of  his  income  until  the  end  of  tiie  war.^  His  two  sons  were  in 
active  service ;  David  was  captain  of  a  company,  under  Colonel  Josiih 
Smith,  to  which  Matthew  was  attached  as  a  volunt«er,  and  met  the  Bntish 
on  the  27th  iu  the  memorable  battle  of  Long  Island.  Matthew  (after- 
wards General)  was  a  youth  of  brilliant  parts,  handsome,  engaging,  and  rf 
great  strength  and  beauty  of  character."    He  was  shortly  promoted,  acquit' 


ting  himself  nobly 

half 

usefi 


throi^hout  the  struggle,  and  for  neari; 
century  was  one  of  New  YorVs  mot 
Hpiriti'd  citi/fiis. 

Washington's  deficiency  in 
ti^^^btiiig  material  at  this  oi- 
:;is  was  only   equaled  br 
the  lack  of  military  coon- 
sel  upon  which  he  coulJ 
rely.      Few  of  his  offi- 
cers were  known  to  ban 
superior     capacity    fcr 
war;     the    majority  of 
them     were     ontniK^ 
and  some  were  withonl 


36.     Ur.  CUrluoQ  mDiiaidii 

Nfw  Bniiuwick  until  \ittpa% 

TiT.  when,  throng  lb » 

tervpntion  of  »om*  of  1>» «" 

fritindi  who  hkd  etpoutd  tk 

''  Boy»l  CBUW,  ha  wm»  powtt^ 

to  return  to  his  hooie  in  Id- 

biuh,  Wring  hii  "ctM' 

iot,  fonr-whetlMl  eb«t 

chair,  ■ndmlkj'm^ 

^   RariUD.     Hr.  Nichol* 

Conwenborcn   wrf™*^ 

tiiiii  liome  by  a  kind  notp  of  congratulatioti,  niid  not  only  ofTered  hiavagoa  and  bonailvklf 
liiin  with  his  ruiiily  to  Itis  .spat  in  Flatliiish.  but  extended  hoepitalittn  to  tbem  ill  a"' 
tli«y  should  be  better  jirovided  for.  Tlie  Vaii  Honi«  returned  with  the  Claikvoi,  u^ 
although  avowed  Whigs,  were  treated  with  great  respect  by  the  British  oEcet*.  —  Tin  da'*" 
aona  of  New  York;  Vol.  1.  251-258.  The  eoat  of  arms  and  autograph  illostntnl  i«  I** 
sketch  were  those  of  Secretary  Matthew  CUrkson.  the  first  of  the  name  in  Naw  Yorii. 

*  Smith's  eompimy  was  the  first  to  cross  the  river  on  the  retleat.  and  Matthew  Clut^ 
slept  the  following  night  in  the  deserted  house  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Van  Home,  in  Wall  Sti^*- 
He  shortly  joined  the  fatnily  at  Uevr  BninswicW.  From  here  he  went  to  the  hwue 
to  his  father  in  Percepany,  occupied  during  the  summer  by  Gorenior  WU 
(whose  wife  was  the  sister  of  young  CUrkson's  mother  and  Ud.  Van  HonwX  when  W  ^* 
and  made  the  personal  acquaintance  of  General  Greene,  who  recommended  him  to  Wtf*' 
iii^ton,  liy  whom  he  was  appointed  aide-de-camp  to  General  Bcaadict  Arnold. 
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iptitnde  for  the  sendee.     Greene  was  stationed  at  Brooklyn,  and  engaged 
n  throwing  up  works  with  remarkable  vigor  and  rapidity ;  but  he  was 
caioely  thirty-four,  without  experience,  except  in  theory  and  such  as  he 
lad  acquired  at  the  head  of  his  Rhode-Islanders  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  his 
nilitaiy  judgment  was  crude.     Mifflin  was  about  the  same  age,  of  highly 
mimated  appearance,  full  of  activity  and  apparently  of  fire,  but  too  much 
if  a  bustler,  harassing  his  men  unnecessarily.     Knox,  the  artillery  colonel, 
ilthongh  brave  as  a  lion,  or  any  braver  thing,  was  only  twenty-six,  and 
'resh  from  a  Boston  bookstore.     Eeed  was  thirty-five,  and  invaluable  from 
nany  points  of  view,  but  no  veteran  in  the  management  of  battles. 
death  was  one  year  under  forty,  and  while  a  bom  organizer,  ever  on  the 
dert,  breathing  the  very  spirit  of  control,  and  possessing  a  well-balanced 
mind,  his  qualifications  for  the  field  remained  to  be  proven.     Scott  was 
)lder,  and  commanded  an  effective  brigade  of  New-Yorkers,  intent  upon 
iefending  their  capital  to  the  last  drop  of  their  blood,  but  he  was  more  . 
valorous    than  discreet,    and  violently    headstrong   under  excitement. 
Spencer,  bom  on  the  shore  of  the  Connecticut  (at  East  Haddam)  was 
rixty-two,  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  major-generals,  with  experience  in  the 
French  war,  but  he  stood  higher  in  the  esteem  and  good- will  than  in  the 
confidence  of  Washington,  for  his  wisdom  in  great  emergencies  had  not 
yet  been  tested.     Parsons,  the  Lyme  lawyer,  with  less  knowledge  of  the 
practical  application  of  the  theories  of  war,  and  younger  by  twenty-three 
years,  was  much  the  greater  military  genius ;  he  divided  with  the  un- 
tiring Wadsworth  the  honor  of  commanding  the  flower  of  the  Connecti- 
cut soldier}',  but  his  tactics  and  generalship  were  yet  to  be  learned  and 
tppreciated.    Wolcott,  a  statesman  of  fifty  ripe  years,  who  had  ser\ed 
the  Crown  manfully  during  the  stmggle  with  France,  and  whose  capa- 
ckms  mind  might  have  helped  in  grappling  the  pi-oblem  had  he  l)een 
{Hesent  in  season,  came  through  the  scorching  heat  and  dust  at  the  last 
Boment,  leading  the   several   regiments   hurriedly  raised   by  Governor 
TramboU  to  assist  in  the  city's  defense.     Stirling  was  also  fifty,  of  fine 
piBsenoe  and  the  most  martial  appearance  of  any  general  in  the  army  save 
Washington  himself,  was  quick-witted,  intelligent,  far-seeing,  and  vocifer- 
<W8  among  his  troops ;  he  had  had,  moreover,  considerable  military  school- 
ni&  bttt  his  special  forte,  so  far  as  developed,  lay  rather  in  enginery  and 
^planning  of  fortifications  than  in  the  conduct  of  great  battles.     Nixon, 
rf  ihoat  the  same  age,  had  served  at  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  and  for 
jwn  sabsequent  to  that  event,  fighting  at  Ticonderoga  when  Abercrom- 
«■•  wag  defeated,  and  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Geoi-ge ;  he  was  wounded  at 
wnkerHill,  from  the  efiects  of  which  he  was  still  suffering,  and  although 
MUBumding  a  brigade  his  endurance  of  any  protracted  hardship  was  not 
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iissured.     Sullivan,  a  lawyer  of  thirty-six,  who  through  the  fearless  exe- 
cution of  certain  important  trusts  won  the  good  opinion  of  Congress  and 
was  appointed  major-general  with  enthusiasm,  had  just  returned  from  an 
expedition  to  the  northern  frontiers,  when  Greene  was  prostrated  by  the 
i'ever,  whose  place  he  was  deputed  at  once  to  fill ;  but,  although  faithfol 
and  brave  in  the  superlative  degree,  he  was  imperfectly  acquainted  with 
the  geography  of  the  region,  had  no  time  to  study  the  details  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  was  personally  a  stranger  to  the  troops  under  his  new  oonunand 
And  Putnam,  who  succeeded  Sullivan  four  days  later,  with  the  advantage 
of  experience  in  arms  together  with  twenty  more  years  of  life,  and  posMSS- 
ing  all  the  elements  of  character  except  caution  most  needed  to  englge 
an  enemy,  was  indifferent  to  strategy,  and  had  little  actual  fomiliaritj 
with  the  destined  scene  of  action. 

The  majority  of  the  subordinate  oflScers  were  young  men.  Of  those 
afterward  best  known  to  fame,  Hamilton  was  nineteen,  Aaron  Burr 
twenty,  Nicholas  Fish,  Scott's  brigade-major,  eighteen,  Aaron  (^en 
twenty,  and  Samuel  B.  Webb  twenty-three ;  while  those  who  occupied 
posts  of  extreme  danger  and  responsibility  (other  than  already  men- 
tioned) were  no  patriarchs  —  McDougaU  had  but  just  rounded  his  forty- 
fifth  year,  the  two  Clintons,  guarding  the  Hudson  approaches,  woe 
respectively  forty  and  thirty-seven,  and  Van  Cortlandt  and  the  intrepid 
Varnum  were  neither  above  twenty-seven. 

Fellows  was  stationed  on  the  Hudson,  between  Greenwich  and  Caml 
Street     His  brigade-major,   Mark  Hopkins  (grandfather  of  the  distin- 
guished divine  of  the  same  name,  late  President  of  Williams  College), 
roused  him  from  slumber  on  the  rainy  Sunday  morning  of  the 

'**'  18th,  by  announcing  that  the  Phomix  and  the  Rose  were  coming 
down  the  river  under  full  sail  before  a  strong  northeast  wind  The 
conmianders,  it  seems,  had  enjoyed  very  little  peace  at  their  anchonge 
in  Tappan  Sea,  their  last  annoyance  having  been  a  night  attack  by  two 
fire-ships,  one  of  which  had  grappled  the  Phomix  and  been  shaken  off 
with  difficulty,  the  other  striking  and  burning  one  of  the  tenders.  To 
the  surprise  of  Putnam,  they  passed  his  sunken  vessels  opposite  Fort 
Washington  without  being  tripped  as  he  predicted,  and  rounded  the 
Battery  unharmed  by  the  guns  along  the  shores.  They  cannonaded  the 
city  as  they  proceeded,  injuring  many  houses ;  one  nine-pounder  entered 
a  dwelling  opposite  the  old  Lutheran  Church  on  Broadway,  dancing 
through  the  sleeping  apartments  of  the  family  without  hurting  anyone; 
and  several  much  larger  IxiUs  tore  down  chinmeys,  and  dropped  in 
Ixick  yards  and  gardens  with  stirring  eflFect  It  was  fortunat<»ly  an 
hour  when  few  people  were  in  the  streets,  and  there  was  little  if  ^! 
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s  <tf  life.  Divine  service  was  attended  in  but  one  of  the  city  churches 
i  that  memorable  Sabbath  —  the  Moravian,  on  Fulton  Sti-eet  opposite 
e  North  Dutch  ChurcL 

New  York  was  in  extreme  agitation.  What  was  to  prevent  the  British 
)et  from  running  up  the  Hudson  and  landing  in  the  rear  of  the  town  ? 
U  maimer  of  rumors  were  rife.  Persons  suspected  of  favoring  the 
aemy  were  treated  with  the  utmost  rigor.  Notwithstanding  the  vigil- 
Qce  exercised,  farmers  from  Queen's  County  were  carrying  boat-loads  of 
lovisioDS  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  to  the  royal  army,  and  furnishing  all 
be  knowledge  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the  campaign.  The  Tories 
rho  bad  been  disarmed  the  preceding  winter  were  hiding  in  swamps, 
loles,  hollow  trees,  and  cornfields,  or  cruising  in  small  boats  on  the  Sound, 
andiog  and  sleeping  in  the  woods  at  night,  and  taking  to  the  water  again 
n  the  morning.  John  Harris  Cruger,  one  of  Tyron*s  counselors,  whose 
life  was  a  daughter  of  Oliver  De  Lancey,  was  concealed  for  three  weeks 
apoQ  a  mow  in  a  farmer's  bam.  Theophylact  Bache,  fifth  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  attempting  to  preserve  neutrality,  found  him- 
idf  iu)t  only  an  object  of  suspicion,  but  in  a  most  delicate  position.  His 
only  brother,  Richard,  had  married  the  daughter  of  Franklin,  and  was 
•trong  in  sympathy  with  the  Revohitionists.  On  the  other  hand,  his  wife's 
•wter  was  married  to  Major  Moncrieflf,  an  officer  in  the  king's  service.^ 
Vn.  MoncriefT  was  ill  at  his  house  in  Flatbush,  and  a  letter  addressed  to 
ker  husband  without  signature  was  intercepted  and  accredited  to  Bache. 
He  was  summoned  before  the  Committee,  and,  instead  of  obeying,  wrote 
pntoting  that  he  had  disregarded  no  order  of  Congress,  Continental  or 
IVovincial,  nor  was  it  his  intention,  but  the  distress  of  Mrs.  Bache  and  his 
namerous  family,  occasioned  by  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  necessitated  his 
exertions  to  "  save  them  from  the  horrible  calamities  of  the  approaching 
wnffict"  Presently  he  was  warned  that  a  band  of  "  Tory-hunters "  were 
OD  their  way  to  capture  him,  and  escaped  in  the  night  in  company 
with  his  brother-in-law,  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt  They  had  serious 
iiventoies :  Van  Coi-tlandt  was  concealed  in  a  cow-house  for  ten  days, 
the  ooDscientious  Dutch  farmer  walking  backwards  when  he  carried  him 
tui  meals,  in  order  to  be  able  to  swear  that  he  had  not  seen  him.  Both 
Bntlemen  at  last  reached  the  British  lines  on  Staten  Island  in  safety. 

On  Wednesday  a  thunder-storm  of  unparalleled  severity  hung  over  the 
cityfeom  seven  to  ten  in  the  evening;  four  men,  three  of  whom 
^•w  army  officers,  were  killed  by  lightning,  and  several  others 

*  8tt  Vol.  T.  760  (genealogical  reference  in  note) ;  Aagostns  Van  Cortlandt  was  of  the 
»«4tf»  branch  of  the  Van  Coiilandts,  the  son  of  Frederick  Van  Cortlandt  and  Frances  Jay, 
*"A  timi  tht  fiist  ooQsiii  of  John  Jay.    See  Vol  1.  006,  607,  note. 
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injured ;  numerous  buildings  and  trees,  and  one  vessel  at  the  dock,  were 
struck,  the  thunder  roaring  in  a  continuous  peal  for  hours.  In  the  mid^i 
of  the  tempest  the  ever-watchful  William  Livingston  upon  the  Jersey 
shore  having  sent  a  spy  into  the  enemy's  camp  on  Staten  Island  at  mid- 
I  ght  the  day  before  despatched  by  messenger  a  letter  written  in  all 
1  aste  to  Washington  w  th  the  atelbgeoce  that  twenty  thousand  troops 
had  embarked  for  a  movement  upon  New  York.  A  copy  of  the  com- 
municatiou  was  at  once  forwarded  to  the  Conventiou  at  White  Pla 


Sktteh  sf  BattlrOrHMl. 

The  ue\t  moiiiiug  the  liooming  of  cannon  was  heard,  and  columiu  fi 

smoke  were  descried  Arising  from  the  direction  of  Gravesend,  Loi? 

Isliind.     Three  frigates,  Ph/gnix,  Rose,  and  Greyhound,  had  takes 

their  stations  as  covering-ships  for  the  lauding,  and  before  noon  the  n»* 

!ind  plains  in  and  about  Gravesend  and  New  Utrecht  were  throi^edwiti 

scarlet  uniforms  and  glittering  with  burnished   steel.     Colonel  Hul 

1  Edwanl  Hand  iritn  s  nntive  ot  ClydutT,  King's  County,  Ireland  ;  he  vtUed  in  ?mi^ 
vanin  in  17?4,  intendinK  to  pnctice  his  profpssion,  — th»t  of  a  mirgeoD.  H«  joined  A*  "^ 
at  the  outa«t  of  the  Revolution,  an<l  remained  in  service  until  the  cIom  of  the  aw.  !■  ™ 
he  w»8  maile  a  brigsdiBr-genpral.  He  was  thirty-two  yeara  of  age  at  the  tima  of  the  tat** 
Iiong  Itlaod,  of  fine  martial  figure,  ami  distingiiiahed  imong  the  officers  for  hii  noU>  ■** 
mawUpk  After  tbi  w  faa  held  offlcea  or  i-ivil  tnut,  was  a  member  oT  the  Oitf* ' 
J7U-  '•  •'*nd  to  lb*  Fttui^nnik  ooiHtltitttM)  of  ITMi 
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stationed  upon  heights  near  what  is  now  Fort  Hamilton,  watched  the 
wene  with  interest,  and  fell  back  with  his  command,  driving  before  him 
what  cattle  he  could,  and  setting  fire  to  haystacks  and  provender  along 
Lhe  route,  taking  position  finally  upon  a  hill  commanding  the  central 
road  leading  from  Flatbush  to  Brooklyn,  Regiment  after  regiment 
crossed  over  from  New  York  to  meet  the  foe.  Sullivan  was  on  the  wing, 
ind  threw  out  detachments  in  various  directions  to  guard  the  passes 
luough  the  natural  depressions  of  the  woody  ridge  of  hills,  of  which 
iiere  were  four  within  six  miles  fi-om  the  harbor.  Lord  Comwallis 
idvanced  rapidly  to  seize  the  central  pass ;  but,  finding  Hand  and  his 
iflemen  ready  for  a  vigorous  defense,  took  post  for  the  night  in  the  village 
4  Flatbush. 

The  Convention  at  White  Plains  was  summoned  that  afternoon  at  a 
nmewhat  unusual  hour  by  "  the  ringing  of  the  belL"  Livingston's  letter 
O.Washington  had  arrived,  and  was  presented  by. John  Sloss  Hobart, 
rho  informed  the  gentlemen  that  the  landing  had  already  been  eflected. 
[nfimnation  from  Livingston  that  the  British  army  "  had  eaten  up  all  the 
sattle  on  Staten  Island,  and  were  now  killing  and  barreling  the  country 
Mines  for  food,"  induced  the  Convention  to  resolve  upon  a  plan  to  hinder 
neat  supplies ;  WoodhuU,  the  president,  was  in  control  of  the  militia  of 
Long  Island,  and  was  at  once  directed  to  proceed  with  a  ti'oop  of  horse  to 
XHnts  eastward  of  the  British  encampment,  and  remove  or  kill  stock, 
Jam  bams,  and  destroy  mills,  as  the  urgency  of  the  case  might  demand, 
ind  as  far  as  practicable  prevent  foraging  incursions.  He  was  to  depend 
br  his  force  chiefly  upon  the  militia  of  Suffolk  and  Queen's  counties; 
ilthough  Washington  was  requested  to  order  Smith's  and  Kemsen's 
Kgiments  to  his  assistance  But  these  regiments  were  unable  to  reach 
Idm,  as  the  sequel  proved. 

For  some  reason  unaccountable  to  the  Americans  the  British  did  not  push 

Eonraid  on  the  23d  as  anticipated.     General  Howe  issued  a  proclamation 

to  the  people  of  Long  Island  ofifering  protection  and  favor  if  they  would 

ihop  their  rebellious  arms,  presumably  forced  upon  them  by  their  leaders, 

tad  was  surprised  at  the  limited  number  who  responded.     On  the  24th 

ttis  gieat  military  host,  one  of  the  finest  and  best  officered  ever 

mt  out  of  Great  Britain,  remained  apparently  idle,  stretched 

doqg  the  <xmiitry  on  the  flats  beyond  the  chain  of  wooded  hiUs.     Hand 

iridl  his  nflemen  still  guarded  the  chief  Central  Pass,  having  thrown  up 

ttudoQbt;  and  detachments  numbering  in  all  some  twenty-five  hundred 

serttered  along  the  thicket  for  full  six  miles — distant  from  the  lines 

Mk^  fitom  one  and  a  half  to  three  miles.     Washington  was  aston- 

n  sad  ehagrined  at  the  uumilitary  and  irregular  proceedings  of  his 
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troops  in  a  multitude  of  instances,  which  he  discovered  on  his  visit  of 
inspection  during  the  day  on  Satuixlay.  Detachments  skirmished  with 
the  vanguard  of  the  enemy  without  orders  and  with  little  method,  and 
others,  scarcely  better  than  marauding  parties,  robbed  dwellings,  bams, 
and  hen-roosts,  and  burned  the  houses  of  friend  and  foe  alike.  He  issued 
severe  orders  for  the  suppression  of  such  lawless  conduct,  and  sent  Put- 
nam to  supersede  Sullivan,  as  better  able,  in  his  judgment,  to  harmoime 
the  diverse  elements  of  which  the  army  was  composed  And  to  Sullivan, 
with  Stirling  as  his  second,  was  assigned  the  command  of  the  troops  out- 
side the  lines. 

These  lines,  extending  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  were  defended 
by  ditches  and  felled  trees,  the  counterscarp  and  parapet  fraised  with 
sharpened  stakes.  Sunday  the  25th  and  Monday  the  26th  were  busy, 
anxious,  watchful  days  for  the  American  generals,  and  the  troops  were 
continually  at  their  alarm-posts.  Howe  had  miscalculated  the  opposing 
force,  and  believed  he  was  to  contend  with  at  least  forty  thousand ;  hence 
his  plan  of  attack  was  elaborate.  Had  he  known  what  is  now  so  clear  to 
posterity,  that  not  over  seven  thousand  men  fit  for  duty  were  in  the 
American  camp  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  (the  numbers  were  swollen 
by  the  regiments  ordered  over  from  New  York  on  the  following  day),  be 
might  have  exercised  less  caution  with  greater  success.  His  own  com- 
plete force,  including  oflficei's,  was  twenty-one  thousand,  outnumbering  the 
Americans  three  to  one.^ 

About  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  Hand  and  his  riflemen^ 
Avho  had  been  on  almost  constant  duty  for  six  entire  days,  were  relieved, 
and,  returning  to  the  lines,  dropped  upon  the  wet  ground  to  sleep. 
*  Even  now  the  army  of  King  George  was  in  motion.  The  advance 
was  by  three  distinct  columns.  It  was  arranged  that  a  squadron  of  five 
ships  under  Sir  Peter  Parker  should  divert  attention  by  menacing  the  city 
of  New  York  in  the  early  morning.  Meanwhile  Major-General  Grant, 
moving  along  the  coast  road  near  the  Narrows,  was  to  feign  an  attack  upon 
the  Americans  in  that  quarter,  and  De  Heister  with  his  Hessians,  was  to 
force  the  Central  Flatbush  Pjiss  at  a  given  signal ;  the  thinl  division. 

1  Authorities  consulted  in  writing  this  brief  description  of  the  Battle  of  Long  IsUod  ii* 
elude,  Bancroft's  Hislory  of  the  UniUd  States  ;  StUes*8  History  of  the  City  of  Brooklyn  ;  Jm*' 
History  of  New  York  during  the  Revolutimiary  War ;  Johnson*s  Campaign  of  ITlSanmU 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  ;  Thompson's  History  of  Long  Island  ;  Irving" s  Life  of  Waikinfis* ; 
Moore's  Diary  of  the  American  Revolution  ;  Sparks's  Life  of  Washington  ;  Mom's  Rndtr 
tion  :  Lord  Mahon's  History  of  England ;  Nasli's  Journal ;  Heath's  Memoirs ;  JounaU  if 
the  New  York  ConventUni ;  New  York  RevoltUionary  Papers  ;  New  York  in  the  Amenea^ 
Revolution;  Force  ;  Cordon;  Dun  lap :  together  with  biographical  sketches,  private  letteni 
and  documents  too  numerous  to  cite. 
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iDy  the  main  body,  —  a  column  ten  thousand  strong,  —  comprising  the 
lioest  battalions,  and  led  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Lord  Percy,  and  Loixi 
mwallis,  and  accompanied  by  General  Howe  himself,  made  a  long 
tour  of  nine  miles  in  the  dead  of  night,  guided  by  farmera  of  the  region, 
the  Jamaica  Pass.  The  intention  was  to  interpose  itself  l)etween  the 
ioded  hills  and  the  lines  before  an  alarm  could  be  sounded,  thereby 
ttii^  off  the  retreat  of  the  scattering  detachments.  Tents  were  left 
UDding  and  camp-fires  burning,  to  deceive  the  American  guards  in  the 
ights  above.  The  march  was  conducted  in  strict  silence,  and  the 
eat  hostile  body  as  it  moved  along  in  the  darkness  irresistibly  swept 
to  its  grasp  every  human  being  within  its  reach  who  might  perchance 
ve  information.  The  first  glimpses  of  early  dawn  were  not  yet  per- 
dvable,  when,  removing  fences  and  taking  a  short  cut  across  the  fields,  the 
domn  halted  in  the  open  lots  in  front  of  Howard's  tavern,  now  standing 
^  the  intersection  of  Broadway  and  the  Jamaica  turnpike,  a  little  to  the 
nitheast  of  the  winding  defile,  which  was  guarded  only  by  a  mounted 
afcrol  of  five  officers.^  These  guards  were  on  the  Jamaica  road  a  little 
ebw,  listening  for  signs  and  sounds  of  the  enemy  (never  dreaming  it 
ouH  slip  across  lots  so  quietly)  and  were  almost  immediately  discov- 
fred  and  captured;  thus  was  the  only  obstacle  on  the  Jamaica  route 
•hnmgh  the  Pass  removed.  The  innkeeper  and  his  son  were  com- 
piled to  guide  the  British  around  to  the  road  as  soon  as  it  was  found 
to  be  unguarded.  About  nine  o'clock  De  Heister,  who  had  been  firing 
nmdoin  guns  without  stirring  from  his  post,  to  the  great  perplexity  of 
Sullivan  as  he  moved  along  the  ridge  with  four  hundred  of  his  men 
nupecting  the  situation,  heard  two  heavy  signal  guns  and  knew  that 
Howe  and  his  ten  thousand  had  gained  the  rear  of  the  Americans.  He 
•tonoe  ordered  Donop  to  carry  the  Pass,  and  the  Hessians  swarmed  up 
fcom  the  Flatbush  plains  with  drums  beating  and  colors  flying.  The 
tooope  in  the  hills  were  apprised  of  the  trap  which  had  been  sprung  upon 
flicm  by  the  same  fiery  mouthpiece.  They  were  wedged  in  with  walls 
of  steel  and  fire  on  both  sides.  Retreat  was  the  only  alternative.  But 
low  ?  At  the  redoubt  in  the  Central  Pass  there  was  little  opposition, 
••d  it  was  quickly  occupied  by  the  exultant  Hessians.  The  riflemen  had 
tailed  to  engage  the  British,  who  were  advancing  with  fixed  bayonets,  and 
iBQg^  with  unparalleled  bravery,  but  were  thrown  back  upon  the  Hessians. 
IBH  Wyllys.  Cornell,  and  other  officers,  with  their  little  handfuls  of 
at  different  points  (numbering,  all  told,  less  than  two  thousand), 
herculean  effort  to  reach  roads  that  were  the  only  possible  avenue 

'  0«rit  YtD  Wagenen,  Jeronimus   Uoogland,  Robert  Troup,   Edward   Duiiscouib,  aiid 
It  GiUiknd. 
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to  the  lines,  running  in  squads  and  fighting  as  they  ran  along  the  rough 
slopes ;  but  the  road  they  sought,  when  reached,  was  a  scarlet  mass  of 
warriors,  by  whom  they  were  hurled  back,  like  their  comrades,  upon  the 
Hessians.    The  scene  was  too  terrible  for  description.     If  we  may  credit 
the  enemy's  account  of  the  struggle,  the  Hessians  had  been  purposely  told 
that  the  rebels  had  resolved  to  give  no  quarter  —  to  them  in  particular; 
thus  they  bayoneted  without  discretion.     The  fury  upon  both  sides  was 
extreme.     The  enemy  were  amazed  at  the  valor  of  men  struggling  against 
such  overwhelming  numbers.     For  two  hours  the  hills  echoed  with  shouts 
and  cries.     Some  succeeded  in  cutting  their  way  through  and  reaching 
the  lines,  others  fell  or  were  captured ;  among  the  latter,  after  fighting 
with  great  heroism,  was  Sullivan  himself. 

A  little  before  noon  another  signal-gun  conveyed  to  Grant  in  the  coast 
road  —  his  line  reaching  into  the  Greenwood  hills  —  the  intelligence  that 
Comwallis  had  reached  ground  in  the  rear  of  Stirling  and  Parsons,  with 
whom  Grant  had  been  playing  an  artillery  duel  ever  since  he  drove  in 
the  pickets  at  early  dawn.  Stirling,  ordered  by  Sullivan  to  check  the 
progress  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  had  made  a  stand  on  the  ridge 
about  the  site  of  what  is  now  Twentieth  Street,  his  force  not  exceeding 
sixteen  hundred.  Grant  was  seven  thousand  strong,  including  two  com- 
panies of  New  York  loyalists.  Parsons,  with  Atlee's  and  Huntington's 
regiments,  embracing  some  three  hundred  men,  was  detailed  by  Stirling 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  overhipping  him  on  the  left,  and  fought  upon  a 
hill  further  on  between  which  and  himself  there  was  a  great  unprotected 
gap.  Stirling  was  unaware  of  the  web  that  was  being  spun  and  the 
scenes  transpiring  elsewhere ;  with  his  men  formed  in  battle  array  he  had 
for  four  hours  maintained  an  invincible  front  against  the  perpetual  fire 
of  Grant,  who,  in  obeying  ordere,  made  only  threatening  fonn-'ard  move- 
ments until  notified  that  the  flanking  columns  were  masters  of  the  inner 
field.  No  message  came  to  Stirling  of  Sullivan's  defeat  No  reUef,  or 
orders  for  withdrawal,  reached  him  from  headquarters,  the  British  having 
intervened  in  such  numbers  as  to  render  communication  impossible. 

Now  with  one  simultaneous  rush  the  devoted  party  were  attacked  on 

three  sides,  and  Stirling's  eyes  were  quickly  opened  to  the  fact  that  he 

was  nearly  surrounded  by  a  vastly  superior  force.    The  Gowanus  maish 

>«id  Gieeky  here  at  its  widest,  separated   him   from   the   only  way  of 

the  lines,  the  roads  being  all  occupied  by  the  enemy.    With 

^•poBseaaion  he  ordered  the  main  part  of  his  command  to 

lions  crossing  as  best  they  could;  and  to  protect  the  men 

I  or  swam  the  waters  which  the  rising  tide  was  rendeiiiV 

xdA  less  passable,  he  placed  himself  at  the  head  d 
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Kmt  three  hundred  gallant  Marylanders  and  dashed  upon  Cornwall  is, 
ho  was  posted  in  the  old  Gortelyou  house.  The  attack  wiis  so  spirited 
lat  they  drove  the  advanced  guard  back  upou  the  house  and  held  the 
Dsition  for  some  minutes,  then  withdrew  beyond  a  bend  in  the  road ; 
at  only  to  gather  strength  for  a  renewed  attack.  Again  and  again  this 
eroic  band  rallied  about  their  general  and  returned  to  the  encounter ; 
bey  chaiged  upon  the  house,  once  driving  the  gunners  from  and  seizing 
heir  pieces  within  its  shadow,  and  seemed  on  the  very  point  of  dislodg- 
Dg  Comwallis,  but  with  prudence  equal  to  their  courage  retired  swiftly 
A  fresh  troops  came  running  in  great  numbers  to  his  aid.  Furthermore, 
itidiDg  saw  that  his  main  object  was  accomplished.  The  rest  of  his 
xmmiand  were  on  the  safe  side  of  the  cre^k,  conducting  twenty-three 
moners  to  the  lines  and  holding  up  proudly  the  wet  and  tattered  colors 
i  Sinallwood*s  regiment,  under  the  protection  of  Smallwood  himself, 
irbo  had  come  out  to  meet  them  and.  prevent  pursuit  A  few  had  been 
Irowned  in  wading  and  swimming  the  angry  waters,  but  the  number  did 
not  exceed  eight,  two  of  whom  were  Hessian  prisoners.  Stirling  had 
iMaificed  himself  and  party  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  with  less  loss  of 
life  than  tradition  records,  although  scores  of  brave  men  fell  in  the  ter- 
rible chaige  of  the  three  hundred.  With  the  surnvors  Stirling  fled  into 
khe  hills,  but  nearly  all  wei-e  captured  ;  he  eluded  pursuit  until  he  could 
Mch  Uie  Hessian  corps,  where  he  surrendered  his  sword  to  De  Heister. 

Busons,  meanwhile,  was  surprised  to  discover  that  the  line  whose 
Ink  he  had  been  protecting  for  hours  was  no  longer  there.  Stirling  had 
M  informed  him  of  his  sudden  action,  as  no  messenger  could  pass  the 
99  under  such  a  fire.  Thus  he  must  retreat  without  orders,  but  Corn- 
villis  had  complete  command  of  the  road.  In  short,  he  was  hemmed  in 
B  eveiy  sida  He  turned  into  the  woods,  and  some  of  his  men  escaped  ; 
lit  tbe  greater  part,  including  Atlee,  were  captured.  He  hid  in  a  swamp, 
ad  with  seven  men  made  his  way  into  the  American  lines  at  daylight 
net  noming. 

Hie  ships  of  the  British  line  which  were  intended  to  menace  New  York 
aring  this  attack  were  baffled  by  a  strong  headwind.  Only  one  vessel, 
he  BoAnde^  was  able  to  reach  a  point  where  it  could  play  upon  the  foil 
b.Bed  Hook.  Washington  had  remained  in  New  York  until  satisfied 
ooaU  be  no  immediate  attack  upon  the  city,  then  hastened  to  the 
in  Brooklyn,  and  was  just  in  time  to  witness,  with  anguish,  tlie 
the  leader  has  already  learned.  Before  two  o'clock  in  the  aftei- 
tlie  battle  was  over.  The  British  were  in  possession  of  the  ouu  i 
pl€f  defianse,  and  the  Americans  were  within  the  fortified  camp  on  the 
iMlt^nQ  peninsula. 
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The  victory  shed  little  glory  on  British  arma  Both  England  and 
America  were  astonished  that  Howe,  with  an  anny  of  such  proportioDS 
and  by  dint  of  an  apparently  overwhelming  manoeuvre,  had  not  totally 
annihilated  the  scattering  outposts!  The  Americans  were  seldom  en- 
gaged less  than  five  to  one,  and  were  compelled  to  fight  in  front  and  rear 
under  every  disadvantage.  Considering  the  circumstances,  they  behaved 
admirably  along  the  whole  five  miles.  Had  they  been  military  experts, 
they  would  doubtless  have  surrendered  without  contesting  the  ground 
inch  by  inch,'  since  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  such  a  sacrifice.  The 
struggle,  however,  taught  a  lesson  to  the  foe  which  greatly  influenced 
coming  events.  The  loss  of  the  Americans  was,  all  told  —  killed,  woonded, 
and  prisoners  —  about  one  thousand,  of  whom  three  fourths  were  prii- 
oners.^  Howe  reported  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  dead.  Thus  were 
more  even  of  the  British  than  Americans  slain.  Of  American  oflSoen 
killed  were,  Caleb  Parry  from  Pennsylvania,  of  Stirling's  oommand,  t 
gentleman  of  polish  and  culture,  descended  from  an  ancient  and  honor 
able  family  long  seated  in  North  Wales ;  Philip  Johnston,  son  of  Jncfp 
Samuel  Johnston  of  New  Jersey,  a  gentleman  of  education,  an  officer  d 
fine  presence,  and  one  of  the  strongest  men  in  the  army,  who  fell,  neir 
Sullivan,  while  leading  his  men  to  the  chaige ;  Joseph  Jewett  of  Lyntf; .; 
Connecticut,  an  officer  much  beloved,  "  of  el^ant  and  commanding  ap- 
pearance, and  of  unquestionable  bravery  ";  and  Harmanus  Rutgers  frooi 
New  York,  of  the  ancient  and  well-known  Rutgers  family,  whose  sell 
was  upon  the  East  River  near  Jones  Hill. 

Howe  s  generals,  Clinton,  Cornwallis,  and  Vaughan,  are  said  to  have 
pressed  for  leave  to  storm  at  once  the  fortifications,  but  he  shook  his 
head,  saying,  "Enough  has  been  done  for  one  day."  His  troops  proceeded 
to  dine,  after  which  they  spread  their  tents  scarcely  a  mile  from  the 
Americans,  their  sentries  stationed  one  fourth  of  a  mile  away.  Towaidi 
evening  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  sprung  up  from  the  northeast  Then 
was  little  or  no  sleep  in  the  American  camp.  They  had  no  tents,  no  fim. 
nor  any  opportunity  for  cooking,  and  the  men  working  in  the  trenchei 
were  up  to  their  waists  in  water.  The  next  day  there  was  aooe 
firing  between  the  two  camps,  but  heavy  rains  kept  the  enen? 
chiefly  under  temporary  shelter.  However  Howe  was  intending  to  oany 
the  lines,  whether  by  assault  or  direct  approach,  he  was  manifestly  faToiel 


^  This  ttatement  serais  to  be  absolutely  correct     It  wss  Wsshington's  origiiisl  «hm     i 
_jide  from  the  list  of  nsmes  banded  in  by  the  commander  of  esch  regiment  engaged  ia  ihr 
%ht ;  amy  of  these  lists  are  preserved  {Force,  Fifth  Series,  Vol  III.),  and  by  < 
NB  with  oUmt  olBcial  reports  prove  the  facts,  nonrithstanding  the  widely  dillereat 
1  hgr  Howe,  and  accepted  by  various  historians^ 
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'n  the  rear  of  the  Americans  was  a  river  half  a  mile  br5ad  swept  by  swift 
ides.  He  could,  when  the  wind  changed,  easily  encircle  them  by  a  fleet, 
hereby  cutting  off  all  connection  with  New  York. 
On  the  morning  of  the  29th  the  rain  was  still  pouring  in  torrents. 
Neither  Washington  nor  his  generals  had  taken  rest  since  the 
battle.  Should  the  enemy  succeed  in  penetrating  the  lines,  or  the 
feet  in  commanding  the  crossing,  they  were  lost.  Hence  was  planned 
ind  executed  the  famous  retreat  from  Long  Island,  one  of  the  most  re- 
nukable  military  events  in  history. 

As  8oon  as  it  was  resolved  to  withdraw  the  troops,  boats  and  every 
ipeeies  of  water-craft,  large  and  small,  upon  both  sides  of  Manhattan 
Island  to  the  Harlem  River,  were  impressed  into  service  for  the  coming 
mght,  with  the  utmost  despatch  and  secrecy.  These  were  placed  under 
die  management  of  John  Glover,  who  commanded  a  regiment  of  Marble- 
besd  fishermen,  the  best  mariners  in  the  world.  To  prepare  the  army  for 
a  general  movement  without  betraying  its  purpose,  orders  were  issued  for 
CMh  r^ment  to  parade  with  accoutrements  at  seven  o'clock  in  front  of 
llieir  encampments,  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice ;  the  impression 
1VB8  given  that  many  of  them  were  to  be  relieved  by  battalions  from 
Heroer^s  New  «Tersey  command,  and  other  changes  made,  while  some  in- 
fared  that  a  night  attack  upon  the  enemy  was  contemplated  and  hastened 
to  make  nuncupative  willa  During  the  afternoon  such  heavy  rain  fell  as 
could  hardly  be  remembered.  Washington's  anxiety  and  unceasing  vigi- 
liDoe  kept  him  continually  in  the  saddle,  drenched  and  dripping,  without 
karing  doeed  his  eyes  in  sleep  for  forty -eight  or  more  horn's.  Mifflin  was 
MJgiuil  to  the  command  of  the  rear-guard,  —  chosen  men  from  Hand's, 
&BaUwood's,  Haslet's,  Shee's,  Magaw'sj  and  Chester's  I'egiments,  who  were 
tDienudn  nearest  the  enemy  to  the  last.  The  withdrawal  commenced 
^ifh  the  first  deep  darkness  of  the  cloudy  evening.  As  one  regiment 
Mnred  in  silence  towards  Fulton  Ferry,  another  was  changed  quietly  to 
the  gap.  They  tramped  through  the  "  mud  and  mire "  with  their 
— gnns,  ammunition,  provisions,  "  pots  and  kettles  "  —  upon  their 
ihonldcrs,  the  artillery  men  dragging  cannon,  and  carts  and  horses  and 
Qitlle  being  pushed  along  with  as  much  celerity  as  the  soft  condition  of  the 
IMD-toaked  soil  would  allow.  There  were  some  vexatious  delays ;  and 
ia  tbe  midst  of  the  hushed  hurry,  in  the  dead  of  night,  a  cannon  went  ofl' 
(cmie  unknown)  with  tremendous  itmr,  startling  the  Americans,  but  failing 
feo  dnm  the  British.  A  serious  blunder  in  conveying  a  verbal  message 
■ho  cietted  a  whirlwind  of  excitement  among  an  interested  few  for  a 
hrfsf  tima  Washington,  standing  on  the  ferry  stairs  about  two  o'clock 
ia  the  morning,  sent  Alexander  Scammel,  Sullivan's  brigade-major,  now 
n.  s 
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serving  as  aid  to  the  commander-in-chief  (who  had  been  a  law  student  of 
Sullivan's  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war),  to  hurry  for^anl  tlw 
troops  already  on  the  march.  Misunderstanding  orders,  he  started 
Mifflin  with  his  entire  command  for  the  ferry,  where  all  was  in  confusiou 
owing  to  the  turning  of  the  tide  and  the  inability  of  the  sail-boats  to 
make  headway.  Washington  met  the  paity,  and  in  terms  indicative  of 
acute  distress  expressed  his  fear  that  the  mistake  had  ruined  the  whole 
scheme.  Mifflin  and  party  promptly  faced  about  and  reoccupied  the 
lines  which  had  been  completely  vacated  for  an  hour,  without  discoveiy 
by  the  enemy.  It  was  daylight  when  they  were  finally  summoned  to  the 
ferry,  but  a  friendly  fog  came  up,  so  dense  that  a  man  could  scarcely  be 
discerned  six  yards  away ;  thus  they  marched  without  detection,  leaviflg 
their  camp-fires  smoking.  Washington  refused  to  step  into  his  baige 
until  the  entire  force  had  embarked.  At  seven  in  the  morning 
Howe  learned  to  his  chagrin  tliat  an  army  of  nine  thousand  troops, 
with  all  their  munitions  of  war,  had  successfully  retired  from  a  positioo 
in  front  of  his  victorious  legions  so  near  that  ordinary  sounds  could  be  dis- 
tinctly heard !  However  he  may  have  surprised  the  Americans  by  bis 
night  manceuvre  of  the  27th,  he  was  now  as  much  more  surprised  as  the 
movement  of  Washington  was  conducted  with  greater  military  skill 

Yet  it  was  a  retreat  And  there  were  plenty  of  people  to  murmur  and 
complain.  Disappointment  makes  men  captious.  WTiy  was  the  Jamaica 
Pass  left  unguanled  \  Why  did  Washington  go  to  Brooklyn  at  all  ?  Who 
was  i-esponsible  for  the  surprise  and  defeat  ? 

Neither  Wiis  General  Howe  applauded  by  England  for  his  apparent 
conquest.  Wiiy  did  he  not  run  up  the  Hudson  and  land  in  the  rear  of  the 
rebels,  instead  of  wasting  so  much  time  on  Long  Island  ?  And  when  be 
was  engaging  the  rebels  on  the  27th,  why  did  not  Lord  Howe  move  with 
his  fleet  into  the  East  River,  and  therebv  end  the  war  ? 

For  the  next  two  days  New  York  presented  a  cheerless  picture.  Wet 
clothes  and  camp  equi})age  were  strewed  along  the  sidewalks  in  fwot 
of  the  houses  or  stretched  in  yards  to  dry.  Squads  of  wear}'-looking 
soldiei-s  were  moving  to  and  fix),  but  not  a  sound  of  drum  or  fife  was  heanl 
Men  were  going  home  in  groups  and  companies.  They  were  famien 
chiefiy,  who  had  left  their  grain  half  cut  in  the  fields,  and  were  present 
on  short  enlistments.     Tlieir  example  was  di.sheartening  and  contagious 

The  siime  opinion  prevailed  throughout  the  American  army  as  in  the 
British  councils,  that  there  was  now  little  or  nothing  to  prevent  Howe  froia 
landing  and  extending  his  lines  fi*om  river  to  river  across  Manhattan 
Island,  thereby  cooping  up  the  patriots,  without  means  of  exit  even  by  the 
sea.     The  loss  of  tlm*e  im^niinent  generals,  Sullivan,  Stirling,  and  Wood- 
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iD,  was  depressing  in  the  extreme.  The  two  foniier  were  prisoners  in  the 
riUsh  camp.  They  were  treated  with  respect,  dining  daily  with  the  two 
x>thers,  Lord  and  General  Howe.  WoodhuU  had  been  captured  on  the 
rening  of  the  28th  at  Cai-penter's  taveni,  near  Jamaica,  whei*e  he  had  taken 
{fuge  from  a  thunder-stonn.  He  had  written  to  the  Convention  on  the  same 
lorning  that  his  men  (less  than  one  hundi*ed)  and  horses  were  worn  out 
ith  fatigue,  that  Smith  and  Kemson  could  n(;t  join  him,  communication 
eii^  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  and  that  he  must  retii^  unless  he  had  assist- 
Dce;  concluding  his  letter  with  the  remark,"!  hope  the  Convention 
oes  not  expect  me  to  make  brick  without  straw."  He  was  sinprised  by 
party  of  several  hundred  of  the  enemy  sent  out  in  pursuit  of  hiin,  and 
nrrendered  his  sword  ;  after  which  he  attempted  to  escape  over  a  board 
fince  in  the  darkness,  but  was  discovered  by  the  sentries  and  severely 
roanded  through  blows  inflicted  u}X)n  his  head  and  arms  with  a  cutlass 
nd  layonet,  from  which  injuries  he  died  three  weeks  later.^  He  was 
Doved  to  send  for  his  wife,  at  the  same  time  i*equesting  her  to  bring 
rith  her  all  the  money  in  her  possession  and  all  that  she  could  procure, 
'kich  he  distributed  among  the  American  prisoners  to  alleviate  their  suf- 
eriogs  —  the  last  generous  act  of  his  useful  and  honored  life. 
Washington  attempted  to  lestore  order  and  confidence  by  i-eorgani/.ing 
be  army.  It  was  obvious  that  the  city  was  untenable.  The  enemy 
fwe  strengthening  the  works  on  Bi*ooklyn  Heights.  Their  heavy  vessels 
fere  anchored  near  Governor's  Island,  within  easy  gunshot  of  the  city, 
he  American  gairison  at  that  jwint  and  at  Red  Hook  having  been 
ifcly  withdrawn  the  night  after  the  battle.^    They  were  also  throwing 

*  JmuMt  HiMlory  of  Xetc  York  during  the  ^evohUiminnj  War^  Vol.  11.  332  ;  Nftics  to  Jmxrss 
'wtoryby  Edward  F.  De  I^ucey,  with  coiiteiiiiwrary  «lcK'Uiiieiit8,  etc.,  Vol.  II.  ,'592-612. 
emfal  examiiiatiiui  of  x\w  various  statrnicnts  coiioeiiiin«;  the  cajitiirc,  iiijurii's,  and  death 
^GcDenl  Woo<lhnil  lead*  to  tin*  opinion  e.xpressetl  in  the  ti'xt.  Oliver  De  I^n<ey,  Jr.,  was 
I  oScrr  of  the  17th  laght  Dragoons,  tiie  ea])turin^  l»«»*ty,  and  has  by  a  siwression  of 
ritenbeen  cbai^ged  with  inflieting  the  wounds  fron*  which  Wotxlhull  died.  It  is  clainie<l 
f  liafunfly  that  he  always  imlignantly  denied  the  accusation.  Thompson  and  others  write 
Mt  lie  came  np  in  time  to  save  WoodhuU  fi-oni  instant  death.  Judge  Thomas  Jones,  author 
tile  rrcently  ]>ahlished  history  which  throws  new  light  tij>on  these  incidents,  was  a  contem- 
■ify  writer,  lived  on  I/>ng  Island,  his  sister  was  the  wife  of  Kichanl  Floyd,  lii"st  cousin 
Mim.  WondbuII,  and  the  two  ladies  were  warm  friend.s  Wfore  and  after  the  general's  death  ; 
■a  be  had  every  opportunity  of  knowing  the  circumstances.  He  was  a  judge  of  the  Suj»reme 
■It  cf  New  York,  as  indeed  had  been  his  father  K-fore  him,  and  the  head  of  the  Jones 
waif  of  Qoeen's  County  ;  his  wife  was  Anne,  daughter  of  Lieutenant-(5overnor  James  De 
■eey —  nisterof  Mrs.  William  Walton  —  and  first  cousin  of  the  Oliver  Dc  l^ncey  mentioned. 
•  Jooea,  eensuring  the  English  generals,  writes  :  '*  In  the  evening  of  the  sRUie  day  (uuac- 
— tibfe  as  it  is)  a  detachment  of  the  ivliel  anny  went  from  New  Vork  with  a  numlMM'  of 
■li  ami  carried  crfT  the  troo]»s,  the  ston-s,  artillery  and  provisions  without  the  least  inter- 
wbatever,  though  Genrnd  Howe's  whole  army  lay  within  a  mile  of  the  place,  and  his 
r»  the  Admind,  witli  his  fleet,  covered  the  bay  at  a  little  distance  below  the  island." 
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up  fortifications  on  the  Long  Island  shore  at  intervals  as  far  aa  th< 
of  the  Harlem  Kiver.  On  the  2d  of  September,  just  at  > 
a  forty-guu  man-of-war  swept  between  Governor's  laU 
Long  Island,  past  the  batteries  on  the  East  River,  which  might 
have  fired  at  the  moon  for  all  the  harm  they  could  do  her,  and  a 
in  Turtle  Bay,  near  the  foot  of  what  is  now  Forty-seveuth 
Through  the  skillful  attack  of  a  detachment  of  Washington's  s 
the  ship  was  compelled  to  change  her  position  to  the  shelter  of 
well's  Island.  Several  war  vessels  suddenly  made  their  d^but 
Sound,  havii^  gone  round  Long  Island.  Visions  of  red-hot  bul 
showers  of  shells  in  the  streets  of  New  York  dismayed  even  th 
Resistance  would  be  impossible  should  the  enemy  come  upon  i 
from  the  North,  with  men-of-war  encircling  the  Battery. 

A  situation  more  delicate  and  full  of  risk  could  hardly  be  in 
The  evacuation  and  burning  of  New  York  was  discussed  free 
matter  of  military  policy.  Washington  submitted  to  Congress  tl 
tion  "  If  we  are  obliged  to  abandon  the  town,  shall  it  stand  aa 
quarters  for  the  enemy  ? "  on  the  very  day  that  the  British  wai 
made  her  successful  trip  up  tlie  East  River.  Congress  replied  t) 
damage  should  be  done  to  the  city  of  New  York,  as  it  could  a' 
edly  be  recovered  even  should  the  enemy  obtain  possession  for  i 
There  was  no  cessation  of  exertion  with  the  spade  and  pickaxe  tc 
Manhattan  Island  a  stronghold ;  and  the  army,  disposed  in  three  di 
under  Putnam,  Spencer,  and  Heath,  stretched  its  attenuated  hue  fi 
Battery  to  Harlem  and  Kingsbridge,  Putnam  guarding  the  city 
and  the  East  River  approaches  to  Fifteenth  Street  All  miliuij 
however,  not  in  actual  immediate  demand,  were  being  quietly  re 
as  fast  as  conveyances  could  be  procured,  to  a  post  partially  fort 
Dobb's  Ferry. 

Days  slipped  by  and  the  enemy  made  no  further  advance.  The 
fearful  of  precipitating  the  destruction  of  the  richest  city  in  A 
And  aa  Washingtoa'a  appeal  to  Congress  and  its  response  were  dqi 
on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  or  in  coaches  propelled  by  steam,  the 
ample  time  for  the  expression  of  much  diversie  opinion  among  lie  n 
and  civil  authorities,  before  the  sense  of  the  supreme  govermnei 
Imown.  Putnam  urged  an  immediate  retreat  from  the  city,  u  01 
I  Idou  of  the  army  might  at  any  moment  be  cut  off  before  the  oUiei 
t  it,  the  extremities  of  the  lines  being  sixteen  miles  apart  I 
L  "  Wc  8bnul<l  keep  New  York,  if  possible,  OS  the  acquiring  of  t 
'  t  to  the  arms  of  Gr>;al  liritain,  afford  the  soldiers  good  ijo 
irbor  for  their  fleet"    Greene,  from  his  sick-bed,' 
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[on,  by  all  means,  thecity  and  island.  They  should  not  be  put  m 
.don  with  the  general  interests  of  America.  There  is  no  object  to 
ba  obtuned  by  holding  any  position  below  Kiugsbridge.  I  would  bum 
tha  d^  and  suburbs  to  deprive  the  eneniy  of  barracking  their  whole 
an^y  together  and  of  profiting  by  a  general  market"  Scott  was  of  the 
mmm  mind,  although  the  city  contained  his  entire  possessions.  Reed 
mota  to  his  wife,  on  the  6th,  "  We  are  still  here,  in  a  posture  somewhat 
artwaid.  We  think  (at  least  I  do]  that  we  cannot  stay,  and  yet  we  do 
■ok  know  how  to  go,  so  that  we  may  be  properly  said  to  be  between  hawk 
waA  bonard."  John  Jay  liad  long  since  advocated  the  burning  of  the 
<llj;  and  Wolcott  quoted  precedents  where  invading  armies  had  been 
ftnvwl  and  ruined  by  the  laying  waste  of  the  countries  ujun  which 
th^  had  built  their  hopes.  Heath,  Spencer,  and  George  Clinton  were 
aDwUling  tbnt  a  place  should  be  abandoned  which  had  been  fortified  with 
«k^  great  cost  and  labor,  and  never  wavered  fur  a  moment  In  theJr 
advio)  Ui  hold  the  city. 

On  tbt)  Ttl)  a  council  of  general  officers  met  at  Washington's  head- 
qaavtcns  at  the  Richmond  Hill  House,  to  decide  upon  some  geueml  course 
to  Im  adopted.  The  majority  voted  fur  defense,  believing  that  Congress 
vWwd  tht;  i>oint  to  be  maintained  at  every  hazard.  On  the  Kttb  C'on- 
ptt%  naolved  to  leave  the  occupation  or  aljandonment  of  the  city  entirely 
ttk  Waatiiiigtou's  discretion.  The  next  day  Cireenc  and  six  brigadiers 
paliliooetl  Washington  to  call  a  council  of  war  to  reconsider  the  decision 
rf  tfw  Ttb.  Hu  did  bo  on  the  12tli,  when  ten  generals  voted  to  evacuate, 
ild  throe  —  H«ath,  Spencer,  and  Geoi;gc  Clinton  —  to  defend. 
I  Tfaia  was  but  one  of  innumerable  instances  in  which  George  Clinton 
A|d>yed  bi.-t  natural  boldness  of  character  and  imfliuching  nerve.  He 
VH  a  man  wbnae  iron  will  never  failed  him  in  an  emergency.  He  was 
oBed  orbitmry  and  cruel.  The  cause  may  be  traced  to  the  school  in 
nUdl  be  rriitud  himself.  He  had  no  pity  for  those  whom  lie  r^arded 
•B  Vfea  tmeniiea,  and  he  treated  them  with  severity.  And  yet,  pcr- 
■aaUy.  his  heart  was  tender  and  kind.  Henceforward,  during  the  next 
tvta^-aix  years,  we  shall  find  him  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  annals  of 
IVaw  York.  He  became  the  first  governor  after  the  organization  of  the 
Stole,  bikI.  in  reference  to  those  wlio  would  have  guided  the  British  on 
to  victory,  an  avenging  power.  "  Not  one  of  the  men  on  the  American 
uAm  JB  the  Revolution,"  writes  Rlward  Floyd  Pe  r.anccy,  "great  and 
WIBmfe  ai  many  of  them  were,  could  ever  have  retfiined,  as  he  did, 
Ab  gnramonbip  of  New  York  by  Huccessive  elections  for  eighteen  years." 
Ifia  Oeoige  Clinton  was  a  lady  of  Dutch  parentage,  well  e<)ucated,  and 
of  azoeptioiuil  strength  and  balance  <>f  character.     She  was  about  his  own 
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age.  Her  father  was  a  mau  of  influence  and  fortune,  prominent  in  Ik 
aFTairs  of  Kingston.  H^r  brother,  Christopher  Tappan,  was  one  of  Ik 
trustees  of  Kingston  and  clerk  of  the  corporation.  The  Tappan  fainily 
were  related  to  nearly  all  the  people  of  importance  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kingston.  Thus  Geoi;ge  Clinton's  early  political  life  begao  under  favor- 
able auspices,  and  liis  legal  acumen  and  strong  common-senae  enaUeil 


him  to  master  many  an  after  problem  without  wasting  time  in  coiunltf 
tiou.  He  said  councils  made  men  cowards.  lu  adopting  the  surest  ud 
most  certain  means  to  attain  bis  objects,  he  became  the  terror  of  dl  ita 
adversaries  of  the  devolution,  but  even  they  rarely  accused  him  of  injin- 
lice,  and  never  of  ruveuge.' 

While  these  eveub*  were  transpiring  in  New  York,  Lord  Howe  « 
taxing  bis  ingenuity  to  devise  some  method  by  which  he  could  negrtiil* 
a  peaceful  adjtistnieut  of  tbe  strife.     He  had  do  disposition  to  destroy  Nt* 

■  Sw  (Vol.  II.)  [Mge  74.  I'liarlea  Clinton,  the  f«th«r  of  O«orge  Clinton,  renwiJ  ■ 
Amvticu  ill  1729,  Uiiiliiig  at  CafK  <. od  :  mid  in  1730  fonnnl  i  prrnunent  ind  Ibwriiluig* 
tlenieiit  in  Leister  l.*omilj,  New  York,  wliicU  he  caUed  Little  Brilsin.  He  wu  of  E«€** 
descent  ;  his  grandfathtr  was  Willinni  Clinton,  an  offlrer  in  the  anof  o(  CbarW  l..o«t' 
the  moniliers  of  the  famoiifl  family  of  tlie  Earls  of  Lincoln  :  ifler  the  dethroncaKOl  i  *• 
monarch  he  went  to  France,  thence  to  Spain,  and  to  Scotland  where  he  married  •  Wj  J* 
family  of  Kennedy  ;  after  nhiuh  he  took  up  hia  abode  in  Ireland ;  his  onl;  wait,  Ji««  ^  j 
inEngland      re  h    jxi  rimoniat  entate  married  thedanghter  of  an  annyoAcer.   Cl"l"  . 

Clinton.  Ih    'o         J  born  1890,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Alexander  DewM* 

He  was  am         f  ed  and  property,  built  a  anhstanCial  home  in  little  BritiiKI* 

sessed  a  w  11  sclec  ed  1  bran  became  a  surveyor  of  note,  a  judge  of  Cotninon  P!<«  *«  * 
County  of  til         and      1      I  of  the  militia,  doing  good  «enice  with  hit  regiDelt  ri  4 
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:,  nor  to  proceed  harshly  against  a  people  whose  independent  notions 
Imired  and  honored.  He  was  hampered  by  his  instructions,  unable 
lape  a  message  which  would  be  accepted  by  Congress  or  by  the  com- 
ler-in-chief  of  its  army;  thus  he  took  advantage  of  his  prisoner, 
nral  Sullivan,  sending  him,  on  parole,  with  a  verbal  message  explana- 
of  his  wishes  as  well  as  lack  of  power  to  treat  with  Congress  as  a 
body,  and  earnestly  requesting  a  conference  with  some  of  its  mem- 
os private  persons. 

illivan  reached  Philadelphia  September  2,  and  made  known  his 
mL  Cioiigress  was  for  a  time  divided  in  opinion.  Hot  debates  occii- 
fall  three  days,  before  Sullivan  was  on  his  return  journey  to  the 
irii  camp»  conveying  an  answer  to  this  effect :  '*  Congress  cannot  with 
ntkf  send  any  of  its  members  in  a  private  capacity  to  confer  with 
i  Howe ;  but,  ever  desirous  for  peace,  they  will  send  a  committee  of 
rbody  to  learn  whether  he  has  any  authority  to  treat  with  persons 
oriied  by  Congress  for  that  purpose,  and  to  hear  such  propositions  as 
WKJ  think  fit  to  make."  The  committee  chosen  were  Dr.  Franklin, 
L  Adams,  and  Edward  Butledge.  Several  letters  were  exchanged 
reen  Lord  Howe  and  Dr.  Franklin  in  relation  to  a  place  of  meeting, 
;h  was  fixed  finally  at  the  Old  Billopp  manor-house  on  Staten  Island, 
»ite  Perth  Amboy. 

.  was  then  a  two  days'  journey  from  Philadelphia  to  Amboy.  The 
mittee  started  on  the  9th,  John  Adams  on  horseliack,  and  Dr.  Franklin 
Butledge  in  old-fashioned  chairs.  The  taverns  along  the  way  were 
oil  of  soldiery  en  route  for  the  defense  of  New  York,  that  these  digni- 
es  could  hardly  obtain  admission.  The  second  night  they  staid  in 
f  Brunswick,  Franklin  and  Adams  being  obliged  to  share  the  same 
,  in  a  little  narrow  chamber  with  one  small  window.  Adams  was  an 
ilid,and  afraid  of  the  night  air.  "  Don't  shut  the  window,"  exclaimed 
nklin,  as  he  saw  Adams  with  his  hand  on  the  sash,  "  we  shall  be  suf- 
ited."  "  I  cannot  run  the  risk  of  a  cold,"  said  Adams,  bringing  down 
8uh  in  an  imperative  manner.    "  But  the  air  within  the  chamber 

■•  of  Fort  Frontenac.  He  waa,  in  short,  a  man  endowwl  with  many  talents,  and  of 
i  d%iity  and  respectability.  He  had  seven  children,  but  the  two  sons  best  known  to 
iwrre  James,  born  17S6,  and  George,  bom  1739.  James  marriM  first,  Mary,  daughter  of 
lit  De  Witt ;  second,  Mrs.  Mary  Gray.  The  third  son  of  James  Clinton  and  Mary 
ntt  waa  the  famous  De  Witt  Clinton.  George  Clinton  (first  Governor  of  New  York,  and 
i^jmn  Vice-President  of  the  United  States)  married,  in  1769,  Cornelia  Tappan  of 
pim,  and  their  children  were,  Catherine,  who  married  General  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
of  LicBtenant-Govemor  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt ;  Cornelia  Tappan,  who  married  Citizen 
•■d  Chariea  Genet ;  Geoige,  bom  in  1778,  who  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Hon.  William 
i ;  Biabeth,  who  married  Matthias  H.  Tallmadge  ;  Martha  W.,  who  die<l  young  ;  Maria, 
Dr.  Stephen  Beeknum.    See  page  161, 
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will  soon  be,  and  indeed  is  now,  worse  than  that  without  doors.  Come, 
open  the  window  and  come  to  bed,  and  I  will  convince  you.  I  believe 
you  are  not  acquainted  with  my  theory  of  colds  ? "  "I  have  read  some  of 
your  letters,  which  are  inconsistent  with  my  experience,"  said  Adaou^ 
opening  the  window,  and  leaping  into  bed,  curious  to  hear  an  elucidation 
of  what  seemed  to  him  a  paradox.  The  philosopher  commenced  a  lecture 
which  lulled  his  audience  into  repose,  and  just  as  he  was  dwelling  npoo 
the  amount  of  air  per  minute  which  the  human  body  destroys  by  respinr 
tion  and  perspiration,  and  showing,  by  a  train  of  subtle  reasoning,  thit 
through  the  breathing  of  impure  air  we  imbibe  the  real  cause  of  ooUi; 
not  from  without  but  from  within  doors,  he  fell  asleep  himself  The 
next  morning  they  reached  the  beautiful  shore  opposite  Staten  Island  al 
an  early  hour.  Lord  Howe's  barge  was  there  to  receive  them,  and  a  gen- 
tlemanly officer  told  them  he  was  to  remain  subject  to  their  ordeOk 
as  hostage  for  their  safe  return.  **  This  is  childish,"  said  AdaiBa» 
turning  to  Franklin  ;  "  we  want  no  such  pledge."  Franklin  and  Rutledge 
were  of  the  same  mind.  They  accordingly  told  the  officer  that  if  he  held 
himself  under  their  direction,  he  must  go  back  to  his  superior  with  them 
in  the  barge,  to  which  he  bowed  assent,  and  they  all  embarked.  Hate 
walked  towaixl  the  shore  as  the  barges  approached,  and  perceiving  his  officer 
with  the  committee,  cried  out :  "  Gentlemen,  you  make  me  a  very  higk 
compliment,  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  I  will  consider  it  the  most 
sacred  of  things." 

He  shook  hands  warmly '  with  Franklin,  who  introduced  his  com- 
panions, and  they  all  moved  towards  the  house,  between  the  lines  of  sol- 
diery which  had  been  drawn  up  so  as  to  form  a  lane,  conversing  pleasandy 
together.  One  of  the  largest  apartments  had  been  converted,  with  moM, 
viiies,  and  branches,  into  a  delightful  bower,  and  here  a  collation  of  "good 
claret,  good  bread,  cold  ham,  tongues,  and  mutton  "  was  immediately  sen'cd. 
After  this  Lord  Howe  opened  the  conference,  expressing  his  attachment  ta 
America,  and  his  gratitude  for  the  honors  bestowed  upon  his  accomplished 
elder  brother,  who  was  killed  at  Lake  George  in  the  exi>e(lition  against 
the  French  eighteen  yeai*s  before,  declaring  that  "  should  America  fall  I* 
should  feel  and  lament  it  like  the  loss  of  a  brother."  Franklin  bowed 
with  graceful  ease,  and  replied,  smiling  blandly,  "  My  lord,  we  will  use 
our  utmost  endeavors  to  spare  you  that  mortification."  Howe  stated  to 
position  in  flowing  language,  and  asked  the  gentlemen  if  they  we« 
willing  to  lay  aside  their  distinction  as  members  of  Congress,  and  cod* 
verse  as  individuals  upon  the  outline  of  a  plan  to  stay  the  calamities  ^ 
war.  They  assented ;  Adams  exclaiming,  with  characteristic  impet^ 
osity,  "  Your  lordship  may  consider  me  in  what  light  you  please.    Ifl^l^ 
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lonld  be  willing  to  consider  myself  for  a  few  moments  in  any  character 

ch  would  be  agreeable  to  your  lordship,  except  that  of  a  British  subject*' 

conversation  was  conducted  as  among  friends  for  four  hours.     But 

une  to  nothing,  except  so  far  as  it  strengthened  the  patriots.     Howe 

found  to  be  wholly  devoid  of  authority  to  treat  with  the  colonies  in 

r  present  condition.     And  the  committee  were  only  commissioned  to 

in  this  knowledge.     Neither  party  could  make  propositions  or  prom- 

They  separated  with  the  utmost  show  of  courtesy,  Howe  saying, 

e  bade  them  adieu,  "  I  am  sorry,  gentlemen,  that  you  have  had  the 

ble  of  coming  so  &r  to  so  little  purpose." 

0  a  man  of  Howe's  temperament  the  situation  at  this  moment  must 
)  been  one  of  torture.  He  was  sad  and  silent  the  remainder  of  the 
The  next  morning  industry  in  every  department  of  the  British 
Y  indicated  a  speedy  movement  upon  New  York.  WhUe  the  com- 
;ee  were  traveling  through  New  Jersey  dust  slowly  back  to  Phila- 
Ua,  discoursing  at  intervals  upon  the  lack  of  discipline  among  the 
ps  they  encountered  at  the  inns,  New  York  was  in  a  ferment.  The 
a  had  already  begun  to  fly  from  mouth  to  mouth  that  the  city  was  to 
tvacuated.  Horses,  vehicles,  and  water-craft  were  employed  in  transfer- 
;  military  equipments  and  stores  to  Kingsbridge.  It  is  said  that  nine- 
\  twentieths  of  the  inhabitants  had  already  removed  from  the  town,  but 
e  were  still  enough  left  to  cause  great  embarrassment.  Some  would 
ain  in  any  event,  partly  from  want  of  means  to  remove,  or  a  place  of 
tge,  and  partly  from  a  sense  of  coming  protection.  But  others  hurriedly 
piled  to  abandon  their  homes  and  go  into  exile.  On  the  13th  four 
XL  sailed  past  the  American  batteries,  keeping  up  an  incessant  lire,  and 
boted  in  the  East  River.  Six  thousand  of  the  British  were  already 
xteied  upon  the  islands  near  the  mouth  of  the  Harlem  River,  and 
tmiaet  of  the  14th  were  joined  by  several  thousand  additional  troops. 
immediate  landing  at  Harlem  or  Morrisania  was  pi*edicted.  Wash- 
Ion  sprang  into  his  saddle  as  soon  as  the  messenger  came  with  this 
\  intdligenoe,  and  rode  in  hot  haste  to  Harlem  Heights. 
ChranicleTS  of  the  times  catalogued  the  events  of  these  two  or  three 
fl  at  tbey  would  an  invoice  of  crockery :  "  Nothing  remarkable  hap- 
Md;  akin  getting  ready  to  retreat."  Like  some  portraits,  the  drawing  is 
M|f  in  outline  without  color  or  shading.  Yet  the  British  were  changing 
riSon  and  nearing  the  shore  on  Long  Island.  Their  guns  and  those  of 
i  Ai^  in  the  East  River  were  heard  continually.  Citizens  and  sol- 
ninning  hither  and  yon  with  pale  faces,  performing  their 
dalifla  with  nervous  energy.  Carts  were  laden  as  fast  as  pro- 
id  Atven^urriedly  to  boats  or  over  the  long  tedious  roads  to  the 
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North.  Effects  were  swiftly  packed  and  households  scattered.  Forts 
were,  as  far  «as  practicable,  dismantled.  Bells  were  removed  from  the 
churches  and  public  buildings  and  secreted.  Brass  knocker^  were  taken 
from  the  doors  of  the  houses  (by  order  of  the  Convention)  weighed, 
valued,  and  registered,  then  deposited  for  safe-keeping  in  Newark,  New 
Jersey.  Several  bodies  of  troops  marched  to  the  upper  part  of  Manhattan. 
Washington  took  supper  on  Saturday  night  (the  14th)  at  the  Apthorpe 
Mansion,  where  at  a  late  hour  the  expedition  of  Nathan  Hale  into  the 
enemy's  camp  for  trustworthy  information  was  planned. 

Sunday  morning  dawned  upon  a  tired  city.     There  had  been  no  ces- 
sation of  labor  during  the  night    The  removal  of  the  sick  and 
'  wounded,  numbering  several  thousand,  had  consumed  much  time, 
and  disheartening  delays  had  resulted  from  the  scarcity  of  proper  con- 
veyances.    Yet  everything  thus  far  had  been  conducted  with  consum- 
mate method,  and  men  unschooled  in  war  had  exhibited  the  self-control 
of  veterans.     With  the  rising  of  the  sun  a  fresh  source  of  alarm  was 
visible.     Three  ships  of  war  were  sailing  defiantly  by  the  Batteiy  into 
the   Hudson  River.     Nash   \^Tites,  "They  fired  smartly  at  the  town." 
Rev.  Mr.  Shewkirk  said  one  ball  struck  the  North  Church  ;  and  that  it 
was  "  unsafe  to  walk  the  streets."    It  was  not  known  where  these  ships 
would  anchor,  but  they  were  presumably  destined  to  meet  the  line  upon 
the  western  shore  which  the  British  were   about  to  throw  across  the 
island  al)ove  the  city.     Of  course  there  could  be  no  further  removal  of 
army  stores  by  wat^r. 

Two  roads  intersected  Manhattan  lengthwise ;  of  which  the  "  Oti 
Boston  Road "  on  the  general  line  of  Third  Avenue,  and  bearing 
west  of  Fifth  Avenue  by  a  crooked  way  through  McGowan's  Pass,  was 
the  gitind  highway.  Tlie  Bl(M)nnngdale  road,  a  continuation  of  Broaii- 
way,  leaned  towards  the  Hudson  after  reaching  Sixtieth  Street,  anJ 
wound  along  the  picturescjue  regicm  of  hills  and  vales  known  by  the 
beautiful  descriptive  name  of  Blooniingdale,  past  the  Apthorpe  Mansion, 
tenninating  as  a  legal  highway  at  Adam  Hoagland*s  house,  about  One 
Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Strcet,  —  although  it  was  continued  thit)U<fh  his 
estate  as  a  farm-road  to  Manhattan ville.  It  was  connected  with  the 
old  Boston  or  Kii\gsbridge  road  by  a  narrow  public  way  from  Hoaghuid's 
house,  running  nearly  at  right  angles.  These  two  chief  thoronghftits 
were  intersected  at  various  jK)ints  by  local  roads,  private  avenues  to 
property,  and  fanner's  lanes. 

Attention  was  soon  diverted  from  the  ships  in  the  North  ^i^'tr  if^ 
motions  in  the  East  River.  Five  men-of-war  suddenly  spread  their 
brings  and  anchored  within  fifty  yards  of  the  American  breastworks  it 
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ly  (near  Thirtyrfourth  Street)  and  commenced  a  well-directed 
issant  cannonading  to  "scour  the  grounds"  iu  that  vicinity. 
iipants  of  Kip*s  mansion  took  i-efuge  in  the  cellar.  Presently 
ur  flat -bottomed  boats  laden  with  troops  in  bright  scarlet  drifted 
V  from  Newtown  Creek,  giving  the  broad  bosom  of  the  river  the 
ce  of  a  clover-bed.  This  brilliant  scene  was  watched  by  Scott 
"few-Yorkers  on  the  Stujrvesant  estate  near  Fifteenth  Street,  and 
sworth  and  Selden  with  their  forces  at  Twenty-third  Street. 
I  division  was  ordered  to  retreat  at  once  from  the  lower  town, 
ough  abandoning  heavy  cannon  and  a  quantity  of  provision, 
seriously  encumbered  with  families  and  baggage  to  move  expe- 
,  and  would  certainly  be  captured  unless  the  landing  could  be 
hence  Parsons  and  Fellows  were  sent  with  their  brigades  on  a 
upport  Douglass  with  his  few  militia-men  at  Kip*s  Bay.  They 
(t  in  time  to  see  the  first  company  of  British  troops  from  the 
scend  the  slope,  while  thousands  were  ready  to  follow  in  their 
;  and  also  to  witness  the  flight  of  the  soldiers  who  manned  the 
This  was  hardly  cowardice,  although  it  has  been  so  stigmatized 
aiy  officers  and  historical  write^^  ever   since   that   memorable 

It  was  well  known  that  the  city  was  not  to  be  defended. 
li  a  handful  of  troops  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  it  would  have 
lere  exhibition  of  foolhardiness,  as  useless  as  unjustifiable.  Noth- 
to  be  gained  by  it.  Douglass  gave  the  order  to  retreat,  but  not 
became  impossible  to  remain  in  the  works,  which  were  acknowl- 
y  all  parties  the  least  defensible  of  any  along  the  whole  East 
Die.  Obliged  to  cross  an  unprotected  space  "  scoured  by  cannon- 
l  grape-shot,"  the  men  dispersed,  running  swiftly  toward  the  Old 
(T  Post  Road,  the  enemy  firing  and  pursuing  them. 
Thirty-sixth  Street  and  Fourth  Avenue  stood  the  residence  of 
Murray  amid  extensive  grounds,  —  designated  on  the  map  as 
aerg."  To  the  north  of  it  a  cross-road,  nearly  on  the  line  of 
ird  Street,  connected  the  Old  Boston  with  the  Bloomingdale 
L  cornfield  belonging  to  the  Murray  estate  flourished  on  the  site 
resent  Grand  Central  Depot,  extending  east  to  the  junction  of  the 
•the  Old  Boston  Road  here  being  about  on  the  line  of  Lexington 

At  this  point  Washington  on  his  four-mile  gallop  from  the 
«  Mansion  encountered  the  men  in  retreat  from  Kip's  Bay.  Tliey 
dust  and  confusion,  and  in  the  hasty  judgment  of  the  moment 
pfice."  Here  also  came  up  the  almost  breathless  recruits  of  Par- 
i  Fellows,  who  had  scarcely  halted  in  their  run  from  Corlear's 
Mid  who  had  been  nearly  headed  off  before   they  could   spring 
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into  the  cornfield  and  through  it  reach  the  cross-road.  The  red  foe 
surging  over  the  bluff  could  be  seen  through  the  foliage  already  in 
possession  of  the  highway.  Washington  in  a  frenzy  of  excite^lent  rode 
up  and  down  trying  to  rally  the  troops  into  line  to  check  the  advance 
of  the  British,  in  which  he  was  gallantly  aided  by  Parsons  and  other 
officers.  But  the  attempt  was  fruitless.  And  having  not  a  moment  to 
lose  he  ordered  the  troops  to  continue  their  retreat,  and  spurred  away 
to  provide  for  the  safety  of  Harlem  Heights,  as  it  was  possible  for  the 
enemy  to  land  in  that  vicinity  at  the  same  time  as  elsewhere. 

Meanwhile  Scott,  Selden,  and  others  on  the  East  River  below  Kip'8 
Bay  saw  the  wisdom  of  immediate  escape,  since  the  British  would 
naturally  stretch  across  the  island  above  them  without  delay.  Soott 
reached  Putnam's  moving  column  on  the  Bloomingdale  road  with  his 
command  in  safety ;  but  Selden  and  party  collided  with  a  body  of 
Hessians  on  their  way  to  the  city  by  the  Boston  road,  near  the  comer  of 
Twenty-third  Street  and  Third  Avenue,  and  after  some  sharp  firii^  ia 
which  four  Hessians  were  killed  and  eight  wounded,  he  was  made  prisoner.^ 

1  Hoioe  to  Germain^  September  21,  1776.  Colonel  Samael  Selden  was  one  of  Uw  nb* 
stantial  and  accomplished  men  of  his  generation.  Possessing  a  laige  estate  on  the  banbtf 
the  Connecticut,  a  homestead  of  his  own  erection  (in  1760)  which,  bearing  the  tnuxs  of  good 
taste  and  the  refined  knowledge  of  how  to  live  comfortably,  is  still  standing,  the  father  of  thir- 
teen children,  and  past  fifty,  with  impaired  health,  he  ignored  all  personal  interests  in  deio- 
tion  to  the  common  cause,  and  accepted  a  colonelcy  of  Connecticut  levies  after  —  like  Sillimin, 
Douglass,  and  others  —  first  advancing  the  funds  to  equip  his  regiment.  He  was  the  «i 
of  Samuel  and  Deborah  Dudley  Selden,  and  the  grandson  and  great-grandson  of  the  tvo 
Governors  Dudley  of  Massachusetts,  who  it  is  well  known  were  of  the  best  blood  of  Eaf^aod. 
He  was  bom  January  11,  1723.  After  his  capture  he  was  conveyed  to  the  Citv  Hall  ia 
Wair  Street  and  confined  in  the  **  Debtors*  prison  "  on  the  upper  floor.  But,  prostrated  by 
the  heat  and  exertions  of  the  day,  he  was  attacked  with  fever,  from  which  Ire  died  on  Fridty, 
October  11.  Some  British  officers,  learning  of  his  illness,  caused  him  to  be  conveyed  to  mow 
comfortable  quarters  in  the  "  Old  Provost,"  and  he  was  attended  by  Dr.  Thatcher,  t  Britiik 
surgeon,  receiving  every  possible  kindness.  He  was  buried  in  the  Brick  Church  yard,  whew 
the  building  of  the  New  York  Times  now  stands,  with  more  honors  than  were  usually  •^ 
corded  to  prisoners-of-war,  whatever  their  rank  ;  all  the  American  officers  who  were  prisooen 
at  the  time  were  indulged  with  liberty  to  attend  his  funeral.  His  wife  was  Eliabeth  By, 
daughter  of  Richard  Ely  of  Lyme.  His  son,  Richard  Ely  Selden,  bom  1759,  was  the  fither 
of  the  wife  of  Henry  Matson  Waite,  Chief  Justice  of  Connecticut.  Thus  the  present  (W 
Justice  of  the  United  States,  Morrison  R.  Waite,  is  the  great-grandson  of  Colonel  Seldei. 
And  Mrs.  Morrison  R.  Wnite  is  a  great-granddaughter  of  the  same  through  her  father  Samuel 
Selden  Warner,  whose  mother  was  the  sixth  daughter  of  Colonel  Selden.  Judge  Samael  Lbb 
Selden,  Judge  Henry  R.  Selden,  Hon.  Dudley  Selden,  Hon.  Lyman  Trumbull,  General  M^ 
Dowell,  and  Professor  Eaton  of  Yale,  are  among  his  descendants.  President  Eliphalet  Nott 
of  Union  College,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Nott,  were  the  sons  of  Colonel  Selden's  sister  Deboiak, 
who  married  Stephen  Xott  alwut  1752.  Rev.  Dr.  Eliphalet  Nott  Potter,  now  President  d 
Union  College,  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  C.  Potter,  Rector  of  Grace  Church,  Hon.  Clarkson  K<<t 
Potter,  and  Howard  Potter  are  grandsons  of  President  Eliphalet  and  Sanh  Benedict  Nott 
The  old  Selden  estate  in  Hadlyme  (formerly  a  part  of  the  town  of  Lyme),  which  htlongedt* 
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One  oi  bis  officers,  Eliphalet  Holmes,  it  niuQ  of  greiit  phyHical  strcii>;t)i. 

knocked   duwo  two  Hessians  who  were  atti;m{itiii;r  to  ni)itiiru  l)iiii,  uii<i 

esGai>eil.     .lolin  I'.  Wyllys,  W;  ids  worth's  bvii^iulu-tiiiijor,  wiw  tukcn  pri.s- 

uuer  ill  this  enfountor,  ami  iilty  (»r  moix;  hk-ii.     (.lay,  with  his  cotiiiimiKl, 

liail   jMibsed   the  Uortton  nsid,  down  "  Lovt-r's  Ijint- "   (dow  Tweiity-firet 

SlruetJ    to   the   IJloiiiiiiii^'dnlu   rctwl,   ami   Ijcyond,   In-fore   the   Hvssiiins 

leouheil  the  i>cHiit  of  inturseftion.     Silljiiiini's  liri<;iule,  left  t()  ;jiuiitl  tlip 

city  until  the  otlier  tiiwjjs  could  hu  withdrawn,  siud  Knox  with  dotat-h- 

iiients  of  nrtillerj',  were  now  in  thu  }ii\;ale3t  dan^i'v.     .AInuU  thirty  iiiiuutes 

after  the  main  coluniii,  with  its  women,  ehildn-ii,  haii}>em-on,  huiiHehold 

atull',  and  cunip  utensils,  lind  piissed  out  of  av^A  im  tlio  Hi-oiidway  nKiil  to 

the  north  of  Walter  liutlierfoni'a  housi*,  Sijlimaii  n.'UfiviMl  onkrs  tt)  ftillow 

u  for  aa  Bayard's  Hill  fort,  just  above  ('umil  Siit'ct.     Here  he  saw  the 

British  land  at  Kip's  Itay,  and  supjNising  the  njads  clo^ied  uud  dejKiilui'e 

impossible,  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defeiisi>.     At  Huh  veiT  iustaiit  I'ut- 

DOiD,  galloping  fom'ard,  met  Washington  iit  the  (-imiei'  of  the  rniss  and 

Bloomingdale  roads,  now  Forty-thiitl  Stivet  and  I>roadway,  and  jmnsfd  for 

boAf  coDsuItation.     It  was  clear  m>  stand  cunld  Ih'  made  mi  ^lurr.iy  Hill. 

Had  the  British  acted  prninptly,  all  the  AiiKfrieaiis  snntli  of  Forty--soi-iiiid 

Street  at  that  hour  might  have  fallen  into  their  hands  with  enHe.     A  few 

niinutea  later  Piitiinni  W!i«  flying  on  his  fnaiiiiiig  steed  towanl  the  city 

to    meet  and  huiTy  on  the  eohiuui  whiih  as  yet  had  uidy  worked  its 

veary  way  into  the  n-gion  In-Iow  llleeeker  Stn-et ;  im  his  mute  hf  ein-iinii- 

tered  a  portiou  of  Wiulswiiilh's  eoniiiiand.  and  Snitt  willi  his  ivtn-atiug 

forces  trtmi  Stiiyvesant  Cove. 

For  a  complete  view  of  the  slirriug  wviies  of  this  day,  distances  must 

fce  oonsirfeied.*     A  ride  from  City  Hall  to  Mumiy  Hill,  uol  less  than 

three    m >1^  occupied  as  muih  time  tlien  as  unw,  and  it  was  imt  yet 

_^jQi,^  Officers  only   were   mounted  :    the   soldiei-s   wei-e  all  on   fi>iit, 

C-«IonrI  Sc'**"  «  the  time  of  hi«  il.-atli,  Iiils  W-cj,  in  tlif  |Kis«.*-.i..ii  uf  tin-  S.-I.I..11  raiiiily  <mi- 

hoBdlcd   M***^  *"**"'  "  "">"■  >■'*'*-     "  '"  """■  ''"'  Mi'P'^y  uf  ^Villiiini  Klv  SiUlrn. 

1  Sk  mm-f*  '^'°'"  "■  **'■  ''"''■■  "'  ''"■  '''"**'^''''  nientJOWHl  in  tli.'  t.-xt  v<-n-  ttirti  iwiMii- 
■  |.  ^.^^  wlttL'IiarcountBfartbrirDtlliMioll  illmii  tlir  Iratjimrf llii'|»'iii"I ;  liut  n™ilyiill  tlii- 
•*■''""*_  ,  j*»'*'*tt,  irith  thrir  reUtin;  [lOMliiiiiH.  iiiii  !■■  tnn-Hl  witli  tlii'  i>i-.  Tli.-  uiil)ii>Kliii. 
•<**=*"~'.*^  «;*•  ttxtJncnhingtiif  in.l.liMiC- .rf iIk'  IStli  iif  Sr|.tM.il.r.  177li,  U  l«.s.<  Miiml..r 
•■P**"  "^  f^^'ehtr:  of  ""™'  "f^  "'*  various  ii.-.iiiiiit«  rr..ni  tlw  l»li-.  of  i«rti.iniiit»  ami 
IM*f  ^*"'  _^g* llt^yiftten  iMviiig  ivriiilv  U'.ii  islmuiM.i  funii  riiiiiJIy  iir. liiii-i.  Tin-  "  Kiji's 
«y«-***»*^^"V(4  •  y/fflit  of  nieiitiintiini.-.l  siiiiii;:1v  ii|Hm  it.  rv«.lv.-<  it^-ir  iiilunJiisliH- 
^my  A^''Sj*^,*-ru-hH...i„n  f,.r.r  :  mi.\  lU-  "  [..ilii.."  «l,i.|i  l,..s  fi,..,i,l.,-.i  ,.|.i..ilu»Lty 
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wagons  were  insoflBdent  for  the  timnsfer  of  familifai,  those  in  vje  were 
indischminately  oveiliMlen,  and  the  cannon  were  chiefly  dragged  by 
hand.  The  day  was  excessively  hot»  the  roads  were  daikened  by 
clouds  of  dost,  the  peo[4e  as  well  as  the  soldiers  on  the  march  had  been 
without  sleep  for  twenty-four  or  mwe  horns,  and  deaths  occurred  from 
time  to  time  by  the  wayside  from  over-exeition  and  the  drinking  of 
water  from  cool  springs. 

Aaron  Burr,  Putnam's  aide-de-camp,  dashed  towards  the  city  in  advance 
of  the  general  to  extricate  Silliman,  who  protested  that  retreat  was  out  of 
the  question.     Knox  was  of  the  same  mind,  and  disposed  to  fight  to  the 
bitter  end.     Alexander  Hamilton,  with  his  company  of  New  York  aitil- 
leiy  men,  was  eager  to  defend  the  post      But  Burr  claimed  to  know 
every  inch  of  ground  on  iC^nKaitim  Idand,  and  was  confident  he  ooaU 
pQot  the  party  throi^  farms  and  by-ways,  and  they  finally  staitel 
Xash,  who  was  present,  writes,  **  The  enemy  headed  us  so  that  we  wbo 
were  left  were  obliged  to  make  our  escape  as  well  as  we  could,  but  thejr 
did  not  take  many  of  our  men.**     Oveitakii^  the  colunm,  now  comprisiiig 
about  three  thousand  five  hundred  persons,  and  stretching  two  miles, 
Sillinian's  party  were  formed  into  a  rear-guard.     Putnam,  Silliman,  and 
otber  officers  were  on  the  constant   lookout  —  riding    furiously  from 
front  to  rear  and  irom  rear  to  front — at  the  same  time  stimulating 
an  effort   for   increased   speed  by  encouraging  words   and   their  ovd 
coolness  and  intrepidity.     The   slight,  graceful  figure  of  Burr  was  abo 
everywhere   conspicuous.     He   conducted  the   train   to  a  road  west  of 
Eighth  Avenue  from  Fifteenth  Street  north,  and  keeping  in  the  woods, 
often  countermarching,  or  crooking  through  irregular  lanes  to  avoid  being 
discovered  by  the  shipping  in  the  North  River,  the  long  slowly  mo\'ii^ 
train  actually  passed  Murray  Hill  within  a  half  mile  of  the  British  am? 
as  they  were  complacently  eating  their  midday  meal ;  the  men  on  the 
grass  in  the  trim  grounds  of  the  Murraj^  and  the  officers,  Howe,  Clinton, 
Comwallis,  and  Governor  Try  on,  partaking  of  generous  hospitalities  with- 
in the  mansion.     Mrs.  Murray,  the  mother  of  lindley  Murray,  the  graiiH 
marian,   was  personally   known  to  Tiyon;  he  introduced  the  British 
generals,  who,  charmed  with  the  luxuiy  of  her  cool  pariors  and  the 
tempting  wine  with  which  she  bountifully  supplied  them,  loitered  in  gaj 
and  trivial  conversation  for  two  hours.     Thatcher,  relating  the  inddest 
<B  hit  journal,  says,  "  It  has  since  become  almost  a  conunon  saying  amoog 
Voen^  that  Mrs.  Murray  saved  this  part  of  the  American  army."   Ai 
9ie  second  division  of  the  British  under  Percy  had  crossed  froB 
^and  could  support  the  troops  posted  at  "  Inclenberg,**  a  detach- 
^  to  capture  a  corps  of  Americans  descried  about  three  mi)^ 
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,  near  MeOowan's  Pass,  which  proved  to  be  the  regiments  of  Mifflin 
oallwood  sent  by  Washington  to  cover  Putnam's  escape,  and  who 
towards  Harlem  Heights  as  the  enemy  approached.  The  column 
lam,  coming  down  through  the  Hoagland  farm,  passed  the  junction 
Bloomingdale  and  Kingsbridge  roads,  as  these  British  troops  ap- 
on  the  right.  Humphrey  says  :  "  So  critical  indeed  was  our  situa- 
d  so  narrow  the  gap  by  which  we  escaped,  that  the  instant  we  had 
the  enemy  closed  it  by  extending  their  line  from  river  to  river." 
ttacked  the  tii'ed  column  with  spirit,  but  Silliman  with  thi*ee  hun- 
en  beat  them  off.  In  this  skirmish  Hamilton,  who  had  marched 
lole  distance  in  the  ]*ear  of  the  line,  aided  materially  with  his 
;  Sergeant  Hoyt,  in  chai"jj;e  of  the  extreme  rear  gun,  dragged  it  to 
nence  by  the  raadside  and  fired  it  continuously  until  the  whole 
ad  safely  rounded  the  jwint  of  danger.  Hoyt  was  one  of  those  in 
t  boat  (discovei-ed  and  fii*ed  upon  by  the  British)  in  the  notable 
[sland  retreat,  and  was  chosen  for  this  poet  of  exceptional  peril 
3  of  his  unflinching  nerve  and  heroic  mettla 
i^an  to  rain  towards  evening,  and  then  a  cold  wind  came  up; 
len  at  a  late  hour  Putnam's  party  reached  the  encampment  on  the 
I,  "  above  the  Eight  mile  stone  "  they  were  not  only  wora  out  with 
rch  of  over  thirteen  winding  miles,  but  drenched  and  chilled  to 
ne.  They  had  lost  knapsacks,  baggage,  hope,  and  confidence,  and, 
g  for  the  artillery  and  costly  works  sacrificed,  made  their  beds 
he  wet  ground,  the  threatening  clouds  their  only  covering, 
ihington  remained  at  the  Apthoipe  Mansion  striving  to  cover  his 
J  under  an  aspect  of  stoical  serenity  until  the  enemy  were  in  sight, 
ode  to  the  Morris  House  on  Harlem  Heights.  The  British  soon 
led  from  Horn's  Hook  (Ninety-second  Street)  to  McGowan's  Pass, 
1088  the  beautiful  hills  to  the  northwest,  their  left  flank  resting  on 
idson.  Howe  and  his  officers  rode  leisurely  up  from  Murray  Hill 
and  a  well-cooked  supper  awaiting  them  at  Apthorpe's ;  while  their 
fs  borrowed  sheep  and  geese  at  random  and  made  themselves  com- 
le  for  the  night.  The  city  meanwhile  was  occupied  by  a  division 
army  of  King  George.  Feny-boats  had  crossed  to  the  Jersey 
during  the  day,  many  persons  escaping  by  that  source  who  were 
B  to  leave  with  Putnam ;  among  these  was  Hugh  Gaine,  editor, 
Mtor,  and  publisher  of  The  Xcw  York  Gazette  mid  Weekly  Mercury, 
irith  his  press,  took  quarters  in  Newark,  New  Jersey ;  and  citizens 
ling  returned  to  New  York  by  the  same  means  to  welcome  th* 
It  At  evening  the  passage  was  closed.  Thus  Manhattan  slept 
fcie  daylight  next  morning  Washington  was  in  the  saddle.     His 


128  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YOttK. 

first  important  act  was  to  send  Knowlton  with  a  picked  company  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men  to  learn  the  position  of,  and,  if  practicable,  take 
the  enemy's  advanced  guard.     The  second  was  to  visit  the  various  en- 
campments to  "  put  matters  in  a  proper  situation  "  should  the  British 
come  on  as  expected.*     Knowlton  from  near  headquarters  descended  the 
ravine,  now  Audubon  Park,  leading  his  men  along  the  low  shore  of  the 
river  to  Matjte  Davits  Fly ,2  and  beyond  into  the  woods  that  skirted 
the   bank  west  of  Vanderwater's  Heights,  until  parallel  with  the  left 
flank  of  the  vanguard  of  the  enemy  under  Genei-al  Leslia     Here  he  was 
discovered  at  sunrise,  and  attacked  by  four  hundred  of  the  British  light 
infantry ;  he  allowed  them  to  come  within  six  rods  before  giving  orders 
to  fire,  and  after  eight  rounds  apiece,  he  commanded  a  retreat  which 
decoyed  the  adversary,  in  the  language  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  "  into  a 
scrape."  *      One  of  linowlton's  officers  wrote,  "  we  retreated  two  miles 
and  a  half  and  then  made  a  stand,  and  sent  for  reinforcements  which 
we  soon  received,  and  drove  the  dogs  near  three  miles."     There  is  no 
discrepancy  between  this  statement  and  the  report  of  De  Heister,  who 
said,  "They  retired  into  their  entrenchments  to  entiee  the  pursuers  deeper 
into  the  wood." 

Confusion  as  to  localities  has  resulted  from  the  blending  of  two  distinct 
encounters  in  the  descriptions  of  the  battle  of  Harlem  Heights.  The 
firat  was  at  sunrise,  occupying  but  a  few  minutes.  The  second  com- 
menced l)etween  ten  and  eleven  o  clock  in  the  forenoon  and  continued 
nearly  four  hours.*  It  was  the  former  to  which  Lewis  Morris  referred  in 
writing  to  his  father:  "Monday  morning  an  advanced  paity,  Colonel 
Knowlton's  regiment,  was  attacked  by  the  enemy  upon  a  height  a  little 
to  the  southwest  of  Dayes'  Tavern."  And  it  was  the  second  and  chief 
battle  which  the  pen-and-ink  sketch  furnished  the  Convention  shortly 
afterward,  and  subsequently  presented  by  John  Sloss  Hobart  to  Rev. 
Dr.  Stiles,  President  of  Yale  College,  describes  as  "  beginning  near  the 
Ten  mile  stone  and  ending  near  the  Eight  mile  stone."  Washington's 
headquarters  at  the  Morris  house  was  three  and  one  half  miles  from 

*  Waahhigions  Letters. 

*  Matjte  Davits  Fly  was  a  well-known  public  landmark  (a  meadow,)  which  for  a  rfototr 
liad  been  mentioned  in  charters,  patents,  deeds,  and  Acts  of  the  Legislature,  and  UiJ  Jo«^" 
with  the  utmost  precision  by  actual  survey. 

•  Manuscript  note  in  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  private  copy  of  Stedmana  Hilary  of  the  Av^' 
cnn  JFar,  in  {wssession  of  John  Carter  Brown,  Providence,  R.  I.  ;  /V  Lance y  s  SoUs  to  J^f»^* 
History  :  Dovops  AccoinU  ;  Journal  of  De  Hrister ;  Baurmeis/ers  Rc})ort ;  Stewart's  Skttc^ 
of  the  Highlanders;  Sir  JrHiitnn  Home  to  TA)rd  Oeijnaiu,  Sept  21,  1776. 

•  Otneml  Gold  Srllnk'  SiUimnn  lohuH  wife,  vSept.  17,  1776  (original  in  poffleaiion  of  hi* 
granddaughter,  Mw.  Oliver  P.  Hublttinl),  Jones's  History  of  New  York  in  Ou  Btvolnii^ 
Vol.  I.  De  Lanceyi  Notes,  606,  607.     Jay,  57. 
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Howe's  headquartoia  at  the  Apthorpe  Maoaion.  The  army  of  each  was 
thrown  out  in  front  for  a  mile  and  three  quarters,  Washingtoo's  advanced 
guard  under  Greene  being  in  the  woods  above,  and  his  pickets  upon  the 
"  Point  of  Rocks  "  which  overlooked  Manhattanville,  while  Howe's  were 
upon  Vanderwa.ter's 
Heights,  opposite. 
During  the  interval 
between  the  two  bat- 
tles the  light  infantry 
of  Leslie  were  silently 
pushing  their  way 
after  Knowlton  along 
the  low  sliore  of  the 
Hudson. 

"  As  yet  no  forti- 
fications had  been 
erected  across  Harlem 
Heights,"  wrote  Sil- 
liman, —  and  also 
George  Clinton, — 
"except  a  mere  begin- 
ning near  the  Morris 
bouse,  and  three  small 
redoubts  about  half- 
way to  Manhattan- 
ville"; from  the  firat 
gray  dawn  he  had  a 
large  force  of  men 
employed  at  this  lat- 
ter point  with  spades 
tnd  shovels  throwing 

eaith  into  the  trench- 

ts;  ere  night-fall  lines 

*m  completed  across 

the  island,  and  subse- 

qneDtly  strengthened. 

Wtahington    galloped 

*"  Greene's    encamp- 

"KM,  where,  sealed  isuwu.^  n.f  .ri.iiv.  j.-it™.  of  ihBt«„hn,iik  .™i«  nroi«t  Brium 

,.    ,         '  niia  Amrrirn.  Se]>l.  la.  ino.    C"Ui|>ilr.lfrniutliaiii«taullieiitiPH>un'ei 

npODhuhorSe.atSUn-  By  UimlhoM    iropogniihyCncfdrroniColtoD-inuii.) 

nn  be  heard  the  firing  between  Knowlton  and  Leslie,  and  saw  large  bodies 

MLO.  g 


'ft 

Si^^j^cMVl 

t" 

j^n 

E^ 

^., 

^*M 

^ 

^  1         ^ 

St 

*t':M 

s-*-' 

^     1    %*  '5Siife  sm 

fcS 

ft 

**  ■ 

S 

K 

%t« 

i^Bl 

F. 

11 

r'W 

'V 

(1  JK\ 

•< 

l|v 

Ulir 

^ 

^J 

H 

111 

J^'t 

5^ 

1 

mMfl 

ifcT 

'^t.-^C  " 

' 

« 

^ 

mM°r.,. 

is   E 

« 

1^ 

^'^Wf              ^ 

a^^ 

ISij^  /s  M 

|S 

*»f5> 

l^-vp? 

w 

M-Sj 

9 

a'> 

^      V 

1v 

1 

*w 

knIi 

/n 

fR 

|v*°' 

/' 

IP 

«      a? 

f '-k^^ 

lirHli!"! 

^Ifc         7  1  -^Vi^"'-^ 

Kj',,'-' 

H 

V    4  . 

»,i|L^r^ 

fe 

"11 

V.    1 

'^Jll 

TCENTJ 

^ 

ji<%  1 

\ 

'ii 

n^pi 

1        JAR. 

K 

^^'^"^  \ 

S- 

3 

'ivi 

..61!-^*°  W\[4v«-^--<. 

L^ 

130  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

of  the  enemy  upon  ''the  high  ground  opposite."    He  returned  to  the 
Morris  House  and  hurriedly  breakfasted.     Uneasy  about  Knowlton,  be 
sent  scouts  for  information,  when  presently  that  handsome,  animated 
young  officer  appeared  in  his  presence  asking  for  reinforcements  to  cap- 
ture his  pursuers.     Almost  simultaneously  one  hundred  of  the  British 
light  infantry,  who  had  clambered  up  the  steep  close  in  Knowlton*s  foot- 
steps, came  out  upon  the  plain  an<i  blew  their  bugle-horns,  as  usual  after 
a  fox-chase.    They  had  at  the  same  time  left  three  hundred  men  cod- 
cealed  in  the  woods  on  the  river-bank.    Washington  ordered  Major  Leitch 
with  a  detachment  of  Virginia  riflemen  to  join  Knowlton  and  his  rangers, 
and.  with  Reed  as  a  guide,  "  to  steal  ^  around  to  the  rear  of  the  foe  by 
their  right  flank,  while  another  detachment  was  to  feign  an  attack  in 
front     There  was  a  hollow  way,  or  ravine,  coursed  by  a  winding  stream, 
between  the  two  hostile  parties,  not  far  from  the  Ten  mile  stone,  termi- 
nating at  Audubon  Park.     The  British  upon  the  plain  (some  two  hundred 
feet  above  the  Hudson),  seeing  so  few  comii^  out  to  fight,  ran  jubilautly 
down  the  slope  towards  them  and  took  post  behind  a  rail-fence,  firing 
briskly.     As  the  Americans  pushed  forward  they  left  the  fence,  retiring 
up  the  hilL     Tiie  rattle  of  musketry  soon  brought  their  reser\'e  corps 
to  the  rescue ;  and  just  then,  by  some  mistake  or  failure  to  obey  orders 
to  the  letter,  never  satisfactorily  explained,  the  spirited  chaige  of  the 
rangers  and  riflemen  b^:an  upon  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  instead  of  the 
rear,  as  intendeiL     Both  Knowlton  and  Leitch  fell  within  ten  minutes, 
near  each  other,  and  within  a  few  paces  of  Reed,  whose  hoi'se  was  shot 
from  under  him.*     But  the  tide  was  turning,  and  the  British  giving  way 
in  an  open-field   conflict     Washington   reiuforceil    his   gallant  soldiers 
with  detachments  from  the  nearest  r^^imeiits,  Griflitl^s,  Richardson's, 
Nixon's,  Douglass's,  and  others,  and  the  ver}'  men  who  had  lieen  so  severely 
criticised  for  running  from  Kip's  Bay  the  day  before  reileemed  themselves 
from  the  odium  by  deeds  of  noble  tlaring.'     Putnam,  Reed,  and  other 
prominent  officers  took  command,  charging  upon  the  British  and  driving 
them  from  the  plain ;  they  fleti  through  a  piece  of  wo<xis,  becoming  scat- 
tered and  fighting  from  behind  trees  and  bushes,  and  then  into  a  buck- 
wheat field.     By  this  time  it  w;is  nearly  nooiL 

The  British  officers,  meanwhile,  wen?  on  the  alert,  and  trooj^  were  for 

*  **KMf«ltoii  feU,"  said  Atroii  Rut.  *-aboat  One  Handrvd  and  Fiftythinl  Street  i»i 
BWvMitli  Avntte."    BaMU^HmHt^  HH^kU^  by  ChanceHor  Erastiis  C  Benedict. 

*  **11w  ewtny  (AvMricaBs)  pcuumimd  grrat  adrantage  from  the  oircumstanoe  of  ttip^ 
vitilia  a  balf-miW  aS  tbeir  estiyoobed  oamp  vbence  they  could  be  supplied  with  fi«»h  Civofv 
W  oltM  aa  ocoaam  raqainvL'*  Si^m.^ns  HiMxty  a/  the  American  War  ;  Jay,  SO,  81- 
tlvb  Meorda  vilh  th*  v^^U-knovn  fact  tKat  th«  |;nnater  {lortiou  of  Wa.sliington*s  troopi  «^ 

Ml  tW  AkMtiii^:  of  Si^ptemWr  1<L  lu  tbtr  ncinity  of  the  Morris  House, 
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aided  on  the  trail  of  Leslie,  whose  disappearance  in  the  early  morning 
ith  his  light  infantry  had  caused  no  little  solicitude.  At  the  sound  of 
ina  on  Harlem  Heights,  Howe  sent  other  reinforcements  of  Highlanders 
id  Hessians  on  the  double  quick  to  their  relief.  An  Englishman  wrote : 
At  eleven  we  were  instantly  trotted  about  three  miles  (without  a  halt  to 
raw  breath)  to  support  a  battalion  of  light  infantry  which  had  impru- 
mtly  advanced  so  far  without  support  as  to  be  in  great  danger  of  being 
it  off"  One  thousand  of  the  reinforcing  troops  encountered  Greene's 
ro  brigades,  a  sharp  fight  ensuing  not  far  from  his  encampment ;  ^  others 
rooeeded  further  north  on  the  low  shore  before  mounting  the  heights, 
id  joined  their  comrades  in  the  buckwheat  field  just  as  the  sun  crossed 
16  meridian.  Through  "  more  succors  from  each  party  "  the  battle  was 
ere  maintained  for  nearly  two  hours  with  an  obstinacy  rarely  equaled  in 
le  history  of  modem  warfare.  The  enemy  finally  "  broke  and  ran,"  and 
ere  driven  and  chased  (the  Americans  mocking  their  bugles)  "  above  a 
die  and  a  half*  wrote  Beed, *' nearly  two  miles"  wrote  Knox,  taking 
lelter  in  an  orchard  finally  near  the  Eight  mile  stone,  when  Washington 
radenily  sent  Tilghman  to  older  the  victorious  soldiers  back  to  the  lines. 
luunas  Jones,  known  as  "  the  fighting  Quaker  of  Lafayette's  army,'*  said, 
we  drove  the  British  up  the  ix)ad  and  down  Break  Neck  Hill,  which  was 
be  reason  they  called  it  Break  Neck  Hill."' 

This  battle,  the  most  brilliant  and  in)})ortant  in  historical  results  of 
ay  fought  during  the  Revolutionar}'  War,  was  evidently  a  part  of  the 
iritiah  plan  to  drive  the  Americans  from  the  island  before  they  should 
lave  time  to  construct  defenses.  The  blunder  of  Leslie  in  beginning 
ihe  battle  too  soon,  and  in  the  wrong  place,  occasioned  the  succession  of 
BritiBh  fitilures  which  furnished  the  Americans  food  for  self-confidence 
vntfl  peace  was  proclaimed  Washington's  army  on  Harlem  Heights 
nambered,  on  the  16th,  scarcely  eight  thousand,  and  yet  four  thousand 
Bine  hundred  were  engaged  —  according  to  a  careful  estimate  from  re- 

^  9ruM  to  Oovemor  Cocke  of  Rhode  Island,  Sept.  17,  1776  ;  Jay^  55  ;  SmaUwood  to  the 
Mmjflmid  Omventum,  Oct.  12, 1776;  BeaUy  to  hiafidher,  IVaiiam  BeaUy  of  MaryUnd,  Sept. 
18,1776;  Shaves  Journal^  20  ;  Nash  Journal,  33,  34  ;  Samuel  Chase  to  OenenU  Oates,  Sept. 
^,1776;  Nidkoku  Fi»k  to  John  McKesson,  SecreUry  of  the  Convention,  Sept.  19,  1776  ; 
MftGMkfo  Hiomas  Fayerweather,  Sept.  23,  1776. 

*  Bumfkrey  Jones^  son  of  Thomas  Jones,  to  Chancellor  Erastus  C,  Benedict,  Feb.  8,  1878. 
Thkletter  ii  an  important  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence  which  locates  the  battle  of  Harlem 
Ha|^  The  distances  named  in  the  contemporaneous  correspondence  are  also  notably 
"tpttent  Silliman  wrote:  "The  fire  continued  very  heavy  from  the  musketry  and 
^  Ud-pieoet  about  two  hours,  in  which  time  our  people  drove  the  regulars  back  from 
l^\ofoAohoHlamile  and  a  half.'*  Had  the  battle  occurretl  south  of  Manhattanville, 
^thc  cMmy  been  driven  a  mile  and  a  half,  the  Americans  would  have  been  in  the  immedi- 
^  vidattj  of  the  Apthorpe  Mansiion  ! 
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ports  of  oflBcers  in  each   detachment.      The  British  were   superior  in 
numbers,  not  less  than  five  or  six  thousand  of  their  choicest  troops, 
with  seven  field-pieces,  being  in  the  action  —  while  eight  or  ten  thousand 
men  were  in  arms  ready  to  push  on.^     It  was  an  iiTegular  battle  from  the 
very  cliaracter  of  the  picturesque,  undulating,  wooded  heights,  with  their 
rough,  rocky,  and  almost  inaccessible  sides, — natural  buttresses,  support- 
ing plains,  ridges,  heavily  shaded   ravines,  and  small  hills  upon  hilk 
Large  bodies  could  move  considerable  distances  without  being  seen.    The 
British  plunged  in  wherever  there  was  an  opening.     The  combatants  were 
in  scouts  and  si^uads,  in  battalions  and  in  brigades.     They  fought  in 
the  woods,  from  behind  trees,  bushes,  rocks,  and  fences,  and  they  fought 
on  the  plain  and  in  the  road.     The  battle  raged  from  about  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-fifth  Street  nearly  to  Manhattanville.     The  enemy,  according  to 
Baurmeister,  lost  seventy  killed  and  two  hundred  wounded.     The  Ameii- 
c-aus,  twenty- five  killed  and  fifty-four  wounded.     Henshaw,  in  a  letter  to 
his  wife,  places  the  American  loss  at  one  hundred ;  others  have  claimed 
that  only  fifteen  lives  were  lost.     Knowlton  was  deeply  mourned.    He 
wiis  an  orticer  who  would  have  been  an  honor  to  any  country.     His  last 
wonls  werp,  "  Have  we  driven  the  enemy  ? "  *    Leitch,  one  of  Viiginii  s 
worthiest  sous,  survived  his  wounds  until  October  1. 

The  success  of  this  day  turned  the  current  of  affairs.  Henoeforwaid 
tho  Ainerinins  believed  in  themselves.  With  their  first  opportunity, 
tlu'V  had  tough t  the  enemy  upon  equal  footing;  and  had  virtually  de- 
IViiUil  tho  i'utire  plan  of  the  British  commanders  with  regard  to  north- 
wiml  and  i*iistwanl  conquest.  Faces  brightened  with  joy,  sinking  beaits 
hiiilKHl  tumultuously  with  hope,  and  men  worked  in  the  trenches  with  a 
vi;.;or  that  spread  like  a  contagion.  At  evening  the  armies  occupied  the 
rtiinm  ivhitive  ^Mjsitious  as  before  the  battle,  the  British  upon  Blooming- 
diilu  (or.  a.H  uioi-e  generally  called,  Vanderwater*s)  Heights,  and  the  Amer- 
kaiii*  ui>on  Harlem  Heights,  their  pickets  almost  within  speaking  distame 

*  ThoM)  fttt'lH  rtix*  well  autheiitk-ated,  and  were  there  no  other  evidence,  are  sufficieot  to  pf»- 
r.hiilii  thii  iKMAihility  of  the  battle  having  been  fought  upon  Vanderwater's  Heists,  maet 
WHtthiugtoii  ill  \i\»  wenk  and  dispirited  condition  would  never  have  been  90  indiacneC  11  tt 
llHVa  ncut  hnlf  hiit  available  forces  across  (what  would  have  proved  a  death-trap  for  erery  Bii 
111  iiNM»  uf  dvfi'Mt  and  rvtreat)  the  Manhattanville  hollow  way,  and  attempted  to  maiotiiB  1 
ftlMi  wtthiu  th«  Bi'iti«h  lines  undt*r  such  overwhelming  disadvantage. 
(MwMd  Thumaa  Knowlton  was  bom  in  West  Boxford*  Maasachusetta,  Novembers^ 
I     lU  wan  the  third  sou  of  William  Knowlton,  who  purchased  four  hundred  amiflfhi' 
^lllfonli  Cimuectivut,  whither  the  family  removed  during  the  boyhood  of  Tbomai   ^ 
llml  i»  Ik*  Miuy  at  Afttren,  during  the  French  War,  and  was  present  at  the  capcv*  ^ 
MmI  at  the  reduction  of  Havana.     He  was  the  com|Muiion  of  Pntnam  tliroa^ 
«  And  «vhievem«nt8,  and  specially  distinguished  himself  by  his  gallaotfj  at  ^ 
f  HUL     Leitch  was  buried  by  his  side. 
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("three  hundred  yards")  of  each  other  across  tlie  Manhattan ville  valley.^ 
And  thus  they  remained  for  u])wards  of  three  weeks. 

Howe  was  deeply  mortified.  His  geuemi  orders  next  morning  rebuked 
Leslie  for  imprudence.'  The  "  affair "  was  mentioned  as  one  **  of  out- 
posts" and  no  detailed  account  of  it  was  given.  It  was  none  the  less  a 
battle  however,  and  so  esteemed  at  the  time  by  all  concerned.  And  it 
was  not  only  the  first  victory  of  the  Americans  in  a  well-contested  action 
with  the  flower  of  the  British  soldiery,  coloring  all  the  future  of  Amer- 
ica, but  it  added  materially  to  the  caution  which  clogged  Howe's  subse- 
quent movements.  He  regarded  Harlem  Heights  henceforward  as  invul- 
nerable. He  wrote  to  the  ministry,  "  the  enemy  is  too  strongly  posted  to 
be  attacked  in  front,  and  innumerable  difficulties  are  in  the  way  of  turn- 
ing him  upon  either  side."  He  took  amj>le  time  for  consideration,  and 
then  made  elaborate  arrangements  to  throw  himself  in  the  rear  of  Wash- 
ington by  way  of  Westchester.* 

'  Graydon's  sUterocnt,  that  "our  most  advanced  picket  towards  New  York  at  the  'Point 
of  RoekH*  was  only  separated  from  that  of  the  enemy  by  a  valley  a  few  hundred  yards  over/* 
in  in  harmony  with  what  Harris  writes :  "After  landing  in  York  Island,  we  drove  the  Amer- 
inuit  into  their  works  beyond  the  eighth  mile-stone  from  New  York,  and  tof)k  poet  opposite 
to  them,  placetl  our.  picquets,"  etc.  Thus  from  the  evening  of  the  15th,  Vanden^'ater's 
Heights  was  practically  British  ground. 

«  FnfM,  MS.  Onler-Rwk  of  BrUish  FoU-Gu4trils,  S«-pt.  17,  1776.    "The  commander-in-chief 

toipproves  the  conduct  of  the  light  comjiany  in  pursuing  the  Kelx>ls  witliout  proj)er  discre- 

ion  and  without  support.**     From  Donop's  Report,  "General  lA'.slie  had  made  a  great  blunder 

■  fif*<'«g  these  brave  fellows  so  far  in  advance,  in  the  woods  without  supjiort'*     Frmn 

r»  Report,  "The  English  Light  Infantry  advanceil  too  quickly  on  the  retreat  of 

r,  and  at  Bruckland  Hill  fell  into  an  ambuscade  of  four  thousand  men,  and  if  the 

If  ulierB,  and  especially  the  Hessian  yagers,  had  not  arrived  in  time  to  help  them  not  one 

thus  hnve  light  troops  would  have  es<*a|)e<l." 

*  The  Tirioos  theories  advanced  by  distinguislietl  writers  conc<>rning  the  site  of  the  Imttle  of 

tflan  Heights  seem  to  have  been  the  result  of  {NM-uliar  ambiguity  in  the  accounts  hastily 

neil  at  the  time.     There  were  then  few  landmarks  to  date  from  ;  in  s]ieaking  of  hills  ami 

low  ways  there  were  several  between  the  Morris  House  and  the  Apthorpe  Mansion  ;  thus  it 

lU  be  hopeleu  to  undertake  to  locate  them  from  wonls  alone.     It  is  only  by  a  critical 

fvisoD  of  the  fifty  or  more  narrations  of  the  events  of  that  day  by  those  present,  using  each 

vidoal  scrap  of  information,  however  insignificant  in  itself,  to  amplify  or  explain  some 

r,  that  the  missing  links  are  all  enibodie<l,  and  the  mosaic  assumes  an  intelligible  and 

Mtie  fonn.     No  one  engaged  ran  see  the  whole  of  a  liattle.     Each  writer  registered,  as 

I  ha  went,  iwrtions  of  the  truth,  as  it  appeare<l  to  his  view.     All  agree  as  to  distances. 

iktteh  illustrates  the  topography  of  the  region,  and  will  aid  the  reader  in  locating  the 

■•Idd.     Authorities  compsreti  include,  Hon.  John  Jai/a  Commemoralive  Oraiion  ;  Ap- 

e  Is  /ay^s  Oraiion,  by  William    Kelby,   Assistant   Librarian   of   N.   Y.  Hist  Soc., 

eilgeontemponneous  written  evi«lence  from  thirty-four  Americans,  eight  British,  and 

'flajan  pens;  JoihnaorC»  Campaign  of  1776  around  Xew    York  and  Brooklyn;  Ban- 

Bittarjf  of  the  United  States;  Force;  Sjtarka ;  Irving;  Stedman;  Looting;  Dawson; 

»;  Mim  Booth;  Lushimf/on'a  Life  of  Lord  Harris;   Humphreys  Life  of  Putnam; 

Memoirs  ;  Benedict's  Batik  of  Harlem  Heights,  and  many  others. 


134  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HEW  TORE. 

The  city  meanwhile  was  transfoimed.  Houises  of  peisons  didqyal  to 
the  king  were  marked  with  a  broad  B ;  all  rebel  property  was  confiscated 
to  the  government  and  many  houses  belonging  to  individuals  who  had 
had  no  part  nor  share  in  the  Bevolution  were  also  marked.  This  last  out- 
rage was  supposed  to  have  been  the  work  of  parties  without  authoiity, 
with  personal  reasons,  but  no  redress  could  be  obtained  Jones  says,  "the 
soldiers  broke  open  the  City  Hall  and  plundered  it  of  the  College 
Library,  its  Mathematical  and  Philosophical  apparatus,  and  a  number 
of  valuable  pictures  which  had  been  removed  there  by  way  of  safety 
when  the  rebels  converted  the  Collie  (Columbia)  into  a  hospital  Thej 
also  plundered  it  of  all  the  books  belonging  to  the  subscription  libnuy, 
as  also  of  a  valuable  library  which  belonged  to  the  cor]X)ratioD,  the 
whole  consisting  of  not  less  than  sixty  thousand  volumes.^  This  was 
done  with  impunity,  and  the  books  publicly  hawked  about  the  town  for 
sale  by  private  soldiers,  their  trulls  and  doxeys.  I  saw  an  Annual  Reg- 
ister neatly  bound  and  lettered,  sold  for  a  dram,  Freeman's  Bepoits  for  a 
shilling,  and  Coke's  1st  Institutes,  or  what  is  usually  called  Coke  apon 
Littleton,  was  offered  to  me  for  \s.6d.  I  saw  in  a  public  house  apoo 
Long  Island  nearly  forty  books  bound  and  lettered,  in  which  were  affixed 
the  arms  of  Joseph  Murray  under  pawn  from  one  dram  to  three  diami 
each.^  To  do  justice  even  to  rebels,  let  it  here  be  mentioned  that  thoagh 
they  were  in  full  possession  of  New  York  for  nearly  seven  months,  and 
had  in  it  at  times  above  forty  thousand  soldiers,  neither  of  these  libraries 
were  ever  meddled  with.  No  orders  from  the  British  commanders  dis- 
countenanced these  unmilitary  and  unjustifiable  proceedinga"  Every 
available  shelter  was  in  demand  for  the  accommodation  of  the  garrisoD. 
Families  were  compelled  to  be  hospitable,  whether  agreeable  or  otherwise. 
The  widow  of  Thomas  Clarke  remained  at  her  pretty  country-seat  between 
Twentieth  and  Twenty-third  Streets,  near  Tenth  Avenue,  having  been 
advised  "to  stick  to  her  property."  Her  distress  and  alarm  may  be 
imagined,  as  a  party  of  Hessians  were  quartered  in  and  about  her  qoiet 
home.  The  commanding  officer,  however,  was  a  gentleman  as  well  aa  a 
nobleman,^  and  proved  so  agreeable  that  he  becune  a  favorite  with  the 

1  Sec  Vol.  I.  532,  647. 

*  See  Vol.  I.  599,  608,  636,  640.  Joseph  Mmraj  was  a  lawyer  who  made  a  large  fortm 
in  New  York,  and  was  a  prominent  and  osefol  citizen.  His  wife  was  the  first  ooosiii  ol  thi 
Earl  of  Halifax,  and  daughter  of  Governor  Cosby  of  New  York. 

'  The  military  services  of  Germany  and  Aostria  are  the  most  aristocratic  in  Europe  in  187i 
as  they  were  in  1776.  None  but  nobles  could  hold  commissions  under  any  GermaoSovV' 
eign.  The  officers  were  all  noblemen.  As  far  as  birth  was  concerned  the  Heaian  oAooi* 
a  whole  in  Howe's  army  were  superior  to  the  English  officers  as  a  whole.     A  rich  EngUshiB* 

old  bay  a  commission  for  his  son  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  the  boy  a 
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lily.    He  told  Mrs.  Clarke's  daughters  that  he  heard  of  their  di^ead  of 
oomiiig  to  the  house,  which  made  him  the  more  anxious  "  to  prove 
I  injustice  of  their  apprehensions.'*    These  young  ladies  were,  the  wife 
tlie  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Moore  and  her  sisters. 

Ere  the  week  which  had  opened  with  the  roar  of  artillery  came  to  an 
1,  New  York  was  in  flamea  About  one  o'clock  on  the  morning 
Saturday,  the  21st,  a  fire  broke  out  near  Whitehall  Slip.  A 
ih  gale  was  blowing  from  the  south,  and  the  weather  was  dry,  thus  it 
ead  with  inconceivable  rapidity.  It  coiled  itself  round  building  after 
Iding  like  a  serpent  greedy  of  its  prey.  Houses  and  churches  disap- 
Lred  like  dissolving  viewa  The  panic-stricken  and  distracted  inhabitants 
re  almost  as  terrible  to  behold  as  the  roaring  conflagration.  Blazing 
!-brands  leaped  along  in  advance  of  the  lurid  columti)  and  little  fires 
re  breaking  out  everywhere.  People  ran  along  the  streets  to  see,  and 
:  fire  went  over  their  heads  and  flanked  them.^  Even  the  red  heavens 
med  also  on  fire.  The  British,  maddened  by  the  supposition  that  it 
B  the  work  of  the  Americans,  visited  the  most  revolting  cruelties  upon 
"Bona  who  were  trying  to  save  property,  killed  some  with  the  bayonet, 
sed  others  into  the  flames,  and  one  who,  it  is  said,  was  a  royalist,  they 
Qged  by  the  heels  until  he  died.  The  wind  veering  as  the  great  fire- 
npeat  swept  up  the  east  side  of  Broadway,  near  Beaver  Street,  it  crossed, 
1  presently  Trinity  Church  was  a  blackened  heap  of  ruins,  together 
th  the  parsonage,  charity  school,  and  Lutheran  Church.  A  number  of 
izens  went  upon  the  flat  roof  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  extinguished  the 
kes  of  fire  as  they  fell,  thus  saving  the  beautiful  edifice.  All  the 
uses  west  of  Broadway  to  the  North  River  were  consumed,  the  fire  being  ' 
lecked  only  when  it  reached  the  College  grounds.  The  map  will  show 
e  reader  its  course  and  extent.  Howe  attributed  the  calamity  to  a 
nspiiacy.     It  was  generally  attributed  to  incendiaries,  and  some  two 

* 

I  Genntny  the  yoath  mmt  poawss  the  aristocratic  prefix  of  "  Von  **  or  "  De  '*  to  aspire  to  a 
The  Hessian  officers  in  America  were  polite,  courteous,  well-bred,  and  educated, 
without  exception.  De  Laiicey*$  Mount  WashingUm,  and  its  Capture ;  Mag.  Amtr. 
fur.,  Vol.  I.  76.  The  property  of  Mrs.  Clarke  was  called  the  Chelsea  farm.  The  man- 
M  and  a  part  of  the  land  came  into  possession  of  Bishop  Moore  by  the  will  of  Mrs. 
bfce  in  1802.  It  subsequently  belonged  to  Clement  C.  Moore,  the  son  of  the  Bishop. 
'  "If  one  was  in  one  street  and  looked  about,  the  fire  broke  out  already  in  another  street 
nvt ;  and  thus  it  nged  all  the  night,  and  till  about  noon."  Diary  of  Rev.  Mr.  SJuwkirk 
of  the  Moravian  Church,  Fulton  Street),  Saturday,  Sept.  21.  Barber*8  New  York ; 
Orim'M  AeamtUt  Vol.  Man.  1866  ;  Bancroft's  Hist.  If.  S;  Frank  Moore's  Diary  of  the 
;  freeman's  Joumal,  Oct.  5.  1776  ;  Duntap,  11,  78,  79  :  Howe  to  Oermain,  Sept. 
^  1776  ;  Tryom  to  Germain^  Sept  24,  1776  ;  John  Sloss  Hobart  to  the  New  York  Conven- 
Ml  8ipt  S5, 1776  ;  Cbimel  Hartley  to  General  Cfates,  Oct.  10, 1776 ;  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Inglis 
Jk.  Himd,  Oct  31,  1776. 
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hundred  persons  were  arrested  upon  suspicion  nnd  incarcerated.  E«it 
person  who  was  known  to  have  talked  inconsidemtely  was  seized  Ks 
aminations,  however,  elicited  no  proofs  of  guilt,  and  one  after  auoiliff 
was  liberateil.  The  origin  of  the  tire  was  subsequently  traced  '" 
midnight  carousal  in  a  small  public  house  of  low  character  nearWhil^ 
Slip.  It  is  said  that  the  night  being  chilly,  the  half  drunken  heii^" 
brought  ill  some  boards  or  rails,  nnd  kindled  the  ends  in  a  laije  flW- 
fashioned  fiif!-place ;  the  fire  creeping  along  the  dry  timber  soon  comnn- 
nicated  with  the  Hoor.     The  sequel  has  been  told. 

As  tbe  sun  was  declining  behind  the  smoking  and  still  buminir  na» 

towards  evening  of  the  same  day,  Nathan  Hale  was  brought  inl-"  N** 

York  a  captive  spy.  and  taken  before  Lord  Howe  at  the  Beekman  SI*"" 

aion '  on  the  height  near  Fifty-tirst  Street  aud  E  ist  Kiver,  the  flej'* 

1  See  Sketch  of  HMuion.    V<A.  l-,  M9. 
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les  Beekman,  who  had  fled  with  his  family  into  the  country  to 
tunes  oi  America.     Hale  was  a  young  captain  of  twenty-one, 
uty  of  character,  a  Yale  graduate,  and,  like  Andru,  already 
He  volunteei-ed  for  the  dangerous  duty,  went  from  Harlem  to 
»nnecticut,  and  in  the  garb  of  a  school-teacher,  crossed  the 
sloop  and  plunged  boldly  into  the  enemy's  country.     He 
New  York  and  i-eturned  to  Brooklyn,  and  had  i*eached  the 
as  waiting  to  step  aboard  the  craft  for  Norwalk,  when  it 
is  betrayed  by  a  relative,  who  recognized  him  in  a  Hunting- 
He  was  tried^  accoixling  to  tradition,  in  the  greenhouse  of 
I  Mansion ;  he  fmnkly  admitted  his  rank  in  Washington's 
I  bad  been  a  spy,  and  had  been  successful  in  his  search  for 
nd  calmly  received  his  sentence  to  be  executed  on  the  fol- 
ing  at  dawn.     He  was  denied  a  clei^man,  and  a  Bible ;  and 
mned  to  his  mother,  his  sister,  and  his  lady-love,  through  the 
an  oSicer  in  furnishing  him  with  pen  and  ink,  were  torn  up 
1  Cunningham.     His  last  woi-ds  were,  "  I  only  regret  that  I 
J  life  to  lose  for  my  country.**    The  stoiy  of  his  heroic  death 
known  throughout  the  army,  and  inspired  his  comrades  like 

me  date  (September  21)  also  passed  away  Lieutenant-Gover- 
ider  Golden,  at  his  countiy-seat  in  Flushing,  Long  Island,  at 
age  of  eighty-nine. 

y  following,  five  hundred  prisoners  of  war  sent  from  Quebec 

a  parole,  were  landed  at  Elizabethtown  point.     It  was  near 

the  bright  full  moon  shone  from  a  cloudless  sky.     Daniel 

the  number.     As  he  spmng  from  the  bow  of  the  lx>at  he 

as  if  to  clasp  it,  exclaiming  "  0,  my  country !"    He  had 

commission  in  the  British  army  if  he  would  go  over  to 

d  resented  it  as  an  insult.     Upon  hearing  of  liis  return, 

Bned  his  exchange,  and  recommended  his  promotion. 

uiet  at  Harlem  Heights  (henceforth  oftener  called  Mount 

ugh  both  armies  were  apparently  inactiva     There  were 

les  and  alarms.     In  a  well-planned  but  unsuccessful 

'Randall's  Island,  Thomas  Henley  of  Gharlestown, 

of  the  most  promising  of  officers,  lost  his  life.     The 

wailed  in  the  matter  of  fortification.     Three  lines  of 

thrown  across  the  heights,  besides  several  batteries 

rious  points  overlooking  Harlem  and  fronting  the 

ogton  was  converted  into  a  fortress  of  great  strength. 

Hundred  Eighty -third  Street,  two  hundred  and  thirty 
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feet  above  the  Hudson.  It  was  opposite  Fort  Lee  (Ck)n8titution)  on  tk 
Jersey  shore.  Two  hundred  men  were  employed  vigorously  loading  vw- 
sels  with  stone  and  sinking  them  at  this  point  to  obstruct  the  paaeage 
of  British  ships  into  the  upper  Hudson.  For  two  weeks  grain  and  haj 
in  large  quantities  lay  unmolested  upon  Harlem  Flata  Both  annies 
looked  at  and  coveted  it  Finally  Washington  sent  several  hundred  men 
with  wagons  to  garner  it  in ;  a  covering  party  approached  the  enemj, 
who  manned  their  lines,  anticipating  an  attack.  The  two  hostile  forces 
stood  and  blinked  at  each  other,  but  neither  fired  a  shot  Meanwhik 
the  business  was  accomplished  ;  and  both  parties  retired  laughing  within 
their  lines. 

Lord  and  General  Howe  took  occasion  meanwhile  to  publish  anothflr 
declaration  to  the  inhabitants  of  America  on  the  subject  of  their  grief- 
ances,  promising  in  the  king's  name  a  revision  of  his  instructions,  and 
pardons  and  favors  to  all  who  would  return  to  their  alliance.    Thqr 
were  disappointed  in  its  effects.    The  men  were  fewer  upon  this  side 
of  the  water  disposed  to  join  the  British  army  than  had  been  represented. 
At  the  same  time  the  cunning  scheme  created  no  little  despondency  and 
discontent  in  the  various  districts  along  the  Hudson,  and  filled  the  minds 
of  the.  American  leaders  with  apprehension.     Robert  R  Livingston  wrote 
from  the  Convention,  "  We  are  constantly  engaged  in  the  detection  of 
treasons,  yet  plots  multiply  upon  us  daily,  and  we  have  reason  every 
moment  to  dread  an  open  rebellion."     William  A.  Duer  wrote  from  the 
same  body,  "  The  committee  to  which  I  belong  make  daily  fresh  dis- 
coveries of  the  infernal  practices  of  our  enemies  to  excite  insurrections 
among  the  people  of  New  York."    Washington  appealed  to  Congress  on 
the  subject  of  short  enlistments,  which  was  demoralizing  in  the  extreme, 
and.  urged  the  reorganization  of  the  army  on  a  more  substantial  basis. 
The  strange,  whimsical,  scoffing  Lee  at  the  same  moment  was  abusing 
Congress  for  refusing  to  give  him  a  separate  command  on  the  Delaware 
—  he  was  ordered  to  Washington's  camp  instead.     He  obeyed,  tardily, 
writing  to  Gates  shortly  after,  "  Congress  seems  to  stumble  at  every  step. 
I  do  not  mean  one  or  two  of  the  cattle  but  the  whole  stable.    In  my 
opinion  General  Washington  is  much  to  blame  in  not  menacing  them 
with  resignation,  unless  they  refrain  from  unhinging  *the  army  by  their 
absurd  interference."     Lord  Stirling,  about  the  same  time  cheered  the 
camp  at  Harlem  Heights  by  his  presence,  an  exchange  of  prisoners  having 
been  successfully  negotiated. 

Notwithstanding  the  labor  expended  upon  obstructions  in  the  Hudson, 
three  British  ships  passed  them  safely  on  the  morning  of  the  9th. 
On  the  12th  Howe's  army  was  in  motion.     Men-of-war  sailed  up 
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im  which  he  h;u  made  no  westing  in  the  sea  phrase,  and  if  he  make 
:h  more  easting,  and  endeavors  to  stretch  across,  he  will  need  as  large 
Aimy  as  that  of  Xerxes  to  form  a  line.'*  Both  armies  were  deficient 
lie  means  of  transportation.  Howe  was  hindered  by  the  destruction 
iridges  and  the  felling  of  trees  across  the  roads.  It  took  him  as  long 
vercome  these  obstacles  as  it  did  Washington  to  throw  up  stone-walls 
cover  them  with  earth.  Howe  was  in  a  perpetual  state  of  alarm  also, 
be  was  not  blind  to  the  generalship  of  his  adversary.  He  marched 
olid  columns,  and  all  his  encampments  were  well  guarded  with  artil- 
.    On  the  25th  he  advanced  within  four  miles  of  White  Plains „      *. 

Sept.  26. 

again  halted.    Washington  had  reached  and  fortified  certain 
I  points  in  that  village,  intending  to  make  a  stand,  not  so  much  that 
itde  was  courted  as  to  draw  the  enemy  forward  and  waste  his  time. 

27th  was  marked  by  an  unsuccessful  attack  upon  Fort  Washington, 
Lord  Percy,  aided  by  the  ships  in  the  Hudson. 

he  morning  of  the  28th  saw  Howe's  troops  moving  forward,  intending 
aiently  to  fight  a  great  battle.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  the 
m  De  Heister  commanded  the  two  chief  divisions.  At  Hart's 
ner  they  drove  back  a  party  of  Americans  under  Spencer  who  had 
a  sent  out  to  delay  their  progress.  When  within  three  fourths  of  a 
e,  ihey  could  see  Washington's  army  in  order  of  battle,  upon  chosen 
and.  behind  two  parallel  lines  of  intrenchments,  awaiting  their  ap- 
•ch  with  an  air  of  easy  self-confidence.  Howe  carefully  measured  his 
tnoes;  should  he  carry  one  line  there  would  remain  another;  if  he 
led  both,  the  northern  hills  would  provide  for  the  retreating  foe  —  "  the 
id  anny  could  not  be  destroyed."  But  having  come  so  far  he  must 
aomething,  hence  he  valiantly  attacked  a  feeble  outpost 
Chatterton  Hill,  west  of  the  Bronx,  and  less  than  a  mile  to  the  south- 
it  rf  Washington's  main  army,  covered  the  Tarrytown  road ;  it  was 
tified,  and  occupied  by  a  force  of  about  fourteen  hundred  men  under 
cDoagalL  Howe  directed  four  thousand  of  his  warriors  to  dislodge 
n,  while  the  rest  of  his  army  seated  themselves  on  the  ground  as 
dDOMin.  The  scene  was  in  full  view  of  the  American  army.  An 
Atlual  cannonade  was  commenced  from  the  east  side  of  the  Bronx ; 
•.  pveaendy,  a  red-coated  division  waded  through  the  shallow  river, 
•*  itngj^  through  a  deadly  shower  of  bullets  up  the  i-ocky  steep. 
^  ttem  minutes  they  met  a  determined  resistance,  but  when  two  fresh 
ViMBtB  attacked  his  flank,  as  well  as  front,  McDougall,  still  pi-eserving 
ii  wmtnnmcations,  conducted  his  party  safely  over  the  Bronx  bridge, 
■*  It  the  road  to  the  American  lines.  Some  eighty  were  taken  pris- 
"•■•i the  whole  loss  not  exceeding  one  hundred.    The  British  lost  double 

teannbaL 
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The  acquisition  of  the  hill  was  of  no  consequence  to  Howe  after  all 
his  trouble.  It  reaUy  enfeebled  him  by  dividing  his  forces.  The  day 
was  waning,  the  men  were  fatigued,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  pursue 
McDougal  or  fortify  the  post.  The  whole  British  army  lay  that  night 
upon  their  arms  in  order  of  battle.  The  next  morning  it  rained.  Howe 
watched  the  skies,  waiting  for  fair  weather.  Washington  occupied  the 
day  in  removing  the  sick  and  his  stores  to  the  hills,  some  two  miles 
north,  in  his  rear,  where  he  was  also  throwing  up  strong  works.  The 
30th  was  unfavorable  for  Howe's  progress,  and  favorable  for  Washington's 
plans.     Another  drenchinor  rain  on  the  31st,  and  Howe  still  re- 

Oct.  SI.  -^  .  °  - 

mained  inactive.  That  night  Washington  retired  to  the  new 
position  he  had  chosen,  which  could  be  more  easily  defended  than  that 
in  the  village  of  White  Plains. 

On  the  5th  of  November  Howe  suddenly  broke  up  his  encampment  in 
front  of  Washington's  lines  and  moved  towards  Dobb's  Ferry.  He 
had,  prior  to  this,  ordered  Baron  Von  Knyphausen  from  New  Bo- 
chelle  to  Kingsbridge,  the  American  garrison  at  that  post  retiring  to  Fort 
Washington  as  he  appeared.  It  was  a  puzzle  to  the  Americans  whetkr 
Howe  intended  to  penetrate  New  Jersey  and  march  to  Philadelphia,  or 
embark  in  vessels  on  the  Hudson  and  fall  upon  their  rear.  A  council  of 
war  determined  to  throw  an  army  into  the  Jerseys  and  secure  PeekskOl 
As  for  Fort  Washington,  it  was  retained  on  account  of  its  strategic 
importance,  and  to  aid  Fort  Lee,  opposite,  in  blockading  the  passage  of 
the  river. 

But  there  was  a  tmitor  in  that  stronghold.  William  Dement,  the 
adjutant-general  of  Robert  Magaw,  commandant  of  the  post,  passed  undis- 
covered, on  the  night  of  November  2,  into  the  British  camp  of  Earl  Percy, 
carrying  plans  of  Fort  Washington,  with  complete  information  as  to  the 
works  and  the  garrison.^  Percy  despatched  a  mdfesenger  with  the  news 
in  all  haste  to  Howe  at  White  Plains,  who,  seeing  how  he  could  captore 
an  important  fortress,  without  much  risk,  and  thus  control  the  Hudson 
and  the  country  beyond,  started  without  a  moment's  delay,  reaching 
Dobb's  Ferry  on  the  6th.  The  next  day  he  sent  artillery  to  Knyphausen 
at  Kingsbridge,  and  placed  batteries  in  position  on  the  Westchester  side 
of  the  Harlem  River  to  cover  selected  points  of  attack.  These  and  other 
active  preparations  went  forward  without  exciting  suspicion  in  the  mind 
of  Washington  as  to  the  real  purpose  of  the  enemy.  On  the  12th  the 
whole  British  army  moved  to  Kingsbridge  and  encamped  along  the  high 
grounds  of  Harlem  River,  with  his  right  on  the  Bronx  and  his  left  on  the 

*  DeLanccys  Notes  to  Jones's  History  of  New  York  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  Vol  L, 
626-636  ;  DeLanccys  Mount  Wiuihingtoii  and  its  Capture;  Mag.  Amer,  Hid,,  VoL  L 
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dson.  Four  separate  points  of  attack  were  planned,  and  subsequently 
ried  out  to  the  letter.  On  the  night  of  the  14th  thirty  row-boats, 
afly  firom  the  fleet,  passed  undiscovered  up  the  North  River,  through 
tyten  Duyvel  into  the  Harlem  River,  ready  for  use.  On  the  morning 
iie  15th  Howe  summoned  Magaw  to  surrender,  under  penalty  of 
xinn  (which  by  military  law  is  liability  to  be  put  to  the  sword 
aken),  and  gave  him  two  hours  to  decide.     Magaw  at  once  returned 

brave  answer,  "  I  am  determined  to  defend  this  post  to  the  last 
remity."  Greene  was  at  Fort  Lee,  and  approved  Magaw's  action  ;  he 
t  a  messenger  with  the  intelligence  directly  to  Washington  at  Hack- 
acky  where  he  was  arranging  for  the  reception  of  his  army  then  crossing 

Hudson  at  Peekskill,  who  rode  in  all  haste  to  Fort  Lee.  Finding 
t  Greene  was  at  Momit  Washington,  he  embarked  in  a  row-boat  to 
98  the  river,  although  it  was  late  in  the  evening,  but  met  Greene  and 
tnam  returning  when  about  midway  between  the  two  shores*,  they 
1  him  that  the  troops  were  in  high  spirits,  and  would  make  a  good 
'enae ;  hence  they  together  repaired  to  Fort  Lee.  Not  one  among 
I  American  officers  dreamed  that  it  was  treason  with  which  they  were 
ikending.  Washington's  judgment  was  opposed  to  liolding  Fort 
lahington,  but,  governed  by  the  wishes  of  Congress  and  a  vote  of  the 
nicQ  of  war,  he  had  hitherto  left  its  evacuation  to  the  discretion 
Greene,  who  was  on  the  spot  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
d  confident  that  if  matters  came  to  the  worst  the  garrison  could  be 
itbdrawn. 

The  next  morning  was  fair.  At  early  dawn  there  were  active  movements 
xm  every  side  of  Mount  Washington  except  the  river  side.  The  several 
Dtish  columns  all  pushed  forward  simultaneously.  Lord  Comwal- 
I  cGmbed  the  steep  heights  with  his  force ;  Percy,  accompanied 
f  Howe  who  animated  the  troops  by  acts  of  personal  bravery,  with  a  col- 
■nftom  Harlem  Flats,  attacked  the  lower  lines ;  Knyphausen  led  his  men 
p the  Heights  through  many  grave  obstacles;  and  other  gallant  oflicers 
M  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight.  The  Highlanders  rushed  up  the  steep 
i*  Mow  the  Morris  House,  and  captured  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Mrictns.  detached  to  oppose  them  at  that  point.  The  greatest  gallantry 
H  eihibited  on  both  sides.  Magaw  had  made  good  disposition  of  his 
Mi,  conaid^ng  the  ground  and  the  four  attacks  to  be  met  But  the 
HKA,  knojring  precisely  the  strength  they  were  to  overcome,  were  pro- 
Had  with  the  means.  As  the  troops  were  driven  in  from  the  various  outer 
Meuia^  Magaw  found  the  foi-t  so  crowded  that  ftirtl.er  resistance  could 
^  invdve  great  sacrifice  of  life,  and,  after  much  parley,  signed  articles 
r  Q^itlllation  with  Knyphausen   and   Colonel   Patterson,  the   British 
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adjutant-general.  In  the  midst  of  these  negotiations  a  note  from  WaA- 
ington,  telling  Magaw  thaft  if  he  could  hold  out  till  evening  an  effort 
would  be  made  to  bring  off  the  garrison,  was  brought  by  Captain  Gooch, 
who,  crossing  the  Hudson  in  a  small  boat,  ran  up  the  steep,  delivered  the 
message,  and,  running  through  the  fire  of  the  Hessians,  reached  his  craft 
and  recrossed  the  river  in  safety.  But  it  was  too  late.  The  teniw  of 
surrender  had  already  assumed  the  form  of  an  agreement.  Thus  were 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  soldiers  captured  ;  four  officen 
and  fifty  privates  were  among  the  killed,  and  ninety-three  men  were 
wounded.  The  British  engaged  in  the  battle  numbered  about  eight  llMm- 
sand  nine  hundred  ;  their  loss  has  been  variously  estimated,  but  the  total 
in  killed  and  wounded  was  four  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

Graydon,  a  captain  in  Cadwallader*s  regiment,  one  of  the  prisoners  cap- 
tured, writes,  "  Howe  must  have  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  ground 
we  occupied."  Sixteen  years  later,  the  traitor  himself,  in  attemptii^  to 
recover  certain  dues  from  the  British  government,  described  his  treason 
over  his  own  signature,  stating,  explicitly,  that  through  the  plans  he  fa^ 
nished  Lord  Percy,  "the  fortress  was  taken  by  his  Majesty's  tioopa" 
This  letter,  dated  London,  January  16,  1792,  authenticated  beyond  ques- 
tion, is  now  in  possession  of  Edward  Floyd  De  Lancey.  It  is  possihie 
that  Howe  might  have  moved  against  Fort  Washington  without  thii 
information,  but  his  chances  of  success  would  have  been  as  limited  ss 
Greene,  Putnam,  and  Mercer  predicted  ;  even  Washington,  who  was  in 
consultation  with  these  generals  on  the  very  morning  of  the  battle,  seems 
not  to  have  been  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  garrison.  The  losing  of  so 
many  brave  men  was  painfully  disheartening  ;  in  addition  to  which  forty- 
three  guns,  twenty-eight  hundred  muskets,  four  hundred  thousand  car- 
tridges, fifteen  barrels  of  gimpowder,  several  thousand  shot  and  shell,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  military  stores,  including  "  two  hundred  iron  fraiseof 
four  hundred  weight  each,  supposed  to  be  intended  to  stop  the  navigation 
of  the  Hudson  River,"  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Thus  was  Manhattan  Island  in  complete  possession  of  the  British ;  and 
the  king  s  fleet  might  furrow  without  molestation  the  Hudson,  the  East 
River,  and  the  watere  of  the  Sound. 

Fort  Lee  was  of  no  further  importance  to  the  Americana  Washington 
ordered  its  stores  and  guns  removed  at  once,  preparatory  to  its  abandon- 
ment ;  this  work  was  in  progress  and  partially  effected,  when,  during  the 
stormy  night  of  the  19tli,  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  six  thousand  troops, 
crossed  the  Hudson  some  live  miles  above,  the  men  dragging  cannon 
by  hand  up  a  steep,  narrow,  wugh  road  (for  nearly  half  a  mile),  to  the 
top  of  the  palisades,  and  early  in  the  morning  of  the  20th  conunencrf 
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brisk  march  southward,  intending  to  enclose  the  garrison  between  the 
udson  and  Hackeusack  Rivers.    A  farmer  brought  the  tidings  to  Greene. 
was  evident  that  the  safety  of  the  troops  depended  upon  the 
lerity  with  which  they  could  reach  and  cross  the  bridge  to  the 
her  side  of  the  Hackensack,  where  Washington  and  his  main  army  were 
icauped.     The  deplorable  want  of  horses  and  wagons  rendered  the  loss 
much  baggage  and  valuable  stores  inevitable.     There  was  no  help  for 
Tents  were  left  standing,  and  fires  burning  with  the  soldiers'  break- 
st8  cooking  over.  them.     A  large,  flat,  scorched  stone  is  to  this  day 
dnted  out  as  the  oven  where  the  bread  was  baking  for  the  officers'  table. 
18  vanguard  of  the  British  reached  the  bridge  almost  as  soon  as  the 
mericans,  but  the  latter  escaped,  and  Comwallis  did  not  esteem  it  worth 
bile  to  attempt  the  crossing. 

Washington  posted  troops  along  the  western  bank  of  the  Hackensack, 
i  a  show  of  defense,  while  he  moved  his  heavy  artillery  and  stores  farther 
land.  But  he  had  no  intention  of  remaining  upon  this  level  peninsula, 
immed  in  by  two  rivers,  without  an  intrenching  tool,  and  with  hundreds 
■  men  destitute  of  shelter  from  the  November  elements.  He  wrote  to 
ee,  at  North  Castle,  to  join  him  quickly  with  the  troops  under  his  com- 
land.  Towards  evening  of  the  same  day  of  hurry  and  excitement,  an 
ipress  from  Heath  (who  was  guarding  the  Highlands)  came  upon  the 
ooie  with  a  letter  for  Washington.  He  met  Keed,  who,  sitting  on  his 
tone,  wrote  to  Lee  upon  a  scrap  of  brown  wrapping  paper,  "  Dear  Gen- 
nd,  we  are  flying  before  the  British.  I  pray  — "  and  the  pencil  broke. 
le  added  the  remainder  of  the  message  verbally  —  "  you  to  push  and  join 
ii,*  and  bade  the  horseman  speed  without  loss  of  time  to  North  Castle. 
Ihe  commission  was  faithfully  executed,  and  the  messenger  related  also 
•lilt  he  had  seen  with  his  own  eyes.     On  the  21st  Washington  „ 

•^  °  Nov.  21. 

Qnaed  the  Passaic  River ;  and  on  the  22d  entered  Newark,  where 
be  remained  six  days.  The  diminution  of  the  army  through  the  departure 
efetddiers  whose  terms  of  enlistment  had  expired  was  a  source  of  dismay  at 
flne  juncture.  Washington  was  attended  by  less  than  thirty-five  hundred 
'wepe.  Mercer's  flying  camp  was  dissolving,  his  men  having  engaged  to 
•«▼•  only  until  December  1.  Lee  did  not  come  to  the  front  as  ordered. 
Wmyler,  always  on  the  alert  to  send  help  where  it  was  wanted,  responded 
toWishington's  appeal  to  hasten  from  the  North  the  troops  of  Pennsyl- 
and  New  Jersey  to  his  assistance,  but  the  march  w^as  long,  their 
nearly  expired,  and  they  refused  to  re-enlist.  Mifflin  was  dispatched 
b  Fmnqrlvania,  where  he  possessed  great  influence,  to  endeavor  to  raise 
•■■fciwments ;  and  Reed  was  sent  to  Governor  Livingston  to  press  upon 
^Mtiee  the  absolute  need  of  unusual  exertions  to  prevent  the  State  of 
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New  Jersey  from  being  overrun  by  the  enemy.  Livingston  made  the 
most  strenuous  efforts  to  have  militia  in  the  field  in  time  to  oppose  the 
invading  force.  He  issued  circulars  and  he  wrote  letters ;  but  a  ptmc 
had  seized  the  mass  of  the  population.  Congress  was  at  the  same  time 
writing  to  the  North  and  South,  entreating  for  troops,  and  begging  blank- 
ets and  woolen  stockings  for  the  freezing  soldiers.  Pennsylvania  vu 
paralyzed  by  anarchy,  and  \s} 
profitless  disputes  conceniing 
.  the  new  constitutioa  Y« 
Miniin  was  destined  to  beano- 
cessful  in  and  about  Phili- 
delphia,  and  men  were  soon 
enlisting  with  enthusiasm. 

On   the  28th   Washingtoa 

left  Newark,  as  the  advanced 

guard   of  Comwallis  enlend 

the   city,  —  the   British  oB- 

'  vi   v-i-         im—-     I  3,     cers  quartering  themselves  a 

•As  \^^SfiVj^^    """  the  best  houses  and  dmnod- 

t    \       1"?^    '  '"  ing  the  best  furniture  to  make  their  room 

.   ■     comfortable.     The  American  army  slept  the  nuM 

night  in  New  Brunswick.     Livingston  was  withWash- 

Jtl^'f''    '         iiigton  in  conference   the  following  morning,   and  «15 

\Z'riiiiu,  "^  directed  to  collect  all  the  boats   on  the  Delaware  is 

Homasf  a  distance  of  seventy  miles  above  Philadelphia, 

GvnanI  Philip  Sohuyltr,  Alb«nv-  1        1  ■■  1  ..  j       tl. 

'  '      and   place   them  under  a  strong   guard.    Tbe 

tirst  day  of  December  came,  and  also  the  British  van,  in  full  vie» 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  Karitan.  The  Americans  broke  down  the 
bridge  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  cannonade,  which  was  answered  by  i 
spirited  fire  from  the  battery  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  while  the  ban- 
footed,  tattered  American  army  quitted  New  Bnmswick  in  haste,  and 
marched  by  night  to  Princeton.  The  dazzling,  warmly  clad,  and  suc- 
cessful Englishmen  seemed  to  be  sweeping  all  before  them  ;  the  inhabi- 
tants in  vast  numbers  flocked  to  them  for  protection ;  and  the  Homs 
cunningly  seized  this  opportunity  to  issue  another  proclamation,  offerinj 
full  pardon  to  all  who  would  within  sixty  days  appear  before  an  offico 
of  the  crown  and  take  the  oath  of  submission  to  Royal  authority. 

It  was  now  that  Wasdiington  began  tf)  display  his  great  moral  and  ia- 
tellectual  qualities  to  advanta;;e.  His  mind  seemed  to  expand  with  tie 
diirknessof  the  situation.  The  dee|>er  the  gloom,  the  brighter  and  tie 
clearer  his  mental  vision.     Livingston  had  not  yet  been  able  to  raise  ow 
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Vf  of  recruits  in  all  New  Jersey.  Reed,  while  on  his  mission  to 
jw  Jersey  government,  sent  his  commission  to  Congress,  through 
ingness  to  follow  "  the  wretched  remains  of  a  broken  army."  The 
iX  of  the  censure  he  was  likely  to  encounter  induced  him  at  the  end 
days  to  retract  his  resignation  ;  but  Washington's  affectionate  con- 
in  him  was  forever  impaired.  A  sarcastic  and  self-constituted 
BS  also  unexpectedly  revealed  in  Lee,  whose  neglect  to  obey  orders 

I  emeigency  deprived  Washington  of  the  aid  of  a  considerable 
r  of  soldiers  upon  whom  he  had  counted  with  certainty.  Men  of 
ce  were  daily  going  over  to  Howe ;  the  State  of  Maryland  was 

to  renounce  the  declaration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  for  the  sake  of 
^mmodation  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  it  was  rumored  that  Connec- 
Gul  appointed  a  committee  to  make  peace  with  the  king's  commis- 
In  Washington's  own  immediate  family  officers  were  criticising 
her,  and  making  the  character  and  military  conduct  of  their  com- 
>in-chief  the  subject  of  disparaging  comments. 
wallis  halted  six  days  in  New  Brunswick,  not  being  able  to  pix)- 
ither  '^Hthout  positive  ordera  from  Howe.  Washington  left  Loi-d 
{ with  twelve  hundred  men  in  Princeton,  while  he  went  forwaixl 
(ton  and  transported  his  remnant  of  military  stores  and  baggage 
the  Delaware.  He  then  faced  about.  On  the  Gth  of  December 
joined  Comwallis  at  New  Brunswick,  and  after  deliberate  prepa- 
oontinued  the  pursuit.  Washington,  on  the  counter-march 
oeton,  December  8,  met  Stirling  retiring  l)efoi*e  a  superior 
md  returning  to  Trenton,  crossed  the  Delaware  in  safety.  Had 
instead  of  resting  seventeen  hours  at  Princeton,  pushed  forwai*d 
iately,  the  year  1776  might  have  ended  with  a  very  different  record. 
ras,  Comwallis  reached  Trenton  just  in  time  to  see  the  rear  guanl 
ihington  land  upon  the  western  bank  of  the  Delaware ;  he  made 
unsnccessful  efforts  io  seize  boats,  and  seemed  surprised  to  find 

II  beyond  his  reach.  He  marched  thirteen  miles  up  the  river  to 
1*8  Ferry,  sending  a  column  also  below  as  if  he  would  entrap  the 
Sins  in  the  acute  angle  made  by  the  bend  of  the  river  opposite 
rtown.  But  an  able  disposition  of  troops  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
ikware  by  Washington,  and  the  want  of  boats,  discouraged  special 

A  noted  loyalist,  in  censuring  Howe  for  not  crossing  immediately 
nnihilating  the  American  army,  said,  "  There  was  a  board-yard 
iy  fall  and  directly  back  of  the  house  in  which  the  commander- 
rf  had  his  headquarters,  and  which  he  must  have  seen  every  time 
ked  out  of  his  bedroom  window.  Besides,  there  was  in  Trenton  a 
V  of  laige  bams  and  storehouses,  built  of  boards,  out  of  which  rafts 
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might  have  heen  made,  in  the  space  of  two  days,  sufficient  to  have  ocn- 
veyed  the  whole  British  army,  with  their  baggage,  artillery,  and  provisions, 
across  the  river." 

Putnam  was  now  detached  to  take  command  of  Philadelphia  and  pot 
it  in  a  position  of  defense.     Congress  retired  to  Baltimore.     Ever  since 
the  army  separated  at  White  Plains,  Lee  had  acted  a  mysterious  pail 
His  reputation  was  at  its  zenith,  and  not  only  Congress  but  the  coontiy 
at  large  pinned  imlimited  faith  to  his  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war.  When 
ordered  to  New  Jersey  he  raved  about  the  insanity  of  one  army  reinforcing 
another,  as  if  he  was  holding  a  separate  command.     He  glibly  discussed 
saving  the  community  regardless  of  Congress,  and  wrote  to  Congress  re- 
flecting severely  upon  Washington's  judgment     He  was  an  ambitions 
aspirant  for  power.     FinaDy  the  repeated  mandates  of  his  superior  ad- 
mitted of  no  further  evasion,  and  his  division  crossed  the  Hudson  Decem- 
ber 3.     His  progress  after  that  was  vexatiously  slow.    He  was  in  Pomptoo 
on  the  7th ;  from  Morristown  he  wrote  to  Congress,  December  8,  thit 
Washington  was  all  wrong,  and  that  he  had  no  idea  of  joining  him ;  and 
to  Washington  he  reported  his  division  as  consisting  of  four  tbouauid 
noble-spirited  men,  with  whom  he  would  "  hang  on  the  enemy's  resr." 
Again  ordered  peremptorily  to  the  Delaware,  he  moved  forward  leisorelj, 
caviling  at  everything  done  by  others,  and  in  four  days  had  only  reached 
Baskinridge,  where  he  very  indiscreetly  lodged,  with  a  small  guard,  bi 
Mr.  White's  tavern,  near  the  church,  some  distance  from  the  main  body 
of  his  troops.     A  loyalist  in  the  neighborhood  rode  in  all  haste  with  th« 
intelligence  to  Colonel  Harcourt,  afterwards  Earl  Harcourt,  who,  with  a 
scouting  party  of  seventy  dragoons,  was  watching  for  an  opportunity  of 
distinguishing  himself.     Pearly  next  morning  he  reached  the  spot  bjr » 
rapid  march,  surrounded  the  house,  and  in  four  minutes  was  be•^ 
mg  off  m  triumph  the  capricious  general  who  had  just  wntten 
boastful  letters  to  the  effect  that  he  was  reconquering  the  Jerseys.   I^ 
was  at  first  treated  as  a  deserter  from  the  British  service,  and  not  as » 
prisoner  of  war.     Howe  refused  to  see  him  at  Princeton,  and  he  was  tata 
under  a  close  guard  to  New  York. 

The  command  of  Lee's  division  devolved  upon  Sullivan,  who  prMnpth* 

joined  Washington  on  the  20th,  the  very  date  of  Franklin's  arrival  i» 

Ptois.     Gates  arrived  the  same  day  with  some  Northern  troops,  and  tl* 

once  more  numbered  nearly  seven  thousand  efiTective  men.    In  to 

vever,  the  enlistments  of  most  of  the  regiments  would  expim 

lot  a  pleasant  December,  but  cold,  stormy,  and  dismal    Ho** 

discomfort,  and  preferred  winter-quarters  in  New  YorfcwW 

and  jollity.    He  accordingly  cantoned  some  four  ^bffos/m 
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at  Trenton,  Bordentown,  Mount  Holly,  Princeton,  New  Brunswick, 
f,  and  other  points,  scattering  them  even  to  the  Hackensack.  Tren- 
e  most  southern  of  the  cantonments,  was  left  guarded  by  fifteen 
xl  Hessians,  who  could  not  speak  a  word  of  English,  commanded 
lonel  Bahl,  a  brave  officer,  but  a  notorious  drunkard.  He  was 
to  taking  the  trouble  to  fortify  ;  and  when  told  that  Washington 
iplated  recrossing  the  Delaware,  he  laughed  at  the  idea.  Was  it 
xsember  ?  How  could  starving  men,  with  neither  shoes,  stockings, 
inkets,  come  out  to  fight  in  such  an  inclement  season  ?  The  rebels 
othing,  anyhow,  but  a  pack  of  cowards.  "  Let  them  come,"  he  said, 
ill  at  them  with  the  bayonet.'* 

re  pompously  reported  his  surprising  successes.  He  was  master  of 
Feisey.  He  was  also  master  of  Rhode  Island,  having  sent  Sir 
Clinton,  with  ten  thousand  men,  in  one  hundred  transports,  escorted 
rteen  men-of-war  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  to  secure  Newport,  a  feat 
)li8hed  December  8  without  the  firing  of  a  gun,  since  there  w*as  no 
n  to  resist  And  Canada  had  been  altogether  restoi*ed  to  England 
valiant  and  humane  Carleton. 

game  of  war,  however,  was  not  yet  won,  as  Howe  was  shortly  to 
o  his  intense  mortification.  Washington  was  pi-eparing  for  a  bold 
pon  Trenton.  Christmas  night  was  fixed  for  the  hazardous  under- 
GkU;es,  like  Lee,  indulged  in  the  censure  of  Washington,  and  was 
ent  of  his  supremacy.  When  desired  to  take  command  of  a  party 
itol  and  co-operate  in  the  spirited  expedition,  he  pleaded  ill  health, 
ked  leave  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  actually  intending  to  proceed  to 
Kne  and  lay  plans  of  his  own  before  Congress,  with  the  hope  of 
ng  his  commander-in-chief.  Symptoms  of  an  insurrection  obliged 
m  to  remain  in  Philadelphia ;  but  Greene,  Sullivan,  Mercer,  and 
g  were  among  the  general  officers  ;  and  Stark  of  New  Hampshire, 
of  Pennsylvania,  Glover  and  Knox  of  Massachusetts,  Webb  of  Con- 
Dt^  Scott,  William  Washington,  and  James  Monroe  of  Yiiginia,  and 
Oder  Hamilton  of  New  York,  were  among  the  field  and  other  officers 
HTashington.  From  the  wasted  regiments  twenty-four  hundred  men 
xnild  be  found  strong  enough  and  sufficiently  clothed  to  accompany 
leaders.  The  weather  was  excessively  cold,  the  wind  high, 
W  foil  of  ice,  and  the  current  difficult  to  stenL  They  began 
much  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  with  eighteen  field-pieces,  each  man 
•g  oooked  provisions  for  three  days,  "  and  forty  rounds."  They 
Bd  Mackonkey's  ferry  at  twilight  The  Marblehead  mariners,  who 
idi  good  service  on  the  retreat  from  Long  Island,  bravely  manned 
pati^Kiiox  superintending  the  embarkation.     At  eleven  o'clock  it 


150  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

began  to  snow.  It  was  four  in  the  morning  of  the  26th  before  the  troop 
and  cannon  were  all  over  the  Delaware,  and  their  nine-tnile  march  com- 
menced.  Washington's  plan  included  a  simultaneous  attack  fiom 
several  points.  Nearly  opposite  Trenton,  Ewing,  Nixon,  and  Hitcb- 
cock  were  pasted  with  troops,  directed  to  cross  and  intercept  the  retieit 
of  the  Hessians,  or  prevent  Donop  at  Burlington  from  aflTording  idief ; 
and  at  Bristol,  Gadwallader  and  Beed  were  also  to  cross  for  a  similar 
purpose.  The  ice  rendered  it  impracticable  for  the  execution  of  either  of 
these  orders.  The  troops  with  Washington  were  formed  in  two  divisiou 
about  three  miles  from  the  feny,  Sullivan  leading  one  column  along  the 
road  near  the  river,  and  Greene  guiding  the  other  upon  a  road  to  the  kit 
These  roads  entered  the  town  at  different  points,  but  the  distance  wm 
nearly  the  same.  Washington  was  with  Greene,  whose  advanced  guaid 
was  led  by  Captain  William  Washington,  with  James  Monroe  (afterwark 
President  of  the  United  States)  as  first  lieutenant.  The  stinging  ooli 
the  beating  storm,  and  the  tiresome  march  were  borne  bravely  by  all  At 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  Trenton  was  reached  On  the  route  Sollim 
sent  a  messenger  in  haste  to  Washington  to  say  that  the  storm  had  nused 
many  of  the  muskets.  "  Then  use  the  bayonet,  for  the  town  must  be 
taken,''  was  the  crisp  reply.  The  snow  deadened  the  tread  of  the  troop 
and  the  rumbling  of  artillery.  Thus  the  surprise  was  completa  WUb 
Washington  advanced  on  the  north  of  the  town,  Sullivan  approached  ot 
the  west,  and  Stark  was  detached  to  press  on  the  south  end  of  the  viUagt 
Some  five  hundred  of  the  enemy  at  this  latter  point,  seeing  Washingta 
coming  down  in  front,  as  Stark  thundered  in  their  rear,  fled  precipitatd|f 
by  the  bridge  across  the  Assanpink,  towards  Donop,  at  Bordentowi. 
Washington  rode  into  Trenton  beside  the  artillery,  giving  directions  wta 
and  how  to  fire,  but  he  was  presently  flying  from  point  to  point  regardka 
of  his  personal  safety,  and  from  the  swiftness  of  the  manoeuvres  of  bi 
troops  the  Hessians  were  allowed  no  time  to  form,  therefore  their  fiiiH 
was  all  at  random  and  without  effect.  In  thirty-five  minutes  the  actioa 
was  over.  Rahl,  in  attempting  to  rally  his  panic-stricken  guard,  hul 
fallen  mortally  wounded,  and  they  immediately  surrendered.  Washingta 
took  possession  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  six  brass  field-pece^ 
twelve  hundred  small-arms,  standards,  horses,  and  plunder  in  immeB* 
quantities ;  this  last  he  advertised,  and  restored  to  all  such  persons  • 
came  forward  and  proved  their  title  to  the  stolen  goods, — an  act  so  hnmiae 
and  just,  and  so  totally  unlike  the  manner  in  which  the  people  of  Ke* 
Jersey  had  been  treated  by  their  so-called  protectors,  that  there  was  sP 
immediate  revolution  in  public  sentiment  which  was  of  lasting  imp* 
tance.     Had  the  two  divisions  crossed  the  river  as  Washington  expectot 
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none  of  the  Hessians  could  have  escaped.  And  in  this  brilliant  achieve- 
ment the  Americans  lost  only  two  privates  killed,  two  frozen  to  death, 
and  two  officers  and  four  privates  wounded.  The  whole  scheme  was  as 
ingenious  as  it  was  executed  with  remarkable  vigor.  To  Howe*s  startled 
senses  it  was  as  if  some  energetic  apparition  had  risen  from  the  dead. 

The  victory  of  Trenton  turned  the  wheel  of  American  destiny  into  a 
new  light  Washington  commended  his  officers  and  men  in  the  warmest 
terms,  pronoimcing  their  conduct  admirable  without  a  solitary  exception. 
He  recroesed  the  Delaware  into  Pennsylvania  with  his  prisoners,  as  Tren- 
tmi  in  itself  was  of  no  account,  and  made  immediate  arrangements  to  fol- 
bw  up  his  success  and  drive  the  British  back  into  New  York.  Before 
the  last  day  of  the  year  he  had  a  second  time  crossed  the  Delaware  with 
Us  forces,  and  all  England  was  presently  to  look  with  amazement  upon 
their  own  retreating  legions.  Lord  Germain  said,  "  Our  hopes  were 
Uasted  by  that  unhappy  affair  at  Trenton." 

The  prisoners  taken  at  Fort  Washington  were  crammed  into  every 
ivailaUe  building  in  New  York  City  at  this  moment,  —  churches,  sugar- 
bouses,  stores,  and  jails.  The  Middle  Dutch  Church  was  stripped  of  its 
pulpit  and  pews,  and  nearly  three  thousand  men,  sick  and  well,  were 
Iwddled  indiscriminately  within  its  walls. 

On  the  27th  Congress  passed  a  resolution  investing  Washington  with 
neh  extiaordinaiy  military  powers,  that  he  was  said  in  Europe  to  have 
been  appointed  "  Dictator  of  America."  These  trusts  were  confided  to 
Um  Cor  six  months,  that  he  might  enlist  and  organize  an  army  which 
vonld  have  more  solidity  and  permanence  than  the  phantom  he  liad  hith- 
erto attempted  to  control.  The  news  reached  him  on  the  29th. 
ibe  action  of  Congress  authorizing  the  commissioners  in  France 
to  boROW  two  millions  sterling  at  six  per  cent  for  ten  years,  together  with 
VI  Older  for  the  emission  of  five  million  dollars  in  paper  on  the  faith  ot 
tte  United  States,  came  to  his  knowledge  also  on  the  same  date. 


moU,  MnHnMsdjyom  page  li9.— ChUdren  of  General  James  Clinton  and 
Ibir  Db  Wrt:  1,  Alflxandor,  died  unmarried  ;  2,  Charles,  married  Eliiabeth  Mulliner ; 
1^  Di  Wltti  BHuned  lit  Maria  Franklin,  2d  Catherine  Jones ;  4,  George,  married  Hannah 
IWBa ;  i^  Huji  iiMurri«d  Irt  Robert  Burrage  Norton,  2d  Judge  Ambrose  Spencer ;  6, 

William  Stuart ;  7.  Katharine,  married  Ist  Samuel  Norton,  2d  Judge 
By  hia  Moond  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Gray,  General  Clinton  had  four  daughters 
MBt  JamM  Gnham  Clinton,  who  married  Margaret  £.  Conger. 

aon  of  Genend  James  and  Mary  De  Witt  Clinton,  had  two  daughters  and 
Dr.  Almsndgr  Clinton,  who  married  Adeline  Arden  Hamilton,  daughter  of  Alex- 
Haniltoii,  the  last  Baron  of  Innerwich,  Scotland.     Children  :  1,  Mary  K.,  mar- 
^\     M  kkm  Mifariandgr  Bleecker  ;  2,  Adeline  H.,  married  Tliomas  £.  Brown  ;  3,  Alexander 
pcf-     ''■■b  aaRiad  lat  Sopliia  E.  Yose,  2d  Annie  J.  Nestell ;  4,  Anna  K.,  married  Thonia.s  A.  Wil- 
iMhg;  i,  Orthnine ;  S,  Charles  William  ;  7,  De  Witt,  married  Elixabeth  S.  Bumham. 
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<3HAPTER   XXXIV. 


1777. 


THE  YEAR  OF  BATTLES. 

Money.  —  Victory  at  Princeton.  —  Startling  Achievements.  —  New  Jessxt  iinw- 

QUERED    BY    WASHINGTON. — ArMY     AT     MORRISTOWN.  —  LORD    STIRLING.  — Rim- 

Burning  of  Danbury.  —  Storming  of  Sagg  Harbor.  —  Capture  of  General  Pib- 
coTT.  —  Constitution  of  New  York.  —  Augustus  Jay.  —  Battle  of  Scotch  Pui» 
—  Fall  of  Ticonderoga.  —  Battle  of  Oriskany.  —  Battle  of  Benkingtok.— D» 
cussioNs  IN  Parliament.  —  Lafayette. — The  New  Jersey  Gazette. —Onmii 
OF  THE  Supreme  Court  of  New  York.  —  Battle  of  the  Brandywine.— Fiutf 
Philadelphia.  —  Battles  of  Saratoga.  —  Battle  of  Germantown.  —  BcRsnus  « 
Kingston.  —  Surrender  of  Burgoyne.  —  Valley  Forge.  —  West  Point. 


THE  New  Year  dawned  upon  a  great  chieftain  almost  without  a 
army.  And  yet  many  of  the  disbanding  regiments,  whose  terms  of 
enlistment  expired  with  the  old  year,  were  so  electrified  with  deUght  it 
the  victory  of  Trenton,  that  they  agreed  with  one  voice  to  remain  ai 
weeks  longer,  without  any  stipulations  of  their  own  in  respect  to  c» 
pensatioiL  The  grave  question  of  how  to  pay  off  the  troops  agititol 
Wjishington  at  this  moment  beyond  all  others  ;  he  had  pledged  his  o«i| 
fortune,  other  officers  had  done  the  same,  the  paymaster  was  out  of  faiA 
the  public  credit  was  exhausted.  Until  the  bills  ordered  byCongw* 
could  be  executed,  he  was  left  penniless  even  of  paper  money.  Robrt 
Morris  was  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  head  of  a  committee  from  CoDgn^i 
and  to  him  Washington  wrote,  December  30,  "Borrow  money  while 8 i 
can  be  done.  No  time,  my  dear  sir,  is  to  be  lost"  Very  early  on  Netj 
Year's  morning,  writes  Bancroft,  Morris  went  from  house  to  house  in  tbi 
Quaker  City  rousing  people  from  their  beds  to  borrow  money;  and  betaj 
noon  he  sent  Washington  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

While  Washington  was  hurriedly  reorganizing  his  army  at  Trent«ij 
Cornwallis  (who,  about  to  sail  for  Europe  when  the  news  of  Washingtoi 
master-stroke  at  Trenton  reached  Howe,  had  been  sent  back  into  Ha 
Jersey  to  repair  the  mischief  wrought)  was  making  ready  at  Princetoit 
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Washington,  knowing  the  by- wajrs  leading  out  of  Trenton,  the  cross-eatB 
and  the  roundabout  roads,  had  soon  after  dark  silently  removed  the  bag- 
gage of  his  army  to  Burlington.  About  midnight  he  had  forwarded  his 
troops  in  detachments  by  a  circuitous  route  to  Princeton.  The  weather 
changing  suddenly  to  crisp  cold,  aided  him  materially  in  moving  his  artfl- 
lery.  The  party  left  to  deceive  the  enemy  by  maintaining  fires  and  noitt 
of  labor  performed  their  parts  well,  and  with  the  early  dawn  hastened  after 
the  army.  At  sunrise  Washington  reached  the  outskirts  of  Princeton, 
and  wheeled  by  a  back  road  towards  the  colleges.  Three  British  la- 
ments had  been  left  here,  under  marching  orders  for  Trenton,  and  two  of 
these  had  already  started,  one  being  about  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  othet 
With  each  there  was  a  sharp  and  severe  conflict  In  the  first,  near  the 
bridge  at  Stony  Brook,  the  lion-hearted  General  Mercer  was  killed.  lUi 
was  one  of  the  moments  when  all  the  latent  fire  of  Washington's  chanctv 
blazed  forth.  He  rode  squarely  to  the  front,  less  than  thirty  yards  bm 
the  enemy,  reined  iu  his  horse,  and  waved  his  hat  to  cheer  on  his  troopa 
Scarcely  twenty  minutes  later  the  British  were  flying  over  the  fences  aai 
fields,  vigorously  chased  for  three  or  four  miles.  Washington  took  Hitch- 
cock by  the  hand  and  thanked  him  in  the  presence  of  the  soldiers  forhk 
gallantry ;  and  he  also  warmly  complimented  Hand  for  efficient  servieei 
Meanwhile  Stark,  Beed,  and  Stirling  drove  the  other  resisting  regimenii 
into  the  college  buildings ;  from  which,  to  escape  certain  capture,  the 
majority  fled  through  the  fields  into  a  back  road  in  the  direction  of  New 
Brunswick.  Nearly  three  hundred  surrendered,  including  fourteen  offi- 
cers ;  the  British  loss  in  killed  was  between  two  and  three  hundred  The 
American  loss  in  numbers  was  small. 

Washington  would  have  proceeded  instantly  to  New  Brunswick  but  fti 
the  fatigue  of  his  men,  who  had  been  in  constant  service  two  days  and 
one  night,  without  shelter  and  almost  without  refreshment  After  breakiDg 
up  the  bridge  at  Kingston  over  the  Millstone  River,  he  marched  towaid 
the  high  mountain  ridge,  and  halted  for  the  night  at  Someiaet 
Court-house.  He  reached  Morristown  on  the  5th,  and  theie, 
among  the  barriers  of  nature,  established  winter-quarters.  But  he  did 
not  sit  down  idle.  He  sent  out  detachments  to  assail  and  harass  Cora- 
wallis,  and  with  such  address  were  these  expeditions  conducted  that  the 
British  commander  was  actually  compelled  to  evacuate  all  his  posts  west- 
ward of  New  Brunswick,  and  concentrate  his  forces  for  the  safety  of  hii 
stores  at  that  place.  George  Clinton,  with  troops  from  Peekskill,  locAed 
down  upon  Hackensack  on  the  day  that  the  army  reached  Morristowi, 
and  the  British  force  fled  from  that  point. 

TakincT  advantage  of  the  consternation  of  the  enemy,  Maxwell,  with  t 
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eompanj  of  militia,  suddenly  descended  from  the  Short  Hills  and  drove 
the  British  out  of  Newark,  had  a  skirmish  with  them  at  Springfield,  com- 
pelled them  to  leave  Elizabeth,  and  fought  them  at  Bahway  for  two 
hooia.  On  the  9th  the  British  were  fairly  cooped  up  in  New  Brunswick 
ibd  Amboy ;  and  there  they  remained  the  rest  of  the  winter,  subject  to 
constant  alarms  for  their  own  safety.  Not  a  stick  of  wood,  a  kernel  of 
ooro,  or  a  spear  of  grass,  could  they  procure  without  fighting  for  it,  unless 
sent  over  from  New  York. 

The  gloiy  of  these  startling  achievements  was  rendered  doubly  con- 
spcaous  by  their  inmiediate  effects.  The  army  which  was  supposed  to 
be  on  the  veige  of  annihilation  had  in  three  weeks  dislodged  the  flower 
of  the  British  soldiery  from  every  position  it  had  taken,  save  two,  in  the 
wbde  province  of  New  Jersey.  The  reaction  of  public  sentiment  was 
nuunrdoua  Despondency  was  dispelled  as  by  a  charm.  Washington's 
a^Msity,  intrepidity,  and  generalship  were  applauded  both  by.  friend  and 
fiKL  The  greatest  personages  of  Europe  lavished  upon  him  praise  and 
csongratulatioa  He  was  compared  to  the  renowned  commanders  of  an- 
tiqnity.  Van  Bulow  writes,  "  The  two  events  of  Trenton  and  Princeton 
an  sufficient  to  elevate  a  general  to  the  temple  of  immortality."  Botta, 
tk  Italian  historian,  says,  "  Achievements  so  astonishing  gained  for  the 
•American  commander  a  very  great  reputation,  and  were  regarded  with 
^'onder  by  all  nations,  as  well  as  by  the  Americans."  Horace  Walpole, 
i8  a  letter  to  Sir  Horace  Mann,  said,  "  I  look  upon  a  great  part  of  Amer- 
^  as  lost  to  this  country." 

When  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  who  had  fled  to  the  mountains  for 

■tfety  upon  the  advent  of  the  armies  in  December,  ventured  to  return  in 

Jiniiiaiy,  they  found  their  houses  plundered,  fences  used  for  fire-wood, 

*Qd  gardens  and  grounds  in  open  common.     Those  who  had  remained  in 

*tar  dwellings  learned  to  their  sorrow  (as  did  the  inhabitants  of  Long 

liiaiid  and  Westchester)  that  neither  neutrality  nor  loyalty  protected 

'  4lem  from  barbarous  and  indiscriminate  pillage.     Churches  were  dese- 

\  CRitedy  libraries  destroyed,  and  the  furniture,  clothing,  and  eatables  of 

;  Iti?ate  fiunilies  taken  whenever  want  or  inclination  dictated,  expostu- 

Ittkm  only  resulting  in  wanton  mischief —  such  as  the  breaking  of  glass 

[  Ot^  the  ripping  open  of  beds  by  which   feathers  were  scattered  to  the 

;  fear  winds.     Infancy,  old  age,  and  womanhood  were  brutally  outraged. 

:  *lie  Hessians  bore  the  blame  chiefly,  but  the   English  soldiery  were 

f  ^Cutely  less  to  be  dreaded.     The   country  rose   against  the  invaders. 

^»tay  foraging  party  sent  out  from  New  Brunswick  was  driven  back 

^ith  I0B8  by  such  gallant  leaders  as  Spencer,  Maxwell,  and  Littell.     Hun- 

iasds  of  skirmishes  occurred  before  spring ;  individually  unimportant  per- 
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haps,  and  yet  brilliant  in  tlieir  1*611111003  to  the  events  which  had  gouB 
before  and  were  to  follow  in  immediate  succession. 

Lord  Stirling  wrote  to  Governor  Livingston, "  Now  is  the  time  to  ika 
every  nerve."  New  Jersey  in  her  gveut  peril  liad  no  more  efficient,  fnili- 
iuL  and  tearless  champions  than  these  two  oHicers.  Both  were  New- 
Yorkers  by  birth,  education,  and  family  interests.  Stirling's  wife  »u 
Livingston's  sister.  Stirling  himself  was  the  son  of  New  York's  fwooiu 
lawyer,  James  Alexander,  and  a  descendant  of  the  De  Peystets  throu^ 
his  mother.  Lady  Mary,  the  eUti 
of  hia  two  daughters,  was  maniai 
to  Robert  Watts,  sim  of  Counselor 
.liiliii  Watts,  and  residing  lu  Nw 
\'"!k  at  the  present  crisi»,  — ii» 
lui-^laiid,  however,  taking  m)  pW 
111]  cither  side  in  the  conflkt.  Slii- 
Inij^'s  country-seat  was  at  Ba^in- 
lirti^L',  a  few  miles  from  Moms- 
town,  the  house  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  State,  fronting  a  spuciw 
liiwn,  with  gardens,  fields,  and  1 
fine  di'er-park  stretcliing  off  V)  lli' 
riglit  and  left.  The  stables  wid 
coacli-houaea  were  perhaps  tif 
most  striking  features  of  tlie  »■ 
Lo'd  sii-Lng.  ^^^  ornamented  with  cupolu  ami 

gilded  weiitliei-vuiies,  and  encircling  a  large  paved  court  in  the  vu. 
They  sheltered  the  handsomest  horses  and  the  most  stylish  equipage  il 
that  time  in  the  State'  Quiet  homes  in  this  mountainous  region  twl 
been  secured  by  many  New  York  families.  John  Morton,  styled  ^ 
"Jiebel  banker"  by  the  British,  lived  near  Lord  Stirling,  anil  with  ite 
gentleman  Creueral  Lee  was  to  have  breakfasted  the  very  moming  t' 
his  capture.     Morton's  daughter,  Eliza  Susan,  then  quit«  youi^  sft(^ 

'  Lord  Stirling  wa»  iu  Mrrioui  lin»nci»l  emlnrnusmnil,  FonsHjuent  in  pirt  from  lit  r^l^ 
una  of  hia  midence  in  England  som^  ycAra  before,  one  at  tLe  iacidealj  <>f  ~1<'  '   ' 
unauccctsful  dum  to  the  title  and  ciitBteiDr  the  Eari  of  Stirling.     JdbI  pri'ii 
liition,  fae  obtaiuei)  LegisUtive  [wniiissiou  to  sell  hi*  prupfrty  by  lottery,  but  1 ' 
not  j«l  roiiuil  buyers  nbcn  the  oonfnaion  of  Btfaira  itoppeil  proceedings.     Hi.  1  r. 
w  the  rikeBoecocks,  Riohbilli,  Provoost,  Hknlenburgli,  and  itinirink  PatuntA.  in  ii)'-  <•>" 
ties  of  Orange,  Ulster,  Albany,  uid  Westchester,  with  other  re«l  estate,  m-nr  ui<irt|(Mf"l  * 
Hn.  AniiB  Waddell,  one  of  l\\f  weatthieat  citufiaa  of  Sew  York  City,  of  whom  h-  La!  te- 
rovred  Ur^  aiima  of  money.  —  wliivli  Unds  siibspqumtly  tpll  by  foivcloaDn  to  tin  iUii||UA> 
of  Mra.  Waddell,  «lio  nianird  into  Hie  fan.ilie.  of  the  Taylors  ud  Wlnlliri)!*    Mi»  A* 
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married  the  distinguished  scholar  and  statesman,  Joeiali  Quincy. 
Dvemor  Livingston  and  her  daughter  were  the  guests  of  \sAy 
r  the  entire  winter,  hastily  abandoning  "  Liberty  Hall"  when  tlie 
approached  Elizabeth. 

governor  was  upon  his  horse  daily,  r^ardless  of  cold,  fatigue,  in- 
t  weather,  oi  personal  danger.  He  convened  the  Legislature,  and  he 
xl  with  Washington,  attending  to  innumerable  conflicting  duties 
ns  points  between  Trenton  and  Morristown.  Washington  issued 
es  which  Livingston  emphasized  relative  to  the  suppression  of  law- 
line  among  the  American  soldiers.  The  offer  of  full  pardon  to  all 
iBtB  of  New  Jersey  who  would  suTTender  their  protection-papers  to 
nat  officer  and  swear  all^iance  to  the  United  States,  resulted  in 
lerable  accession  to  the  patriot  ranks.  But  there  were  Quakers  in 
n  New  Jersey  who  fondly  cherished  the  non-resistance  doctrine, 
infinite  embarrassment  of  the  framers  of  the  new  militia  laws  of 
ta  Sharp  lines  were  drawn  between  friends  and  foes,  dividin<; 
I  and  scattering  households,  but  the  public  safety  demanded  rigur- 
•snies.  Every  man  who  was  unwilling  to  take  the  oath  was 
to  i^re  within  the  British  limits.  Upon  the  recommendation  of 
bm,  the  Legislature  finally,  on  the  5th  of  June,  passed  a  bill  con- 
;  tbe  personal  estates  of  all  such  as  still  adhered  to  the  British 
.  This  provoked  the  bitterest  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  refugees, 
latanding  the  act  provided  a  period  of  grace  in  which  without  loss 
sity  tbey  might  renew  their  alliance.     Henceforward  to  the  end 

«M  tha  widow  of  John  Widddl,  the  gnndsoii  of  Captain  John  Widdell  who,  for 
■1  fklOTiM  gained  by  him,  wu  speci&Ily  endowed  by  Charles  II.  "  iu  perpetual 
■M  of  Ilia  ^oriona  acUevemeats,  to  him  and  his  hein  male  for- 
^  aeoat  of  anna  —  ten  flre-b«Ua,  etc.,  and  a  crest  of  a  demi-Iion 
A  tt  the  battlementa  of  a  caatle,  bearing  a  banner  of  St.  George. 
»  from  Dover,  England,  and  was  married  in  173S  to  the 
I,  the  eeramony  talcing  place  in  the  old  Govemtneot 
'  '  ~  I  Qsed  on  this  occasion  are  still  preaerred  in 
IB  101.)  He  was  one  of  the  fint  subscnben  to  the 
J  Ubtary.  After  his  death,  Mn.  Waddell  became  one 
I,  the  only  lady  wboM  name  appears  in  the  Koyal  charter  of 
tatkn.     Their  eldest  son,  William  Waddall,  was  an  alderman   . 

■  lavolntkn,  and  a  man  of  civil  and  social  distmction.  Henry,  ^ 
.  it  WpUam  Waddall,  nurried  Eliza,  the  daughter  of  Lloyd  Dau- 
Mid  to  the  Penage  of  Lord  Diubeny)  snd  Mat;  Coventry,  a 
«  •(  tba  laria  of  Coventri'.  The  eldest  son  of  Henry  and  Eliza 
Wadddl,  Coventry  Wad.lell,  who  was  United  SUtes  Marshal 
ribnt  iaAacm,  financial  agent  of  the  State  Department  under      Wadddl  Atml 

■  Idwwd  liringiton  and  John  Fonyth,  and  subsequently  Official  and  General 
h  B»Bltniptc7  for  New  York  City,  is  now  the  only  living  representative  of  the 
flbsaf  Dnben;,  Coventry,  and  Waddell  in  this  conntiy. 
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of  the  war  tbese  men  were  Far  more  to  be  feared  than  the  British  or  Hea- 
sian  aoMiera,  as  they  were  coDStantly  fitting  out  expeditions  into  their 
old  neighborhoods  for  revengeful  muider  and  plunder.  Their  inroadt 
were  similar  to  the  border  forays  in  Scotland.  The;  made  sundij  at- 
tempts to  bum  "  Liberty  Hall,"  and  threatened  the  govemor'a  life  with 
fierce  intent.  His  family  removed  in  the  early  spring  from  Lord  Stirbi^s 
home  at  Baskinridge  to  Percepany.  On  the  night  of  July  27,  while  the 
governor  was  paying  a  flying  visit  to  them,  the  house  was  surrounded  by 
a  band  of  refugees ;  but,  knowing  that  gentlemen  guests  were  within 
from  wliom  they  might  not  be  able  to  distinguish  their  victim,  they  laid 
down  in  the  grass  waiting  for  daylight,  and  overslept  themselves.  When 
roused  by  the  sunshine,  Governor  Livingston  was  galloping  over  Uw 
roads,  miles  away,  to  meet  some  important  appointment,  wholly  nnom- 
scious  of  what  he  had  escaped. 

The  right  wing  of  Washington's  army  was  at  Princeton  under  Putnam, 
who  had  hardly  as  many  men  as  miles  of  frontier  to  guard ;  the  left 
wing  was  under  Heath  in  the  Highlands,  and  cantonments  were  estab- 
lished at  various  points  along  this  extended  line.  Wooster,  Scott,  Lin- 
coln, ParsDus,  McDougall,  and  Benedict  Arnold  were  all  in  the  Hodioa 
River  division,  and  were  stationed  at  various  times  as  far  south  as  North 
Castle,  New  Itochelie,  Dobh's  Ferry,  and  even  Kingsbridge,  but  nothii^ 
of  iiuporUuice  transpired.  Parties  of  the  enemy  prowled  through  the 
neigblxirhood  of  New  York  City  for  cattle,  horses,  hay,  and  grain,  when- 
^^  ever  it  was  practicable.  In  March,  Colonel  Binl,  with  a  detachment 
of  five  hundreil  troops  under  a  convoy  of  one  frigate  and  some 
smaller  vessels,  suddenly  appeared  at  Peekskill,  where  the  magazines  and 
stores  of  Heath  were  collected,  and,  driving  McDougall  with  his  small 
force  from  the  town,  captured  a  considerable  amount  of  booty.  Colooel 
Willett  with  sixty  uifn  diishtnl  upon  them  before  they  had  finished  tbeir 
husinuss.  with  suob  \-igor  that  they  fled  precipitately  to  their  vesseli 
Bwth  was  ut  the  time  in  Massachusetts,  ha\-iog  been  appointed  on  the 
h  ;o  tlie  uommand  of  the  Eastern  department 

Apoil  was  notable  for  the  British  raid  upon  Danbury,  Connecticnt, 

e  the  Americans  had  stored  supplies  and  munitions  of  war.     IVyw 

i  tlie  cx]>e<litiou,  and  was  accompanied  by  Sir  William  EisloM 

\  Agntiw,  with  two  thousand  mea     They  landed  at  Compo 

.  of    Norwalk.  from    twenty-five   vessels,  and    marched 

I  iutand,  reaching  Danburj'  Saturday  aftemooo, 

i  gnanf  wns  too  small  for  effective  resistance,  sad 

bitanU  lied  for  safety  into  the  country  to  the  north 

it'i  Hoyt,  of  Washington's  ConUnenlal  Aitil-    | 
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lexy,^  chanced  to  be  home  on  a  furlough,  and  hastily  removed  his  wife  and 
young  children  to  New  Milford  uj)on  an  ox-cart,  jmssing  out  of  the 
town  just  as  the  red-coated  legions  came  in.  His  cousin,  Comfort  Hoyt, 
was  less  fortunate  in  escaping,  his  handsome  horses  being  discovered  by 
the  invaders  and  taken  from  his  wagon  on  the  road.  The  families,  sud- 
denly abandoning  their  homes,  took  such  valuables  as  they  could  carry,  but 
the  greater  portion  of  their  household  goods  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  the 
foe.  The  church  was  packed  to  the  galleries  with  proyisioas  in  barrels, 
and  several  bams  and  other  depositories  were  full  to  the  roof ;  these  were 
rolled  into  the  street  in  a  pile,  and  the  torch  applied.  Eighteen  hundred 
barrels  of  pork  and  beef,  seven  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  two  thousand 
bushels  of  wheat,  corresponding  (quantities  of  r}'e,  oats,  corn,  and  hay, 
and  a  large  invoice  of  tents,  were  consumed,  the  smoke  filling  the  air  witli 
a  suffocating  odor,  and  the  melted  pork  running  in  streams  through  the 
streets.  Bum  was  found  and  drank  by  the  British  soldiers,  and  the 
night  was  made  hideous  with  their  revelry.  The  country  was  aroused 
far  and  near.  Wooster  and  Arnold  were  both  in  New  Haven  on  fur- 
loughs, but  were  quickly  speeding  by  a  forced  march  to  the  rescue,  and 
Silliman  was  on  the  wing.  Late  in  the  evening  a  flying  messenger  for  aiil 
reached  Colonel  Ludington    in  Carmel,  New  York,  whose  men  were  at 

^  Seigeuit  Nathaniel  Hoyt,  born  1760,  wanonc  of  the  rear-guard  in  tlie  retreat  from  I^^oiig 
Iilandt  and  alao  from  New  York  City  (8ee  page  127).  He  serviril  in  the  Continental  Anny 
during  nearly  the  whole  period  of  the  conflict  1 1  in  home  was  in  Danbur}'.  lie  was  de- 
Mtnded  in  the  direct  line  from  Simon  Ho}%  who  cume  toSalcni,  Massachusetts,  in  16*i8,  with 
Gcffonor  Endicott,  and  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  seven  diflercnt  towns.  He  was  uf  the 
ptftj  who  traveled  on  foot  from  Salem  through  the  woo<ls  to  explore  and  settle  Charlestown. 
In  1036  he  waa  among  the  founders  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  and  a  deacon  in  Kcv.  Thomas 
Hooker^a  chnrch.  He  bought  an  extensive  territory  of  land  in  Fairfield  County,  and  with 
hia  mia  aided  in  the  settlement  of  Fairfield,  Norwalk,  Stamford,  and  Dnnbury,  and  also 
Deefffidd,  Maaaachiuietts.  His  eldest  son,  Waltt^  Hoyt  (Iwrn  1618),  was  tlic  fifth  of  the 
ttm  propriRtoTi  named  in  the  instrument  when  Norwalk  was  incoqiorated  in  1053,  they  hav- 
ing ovned  the  land  for  twenty  years.  Walter's  son,  John  Hoyt  (born  lf>44),  was  one  of 
Ihe  eight  original  proprietors  of  Danbury  in  1685.  John's  son  Benjamin  had  a  son  Nathan- 
Id.  who  waa  the  father  of  Sergeant  Nathaniel  Hoyt,  whose  son  Nathaniel  was  a  resident  of 
Kew  York,  an  honored  and  useful  citizen,  within  the  memory  of  the  present  genera- 
The  Hoyta  have  intermarrieil  with  the  Benedicts,  Trowbridges,  Fields,  Nashes,  Loi'k- 
Welda,  and  other  eminent  families,  and  have  held  many  offices  of  tnist  civil  and 
Among  the  distinguished  descendants  through  their  mother,  Mar}'  Hoyt,  are 
preaent  Secretar)-  of  the  Treasury,  and  (leneral  William  Tecums«h  Shennan. 
Ilw  Pwffltld  bimnch  of  the  Hoyts  dfsct-nded  fn»m  Nicholas,  the  second  son  of  Simon  Hoyt 
rf  Wfaidaar.  Sereral  generations  of  the  family  livfd  in  the  famous  old  Indian  House  in  that 
Ocnenl  Epaphraa  Hoyt,  historian  ami  antiquarian  writer  (liorn  1765),  was  one  of 
volhcn^  all  of  whom  were  military  officers  and  members  of  the  legislature.  Thfir 
flHUried  Joatin  Hitchcock,  and  was  the  mother  of  President  Kdward  Hitchcock  of 
Oolkga. 
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their  homes  sciittered  over  the  distance  of  many  miles ;  no  one  being  at 
hand  to  call  them,  his  daughter  Sibyl  Ludington,  a  spirited  young  girl 
of  sixteen,  mounted  her  horse  in  the  dead  of  night  and  performed  this 
service,  and  by  breakfast-time  the  next  morning  the  whole  lament  was 
on  its  rapid  march  to  Daubury.  But  the  mischief  had  been  accomplished. 
The  British,  apprised  of  the  approach  of  the  Americans  in  the  early 
morning  of  the  27th,  burned  all  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  town,  and 
retreated  upon  the  Fairfield  road  towards  the  sound.  Wooster,  efiTectiog 
a  junction  with  Silliman,  pursued  and  harassed  them,  and  about  noon  a 
sharp  fight  was  maintained  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  in  which  Wooster 
fell  mortally  wounded  at  the  very  moment  while  shouting,  "  Come  on, 
boys,  never  mind  such  random  shots ! "  ^  Arnold  behaved  with  remark- 
able intrepidity ;  his  horse  was  killed  when  within  ten  yards  of  the  enemy, 
and  a  soldier  leaped  upon  him  with  fixed  bayonet,  whom  he  instantly  shot 
The  skirmishing  continued  until  the  whole  force  had  re-embarked  fur 
New  York.  The  enemy  were  so  hotly  pursued  that  they  were  only  able 
to  cross  the  Segatuck  bridge  by  nmning  at  full  speed  Their  loss  was 
between  three  and  four  hundred.  General  Agnew  was  among  the 
wounded.  Howe  never  considered  the  advantages  gained  by  this  exploit 
equal  to  the  costs. 

May  was  markeil  by  an  act  of  retaliation  ^n  the  part  of  the  Americans 
whicli  evincetl  so  much  ability  of  plan  and  boldness  of  execution  that 
the   British  generals  were  eonfoundetl.     Parsons,'  commanding  in  Con- 

*  Migor-G^nend  David  Wooster,  born  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  March  2,  1710,  W 
bfen  a  valuable  officer  in  the  Fn^noh  War  ;  but  for  twelve  years  prior  to  the  Revolution  wt 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  Haven,  and  surrounded  with  aU  the  comforts  and  eleganco  of 
wealth.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  President  Clapp  of  Yale  CoUege.  His  mansioo  is 
W' ooster  Street,  then  isolated  among  ix)untry  scenes,  had  an  unobstructed  view  of  the  bean- 
tifUl  bay  of  New  Haven,  and  was  the  resort  of  the  learning  and  polish  of  the  time ;  his  itjfe 
of  living,  his  bountiful  table,  his  troui^e  of  black  domestics,  his  horses  and  his  phaeton,  vm 
all  in  the  highest  elegance  of  the  olden  fteriod.  He  was  offered  a  high  commissioii  in  tbf 
British  army,  which  he  spumed,  and  enrolled  himself  upon  die  side  of  America  with  the  firrt 
knell  of  hostilities,  drawing  from  his  own  ample  foltune  to  equip  and  pay  his  offiooi  and 
men.     His  death  was  deeply  lamented. 

*  Samuel  Holden  Parsons  was  a  lawyer,  and  one  of  the  most  scholarly  writers  of  tk 
Revolntion.  He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Jonathan  Parsons,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Lrm* 
OoMMCtlciit  — aftenraids  at  Newlmryport.  Massachusetts  ^  a  proUgi  of  Rev.  Joosthsi 
Uwtlda»  and  the  intimate  friend  of  \Nliitfield.  The  mother  of  Samuel  Holden  Pisnou  «« 
FImU  CMnrald,  tlie  sister  of  Governor  Matthew  Griswcdd,  and  his  wife  was  a  Mks  Mitkf. 

'  knM»  detoeoded  from  the  distinguished  Boston  Mathers.     Ezra  Lee,  who  ezperiiMilMl 
ira  machine  for  submarine  navigation  (see  pages  9S,  99),  married  a  siater  of  Xn 
Inheriting  brilliant  qualities  from  both  father  and   mother,  cucAiO^ 
I  tlil^aJ  IB  l^gal  lore  by  his  «cix»mplished  uncle,  GoTemor  Matthew  GrisvoU. 
veil  fitted  for  |mblic  life.     He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1759,  vk^ 
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necticut,  sent  Colonel  Meigs  to  destroy  the  militaiy  stores  and  provisions 
which  the  enemy  had  collected  at  Sag  Harbor.  He  sailed  from  New 
Haven  May  21,  with  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  men  in  thirteen  whale- 
buatSy  but  the  sea  being  rough  anchored  in  Guilford  harbor  until  the  23d  ; 
in  the  afternoon  they  crossed  the  sound  undiscovered  by  the 
British  cruisers  with  which  it  was  alive,  and  at  midnight  landed, 
concealed  their  boats  in  the  woods,  and  marched  four  miles.  It  was  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  when  they  reached  and  stormed  Sag  Harbor,  de- 
stroying twelve  vessels  —  brigs,  schooners,  and  sloops,  one  of  which  was 
armed  with  twelve  guns  —  one  hundred  tons  of  pressed  hay,  twelve  hogs- 
heads of  rum,  grain,  merchandise,  and  other  stores  in  immense  quantities, 
and  captured  the  whole  guard  of  ninety  men,  carrying  them  across  the 
sound  to  Connecticut.  All  this  was  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a 
man ;  and  about  noon  on  the  24th  the  victorious  party  arrived  in  Guil- 
ford, having  been  absent  less  than  twenty-four  hours.  Meigs '  was 
warmly  complimented  for  his  gallantry  by  Washington ;  and  was  voted 
(August  3)  thanks  and  a  sword  by  Congress. 

Meanwhile  the  Convention  of  New  York,  long  since  elected  for  the 
express  purpose  of  establishing  a  state  government,  had  been  tossed  from 
place  to  place  —  meeting  at  White  Plains,  Harlem,  Kingsbridge,  Philipse 
Manor,  Fishkill,  and  now  at  Kingston  —  its  members  performing  every 
dags  of  public  duty.  A  committee  was  appointed  August  1  (1776)  to 
prepare  and  report  a  constitution,  consisting  of  John  Sloss  Hobart,  William 
Duer,  General  John  Morin  Scott,  Colonel  John  Broome,  Charles  De 
Witt,  William  Smith,  Henry  Wisner,  Samuel  Towusend,  Eobert  Yates, 
Abraham  Yates,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Gouvemeur  Morris,  and  John  Jay, 
who  was  made  the  chairman.  Such,  however,  was  the  critical  urgency 
for  enei^tic  action  in  other  directions,  that  no  time  was  found  for  the 
completion  of  the  task  until  the  beginning  of  1777.  The  shaping  of  the 
instnunent  fell  chiefly  to  Jay,  Livingston,  and  Morris.  They  were  young 
mm  —  Jay  thirty-two,  Livingston  thirty,  and  Morris  only  twenty-five  — 
each  possessing  the  best  education  of  the  time,  belonging  to  the  wealth- 
iest families  in  the  State,  and  by  birth  and  opportunity  certain  of  Royal 

twoitjr-two  yean  of  age,  settled  in  Lyme,  and  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut 
ii  ]7S8»  mud  snocessively  for  eighteen  sessions.  After  peace  was  restored  he  was  appointed 
\f  WMhington  first  judge  of  the  Northwestern  Territory. 

'  Betam  Jonathan  Meigs  was  born  in  Middletown,  Connecticut,  in  1740 ;  he  belonged  to 
iwof  the  best  families  in  New  England,  and  was  an  officer  of  great  ability.  In  1788  he  was 
IW  of  the  fint  settlers  of  Marietta,  Ohio.  His  son,  Return  Jonathan  Meigs,  the  distinguished 
JBirt  end  stateeroan,  was  bom  in  Middletown  in  1765.  He  also  settled  in  Marietta,  was 
Chkf  Jnetiee  of  the  Ohio  Superior  Court  in  the  early  (mrt  of  the  present  century,  United 
from  1808  to  1810,  and  four  years  governor  of  Ohio, 
TOU  II.  11 
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favor  should  they  choose  otherwise  than  peril  their  lives  for  dvil  liboty 
aud  self-government.  We  shall  see  how  they  chose  the  latter.  On  the 
12th  of  March  the  draft  in  the  handwriting  of  Jay  was  first  read  to  the 
Convention  by  James  Duane.  It  was  discussed  by  sections,  ud 
in  all  its  l)earin<rs,  until  April  20,  when  it  was  adopted  almost 
in  its  original  form.  It  recites  in  full  the  Declaration  of  Indepsiid- 
ence,  and  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the  Convention  (9th  July)  in- 
structing the  New  York  delegates  at  Philadelphia  to  give  it  theirsupport; 
and,  providing  for  the  naturalization  of  foreigners,  for  trial  by  jmy,  for 
a  militia  service  with  recognition  of  the  Quakers,  for  the  protectioii  of 
Indians  within  the  State  limits,  and  for  absolute  religious  liberty,  it  it 
C(|ual  in  the  scope  of  its  pi-ovisions  and  in  dignity  of  expreanon  to 
any  similar  instrument  ever  prepared  by  the  hand  of  man.  We  may 
well  iMiuse  with  wonder  at  the  vigorous  ease  with  which  these  govern- 
inent-makers  wielded  the  public  affairs  of  New  York  at  the  very  moment 
when  nearly  every  county  within  her  borders  was  invaded  by  the  enemy, 
her  chief  city  captive,  her  vessels  burned  and  her  store-bouses  empty, 
and  hostile  forces  gathering  strength  at  the  North  for  a  descent  with  fire 
and  sword  upon  the  smiling  valleys  of  the  Hudson.  The  Empire  State 
wiis  the  last  of  the  thirteen  anionics  to  frame  an  individual  government, 
but  when  accomplished,  in  the  face  of  greater  dangers  than  overwhelmed 
any  other,  it  excelled  them  all  in  the  largeness  of  its  humane  liberalily. 
The  Constitution  was  published  on  Tuesday,  April  22,  the  church-bell 
callin*;  the  T)eople  of  Kin«^stou  toj'etlier  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the 

AprU22.  .  r.  . 

morning.  Vice-President  Van  Cortlaudt,  with  the  members  of  the 
Convention,  appeared  in  iVont  of  the  court-house,  and  the  secretary. 
Robert  Benson,  mounted  upon  a  barrel,  reat I  the  immortal  document  to 
the  assembled  multitude.  Three  thousand  copies  were  immediately 
printed  for  distribution  by  John  Holt,  at  Fishkill. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for  organizing  the  goveni- 
ment  were  John  Jay,  li<^l)ert  R.  Livingston,  Gouverneur  Morris,  General 
.John  Morin  Soott,  Aliraham  Vates,  and  John  Sloss  Hobart  Before  i^ 
adjournment  this  remarkaljle  Convention  empowered  fifteen  of  its  nnin- 
l»er  to  govern  the  State  until  an  election  could  be  held  for  govermir. 
lieutenant-governor,  lei^'islature,  etc.  It  was  called  the  Council  of  Siit'tt). 
and  wielded  an  absolute  sovt-ivigiity.  The  judicial  jwwer  was  veste<i  I'V 
the  Constitution  in  a  cliancellor  ami  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court;  li»cal 
county  courts  and  a  prcjbate  jvuliiriary  were  constituted ;  while  a  fiail 
apptdlate  court,  lK»th  in  law  and  equity,  was  to  be  formed  by  the  senate, 
the  chanrullor,  and  the  judges  of  the  Supi-eme  Court.  For  the  imuiedi;ii»' 
execution  of  the  hiw:?.  Robert  R.  Livingston  was  elected  chancellor,  John 
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r  chief  justice.  Robert  Yates  ^  and  John  Sloss  Hobart'  judges  of  the 
>reme  Couit,  and  Egbert  Benson^  attorney-general.  Each  county 
s  provided  with  judicial  officers,  that  the  courts  so  long  closed 
{ht  be  reopened.  The  first  judge  for  the  county  of  Albany 
\  Volkert  Peter  Douw,  and  the  other  judges  were  Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck, 
raham  Ten  Broeck,  Henry  Bleecker,  Walter  Livingston,  and  John  A. 
I  Eyck.  For  Dutchess  County,  Ephraim  Paine,  Zephaniah  Piatt,  and 
thony  Hoffman  were  elected ;  for  Ulster  County,  Levi  Pawling  and 
ck  Wyncoop. 

rhe  day  following  was  Sunday.  But  there  was  no  rest  for  the  weaiy 
Islators.  Three  commissioners  were  appointed,  John  Jay,  Colonel 
mry  LuJiugton,  and  Colonel  Thomas,  to  quell  and  subdue  insurrections 
1  disaffection  in  the  counties  of  Dutchess  and  Westchester,  and  dii-ected 
30-operate  with  Robert  R  Livingston,  Zephaniah  Piatt,  and  Matthew 
itine  (the  committee  for  a  like  purpose  in  the  manor  of  Livingston), 
1  to  call  aid  from  the  militia  of  George  Clinton  and  McDougall 
enever  needful  The  commissioners  were  also  commanded  to  use 
gy  means  in  their  power  (torture  excepted)  to  compel  the  discoveiy 
spies  or  other  emissaries  of  the  enemy. 

fohn  Jay  declined  the  nomination  for  governor.*  The  office  was  he- 
wed upon  Geoige  Clinton,  who  was  elected  in  June  and  inaugurated 
ly  30.  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  as  president  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
\  of  the  new  senate,  became  lieutenant-governor  of  the  State. 
Before  the  end  of  May  Washington  had  formed  his  plans  for  the  dis- 
ad  of  his  army  in  such  a  manner  that  the  widely  separated  parts 
^t  reciprocally  aid  each  other.  It  was  supposed  that  Buigoyne,  who 
s  now  in  command  of  the  British  forces  at  the  North,  would  endeavor 
'take  Ticonderoga  and  penetrate  the  Hudson,  and  that  Howe  would 
ber  attack  the  Highlands  or  Philadelphia.  As  a  convenient  point  from 
iich  to  move  as  soon  as  the  enemy's  intentions  were  further  developed, 

*  Bstot  Yatw  WM  born  in  Schenectady,  New  York,  Jan.  27,  1738.  Received  a  clajiaical 
tMlte  in  New  Yoik  City,  became  a  lawyer,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Albany  in 
IQL    He  waa  a  juritt  and  statesman  of  distinction  ;  was  chief  justice  of  the  State  from 

OtolTM. 

*  Mm  Slots  Hobart  was  bom  in  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  in  17S8  ;  he  was  the  son  of  the 
WmA  MrMd  cleigyman.  Rev.  Noah  Hobart,  and  had  been  carefully  educated  in  eveiy 
■t  of  ttdoit  and  modem  lore.  After  the  war  he  was  one  of  the  three  judges  of  the 
mmm  Oonrt  of  New  York  ;  and  was  also  United  States  Senator  from  New  York. 

>  l^^irt  Benson,  who  subsequently  held  a  high  rank  in  jurispmdence  and  in  letters,  was 
H  Mlt^ysan  of  age.     He  was  bom  in  New  York  City,  June  21,  1746.  and  was  one  of  the 
y  gnfaslsB  of  King*a  (Columbia)  College. 
^  Ihi  iirtlllset,  character,  culture,  and  social  distinction  of  John  Jay,  and  the  promiutHice 
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Wiishiiigton  advanced  from  Jlorristown  to  the  ridge  of  strong  and  com- 
iiiaiiiUug  heights  in  the  rear  of  PlainfieH  and  Scotch  Plains,  where  from 
the  rucks  in  front  of  his  cump  he  could  look  liown  upon  the  Haritan,  the 
road  to  Philudelphia,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  country  between 
Aniboy  and  Truntt^n.  Sulli\'an  was  at  Princeton,  and  Lord  Stirling,  Gieeoe. 
and  other  officers  wei'c  u[Kjn  the  plains  which  intervened  between  the  main 
army  and  New  Brunswick.     Arnold  was  with  Mittiin  in  Philadelphia, 

witll  u'hii'li  he  ligumi  in  our  imtioiiftl  development,  leads  lu  to  penrtrate  beneath  the  mriu 
of  liitilorical  rianutivi:  for  furtJiej'  lijjlit  rta^icutiiig  liin  arigin  >nd  the  iiiflueiii;es  anJet  ■hi'l 
he  waa  reared.  To  the  Hupi'- 
not  iiioTement,  which  hnngfcl 
to  much  of  the  best  UaoiI  rf 
France  to  our  Bhore*,  Amirrio 
is  indebted  for  this  pnl  j"'- 
ist  and  staleaiuui.  Hiii  gnuV 
futlter,  Augustus  Jay,  csnM  t( 
New  York  in  1686,  when  ion- 
ly-one  yeare  of  age.  He  'u 
the  son  of  Pierre  Jst,  of  U 
Kochelle ;  he  was  bom  Jiir* 
IS.  1665,  aud  It  the  tff  J 
ftmrteen  was  sent  to  EoifW 
for  his  education.  He  m  it^ 
Kent  in  1685,  on  an  exiitucuf 
:i)edition  totheeoaslof -tFri'i. 


when 


s   fnther 


refugf  fmiii  ii.T*.'iiiinii  ill  h'l- 
land.  (.S.*  V..I.  I.  KM.  *:•'<■] 
H.-™n.etoNrw  Vork.ui.1.-^ 
t:iiiieil  letters  of  Aruaiiin 
frinii  (iovenior  Diirpn  no  ll* 
4Ili  Of  Man-h.  Whil-  m  « 
vnviige  to  Hauibur);  iu  lAd  br 
Wiw  lajjtuml  In-  |iiraies  *«' 
elfertnl  lii'.  eM-s|>r,  and  nit)»i 
U  Ko.helle,  Fr«n.-e,  «h«»  k 
BoraHLaKKhtlle.Friiict,  MdfiliiL  lUS  illcilit  Ww  Vort.  Nnt.  ti.  •;;>.       '"^    Krcn-I«l    bv    hil    mM 

[FHmiiitp«tniiiiiiiici>»Kkwinc4  Miui-iii.ctaAiga]ii.|  juslef,  Madame  Monchiri  mJ 

embarked  on  a  vemel  for  Denmark  ;  from  there  lie  pnxeeded  lo  Plymouth.  Eu|i;lauil,  and  ^vVi 

hil  father'a  family.     His  bruth-r  Isiuie  waain  tlie  Huguenot  regiinent  which  fought  u^"'.' 

for  WilliuD  111.,  under  Count  S-lionilieig,  nnd  dierl  fmin  wounds  reveirnl  at  the  bsitltJ 

tiM  BofM.     Hia  Bister  Frances  niarrieil  .Ste[ilien  PeU<)iiin  of  Rristoi.  England,  wbw  M 

Id  *M afterwards  mayor  of  Bristul     Krlnniing  to  New  York,  Augustas  Jay  maiiii^o 

Oft  UaliB,  daughter  of  Balthazar  Hayanl.     lie  was  a  maji  of  unbleniisheil  chswM 

I  all  tlw  graces  and  aceomjilislinients  whii'li  distinguished  the  Frrueh  d  tU 

'4l  and  ichoIarBhip,  together  with   his  Rue  presence  and  engagiiig  msiiA 

of  the  notable  personages  of  his  time.     His  son,  Peter,  horn  in  17M.  t^ 

■ho  married  Vary  Van  Cortlandt,  was  the  father  of  John  Jav,  teiM 

'  la  Bre,  New  York. 
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preparing  for  its  defense.  Howe's  object  was  the  Quaker  City,  and  he 
evidently  preferred  the  straight  route  across  New  Jersey ;  the  demonstra- 
tion was  made,  on  the  13th  of  June,  of  being  about  to  force  his  way,  but 
he  was  so  harassed  by  small  parties  without  drawing  Washington  into  a 
general  engagement,  that  he  suddenly  retreated  to  Amboy  and  began  to 
pass  his  troops  over  to  Staten  Island.  To  cover  the  light  parties  detached 
to  injure  the  British,  Washington  moved  with  the  main  army  to  Quibble- 
town,  the  van  under  Stirling  proceeding  to  the  Metuchen  meeting-house, 
with  orders  to  act  according  to  circumstances,  but  in  no  case  to  bring  on 
a  general  engagement.  Howe  wheeled  suddenly  about,  recalling  his 
troo})S  from  Staten  Island,  and  on  the  night  of  the  25th  marched  in 
two  columns  for  the  hei^^hts  and  passes  on  the  American  left. 
Washington  received  tintely  intelligence  and  fell  back  to  his 
stronghold  at  Middlebrook.  During  this  i-etrograde  movement,  Stirling 
encountered  the  British  right  colunm  under  Comwallis,  and  a  spirited 
engagement  ensued  at  Scotch  Plains ;  but  he  joined  Washington  upon 
the  heights  without  severe  loss.  Upon  the  brow  of  the  mountain  in  the 
rear  of  Plainfield  is  a  bold  projecting  rock,  at  an  elevation  of  four  hun- 
dred feet,  where  tradition  says  Washington  often  stood  during  these  five 
days,  taking  observations.  Baffled  in  his  main  design,  Howe 
withdrew  from  New  Jersey.  On  the  30th  he  embarked  with  "^^ 
sixteen  thousand  troops,  the  fleet  prepared  apparently  for  a  long  voyage. 

The  purposes  of  Howe  were  inexplicable  to  Washington.  According 
to  the  science  of  war  he  would  naturally  aim  tc  effect  a  junction  with 
Bai;goyne,  who  was  marching  with  a  strong  force  against  Ticonderoga ; 
and  his  route  would  be  the  smiling  valley  of  the  Hudson.  Therefore  the 
American  posts  in  the  Highlands  were  strengthened.  But  the  fleet,  after 
loOiiig  in  the  hot  July  sun  for  two  weeks,  finally  disappeared  fix)m  New 
ToiIe  harbor,  and  Washington  must  needs  make  Philadelphia  his  princi- 
pal care.  He  moved  his  main  army  to  Germantown,  and  conferred  with 
Coogresa*  which  had  returned  to  Philadelphia. 

In  the  interim  a  brilliant  achievement  raised  the  spirits  of  the  army. 
The  British  General  Pi-escott  commanded  in  Rhode  Island,  and  was 
qpotteied  in  a  house  about  five  miles  from  Newport.  Colonel  William 
BvlOD,  an  intrepid  young  officer  from  Providence,  learned  the  situation 
tiuuugh  a  deserter,  and  with  forty  men  rowed  across  Narragansett  Bay  in 
iHtt  dead  of  night,  July  10,  passed  three  frigates  unobserved, 
noiselessly  and  stole  along  three  fourths  of  a  mile  to  head- 
4l6n»  passing  the  geneml's  guard  not  two  hundred  yards  from  his 
daw,  aeind  the  sentry,  burst  into  the  house,  and  reached  Prescott's 

jT  boftm  an  alann  could  be  given  ;  as  this  was  not  opened  instantly 
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on  demand,  the  colored  guide  broke  in  the  panels  with  his  headland 
Barton,  springing  forward,  saw  a  man  sitting  up  in  bed.  "  Are  you  Gen- 
eral Prescott  ?  "  he  asked.  "  I  am,  sir,"  was  the  reply.  "  You  are  my 
prisoner,"  said  Barton.  "I  acknowledge  it,"  replied  Prescott  Silence 
was  compelled,  and  the  humiliated  general  was  hurried,  undressed,  into 
the  night-fog,  over  a  fence,  and  through  a  lye-field  where  blackbem- 
briers  prevailed,  much  to  his  discomfort ;  he  was  desired  to  run,  but  be 
siiid  he  was  an  old  man  and  could  not  Therefore  a  strong  hand  taking 
liim  under  the  ann  on  each  side  enabled  him  to  run.  "  Grentlemen,  do 
you  mean  to  kill  me  ?  *'  he  exclaimed.  "  No,  we  mean  to  exchange  you 
for  General  Lee,  and  after  that  we  do  not  care  how  soon  the  devil  has 
you  "  was  the  reply.  They  reached  the  boats  and  rowed  back  the  same 
way  they  came,  passing  the  men-of-war  and  forts  undiscovered.  When 
they  were  nearing  Warwick  Neck,  fire  rockets  and  alarm-guns  revetletl 
the  consternation  upon  the  island.  A  flag  was  sent  in  the  morning  for 
the  general's  clothes. 

This  admirably  conducted  enterprise  furnished  Washington  the  means 
of  exchanging  an  officer  of  equal  rank  with  Lee,  which  was  accomplished 
in  due  course  of  events.  Had  Lee  s  character  been  as  well  understool 
then  as  now  he  would  not  have  been  wanted  by  the  Americans  at  any 
price.  He  had  been  busy,  while  Congress  and  Washington  were  tenderly 
guardiiij^  his  interests  and  striving  for  his  release,  in  writing  out  ami 
presenting  to  Lord  and  General  Howe  an  elaborate  plan  for  reducing;  the 
Americans.  The  evidence  of  this  treason,  the  document  itself,  date*! 
March  29,  1777,  lias  been  discovered  and  given  to  the  world  by  the  emi- 
nent scholar.  Cieorge  H.  Moore,^  Lee  commanded  little  respect  in  the 
British  mind,  and  his  counsels  were  in  the  main  unheeded.  If  be  in- 
fluenced in  any  slight  d^:ree  the  southern  movement  of  the  Howes,  they 
had  less  reason  than  before  to  honor  his  military  judgment 

Swiftly  following  the  capture  of  Prescott  came  tidings  of  the  loss 
of  that  enchanted  castle  in  popular  imagination,  Ticonderoga  It  had 
been  invested  by  Buigoyne ;  and  evacuated  by  General  St  Clair  on  the 
Vght  of  July  5th.  The  indefatigable  exertions  and  appeals  of  Schuyler 
finr  an  increase  of  military  strength  were  counteracted  by  the  intrigues  oi 
Gales;  Schuyler  had  even  lieen  displaceii,  at  the  ver>'  moment  when  Bm^ 
gojne*8  splendidly  appointed  army  M-as  crossing  the  ocean,  and  it  wis 
Iste  in  May  before  he  was  restored  to  the  command.  The  peril  then 
ose  at  hand,  and  it  was  impossible  to  collect  men  ;  thus  the  gani- 

t  Amhii  ^  M^^ar-Oemerai  Ckarleg  Lee.  by  Geoige  H.  Moow  ;  Banenfl'i  Hid,  tWn/ 
r;  It  JfMTv'f  L&ifmliM  Foehry  of  the  Revolutitm  ;  Shaw  to  BiHat,  Mmirh  4,  1777 :  ^i^ 
Tmkt  U  lft«  fbrtign,  Ofice^   March  7.  1777  ;  IMLtmee^^M  Xate$  to  Jmu*  Bid^ 
•  L  SIS  ;  Wmttem^i  AnnaJt  of  Philadelphvt, 
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sou  was  totally  inadequate  for  the  defense  of  the  position  against  sucli  a 
brilliant  pageant  as  swept  over  the  liistoric  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  on 
the  1st  of  July.  The  importance  of  tiiis  fortress  was  overestimated  botli 
in  England  and  America,  as  proven  by  subsequent  events.  Still  the  peo- 
ple of  New  York,  having  regarded  it  as  the  bulwark  of  their  safety,  were 
terror-stricken,  not  knowing  whither  to  fly.  They  feared  the  savages 
more  than  the  British,  and  the  Hessians  more  than  the  savages ;  and  the 
forests  were  swarming  with  wildcats  and  wolves.  The  Tories  were  jubi- 
lant. And  when  the  news  reached  England  the  king  rushed  into  the 
queen's  apartment,  exclaiming,  "  I  have  beat  them,  I  have  beat  all  the 
Americans !  '*  Even  Lord  Germain  announced  the  fall  of  Ticonderoga  in 
Parliament,  as  if  it  had  been  decisive  of  the  fate  of  the  colonies. 

The  Council  of  Safety  at  Kingston  sent  Gouverneur  Morris  and  Abraham 
Yates  immediately  to  Schuyler's  headquartei-s  at  Fort  Edward,  to  confer 
as  to  the  most  efficient  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  State.  They 
encountered  rumors  of  disaster  and  depredation  at  the  North  and  West 
which  were  appalling.  They  found  Schuyler  hopeful  amid  his  perplexi- 
ties, hastening  to  assemble  his  army  at  Moses  Creek,  five  miles  from 
hence,  and  employing  scores  of  brave  men  in  the  woods  to  fell  trees 
across  the  road,  letting  them  drop  from  both  sides,  their  branches  miu- 
g^ing ;  they  tumbled  trees  into  the  fordable  rivers,  and  interposed  every 
oiber  obstacle  which  ingenuity  could  devise  to  embarrass  Burgoyne ;  at  the 
same  time  cattle  were  driven  beyond  his  reach,  and  bridges  and  saw-mills 
destroyed.  Within  the  twenty-one  miles  which  he  must  needs  mareh  to 
reach  Fort  Edward,  the  country  was  so  broken  with  streams  or  swamps 
that  be  was  obliged  to  construct  not  less  than  forty  bridges,  one  of  which, 
a  log-work  over  a  morass,  was  two  miles  long.  It  was  a  wet  season,  and 
wb^  dry  was  not  a  pleasant  land  to  journey  through.  But  the  excep- 
tUHial  difficulties  at  which  Burgoyne  stood  aghast  were  the  result  of 
Schuyler's  sagacity.  Brockholst  Livingston,  son  of  Governor  Livingston 
of  New  Jersey  (afterwards  a  judge  residing  in  New  York  City),  then 
twenty  years  of  age,  was  Schuyler's  most  efficient  aide-de-camp,  and  was 
constantly  conveying  orders  through  the  woods  ;  Matthew  Clarkson,  Liv- 
ingrton's  cousin,  joined  Schuyler's  staff  at  this  point.  The  committee 
Khoi^t  that  Schuyler,  from  being  personally  acquainted  with  the  passes 
and  defiles,  might  with  suitable  aid  effectually  defeat  Burgoyne. 

Bat  all  eyes  having  been  turned  towanis  Ticonderoga  as  the  Gibraltar 
of  the  Americans,  its  abandonment  caused  a  panic  of  alarm  and  disap- 
pointment. The  voice  of  censure  against  its  commanders  resounded  from 
one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  and  was  industriously  sustained 
bjr  Gates  and   those   whom  he  had  won  over  to  his   interests.     Both 
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Schuyler  and  St.  Clair  were  accused  of  military  n^ligence,  and  even  of 
complicity  with  the  enemy.     Party  spirit,  fomented  by  jealousies  of  long 
standing,  deafened  the  public  ear  to  the  true  reasons  of  the  case,  —  or 
their  palliating  circumstances.    Time  and  investigation  proved  that  St 
Clair  had  acted  the  part  of  a  judicious  and  skillful  officer.     And  the  \ista 
of  a  century  reveals  Schuyler's  wisdom,  int^rity,  breadth  of  vision,  and 
nobility  of  character,  in  a  light  which  will  radiate  undimmed  in  all  the 
future.     He  was  the  real  conqueror  of  Burgoyne,  and  thereby  rendered 
services  to  the  country  second  only  to  those  of  Washington  in  importance 
and  extent.     He  had  the  sympathy  of  the  New  York  government  and 
the  confidence  of  Washington  through  all  his  trials ;  Congress,  slighting 
the  very  authority  it  had  bestowed  upon  Washington  so  recently,  sent 
Gates  to  supersede  Schuyler,  to  whom  the  latter  gave,  upon  Ins  arrival  in 
camp  August  19,  the  cordial  reception  of  a  soldier  and  a  gentlemaa^ 

But  thrilling  events  had  transpired  ere  Gates,  with  the  powers  and  the 
aid  hitherto  entreated  by  Schuyler  in  vain,  reached  his  destination.  The 
storm  had  broken  upon  Central  New  York.  News  passed  like  a  whirl- 
wind through  the  Mohawk  Valley  that  St  L^er  with  picked  soldiers, 
accompanied  by  Sir  John  Johnson  and  his  Boyal  Greens,  and  Brandt  at 
the  head  of  one  thousand  Indians,  were  coming  eastward  from  Lake  On- 
tario down  the  Mohawk  River  —  and  it  was  said  they  had  oflfered  twentjr 
dollars  for  every  American  scalp.  It  was  a  terrible  hour.  The  country 
was  roused  with  horror.  Sir  John  Johnson  was  known  to  be  a  powerful 
leader  of  men.  He  possessed  the  magnetism  which  inspired  devotion 
His  regiment  was  composed  of  his  kinsmen,  neighbors,  and  tenants.  Even 
his  slaves  were  provided  with  weapons  ready  to  obey  his  slightest  nod. 
He  was  both  a  knight  and  a  baronet  His  princely  domain  was  here, 
stretching  off  beyond  the  horizon ;  broader  and  more  valuable  than  any 
other  private  estate  in  the  colonies,  save  perhaps  those  of  William  Penn 
and  Lord  Fairfax.  After  he  broke  his  parole  and  went  through  the  woods 
into  Canada,  his  wife,  Mary  Watts,  daughter  of  Councilor  John  Watto,* 
lady  of  great  beauty,  was  taken  to  Albany  as  a  hostage  for  his  good  be- 
havior. She  was  allowed  to  reside  with  a  venerable  aunt,  accompanieil 
by  her  sister  and  children,  but  given  to  understand  that  if  her  husband 
i^peared  in  arms  against  the  Americans,  or  if  she  attempted  to  escape 
she  would  be  the  victim  of  retaliation.    The  following  November  ak 

^  ItU  BwgtffM  Campai^,  by  John  Austin  Stevens  ;  Lard  Maham's  HxMUfry  €f  Em^- 
PkHip  Schntflfr  ami  the  Burpoynt  Campaign^  by  General  John  Watti  df  hf- 
*f /Tut  CHiifdSUUea:  Omtral  Knc  KoHbm  M«  iZ^ro/ic/uHs  by  DoaghatCsr 
r*«  Swrptmder^  by  WiUiam  L.  Stone  ;  Addrem  of  Hontio  Seymour;  Oratim^ 
MiCaitb;  IhLnuxy's KoitstoJimaM HiMtoryiif  New  York;  SUdman;U^ 
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to  the  Convention  for  permission  to  go  to  New  York,  which  was 
;  but  she  was  allowed  to  take  up  her  abode  with  the  family  of 
lader  Colden,  at  Coldenham,  in  Ulster  County.  The  first  thing 
was  to  send  a  trusty  messenger  to  Johnson  Hall,  for  one  of  Sir 
tenants  to  come  to  her  with  a  sleigh  and  a  pair  of  good  horses. 
iU  appeared  as  directed,  and  her  ladyship  and  sister.  Miss  Watts, 
xi  in  servants*  dresses,  started  in  the  evening,  traveling  all  night, 
lehed  Paulus  Hook  next  morning,  where  Sir  John,  who  was  in 
ork  City,  received  and  provided  for  her.  Thus  no  restraint  could 
imposed  upon  Sir  John's  movements,  since  his  family  were  safe 
Mtish  protection,  and  he  plunged  into  the  strife  with  a  bitterness 
r  to  be  equaled.  And  he  was  as  brave  and  energetic  as  he  was 
ive.  Jones  says  that  he  did  more  mischief  to  the  rebel  settlements 
16  fix)ntiers  of  New  York  than  all  the  partisans  in  the  British  ser- 
t  together. 

Inhabitants  of  the  region,  who  paled  with  terror  at  the  approach  of 
J,  were  nearly  all  patriots,  the  Tories  having  either  followed  Sir 
therwise  escaped,  or  been  imprisoned  by  the  existing  authorities. 
site  of  Rome  stood  Fort  Stanwix,  the  gamson  commanded  by 
.  Peter  Gansevoort,  a  young  officer  of  twenty-eight,  cool  and  reso- 
ied  by  the  bold  and  experienced  Marinus  Willett.  The  militia  of 
County  were  quickly  assembled  to  aid  in  its  defense,  and  eight 
i,  led  by  Greneral  Nicholas  Herkimer,  chairman  of  the  County  Com- 
af  Safety,  were  hastening  to  the  fort  on  the  dark,  hot,  sultry  summer 
g  of  August  6 ;  when  within  six  miles  (and  two  miles  west 
!)riskany  Creek,  which  is  some  eight  miles  from  Utica),  they 
bliged  to  cross  a  bog  and  small  stream  in  a  ravine,  by  a  primitive 
y  road,  and  found  themselves  all  at  once  in  a  deadly  ambush  pre- 
y  Sir  John  Johnson,  who  had  been  notified  of  their  movements  by 
er  of  Brandt.  Here  in  this  deep  defile  for  six  doubtful,  desperate 
without  lines,  or  fort,  or  artillery,  hand  to  hand,  with  knife  and 
ith  tomahawk  and  spear,  swaying  and  struggling,  slipping  in  blood 
imbling  over  the  dead  and  dying,  raged  the  most  bloody  l>attle  of 
ren  years'  war  for  American  Independence  —  and,  indeed,  of  all 
I  history.  After  the  smoke  cleared  from  the  first  exchange  of 
ots,  the  hollow  became  a  whirlpool  of  vengeance;  neighbors  and 
n  recognized  as  they  slew  each  other ;  even  brothers  with  uplifted 
rushed  into  deadly  embrace.  The  Indians  were  crazed  with  the 
e  scene  and  slaughtered  indiscriminately.  With  the  first  volley 
oer  was  mortally  wounded  and  his  horse  killed ;  but,  ordering  his 
to  the  foot  of  a  tree  against  which  he  could  lean  for  support,  he  calmly 
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directed  his  troops.     There  were  no  Briton  bom  soldiers,  no  Hessiaii8»  no 
professional  fighters  in  this  combat,  but  New  York  men,  children  of  the 
soil  almost  exclusively,  kindi'ed  struggling  with  kindred  for  supremaqr. 
The  courage  exhibited  on  both  sides  was  marvelous.     Sir  John's  brotho^ 
in-law,  Stephen  Watts  of  New  York  City,  a  gallant  young  officer  of 
twenty-two,  who  led  the  advance-guard  of  the  enemy  fix)m  Osw^,  was 
pierced  many  times  with  a  bayonet,  and  lost  one  of  his  limbs,  but  was 
found  alive  three  days  after  the  battle  and  conveyed  to  camp  by  Sir 
John's  Indians.     He  recovered.     Colonel  Willett  sallied  from  the  fort 
and  vigorously  attacked  the  main  army  of  St  Leger,  which  diversion  en- 
abled the  militia  to  beat  off  the  adversary.     But,  alas !  full  four  hundred 
were  dead  or  wounded,  including  many  leading  and  influential  men. 
St.  Leger  wrote  to  Buigoyne  that  almost  all  the  principal  moveis  of  the 
rebellion  in  Tryon  County  were  among  the  slain.     There  was  scarcely  i 
habitation  in  the  Mohawk  Valley  that  was  not  in  mourning  for  the  loss 
of  father,  husband,  brother,  or  son.     Never  had  militia,  caught  in  a  tra]\ 
defended  themselves  with  more  valor,  or  died  to  better  ulterior  advantage 
for  their  country.     Willett's  exploit,  without  losing  a  man,  resulted  io 
bringing  into  the  fort  twenty  or  more  wagon-loads  of  captured  aiticlo^ 
including  the  gala  fur  robes  and  blankets  of  the  Indians,  and  five  £n^ 
flags  which  were  triumphantly  displayed  before  evening  on  the  flag-ataf 
directly  beneath  the  first  "stars  and  stripes"  ever  unfurled  under  tie 
Act  of  Congress  of  June  14.     This  pioneer  United  States  banner  was  i 
curious  piece  of  needlework,  the  white  stripes  having  been  cut  out « 
ammunition  shirts,  the  blue  stripes  fashioned  from  a  camlet  cloak  which 
Willett  had  taken  from  the  enemy  at  Peekskill  in  March,  and  the  wd 
stripes  made  of  stuff  contributed  by  one  and  another  of  the  garrison.  St 
Leger  was  stunned  by   the   obstinacy  of  the  resistance,  and  Albany 
began  to  seem  to  him  a  great  way  off.     He  invested  the  fort,  but  the . 
Indians  had  lost,  with  eighty  or  more  of  their  number,  including  seveni 
favorite  chiefs,  their  taste  for  fighting,  and  hearing  that  Arnold,  sent  by 
Schuyler,  was   coming  up  the  valley  with  "  thousands  of  men,"  tbejf 
robbed  the  British  officei-s  of  their  clothes,  plundered  the  stores,  and  i«n 
away.     St.  Leger's  forces  were  demoralized,  and  he  finally  retraced  Us 
steps  to  Canada.     The  blood  of  Central  New  York  was  not  shed  in  vain; 
the  sacrifice  rendered  Burgoyne*s  right  arm  powerless. 

Before  Burgoyne  learned  the  fate  of  St.  Leger,  he  sent  (August  11)  »* 
expedition  to  capture  an  American  depot  of  supplies  at  Bennington;  it 
was  commanded  by  Colonel  Baum,  and  consisted  of  five  hundred  Hessians. 
a  select  corps  of  British  marksmen,  a  numerous  party  of  Tories,  and  * 
hundred  or  more  Indians.     But  they  never  reached  Benningtoa   Ne^ 
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England  was  as  belligerent  as  New  York  bad  been  at  Stanwix.     The 
hero,  John  Stark,  was  a  favorite  commander,  although  not  at  this  time 
holding  any  commission,  and  the  militia  of  New  Hampshire  sprang  from 
their  summer  work  at  his  call.     Anticipating  Burgoyne's   measure,  he 
had  reached  Bennington  on  the  9th,  William  Whipple,  a  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  from  Maine,  commanding  one  of  the  accom- 
panying brigades.    The  news  of  the  enemy's  approach  brought  out  the 
militia  bom  every  quarter.     Berkshii-e  was  all  activity.     Parson  Allen 
came  from  Pittsfield  in  his  chaise,  and  complained  because  Stark  did  not 
b^in  the  conflict  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  rain  on  the  15th.     "  If  the 
Lard  shall  once  more  give  us  sunshine,'*  exclaimed  Stark  in  reply,  "  and 
I  do  not  give  your  men  of  Berkshire  fighting  enough,  I  '11  never  ask  you 
to  come  out  again."    That  same  day  the  Indians  began  to  desert  Baum. 
They  said  the  woods  were  "  full  of  Yankees."     He  had  intrenched  upon 
an  eminence,  within  sight  of  the  Bennington  steeples  some  seven  miles 
distant,  upon  the  soil  of  Hoosac,  New  York.     And  dripping  in  the  storm, 
harassed  with  uncertainty  about  the  tactics  of  the  Americans,  irritated 
by  the  conduct  of  his  savage  allies,  and  subjected  to  the  perpetual  stings 
of  skirmishing  parties,  his   situation  was  anything  but  enviable.     On 
the  16th  Stark   skillfully  surrounded   the   whole    British   force, 
attacking  upon  every  side  simultaneously  at  a  given  signal ;  the 
fiunners  swept  up  the  hill  with  fiery  and  resistless  fury,  seized  the  blazing 
guns,  drove  the  veteran  troops  as  if  they  were  wild  animals  threatening 
their  homes,  and  became  masters  of  the  field.     As  they  swarmed  over  the 
breastworks   Baum  attempted   to  cut  his  way   out,  but  fell  mortally 
wounded,  and  his  worn-out  troops  surrendered.     The  contest  lasted  two 
hours ;  then  came  a  brief  lull  and  a  reinforcement  from  Burgoyne,  which 
hid  occupied  thirty  hours  in  marching  twenty-four  miles,  and  the  onset 
was  renewed.  Colonel  Seth  Warner  aiding  Stark  with  a  fresh  regiment 
fima  Bennington.     The  second  fight  raged  until  sunset,  when  the  foe 
retreated  upon  a  run,  chased  by  the  Americans  until  quite  dark.     The 
•mo,  artiUery,  and  ammunition- wagons  captured  were  of  special  value  at 
tkis  crisia     The  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  Stark  numbered  seven  bun- 
dled, while  the  loss  of  the  British  was  over  two  hundred  in  killed  and 
^■ounded.    The  Americans  lost  less  than  one  hundred.     It  was  a  victory 
^fcich  quickened  the  pulse  of  the  nation  ;  a  victory  won  upon  the  soil  of 
Kew  York  by  the  sons  of  New  England,  and  which  rendered  the  left  arm 
^Brngayne  powerless. 

It  was  now  that  the  haughty  Burgoyne,  who  had  airily  boasted  in 
l4Nidon  that  with  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  he  could  promenade 
^'I'QQgh  America,  found  himself  brought  to  a  halt     He  saw  that  he  had 


172  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

boon  deceived  as  to  the  seutimeut  of  the  country.  He  discovered  that 
tho  Indians  were  irresponsible  beings,  and  like  spoiled  children  grew 
more  unreasonable  and  importunate  with  every  new  favor.  And  he 
learned  the  unwelcome  truth  that  while  within  forty-seven  miles  of  the 
chief  town  of  a  great  agricultural  region  he  must  look  to  Canada  for  his 
daily  fooii ;  it  was  almost  a  month  before  he  had  accumulated  supphes 
niM^essary  for  any  further  advance.  And  these  triumphs  had  all  been 
uocomplisheil  before  Gates  assumed  conmiand  of  the  Northern  department 

The  outlook  of  the  British  campaign  of  1777  had  been  interesting  upon 
^Hi^ior.  Buigoyue  was  to  move  southward  by  Lake  Champlain,  Howe 
uorthwanl  by  the  Hudson  Biver,  and  St  Leger  eastward  from  Lake  On- 
tnrio.  They  were  to  meet  at  Albany.  The  whole  strength  of  the  English 
nation  >%*as  aimed  at  the  heart  of  New  York.  The  fleets,  the  armies,  and 
the  sa>'uge  allies  were  to  follow  converging  lines  and  unite  in  the  final 
blow.  The  study  of  America  had  convinced  England  that  New  York, 
physically  as  well  as  morally,  was  the  great  objective  point  to  be  con- 
4Ut'r\Hi.  That«  once  in  possession  of  the  stronghold  of  her  commanding 
sYsti'm  of  mountains  and  >*alleys«  the  American  rebellion  would  be  crushed 

In  tho  session  of  l\urliament  from  the  31st  of  October,  1776,  to  the  6th 
i^  Jum\  ITTT.  AmoricH  was  the  principal  topic  of  discussioiL  Opinioos 
clasluxl  i^'r^vtuallv.  Lord  Koekii^ham  in  one  house  wished  rather  to  give 
\ip  Auu»rioa  ami  embrace  her  as  an  ally  than  to  carry  on  so  destructive 
u  war  l.orvl  Oaveudish  iu  the  ocher  declared  the  war  useless  and  unjust. 
auvl  tho  vviKluct  of  II  iiioftVvtual.  harturous.  and  inhuman.  Lord  Sandwich 
was  livMr  fv>rcuv^  tho  Auiohcans  :o  submit  even  to  the  last  drop  of  their 
WvhhI  Ia>«\1  Sholburuo  w^is  n«  afniiu  to  declare  that  America  was  justi- 
tUMo  ui  Iwt  roc^i:>tauvv  frv^ra  :ho  beginning.  Another  member  describe*! 
tho  Ai\H>rtcAiis  AS  a  vv^i'urvHv  b<in.vi::u  who  :alked  loadlv.  and  ran  lustily 
whou  fi^\wl  K  ufccu  0^*  v.vwr*^.  Fox  called  the  affur  of  Long  Island 
"*  Iwhl^/  ausl  ^w  rik^cbing  in  :;  wvKhy  ot  ttiumph.  In  relation  to  the 
KlU  ^Ninvwvh^^  H:ssi  XIf>K^y  ro  s^fccre  azd  deCiin  persons  charged  with 
«r  M»|^*ll^(  \>f  h;^  :wa!S*.  a  vvn:a.::red  la  North  America,  he  cried  out, 
*)PfW  klK^w^  bu5  ;bsf  ;ai:i3SCtfK^  iz  :be  riltaesj?  of  iheir  malice  may  take  it 
lili^  llli^  WMcb  ^ttS  I  bdk^Y  <«frv^  .c  L:cg  IsLkzid  uzider  General  Wash- 
t"^  '^V^  vwu  :::S«af*  at^j  ii  oiiiw/ exclaimed  WUkes  The 
H^ltOnO^iifc  evS^N^wsK^  ^y  >y  jit  utf  siuiiC  SKirked  abhorrence  of  the 
H^pMHt  A:nifctck  Eist^xsi  Rizke  wvwld  have  made  ^ 
hi  ^  iwrix  r^trc  .-c  IUt.  ITTT.  I^rid  Haxtler  advised  • 
^fimfk  WT  4a  Aai»^  :^  ;aie  ir>c  "^^^^  lesscoe  the  honor  a< 
m  WwmJIa  w  .as^?mx  Vw  ue  jaempc  d"  impcie3ibilitie&'' 
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Sngland  might  be  said  to  have  anything  in  her  power  to  give.  He  urged 
or  an  immediate  suspension  of  hostilities.  In  his  opinion  America  was 
he  rising  world,  which  would  in  a  few  years  be  multiplied  an  hundred- 
Did,  and  her  friendship  was  worth  preserving.  He  warned  Parliament  of 
he  misrepresentations  or  ignorance  of  the  ministry  as  to  the  general  sense 
f  the  people  of  America,  and  predicted  certain  defeat  and  disasters,  with  an 
normous  waste  of  public  money.  A  few  days  before  the  session  termi- 
lated  (May  30)  Lord  Chatham,  after  two  years  of  sickness  and  seclusion, 
ame  ti)  the  House  of  Lords,  wrapped  in  flannels,  to  lift  his  voice  once 
Qore  against  this  mad  and  impracticable  war.  *'  You  cannot  conquer  the 
Americans,"  he  said.  "  Your  powerful  forces  may  ravage ;  they  cannot 
ouquer.  I  might  as  well  talk  of  driving  them  before  me  with  this 
Ttttch  I  You  have  sent  too  many  to  make  peace,  too  few  to  make  war. 
ffe  are  the  aggressors.  We  have  invaded  them.  We  have  tried  for  un« 
onditional  submission;  try  what  can  be  gained  now  by  unconditional 
edress."  His  motion  was  for  the  redress  of  all  American  grievances, 
ind  the  right  of  Americans  to  dispose  of  their  own  property.  The  de- 
late which  ensued  called  forth  the  highest  energies  of  both  contending 
larties.  But  the  motion  was  lost.  The  ministry  had  already  obtained 
iie  vote  of  Parliament  for  one  hundred  thousand  men  and  ten  millions 
)f  money.  David  Hartley  wrote :  "  Coercion,  and  not  conciliation,  was 
ifom  the  very  first  the  secret  and  adopted  plan.  The  decisive  periods 
ft'ere  during  the  first  three  sessions  of  this  Parliament ;  the  first,  opening 
in  November,  1774,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  war,  the  other  two  threw 
away  the  pearl  of  peace,  when  it  was  in  their  hands,  and  drove  America 
to  the  irrevocable  extremities  of  independence  and  foreign  alliance."  ^ 

The  arrogant  ministry,  who  had  uniformly  withheld  every  document  of 

infonnation  from  Parliament,  watched  the  moves  on  their  great  American 

dieaB-board  with  exultant  pride.    The  failure  of  St.  Leger  was  hushed 

into  silence.      Lord  Germain  through  sheer  negligence  omitted  to  sign 

and  send  the  explicit  orders  for  Howe's  movements,  which  had  been  pre- 

pKed,  but  which  were  found  in  the  minister's  office  in  London  late  in  the 

Anhmm.*    Had  this  fact  been  known  at  the  time,  the  mystery  of  Howe's 

oeean  dance  about  the  capes  of  Delaware  while  the  king's  forces  at  the 

Noiih  were  in  such  dire  peril  would  not  have  been  so  difficult  of  solutioa 

Howe  had  resolved  to  take  Philadelphia  by  sea,  and  a  circuitous  route 

W  wasted  nearly  the  whole  month  of  August ;  he  finally  lauded 

•*  the  Head  of  Elk  on  the  25th,  fai-ther  from  the  Quaker  City 

Am  he  was  in  June,  while  at  New  Brunswick.     Here  he  recruited  his 

*  ffartiey*s  LetUrs  an  the  American  War,  3,  31;  Pari,  HitL 
'  FoMan^a  Burgoyne,  282,  238. 
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army  for  several  days,  permitting  an  indiscriminate  plunder  not  only  of 
horses,  cattle,  and  slieep,  but  of  everything  else  that  fell  in  the  way  o*" 
the  soldiers,  without  distinction  of  Whigs  and  Tories. 

Meanwhile  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  with  the  veteran  Baron  de  Kalb, 
and  ten  other  Fi-ench  officers  seeking  service,  arrived  in  Philadelphia  by 
the  way  of  the  Carolinas,  creating  no  little  sensation.     The  romance  at- 
tending the  manner  in  which  this  rich  young  nobleman  had  baffled  every 
obstacle  to  reach  and  offer  his  services  to  America  as  a  volunteer  without 
pay,  made  him  an  object  of  interest  alike  to  the  army  and  to  the  worid 
He  was  less  than  twenty  years  of  age,  the  husband  of  a  beautiful  woman, 
a   daughter  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Noailles,  himself  of  high  birth, 
and  with  ample  means  for  every  luxury.     While  preparing  in  secret  a 
vessel  for  his  voyage,  he  visited  London,  where  his  kinsman,  the  Marquis 
of    Noailles,  was  ambassador.     He  was  presented  to  King  Geoige  and 
graciously  received.     He  also  met  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at  the  opera,  who 
had  come  home  on  a  winter  leave  of  absence.     And  he  declined  au  in- 
vitation to  visit  the  naval  armament  at  Portsmouth,  as,  mindful  of  his 
own  hostile  designs,  he  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  pry  into  the  miUtai)' 
forces  of  the  kingdom.     His   iirst   introduction  to  Washington  was  at 
a  dinner-party  in  Philadelphia  which  included  several  members  of  Con- 
gi-ess ;  before  they  separated  Washington  invited  him  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  his  military  family,  which   invitation  was   gratefully  acceptal 
Tl;n)ugh    him  Washington  learned  moi*e  clearly  the  temper  of  France, 
rrankliu's  visit  had  produced  a  profound  impression.     The  amiable  Louis 
XVI.  hesitated  about  involving  the  nation  in  another  war  with  England 
b'lt  it  was  generally  understood  that  the  United  States  would  receivt 
secret  succors  and  warlike  stores. 

John  Jay  and  Gouverneur  Morris  traveled  to  and  from  Philadelphia 
during  the  hot  days  of  August ;  tarrying  a  few  hours  in  Pfercepany,  New 
Jersey,  where  Mrs.  Jay  and  her  infant  son,  Peter  Augustus,  were  spending 
the  summer  months  with  the  family  of  her  father,  Governor  LiWngston. 
They  were  obliged  to  journey  with  the  utmost  caution,  as  marauding  ex- 
peditions from  New  York  and  Staten  Island  were  prowling  continually  on 
the  Jersey  shores  and  far  into  the  country.  Sullivan,  who  had  been  left 
with  his  command  when  Washington  quitted  the  State,  attempted  retalia- 
t'on  by  crossing  with  a  force  of  one  thousand  to  Staten  Island,  August  22. 
of  7hich  Aaron  Ogden  and  Fi-ederick  Frelinghuysen  were  conspicuoiu 
officers,  and  captured  two  loyalist  regiments  from  New  Jei'sey,  with  eleven 
officers.  The  prisoners  were  sent  off  in  a  prize  vessel ;  but  the  Amerii'a» 
rear-guard  was  attacked  befoi-e  they  could  re-embark,  and  after  au  ob- 
stinate conflict  forced  to  surrender ;  the  loss  was  one  hundred  and  sixty* 
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two.  Sullivan  found  orders,  when  he  regained  his  camp,  to  join  Wash- 
ington, who,  parading  his  anny  decked  with  sprays  of  green  through  the 
streets  of  Philadelphia  on  the  24th,  proceeded  to  the  highlands  beyond 
Wiltniagtou,  to  meet  Howe  on  his  route  to  Philadelphia.  On  the  25th. 
General  Francis  Nash,  brother  of  Governor  Abner  Kasb  of  North  Caro- 
lina, with  his  brave  North  Carolinians,  marched  also  through  the  streets 
of  Philadelphia  and  joined  Washington.  Meanwhile  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
retaliating  upon  Sullivan,  sallied  out  of  New  York  with  three  thousand 
troops  and  overran  a  considerable  portion  of  the  eastern  section  of  New 
Jersey,  causing  much  alarm  and  distress,  robbing  and  insulting  the  in- 
habitants and  seizing  their  valuable  live  stock.  With  the  uprising  cf  the 
niititia  he  returned  to 
the  city  with  slight  losa 
The  details  of  these  out- 
rages were  published  in 
the  American  news- 
papers, frequently  mag- 
nified, but  with  suffi- 
cient foundation  in  truth 
to  alienate  any  people 
from  the  perpetrators. 
Governor  Livingston  had 
already  begun  to  make 
his  pen  useful  in  the 
cause  of  America;  and  ; 
to  counteract  the  effects 
of  Rivington'a  loyalist 
paper  in  New  York,  be 
aided  Isaac  Collins  in 
establishing  The  New 
Jeneg  Gazette  at  Bur- 
lingUm,  which,  removing  joh*  jay. 

flWU    town    to     town     as  |r-™j|"tn.iin.hci«u«».r.onn.,:Tind«i..Hcii.  MnJ.,.! 

pdiqr  or  prudence  dictated,  continued  throughout  the  war  the  leading 
vehicle  of  information  in  this  State.  Livingston's  essays,  through  thei; 
bdd  reasoning  and  scoffing  ridicule  of  kingly  threats,  did  wore  to  pre 
Vent  \-aciIlation  and  fear,  and  convince  the  New  Jersey  patriots  th» 
oltiiiute  success  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  was  impossible,  than  ant 
ether  agency.  And  while  he  was  presiding  over  the  Council  of  Safetj. 
•ometimea  at  Trenton,  sometimes  at  Morristown.  and  anywhem,  ir  tht 
■nnuituns  or  woods  between,  his  hiight  and  gifted  daughters  tn.ot',  hi!^ 
B  for  him. 
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On  the  9th  of  September,  two  days  before  Howe  met  Washington  be- 
low Philadelphia,  while  Buigoyne  was  moving  slowly  down  upon  Alban} 
from  the  North  like  a  terrible  cloud,  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was 
menacing  the  Hudson  River  passage  to  form  a  junction  with  hiic 
—  shortly  to  reduce  the  building  where  the  scene  occurred,  together  witi 
the  whole  village,  to  ashes  —  John  Jay,  the  first  chief  justice  of  the  new 
State  of  New  York,  opened  its  supreme  court  in  Kingston,  charging  the 
grand  jury  that  the  people  of  New  York  had  chosen  their  Constitation 
under  the  guidance  of  reason  and  experience,  and  that  the  highest  re- 
spect had  been  made  to  those  great  and  equal  rights  of  human  nature 
which  should  ever  remain  inviolate  in  every  society.     "  You  will  know " 
he  said,  "  no  power  but  such  as  you  create,  no  laws  but  such  as  acquiiv 
all  their  obligations  from  your  consent     The  rights  of  conscience  and 
private  judgment  are  by  nature  subject  to  no  control  but  that  of  tbe 
Deity,  and  in  that  free  situation  they  are  now  left"     He  stood  in  his 
robes,  this  tall,  straight,  slight,  self-poised  young  man,  a  power  more  f(H^ 
midable  than  fleets  and  armies,  as  he  uttered  these  lofty  ideas,  dedanog 
that  "  Divine  Providence  had  made  the  tyranny  of  princes  instrumental 
in  breaking  the  chains  of  their  subjects."    On  the  10th,  Geoige  Clinton, 
the  first  governor,  met  the  first  l^pslature  of  the  new  State  at  Kingston, 
and  its  noble  Constitution  received  the  first  principles  of  Ufa 

And  just  across  the  borders,  in  Connecticut,  during  the  same  hour  of 
threatened  calamity  at  ever}-  point  of  the  compass,  the  clergymen  who 
tx)niprised  the  corporation  of  Yale  College  elected  a  new  president 
There  is  something  almost  sublime  in  the  calm,  business-like  faith  of  this 
action,  in  the  midst  of  the  timiults  which  affected  all  colleges,  and  with 
the  picture  before  their  eyes  of  Nassau  Hall,  at  Princeton,  used  as 
barracks  above  and  a  stable  below,  and  its  fine  librarv,  the  trift  of  Gov- 
emor  Belcher,  scattered  to  the  four  winds  by  the  enemy.  These  clerical 
trustees  were  established  over  parishes  in  different  parts  of  the  State 
They  were  the  Reverends  Eliphalet  Williams,  Warham  Williams,  Moee? 
Dickinson,  John  Trumbull,  Moses  Mather,  Eliezer  Goodrich,  Samnel 
Lockwood,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Nathaniel  Taylor,^  Mr.  Beckwith,  and  the  accom- 

*  The  Rev.  Nathanivl  Taylor  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  New  Milford,  in  the  nortk* 
western  part  of  Connecticut,  adjoining  Dutches  County,  Xew  York.     He  was  a  twit*  ^ 
Yak  College  twenty-six  years,   a  pastor  fifty   years.      He  was  a  famous  Hebrew  v^^ 
ranked  high  in  the  pulpit,  and  possessed  a  fine  graceful  figure  and  a  magnificent  rokc   ^ 
larred  as  chaplain  t^  a  Connecticut  regiment  of  troops,  and  remitted  one  year's  itltfy* 
aid  his  people  in  theu  t.vntributions  to  the  war.     His  mother  was  a  descenilant  of  Tfcfl"* 
Benedict  (see  Vol.  1.  :^n2>  ;  his  wife  was  a  sister  of  Goremor  Boaniman,  and  daogbtiT  ^ 
the  first  minister  of  New  MilfonL     He  was  th*-  grandfather  of  the  learned  theologicJ  ?• 
•wBor.  Rer.  Dr.  Nat>'aB:el  W.  Taylor  of  Yale,  who  died  in  1858^  and  of  Dr.  Cteorge  Tiy**' 
K««  Milfoid.    Anu)i%  his  grcat-grandchildren  is  the  wile  of  Piesident  Noah  PMtv,  of  Tild' 
•Im  tkt  wife  of  Boo.  Thanm  E.  Stewart,  of  New  York  aty. 
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led  Stephen  Johoaon  of  Lyme.  Bev.  Ezra  Stiles^  ont;  of  the  purest 
best  gifted  men  of  his  age,  who  had  been  pastor  of  the  church  in 
port  from  1756  until  the  invasion  by  the  British,  was  their  choice, 
iras  informed  of  his  election  by  Rev.  Chauncey  Whittlesey.  Stiles 
he  thought  "  the  diadem  of  a  coU^e  president  but  a  crown  of  thorns 
ich  tumultuous  times,  especially  when  he  must  control  from  one  hun- 

ssd  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  young  gentlemen  students,  who 

R  bundle  of  wildtire,  some  leaving  for  the  army,  and  many  coming 
om  other  collies."  But  be  accepted  the  position,  and  the  instruction 
le  rising  men  of  the  nation  went  forward  among  the  leafy  shades  of 

Haven,  as  if  Revolution  was  not  stalking  abroad  in  the  laud, 
le  crash  of  arms 
!  between  Howe 
Washington  on  the 
ling  of  September 
it  the  same  mo- 
C  when  Burgoyne, 
loaing  that  Howe 

pushing  up   the 

son,  announced  to 

his  camp  that 

he  had  sent  the 

fleet  to  Canada, 
tally    abandonir^ 

comm  uuications, 
that  his  army  must 
;  its  way  or  perish. 
D  the  banks  of  a 
itifal  creek  bear- 
die  genial  name  of 
a^wioe,  and  flow- 
tnto  the  Delaware 
ar,  Washington, 
led  acroes  the  direct  road  of  his  adversary,  awaited  his  approach  ;  he 

made  Uie  best  possible  arrangement  of  his  forces  for  resistance  or 
ck,  and  as  he  rode  up  and  down  hia  lines  there  was  one  prolonged 
Dt  of  enthusiasm.  Knyphaosen  soon  appeared  at  Chad's  Ford  and 
|Ded  an  attack,  while  Howe  and  Comwallis  were  hastening  to  cross 

rifer  seven  miles  farther  up  and  obtain  the  rear  of  the  Ameri- 
a  Receiving  this  information,  Washington  ordered  Sullivan  to  check 
ff  ooone,  while  he  would  give   Knyphausen  a   chance  to   fight   it 
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earnest  Just  as  Greene  at  the  river's  edge  was  about  to  begin  the  attack, 
a  message  from  Sullivan  came,  saying  that  he  had  disobeyed  orders  be- 
cause the  "  information  upon  which  those  orders  were  founded  must  be 
wrong."  By  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  it  was  found,  however,  that  the 
enemy's  columns,  having  taken  a  wide  circuit  of  seventeen  miles,  were  in 
a  position  where  they  were  likely  to  complete  the  overthrow  of  the  Con- 
tiuental  Army,  and  a  sharp  and  complicated  battle  ensued.  In  the  heat 
jf  the  engagement  on  the  right,  Knyphausen  crossed  the  Brandywine  in 
one  body  and  attacked  the  American  left.  It  was  near  nightfall  when 
Wiishington  withdrew,  and  darkness  ended  the  contest  His  officers  bad 
displayed  great  personal  courage.  Lafayette  was  wounded,  but  kept  tbe 
field  till  the  close  of  the  battle.  Washington  announced  his  defeat  to 
Congress  without  casting  blame  upon  any  one ;  he  stated  his  loss  at  about 
one  thousand.  The  British  lost  nearly  six  hundred.  Howe  had  made  a 
vigorous  attempt  to  crush  the  whole  army  between  his  two  divisions,  in 
which  he  signally  faileil. 

Washington  conducted  his  army  to  Germantown,  then  recrossed  the 
Schuylkill  and,  watching  the  fords  and  roads,  disputed  the  progress  of  the 
British  at  every  step.  Howe  advanced  compactly  and  with  caution, 
never  sending  detached  parties  beyond  supporting  distance.  There  were 
severe  skirmishes  at  various  points.  Congress  took  alarm  and  moved  to 
Liiucaster,  thence  after  one  day's  session  to  Yorktown,  in  Pennsylvania. 
Wiishiiigton  wiis  too  weak  to  risk  another  battle.  Howe  managed  to 
cross  one  of  the  lower  fords  and  throw  himself  between  Washinoton  and 
g^  ^  ^  Philadelphia.  The  itjst  was  easy.  On  the  morning  of  the  26th 
the  British  army  marched  into  the  city  with  music  and  banners 
iiv'l  gay  huzzas.  Thus  fell  the  capital,  so  long  the  seat  of  Congresa  But 
the  blow  was  light  compared  to  what  it  would  have  been  ten  months 
Wfore,  whe/\  the  British  wero  at  Trenton.  "  It  will  take  so  lanre  a  foroe 
to  maintain  it,  that  they  will  wish  they  had  spared  themselves  the 
trouble,"  said  Schuylei*.  When  the  news  was  announced  to  Franklin  at 
Parig,  he  exclaimed,  *'  No,  no,  it  is  not  General  Howe  that  has  taken 
Philadelptia  it  is  Philadelphia  that  has  taken  General  Howe ! " 

While  jtT  the  crack  of  the  rifle  was  echoing  along  the  banks  of  tbe 
Delaware,  seve*:  days  before  Howe's  triumphal  entry  into  the  Quaker  Citf, 
Burgoyne  had  begua  his  great  contest  with  the  American  army  at  San- 
toga.^  He  found  himself,  on  crossing  the  Hudson  upon  a  bridge  of  boats 
September  13th,  in  the  presence  of  a  foe  hidden  in  the  same  dense  forest 

*  This  contest,  or  series  of  contests,  is  calleil  variously  the  battle  of  Sumtoga,  SHUintti; 
and  Bemna  Heights.  I  have  adopted  the  simple  and  better-known  name  of  Saratov  tM 
tht  leader  may  have  no  confusion  of  ideas  respecting  the  locality. 
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where  he  struck  his  own  tents,  whose  drum-beat  he  could  hear,  but 
whose  numbers  and  position  he  did  not  know.     Gates  had  moved  north 
on  the  12th  to  a  hill  in  Saratoga,  where  fortifications  had  been  con- 
structed under  Kosciuzko,  the  famous  Polish  nobleman,  then  only  twenty- 
one,  and  from  a  watch-tower  in  the  top  of  a  high  tree  was  kept  informed 
of  eveiy  movement  of  the  British.     Buigoyne's  had  been  a  slow-toiling 
army  through  the  wilderness,  undoing  the  tangles  day  by  day  which 
Schuyler  had  prepared  for  them,  and  a  cloud  of  red  savages  had  preceded 
and  hung  on  their  trail,  driving  farmers  and  their  families,  faint  and  sick 
with  terror,  flying  before  their  glistening  tomahawks.     The  most  shocking 
atrocities  were  of  daily  occurrence.     Mrs.  Scliuyler  (Catharine  Van  Rens- 
selear)  was  returning  from  a  visit  in  Albany  to  her  summer  home  in 
Saratoga,  and  when  within  two  miles  of  the  mansion  met  a  crowd  of 
fugitives  who  told  her  that  Burgoyne  had  crossed  the  Hudson,  and  also 
recounted  the  thrilling  story  of  the  murder  of  Jenny  MacCrea,  which 
bad  occurred  near  that  veiy  spot,  and  warned  her  of  the  danger  of  pro- 
ceeding farther.     She  was  alone  in  her  carriage,  and  her  only  escort 
ii*a8  a  servant  on  horseback.     "  I  must  go  for  my  daughters,"  she  said ; 
*  besides,  the  general's  wife  ought  never  to  know  fear."     And  she  drove 
on.    She  remained  in  her  beautiful  home  only  long  enough  to  take  a  few 
valuables,  as  the  servants  informed  her  that  Indians  were  already  lurking 
in  the  shrubbery  that  adorned  the  gix)unds,  and  with  her  family  escaped 
to  Albany.     Burgoyne*s  scarlet  host  boldly  advanced  two  miles  on  tlie 
19th,  with  all  the  glittering  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war,  accompanied 
\rf  the  wives  and  children  of  officers,  as  if  the  expedition  were  a  ^^ 
vast  pleasure-party  —  calashes  for  the  ladies,  hoi^ses,  cannon,  bag- 
gige,  and  stores  in  endless  array ;  suddenly  they  were  confranted  by  a 
bolwaik  of  breastworks,  artillery,  and  an  eager  foe.     The  Hudson  was 
bdiind  them,  communication  with  Canada  gone,  and  tliey  had  no  alterna- 
tive bat  to  fight    At  one  o'clock  the  action  commenced,  Bui^goyne  leading 
the  central  division,  General  Riedesel  the  right,  near  the  river,  and  Gen- 
cnl  Rrazer  the  left,  making  a  circuit  to  assail  the  American  right  upon 
tbe  heights ;  three  hours  later  the  combat  was  general  and  despemte ;  at 
tie  o'clock  Buigoyne's  anny  was  in  mortal  peril ;  at  sunset  Riedesel  with 
one  legiment  and  two  cannon  struggled  through  a  thicket  and  up  a  hill, 
nd  made  a  vigorous  charge  which  stayed  the  fatal  blow ;  witl\  dark- 
Mi  the  battle  ended.     The  British  bivouacked  on  the  field,  and  huddled 
ttrir  dead  into  the  ground  promiscuously.     They  had  lost  five  hundred. 
The  Ameiicaus  retired  within  their  lines  for  the  night     Their  loss  was 
Im  than  four  hundred.     The  glory  of  the  day  was  due  to  the  several 
l^pmeiitfl  fighting  with  n»ost  obstiqate  coui-age  in  unison  against  reyi- 


180  HISTORY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

ments.  There  was  no  manoeuvring.  Just  praise  was  awarded  to  Morgan 
^^ith  his  famous  Virginia  riflemen,  and  to  Scammel  of  New  Englflmd 
But  no  men  did  more  efficient  service  on  this  memorable  occasion  than 
the  sons  of  New  York,  led  by  CJolonel  Philip  Van  Cortlandt  and  other 
gallant  officers,  who,  in  disputing  the  pathway  to  their  own  broad  acres, 
were  contending  for  a  continent  They  resented  the  removal  of  Schulyer 
from  the  chief  command,  and  declared  that  an  able  general  might  have 
utterly  routed  Burgoyne.  And  Arnold  came  up  afterwards  and  urged  an 
attack  upon  the  enemy  while  they  were  disconnected  and  without  intrench- 
ments.     Gates  refused,  waiting  for  more  troops,  and  a  quarrel  ensued 

The  next  day  Burgoyne  received  a  message  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in 
cipher,  informing  him  that  he  should  commence  attacking  the  strong 
places  along  the  Hudson  September  22,  on  his  route  to  Albany;  and 
Burgoyne,  catching  at  the  phantom  of  hope,  replied  that  he  could  main- 
tain his  position  until  October  12.     This  communication  was  placed  in  t 
hollow  silver  bullet,  which  the  bearer  was  ordered  to  deliver  into  Clinton's 
own  hands ;  he  crept  along  the  wooded  country  by  night,  concealing  him- 
self by  day,  until  he  reached  Fort  Montgomery,  where,  in  response  to  his 
inquiries  for  Geneml  Clinton,  he  was  conducted  into  the  presence  of 
Governor  George  Clinton  !    Seeing  his  mistake,  he  swallowed  the  bolki 
An  emetic  was  promptly  administered,  the  dispatch  discovered,  and  its 
bearer  hanged  as  a  spy.     But  Burgoyne,  knowing  the  extraordinary  diffi- 
culties of  communication,  had  taken  the  precaution  to  send  several  mes- 
sengers by  different  routes,  one  of  which  reached  his  destination  altera 
succession  of  perils  and  haidships. 

Days  passed  away  wearily  to  the  inactive  Britons,  encamped  so  near 
the  Americans  that  every  joyful  gun  or  shout  was  distinctly  heard,  but 
the  tidings  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  nearness  for  co-operation  never  came. 
Their  camp  was  harassed  on  every  side.  The  alarm  was  constant  Offi- 
cei-s  and  men  slept  in  their  clothes.  Horses  grew  thin  and  weak  The 
rations  of  the  soldiers  were  clipped  Eight  hundred  sick  and  wounded 
were  in  the  hospital  Finally  Buigoyne  saw  that  he  had  provisions  for 
but  a  few  days  longer,  and  un  the  evening  of  October  5  summoned  bis 
generals  to  a  final  council  relative  to  the  policy  of  attacking  the  Amen- 
wins. 

Had  they  known  what  had  occurred  the  day  before  at  Germantown. 

^^^  ^  they  would  have  been  less  despondent.     Washington,  passing  sud- 
denly from   the  defensive  and   retreating  to   the  audacious,  h«^ 
swooped  down  upon  Howe's  encampment  in  this  pretty  suburb  of  Phi'*' 

'Iphia.     It   Wtis   then   a   small  village  of  one  street  two  miles  loaf 
>hington  had  planned  a  simultaneous  attack  upon  the  wings,  fronts  a» 
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rear,  to  be  swiftly  and  vigorously  made,  from  which  the  troops  might 
expeditiously  retreat  if  unsuccessful     He  marched  from  his  post  on  the 
Sldppack  road  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia  in  the  evening  of  the  3d, 
and  the  attack  was  made  at  dawn.     It  startled  all  the  British  l^ons  in 
the  vicinity ;  Howe  sprang  from  his  bed  and  rode  to  the  scene  just  in 
time  to  see  one  of  lus  battalions  running  away.     Comwallis,  in  Phila- 
delphia, was  wakened  by  the  cannon,  and  his  grenadiers  ran  the  whole 
distance,  although  not  reaching  the  ground  until  the  action  terminated. 
Washington  dashed  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight     He  thought  for  a  time 
that  victory  was  in  his  grasp.    Greene  was  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
too  late  to  perform  his  part  of  the  programme,  and  then  conducted  his 
men  carelessly,  by  which  the  divisions  became  mixed  and  caused  serious 
confusion.     Washington,  at  half  past  eight,  gave  the  order  to  retreat, 
ffffrtiihng  it  to  every  division,  and  care  was  taken  to  remove  every  piece  of 
urtiUery.     He  had  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  about  one  thou- 
Band.     Among  the  officers  killed  was  the  accomplished  General  Nash. 
rhe  enemy,  according  to  Howe's  report,  lost  five  hundred  in  killed  and 
voonded.     General  Agnew  and  Colonel  Bird  were  both  .  killed.     This 
ittack  of  Washington  so  soon  after  the  defeat  at  Brandywine  was  a  par- 
tial success,  inasmuch  as  it  convinced  the  world  that  defeat  was  not  con- 
piest     The  British  fleet  soon  attacked  the  Delaware  forts,  and  several 
eveie  engagements  occurred.    At  Eedbank  the  Hessians  were  repulsed, 
nd  their  commander.  Count  Donop,  taken  prisoner,  mortally  wounded, 
nng  in  the  fort  tenderly  cared  for  by  Duplessis  de  Maudit,  a  French 
loer  of  engineers  who  had  joined  the  Americans. 
While  Burgoyne  was  making  his  preparations  for  the  fatal  battle  of 
tober  7,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  four  thousand  strong,  disembarked 
\Umy  Point  on  the  Hudson.     He  had  first  landed  at  Yerplanck's 
at  to  deceive  Putnam  at  Peekskill,  who  quickly  rallied  a  force  to  op- 
\  his  advance  up  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river.     Having  thus  diverted 
ition,  Clinton  crossed  quietly  in  a  fog,  and  from  Stony  Point,  on  the 
bank,  marched  over  Dunderberg  Mountain,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles, 
*Ack  forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  which  were  not  defensible  in  the 
they  having  been  simply  constructed  to  guard  the  river.     (Jovemor 
>n,  with  the  first  intimation  that  the  British  were  on  the  move,  had 
ned  the  new  l^islature,  sitting  at  Kingston,  and  hurried  to  the 
of  danger,  ordering  militia  to  his  aid,  the  regular  troops  having 
rawn  off  to  Saratoga  and  elsewhere  in  the  great  emergency,  leaving 
Tisons  feeble.     His  brother.  General  James  Clinton,  commanded 
the  fortresses  and  himself  the  other.     They  were  surprised  simul- 
y  by  the  descent  of  the  British  from  the  mountain  in  two 
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columns,  and  a  desperate  battle  ensued.     The  New-Torkers  went  out  to 
meet  the  British  and  Tories  in  the  open  field,  and  after  protracted  resist- 
ance gave  way  only  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  spiking  their  cannon  be- 
fore retiring.  The  British  then  vigorously  attacked  both  forts  on  all  sides, 
which  were  defended  with  spirit.    At   five  o'clock  in  the  afternooD  a 
summons  to  surrender  as  prisoners-of-war  was  rejected  by  the  Americans 
with  scorn.    The  attack  was  renewed,  and  the  works  finally  forced  at 
nightfall  by  overpowering  numbers.    The  Americans  fought  their  way 
out,  and  many  of  them  escaped.     Governor  Clinton  leaped  a  precipice  in 
the  darkness  and  reached  the  water's  edge,  where  he  found  his  brother 
James  about  to  enter  a  skiff,  which  would  hold  but  one  man  with  safety, 
and  who  insisted  upon  the  governor's  taking  it  instead  of  himself    The 
governor  indignantly  refused  unless  his  brother  could  go  also,  which  was 
impossible;  and  to  end  the  dispute  James  fairly  pushed  the  governor  ioW 
the  skiff  and  shoved  it  off,  springing  upon  a  loose  horse  near  by  and  dash- 
ing through  a  squad  of  British  troops,  by  whom  he  was  wounded  in  the 
Uiigh  with  a  bayonet,  but  reached  next  day  his  home  in  Orange  County. 
The  British  loss  was  about  one  hundred  and  forty.    Of  the  Americans, 
three  himdred  were  killed  and  captured,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  New- 
Yorkers;  and,  as  at  Oriskany,  their  blood  was  not  spilled  for  naught 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  received  a  check  which  delayed  the  execution  of  his 
plans,  and  thereby  prevented  his  aiding  the  Northern  British  army,  not- 
withstanding  that,  after  clearing  away  the  chain  stretched  across  the  Hud- 
s  »n  at  Anthony  s  Nose,  he  sailed  into  Newburgh  Bay,  sending  a  messaj:e 
pivly  to  Buiv[oyne,  "  Here  we  are !    Nothing  between  us  and  Albany. 
The  message,  however,  ^'as  intercepted. 

The  next  morning  broke  in  mocking  splendor.      The   woods  ab<)nt 
^^^    Saratoga  were  clad  in  their  gayest  foliage.     The  air  was  soft  and 
balmy.     Buigoyne  had  determined  to  hazard  a  battle,  and  ^-as 
astir  early.     At  ten  oclock  his  di\isions  were  in  readiness.    Seconded 
by  Riedesel    PhiUj^   ^md   Frazer,  and  with   fifteen    hundred   picked 
troops,  the  best  in  his  army,  he  adN-anced  in  three  columns,  sendinji 
skiimishera  ahead,  and,  forming  in  line  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  from 
the  American  works,  sat  do\^Ti  in  double  ranks,  courting  battle    Tea 
gans  were  well  posted.    The  grenadiers  under  Major  Ackland  ^«'^|^ 
tbe  forest  on  the  left :  Frazer  commande«\,  O^e  ^^V  'm^tmtxy  to  the  n^X^ 
and  aent  foragere  to  cut  wheat  in  a  field  >^t3[v  ^\^c\x  U>  ieed  their  starvit^ 
koms,  while  some  Canadians,  lovalists^     ^^^^^^  ^^^^  1^"^!^^ 
get  in  the  ^^^^>^^  otA^^x^^^^^^^   ^  ^^^^^^^^^ 
a  way  through  towards  Albany.       tbft  ai^   sj^^^^^#  vJi^^  .«^i«ixv  , 
^  Amencan  camp  on  Bemis    T^iftj^^^       ^J:^^>#' 
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circle,  the  convex  towards  the  enemy,  and  drums  beat  the  alarm. 
viftly,  as  a  rocket  shoots  into  the  sky  and  suddenly  divides  iiico  mani- 
Id  parts,  a  column  bristling  with  fiery  determination  issued  from  the 
orks  into  the  open  field,  commanded  by  the  invincible  Morgan,  and 
ightly  curving  in  its  swift  approach  opened  to  the  right  and  the  left  in 
le  fierce  assault  upon  Frazer's  forces,  sliouting  and  blazing  with  deadly 
m ;  at  the  same  instant  General  Enoch  Poor,  with  his  New  Hampshire 
len,  and  General  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,^  with  three  thousand  New- 
brkers,  faced,  unmoved,  the  cannon  and  grape-shot  with  which  they 
ere  greeted,  as,  emerging  from  the  woods,  they  fell  furiously  upon  the 
iritish  left.    The  dash  and  the  courage  of  the  Americans  amazed  and 
ppalled   the  haughty  Britons  ;  they  seemed  to  multiply  into  count- 
»8  nambers,  pouring  a  deadly  fire  upon  each  flank,  then  closed,  and, 
rappling  hand  to  hand,  the  mad  mass  swayed  to  and  fro  for  half  an 
our,  more  than  once,  five  times  taking  and  retaking  a  single  gun.     The 
ight  wing  of  the  British  staggered  and  recoiled  under  the  blow  of  Vir- 
jnia,  as  Colonel   Henry  Dearborn,   with  a  body  of  New-Englanders, 
leacended  impetuously  from  superior  ground,  and  with  flaming  muskets 
«t>ke  the  English  line,  which  wildly  fled ;  they  rallied  and  reformed, 
rhen  the  whole  American  force  dashed  against  their  center  held  by  the 
rermans ;  Frazer,  the  inspiring  genius  of  the  day,  huiTiod  to  form  a  sec- 
id  line  in  the  rear  to  cover  a  retreat,  but  received  his  death- wound. 
^ith  his  fall  the  British  heart  was  stunned.     The  Americans  saw  theii 
vantage,  and  pressed  forward  jubilant  with  certain  victor}'.     Burgoyne's 
%t  aid.  Sir  Francis  Clarke,  sent  to  the  rescue  of  the  artillery,  was  mor- 
ly  wounded  before  he  could  deliver  his  message ;  thus  eight  British 
18  were  captured.     The  grenadiers  retreated,  leaving  Major  Ackland 
eding  upon  the  field. 

t  was  but  fifty  minutes  since  the  action  began.     The  British,  dis- 

red  and  bewildered,  had  scarcely  regained  their  works,  when  Benedict 

oM,  stinging  under  the  smart  of  the  refusal  of  Gates  to  give  him  a 

OMUid,  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  outriding  Major  John  Armstrong,  who 

■ent  to  recall  him,  and  without  authority,  save  that  of  his  own  mad 

whirled  from  end  to  end  of  the  American  line,  vociferating  ordei-s 

■"■1  Abrfthftm  Ten  Broeck  married  Elizabeth,  iiaughter  of  CJeneral  Stephen  Van  Kenn- 

tfc«fcurth  Patrron  in  tlie  direct  line  from  Kiliaen  (see  Vol.  I.  61,  62),  and  his  wife 

•^  the  tccompliahed  daughter  of  Philip  Livingston,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 

«•    General  Ten  Broeck  was  the  son  of  Dirck  Ten  Broeck,  niany  years  recorder,  and 

or  of  Albtny.     He  was  bom  in  1734  ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  Assembly 

to  1775^  also  of  the  Revolutionary  congress,  and  of  tin*  convention  which  organized 

fwwnent  ;  he  was  aftenfvards  state  senator,  mayor  <»f  Albany  frr>7>  1779  to  1783^ 

'*'*  pon'tions  of  trust 
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which  were  obeyed  as  if  by  a  charm,  hurled  the  whole  force  against  the 
strongest  part  of  the  British  redoubt,  continuing  the  assault  for  a  full 
hour  without  success ;  then  flinging  himself  to  the  extreme  right,  swept 
the  Massachusetts  brigade  with  him  and  streaming  over  the  breastworks 
overpowered  the  Grermans,  killed  Breymann,  their  colonel,  and  held  the 
point  which  commanded  the  entire  British  position,  the  next  instant 
falling  badly  wounded  as  his  horse  was  killed  beneath  hinL     Ordering 
Matthew  Clarkson  at  the  most  critical  moment  to  bring  up  some  r^- 
ments  under  Learned,  the  youthful  aid  had  asked, "  Where  shall  I  find 
you,  sir  ? "    "  Where  you  hear  the  hottest  firing,"  was  the  quick  response. 
Burgoyne  exposed  himself  fearlessly ;  a  musket-ball  passed  through  his 
hat,  and  another  tore  his  waistcoat     Night  at  last  drew  its  curtain  over 
the  scene  and  the  combatants  rested. 

In  a  little  house  on  the  river-bank  the  Baroness  Riedesel  and  Lady 
Harriet  Ackland  spent  the  day  in  agonizing  fear.    A  dinner  awaited  tlie 
four  accomplished  generals  who  went  out  in  the  morning  expecting  to 
return  to  the  banquet  at  four.     As  the  hour  approached,  the  gallant  and 
beloved  Frazer  was  borne  in  dving  instead.     The  table  was  removed  and 
a  bed  improvised,  in  its  place.     The  baroness  put  her  three  young  chil- 
dren to  bed  that  they  might  not  disturb  the  sufferer ;  wounded  men  were 
constantly  being  brought  in ;  they  were  laid  in  the  entries  and  in  all 
available  parts  of  the  house.     Lady  Ackland  was  in  extreme  distress  con- 
ceming  the  fate  of  her  husband,  who  was  within  the  American  lines.    At 
ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  BurgojTie  ordered  a  retreat,  but  he  had  only 
vrausferred  his  camp  to  the  heights  above  the  hospital  at  daylight  next 
luorning.     All  day  the  two  armies  exchanged  a  sharp  fire  without  any 
positive  action.     General  Lincoln  was  severely  wounded  while  riding  by 
t^»v>  side  of  Gates  reconnoitering  the  British  position.     That  evening,  in  a 
cold  autumn  rain,  Frazer,  who  had  been  the  life  and  soul  of  the  invail- 
ing  army,  was  solemnly  buried ;  immediately  after  which  touching  service 
Burgoyne   stole   away   in   the   stormy   darkness,   leaving  his  sick  and 
wounded  to  the  mercy  of  the  Americans.     His  few  days'  provisions  were 
confided  to  boats  on  the  Hudson,  but  the  difficulty  of  guarding  them 
was  very  great     His  guns  were  dragged  along  the  muddy  roads.    Ti>- 
wards  daylight  the  no  longer  boastful  Britons  halted  for  rest     It  rained 
all  day  on  the  9th ;  in  the  evening  the  main  portion  of  the  drenched  anny 
forded  Fish  Creek,  waist-deep,  and  bivouacked  on  the  opposite  bank  in  the 
open  air.     Burgoyne  remained  upon  the  south  side  with  a  strong  guard, 
and  passed  the  night  in  the  mansion  of  General  Schuyler.     Tlie  next  day 
he  burned  it,  with  all  its  valuable  bams,  mills  and  outbuildings— as 
elegant  villa  property.     Tlie  ladies  <»f  the  British  officers  suffered  cTenr 
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discomfort  during  this  humiliating  retieat  Lady  Harriet  Ackland,  in  the 
midst  of  the  driving  storm  of  the  9th,  obtained  permission  to  visit  tlie 
American  camp  and  ask  to  be  allowed  to  share  her  husband's  imprison- 
ment and  alleviate  his  sufferings.  She  set  out  at  dusk  in  an  open  boat, 
accompanied  by  her  waiting-maid,  her  husband's  valet,  and  a  chaplain, 
and  was  kindly  received  by  Gates. 

Burgoyne  found  himself  unable  to  retreat  to  Lake  George.  The 
Americans  had  blocked  the  way.  He  encamped  on  an  elevated  plateau 
northeast  of  the  village  of  Schuylerville ;  and  the  army  of  Gates  was  pres- 
ently encamped  all  around  him.  He  was  subjected  to  a  fire  on  flank  and 
rear  and  front.  His  outposts  were  perpetually  engaged.  The  soldiers 
dared  not  lay  down  their  arms  night  or  day.  The  whole  camp  became-  a 
scene  of  constant  fighting.  There  was  no  safety  for  baggage,  and  no  safe 
shelter  for  the  wounded  even  while  the  surgeon  was  binding  up  their 
wounds.  No  water  could  be  obtained,  although  close  to  Fish  Creek  and 
the  Hudson  River,  for  the  trees  were  filled  with  Morgan's  sharp-shooters. 
Provisions  were  nearly  exhausted,  wounded  officers  crawled  into  the 
celliii-s  of  houses;  eleven  cannon-balls  crashed  through  one  house  where 
Baroness  Eiedesel  was  ministering  to  sufferers  in  the  cellar.  Rifle-balls 
were  every  moment  j)erf orating  the  tents,  and  on  the  13th  a  cannon-ball 
swept  across  the  table  where  Burgoyne  and  his  generals  were  seated.  On 
the  14th  a  cessation  of  hostilities  until  terms  of  capitulation  could  be 
arranged  was  proposed  by  Burgoyne.  His  aid,  Colonel  Kingston,  was 
received  at  the  crossing  of  the  creek  by  James  Wilkinson,  the  young 
adjntant-general  of  the  American  army,  and  conducted  blindfolded  into 
the  presence  of .  Gates.  An  unconditional  surrender  was  at  first  de- 
manded; but  on  the  16th  Gates  consented  to  more  generous  terms. 
In  the  night  intelligence  of  the  reduction  of  the  Hudson  River  forts  and 
Clinton's  northerly  advance  reached  Burgoyne,  and  he  wavered  for  a 
moment,  hoping  to  avoid  surrender.  But  it  was  too  late.  He  could 
not  honorably  recall  his  word.  At  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
he  attached  his  signature  to  the  convention.^  Two  hours  later 
his  troops  marched  out  of  their  lines  and  deposited  their  arms  on 
the  river-bank,  the  brave  veterans  so  overcome  with  sorrow  and  shame  that 
many  sobbed  like  children  as  they  grasped  for  the  last  time  weapons  they 
had  borne  with  honor,  some  kissing  their  guns  with  the  tenderness  of 
lovers,  others  stamping  upon  them  with  oaths  of  rage.     The  scene  was  be- 

^  Bnfgojue  had  earnestly  desired  that  the  treaty  shouhl  be  called  a  convention ^  and  not  a 
m^JAul^fiam.  This  matter  of  taste  was  conceded,  inasmuch  as  it  did  not  alter  the  facts,  or 
diyiiii  tbe  American  arms  of  one  leaf  of  the  laurels  they  had  won.     For  treaty  in  full,  see 
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held  by  no  American  eyes  except  those  of  the  two  young  aids  of  Gates, 
Morgan  Lewis  *  and  Wilkinson.  The  delicacy  of  the  arrangement  reflected 
the  greatest  credit  upon  the  Americans.  A  few  moments  later,  Buigoyne 
and  his  suite  rode  to  the  headquarters  of  Gates.  The  two  commanden 
exchanged  the  compliments  of  soldiers.  Burgoyne  glittered  in  scadet 
•and  gold  a  large,  well-formed,  handsome  man  with  courtly  mannen; 
Gates,  smaller  of  stature  and  without  the  airs  of  fine  breexling  or  preten- 
sion, was  clad  in  a  plain  blue  overcoat — and  Schuyler  stood  by  him  in 
citizen's  dress.  "  The  fortune  of  war  has  made  me  youi*  prisoner,"  said 
Burgoyne,  with  hat  in  hand,  as  he  took  the  extended  hand  of  Gates.  "  I 
shall  always  be  ready  to  testify  that  it  has  not  been  through  any  bolt  d 
your  Excellency,"  was  the  graceful  reply.  The  generals  entered  the  tenl 
of  Gates  and  dined  together  on  boards  laid  across  barrels.  During  the 
same  hour  the  Royal  troops  were  served  with  bread  by  the  Americans,  as 
they  were  destitute,  even  without  flour  to  make  it ;  they  had  not  mow 
than  one  day's  provision  of  any  kind  remaining.  The  generals  cour. 
teously  conversed ;  Burgoyne  spoke  very  flatteringly  of  the  Americans, 
praised  their  discipline  and  their  dress,  and  particularly  their  nurnben 
*•  Your  fund  of  men  is  inexhaustible ;  like  the  Hydra's  head,  when  cut  off 
seven  more  spring  up  in  its  stead,"  he  remarked.  At  the  close  of  the 
repast  Burgoyne  toasted  Washington  and  Gates  to&sted  the  King  of  Eng- 
land. Then,  as  the  captured  army  approached  on  their  march  to  Bostoa 
the  two  commanders  stepped  out  in  front  of  the  tent,  and  standing  together 
conspicuously  in  full  view  of  both  armies  —  the  conquerors  and  the  con- 
quered —  Burgoyne  drew  his  sword,  bowed,  and  presented  it  to  Gates, 
Gates,  bowing,  received  the  sword,  and  returned  it  to  Burgoyne. 

No  simple  ceremony  in  the  world's  history  was  ever  more  significant 
No  martial  event  from  the  battle  of  Marathon  to  that  of  Waterloo  — two 
thousand  years  —  exerted  a  greater  influence  upon  human  affairs  than  the 
conquest  of  Burgoyne.  Of  the  fifteen  battles  decisi\ne  of  lasting  results, 
during  more  than  twenty  centuries  of  human  progress,  the  conflict  of 
Saratoga  is  one.  Up  to  that  hour  the  Americans  were  esteemed  "  rebels" 
by  the  powei-s  of  the  earth.  Henceforward  they  were  patriots  attempting 
to  rescue  their  country  from  wrong  and  outrage.  The  agents  of  Congress 
were  no  longer  obliged  to  hold  intercourse  with  the  monarchs  of  Europe 
in  stealthy  ways.     They  met  with  open  congratulations.     A  new  power 

*  Morgan  Lewis  was  bom  in  1754,  hence  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  atthisepock; 
James  Wilkinson  was  twenty.  Morgan  Lewis  was  the  son  of  Francis  Lewis,  signer  of  4e 
Declaration  of  Independence  ;  he  had  been  a  student  of  law  in  the  office  of  John  Jty.  !■ 
June,  1775,  he  joined  the  army  in  Cambridge,  and  was  made  captain  of  a  rifle  coD(My* 
His  subsequent  career  will  be  noted  in  future  pages. 
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the  Bogarduses,  the  Hasbroucks,  the  Hardenbuighs,  the  Van  Burens,  the 
Kierstedts,  the  Van  Steenburghs,  the  Du  Boises,  the  Van  Deusens,  the 
Banckers,  and  the  Vanderlyns.    John  Vanderlyn,  the  painter,  was  then  an 
infant    A  boys'  boarding-school  flourished  under  Dominie  Doll,  in  which 
the  afterwards  distinguished  Edward  Livingston  (youngest  brother  of  the 
Chancellor),  then  thirteen  years  of  age,  was  a  pupiL     It  was  this  institu- 
tion to  which  he  referred  twenty  years  later,  when  he  said, "  I  learned 
some  lessons  besides  those  found  in  the  good  teacher's  curriculum.    At 
my  first  dinner,  potatoes  and  a  piece  of  pork  composed  the  whole  bill  of 
fare.    The  knife  and  fork  were  put  in  the  solitary  dish,  and  the  school- 
boy invited  to  partake.     *I  don't  like  pork,  we  never  eat  it  at  home,'  was 
my  reply.    *  Very  well,  my  little  man,'  said  my  host,  *  nobody  obliges  you 
to  eat.'    Consequently  a  potato  was  my  repast    The  second  day  brongbt 
no  variety.     On  the  third,  fastidiousness  succumbed  to  hunger,  and  I 
endured  the  pork  and  potato  diet  without  variation  through  the  tenn." 
Kingston  was  the  refuge  of  numerous  New  York  families  of  wealth  and 
position,  who  with  their  liveried  negro  slaves  and  stylish  equipages  had 
retired  from  the  city  before  the  British  entered  and  took  possession  of 
their  costly  homes.     Philip  Livingston,  the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  lived  in  a  spacious  house  near  the  Hudson,  which  was  abo 
the  present  home  of  his  daughter  Sarah,  and  her  husband.  Rev.  Dr.  Joho 
Henry  Livingston.     The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rodgers,  of  the  Brick  Church. 
New  York  City,  I'esiding  near  them,  was  aroused  in  the  middle  of  the 
night  of  the  15th  by  an  unlettered  Grerman  whom  he  scarcely  knew,  and 
warned  to  immediately  remove  the  household  goods  which  he  had  stored 
in  a  small  building  on  the  river-bank ;  he  did  so,  and  with  the  Livingstons 
escaped  to  Sharon,  Connecticut.     James  Beekman,  whose  fine  mansion  on 
the  East  River  was  proving  so  delightful  to  the  British  officers,  had  rented 
a  farm  near  Kingston,  and  with  his  clever  and  accomplished  wife  (Jtne 
Keteltas)  was  devoting  himself  to  the  education  of  his  children.    Some  of 
the  new  state  officials  were  attended  by  their  familiea     Mrs.  Jdin  JtJ 
had  recently  joined  her  husband.     The  stately  ceremonials,  together  wi4 
the  showy  costume  of  the  period  —  wigs,  ruffles,  velvet  coats,  white  «ft 
stockings,  and  shoe-buckles  of  the  gentlemen,  and  the  conit  haof,  li** 
caded  silks,  and  mountains  of  powdered  hair,  flowers,  and  feathen  of  th 
ladies  —  and  the  host  of  colored  retainers,  gave  to  the  seene  tihftcft* 
of  a  little  feudal  court     The  approach  of  the  enemy  wis  kaovftil' 
for  the  ffight  of  the  people,  some  of  whom  were  aUe  to  lenom  ft 
of  their  personal  property.    Vaughan  landed  at  Boodfittl^  i 
habitation  on  the  two-mile  route  to  Kingston  by  twQ  n 
the  next  three  hours  he  accomplished  the  tolal4ef 
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town,  burning  every  house  and  bam  and  buildii^  but  one,  including 
ve  thousand  barrels  of  flour  and  a  large  quantity  of  other  stores;  then 
ly  retreated,  fearing  speedy  vengeance.  He  presently  crossed  the 
son,  marched  in  various  directions,  burned  the  dwellings  of  all  well- 
m  Whigs,  and  committed  wanton  outrages  which  provoked  universal 
enmatioD,  even  among  those  who  were  attached  to  the  king's  cause. 

British  ofRcers,  a  wounded  captain  and  hia  surgeon,  were  being  bos- 
>ly  entertained  by  Mrs.  Judge  Robert  R  Livingston,  the  mother  of  the 
icellor  and  of  Edward  Livingston,  at  her  beautiful  home  at  Clermont, 
e  red  smoking  column,  bearing  the  torch  aloft,  neared  her  dwelling, 
they  gratefully  proposed  to  extend  the  protection  of  their  presence 
infiuence  to  save  her  property,  which  she  politely  declined  \  burying 
rt  of  her  furniture,  the  remainder  was  packed  upon  wagons ;   and 

her  large  family  and  retinue  of  servants  she  set  forth  on  a  weary 
ley  to  Salisbury,  Connecticut ;  at  the  moment  of  starting,  the  i^re 

favorite  servant,  a  fat  old  negro  woman,  perched  in  solemn  anxiety 
le  top  of  one  of  the  loads,  caused  a  burst  of  hearty  merriment.  Mrs. 
ogstOD  did  not  leave  one  moment  too  soon,  as  the  smoke  and  flames 
g  from  her  mansion  told  her  ere  she  was  two  miles  away.  The  news 
1  Saratoga  suddenly  checked  these  useless  atrocities,  and  Sir  Henry 
ton  called  in  his  troops  and  fell  back  to  New  York, 
ates  sent  Wilkinson  to  bear  the  victorious  tidings  of  Burgoyne's  snr- 
1^  to  Congress ;  while  on  the  route  he  stopped  at  the  quarters  of 
1  Stirling,  in  Beading,  where  in  a  free  conversation  he  repeated  part 
.letter  which  Gates  had  received  from  Couway,  a  boastful,  intriguing 
«r,  who  had  joined  the  army  at  Morristown  under  an  appoiut- 
it  from  Congresa  The  letter  contained  strictures  on  the  manage- 
it  of  the  army  under  Washington,  with  many  disparaging  comments, 
iing,  prompted  by  friendship,  communicated  the  matter  to  Washing- 
,  and  a  correspondence  followed  between  Washington,  Gates,  and 
iwty,  the  incidents  springing  from  which  revealed  an  underhanded 
qnncy  that  had  been  for  some  time  in  progress  to  secure  the  removal 
la  oommander-in-chief.  The  success  of  the  Northern  army  emboldened 
B^  and  Congress  for  a  time  was  seriously  influenced  in  favor  of  the 
>Mt&  But  public  sentiment  expressed  itself  in  a  manner  so  emphatic 
ttte  Kbeme  was  subsequently  abandoned.  As  the  winter  approached 
re  took  obsen-atifjiis  ol   Wa.'7liiii,i,'toii's  eiiwtig)]iiMent  at  Whit4?marsh, 

after,  as  Jones  quaintly  remarks,  "  viewing  the  front  of  the  Ameri- 

light,  marching  to  the  center  and  taking  another  view,  from  thence 
he  lefl  and  stealing  a  peep  there,"  be  decuied  tlu^  the  works  were 
!,  and  that  he  had  b 
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skirmishing,  in  which  a  few  were  killed  on  both  sides,  marched  back  to 
the  warm  December  fires  and  snug  quarters  of  Philadelphia.  Washing- 
ton soon  after  this  removed  his  weary  and  destitute  army  to  Valley  Forge; 
such  was  the  want  of  shoes  and  stockings  among  his  men,  that  it  is  said 
they  might  have  been  tracked  over  the  hard  frozen  ground  the  whole  dis- 
tance from  Whitemarsh  by  the  blood  of  their  feet.  Governor  Livingston 
appealed  eloquently  to  the  ladies  of  New  Jersey  to  contribute  from  their 
supeiHuous  woolen  habits  to  the  scanty  clothing  of  the  suflering  soldiers 
and  every  nerve  was  strained  to  prevent  an  absolute  famine  in  camp 
Within  twenty  miles  of  each  other  the  two  hostile  armies  thus  lay  quietly 
until  spring. 

Putnam  went  into  winter-quarters  in  the  Highlands.     While  he  wa? 
striving  with  his  accustomed  energy  to  provide  needful  shelter  and  foml 
for  his  forces,  Burgoyne's  army  was  destroying  every  latent  spark  of  sym- 
pathy with  Great  Britain,  which    had  in  Massachusetts   survived  the 
shock  of  horrors  that  distinguished  this  bloody  year,  through  their  con- 
duct along  the  route  to  and  in  Boston,  from  whence  they  were  to  embark 
for  England.     The  houseless  inhabitants  of  Kingston  were  at  the  same 
time  shivering  in  meagre  hovels  in  country  places ;  some  few  liad  found 
accommodations  in  Hurley,  four  miles  from  the  ruins  of  the  little  capital 
where  the  new  state  government   lighted  in  its  flight,  and   where  thf 
lx)arding-school  of  Dominie  Doll  continued  to  prosper.     In  all  directum^ 
witliiu  the  vicinity  of  New  York  the  British  forays  had  left  ashes,  desola- 
tion, and  anguish  along  their  track.     It  seemed  as  if  everjlhing  useful  l*' 
man  wiis  plundei-ed  or  consumed.     Meigs,  with  a  detachment  of  Parsons -^ 
brigatle,  descended  upon  a  band  of  freebooters  in  West  Chester,  capturini: 
fifty,  with  the  cattle  and  hoi-ses  they  had  stolea     But  it  remained  for  Tryou 
to  crown  the  cruelties  of  the  year,  by  sending  an  expedition,  under  Em- 
merick,  with  blazing  torches,  through  Tarrytown  and  neighborhood,  whicb 
executed  its  mission  with  a  degree  of  barbarity   seldom  equaled  in 
CLTilued  warfare.      Among  other  outrages,   Peter  and   Cornelius  ^^" 
Tiwelj  noted  Whigs,  were  dragged  from  their  dwellings  which  were  *< 
and  led  to  the  British  lines  with  halters  about  their  necks,  nakt^i 
id  barefoot,  although  the  night  was  intensely  cold  :  and  w«nnen 
children  were  mercilessly  abused   and   e.\pose<i.     Parsons 
*  €i  expoatulatiou  to  Tryon,  in  which  he  said  that  if  disprt«»i 
oonld  easily  bum  the  Philipse  or  the  I)e  Lancey  mm\'^^ 
id  from  doing  so  because  of  the  wanton  and  iinjustifo"* 
lucb  acta     Tryon  promptly  replied  that  with  more  a"* 
Id  bum  every  committee  man's  house  within  his  rvai" 
I  swiftly.     A  party  of  Americans  landed  from  a  wW«^ 
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boat  at  Bloomingdale  within  a  week,  surprised  and  captured  a  small 
tfuard  at  the  landing,  proceeded  to  the  beautiful  country-seat  of  Oliver  De 
Lancey,  and  destroyed  it,  with  everything  it  contained.  The  terrified 
ladies  made  their  escape  as  best  they  could  ;  Mra  De  Lancey  concealed 
beiself  in  a  stone  dog-kennel  under  the  stoop  until  the  party  liad  1%- 
cn»aed  the  Hudson ;  Miss  Charlotte  De  L^ucey  (afterwards  Lady  Duii- 
daa),  with  her  brother's  child  in  her  arms,  Miss  Floyd,  a  guest  of  the 
&mily  (afterwards  the  wife  of  John  Peter  De  Lancey  and  mother  of 
Bishop  De  lancey),  and  Mrs.  John  Harris  Cruger,  De  Laucey's  oldest 
daughter,  fled  into  the  woods  and  bushes  iu  the  darkness,  remaining  in 
the  open  air  all  night 

The  last  important  event  of  1777  was  the  selection  of  a  new  site  for  a 
fort  to  replace  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton  ;  Governor  George  Clinton 
with  Lieutenant-Governor  Van  Cortlandt,  John  Jay,  and  one  or  two  mem- 
bers of  the  New  York  Legislature,  made  observations  along  the  Hudson, 
and  afterwards  in  council  with  Washington,  determined  upon  West 
Point.  Early  in  January,  with  the  snow  two  feet  deep,  devoid  of  tents  or 
suitable  tools,  Parsons's  brigade,  under  Putuaiu's  direction,  threw  up  the 
first  embankment.  From  that  hour  until  to-day  no  foreign  jxtwer  has 
ever  been  able  to  pass  up  and  down  the  Hudson  River  without  doiug 
e  to  the  American  flt^. 


Th*  Widddl  Chiin. 
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CHAPTER   XXXV. 

1778,  1779. 

VARIED  EVENTS. 

Parliament.  —  The  French  Alllance.  —  Camp  at  Valley  Forge.  —  Baron  Smuni 

—  Gardiner's  Island.  —General  Howe  superseded  by  Sir  Hbnrt  Cunton.  — Tn 
Battle  of  the  Kegs.  —  Evacuation  of  Philadelphia  by  the  British.  —  Battle  of 
Monmouth.  —  General  Lee.  —  Arrival  of  the  French  Fleet. — Dbstructiov  or 
Wyoming.  —  New   York  City   under   the    British.  —  The  Prisons.  —  CmzEO. 

—  Colonel  Luddington. — Forays  in  all  Directions  from  New  York  Cm. - 
Dr.  John  Cochrane. — Winter-Quarters. — Washington  in  Philadelphu.— To 
Verplanck  Mansion.  —  Condition  of  the  City  of  New  York.  —  New  Hatex  at- 
tacked. —  Burning  of  Fairfield.  —  Burning  of  Norwalk.  —  StoiTming  or  Sroirr 
Point.  —  Paulus  Hook. — Sullivan's  Expedition  against  the  Induns.— Tn 
Southern  Army. — Newport. — Washington  at  Morbistown. 

THE  news  of  the  disaster  to  the  British  arms  at  Saratoga  fell  like  a 
thunder-stroke  upon  the  Court  of  England.  Lord  Petersham  was 
the  bearer  of  Burgoyne's  dispatch,  penned  in  the  Schuyler  Mansion  at 
Albany.  The  public  admired  the  grace  and  dignity  with  which  he  told 
his  melancholy  tale.  "  The  style  is  charming,"  said  a  minister  in  the 
Royal  presence.  "  He  had  better  have  beaten  the  rebels  and  misspelt 
every  word  in  the  recital,"  said  the  king. 

The  fourth  session  of  Parliament,  from  November,  1777,  to  June,  1778, 
was  a  continued  scene  of  controversy.  The  Opposition  was  growing 
every  day  more  powerful.  The  employment  of  savages  to  fight  the 
Americans  was  the  well-spring  of  a  blaze  of  eloquence  seldom  equaled 
in  the  history  of  the  English  language.  Its  condemnation  brought  Lord 
Chatham  to  his  feet  in  one  of  the  most  brilliant  speeches  of  his  life. 
Lord  North  threw  out  hints  in  debate  that  he  might  make  [some 
proposition  of  accommodation,  and  the  straw  was  seized  by  those  who 
were  eager  to  end  the  contest.  Lord  Chatham  motioned  that  the  door  of 
reconciliation  be  opened  by  a  treaty,  before  France,  who  was  helping  the 
Americans  in  an   underhanded  way,  should  take  a  bolder  stand;  but 
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lotaon  was  lost.  Franklin,  from  Paris,  wrote  to  David  Hartley  (in 
ler),  that  some  act  of  generosity  and  kindness  towards  the  American 
lers  might  soften  resentment  and  facilitate  negotiations.  And  the 
ithropic  Hartley,  acting  upon  the  hint,  started  a  charitable  sub- 
ion  for  that  end  to  which  large  sums  were  added  freely.  In  Decem- 
be  situation  being  well  known  to  Hartley,  he  addressed  Parliament, 
g  the  immediate  opening  of  a  treaty  with  the  Americans  while  they 
discontented  with  the  cool  and  dilatory  proceedings  of  the  Court  of 
«.  **  Do  it  before  you  sleep,"  he  said.  "  But  they  slept  and  did  it 
he  wrote  to  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Kingston  upon  Hull,  a 
Qonths  afterward.  No  steps  of  importance  were  taken  imtil  the 
part  of  February. 

that  time  France  had  thrown  off  her  veil,  and  all  Europe  was  ring- 
ith  the  news  of  England's  disappointment.  When  Lord  North  rose 
3  House  of  Commons  to  introduce  his  Conciliation  Bills,  admitting 
le  and  his  party  had  been  all  in  the  wrong  with  regard  to  America, 
(tonishment  of  the  crowd  of  members  and  peers  present,  says  Wal- 
was  totally  indescribable.  A  dull  oppressive  silence  for  some  time 
^ed  his  speech.  "Not  a  single  mark  of  approbation  was  heard 
any  man  or  description  of  men  within  the  walls  of  Parliament." 
es  Fox  finally  rose  and  ironically  complimented  Lord  North  on  his 
^  conversion,  and  congratulated  the  Opposition  on  having  obtained 
werful  an  ally,  then  with  cutting  emphasis  inquired  if  a  commer- 
reaty  with  France  had  not  been  signed  by  the  American  agents  in 
within  ten  days  ?  Lord  North  was  thunderstruck,  and  remained 
.  When  forced  up  by  the  clamor,  he  owned  that  he  had  heard 
a  rumor,  but  had  received  no  official  intelligence  to  that  effect 
Pftris,  during  the  greater  part  of  January,  Franklin,  portly  and 
ty-two,  had  been  weighing  and  chiseling  the  forty-four  articles  com- 
1  within  the  two  treaties — one  of  amity  and  commerce,  the  other 
dve  and  defensive  —  which  had  been  prepared  for  consideration, 
ir  Lee  was  in  a  tumult  of  impatience,  and  wished  Franklin  "  would 
I  more  haste."  Temple  Franklin  said  that  his  "  grandfather's  dining 
▼eiy  day  prevented  any  business  from  being  done."  Whereupon  Lee 
1  in  his  journal  that  it  *'  was  an  unpromising  state  of  things  when 
made  such  observations  on  the  conduct  of  their  grandfathers."  As 
r  pbnae  of  the  two  treaties  must  be  critically  scanned  and  agreed  upon 
nr  men  of  differing  opinions,  then  translated  accurately  into  English, 
tl  leorions  as  well  as  protracted  labor.  In  the  midst  of  it  letters  from 
Btdd  Franklin  that  his  daughter,  with  an  infant  four  months  old,  had 
Bdfrnn  Philadelphia  twenty  miles  into  the  country,  carrying  his  library 
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and  papers  with  her,  and  that  Andr^  and  other  British  officers  were  dom- 
iciled in  his  house,  playing  with  his  electrical  apparatus,  his  musical  glasses, 
his  harps  and  harpsichords.  Ealph  Izard  of  South  Carolina,  who  bad 
been  sent  by  Congress  to  the  Court  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 
resided  in  Paris,  and  was  every  day  in  counsel  with  Franklin  and  his 
associates.  The  wife  of  Ealph  Izard  was  Alice  De  Lancey,  daughter  of 
Peter  De  Lancey,  and  sister  of  Mrs.  John  Watts  of  New  York,  of  the 
powerful  family  at  that  moment  arrayed  upon  the  side  of  Great  Britain. 
On  the  evening  of  February  6  the  treaties,  having  been  perfected  ami 
approved,  were  duly  signed  and  sealed  by  M.  Gerard  for  France,  and  by 
Franklin,  Arthur  Lee,  and  Silas  Deane  for  America. 

On  the  13th  of  March  the  French  Minister  in  London,  Marquis  de 
Noailles,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  English  Secretary  of  State  a  note  an- 
nouncing the  significant  event,  couched  in  terms  almost  of  derision.  The 
very  next  day  Lord  North  offered  his  resignation  to  Greoige  IIL,  and 
advised  that  Lord  Chatham  be  appointed  Prime  Minister  in  his  stead. 
The  king  vehemently  refused  to  consent ;  but  when  advised  again  and  again 
that  Chatham  was  the  only  minister  who  might  reconcile  all  parties,  and 
that  if  Lord  North  retired  no  other  administration  on  the  same  basis 
could  be  formed,  and,  also,  that  in  the  estimation  of  Lord  Banington, 
Secretary  of  War,  the  nation  had  not  one  general  equal  to  the  emeigeoqr 
should  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  be  invaded  by  the  armies  of  Europe,  be 
found  that  his  aversion  must  yield  to  the  overwhelming  tide  of  cir- 
cumstances. 

On  the  20th   the   treaties  were   publicly  acknowledged  by  France, 
and  the  American  envoys  presented  to  the  king.     Franklin  wis 
dressed  in  a  suit  of  black  velvet,  with  snowy  ruffles  at  wrist  and 
bosom,  white  silk  stockings,  and  silver  buckles.     Nothing  more  elegant 
was  ever  worn  by  a  man  of  seventy-two  in  any  age  or  country.    Yet  it 
was  only  the  prevailing  costume  of  an  American  gentleman  of  that  date 
at  diiuion  and  fStes  at  home.     It  is  said  that  he  had  ordered  a  wig.  but 
fhe  peruke-maker  came  with  it  and  tried  it  upon  the  head  it  wis 
1  to  dkfigure,  it  would  not  fit.  The  man  manipulated  until  Frank- 
Bred  to  hint  that  perhaps  the  wig  was  too  small     **  0  no.  Mod- 
ipoarihle,**  he  replied.    Then  after  a  few  more  vain  efforts  k 
I,  duowing  it  down  angrily,  "  No,  Monsieur ;  it  is  not  the  wig 
smalL  it  is  your  head  that  is  too  lai^e."     Franklin  fio^5 
I  the  idea  of  obeying  arbitrary  edicts  of  any  character,  and 
H  without  a  court  dress;  and  all  Europe  applauded.    Aft^ 
f  presentation  to  the  king,  the  envoys  drove  to  the  nii^ 
9e  of  Yeigennes  to  partake  of  a  dinner  given  in  tbeir 
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honor,  the  guests  comprising  some  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  French 
nobility.  In  the  evening  they  were  presented  to  Marie  Antionette,  who 
was  charmingly  enthusiastic  over  the  new  relationsliip. 

The  next  day  Lord  Stormont  left  Paris  for  London.     He  found  Lord 

North  pressing  his  conciliatory  measures  in  the  hope  of  averting  war 

with  France,  but  determined  to  resign.    The  ministerial  party  were  in 

bad  humor,  said  they  had  been  deceived  and  betrayed,  and  talked  loudly 

about  the  disgraceful  capitulation  with  the  Americans.     The  Opposition 

doubted  the  acceptance  of  the  proposals  offered,  and  without  opposing 

made  their  support  as  disagreeable  as  possible ;  they  said  that  the  Minis- 

try,  having  failed  in  their  secret  desij^s,  and  being  baffled  and  beaten, 

were  trying  to  excuse  their  unexampled  barbarity  and  devastation  by 

pretences  that  were  unreal     Both  parties,  however,  in  reality  acquiesced. 

Meanwhile  Sir  Guy  Carleton  had  resented  the  course  pursued  when 

Borgoyne  was  given  the  command  of  the  Northern  Army,  and  had 

written  to  Lord  Germain  with  so  much  asperity  that  his  removal  from 

the  government  of  Canada  followed.     General  Howe  had  been  offended 

by  the  criticisms  of  his  superiors  and  the  lack  of  attention  to  his  call  for 

men  and  means,  and  requested  permission  to  relinquish  his  command 

in  America,  which   was   promptly  granted,  Sir  Henry   Clinton  being 

appointed  in  his  stead.    And  Lord  Howe  had  taken  umbrage  at  what  he 

esteemed  a  slight  from  his  sovereign,  and  retired  from  the  service.     In 

chooaing  commissioner^  to  the  American  Congress,  innumerable  objections 

to  the  gentlemen  proposed  were  advanced.     Lord  Carlisle  was  then  only 

known  to  the  public  as'  a  man  of  fashion  and  pleasure.     Against  his  ap- 

poiiitment  much  was  said  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament.    The  Duke  of 

Bicfamond  stated,  in  the  course  of  an  animated  debate,  that  one  of  the 

gotemois  in  America  made  objection  to  the  Congress  because  some  of 

tbem  sat  in  council  with  woolen  caps  on.     "  How  inadequate  must  such 

wx  embassy  be  (referring'  to  the  fashionable  lord)  to  men  in  woolen  night- 

aqpsl^he  cried.    Indeed,  the  Duke  of  Eichmond  was  bent  on  making 

peiee  upon  any  terms  which  would  secure  the  good-will  of  the  Americans 

•il  retain  them  as  allies.     Lord  Chatham  entered  the  House  of  Lords 

Apnl  7,  walking  with  feeble  steps,  and  leaning  with  one  arm  on  his  son 

Wflliani»  with  the  other  on  Lord  Mahon.     With  the  sad  scene  of  that 

Jiy  the  worid  is  familiar.    The  noble  statesman  yielded  up  his  life  while 

\      ■  fhe  very  act  of  performing  a  ser\'ice  for  America.     Had  he  survived 

[      tfsn  a  few  days  longer  he  would  probably  have  been  called  to  the  helm 

-rfpAlie  affairs  and  invited  to  solve  the  problem  which  he  had  himself 

IvopoondedL 

Hndly  Jess  doubtful  and  divided  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued 
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were  another  body  of  men,  assembled  in  a  little  Pennsylvania  town. 
The  distressing  condition  of  the  army  at  Valley  Forge,  the  growing 
depreciation  of  the  paper-money,  the  ruinous  loss  of  trade,  and  the 
augmented  burdens  of  the  war  were  variously  discussed.    A  large  party 
in  Congress  had  become  bitterly  opposed  to  Washington  through  the 
industrious  agencies  at  work  to  undermine  his  power.    The  dominant 
influence  of  Gkites,  and  the  feuds  and  factions  and  intrigues  of  jealous 
rivals,  darkly  clouded  the  whole  winter  sky  of  American  interests.    As 
Congress  always  sat  with  closed  doors,  the  public  knew  no  more  of  what 
passed  than  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  disclose.    But  Washington  was 
alive  to  the  situation,  and  insisted  upon  the  aid  and  counsel  of  a  com- 
mittee of  five  from  Congress  in  forming  a  new  system  for  the  army 
Hence  Beed,  Folsom,  Dana,  Charles  Carroll,  and  Grouvemeur  Morris  were 
sent  to  Valley  Forge  in  January,  and  remained  nearly  three  months  in 
camp.    "  The  mighty  Senate  of  America  is  not  what  you  have  known  it; 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  sick  even  unto  death,"  wrote  Morris  to  Jay. 
In  reply.  Jay  remarked:  "Tour  enemies  talk  much  of  your  Tory  cod- 
nections  in  Philadelphia.  Take  care.  Do  not  expose  yourself  to  calumny.** 
As  a  portion  of  the  &mily  of  Morris  were  loyalists,  his  mother^s  residence 
within  the  British  lines  during  the  whole  war,  and  numerous  relatives  on 
intimate  terms  with  the  enemy,  much  anxiety  was  engendered  on  his 
account 

Mrs.  Washington  arrived  at  Valley  Forge  in  February,  and  resided  at 
headquarters  until  spring.  A  log-cabin  vras  built  for  a  dining-room,  and 
numerous  comforts  were  added  to  the  rude  establishment  of  her  husband 
in  consequence  of  her  presence.  Lady  Stirling  and  her  daughter  Kitty, 
Mrs.  Knox,  and  several  other  ladies  also  joined  the  little  party,  and  two 
of  the  daughters  of  Governor  William  Livingston  spent  a  few  weeb  in 
camp  by  invitation  of  their  aunt,  Lady  Stirling. 

Baron  Steuben,  the  great  Prussian  disciplinarian,  arrived  at  bead- 
qoaitera  on  one  of  the  last  days  of  February.  He  was  forty-eight  yean 
of  age^  of  exceptional  dignity  and  princely  bearing,  was  richly  dressed  on 
an  oocasiona,  wearing  a  medal  of  gold  and  diamonds  designating  tbe 
Older  of  *"  Fidelity "  suspended  at  his  breast,  and  firom  having  been  an 
offioer  of  Frederick  the  Great,  Grand  Marshal  of  the  Court  of  the  FHnoe 
HbhenaoUera-Hechingen,  and  the  intimate  associate  of  potentates  and 

Akmen,  he  possessed  a  fascination  for  the  half-firozen,  discontented,  and 

■oai  revolting  army,  that  turned  for  a  time  the  whole  current  of  tbougiit 

duQgton.  advised  of  his  approach  firom  the  seat  of  Congress  at  York 

I  onk  with  his  staff  to  meet  him  on  the  road.    Steuben  was  acoom- 

I  Igr  an  imposing  suite  of  aids^  one  of  whom  was  Miyor  L*En&n^ 
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afterwards  famous  for  planuing  the  city  of  Washington.  Every  eye  was 
fixed  with  curious  interest  upon  the  brilliant  cavalcade  that  swept  through 
the  miserable  village  of  huts  where  the  half>clad  soldiers  were  congre- 
gated. And  a  stately  dinner-party  assembled  that  evening,  which,  with 
the  presence  of  the  ladies,  and  the  sparkle  of  the  jewels  of  the  new-comers, 
was  in  strange  contrast  with  the  roughness  of  the  log-cabin  where  the 
table  was  spread.  Steuben  had  left  Europe  in  the  autumn,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Count  St  (rermain,  who  desired  for  America  the  services  of  a 
thoroughly  experienced  military  scholar.  Washington  asked  the  baron  to 
organize  an  inspectorship,  and  erelong  the  whole  army  was  under  drill, 
and  a  select  military  school  in  practical  operation.  Officers  were  trained 
as  well  as  the  mea  The  baron  took  upon  himself  the  humblest  duty  of 
a  drill-seigeant  He  marched  with  the  men,  musket  in  hand,  to  show  the 
manual  exercise  he  desired  to  introduce.  He  rose  at  daybreak,  sipped  his 
coffee  and  smoked  his  pipe  while  a  servant  dressed  his  hair,  and  by  sun- 
rise was  in  the  saddle,  equipped  at  all  points,  and  rode  to  the  parade 
alone  if  his  suite  were  not  ready  to  attend  him.  He  adapted  his  tactics 
to  the  nature  of  the  army  and  country,  and  Washington  found  him  a 
most  intelligent  and  consummate  officer.  His  greatest  difficulty  was  his 
ignorance  of  the  English  language.  When  the  men  blundered  in  their 
exerdseSy  he  blundered  in  his  explanations ;  his  French  and  German  were 
of  no  avail ;  then  he  usually  lost  his  temper  and  swore  in  all  three 
langoages  at  once.  But  his  generous  impulses  and  his  personal  magnet- 
ism soon  made  him  a  favorite  with  the  men.  His  discipline  extended  to 
their  comforts ;  he  examined  the  doctor's  reports,  visited  the  sick,  saw  that 
thqr  were  well  lodged  and  attended,  and  inquired  into  their  treatment  by 
the  officers,  not  infrequently  sharing  his  last  dollar  with  those  who  were 
in  want  and  suffering. 

During  the  spring  months  Long  Island  was  in  great  tribulation.     That 

portion  of  the  inhabitants  who  consigned  themselves  to  British  protec- 

tkm  in  1776,  were  under  a  delusion  that  the  troops  raised  among  them- 

idvw,  commanded  by  Oliver  De  Lancey,  John  Harris  Cruger,  Gabriel 

liidlow,  and  other  loyalists,  were  for  their  own  specific  defense.     They 

kmed  to  their  sorrow  the  value  of  foreign  guardians,  who  were  con- 

•taUy  committing  depredations;   an  instance  where  Dr.  Tredwell,  a 

[       I^Idand  gentleman  of  fortune  and  position,  and  a  well-known  loyalist, 

^       lidmg  (me  of  his  own  valuable  horses  through  a  wood,  was  stopped  by  a  party 

X      rf  British  dragoons,  and  ordered  to  dismount  and  carry  his  saddle  home  on 

'i      «•  \m3k  while  they  took  his  horse,  was  but  one  of  the  multitude  of  similar 

^      ^^tagea    But  the  loyalists'  battalions  were  now  ordered  elsewhere,  the 

y^     "^  where  they  bad  been  stationed  were  demolished,  and  to  all  com- 
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plaints  the  answer  came  from  British  headquarters,  "  Raise  militia  and 
defend  yourselves."  The  energetic  patriots  speedily  communicated  te 
condition  of  affairs  to  the  forces  in  Connecticut,  and  whale-boats  were  at 
once  fitted  out,  manned  by  ftom  twenty  to  twenty-four  men  each,  for 
purposes  of  retaliation,  capturing  Tories,  and  destroying  the  resources 
of  the  British  in  New  York,  keeping  Long  Island  in  perpetual  alarm 
and  commotion  from  one  end  to  the  other.  These  whale-boats,  after 
crossing  the  Sound,  were  frequently  dragged  across  the  narrow  point  of 
the  island,  known  as  "  the  canoe  place,"  and  launched  into  the  South  Bay, 
where  they  effectually  broke  up  a  lucrative  trade  in  which  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  small  vessels  were  engaged  in  supplying  the  New  York 
markets,  through  bartering  merchandise  with  the  country  people  for 
hogs,  lambs,  calves,  poultry,  butter,  cheese,  shell-fish,  and  other  produce ; 
the  patriots  ventured  even  to  Rockaway  (within  fifteen  miles  of  Kev 
York  City),  and  captured  or  destroyed  every  boat  in  their  way,  sending 
those  of  value  round  Montauk  Point  to  New  London.  The  coasters  on 
all  sides  of  the  island  shared  the  same  fate.  In  vain  the  loyalists  b^geil 
for  cutters  to  stop  the  mischief;  General  Howe  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  and  Lord  Howe  chose  to  keep  his  cutters  taking  prizes  at  sea,  along 
the  coasts  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesai^eake,  to  one  eighth  of  the  proceeds 
of  which  he  was  personally  entitled ;  therefore  the  reply  came  again  and 
again,  "You  have  a  militia,  defend  your  own  trade."  The  eastern 
extremity  of  I^ng  Island  was  as  a  rule  devoted  to  tlie  Americiin  cause. 
Neither  threats  nor  bribes  had  induced  its  inhabitants  to  resign  tlie  prin- 
ciples to  which  they  had  plighted  their  faith.  Abandoneii  to  the  mercy 
of  the  foe,  they  liad  borne  insults  and  robberies  with  patience.  The 
British  posts  at  Sagg  Harbor  and  Southampton  overawed  them,  but  in 
no  wise  weakened  their  patriotism  or  integrity.  Their  carts  and  teams 
were  impressed,  oxen  killed,  and  hay  and  grain  seized,  whenever  the 
wants  of  the  enemy  demanded.  Payment  was  sometimes  made,  but 
never  in  full,  nor  was  any  consideration  shown  by  the  inferior  oflSceis 
when  the  farmers  protested  against  parting  with  the  necessaries  wanted 
for  their  own  families.  The  beautiful  manor  of  Gardiner's  Island,  the 
first  founded  of  all  the  manors  of  New  York,  was  stripped  every  year  of 
its  produce,  and  some  of  its  finest  timber  cut  and  carried  away  by  the 
British.  One  of  its  trustees,  Colonel  Abraham  Gardiner,  was  arrested  at 
his  home  in  Easthampton  and  threatened  with  all  the  penalties  of  martial 
law  for  refusing,  when  ordered  by  Tryon,  to  call  out  the  militia  to  defend 
the  coasts  from  the  whale-boats  of  Connecticut.  His  unflinching  decision 
in  the  matter  finally  convinced  the  British  officers  of  the  folly  of  forcible 
measures,  and  they  liberated  him ;  nor  did  they  make  much  effort  after- 
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wards  to  snbdue  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  that  region,  whose  bitter  hatred 

they  had  so  thoroughly  invoked.     The  aon  of  Gardiner  was  even  then  an 

othcer  in  Washington's  army,  although  the  fact  was  not  known  to  the 

invaders.    The  manor-house  upon  Gardiner's  Island,  built  in  1774,  was  a 

favorite  resort  for  the^ritish  officers  when  on  hunting  or  holiday  expedi- 

Uona,  the  marks  left  where  they  pitched  quoits  in  the  dining-room  on 

niny  days  being  still  in  existence. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  Henry  Clinton  proceeded  to  Philadelphia,  and 

assumed  the  chief  command  of  the  British  army.    General  Howe  prepared 

to  Bail  for  England.     The  winter  had  been  without  incident  of  a  military 

character,   save    the    skirmishes    which   attended   every   foraging  party 

who  ventured 

miles  fitim  the 

The  inventor, 

nell,  contrived 

of     machines 

were  set  mlrift 

wareRiver,the 

to  work  inia- 

veaselaanehor- 

ilelpliia  ;   and 

little  conster- 

boys  went  out 

topick  up  the 

was  seen,  and 

it  into    their 

with  a  great 

ing  the  unfor- 
An  alarm  was 
spread  through 

tegs  came  in  sight,  and  the  wharves  and  shipping  were  manned ;  some 
of  the  ships  of  war  poured  whole  broadsides  into  the  Delaware,  "  as  if," 
lays  a  humorous  writer  of  the  day,  "the  kegs  were  filled  with  armed 
lefaels,  who  were  to  issue  forth  in  the  dead  of  night  as  the  Grecians  did 
rf  old  tnvi  their  wooden  horse  at  the  siege  of  Troy,  and  take  the  city 
V  ■uipnse."  The  affair  furnished  food  for  an  endless  amount  of  clever 
•■"Mm  and  healthful  laughter,  and  became  the  subject  of  Francis  Hop* 
Jnwi'8  femoua  satirical  ballad,  "  The  Battle  of  the  K^fs." 

"?M8  of  lord  North's  plans  for  conciliation  were  sent  on  a  swift  sailing 
***"  to  America,  immediately  upon  the  news  reaching  England  that  the 
«*"^  h<d  actually  been  concluded  at  Paria     The  Ministiy  thought  thus 
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to  forestall  effects.  Congress  unanimously  resolved,  upon  receiving  these 
drafts  about  the  middle  of  April,  that  no  conference  could  be  held  with 
any  commissioners  from  Great  Britain,  or  treaties  considered,  until  that 
power  had  withdrawn  its  armies  and  fleets,  and  acknowledged  the  in- 
dependence  of  the  United  States.  On  the  2d  of  May  a  mes- 
senger arrived  from  France  with  the  two  treaties,  which  on  the 
4th  were  ratified  by  Congress,  and  at  once  published  throughout  the 
country.  The  6th  was  observed  as  a  day  of  public  rejoicing  at 
^  Valley  Forge.  The  terms  of  the  treaties  were  read  by  the  chap- 
lains to  the  several  brigades,  solemn  prayers  were  offered,  and  eloquent 
discourses  delivered.  Then  followed  a  grand  review,  a  national  discharge 
of  thirteen  guns,  and  a  banquet ;  the  tables  were  arra'jged  in  a  sort  of  am- 
phitheater where  all  the  officers  of  the  army  could  be  seated.  Mra  Wash- 
ington graced  the  occasion  with  her  presence,  also  Lady  Stirling  and  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Knox,  Mrs.  Greene,  and  several  other  ladies.  The  Ftench 
gentlemen  of  rank  who  had  joined  the  army  were  especially  gratified 
with  the  demonstrations  of  delight  with  which  the  tidings  were  welcomed 
that  henceforward  the  flags  of  the  two  countries  would  go  together  into 
the  battle-fields  of  America. 
The  noise  of  jubilant  cannon  had  scarcely  died  away  at  Valley 
Forge,  when  Philadelphia  was  astir  with  revelry.  Howe  had 
^  *  been  absorbed  with  amusements  and  dissipation  while  discreditahly 
besieged  all  winter  by  the  army  he  affected  to  despise  —  less  than  half  as 
large  as  his  own.  His  gay  young  officers  had  also  been  killing  time  with 
private  theatricals  and  all  manner  of  loose  diversions.  Now  they  thought 
to  compliment  their  indulgent  commander  by  giving  a  magnificent  enter- 
tainment prior  to  his  departure  for  England,  which  should  also  be  a  grace- 
ful return  to  the  ladies  of  Philadelphia  for  their  civilities  and  courtesies 
during  the  season.  Major  Andr^  was  one  of  the  most  efficient  of  the 
twenty-two  chivalrous  young  Britons  who  projected  the  fete,  to  which 
was  given  the  Italian  name  Mischiama  —  medley  —  and  with  Oliver  De 
Lancey,  Jr.,  of  New  York,  painted  the  chief  of  the  decorations.  It  was  a 
tournament  on  a  grand  scale,  a  brilliant  mingling  of  regatta,  naval,  and 
military  procession,  knightly  evolutions  and  feats  of  arms,  fireworks,  and 
a  ball.  This  brilliant  farewell  was  doubly  dear  to  Greneral  Howe,  from 
the  fact  that  he  felt  wronged  by  the  Ministry.  But  it  called  more  atten- 
tion to  his  inefficiency  than  any  other  event  of  the  war.  Why  had  he 
given  his  officers  leisure  for  such  performances !  With  twenty-four  thou- 
sand of  the  best  troops  in  the  world,  why  had  he  not  attacked  the  Utile 
shivering,  half-fed  army  by  whom  he  was  imprisoned !  And  what  sort 
of  a  general  must  he  be  to  peaceably  allow  the  saucy  New  Jersey  Legis- 
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ttore,  vith  Governor  livingston  at  its  head,  to  hold  its  sessions  in 
'rentOD,  only   thirty   miles  away!    The  festival  waa  universally   pro- 
ounced  a  ridiculous  and  untimely  farce.     The  next  afternoon  it  was 
isGOveted  that  I^fayette,  with  twenty-five  hundred  men,  had  taken  post 
D  Barren  Hill  —  about  half-way  from  Valley  Forge  —  as  if  to  watch  the 
lovementa  in  and  about  Philadelphia.     At  ten  in  the  evening  Howe 
;Dt  Gnnt  with  above  five  thousand  troops  by  a  circuitous  route,  to  gain 
16  rear  of  I^iayette ;  going  out  eariy  the  following  morning  him- 
ilf,  attended  by  Clinton  and  Knyphausen,  with  nearly  six  thou- 
ind  men,  b>  meet  the  Americans  after  their  expected  rout     But  there 
'ere  no  routed  Americans  to  meet.     Lafayette,  discovering  the  danger, 
new  oat  small  parties  into  the  woods  to  sbow  themselves  as  the  heads 
r  attacking  columns,  thus  bringing  Grant  to  a  halt  to  prepare  for  action, 
'hile  he  crossed  with  his  main  force  the  ford  of  the  SchuylkilL     Way- 
inn  and  crestfJEilleu,  Howe  returned  to  Philadelphia.    On  the 
lUi   he  resigned  the  command  to  Clinton,  and  embarked  for 
oma 

A  few  days  later,  orders  from  the  Ministry,  prepared  in  consequence  of 
IS  impending  war  with  France,  reached  Clinton  to  evacuate  the  hard- 
*0D  dty  of  Philadelphia,  and  concentrate  his  forces  at  New  York.  While 
lilituy  qnaitcn  were  in  the  stir  and  bustle  of  preparation,  and  heavy 
man  and  liay  and  hones  were  being  shipped,  the  commissioneie  under 
le  Conciliatory  Bills,  empowered  to  negotiate  for  the  restoration  of 
eace,  landed,  after  a  voyage  of  stz  weeks.  Their  secretary  was  Adam 
'eigusoD,  the  celebrated  Scotch  philosopher  and  historian.  They  were 
iiipriaed  and  indignant  to  find  theit  plan  of  operations  so  completely  dis- 
Dncerted  by  the  lords  of  England  Tbt^  nid  they  should  never  have 
ndertsken   the  mission  had  the]  irn  of  the  orders  for  evacuation. 

Aid  Carlisle  wttAe,  "  Three  thoui  the  miBersble  inhabitants  have 

i&l»d:ed  on  board  our  ghipa,  noi  '  to  xenuin  in  the  city,  as  they 

iMaistiiiJiBaiftmriii"Tr" "  **'™-" 

4m  nwMengeis  of  peace. 

Ubyette,  because  of 

iblio  letter  of  the  com- 

l  lAid  Carlisle  to  meet 

r  — ^  cumbered  with 

t  the  sidewalks. 
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Meanwhile  Clinton  and  his  army  crossed  the  river  and  commenced  a 
slow,  tiresome  journey  through  New  Jersey  by  land.     The  wagons  laden 
with  stores  and  provisions  were  so  numerous  that  they  alone  formed  a 
line  twelve  miles  long.     The  bridges  were  all  gone,  wells  filled  up,  and 
every  conceivable  obstruction  thrown  in  the  way  of  their  progresa    The 
weather  was  excessively  hot  for  June.     Small  bodies  of  Americans  har- 
assed the  column  perpetually  in  the  rear.     Washington  placed  AnioU 
in  command  of  Philadelphia,  and  followed  the  British.     The  traitoroos 
Lee  had  been  exchanged,  and  reinstated  in  the  army,  and  when  Washing- 
ton summoned  a  council  of  war  to  discuss  the  policy  of  an  attack  upon 
Clinton,  he  not  only  opposed  the  measure  with  spirit,  but  influenced 
the  majority  of  the  officers  to  do  the  same.     Washington,  however,  was 
determined  to  execute  his  purpose,  and  intrusted  a  fit  command  for  the 
oldest  major-general  to  Lafayette,  who  marched  towards  the  enemy  with 
the  utmost  alacrity.     The  following  day  Lee  was  ordered  forward  with 
two  brigades,  to  command  the  whole  advance  party.     Just  after  midday 
on  the  27th,  Washington  summoned  his  officers   to  headquarters  and 
directed  them  to  engage  the  enemy  on  the  next  morning,  and  ordered 
Lee  to  concert  with  his  officers  the  mode  of  attack     But  when  Lafayette, 
Wayne,  and  Maxwell  came  to  Lee  at  the  hour  named,  he  refused 
to  form  any  plan.     The  next  morning  he  moved  languidly,  and 
his   conduct   was   such  tliat  the  suspicions  of  Lafayette  were  aroused, 
who  sent  a  message  to  Waslnngton  that  his  presence  was  needed  on  the 
field.     Twice  were  similar  messages  sent  by  John  Laurens,  son  of  the 
statesman.     The  officers  were  constantly  receiving  orders  and  counter- 
orders  from  Lee ;  Wayne  was  on  the  point  of  engaging  the  enemy  in 
earnest,  when  Lee  enjoined  him  only  to  make  a  feint.     There  was  march- 
ing and  counter-marching,  crossing  and  recrossing  a  bridge,  and  a  halt  for 
fen  hour.     Thus  Clinton  was  given  ample  time  for  preparation  ;  finally  he 
sent  out  a  division  to  attack  the  Americans,  who  retreated.     Washington 
was  coming  up  with  the  main  body  to  support  the  advance  as  he  had 
promised,  when  he  encountered  the  fugitives.     He  asked  an  officer  the 
meaning  of  it  all,  who  smiled  significantly,  saying  he  had  retreated  ,by 
order ;  another  officer  exclaimed  with  an  oath  that  they  were  flying  from 
a  shadow.     A  suspicion  flashed  across  Washington's  mind  of  the  treachery 
of  Lee,  and  he  galloped  furiously  forward,  exclaiming  in  a  voice  of  anger  as 
he  met  the  latter, "  What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this,  sir  ? "     Lee  stammered. 
at  first  confused,  and  then  in  an  insolent  tone  said,  "  You  know  the  attack 
was  contrary  to  my  advice  and  opinion."     Washington  sharply  replied, 
'*  You  should  not  have  undertaken  the  command  unless  you  intended  to 
carry  it  through."     But  there  was  no  time  for  worda.     The  British  were 
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ig  down  the  narrow  road,  and  would  be  \x\yon  them  in  fifteen  minutes. 
lington  swiftly  formed  his  reti-eating  regiments  iuto  a  barricade,  and 
ed  other  troops  upon  higher  gix>und.  I-.ee  was  ordered  to  the  rear, 
r'hile  sitting  idly  upon  his  horse,  explaining  to  by-standers  that  the 
c  was  madness  and  could  not  possibly  be  successful,  Washing- 
iffectually  cheeked  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  after  a  pitched 
!  drove  them  back  to  the  ground  which  Lee  had  occupied  at  first. 
ght  two  brigades  hung  on  the  British  right,  a  third  on  their  left ; 
the  rest  of  Washington's  forces  planted  their  standards  on  the  field 
;tle,  and  lay  on  their  arms  to  i-enew  tlie  contest  at  daybreak.  Wash- 
1  himself,  wrapped  in  his  cloak,  reclined  at  the  foot  of  a  tree.  When 
doming  dawned  the  British  had  departed.  Clinton  had  not  even 
his  weary  troops  opportunity  for  a  nap,  but  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
ng  had  marched  after  the  division  with  the  Uiggjige-train,  abandon- 
le  severely  wounded  and  leaving  his  dead  unburied.  The  loss  of  the 
ih  was  more  than  four  hundred;  and  during  their  march  through 
Jersey  above  eight  hundred  deserted  their  standard.  Tlie  American 
D  the  battle,  which  took  its  name  from  the  adjacent  village  of  Mon- 
h,  was  in  killeil  and  wounded  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 
3ourt-martial  found  Lee  guilty  of  disobedience,  misbehavior  before 
demy/  and  disrespect  to  the  connnander-in-cliief,  and  su-spended  him 
command  for  twelve  months.  Congress  confirmed  the  sentence,  and 
rSO,  provoked  by  an  impertinent  letter,  dismissed  him  from  the 
».  His  chief  consolation  in  his  disgrace  was  the  most  virulent 
g  against  Washington. 

ben  Clinton  reached  New  York,  his  army  went  into  quarters  ui>on 
lattan,  Staten,  and  Long  Islands.  Washington  encamped  his  forces 
ew  Brunswick,  Elizabeth,  Newark,  Hackensack,  and  White  Plains. 
Q  Burr  and  other  energetic  young  oflicei's  were  sent  on  reconnoiter- 
zpeditions  to  Bei-gen,  Holx)ken,  and  various  points  of  oljser\'ati(m,  to 
n  information  conceniing  the  intentions  of  the  enemy.  The  French 
commanded  by  Count  1  )'Rstaing  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dela- 
cm  the  8th  of  July.  A  less  rougli  voyage,  and  it  might  have  inter- 
jd  Lonl  Howe's  squadron.  Having  dispatched  a  frigate  with  the 
trious  M.  Gerard,  the  firet  French  Minister,  and  Silas  Deane,  to 
adelphia  (Congress  having  retiffned  to  tliat  city  on  the  2d  of  July) 
fleet  followed  Lord  Howe  to  Sandv  Hook,  and  would  have  entered 
offered  battle  in  New  York  Bay  could  pilots  have  U»en  found  to  take 
ugest  ships  through  the  channel.  New  York  City  was  thrown  into 
most  violent  comm(»tion.  The  lovalists  had  the  mortification  of 
og  the  British  fleet  blockaded  and  insulted  in  their  own  harbor.     The 
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metropolis  was  indeed  surrounded  by  an  enemy.  Clinton  wrote  to 
Germain  that  he  should  probably  be  compelled  to  retire  to  Haliki 
Young  Laurens  was  sent  to  Count  D'Estaing  as  aid  and  interpreter.  A 
frank  and  cordial  correspondence  with  Washington  finally  induced  tlie 
Count  to  trim  his  sails  for  Newport;  and  Greene  and  Lafayette  were 
sent  to  join  Sullivan  in  command  of  Rhode  Island,  who  was  to  oo-opeiate 
in  an  attempt  to  recapture  that  stronghold  from  the  British.  Lord  Howe, 
whose  intended  successor,  Admiral  Byron,  had  not  yet  arrived,  sailed  in 
pursuit  of  the  French.  The  two  fleets  were  on  the  point  of  engaging 
when  separated,  wrecked,  and  scattered  by  a  violent  storm.  The  enter- 
prise against  Rhode  Island  proved  a  failure  in  all  respects,  and  the 
disappointment  led  to  bitter  jealousies  between  the  Americans  and  their 
allies. 

The  ceremonials  to  be  observed  at  the  reception  of  the  first  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States,  were  a  matter  of  no  little  study. 
Richard  Henry  Lee,  Samuel  Adams,  and  Gouverneur  Morris  comprised 
the  committee  who  drafted  the  form  of  presentation ;  this  was  discussed 
five  days  by  Congress.  It  was  necessary  that  the  details  should  be  in 
harmony  with  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  government,  therefore  do 
absolute  precedent  could  be  followed. 

On  the  memorable'  occasion  Richard  Henry  Lee  and  Samuel  Aduns, 
in  a  "  coach-and-six,"  waited  upon  the  Minister  at  his  house.  Presendr 
the  Minister  and  the  congressional  delegates  entered  the  coach  together, 
the  Minister's  chariot  following,  with  his  secretary.  The  carriages  having 
arrived  at  the  State  House,  the  Minister  was  conducted  to  his  chair  in  the 
congress  chamber,  the  President  and  Congress  sitting.  The  Minister 
being  seated,  he  gave  his  credentials  into  the  hands  of  his  secretary,  who 
advanced  and  delivered  them  to  the  President.  The  secretary  of  Con- 
gress read  and  translated  them,  after  which  Mr.  Lee  announced  the  Min- 
ister to  the  President  and  Congress  who  all  rose  together ;  the  Minister 
bowed  to  the  President  and  to  the  Congress,  they  each  bowed,  and 
all  seated  themselves  again.  In  a  moment  the  Minister  rose  and  made  i 
speech  to  Congress,  the  members  sitting ;  after  which  the  President  and 
the  Congress  rose,  and  the  President  pronounced  an  answer  to  the  speech, 
the  Minister  standing ;  this  being  ended,  all  were  once  more  seated  The 
President,  Congress,  and  the  Minister  then  again  rose  together,  the  Min- 
ister bowed  to  the  President,  who  returned  the  salute,  then  to  the  Con- 
gress, who  also  bowed  in  return,  and  withdrew,  attended  home  in  the 
same  manner  in  which  he  had  been  brought  to  the  house.  During  this 
august  scene  the  door  of  the  congress  chamber  was  thrown  open,  and 
about  two  hundred  gentlemen  of  distinction  were  permitted  to  witness 
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were  consumed.     The  following  day,  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy  thunder- 
storm, a  sloop  at  anchor  in  the  East  Kiver,  with  two  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  barrels  of  guni)owder  on  board,  was  struck  by  lightning,  and  the 
explosion  unroofed  a  number  of  houses,  and  demolished  windows  and 
furniture   in  every  direction.     Loid   Stirling  while  in  camp  at  White 
Plains  obtained  permission  for  his  wife  and  daughter  Kitty  to  visit  his 
eldest  daughter.  Airs.  Robert  Watts,  in  New  York  City,  where  they  spent 
the  month  of  August,  and  were  treated  with  the  utmost  civility  by  the 
British  officers.     They  found  Mrs.  Watts  prostrated  from  the  effects  of 
the  alarm  of  the  fire  and  the  explosion,  and  her  husband  "  heartily  sick  of 
British  tyranny."     They  spoke  in  their  letters  of  courtesies  received  from 
Walter  Rutherford,  whose  wife  was  Lord  Stirling's  sister ;   from  Andrew 
Elliot,  coUect^jr  of  the  port  under  the  Crown  ;  from  Lord  Drummond,  son 
of  the  Earl  of  Perth,  who  was  in  America  to  look  after  his  father's  interests 
as  proprietor  of  East  New  Jersey ;  from  Nicholas  Bayard,  whose  countiy- 
seat  was  on  the  eminence  above  Canal  Street ;  and  from  William  Smith, 
the  historian,  afterwards  thief  justice  of  Canada.     "  They  were  our  con- 
stant \'isitors,  and  desired  to  be  remembered  to  you,"  wrote  Lady  Stilling 
to  her  husband     Smith  had  been  an  influential  opponent  of  the  British 
measures   until  a  I'ecent  date,  an  intimate  friend  of  Stirling,  Govenor 
Livingston,  John  Morin  Scott,  John  Jay,  and  Gouvemeur  Morris.    The 
latter  had  Ijeen  a  student  of  law  in  his  office.     Suddenly  he  was  appre- 
hended, examined,  and  confined  a  state  prisoner  in  Livingston  Manor,  for 
having  sent  intelligence  to  tlie  enemy  (it  was  said) ;   and  finally,  with  his 
wife  and  family,  library,  liouseliold  effects,  servants,  chariot,  and  horses, 
was  banished  to  New  York  City.     On  the  same  sloop  with  Smith  weiv 
Major  Colden,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Governor  Colden,  and  Samuel  Bayanl. 
former  secretaiy  of  the  pnnince,  who  for  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  new  State  were  ord(4red  lieyond  the  British  lines. 

Walter  Rutherford  lived  in  the  tine  substantial  house  of  the  sketch, 
which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  Astor  House.  Tlie  adjoiniqg 
dwelling  was  the  home  of  William  Ax  tell,  who  prior  to  the  war  was  one 
of  the  governor  s  council,  and  whose  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Abnduun 
De  Peyster,  the  treasurer.  He  had  favored  the  American  cause  at  the 
start,  but  when  his  estate  came  into  the  power  of  the  conquerors  his  sen- 
timents changed,  and  he  became  a  loyalist  of  the  first  magnitude.  He 
had  an  elegant  mansion  in  Flatbush,  Long  Island,  and  when  commissioned 
as  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  loyalists  the  men  rai.se<l,  numbering  about 
thirty,  were  encamped  in  his  courtyard,  apparently  to  guard  his  premise* 
'  says  he  had  a  secretary,  an  aide-de-camp,  a  chaplain,  a  physidtf* 
^eon  in  full  pay.     And  to  him  was  confided  the  power  of  gnnt- 
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g  licenses  to  all  the  public-bouses  in  the  county,  and  passes  uvcr  tlie 
rooklyc  Ferry,  which  were  the  sources  of  a  large  revenue. 

Kew  York  City,  with  its  piles  of  ruins  and  its  poisonous  prisons,  was  no 

nger  the  gay  progressive  metropolis  of  former  years.     The  late  fire  had 

sea  less  extensive  that  that  of  1776,  but  the  wealthy  loyalists  were  gi-etit 

ifferers.    The  Cruger  family  lost 

K  houaea,   Geiiirdus  Uuyckink 

ven,  William  Bayard  si.v  houses 

1(1  'stores,  and  Peter  Mesier  and 

B  fomily  uot  less  than  fifteen   i 

lildings.     A  strange   village  of   ' 

Its  had  sprung  up  on  the  site  ^ 

the  fire  of  1776,  called  "Can- 
is  Town,"  which  was  tenanted 
'  banditti,  and  suldiei's  who  ob- 
ined  the  means  of  dissipation 
'  plunder,  or  starving  wretches  Hb™ of wiinr B«th.rford.  Heni*ofWiiii»nAirf*n. 
ho  tamed  highwaymen  in  despair ;  it  was,  in  short,  a  hideous  i>lagiie- 
oL  A  sense  of  insecurity  destroyed  all  comfort.  No  citizen  dared 
ilk  out  after  sunset  witliout  a  guard.  I'obberies  were  of  nightly  occur- 
Dce.  The  faith  pimied  to  the  arms  of  GrcatBritain  was  becoming  sadly 
aakened.  The  flight  of  Clinton  from  I'hihidelphia,  chased  across  the 
sneys  by  Washington,  the  presence  of  a  Krcncli  fleet  cruising  oft"  Sandy 
ook,  and  the  knowledge  that  the  city  was  Itolcaguei-ed  on  every  side  by 
e  American  army,  were  not  conducive  to  hapjiincss.  The  editors  of  the 
Hy  newspapers  exerted  themselves  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  anxious 
'  furnishing  exaggerated  accounts  of  "  rebel  misfortune "  and  miseiy. 
»y  eaid  Connecticut  was  in  chaotic  confusion  tdl  through  her  borders ; 
at  in  Maryland  fmly  forty  recruits  responded  to  the  call  of  Congress ; 
St  fevers  were  raging  in  I'hiladelpliia  and  the  people  were  longing  for 
\a^  George ;  that  the  whole  South  was  weary  of  the  war,  and  would 
K  at  the  first  landing  of  a  P>ritiKli  army  and  shake  off  the  usurping 
lanny  of  Congress^  that  the  inhabitants  were  starving  and  rebellious  in 
xton,  and  that  all  their  food  was  transported  fnmi  the  South  by  a  land- 
niage  of  seventeen  hundred  miles ;  in  short,  that  the  chief  supplies  of 
le  Eastern  States  were  wholly  rut  off,  trade  sunk,  gold  and  silver  gone. 
Its  piece  of  coin  to  be  seen  anywhere,  a  cartload  of  the  Continental 
nrraicy  not  worth  a  dollar,  and  the  "  rebel  army  such  a  miserable  set 
'  ngged  creatures  as  was  never  scraped  together  before."  There  were 
me  who  believed  these  statements,  but  the  majority  giinily  trembled. 
be  loyalists  and  refugees  formed  themselves  into  companies  to  aid  in 
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the  defense  of  the  city  should  it  be  besieged  as  expected,  and  commanded 
by  Major  David  Matthews,  paraded  iu  the  fields,  making  a  fine  ap- 
pearance. 

The  poverty-stricken  were  in  a  perishing  condition,  and  the  rich 
loyalists  and  many  of  the  British  officers  contributed  liberally  to  their 
needs.     Trade  had  ceased,  there  was  no  employment  for  laborers,  and 
provisions  and  fuel  were  scarce  and  extravagantly  high.     And  if  each 
was  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  at  laige,  what  must  the  prisoDen 
of  war  have  suffered !    They  were  confined  by  thousands.     In  the  Middk 
Dutch  and  other  churches  wounded  men  would  crawl  to  the  windom 
begging  aid,  and  a  sentinel,  pistol  in  hand,  would  turn  back  the  gifts  of 
the  charitable.     In  the  gloomy  old  sugar-houses  hundreds  were  chained, 
and  those  might  almost  as  well  have  been  who  were  allowed  to  walk 
about  within  their  narrow  confines.     The  coarsest  food  was  doled  ont  in 
scanty  measure,  and  the  men  devoured  it  like  hungry  wolves,  or  ceased 
to  eat  at  all.     From  ten  to  twenty  died  daily,  and  their  remains  were 
thrown  into  pits  without  a  single  rite  of  burial.     In  the  old  Provost^ 
where  officers  chiefly  were  incarcerated,  so  closely  were  they  packed 
that  when  their  bones  ached  at  night  from  lying  on  the  hard  planks,  and 
they  wished  to  turn,  it  was  done  by  the  word  of  command,  and  the  whob 
human  mass  turned  at  once.     In  Wallabout  Bay,  across  the  river,  the 
hulk  of  the  Jersey,  an  old  sixty-four  gun-ship,  unseaworthy,  ^ith  masts 
and  rigging  gone,  was  a  scene  of  human  suffering,  which  even  now  at  the 
end  of  a  century  cliills  the  hand  that  would  draw  a  pen  picture  however 
inadequate.     No  warmth  in  winter,  no  screen  from  the  scorching  summer 
sun,  no  physician,  no  clergyman,  soothed  or  consoled  the  dying  in  that 
center  of  contagious  disease,  which  was  never  cleansed,  and  constantlj 
replenished  with  new  victims.     It  is  estimated  that  eleven  thousand  of 
its  dead  were  buried  on  the  Brooklyn  shore.     Many  a  New  York  citizen 
tried  to  alleviate  the  horrors  of  the  prisons  and  prison-ships,  for  there 
were  several  of  the  latter,  but  military  law  prevailed ;  no  communication 
with  prisoners  was  allowed,  and  aid  conveyed  to  them  by  stealth  onlv 
doomed  the   benefactor  to  a  similar  fate.     Washington  was  constantly 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  exchange  prisoners ;  and  when  he  remonstratfid 
with  the  British  officers  as  to  the  emaciated  and  dying  condition  in  whicb 
his  brave  men  were  returned  to  him,  the  reply  came  that  they  were  lodged 
in  roomy  buildings  and  fed  the  same  as  the  British  soldiers. 

Many  of  the  citizens  who  remained  in  New  York  during  the  «ai. 
taking  no  active  part  in  the  unhappy  disputes,  had  hoped  to  pursue  their 
avocations  undisturbed,  or  to  protect  their  property  interests  by  their 
presence.    The  Stuy  vesants  were  of  the  latter  class.   Gerardus  Stuy^*ea»'* 
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esided  in  the  old  gubernatorial  homestead ;  his  two  sons  occupied  with 
beir  fieunilies  the  comparatively  new  mansions,  known  respectively  as 

Petersfield  "  and  "  The  Bowery  House."  ^  Frederick  Philipse,  third  lord 
f  Philipse  Manor,  was  living  in  the  city.  He  had  intended  in  the 
leginning  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality ;  but  having  no  faith  in  the  suc- 
668  of  the  American  arms,  and  in  constant  intercourse  with  the  husbands 
i  his  two  sisters.  Colonel  Beverly  Bobinson  and  Colonel  Roger  Morris, 
rho  had  joined  the  king's  forces,  he  was  soon  suspected  of  favoring  the 
memy,  and  compelled  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Congress  or  a 
inal  farewell  of  his  ancestral  home ;  thus  he  removed  to  New  York.  He 
ras  an  ardent  Churchman,  and  a  couitly  gentleman  of  scholarly  tastes. 
le  lived  in  a  style  of  great  magnificence.  His  wife,  an  imperious  woman 
f  fashion,  was  in  the  habit  of  appearing  upon  the  roads  of  Westchester, 
Irillfully  reining  four  splendid  jet  black  horses ;  she  was  killed  by  a  fall 
tmi  her  carriage  just  before  the  Revolution.  Philipse  mixed  very  little 
I  public  affairs,  disliked  politics,  and  opened  his  purse  generously  for  all 
baritable  purposes. 

Andrew  Hamersley,  for  whom  Hamersley  Street  was  named,  an  alder- 
lan  of  the  Dock  Ward,  and  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church,  was  a  rich 
nporting  merchant  who  unostentatiously  went  about  doing  good  while 
lie  city  was  in  gloom  and  despondency.^    The  Revolution  seriously  im- 

*  See  sketches,  Vol.  I.  21 7  ;  Map  of  Stuyvesant  Bowery,  Vol.  I.  188. 

*  Andrew  Hamersley  was  born  in  1 725.  His  father  was  William  Hamersley,  of  the  same 
•nmiftl  family  as  Sir  Hugh  Hamersley,  bom  in  England  in  1687  ;  he  was  an  officer  in  the 
kritish  Navy,  who  resigned  the  service  in  1716,  and  took  up  his  abode  in  New  York ;  he 
Manie  a  shipping  merchant  in  the  Mediterranean  trade,  and  was  a  vestryman  of  Trinity 
%iieh  from  1731  to  1752.  Of  his  three  sons,  Andrew  was  the  only  one  who  married  ;  his 
■ife  inherited  the  interests  of  one  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  New  Jersey,  which  has  be#n 
hnded  along  in  the  slow  process  of  division  to  the  Hamersley  family  of  the  present  day. 
indraw  Hamersley  had  three  sons :  1.  William,  who  was  the  first  professor  of  the  Institute 
if  Medicine  at  Columbia  College,  having  received  his  medical  degree  from  Dr.  Robertson,  the 
Urtorian,  at  Edinbui^h,  and  was  thirty  years  connected  with  the  New  York  hospitals ;  he 
■irried  Elizabeth  Van  Cortlandt  De  Peyster,  and  of  their  two  sons,  Andrew  was  a  distin- 
piiibtd  author,  and  William  wss  mayor  of  Hartford .  2.  Thomas,  a  gentleman  of  great  learn- 
■^  who  was  pronounced  by  Lorenzo  du  Ponte  the  best  Italian  scholar  in  America ;  he  married 
hlaui  Watkins,  daughter  of  Colonel  John  W.  Watkins  and  Judith,  fifth  daughter  of  Governor 
^^IQiam  Livingston  of  New  Jersey.  8.  Louis  Carr^  Hamersley,  who  married  in  Virginia ; 
lift  tons  are  A.  Gordon  Hamersley,  who  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Mason,  and 
oliB  William  Hamersley,  who  married  Catharine  Livingston,  daughter  of  Judge  James  and 
^vih  Helen  Hooker  of  Dutchess  County.  Mrs.  Hooker  was  the  daughter  of  John  Reade,  for 
^bMan  Reade  Hoeck  (Red  Hook)  was  named,  who  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Reade,  one  of  the 
••^WDor's  council  (see  Vol.  I.  756),  for  whom  Reade  Street  in  New  York  City  was  named  ; 
^inence  Reade,  the  father  of  Joseph  Reade,  was  born  and  married  in  England,  removing  to 
■•w  York  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century ;  he  was  descended  from  a  line  of 
'^■■■Hhy  British  noblemen  of  the  name,  who  for  centuries  were  a  power  in  themselves,  Sir 

VOL.  n.  14 
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pedred  his  fortune,  but  an  inherited  estate  in  the  West  Indies,  from  a 
maternal  uncle,  Louis  Carr^,  a  Huguenot,  subsequently  retrieved  the  dis- 
aster as  far  as  his  children  were  concerned.  He  was  one  of  those  wbo 
made  exceptional  exertions  to  alleviate  the  anguish  of  the  sick  and  dying 
prisoners;  and  he  inspired  universal  confidence  through  the  stiength, 
beauty,  and  synmietry  of  his  Christian  character.  His  wife  was  the 
grand-daughter  of  Thomas  Gordon,  son  of  Sir  George  Gordon.  Thomas 
Gordon  was  one  of  the  twenty-seven  original  Lords  Proprietors  of  East 
New  Jersey ;  he  came  to  live  in  this  country  in  1684,  and  was  made  one 
of  the  governor's  council,  and  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
Jersey.  Lord  Drumraond  while  in  New  York  was  a  guest  of  Andrew 
Hamersley,  and  pronounced  his  household  one  of  the  loveliest  within  the 
circle  of  his  knowledge. 

Military  rule  in  New  York  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  her  citizens. 
They  felt  aggrieved  because  the  courts  of  justice  were  closed,  and  be- 
lieved that  the  laws  of  the  land  ought  to  prevail  It  was  to  secure  the 
re-establishment  of  constitutional  civil  authority  that  the  petition  to  the 
Howes,  in  the  autumn  of  1776,  was  projected  by  Chief  Justice  Hone- 
manden.  Judge  Ludlow,  and  others,  and  signed  by  aearly  one  Uioiuaiid 
men  of  all  degrees  and  conditions  in  life,  and  of  all  denominatioDB  of 
Christians.  Lord  Howe  received  the  delegation  who  presented  it  with 
courtesy,  read  the  petition,  and  promised  to  consult  his  brother,  Sir 
William,  who  was  then  in  New  Jersey  with  the  army.  But  do 
answer  was  ever  vouchsafed  to  the  petitioners.^     It  was  perceived  thai 

William  Reade  and  Sir  Richard  Reade  being  his  more  immediate  ancestors.  The  iDotber  d 
Mrs.  Hooker  was  Catharine  Livingston,  great-granddaughter  of  the  first  Lord  of  LivingrtoB 
Manor,  and  granddaughter  of  Colonel  Henry  Beekman,  "the  great  patentee**  of  Dvtcbai 
County.  The  only  sister  of  Mrs.  Hooker's  mother  married  Commisssry-General  Hake,  o^ 
their  only  daughter  was  the  mother  of  Frederick  De  Peyster,  president  of  the  New  York  H>- 
torical  Society.  One  of  the  sisters  of  Mrs.  Hooker  married  NichoUs  William  Stnyvnut: 
another  sister  married  Philip  Kearney.  The  children  of  John  William  Hamersley  and  Citk- 
arine  Livingston  Hooker  are  :  1 .  Mary,  died  in  infancy ;  2.  James  Hooker ;  3.  Viigiit** 
married  Cortlandt  De  Peyster  Field  ;  4.  Helen  ;  5.  Catharine  L.,  married  John  Haoiy  li^* 
ingston,  great-grandson  of  Chancellor  Robert  R.  Livingston. 

1  Jtmes's  Hist.  N.  Y.  Vol.  II.  116,  117,  US,  438-  453.  "  No  single  incideot  ii  tk 
Revolution,"  writes  De  Lancey,  "  has  been  more  misunderstood,  and  none  more  miarepraati^L 
than  this  attempt  of  the  |)eople  of  New  York  to  obtain  the  re-establishment  of  constitiitioa*! 
civil  power  in  place  of  military  rule."  The  petition  was  the  first  step  that  oonM  be  takoi  a 
that  direction.  The  style  and  language  was  only  that  in  common  use  at  the  time  ia  fs^ 
documents,  and  no  evidence  in  itself  of  "  Slavish  Submission.**  Historical  writen  Ww 
through  the  entire  century  past  spoken  of  the  petition  as  a  "  complimentary  addraik*''^^ 
and  called  the  names  of  the  signers  the  "Black  List"  "These  misreprescntatiopfc*' <** 
tinues  De  Lancey,  "it  is  believed,  in  case  of  later  writers  especially,  have  been  ua^'j^ 
result  of  mistake  and  misapprehension  of  the  object  and  purport  of  the  petitKHL**  To  ^ 
document  is  attached  a  certificate  from  William  Waddell  and  James  DowneSi  who  fipfl** 
tended  the  signing,  that  the  signatures  were  all  affixed  Yolontarily. 
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Uie  Howes  designed  to  govern  by  the  law  military  wherever  the  conquests 
of  the  royal  army  extended,  which  many  of  the  most  intelligent  loyalists 
esteemed  a  violation  of  right  and  inconsistent  with  the  manifest  design 
of  the  Ministry.  Thus  the  whole  city,  incorporated  by  a  royal  charter, 
became  virtually  a  garrison  town ;  and  the  inhabitants  writhed  under  the 
arbitraiy  courts  erected  by  the  proclamation  of  a  military  commander. 

During  the  latter  part  of  September  Chief  Justice  Horsemanden  died 
at  his  residence  in  Flatbush,  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  and 
was  interred  in  Trinity  Churchyard.  At  this  time  numerous  New  York 
fitmilies  whose  names  have  become  familiar  to  the  reader  occupied 
oountry-seats  in  the  fair,  rich  town  of  Flatbush,  long  noted  for  its 
pleasant  homes ;  Mayor  David  Matthews,  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  Miles 
Sherbrooke,  David  Clarkson,  Mrs.  Van  Home,  Jacob  Suydam,  Major 
Moncreiff,  and  Theophylact  Bache  were  among  the  householders.  Captain 
Alexander  Graydon,  taken  prisoner  at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Washington, 
was  billeted  upon  the  Suydams ;  and  up  to  the  15th  of  June,  1778,  saw 
little  prospect  of  an  exchange.  That  night  William  Mariner,  one  of  the 
daring  spirits  of  the  day,  crossed  from  New  Jersey  with  eleven  men, 
landed  at  New  Utrecht,  made  a  dash  upon  Flatbush,  liberated  Graydon, 
and  carried  off  Major  Moncreiff  and  Mr.  Bache,  reaching  Middletown  at 
six  o'clock  the  next  morning.  The  prisoners  were  taken  to  Morristown, 
and  soon  after  exchanged ;  the  object  of  their  capture  having  been  to 
obtain  the  means  through,  which  to  procure  the  release  of  some  American 
officers  in  the  New  York  prisons. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  sent  out  several  exasperating  expeditions  from  New 
York  in  the  early  autumn,  which  served  to  widen  the  chasm  between 
England  and  America,  and  render  the  present  conciliatory  system  hope- 
less, whatever  might  have  been  its  chances  under  other  circumstances. 
One  party  crossed  into  New  Jersey  and  ravaged  the  country  ;  discovering 
that  a  body  of  Virginia  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baylor,  styled 
"Mis.  Washington's  Guards,"  were  sleeping  in  bams  at  Old  Tappan,  near 
Hackensack,  General  Gray,  of  marauding  renown  —  afterwards  Earl  Gray 
—  stealthily  surrounded  them  in  the  night,  and  with  the  bayonet  slaugh- 
tered them  indiscriminately,  without  regard  to  their  naked  and  defense- 
leas  condition  or  cries  for  mercy.  Three  days  afterward  Tarrytown  and 
the  country  as  far  as  Dobb's  Ferry  was  overrun  by  one  or  two  hundred 
Hessians,  who  plundered  and  destroyed  everything  within  their  reach, 
until  checked  by  detachments  of  Americans  under  Major  Henry  Lee  and 
Ck>lonel  Richard  Butler.  Little  Egg  Harbor,  on  the  eastern  coast  of  New 
Jersey,  was  visited  about  the  same  time  by  three  hundred  British  troops 
ind  a  Iwid  of  Tory  volunteers,  under  Captain  Furguson,  and  became  the 
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scene  of  a  massacre  similar  to  that  of  the  Viiginia  cavalry.  It  was  a 
night  attack,  and  fifty  of  the  American  infantry  were  butchered  on  the 
spot.  On  the  Long  Island  shore,  about  Buzzard  Bay,  at  Fairhaven,  and 
at  Martha's  Vineyard  American  vessels  were  taken  or  destroyed,  store- 
houses, dwellings,  and  churches  burned,  and  sheep,  oxen,  hogs,  and  hones 
carried  to  New  York. 

Washington's  headquarters  after  leaving  White  Plains  was  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, now  Kent,  New  York,  where  he  gave  special  attention  to  re- 
pairing the  roads  and  bridges  through  Connecticut  to  Boston,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  marching  of  troops.     He  was  frequently  at  the  house  of 
Colonel  Henry  Ludington,  a  large  commodious  mansion  a  few  miles 
north  of  Lake  Mahopac,  in  what  is  now  Kent,  Putnam  County,  then  the 
northern  border  of  the  "  neutral  ground."     Colonel  Ludington  was  in 
command  of  the  militia  of  the  region,  and,  through  his  resolute  vigihmoe, 
performed  services  of  the  utmost  moment  to  the  country.     His  troops 
were  in  constant  requisition  to  quell  the  turbulent  Tory  spirit,  repress  the 
vicious  lawlessness  of  the  "  Cowboys "  and  "  Skinners,"  intimidate  the 
foraging  gangs  from  New  York  City,  and  assist  in  active  operation  with 
the  Continental  army.     His  independence  of  character,  sterling  integrity, 
and  military  skill  inspired  confidence  upon  every  hand.     He  had  in  no- 
merous  instances  completely  thwarted  Howe's  designs,  and  a  laige  rewird 
was  offered  for  his  capture,  dead  or  alive.     His  house  was  surrounded  one 
night  by  a  band  of  Tories  from  Quaker  Hill,  while  on  their  route  to  join 
the  British  in  New  York,  and  but  for  the  presence  of  mind  and  spirit 
of  his  two  young  daughters,  Sibyl  and  Rebecca,  he  would  undoubtedlr 
have  been  taken.     These  fair  maidens  were  keeping  watch  as  sentinels, 
with  guns  in  their  hands  on  the  piazza.    They  discovered  the  approach  of 
the  foe  in  time  to  cause  candles  lighted  in  every  room,  and  the  few 
occupants  of  the  house  passed  and  repassed  the  windows  continnallj. 
The  ruse  led  the  assaulting  party  to  believe  the  house  was  strongly 
guarded,  and,  hiding  behind  the  trees  and  fences,  they  watched  until  day- 
break for  signs  of  repose.     Ere  it  was  light  enough  to  discover  by  whom 
they  had  been  held  in  check,  they  vented  their  disappointment  in  nn- 
esu*thly  yells  and  rapidly  fled. 

Washington  found  Colonel  Ludington  a  ready  and  efficient  counselor, 
and  together  they  planned  various  methods  for  learning  the  intentions  of 
the  British  in  New  York.*   Enoch  Crosby,  the  original  of  Cooper's  •*  Hirrer 

>  Colonel  Hemry  Ludington  wm  bom  in  1789,  at  Branford,  ConiMeticat  He  m  tkt 
third  son  of  WiUiam  Ludington,  who  was  descended  from  the  William  Ludington  whs  vs* 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  He  married  his  oonsin,  Ahigsfl  Li^ 
ington«  and  with  other  members  of  his  family  removed  to  what  is  now  Putnam  Cootf. 
If ew  York.    He  served  in  the  Fneaeh  war  with  much  credit  —  was  at  the  butie  of  Ub 
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BiTchy**  was  often  admitted  to  the  house  for  rest  and  concealment  on  his 
adventurous  travels ;  and  the  regiments  and  tenantry  of  Colonel  Luding- 
ton  furnished  other  successful  spies  who  procured  intelligence  of  great 
consequence  to  Washington.  The  British  array  was  found  to  be  gradu- 
ally dispersing  in  different  directions.  Admiral  Byron,  the  successor  of 
Lord  Howe,  came  and  refitted  the  fleet,  and  sailed  for  Boston  to  entrap, 
if  possible.  Count  D'Estaing.  An  expedition  was  sent  to  Georgia,  and 
another  to  the  West  Indies.  Therefore  nothing  important  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  New  York  would  probably  be  attempted. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  been  ordered  to  carry  the  war  into  the  Southern 
States.  The  Continental  troops  of  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  were  chiefly 
with  the  main  army  at  the  North,  and  it  was  deemed  a  propitious 
moment  for  obtaining  possession  of  their  sti-ongholds.  The  Ministry 
were  in  no  mood  to  discontinue  Iiostilities.  It  was  told  in  Parliament 
that  the  Conciliatory  Bills  had  been  treated  with  contempt  in  America, 
that  the  British  army  hatl  received  them  with  inexpressible  indignation, 
and  that  the  rebel  army  trod  them  under  their  feet,  or  caused  them  to  be 
burned  by  the  common  hangman.  Fox  declared  it  his  deliberate  opinion 
that  *'  the  dependency  of  America  was  no  longer  a  thing  in  be  dreamed 
of."  Burke  inveighed  bitterly  against  those  who  had  reduce<l  the  nation 
to  such  an  acme  of  humiliation.  David  Hartley  moved  an  address  to  the 
to  represent  that  recent  events  were  such  as  to  call  for  speedy  meas- 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  progress  of  the  war;  but  it  was  negatived. 
The  next  day  he  moved  another  addi-ess,  praying  the  king  not  to  pron)gue 
Pazliament  for  the  present  He  said  :  "  I  am  very  confident  that  the  day 
will  soon  come  when  the  house  will  regret  having  Ixien  so  touchy  upon 
eveiy  proposition  that  has  but  the  shiidow  of  American  independence. 
It  18  want  of  prudence  in  the  extreme  to  become  more  and  more  attached 

Gfloraa^  where  his  ancle  and  coudn  wen*  killed  by  bis  side.  He  was  one  of  tbe  foremost  in 
mmmtmtmntf  t]ie  caose  of  America  at  tbe  outbreak  of  bustilities,  and  received  bis  first  commission 
Heolanel  from  the  Provincial  Congress,  wbicb  commission  was  su|)erse<Ied  in  May,  1778,  by 
ooe  from  Governor  George  Clinton.  His  duties  wen*  multifarious,  never-ceasing,  and  attended 
with  great  danger.  His  own  bouse  was  bis  bead<piarters  tbrougbout  tbe  war.  He  filled 
Mmy  podtions  of  tnist,  public  and  private,  befon;  and  after  tbe  war.  He  served  in  tbe 
kgUatara  of  the  State,  was  deputy  sheriff  of  tbe  county,  for  a  long  time  justice  of  tbe  peace, 
and  tfarao^  the  whole  of  an  honored  life  was  one  of  tbe  most  public  spirited  men  in  that  part 
of  the  State.  He  died  in  1817.  He  left  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  His  youngest  son,  Lewis 
I— mad  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  in  1840,  and  afterwanis  founded  tbe  city  of  Columbus,  in 
flwlw— Mm  Coonty,  Wiflconsin  ;  he  died  at  Kenosha  in  1857,  ageil  seventy-two.  Among  tbe 
vifl-kaoiwii  gnuidchildren  of  Colonel  Henry  Ludington  are  Ex -Governor  Harrison  Ludington 
of  Wiaeonaiii,  NeUion  Ludington  of  Chicago,  .Tames  Ludington,  founder  of  the  city  of  Lud- 
i^ton  in  Michigan,  and  Cbarles  H.  Ludingtrm,  of  New  York  City  :  also  Major  Kdward  A. 
CgdcB  of  tlie  United  States  army  (who  diet!  at  Fort  Kiley,  Kansas,  in  185.''0,  son  of  Sib^'l 
I^sdington,  who  married  the  Hon.  lulward  Ugden, 
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to  impossibilities  in  pioportion  as  they  became  more  evidently  sncL 
The  Americans,  you  all  know,  are,  in  fact,  at  this  moment  independent 
If  you  regret  that  independence,  yon  have  your  ministers  alone  to  thank 
for  the  event     Your  force  is  now,  in  all  effect,  defeated  in  America.    One 
army  entire  is  taken  prisoners ;  what  remains  is  so  far  from  being  ade- 
quate for  conquest,  that  I  fear  it  will  find  great  difficulty  even  to  defend 
itselfl    The  Ministry  of  this  country  first  introduced  foreign  forces  into 
the  contest    The  Americans  have  now,  in  their  turn,  called  in  a  foreign 
power."    After  combating  for  some  time  with  the  aiguments  of  those  who 
still  insisted  upon  the  possibility  of  bringing  the  Americans  into  tlieir 
former  relations.  Hartley  submitted  certain  points  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Ministry  as  the  only  grounds  upon  which  a  n^otiation  could  at  [hw- 
ent  be  based :  "  That  the  United  States  be  declared  independent  of  Great 
Britain ;  that  the  two  countries  agree  mutually  not  to  enter  into  any 
treaty  offensive  to  each  other ;  that  an  open  and  free  trade  and  a  mutaal 
naturalization  be  established ;  and  that  commissioners  be  appointed  od 
each  part  to  negotiate  a  federal  alliance  between  Great  Britain  and  Noith 
America."    His  motion  was  seconded  by  Sir  George  Saville,  and  warmly 
supported  by  Burgoyne,  now  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  who  in  a  power- 
ful speech  denounced  the  false  policy  and  incapacity  of  Lord  Gemuuo. 
One  of  the  stanch  adherents  of  government  sprang  to  his  feet  and  denied 
all  the  premises  upon  which  Burgojme  had  based  his  remarks ;  and  con- 
tended that,  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  Buigoyne  had  no  right  to  speak,  much 
less  to  vote  in  that  house,  continuing  in  a  strain  of  offensive  personality 
until  called  to  order.     Fox  made  an  eloquent  address  in  support  of  the 
motion,  declaring  that  "  the  Ministry  were  as  incapable  of  making  peait 
as  of  carrying  on  the  war":  the  motion  was,  however,  ultimately  lost 
upon  a  di\ision  of  one  hundred  and  five  against  fifty-three.     The  refugees 
from  America,  embittered  by  the  advice  of  Congress  to  the  several  stat^ 
to  confiscate  their  property,  thronged  the  antechamber  of  the  Mini^ttr 
and  counseled  sanguinary  measures  to  punish  and  subdue.     The  king  l•^ 
lieved  the  colonies  would  soon  b^  for  pardon.     Clinton  was  not  thus 
deluded,  and  although  he  reluctantly  obeyed  the  peremptory  instructions 
received  for  the  conquest  of  Georgia,  and  the  service  of  the  West  Indies. 
he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  December,  "Do  not,  my  Lonl,kt 
anything  be  expected  of  one  circumstanced  as  I  am." 
Washington  established  for  the  winter  a  line  of  cantonments  anmiKi 

« 

New  York  from  Long  Island  Sound  in  the  vicinity  of  Danbury,  Connecti- 
cut, where  Putnam  was  in  command,  to  the  Delaware,  choosing  Middk- 
brook.  New  Jersey,  for  his  own  headquarters.  By  a  plan  of  alarm-sign*'* 
one  post  would  reinforce  another  in  case  of  an  incursion  of  the  enemy 
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to  any  particular  point ;  thus  comparative  security  was  afforded  to  the 
country.  General  Dncoln  was  sent  by  order  of  Congress  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  Southern  dejuirtment. 

I^fayette  had  been  ly-  _ 

ii£  dangerously  ill  with 
a  fever  for  uiany  weeks 
at  the  Verplanck  Man 
aioD  inFiahkill,  and  dur- 
ing his  convalescence 
in  November  was  pre- 
paring to  visit  Fiance 
on  leave  of  absence,  full 
of  a  grand  project  for 
the  nest  summer's  cam- 
paign, which  be  de- 
signed to  lay  before  the 
cabinet  at  Versailles. 
Hewaa  closely  attended 
by  Dr.  John  Cochrane,' 
of  Washin<^n's  staff, 
the  sui^eon-general  of 
thehoepital  of  the  army, 
wlwae  wife  was  Ger- 
tnide,  the  only  sister  of 
Qawrel  Philip  Schuy- 
ler, labyette  was  foud 
of  him,  appreciated  hi; 
edfed  him  "The  good  Doctor  Bones,"  from  a  song  with  the  somewhat 


Dr.  John  C^aotiraM. 


intelligence  and  force  of  character,  and  often 


'  Dr.  John  Cochnne  wubom  in  1730,  received  ■  careFul  education,  and  finisliei)  hui  medical 
rtadiM  brfoie  tbe  breaking  out  of  the  French  war  in  17GG.  Entering  the  army  aa  aurgeon'a 
■lli^  ke  left  the  aervice  at  the  close  of  that  war  with  the  character  of  a  akilirul  and  exprri- 
MMd  pnetttionM'.  In  177S  he  offered  his  terrices  aa  a  volunteer  in  the  hospital  department 
tf  tta  fliii>rir>n  annj,  and  being  personally  known  and  admired  bjr  WuhijiKton,  wfi  diottly 
ipfrfHtad  pfayiidan  and  ■urgeon-gmeiml  in  the  middle  department ;  in  October,  17S1,  Con- 
IpMi  appointsd  him  director-general  of  the  hospitals  of  the  United  States.  When  peaca  was 
■Mnd  be  tnnoved  his  family  to  New  York  City,  residing  at  EM  Broadway  ;  he  continued  on 
iHHi  <tf  eoidial  intimacy  with  Washington  as  long  as  he  lired,  and  with  the  general  officers 
rf  Aa  aiBJ.  He  had  two  sons,  Jsmes  Cochrane  and  Walter  L  Cochrane  ;  and  a  step^ugh- 
klt  Cbndla,  who  became  the  wife  of  Walter  Livingston,  the  eldest  son  of  Robert,  thinl  Lotd 
rfTlll^lliili  Hanor.  Walter  L  Cochrane  was  the  father  of  Geneial  John  Cochrane  of  New 
VHk  Qtj,  who  wat  giadnated  from  Hamilton  College  in  18S1,  was  torreyor  of  the  port  of 
BfW  Talk  ftan  ISfiS  to  1857,  member  of  Congress  from  IgfiS  to  1S6Z,  attorney-general  of  the 
IMi^  and  hripdier-genenl  of  volunteers  in  the  Ut«  war. 
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giTignUr  lefrain  of  **  Bones,"  which  he  would  aometimes  sing  to  enliYet 
the  tedinin  of  camp  life,  and  which  was  a  never-£Euling  source  of  amuse- 
ment to  both  Washington  and  LaSeiyetta  A  familiar  letter  from  La&j- 
ette  to  Dr.  Cochrane,  bearing  this  endeaiing  sobriquet^  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  The  respite  from  actail 
fighting  gave  the  officers  stationed  ^t  West  Point  and  vicinity  many  idk 
hoars,  which  they  improved  in  social  entertainmenta  Suppers,  followed 
by  music  and  dancing,  were  frequent  General  Muhlenbuig,  the  clerical 
Virginia  soldier,  on  one  occasion  entertained  forty  guests  at  a  banquet 
served  in  the  historical  dining-room  of  the  Beverley  Mansion,  opposite 
West  Point  This  house  had  been  turned  into  a  military  hospital,  and 
Dr.  James  Thatcher,  the  author,  was  quartered  there,  having  been  ap- 
pointed surgeon  to  the  first  Virginia  raiment,  commanded  by  Cdonel 
George  Gibson.  He  often  rode  to  Fishkill,  visiting  Dr.  Cochrane  and 
others.  On  one  occasion  he  paid  his  respects  to  Lafityette,  and  describes 
in  his  journal  the  politeness  and  affability  with  which  he  was  receiTed, 
remarking  also  upon  the  elegant  figure  of  the  young  nobleman,  the  "in- 
teresting face  of  perfect  symmetry,  and  fine,  animated,  hazel  eya"  Wash- 
ington vras  with  Lafayette  frequently  prior  to  his  departure  for  Boston, 
where  he  embarked  in  December  for  Franca 

The  dissensions  and  party  feuds  in  Congress,  together  with  the  startling 
financial  outlook,  distressed  Washington.  He  repaired  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  spent  much  of  the  winter  in  discussing  plans  for  1779.  The 
army  were  hutted  as  at  Valley  Forge,  suffering  for  food,  although  better 
clad  than  ever  before  through  importations  from  France.  But  officeis 
and  men  were  growing  impatient  with  their  privations  and  their  pay: 
while  it  took  one  hundred  dollars  in  paper  to  secure  three  dollars  in 
specie,  they  necessarily  were  laden  with  debts  and  their  families  were 
starving  at  home.  And  to  add  to  the  general  embarrassments  of  the  situa- 
tion, skillful  artificers  were  counterfeiting  the  American  biUs  in  London  by 
millions  and  circulating  them  in  this  country.  The  exchange  of  prisoners 
was  attended  with  an  endless  amount  of  negotiation  and  perplexity- 
Spain  just  now  was  apparently  using  Great  Britain  as  her  instrument  for 
bridling  the  ambition  and  repressing  the  growth  of  the  United  States; 
witli  a  true  instinct  she  saw  in  their  coming  influence  the  quickening  ex- 
ample which  was  to  break  down  the  barriers  of  her  own  colonial  system. 
And  clear-sighted  Americans  perceived  with  alarm  that  Congress  baJ 
1"^  too  many  of  its  strong  men,  that  the  body  was  becoming  enfeebW. 
\  its  chief  acts  were  only  recommendations  and  promises ;  that 
the  natuml  course  of  political  development  state  government^ 
jer  to  the  inhabitants  than  the  general  government;  that  tbt 
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pment  Congieas  actually  renounced  powers  of  compulsion,  and  by  choice 
devolved  the  chief  executive  acts  upon  the  separate  States ;  and  that  in 
point  of  bj^Xt  there  was  scarcely  a  symbol  of  national  unity  except  in 
the  highest  offices,  while  there  were  thirteen  distinct  sovereignties  and 
thirteen  armies.  "  If  the  great  whole  is  mismanaged/'  said  Washington, 
in  trying  to  rouse  the  country  to  a  sense  of  the  public  danger, "  it  will  an- 
swer no  good  purpose  to  keep  the  smaller  wheels  in  order."  New  York 
was  the  first  State  to  act  in  the  emergency,  and,  much  as  she  needed  her 
best  men  at  home,  increased  her  delegation  by  sending  John  Jay  into  the 
national  coimsels,  who  was  made  president  of  Congress,  Laurens  having 
retired  from  that  office  in  December. 

Upon  one  great  military  necessity  all  were  agreed.  The  Indians  of 
Western  New  York  must  be  severely  chastised;  otherwise  it  was  re- 
solved to  adhere  to  a  strictly  defensive  campaign  during  the  coming 
season.  The  movement  against  the  powerful  savage  confederacy  was  to 
be  something  more  than  a  raid  for  purposes  of  retaliation.  Nothing  less 
than  the  harshest  of  treatment  and  a  decided  victory,  would  prevent  the 
tomahawk  and  its  attending  horrors  from  traveling  eastward  with  the 
spring  sunshina  The  Six  Nations  had  exerted  great  influence  through 
more  than  two  centuries  of  warfare,  and  had  been  courted  by  both  Eng- 
land and  France,  as  the  reader  has  learned  in  former  pages  of  this  work. 
They  had  been  treated  with  all  the  consideration  ever  accorded  to  power- 
ful governments.  They  had  acquired  through  intercourse  with  the  whites 
many  of  the  comforts  of  civilized  life,  with  enlarged  ideas  of  the  advan- 
ti^gea  of  private  property.  Their  populous  villages  contained  castles  as 
weD  88  cabins;  the  grand  council-house  at  their  capital  was  built  of 
peeled  logs  two  stories  high,  with  gable  ends  painted  red.  Their  fertile 
fields  and  thrifty  orchards  teemed  with  com  and  fruit  In  the  beginning 
of  the  strife  they  had  engaged  to  be  neutral  But  they  could  not  resist  the 
seduction  of  British  presents ;  and  the  influence  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  of 
the  great  chieftain  Brandt,  and  of  the  Tories  and  desperadoes  who  in  the 
diagaise  of  Indians  besought  them  to  act  as  guides,  with  their  natural 
thirst  for  blood  and  plunder,  had  rendered  them  more  ferocious  than  the 
wild  beasts  of  the  forest  Their  shocking  cruelties  in  the  rich  Wyoming, 
Mohawk,  Schoharie,  and  Cherry  valleys  could  not  be  overlooked.  An 
eztensiYe  plan  of  operations  was  devised.  Into  the  heart  of  the  Indian 
oonntry  Sullivan  was  to  lead  an  expedition,  marching  by  the  Susque- 
hanna ;  General  James  Clinton,  his  second  in  command,  was  to  join  him 
afker  penetrating  the  Indian  country  by  the  Mohawk  River ;  and  a  third 
division  was  to  proceed  by  the  Alleghany  River.  So  important  was  the 
of  these  movements  esteemed,  that  Governor  George  Clinton 
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intended  to  accompany  the  troops  until  the  last  moment,  bat  was  pre* 
vented  by  the  State  affairs.  The  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts 
regiments  were  conmianded  by  Geneiul  Enoch  Poor,  and  the  Pennsylva- 
nia brigades  by  General  Hand.  This  army  altogether  amounted  to  about 
five  thousand  men. 

The  anniversary  of  the  alliance  with  France  was  celebrated  in  camp 
shortly  after  Washington  returned  to  headquarters.    An  elegant  dinner 
was  given  by  General  Knox  and  the  officers  of  artillery  to  the  conunan- 
der-in-chief,  who  with  Mrs.  Washington,  the  principal  officers  of  Uie 
army  and  their  ladies,  and  a  number  of  the  prominent  personages  of 
New  Jersey,  formed  a  brilliant  assemblage.     In  the  evening  there  was  a 
curious  display  of  fire-works  and  a  ball  opened  by  Washington  with  Mn 
Knox  for  his  partner.     Not  long  afterward  a  party  of  British  troc^ 
crossed  into  New  Jersey  at  midnight,  under  orders  to  capture  Governor 
Livingston.     His  wife  and  daughters  had  returned  to  ''  Liberty  Hall  ^  in 
the  autumn,  and  the  governor  was  now  at  home ;  a  farmers  son,  on  a  fleet 
horse  without  saddle  or  bridle,  brought  tidings  of  the  enemy's  approach, 
and  he  had  barely  time  to  make  his  escape.     His  valuable  oorrespondeDee 
with  Washington  and  other  documents  were  crowded  by  his  daughter 
Susan  into  the  box  of  a  sulky  and  taken  to  an  upper  room.^    Then  she 
stepped  out  upon  the  roof  of  a  little  porch  over  the  door  to  watch  for  the 
coming  of  the  redcoats.     The  day  was  just  dawning  when  they  suddenly 
appeared  in  full  view,  and  a  horseman  dashed  forwaixl  and  begged  her  to 
retire  lest  some  of  the  soldiers  from  a  distance  mistake  her  for  a  man  and 
fire  at  her.     She  attempted  in  vain  to  climb  in  at  the  window,  althou^ 
it  had  been  easy  enough  to  step  out;  and  an  officer,  seeing  her  dilenuna, 
sprang  from  his  horse,  ran  into  the  house,  and  gallantly  lifted  her 
through  the  casement     She  was  a  handsome  young  woman  of  magoedc 
presence,  and  turning  to  thank  her  preserver,  inquired  to  whom  she  wm 
indebted  for  the  courtesy.     "  Lord  Cathcart,'*  was  the  reply.     "  And  will 
you  protect  a  little  box  which  contains  my  own  personal  property  ?**«hfl 
asked  with  quick  earnestness ;  then  added  more  quietly,   **  if  you  wish 
I   will  unlock  the  library,  and  you  may  have  all  my  father's  papem' 

A  guard  was  instantly  placed  over  the  box,  while  the  house  was  nor 
sacked.  A  laige  quantity  of  old  law  papers  were  stuffed  into  the  sacb  of 
the  Hessians,  who  cut  the  balusters  of  the  stairs  in  anger  when  they  foond 
themselves  checked  in  the  work  they  had  come  so  far  to  perfoim.    Thejr 


lifingitoii  labieqaently  married  John  Cleve  Symmea,  the  eminflnt  jfri^ 

of  Ooogran,  jadge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Jersey,  chief  juti»  ■ 

1ML  Mi^oiBtad  Jvdge  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  settlfmnti  ii 

Tbdr  daughter  became  the  wife  of  President  WiUiam  Heaiy  Hanii^ 
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rere  gratiiled,  however,  in  the  matter  of  burning  and  plundering  seveml 
ther  houses,  and  retreated  with  speed  to  Staten  Island  closely  pursued 
y  Maxwell's  brigade,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  men  on  both  sides. 
The  British  aim  through  1779  was  to  inflict  as  much  misery  as  possi- 
le  upon  the  inhabitants  of  America.  The  war  was  prosecuted  in  Florida, 
reorgia,  and  the  Carolinas,  without  any  distinct  or  decisive  object,  in 
umerous  small  encounters,  and  with  varying  success.  Vii;ginia  was 
ivaged  by  a  force  under  General  Matthews,  her  two  chief  commercial 
ities,  Portsmouth  and  Norfolk,  sacked,  the  town  of  Suflblk  wantonly 
lundereil  and  burned,  public  and  private  propeity  indiscriminately  de- 
ployed all  along  the  track  of  the  invaders,  who  8j)ent  twenty-one  days 
1  the  employment,  and  then  returned  to  New  York  laden  with  the 
poila  On  the  30th  of  May,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  commanded  an  exjiCili- 
on  which  sailed  up  the  Hudson  Eiver  and  captured  the  two  opposite  posts, 
erplanck's  Point  and  Stony  Point,  which  were  in  no  condition  to  ix^sist 
le  army  of  more  than  six  thousand  men.  Washington  drew  his  troops 
iddenly  from  their  cantonments  and  placed  them  in  such  positions 
bove  Stony  Point  that  the  British  geneml  was  discouraged  from  attempt- 
ig  anything  further,  and  leaving  strong  garrisons  in  his  newly  acquired 
nUtMHca,  he  returned  to  New  York. 

Baron  Steuben  established  his  headquarters  in  June  at  the  Verplanck 

lanaion,  which,  standing  amid  fine  lawns  and  gardens,  a  short  distance 

rem  the  village  of  Fishkill,  with  patches  of  primeval  forest  on  either 

land,  overlooked  the  Hudson  some  half  a  mile  from  the  water's  edge. 

)y  rapid  marches  through  Pompton  and  the  Ramapo  valley  the  troops 

inder  St  Clair,  Lord  Stirling,  and  Baron  I)e  Kalb,  were  drawn  from 

Middlebrook  and  well  posted  near  West  Point.     Putnam  was 

placed  in  command  at  Smith's  Clove,  while  Washington's  head- 

qiiuteiB  were  at  Newburgh.     Numerous  regiments  were  scattered  aloni; 

the  eastern  bank  of  the  Hudson  to  guard  the  passes,  it  bcin^;  supposed 

that  the  British  would  soon  attempt  to  carry  West  Point.     Washington 

^na  frequently  at  Fishkill,  and  with  the   baron  reviewed   the   various 

Mions  of  the  army;    the  remarkable  degree   of  adroitness  to  which 

^  oSBcers  and  soldiers  had  attained  in  their  evolutions  was  gratifyin<.^ 

*Ihe  lilence  maintained  during  the  performance  of  their  maud^uvres  as- 

taushed  experienced  French  generals.      "  I   don't  know   whence   noise 

■honld  proceed,  when  even  my  brigadiers  dare  not  open  their  mouths  but 

to  lepeat  the  orders,"   exclaimed  Steuben  in  reply  to  (vrtain  atlmirin<; 

oonunentB. 

Tbe  Verplanck  Mansion  was  built  in  the  early  part  of  the  ei«;hteentli 
®wtoy,  upon  property  which  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Ver- 
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plancks  since  1682,  vben  Gulian  Yelidanck  and  IWida  Bomboots  bon^ 
seventj-six  thousand  acies  of  land  of  the  Indians.  Long  ptior  to  the 
Itevolution  wheat  had  been  shipped  from  this  place  to  France  and  ex- 
changed for  pure  wine,  with  which  the  vaults  of  the  dwelling  were  well 
stocked.  It  was  a  roomy,  comfortable  home,  and  the  foreign  noblemen  who 
enjoyed  its  shelter  were  charmed  with  its  abundant  resources  for  aubstan- 
tial  comfort  The  bouse  ia  still  preserved,  with  all  ite  antique  peculiaritieB ; 
the  veiy  chairs  used  during  the  war  are  cherished  with  tender  reverenca 
The  new  and  la^^r  part,  revealed  in  the  sketch,  is  at  least  seventy- 
five  years  old.  The  Yerplancks  are  one  of  the  oldest  as  well  aoAxbti 
the  most  honorable  of  the  New  York  fomilies  of  Holland  ori^ ;  the 


first  of  the  name  settled  on  the  lower  point  of  Manhattan  Island  whes  it 
was  only  a  little  fur-station  ;  and  in  every  generation  since  that  primitire 
period  they  have  had  their  good  and  gift«d  men.  Samuel  Verphoek 
married  Judith  Crommelin,  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  Huguenot  is 
Amsterdam,  and  resided  in  a  large  yellow  house  in  Wall  Street,  cone 
of  Broad,  which  was  the  home,  after  the  Kevolution,  of  his  diatingnisbMl 
son.  Judge  Daniel  Crommelin  Yerplanck,  who  married  Ann  Wihoo. 
These  latter  were  the  parents  of  Gulian  Yerplanck,  so  well-known  io  tb« 
political,  social,  and  literary  life  of  modem  New  York,  and  to  all  loroi 
of  Shakespeare. 

Vliile  the  flowers  were  nodding  in  the  June  breeies,  Sir  Henry  ClioW 
and  his  suite  were  journeying  over  the  roads  of  Loi^  Island  to  revie*  lb* 
tioops  stationed  at  Southampton.  An  escorting  party  rode  in  sdnDM 
helping  UiemselTes  to  everything  which  could  be  conveniently  VoidiA  * 
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account  on  the  route,  and  when  the  exasperated  inhabitants  remonstrated 
they  were  cursed  for  rebels.  July  opened  with  an  expedition  into  Con- 
necticut, the  object  of  which  was  in  pail  to  draw  Washington's  attention 
from  West  Point  A  fleet  of  forty-six  sail,  manned  by  two  thousand 
sailors,  bore  Tryon  with  three  thousand  troops  into  Long  Island  Sound. 
It  was  not  moving  against  any  fortified  post,  but  as  General  Parsons 
aptly  wrote,  "to  execute  vengeance  upon  rebellious  women  and  formidable 
hosts  of  boys  and  girls." 

On  the  morning  of  July  5  it  anchored  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor 
of  New  Haven,  and  its  military  passengei's  landed  at  both  East 
and  West  Haven.     It  was  not  yet  daylight  when  the  city  was 
roused  with  alarm-guns  and  the  ringing  of  church-beUs.     President  Stiles 
says  in  his  diary,  that  he  sent  off  his  daughters  on  foot  to  Blount  Carmel, 
plaoed  the  college  records  and  a  (quantity  of  colonial  piipers  in  charge  of 
hiB  youngest  son  to  carry  three  miles,  dispatched  a  ouc-horse  load  of  bags 
of  clothing  in  one  direction,  a  second  load  of  four  mattresses  and  a  trunk, 
immediately  following,  sent  his  son  Isaac  to  oveitake  his  sisters  with  a 
GKriffge,  and  rode  himself  on  hoi'seluiek  to  various  points,  stirring  up  the 
mililia;  his  eldest  son,  Ezra,  was  with  a  Imnd  of  college  students,  who 
Biimwl    on  the  green  under  Captain  James  Hillhouse,  when  su(l<Ienly 
Oolanel  Aaron  Burr  dashed  in  among  them  and  offeivd  himself  as  tlieir 
He  had  risen  fixini  a  sick-l>ed  to  which  he  had  been  contined 
days,  and  after  conducting  his  aunt,  a  daughter  of  President  YA- 
wards,  to  a  place  of  safety,  spurred  to  the  aid  of  whoever  would  contest 
the  progress  of  the  enemy.     Joined  In'  such  of  the  militia  as  could  Ik* 
rallied  in  haste,  the  young  heroes  bolilly  proceeded  to  meet  and  haiuss 
the  invaders,  delaying  them  for  priceless  hours.     The  venerable  ex-Presi- 
dent Daggett  of  Yale  (who  had  been  professor  of  divinity  twenty-five 
years)  mounted  his  horse  and  with  fowling-piece  in  hand  itwle  down  into 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  encouraging  the  students  by  his  example  as  well 
as  words;   when  the  party  under  Hillhouse  fell  back  he  remained  where 
he  had  been  stationed  in  a  little  copse,  and  continued  loading  and  dis- 
chaiging  his  musket.     "  What  are  you  doing  there,  you  old  fool  ? "  called 
out  an  oiBcer  in  the  van  of  tlie  Uritish  column,  astonished  at  seeing  a 
single  individual  in  clerical  costume  tiring  at  a  whole  ivgiment.     "Exer- 
cinng  the  rights  of  war/'  said  the  pi-ofessor.     In  an  instant  bayonets 
weie  at  his  breast ;  "If  I  let  you  ;:(o  this  time  will  you  ever  fii-e  at  the 
king's  troops  again  ? "   was   asked.     "  Nothing   more  likely/'   was  the 
prompt  reply.     Blows  and  gashes  followed,  but  the  life  so  firmly  jeopard- 
Ued  was  spared  ;  the  professor  gave  his  name  and  station  as  one  of  the 
ofioeis  of  Yale  College,  and  was  told  that  he  had  been  "  praying  against 
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the  kiug*s  cause,"  which  he  admitted.     He  was  placed  in  front  of  the 
column,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  compelled  to  lead  the  way  to 
a  bridge,  two  miles  north  of  one  which  had  just  been  demolished  over 
West  Biver,  and  thus  to  the  college  green,  where  he  fainted  from  the 
excessive  heat  of  the  day,  and  loss  of  blood,  and  was  carried  into  the 
house  of  a  friend.     He  died  a  few  months  later  in  consequence  of  his 
wounds.     About  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  reached  the  heart 
of  New  Haven,  having  burned  several  houses  on  their  way  (of  which  waa 
the  old  stone  manor-house  of  the  Morrises),  and  mercilessly  killed  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  in  their  own  dwellings,  among  whom  was  Deacon  Nathao 
Beers.     Sir  Henry  Clinton  had   instructed  Tryon   to   do   his   bosines 
quickly,  and  the  troops,  nothing  loth,  sacked  New  Haven  without  deky; 
what  could  not  be  carried  oflf  was  viciously  destroyed  —  windows  and 
furniture  were  broken,  beds  torn  open,  and  occupants  of  houses  abased  aod 
insulted.     Cellars  were  everywhere  visited  and  rum  drank  to  excess.    At 
eight  in  the  evening  the  soldiers  were  so  intoxicated  as  to  be  withdrawn 
with  difficulty,  the  greater  part  who  could  walk  reeling  in  the  line,  and 
carts,  wagons,  and  even  wheelbarrows  necessary  to  transport  the  rest  to 
the  boats.     Tryon  paused  at  Beacon  Hill,  and  at  midnight  wrote  to  Clin- 
ton, **  The  rebels  are  following  us  with  cannon,  and  heavier  than  what  we 
have."     By  sunrise  the  next  morning  the  enemy  were   on   the  Soond 
again,  having  burned  all  the  storehouses  on  the  wharf,  seven  vessels,  and 
niciny  houses  and  barns.     They  had  killed  twenty -one  men  besides  those 
who  subsequently  died  of  their  wounds,  and  carried  away  between  twenty 
and  thirty  prisoners.     Tryon  wrote  that  he  **  had  a  little  diflSculty  with 
the  rebels,  and  had  lost  eighty  in  kUled  and  wounded."     Among  those 
who  so  resolutely  disputed  his  advance  were  Dr.  Levi  Ives,  the  father  of 
Professor  Eli  Ives  of  Yale,  Mr.  Rutherford  Trowbridge,  David  Atwater, 
Simon  Sperry,^  and  other  men  of  influence  who  shouldered  their  muskets 
and  joined  the  party  under  Hillhouse. 

On    Wednesday,   the   7th,   Tryon    landed   at   Fairfield   and  stripped 
every  dwelling  and  burned  the  whole  beautiful  town.     A  c^m- 

July  7.  1 

raunity  so  cultivated  as  well  as  prosperous  had  not  in  that  dav 
its  parallel  in  England.  Three  churches,  ninety-seven  dweUings,  a  hand- 
some court-house  and  jail,  two  school-houses,  sixty-seven  bams,  and 
forty-eight  stores  and  shops  were  reduced  to  ashes.     Green's  Farms,  fi^ 

"^  Simon  Sperry  was  clescen<led  from  Richard  Sperry,  who  was  notable  in  colonial  ^^n^ 
for  supplying  fooil  to  the  i-cgiciil<%  Goffe  and  Whalley,  and  who  lived  in  tbf  fanwai  ^ 
moated  manor-house  approached  by  a  causeway  leading  across  his  estate  from  tb**  nxn » 
the  beautiful  and  jncturesijue  town  of  Woo^lbridge.  Simon  Sperry  was  the  gTaDdfitJ»f" 
tx-Mayor  Sperry,  and  of  the  Hon.  N.  D.  Sperry  of  New  Haven. 
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nr  six  miles  distant,  was  plundered,  fifteen  houses  burned,  including  the 
dwelling  of  the  minister,  liev.  Mr.  Ripley,  and  the  church,  eleven  barns, 
and  several  stores.  The  militia  attacked  the  invaders  and  very  much 
shortened  their  stay.  They  re-embarked  on  the  8th  and  sailed  across  the 
Sound  to  Huntington,  to  rest  and  recruit  for  further  ignoble  exploits. 

On  the  following  Saturday  the  cloud  of  sails  was  once  more  moving 
toward  the  Connecticut  shore.  Norwalk  was  doomed.  The  ene- 
my landed  Sunday  morning.  Tryon  took  possession  of  a  small 
bill,  where  with  chairs  and  a  table  he  sat  writing  his  orders  and  over- 
seeing the  destruction  of  the  town.  The  inhabitants  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains, taking  such  valuables  as  they  could  carry.  The  old  Benedict 
iiomestead,  which  had  been  in  the  possession  of  the  family  since  the  first 
settlement  of  the  town,  was  not  burned  at  first,  but  consigned  to  the  flames 
IS  the  British  were  retiring,  which  were  happily  extinguished  through 
the  eCTorts  of  a  n^ro  slave  who  had  concealed  himself  in  the  bushes  near 
by.  Mrs.  Mary  Benedict  Philipse,  the  wife  of  Slbenezer  Philipse,  mounted 
ber  horse  and  drove  a  nimiber  of  cattle  before  her  into  the  country.  One 
hundred  and  thirty-five  houses  were  burned,  including  the  old  mansions 
rf  Grovemor  Fitch  and  Nathaniel  Raymond,  together  with  two  churches, 
ei^ty-nine  bams,  forty  stores  and  shops,  five  vessels,  and  four  mills. 
Six  houses  only  were  left  standing. 

The  militia,  who  rallied,  interposed  some  opposition,  but  they  were  few 

in  numbers,  and  the  British  force  was  strong.     Wolc^ott  and  Parsons  came 

forward  rapidly  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Hudson,  arriving  the  next  morning. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  withdrawn  fi*om  Vei*planck  s 

Point  all  the  troops  not  strictly  destined  for  the  garrison,  with  whom,  in 

addition  to  several  thousand  others,  he  advanced  to   the   heights  near 

Marmaroneck,  not  far  from  the  Connecticut  line,  in  order  to  co-operate 

with  Tryon  should  Washington  march  eastward ;  from  this  point  he  sent 

■troops  to  burn  the  towns  of  Bedford,  Salem,  and  North  Castle,  not  even 

sparing  their  places  of  public  worship.     But  a  surprise  was  being  pi-e- 

paied  for  the  British  commanders,  which  brought  them  suddenly  to  New 

York,  and  stayed  further  destruction  upon  the  Connecticut  coast. 

A  design  upon  Stony  Point  was  culminating,  which  for  its  daring,  and 
its  combination  of  skill,  prudence,  foresight,  careful  attention  to  details, 
•ad  absolute  obedience  on  the  part  of  the  men  concerned,  and  its  con- 
spicuous success,  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achievements  of  the  war. 
Wtshington  selected  a  body  of  light  infantry  for  this  critical  ser\'ice  from 
^  various  regiments  of  North  Carolina,  Vii-ginia,  ^Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
^•nia,  Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts.  The  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
faces  were  chiefly  on  their  way  into  the  Indian  country  with  Sullivan. 
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Every  field  officer  chosen  had  proved  his  ability  and  valor  on  former  oc- 
casions.   The  leadership  was  assigned  to  Anthony  Wayne,  a  handsome, 
impetuous,  magnetic,  dashing  Pennsylvanian  of  thirty-four,  styled  "  Dandy 
Wayne  **  among  his  companions  because  of  his  feistidious  notions  about 
dress.     He  said  he  had  "  rather  risk  his  life  and  reputation  at  the  head  of 
the  same  men  in  an  attack  clothed  and  appointed  as  he  wished,  with  a  single 
charge  of  ammunition,  than  to  take  them  as  they  appeared  in  oommon, 
with  sixty  rounds  of  cartridges  " ;  and  Washington  evidently  sympathized 
with  his  tastes  and  gratified  them  to  the  extent  of  his  narrow  means. 
Under  Wayne  were  Colonels  Richard  Butler  and  Udney  Hay  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Colonel  Christian  Febiger,  and  the  gallant  De  Fleury,  who  after- 
wards became  field  marshal  of  France,  commanding  Virginians,  Major 
John  Steward  of  Maryland,  Colonel  Setum  Jonathan  Meigs  of  Sagg 
Harbor  fame.  Colonel  Isaac  Sherman,  son  of  Roger  Sherman  of  New 
Haven,  Major  William  Hull,  uncle  of  Commodore  Hull  of  the  CongtUutm, 
and  Major  Hardy  Murfree,  the  pioneer  of  Murfreesborough,  Tennessee, 
with  two  North  Carolina  companies. 

The  arrangements  were  conducted  with  the  utmost  secrecy.  At  noon 
on  Thursday,  July  15,  Wayne  and  his  noble  twelve  hundred  left  Sandy 
Beach,  fourteen  miles  above  Stony  Point,  and  marched  over  the  roughest 
of  roads  and  pathways,  the  column  stretched  out  the  greater  port  of  the 
way  in  single  file.  At  eight  in  the  evening  they  halted  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  fort,  and  the  officers  reconnoitered.  Midnight  was  the  time 
fixed  for  the  attack.  The  men  lounged  by  the  roadside  three  hours  and 
a  half  in  silence,  under  the  enforced  penalty  of  instant  deatL  At  half 
past  eleven  the  time  was  up,  and  a  whispered  call  quivered  along  the 
line.  Each  man  knew  the  watchword,  and  bore  upon  his  cap  a  patch  of 
white  paper  to  save  him  from  his  friends.  They  advanced  with  unloaded 
muskets  and  fixed  bayonets.  Whoever  should  attempt  to  load  his  piece 
without  orders  was  to  be  put  to  death  on  the  spot  by  the  officer  next  him 
Two  columns  were  to  break  into  the  fort  from  nearly  opposite  pointa 
in  silence,  doing  their  work  with  the  bayonet,  while  Murfree  and  his 
North  Carolinians  were  to  take  position  in  front  and  draw  attention 
to  themselves  by  a  rapid  and  continuous  fire.  Wayne  led  the  right 
column,  spear  in  hand,  Butler  the  left.  They  were  discovered  by  the 
pickets,  and  every  man  in  the  garrison  was  up,  completely  dressed,  and  at 
his  proper  station.  Stony  Point  was  a  bold,  rocky  peninsula  nearly  two 
hundred  feet  high,  jutting  out  into  and  bounded  on  three  sides  by  the 
river,  and  almost  isolated  from  the  land  by  a  marsh,  which,  it  being  hi|:h 
tide,  was  now  two  feet  under  water.  From  the  formidable  breastworb 
on  the  summit  thundered  gun  after  gun  while  yet  the  assaulters  wei« 
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wading  the  stream.  But  they  faltered  not.  Up  the  hill  they  ran,  tlie 
bellowing  cannon  in  their  faces,  and  the  musket-balls  whistling  around 
their  ears.  Every  officer  performed  his  part  to  the  L.^tter.  One  and 
another  fell.  The  brave  Colonel  Hay  was  wounded  in  the  thigh.  Ezra 
Selden  of  Lyme,  a  handsome  young  officer  fresh  from  Yale  at  the  opening 
of  the  war,  received  a  wellnigh  fatal  wound  in  the  side,  but  he  made  liis 
way  into  the  fort  Wayne,  with  every  sense  alive,  balancing  all  chances 
and  duties  while  apparently  wild  with  the  fierce  outery  which  fired  the 
veins  of  his  men,  fell  backward  with  a  wound  in  his  head ;  but  he  rallied 
and  directed  his  two  aids  to  carry  him  along,  and  in  five  minutes  more 
the  whole  party  were  rushing  into  the  fort  through  every  embrasure,  and 
a  thousand  tongues  let  loose  repeated  the  cry,  "  The  fort  *s  our  own  ! " 

The  astonished  Britons  fell  back  into  the  comers  of  the  fort  under  the 
terrible  charge ;  De  Fleury,  first  in,  hauled  down  the  flags,  Sherman  of 
Connecticut  rushed  over  the  space  and  grasped  Butler  of  Pennsylvania 
by  the  hand  as  he  climbed  in  from  the  north.     Murfree  came  upon  a 
run  from  the  marsh,  leaping  in  to  join  in  the  glory ;  and  the  surrender  of 
the  whole  garrison  was  immediate.     Tradition  says  that  the  enemy  fell 
ujion  their  knees,  crying,  "  Mercy,  dear  Americans  !  Mercy  ! "     However 
they  may  have  asked  for  quarter,  from  the  moment  the  cry  was  heard 
every  bayonet  was  uplifted  and  not  a  man  was  hurt  thereafter. 
The  commander  came  forward  and  delivered  up  his  swonl,  and  a 
line  was  thrown  around  the  prisoners,  numbering  five  hundred  and  forty- 
six  ;  some  fifty-eight  had  jumped  down  the  rocks  in  the  darkness  and  es- 
caped, and  the  killed  and  wounded  numbered  ninety-four.     Fifteen  Amer- 
icans were  killed,  and  six  officers  and  seventy-seven  privates  woun<led. 
The  whole  action  occupied  only  twenty  minutes  after  the  first  shot. 

The  cheers  that  rent  the  air  with  one  common  impulse  were  answered 
by  the  British  ships  in  the  river,  and  the  garrison  at  Verplanck's  Point 
opposite.  "Ha,  the  fools  think  we  are  beaten  ! "  exclaimed  an  officer ;  and 
the  guns  were  whirled  round  riverward,  and  the  fiery  story  was  told  in 
such  language  as  compelled  the  shij>s  to  slip  their  cables  and  droj)  <lown 
the  river  in  sullen  silence.  Washington's  original  idea  had  been  to  attack 
Verplanck's  Point  simultaneously,  but  he  modified  his  plan  so  far  as  to 
•ttempt  only  a  feint,  conducted  by  Colonel  Rufus  Putnam,  who  alarmed 
^garrison  the  moment  he  heard  firing  across  the  river,  eftectually  pre- 
venting any  effort  to  aid  Stony  Point,  and  withdrew  from  the  vicinity  in 
tile  morning.  The  toUil  value  of  tlie  onlnaiice  and  str»res  capturt»(l  ])y 
^lyiie  was  estimated  at  over  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars. 
*ke  news  of  the  event  spread  swiftly  over  the  country,  and  the  heroic 
twid  was  everywhere  applauded.     Even  the  enemy  lavished  encomiums 
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upon  the  professional  skill  with  which  extraordinary  difficulties  were 
surmounted,  and  the  high  soldierly  qualities  of  the  stoiming  party.  "  It 
was  worth  a  dukedom,"  writes  Joseph  Eoswell  Hawley,  "  to  have  been 
even  a  private  there  that  night" 

Washington  did  not  attempt  to  retain  Stony  Point,  as  it  was  too  fiv 
advanced  from  his  main  army;  he  simply  removed  the  stores  and 
artillery,  burned  the  barracks,  and  demolished  and  evacuated  the  fortress. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  at  the  time  was  in  possession  of  the  whole  countjr 
of  Westchester,  employing  men,  protected  by  detachments  of  soldiers,  to 
cut  the  hay  from  all  the  farms  in  the  region,  retreated  with  the  first  news 
rapidly  to  New  York,  calling  in  his  haymakers  and  their  covering  parties. 
He  doubtless  expected  a  descent  upon  the  city.  Learning,  however,  that 
Stony  Point  had  been  abandoned,  he  took  possession  the  second  time, 
and  rebuilt  and  garrisoned  the  fort ;  but  in  the  month  of  November  with- 
drew his  forces  from  both  Stony  Point  and  Verplanck's  Point,  and  demol- 
ished the  works.  Washington  then  took  peaceable  and  final  possessioD, 
and  rebuilt  and  garrisoned  them. 

While  America  was  proudly  rejoicing  over  the  exploit  of  Wayne,  a 
quiet  wedding  occurred  at  Baskenridge,  New  Jersey.  William 
Duer,  who  had  been  so  prominent  in  the  New  York  Congress,  and 
a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  was  married  to  Lady  Kittjr, 
daughter  of  Lord  Stirling.  John  Jay  escaped  from  his  duties  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  with  his  wife  graced  the  occasion ;  the  mansion  swarmed  with 
the  relatives  of  the  family,  many  bright  and  winsome  belles  were  present, 
and  sevei-al  army  officers. 

In  the  midst  of  the  banquet  which  followed,  the  situation  of  Panhs 
Hook  was  discussed.   Attached  to  Lord  Stirling's  command  was  the  yoong 
and  daring  Henry  Lee,  afterwards  governor  of  Virginia,  who  sought  to 
attack  the  British  post  at  that  point,  which  had  been  held  by  the  en- 
emy with  great  tenacity  since  1776,  and  was  in  reality  the  only  safe  spot 
on  the  Jersey  shore  for  their  marauding  parties  to  land.     Lord  Stirling 
favored  Lee*s  project,  but  Washington  hesitated  for  a  time,  deeming  the 
attempt  too  hazardous.     Permission  was  finally  obtained  from  the  com- 
mander-in-chief^ and  Lord  Stirling,  with  five  hundred  men,  moved  down 
to  the  Hackensack  bridge  to  be  in  position  to  cover  Lee's  retreat  if  neoes- 
saij.    With  about  three  hundred  infantry  and  a  troop  of  dismoonted 
dngoons,  Lee  boldly  swooped  down  upon  the  post  in  the  nigbt 
with  such  celerity,  address,  and  vigor,  that  he  captured  one  hon- 
fifly-nine  men,  with  the  loss  of  only  two  killed  and  three 
'^  had  been  directed  to  make  no  effort  to  hold  the  positioni 
ifely  with  his  prisoners  to  the  American  lines.    This  aotfa- 
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<noaa  achierement,  within  sight  of  New  York  and  almost  within  the  reach 
of  its  gons,  was  very  galling  to  the  British  officers.  Great  praise  was 
awarded  to  Lee  for  his  spirited  and  prudent  coodQct  of  the  enterprise, 
and  e^iedolly  for  his  humanity. 

Ten  days  later  Sullivan  gained  a  victory  over  the  Indians  under  Brandt, 
who  was  assisted  by  Sir  John  and  Colonel  Guy  Johnson,  and  the 
two  Butlers ;  they  had  thrown  up  breastworks  and  intrenchments  "' 
bftlf  a  mile  long  at  Kewtown,  where  tiie  city  of  Elmiia  now  stands.  The 
conflict  was  not  of  long  duration.  The  enemy  were  outflanked,  and,  scat- 
tering, fled.  Indians  and  Tories  alike  made  their  way  to  Niagara,  one  of 
tbe  strong  points  which  Washington  most  desired  to  possess,  but  which 
was  not  attacked,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  both  Washington  and 
Congress.  Sullivan  visited  a  terrible  retribution  upon  the  savages  for 
thnr  havoc  and  slaughter  of  1778.  Forty  towns  were  destroyed.  Not  a 
calHn  Dor  a  roof  £rom  the  Genesee  valley  to  the  Susquehanna  was  left 
Binding  Their  homes,  their  orehorda,  their  crops,  their  possessions, 
were  all  annihilated.  The  manifest  inability  of  England  to  protect  thero 
indined  the  Six  Nations  ultimately  to  desire  neutrality. 

ffir  Henry  Clinton  was  disconcerted  and  surly  as  one  batoh  of  disagree- 
dk  news  after  another  reached  him  in  New  York  City.  The  loyalists 
anticiaed  his  acts  and  his  inaction,  which  did  not  improve  his  temper. 
Ib  October  a  nunor  that  the  French  squadron  was  about  to  unite  with 
Wadungton  in  an  attack  upon  the  metropolis  induced  him  to  order  the 
meuation  of  Bhode  Island,  and  the  troops,  in  hastening  to  New  York,  left 
all  the  wood  and  forage  collected  for  six  thousand  men  during  tbe  winter 
behind  them.  The  post  was  immediately  occupied  by  a  body  of  Ameri- 
can troops.  Clinton  learned  finally  that  Count  D'Estaing  had  abandoned 
the  sw^  of  Savannah  and  retired  to  the  West  Indies.  The  Southern 
campaign  had  been  novel  and  exciting,  ever  presenting  splendid  prospects, 
aometimes  to  one  side,  sometimes  to  the  other,  and  turning  at  the  moment 
of  anticipated  success  into  bitter  disappointment  Clinton  himself  sailed 
lata  in  December,  under  the  convoy  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  seven 
ibmuaDd  men,  to  operate  against  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  leaving 
&7{^U8en  in  command  of  New  York. 

VMhiogton's  headquarters  were  at  West  Point   during  the  autumn. 

Hm  he  welcomed  Luzerne,  the  new  minister  from  France,  who  had  re- 

vodad  at  Boston,  and  was  on  a  circuitous  route  to  PhiladeHphia. 

■  polite  enough,"   said  Washington,  "  to  condescend  to  appear 

■101  our  Spartan  living."     Prior  to  the  advent  of  the  French  dig- 

iTiaWnc* —  invited  Mia.  Dr.  Cochrane  and  Mrs.  Walter  livings- 

tJbm  vitli  him,  and  in  a  humorous  letter  to  the  doctor  apprised 

{ftiicpoq^ectivefaiei    Hewiote: — 
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'*  Since  our  arrival  at  this  happy  spot,  we  have  had  a  ham,  sometimes  a  shool- 
der  of  bacon,  to  grace  the  head  of  the  table ;  a  piece  of  roast  beef  adoms  tbe 
foot ;  and  a  dish  of  beans  or  greens  decorates  the  center.  When  the  cook  has  i 
mind  to  cut  a  figure,  which  I  presume  will  be  the  case  to-morrow,  we  have  two 
beefsteak  pies,  or  dishes  of  crabs  in  addition,  one  on  each  side  of  the  center  dish, 
to  reduce  the  distance  between  dish  and  dish  to  about  six  feet,  which  without  them 
would  be  about  twelve  feet  apart  Of  late  he  has  had  the  surprising  sagadtj  to 
discover  that  apples  will  make  pies,  and  it  is  a  question,  if,  in  the  violence  of  hii 
efforts,  we  do  not  get  one  of  apples  instead  of  having  both  of  beefiateak.  If  the 
ladies  can  put  up  with  such  entertainment,  and  will  submit  to  partake  of  it  on 
plates  once  tin  but  now  iron  (not  become  so  by  the  labor  of  scouring),  I  shall  be 
happy  to  see  them." 

The  increasing  difficulties  in  the  way  of  providing  for  the  anny 
threatened  the  most  alarming  consequences.  Every  branch  of  trade  was 
unsettled  and  deranged,  and  the  price  of  every  commodity  rising  in  pro- 
portion as  the  paper  money  depreciated  in  value.  liabilities  to  the 
enormous  amount  of  two  hundred  millions  of  this  currency  had  been 
issued,  and  no  portion  of  it  was  redeemed.  Every  remedy  adopted  proved 
impracticable  or  aggravated  the  eviL  A  delegation  &om  Congress  din- 
ing  with  the  officers  of  the  army  one  autumn  day,  Robert  Morris,  of  the 
party,  was  bewailing  the  miserable  condition  of  the  treasury.  Baron 
Steuben  exclaimed :  — 

"  But  are  you  not  financier  ?    Why  do  you  not  create  funds  ?  " 

"  I  have  done  all  I  can ;  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  do  more,"  replied 
Morris. 

"And  yet  you  remain  financier  without  finances  ? " 

"  Yes." 

"  Well,  then,  I  do  not  think  you  are  as  honest  a  man  as  my  cook.  He 
came  to  me  one  day  and  said, '  Baron,  I  am  your  cook,  and  you  have 
nothing  to  cook  but  a  piece  of  lean  beef  which  is  hung  up  by  a  string 
before  the  fire.  Your  negro  wagoner  can  turn  the  string  as  well  as  I  can; 
you  have  promised  me  ten  dollars  a  month  ;  but  as  you  have  nothing  to 
cook  I  wish  to  be  discharged  and  no  longer  chargeable  to  you.'  Thit 
was  an  honest  fellow,  Morris." 

In  the  mean  time  Spain  had  entered  into  a  secret  alliance  with  France 
against  England,  and  war  was  waged  in  various  quarters  of  the  globe. 
The  intelligence  reached  Congress  while  that  body  was  deliberating  npoo 
the  instructions  to  be  given  to  ambassadors,  who  in  connection  with 
French  statesmen  were  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  tf 
oppoftonity  might  arise.     John  Adams,  who  had  returned  from  his  French 

inon  in  the  same  vessel  with  Luzerne,  was  chosen^  and  authoiiied  to 
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act  as  n^otiator,  proceeding  again  to  Paris.  And  although  Spain  had  not 
yet  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  John  Jay,  the 
President  of  Congress,  was  dispatched  as  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  to  accomplish  a  direct  alliance  if  possible  with  that 
power.  He  sailed  on  a  few  days'  notice,  October  10,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  and  her  brother,  Brockholst  Livingston,  as  his  private  secretary. 
M.  Grerard  returned  home  in  the  same  vessel.  * 

The  year  closed  gloomily  for  England.  Lord  Gower  and  Lord  Wey- 
mouth, disapproving  of  the  continued  struggle  with  America,  retired  from 
the  government  The  Earl  of  Coventry  lamented  in  the  House  of  Lords 
Uiat  a  war  so  fatal  to  Great  Britian  should  ever  have  been  begun,  and 
declared  that  if  the  propositions  he  had  made  during  the  last  session  of 
Parliament  had  been  regarded,  England  would  have  been  at  that  hour 
at  peace  with  America.  In  the  House  of  Commons  great  heat  was  ex- 
hibited. Fox  caustically  asked,  "What  has  become  'of  the  American 
war  ? "  The  king,  it  seems,  had  not  even  mentioned  it  in  his  speech  at 
the  opening  of  the  autunm  session.  "  Is  the  war  totally  extinct,  like  the 
war  of  ancient  Troy  ?"  continued  Fox,  referring  to  that  silence.  "  What 
produced  the  French  rescript  and  the  French  war?  What  produced 
the  Spanish  manifesto  and  the  Spanish  war  ?  What  has  wasted  fo/ty 
millions  of  money  and  sixty  thousand  lives  ?  What  has  armed  forty- 
two  thousand  men  in  Ireland  with  arguments  carried  on  the  points  of 
forty-two  thousand  bayonets  ?  For  what  is  England  about  to  incur  an 
additional  debt  of  twelve  or  fourteen  millions  the  ensuing  year?  Is  it 
not  that  accursed,  diabolical,  and  cruel  American  war  ? " 

The  American  army  went  into  winter-quarters  at  Morristown,  log-huts 
being  erected,  as  at  Valley  Forge  and  Middlebrook  It  was  a  season  of 
great  severity.  The  snow,  for  four  months,  averaged  from  four  to  six  feet 
deep.  The  bay  of  New  York  was  frozen  over  so  firmly  that  two  hun- 
dred aleighs  laden  with  provisions,  with  two  horses  each,  escorted  by  two 
hmidred  light  horse,  passed  over  it  from  New  York  to  Staten  Island  in  a 
body.  Loaded  teams  crossed  the  Hudson  on  the  ice  at  Paulus  Hook,  and 
•n  the  rivers,  creeks,  harbors,  ports,  and  brooks  were  frozen  solid  in  ever}' 
direction.  The  shivering  soldiers  almost  perished  for  want  of  proper 
food,  and  were  alternately  without  bread  or  meat,  and  sometimes  des- 
tiliite  of  botL  Washington  and  his  military  family  occupied  the  Fonl 
Hanfflftn^  and  at  each  end  of  the  house  an  addition  was  made  of  logs,  oue 
fcr  a  kitchen  and  the  other  for  an  office.  Late  in  December  Mrs.  Wasli- 
^gloii  anived,  riding  a  spirited  horse,  and  escorted  by  a  guard  of  Virginia 
taop^  iMmng  for  two  days  braved  the  perils  of  a  terrible  storm  of  wind 
She  remained  at  headquarters  until  spring. 
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THE  value  of  events  can  never  be  seen  while  they  are  transpiring 
It  is  only  in  the  calm  light  of  their  influences  that  they  may  be 
properly  estimated.  Great  affairs  oftentimes  take  their  rise  from  small 
circumstances.  The  philosophers,  politicians,  and  warriors  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, astute,  wary,  and  stubborn  as  we  find  them,  had  little  conception  of 
the  magnitude  of  their  undertaking.  Here  and  there  were  original  minds, 
comprehensible  and  flexible  enough  to  become  the  founders  of  a  nation. 
Others,  equally  fervid  by  intensity  of  conviction,  and  imbued  with  a  cer- 
tain wise,  strong  sense  of  diplomacy,  were  masters  of  the  situation  only 
through  the  sweep  of  vast  impulses  behind  them.  The  future  was  nn 
certain.  No  electric  cable  supplied  at  evening  the  policy  for  the  next 
morning.  The  leaders  of  thought  and  the  leaders  of  armies  were  alike 
groping  in  a  dense  cloud.  Soldiers  sleeping  in  the  snow  with  a  fire  at 
their  feet,  and  spending  cold,  wintry  days  in  idly  repining  over  hardship 
and  inaction,  knew  not  that  they  were  working  out  results  so  grand  that 
time  would  but  add  to  their  luster  in  all  the  centuries  to  come.  In  that 
severe  school  was  a  continual  dramatic  movement  Standards  of  duty, 
rules  of  action,  and  habits  of  thinking  destined  to  impart  a  tinge  and  a 
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lavor  to  the  broader  cultoie  and  sweeter  disposition  of  later  days,  were 
constantly  bursting  into  Ufa  And  although  the  knowledge  was  with- 
leld  from  the  actors  and  sufiferers  in  the  projection  of  the  national 
(tructure,  we  know  that  within  one  hundred  years  it  has  grown  to  a  place 
n  the  front  rank  of  great  nations. 

The  city  of  New  York,  where  the  government  of  our  Union  was  shortly 
•o  receive  the  first  pulsations  of  existence,  and  where  more  than  else- 
irhere  its  benefits  are  now  seen,  was  the  central  point  around  which  the 
chief  events  of  the  Revolution  revolved.  The  years  during  which  the 
nain  body  of  the  American  army  hovered  in  significant  proximity  — 
dmost  within  sight  of.  her  steeples  —  were  fraught  with  all  the  romance 
Hrhich  belongs  to  the  mediaeval  struggles  of  European  races.  The  fortunes 
if  her  citizens  were  as  varied  as  any  conceit  of  the  most  vivid  imagiua- 
ion.  Within  her  stately  mansions  the  officers  of  King  Greorge  lived  like 
xinoes,  and  within  her  harbor  the  fleets  anchored  which  were  to  terrify 
lie  whole  Southern  seaboard;  while  just  beyond  the  waters  that  laved 
ler  western  shores  every  hill-top  and  tree  was  like  a  watchful  sentinel 
STo  military  movement  in  any  direction  could  be  executed  without  dis- 
mveiy,  save  under  the  cover  of  midnight  darkness.  Washington's  spies 
Muned  in  and  out  of  the  city  despite  the  utmost  vigilance.  And  Wash- 
Dgton  himself,  with  unerring  sagacity,  remained  among  the  fastnesses  of 
STew  Jersey,  with  his  eye  upon  Manhattan  Island,  while  he  detached 
egiment  after  raiment  of  his  best  troops  for  the  support  of  the  South. 

As  the  winter  advanced  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  were  dis- 
WMDod  for  firewood  and  food  to  a  d^ree  never  before  experienced.  The 
now  was  so  deep  that  forest-trees  could  hardly  be  extricated  ttom  their 
ittkive  wilds  after  being  felled  Ornamental  and  fruit  trees  were  attacked, 
ad  before  spring  the  streets  and  lanes,  gardens  and  grounds,  were  shorn 
f  their  treasures.  Wall  Street  surrendered  some  of  its  beautiful  shade 
reesy  more  than  a  century  old,  to  be  converted  into  fuel  for  the  family  of 
leneial  Biedesel  The  baroness  writes :  "  We  were  often  obliged  to  borrow 
rood  of  Oeneral  Tryon  for  Saturday  and  Sunday,  which  we  would  return 
D  MoDday  if  we  received  any."  The  poor  burned  fat  to  cook  their 
Provisions  were  alarmingly  scarce,  and  so  costly  as  to  exhaust  the 
of  the  wealthiest  Fifty  dollars  would  not  feed  a  family  two  days. 
II  Tain  the  British  generals  entreated  the  farmers  of  Long  Island  and 
jeinity  to  bring  their  produce  to  market;  and  foraging  parties  were 
qiialljr  unsuccessful;  for  the  country  people  buried  meat,  com,  oats,  and 
igetaMea  beneath  the  snow  on  the  first  intimation  of  their  approach, 
1^  Ided  to  the  moimtains,  carrying  old  family  furniture  beyond  their 
In  their  rage  at  finding  bams  empty,  cattle  gone,  and  farm-houses 
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deserted,  the  foragers  applied  the  torch  and  desolated  whole  districts, 
thus  inci^easing  not  only  the  general  misery,  but  the  determination  of 
America  to  be  free. 

To  add  to  the  cheerlessness  of  New  York,  the  men-of-war  in  the  bay 
were  immovably  ice-bound,  and  an  army  with  its  heaviest  artillery  and 
baggage  might  at  any  moment  cross  the  Hudson  on  the  ice.     Knyphao- 
sen  expected  Washington,  and  took  measures  accordingly.     Refugees  and 
loyalists  formed  themselves  into  military  companies  and  were  subjected 
to  garrison  duty.     But  the  Americans  at  Morristown  were  in  no  condition 
to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  for  a  descent  upon  the  city.    The 
whistling  winds  were  drifting  snow  above  their  heads,  their  garments 
were  worn  and  thin,  and  many  of  the  men  had  no  shoes.     The  utmost 
discomfort  prevailed  even  at  headquarters.    "Eighteen  of  my  fiEunily," 
wrote  Washington,  "  and  all  of  Mrs.  Ford's  are  crowded  together  in  her 
kitchen,  and  scarce  one  of  them  able  to  speak  for  the  colds  they  have 
caught."    The  distress  for  provision  became  so  appalling  that  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey  direct,  who  responded  noUy. 
Colonel  Matthias  Ogden  collected  cattle  and  grain  in  Essex  County,  and 
the  temporary  relief  afforded  induced  Washington,  about  the  middle  of 
January,  to  give  some  twenty-five  hundred  of  his  best  overcoated  troops 
a  little  exercise.     An  expedition  to  Staten  Island  was  placed  under  the 
command  of  Lord  Stirling,  the  object  being  to  capture  a  British  encamp- 
ment.    Five  hundred  sleds   and   sleighs  were  procured  to  convey  the 
party  to  Elizabeth,  whence  they  crossed  on  the  ice  in  the  night 
from  De  Hart's  Point ;  but  the  enemy,  apprised  of  their  approach, 
were  strongly  fortified,  and  intrenched  behind  an  abatis  of  snow  ten  feet 
high,  therefore  an  attack   was   deemed  unjustifiable.     After  remaining 
twenty-four  hours  on  the  island,  the  Americans  withdrew,  with  five  hun- 
dred or  more  frozen  ears  and  hands,  and  a  quantity  of  blankets  and  stoiei 
At  Decker's  Ferry  they  captured  and  destroyed  nine  sailing-vesseb,  and 
took  a  few  prisoners.     Some  of  the  men  had  disobeyed  their  superior 
and   committed  depredations  upon  the  residents  of  Staten  Island,  for 
which  they  suffered  severe  punishment.     Lord  Stirling  required  all  stolen 
property  returned   to   Rev.   James  Caldwell  of  Elizabeth,  who  was  to 
return  it  to  the  owners.     Washington,  who  had  in  general  orders  wained 
the  whole  army  against  robbing  the  inhabitants  on  any  pretext  whatever, 
taught  wholesome  moral  lessons  by  his  treatment  of  incorrigible  offendeis 
Thatcher  says  in  his  journal  that  death  was  inflicted,  in  some  aggravated 
instances,  for  the  crime  of  robbery,  but  that  the  penalty  usually,  after  • 
fair  trial,  and  conviction  by  a  court-martial,  was  public  whipping.  ^ 
keepiiig  with  the  practice  of  the  times  in  both  England  and  America. 


FORAYS  INTO  NEW  JERSEY.  233 

Ten  days  later  the  British  crossed  the  ice  in  the  night,  one  party  visit- 
ing Newark,  and  another  entering  Elizabeth  about  the  same  hour. 
The  Newark  Academy,  on  the  upper  green,  was  burned,  several 
houses  plundered,  and  thirty-four  prisoners  taken,  among  whom  was  Judge 
Joseph  Hedden,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  whom  they  com- 
pelled to  walk  to  Paulus  Hook  in  his  night-shirt;  he  died  a  few  days 
subsequently  in  consequence  of  the  exposure.  At  Elizabeth  the  court- 
house and  the  Presbjrterian  Church  were  burned,  a  number  of  dwellings 
plundered,  and  a  few  prominent  men  carried  off  as  prisoners.  The  guard, 
under  Major  Eccles,  numbering  about  sixty,  was  captured  on  the  start. 
The  guides  of  the  enemy  were  natives  of  Elizabeth,  familiar  with  all  the 
roads,  and  knew  all  the  residents  of  the  town. 

Washington  sent  General  St.  Clair  on  the  27th  to  investigate  the  situ- 
ation, and  re-establish  guards  along  the  shore  of  the  frozen  waters  of  the 
bay.  But  in  spite  of  all  precautions  Bahway  was  visited  on  the  30th  by 
a  band  of  refugees,  and  a  pleasure-party  broken  up  without  warning. 
Eight  men  were  seized  and  carried  off,  several  young  ladies  robbed  of  all 
their  jewelry,  and  among  other  trophies  three  handsome  sleighs  and  ten 
fine  horses  were  taken  to  New  York  City  on  the  ice.  On  the  10th  of  Feb- 
maiy  another  foray  into  Elizabeth  by  a  circuitous  route  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  five  or  six  citizens,  and  the  plundering  of  as  many  good  houses, 
of  which  were  the  old  mansion  of  Governor  Belcher,  and  the  residence 
of  William  Peartree  Smith  and  his  son-in-law,  Elisha  Boudinot,  who  were 
fbitanately  out  of  town.  The  war,  degenerating  into  midnight  robberies, 
had  tndned  and  let  loose  upon  society  a  class  of  murderous  thieves,  who, 
imder  the  cover  of  British  protection  and  the  pretense  of  serving  the  king, 
(omished  a  chapter  of  horrors  which  could  never  be  forgotten  by  the  peo- 
ple of  that  generation.  It  was  impossible  to  guard  the  whole  long  stretch 
of  shore,  and  while  the  ice  lasted  the  nights  seemed  chiefly  devoted  to 
bsrbaious  raids.  At  Morristown  the  utmost  precaution  against  a  surprise 
w  maintained.  Pickets  were  thrown- out  towards  the  Hudson  and  the 
Rsntan,  and  the  firing  of  a  gun  in  the  distance  would  be  answered  by 
diflchaiges  along  the  whole  line  of  sentinels  to  the  camp  and  headquarters. 
On  sadi  occasions  Washington's  life-guard,  commanded  by  William 
Gol&x,  grandfather  of  Schuyler  Colfax,  housed  in  log-huts  near  at  hand, 
woidd  rush  to  the  Ford  Mansion,  barricade  the  doors,  and  throw  up  the 
^wnldows ;  five,  with  muskets  ready  for  action,  were  generally  stationed  at 
•feiy  window  behind  drawn  curtains,  until  the  troops  from  camp  could 
be  aaaembled  and  the  cause  of  the  alarm  discovered.  Mrs.  Washington 
ml  the  other  ladies  were  obliged  to  lie  in  bed,  sometimes  for  hours,  with 
thdr  looiDS  filled  with  guards,  and  the  keen  wintiy  winds  blowing 
tlnoQg^  the  house 
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Aa  the  intensity  of  the  cold  abated,  and  supplies  became  more  abundant, 
the  spirits  of  the  army  revived.  The  youthful  Alexander  Hamilton  wu 
the  life  of  Washington's  household.  He  had  been  aide-de-camp  and  secre- 
tary to  the  commaader-in-chief  since  March,  1777,  and  had  won  apeclAl 
favor  and  confidence.  His  Scotch  strength  and  French  vivacity,  his  grace- 
ful manners  and  witty  speeches,  were  a  perpetual  attractioiL  His  figure 
was  alight,  erect,  and  expressive,  his  complexion  boyishly  fair,  and  his  fea- 

tniea  lighted  with  intd- 
ligence  and  sweetnen. 
He  wore  his  powdered 
hair  thrown  back  froiD 
his  forehead 'and  coed 
in  the  back,  and  \b& 
dress  was  faulUeasly 
el^ant  on  all  occa- 
sions. He  presided 
at  the  head  ofWuh- 
ingtoa's  taUe,  andms 
usually  the  smallest  as 
well  as  the  yonngot 
man  present  Wuh- 
ington  sat  upon  <hm 
side,  with  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington at  his  rigfal 
hand.  Hamilton  bad 
already  evinced  ei- 
'  ceptional  aptitude  for 
the  solution  of  SnsO' 
cial  problems,  and  the 
originali^  of  bis  opinions  induced  the  general  belief  that  he  possessid 
the  highest  order  of  genius.  As  an  individual  he  probably  inspind 
warmer  attachments  among  his  friends  and  more  bitter  hatred  ^m  his 
foM  than  any  oUier  man  in  New  York  history. 

An  event  oocurreit  in  February  which  colored  the  whole  life  of  tbe 
(bture  3Ut«8man  and  jurist  Elizabeth  Schuyler,  one  of  the  daughlen  of 
G«ne[ml  Philip  Schuyler,  came  to  Morristown  to  spend  the  spring  montb 
with  ber  aunt,  Mrs.  Dr.  Cochrane,  then  residing  in  a  cottage  near  beid- 
quMtera.  She  was  a  beauty  and  a  belle :  small.  deUcately  formed,  witi 
t  bewibdung  (k^  illuminated  by  brilliant  black  eyea.  No  young  Wj 
of  ber  time  had  he^n  moiv  caivfully  educatc^l  or  more  highly  bred  S^ 
fiUfate^  home  in  Albanv  had  alwavsi  bM>ji  the  resort  of  all  that  wu  ow^ 
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cnltiTsted  and  polished  in  the  social  life  of  what  Walpole  styled  "tlm 
proud  and  opulent  colony  of  New  York  " ;  and  its  courtly  bospitalitics 
had  been  from  time  to  time  enjoyed  by  notable  representatives  of  tlie 
Old-World  arifltocracy.  She  was  descended  not  only  from  a  long  line 
of  Schuylers,  but  from  the  Van  Reusselaeis,  Van  Cortlandts,  and  Livings- 
tons —  the  great  feudal  lords  of  the  Colonial  period  —  which,  it  being  still 
the  age  when  the  distinctions  of  tank  and  caste  were  held  in  severe 
respect,  lent  an  added 
interest  to  her  penooal 
chainu.  She  came 
like  a  fresh  flower  into 
the  dreariness  of  that 
winter  scene  of  frost, 
alarm,  and  despond- 
ency ;  and  Hamilton 
WW  presently  her  de- 
voted lover.  Erelong 
General  Philip  Schuy- 
ler himself  arrived 
at  headquarters,  the 
cfaainnan  of  a  com- 
mittee &om  Congress, 
empowered  to  act  in 
the  name  of  that  body 
ftH'TBrionsand  definite 
objects  relative  to  the 
ve-enlistment  of  troops 
•od  the  exigencies  of 
tike  ctnnii^  campaign, 
•xpMtiDg  to  remain 
with  the  army  all  summer.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Schuyler,  ami 
with  their  sanction  the  youthful  pair  were  betrothed,  being  inanied  the 
ficJknring  December. 

The  Bcoompliflhed  Kitty  Livingston,  daughter  of  the  governor,  passi-.! 
the  eariy  part  of  the  winter  in  PhiUdelphia,  and  returned  to  "  LiU*il>' 
Hall,'  under  the  escort  of  General  Schuyler,  while  on  his  route  to  Moms- 
town.  She  wrote  to  her  sister,  Mrs.  Jay,  iu  Madrid,  of  the  admiratii.u 
fte  wife  of  ChanceUor  LiviI:^^ton — now  in  Congress  —  had  elicited  iu 
ftfldMphia,  and  of  her  intimacy  with  Mrs.  Robert  Morris.  She  said 
Otloael  Mor^tn  Lewis,  who  was  married  in  May.  ITVO,  at  Clenuont.  to 
~  the  sister  of  Chancellor  Livingstou,  had  purchased  a  liuusf  in 
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Albany ;  and  that  Lady  Mary  and  Robert  Watts  had  rented  Mrs.  Bichaid 
Montgomery's  farm  for  two  years,  in  order  to  leave  New  York  City. 
She  described  the   French  Minister,  his  secretary,  M.  Marbois,  and  a 
Spanish  dignitary,  Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  all  of  whom  had  wagered  that 
Mrs.  Jay  used  paint  to  produce  the  brilliancy  of  her  complexion,  and 
that  she  would  go  to  plays  on  Sunday  while  in  Spain.     Even  the  Bev. 
Dr.  Witherspoon,  while  pronouncing  Mra  Jay  a  philosopher,  had  inti- 
mated to  the  piquant  Miss  Kitty  that  he  had  been  questioned  upon  the 
subject  of  her  sister's  artificial  coloring.    A  few  months  later  Mra  Boheit 
Morris  wrote  to  Mrs.  Jay  that  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  was  convinced 
of  his  error,  had  gracefully  acquiesced  in  the  loss  of  his  bet,  and  had 
presented  Miss  Kitty  with  a  handsome  dress-cap. 

These  foreign  noblemen  visited  headquarters  in  April,  and  were  received 
with  military  honors.  Washington,  accompanied  by  his  staff,  and  the 
congressional  conmiittee,  conducted  them  to  Orange  Mountain,  to 
obtain  a  distant  view  of  New  York  and  the  position  of  the  enemy; 
and,  mounted  upon  splendid  horses,  with  their  troop  of  aids,  and  servants, 
they  formed  a  striking  cavalcade.  Baron  Steuben  exhibited  the  dis- 
cipline and  tactics  of  the  troops  by  a  grand  review ;  a  large  stage  wis 
erected  in  the  field,  which  Thatcher  says  ''  was  crowded  by  officers,  ladies, 
and  gentlemen  of  distinction  from  the  country,  among  whom  was  Gov- 
ernor Livingston  of  New  Jersey  and  his  lady."  This  display  was  followed 
by  a  ball  in  the  evening  at  the  Morris  Hotel 

Arnold  had  just  been  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  his  irr^^ular  con- 
duct while  in  command  of  Philadelphia,  and  sentenced  to  a  reprimand 
from  the  commander-in-chief,  which  was  administered  with  consummate 
delicacy.  Public  opinion  was  divided  in  his  case.  His  brilliant,  soldieriy 
qualities,  and  his  daring  exploits  spoke  eloquently  in  his  behalf,  while  his 
ostentatious  and  costly  style  of  living,  with  his  debts  and  his  government 
accounts  yet  imsettled,  had  excited  suspicions  of  his  int^frity.  He  had 
occupied  one  of  the  finest  houses  in  the  Quaker  City,  indulged  in  a 
chariot  and  four,  given  splendid  entertainments,  and  was  known  to  have 
made  temporary  use  of  the  public  monejrs  passing  through  his  hands. 
He  had  courted  and  married  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Edward  Shippen* 
afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  was  known  that  the 
family  were  not  well  afiected  to  the  American  cause.  In  the  exercise  of 
his  military  functions  he  had  become  involved  in  disputes  with  the 
State  government,  and  lost  forever  the  confidence  of  that  body.  Noth- 
ing fraudulent  was  proved  against  him,  but  his  course  was  pionoanoed 
imprudent  and  reprehensible.  He  now  appeared  before  the  public  t 
soldier  crippled  in  its  service,  seeking  a  new  appointment;  and  Wash- 
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ington,  knowing  his  abilities,  was  disposed  in  his  favor.     He  subse- 
quently obtained  the  important  command  of  West  Point. 

On  the  12th  of  May,  the  same  day  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  captured 
the  army  under  General  Lincoln  at  Charleston,  Lafayette  arrived  at 
Morristown  by  way  of  Boston,  and  met  with  a  rapturous  greeting 
from  the  entire  army.  Washington  folded  him  in  his  arms  with 
profound  emotion.  There  was  something  singularly  impressive  in  the 
enthusiastic  devotion  of  this  young  French  nobleman  to  a  doubtful 
cause,  in  a  far  distant  land.  His  second  coming  was  the  more  wel- 
come since  it  had  been  generally  predicted  that  he  would  never  return. 
He  brought  the  glad  tidings  of  a  French  army  already  upon  the  Atlantic, 
sent  to  aid  America  in  the  ensuing  campaign.  Remaining  at  headquar- 
ters but  one  day,  he  hastened  to  Philadelphia,  as  he  was  charged  with 
messages  from  his  government  to  Congress. 

By  no  one  was  he  received  with  more  cordial  grace  than  the  brilliant 
and  versatile  Oouvemeur  Morris,  who  complimented  him  with  one  of  his 
characteristic  dinners,  at  which  the  arts  of  conversation  were  displayed  to 
the  greatest  advantage.  Morris  was  particularly  happy  in  his  intercourse 
with  foreigners ;  he  was  a  man  of  pleasure,  generous,  gay,  original,  spark- 
ling with  humor,  and  polite  to  a  fault,  and  with  his  convivial  and  social 
qualities  was  united  a  marvelous  genius  for  affairs.  But  like  his  Morris 
ancestry,  with  whom  the  reader  is  familiar,  he  aboimded  in  whimsical 
peculiarities.  He  owned  a  famous  pair  of  gray  horses,  which,  when 
brought  to  the  door  in  front  of  his  stylish  phaeton,  he  insisted,  with 
immoderate  expletives,  should  stand  unrestrained  by  either  groom  or  rein 
while  he  mounted  to  his  seat  The  next  morning,  after  the  banquet  given 
to  Lafayette,  they  ran  away  with  him,  throwing  him  upon  the  Philadelphia 
pavement  with  such  violence  that  his  leg  was  broken,  and  subsequently 
amputated  just  below  the  knee.  It  was  esteemed  an  "irreparable  misfor- 
taney"  and  sympathy  was  extended  from  every  quarter.  The  day  after 
the  accident  a  clerical  friend  called  to  offer  consolation,  and  dwelt  at 
some  length  upon  the  good  effects  which  the  melancholy  event  would 
be  likely  to  produce  upon  the  moral  character  of  a  young  man,  when 
Ifonris  interrupted  him  with  the  remark,  "  My  good  sir,  you  aigue  the 
matter  so  handsomely,  and  point  out  so  clearly  the  advantage  of  being 
without  1^,  that  I  am  almost  tempted  to  part  with  the  other." 

It  was  three  or  four  months  before  he  was  able  to  leave  his  room,  and 
Us  quick  preceptions,  fertility  of  resources,  and  energetic  counsels  were 
severely  missed  by  Congress  in  that  crisis.  The  machinery  of  credit, 
p^ier  circulation,  and  forced  certificates,  had  run  its  race,  and  was  about 
tamhling  into  ruins ;  the  impending  danger  to  the  whole  national  fabric 
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was  manifest  to  all,  while  how  to  avert  it  was  the  problem  no  one  yet  could 
solve.  Congress  adopted  vigorous  resolutions  for  raising  money  and 
troops,  and  the  State  governments  made  laws,  but  the  execution  of  either 
was  attended  with  innumerable  delays.  Individuals  contributed  largely 
to  the  public  funds ;  and  ladies  in  various  parts  of  the  country  started 
subscriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  army.  In  the  meati  time  there  was 
a  famine.  The  soldiers  had  no  bread.  Washington  knew  not  which 
way  to  turn.  New  Jersey  was  exhausted  through  the  long  residence 
of  the  army.  New  York  by  legislative  coercion  had  given  all  she  could 
spare  from  the  subsistence  of  her  inhabitants.  Virginia  was  sufficiently 
taxed  to  supply  the  South.  Maryland  and  Delaware  had  made  great 
exertion,  and  might  perhaps  do  more.  Pennsylvania  was  represented  as 
full  of  flour,  and  Washington  finally  made  a  powerful  appeal  to  Jose}^ 
Reed,  president  of  her  executive  council  "All  our  departments  are 
without  money  or  credit,  all  our  operations  are  at  a  stand,"  he  wrote; 
"  the  patience  of  the  soldiery  is  wearing  out,  and  we  see  in  every  line  d 
the  army  features  of  mutiny  and  sedition.  Any  idea  you  can  fonn 
of  our  distress  will  fall  short  of  the  reality.  We  can  no  longer  dnidge 
on  in  the  old  way.  Unless  a  new  system,  very  different  from  that  which 
has  a  long  time  prevailed  be  immediately  adopted  throughout  the  States, 
our  affairs  must  soon  become  desperate  beyond  the  possibility  of  economy." 
His  letter  procured  supplies,  Ijut  not  on  flying  railway  trains ;  ere  laden 
wa^'ons  moved  slowly  across  the  country,  two  Connecticut  regiments 
paraded  under  arms,  announcing  their  resolve  to  return  home  or  procure 
food  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  No  other  man  than  Washington 
could  have  grappled  with  and  overcome  these  difficulties.  He  not  only 
retained  the  mutineers  in  service,  but  restrained  them  with  discipline, 
managing  with  such  consummate  discretion  as  to  command  their  affec- 
tion while  winning  the  confidence  of  the  whole  country. 

On  the  28th  of  May  the  official  report  of  the  surrender  of  Charleston 
was  received  at  headquarters.     About  the  same  time  New  Jeisev 
refugees  in  New  York  City  represented  to  Knyphausen  that  the 
troops  under  Washington   were   hopelessly  discontented  and  mutinous, 
and  that  the  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey  had  become  so  tired  of  the  vexa- 
tious  compulsory  requisitions  for  the  support   of  the  army,  that  they 
would  seize  the  opportunity  to  throw  off  their  allegiance  to  Congress  if 
a  British  force  was  sent  to  their  assistance.     Believing  this,  the  German 
veteran  ordered  nineteen  regiments  into  the  much-afflicted  State  across 
the  Hudson.     They  sailed  to  Staten  Island  on  the  6th  of  June, 
crossing  in  the  night  to  Elizabethtown  Point     Early  the  next 
morning  the  whole  force  was  in  motion,  commanded  by  Knyphausen. 
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The  sun  was  rising  in  a  clear  sky  as  the  '*  Queen's  Bangers/'  a  splendid 
body  of  dragoons,  mounted  on  very  laige  and  beautiful  horses,  with  drawn 
swords  and  glitteiing  helms,  entered  the  village  of  Elizabeth,  followed  by 
the  infantry,  "  every  man  clad  in  new  uniforms,  complete  in  panoply,  and 
goi^ous  with  burnished  brass  and  polished  steel."  The  whole  body 
numbered  six  thousand. 

But  the  proud  leaders  soon  discovered  their  mistake.  If  the  people 
had  murmured  because  of  the  exactions  of  Washington,  they  had  never 
thought  of  abandoning  the  cause  of  their  country.  The  militia  were  every- 
where out  in  small  parties  to  oppose  them,  and  the  fences  and  the  buslies 
were  ablaze  with  musketry.  The  brigadier  who  commanded  the  van 
was  unhorsed  with  a  fractured  thigh  while  yet  in  Elizabeth,  and  the 
column  was  harassed  all  the  way  to  Connecticut  Farms,  a  distance  of  seven 
miles.  The  troops  of  the  enemy  were  kept  in  perfect  order  during  the 
march,  committing  no  deeds  of  violence.  General  Maxwell  withdrew  his 
brigade  towards  Springfield,  making  a  stand  on  the  rising  ground  back  of 
the  Farms'  village,  and  again  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bah  way  Biver ;  he 
was  joined  by  Colonel  Elias  Dayton,  who  had  retired  from  Elizabeth  before 
the  enemy,  to  their  great  annoyance.  In  the  afternoon  the  militia  flocked 
to  the  defense  from  all  quarters,  and  the  fighting  was  perpetual.  In  the 
midst  of  his  chagrin  at  the  turn  events  were  taking,  Knyphausen  learned 
that  Washington,  hearing  of  the  invasion,  had  thrown  his  whole  force 
into  the  strong  post  of  Short  Hills ;  it  was  also  apparent  that  the  mutinous 
disposition  of  the  American  army  had  vanished  as  soon  as  distress  —  not 
disaffection  —  had  ceased  to  affect  the  mind.  As  night  approached,  heavy 
clouds  loomed  up  in  the  western  sky.  A  retreat  was  ordered,  and  at  ten 
in  the  evening  the  whole  pompous  array  of  horse  and  foot  and  flying 
artillery  retnxl  tlieir  route  of  the  morning,  in  strict  silence,  and  in  the 
midst  of  a  drenching  thunder-storm.  They  had  distinguished  themselves 
by  plundering  and  burning  the  little  village  of  Connecticut  Farms,  and 
by  murdering  the  lovely  wife  of  Rev.  James  Caldwell.  "  Nothing  more 
awful  than  this  retreat  can  be  imagined,"  wrote  one  of  Knyphausen's 
guards,  "  the  rain,  with  the  terrible  thunder  and  lightning,  the  darkness 
of  the  night,  the  houses  at  Connecticut  Farms  in  a  blaze,  the  dead  bodies, 
which  the  light  of  the  fire  or  the  lightning  showed  now  and  then  on  the 
road,  and  the  dread  of  the  enemy,  completed  the  scene  of  horror.  It 
thundered  and  lightened  so  severely  as  to  frighten  the  horses,  and  once  or 
twice  the  whole  army  halted,  being  deprived  of  sight  for  a  time.  General 
Knyphausen's  horse  staited  so  as  to  throw  the  general." 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Caldwi^ll  bad  been  i)a.stor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Elizabeth  until  the  edifice  was  burned  by  the  British,  and  his  position  on 
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the  great  questions  at  issue  was  a  matter  of  public  notoriety ;  he  was 
also  chaplain  of  a  New  Jersey  regiment  EQs  wife  was  Hannah  Ogden, 
the  daughter  of  Judge  John  and  Hannah  Sayre  Ogden  of  Newark.^  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children.  The  circumstances  of  her  murder  an 
variously  stated.  Her  husband  had  entreated  her  in  the  morning  to  seek 
a  place  of  greater  safety  than  the  little  parsonage,  but  she  thought  that 
her  presence  might  serve  to  protect  the  house  from  pillaga  She  was  m 
a  back  room,  holding  an  infant  in  her  arms,  attended  by  her  maid,  when  a 
soldier  jumped  over  the  fence  into  the  yard  and  fired  his  musket  at  her 
through  the  window,  killing  her  instantly.  Whether  it  was  an  act  of 
personal  malice  or  otherwise,  it  shocked  the  whole  American  people,  and 
rendered  the  British  name  more  execrable  than  ever. 

At  "  Liberty  Hall "  the  wife  and  daughters  of  Grovemor  Livingston  spent 
the  day  in  speechless  terror,  as  the  British  troops  passed  in  front  cf 
their  residence,  and  they  could  hear  the  guns  and  see  the  flames  rising 
from  the  church  and  dwellings  at  Connecticut  Farms.     Late  in  the  even- 
ing  some  British  officers  rushed  in  to  take  shelter  from  the  storm,  and 
finally  decided  to  remain  until  morning ;  thus  assured  of  safety,  the  fiunitjr 
retired.    About  midnight  they  were  startled  by  a  sudden  conunotioD 
about  the  house,  caused  by  the  departure  of  the  officers  who  were  hunied 
off  by  unexpected  news.     Soon  afterward  a  band  of  drunken  or  vagabond 
hangers-on  to  the  army  broke  into  the  mansion,  swearing  they  woald 
"  bum  down  the  rebel  house."     The  frightened  ladies  locked  themsekes 
into  a  chamber,  but  their  whereabouts  were  quickly  discovered  and  the 
door  attacked.     As  it  was  likely  to  give  way  before  their  blows,  one  of 
the  governor's  daughters  resolutely  opened  it ;  a  ruffian  grasped  her  arm, 
and  she  with  the  quickness  of  thought  seized  his  collar ;  at  that  instant 
a  flash  of  lightning  illumined  the  scene,  and  the  fellow  staggered  back 
in  a  scared  manner,  thinking  it  the  ghost  of  the  murdered  Mrs.  CaldweD 
whom  he  saw  before  him !    An  old  neighbor  was  presently  recognized 
among  the  men,  to  whom  the  ladies  appealed,  and  through  his  interven- 
tion the  house  was  cleared  of  the  marauders. 

^  Judge  John  Ogden  was  the  brother  of  Colonel  Josiah  Ogden,  who  founded  the  Epiieofil 
Church  of  Newark,  and  of  Rev.  Uzal  Ogden,  D.  D.,  its  first  rector.     He  was  the  sob  rf 
David  Ogden,  who  was  the  son  of  the  David  Ogden  who  manied  Elizabeth  Swaine,  widot 
of  Josiah  Ward,  the  lady  whose  foot  first  rested  upon  Newark  soil  when  the  town  ww  irttW, 
himself  the  son  of  John  Ogden,  one  of  the  principal  founders  of  Elizabeth.     The  Ogden*  ««* 
among  the  most  wealthy  and  influential  families  of  New  Jersey,  but  were  divided  on  the  qs* 
tion  of  independence.     Judge  David  Ogden   of  Newark,  who  had   recently  been  «»■»■    |vv 
sioned  chief  justice  of  the  province  by  the  King,  a  cousin  of  Mrs.  CaldweU*s  father,  wii» 
New  York  with  his  family,  counseling  with  the  enemy,  and  retired  to  No?a  Sootia  at  ^ 
close  of  the  war. 
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distance  to  Elizabethtown  Point.  They  immediately  crossed  to  Staten 
Island,  and  by  midnight  their  bridge  of  boats  was  removed. 

It  was  shortly  apparent  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  no  present  in- 
tention of  navigating  the  Hudson.  The  fleet  under  Admiral  Arbuthnot 
cast  anchor  in  Gardiner's  Bay.  Why  the  British  army,  twice  as  laige  as 
its  adversary,  did  not  strike  some  grand  blow  puzzled  many  a  brain.  But 
Clinton  had  a  scheme  in  view  which  he  believed  would  end  the  war. 
Benedict  Arnold  had  been  in  his  pay  upwards  of  a  year,  and  at  specified 
rates  furnished  material  intelligence.  If  Benedict  Arnold  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  command  of  West  Point,  the  whole  American  army  oodd 
be  purchased  from  his  hand.  The  only  question  at  issue  was  that  of 
price.  Lord  Germain  was  cognizant  of  the  ignoble  plot^  and  promised 
that  all  expenses  would  be  cheerfully  defrayed.  He  wrote  to  Clinton  in 
September,  1779,  that  next  to  the  destruction  of  Washington's  army  the 
gaining  over  influential  oflicers  would  be  the  speediest  means  of  subduing 
the  rebellion. 

Meanwhile  two  important  events  occurred.  Congress,  regardless  of 
the  views  of  Washington,  placed  Gates  on  the  13th  of  June  in  command 
of  the  Southern  department;  and  the  French  fleet,  with  Bochambean 
and  one  division  of  his  army,  entered  the  harbor  of  Newport  on  the  lOlh 
of  July.     Washington  took  post  at  Tappan,  opposite  Dobb's  Ferry. 

Clinton,  while  waiting  for  the  development  of  Arnold's  treachery,  made 
a  journey  by  land  to  Easthampton,  the  extreme  eastern  point  of  Long 
Island,  ostensibly  to  confer  with  the  Admiral  as  to  the  policy  of  an  attack 
upon  the  French  at  Rhode  Island,  but  in  reality  to  enjoy  a  few  weeks  of 
sportive  recreation.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  favorite  aide-de-camp, 
Major  Andrd,  and  several  officers  of  high  rank,  including  Lord  Percy  ^ 

1  Lord  Percy  was  Hugh,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Hugh  Smithson,  Baronet,  who  assamed  the 
surname  of  Percy  on  his  marriage  tx)  Lady  Elizabeth  Seymour,  only  child  of  the  Duke  of 
Somerset,  and  by  act  of  Parliament  was  created  Earl  Percy  and  Duke  of  NorthumberUnd 
October  22,  1766.  Lonl  Percy,  so  well  known  in  New  York,  became  in  1786  second  Dnke 
of  Northumberland.  His  brother,  James  Smithson,  founded,  through  a  bequest  of  $515,169, 
the  Smithsonian  Institute  at  Washington,  for  the  "increase  and  diffusion  of  knowled^ 
among  men  "  ;  he  took  an  honorary  degree  at  Oxford  in  1786  (the  same  year  that  Hugk 
became  a  duke),  and  devoted  his  life  to  scholarship,  often  saying  that  his  name  would  oatJiTf 
those  of  his  family  who  possessed  inherited  titles  and  honors  only.  The  Smithsons  irere  of 
England's  ])roud«\st  nobility,  dating  back  to  the  eleventh  century,  holding  large  estates,  and 
conspicuous  in  all  the  generations  for  intellectual  strength.  The  titles  and  dignities  U 
Knight  and  Baronet  were  conferred  upon  Sir  Hugh  Smithson  in  1660.  The  first  Duke  of 
Northumberland  was  the  fourth  Baronet  in  the  direct  line.  Lord  Percy's  son  Hugh  became 
third  Duke  of  NorthumWrland  in  1817  ;  he  was  succeeded  as  fourth  Duke  by  his  brother 
Algenion,  the  late  Viceroy  of  Ireland,  in  1847.  The  present  Duke  of  Northumberland  is  a 
Smithson,  although  not  in  the  direct  descent  from  Lord  Percy,  and  his  galaxy  of  annorial 
bearings,  representing  the  distinguishect  alliances  of  his  ancestry,  number  nearly  nine  boB* 
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and  Lord  Cathcart  Sir  William  Erskine  was  in  command  of  Eastern 
Long  Island,  with  headquarters  at  Southampton,  but  Sir  Henry  and  his 
suite  were  billeted  upon  Colonel  Abraham  Gardiner,  whose  mansion  at 
Easthampton  was  the  largest  and  finest  in  the  r^on ;  its  garret  had  a 
trap-door,  and  was  used  to  confine  prisoners.  The  chief  pastime  of  the 
party  was  deer-himting.^  The  son  of  their  host,  Dr.  Nathaniel  Grardi- 
ner,  surgeon  of  a  New  Hampshire  raiment,  came  home  on  a  furlough 
during  their  stay,  cutting  his  visit  short,  however,  when  he  discovered  t^e 
character  of  his  father's  guests.  The  family  thought  his  presence  theii* 
own  secret  until  the  morning  following  his  departure,  when  Major  Andr^ 
expressed  his  regiet  at  not  having  been  able  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
the  young  surgeon,  as,  had  he  done  so,  duty  would  have  obliged  him  to 
cause  his  arrest  as  a  spy.  A  messenger  appeared  one  rainy  August 
morning  with  a  letter  from  Arnold,  and  before  noou  Sir  Henry  was  on 
his  route  to  the  city.  Andr^,  upon  leaving,  exchanged  wineglasses  with 
Colonel  Grardiner,  taking  two  from  his  camp-chest,  and  receiving  two  from 
the  table  in  return.    These  mementos  are  still  preserved  by  the  family.^ 

America  quivered  with  disappointment  as  the  summer  slipped  by 
without  military  movements.  Washington's  feeble  army  was  unprepared 
to  act  with  the  French  immediately  upon  their  arrival ;  and  the  second 
division  of  Bochambeau's  army  were  blockaded  by  the  British  at  Brest, 
and  unable  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  The  idle  troops  of  the  king  amused 
themselves  with  forays  into  the  coimtry,  and  th^  patriots  injured  the 
enemy  whenever  they  had  an  opportunity.  Now  and  then  daring 
exploits  were  planned  and  executed  for  the  relief  of  prisoners,  as  in  the 
of  Greneral  Silliman  and  Judge  Jones,  the  historiaiL  The  former 
captured  by  a  party  of  refugees  at  his  house  in  Fairfield,  May,  1779, 
iDd  carried  to  New  York.  There  being  no  officer  in  possession  of  the 
Americans  whom  the  British  would  accept  in  exchange  for  Silliman,  a 
bold  and  successful  expedition  into  Long  Island  was  projected  in  No- 
vember for  the  capture  of  Judge  Jones,  who  was  residing  quietly  at  his 
eoontiy-eeat,  at  Fort  Neck,  and  he  was  taken  to  the  home  of  Mrs.  Silli- 
thence  to  Middletown.     It  was  the  27th  of  April,  1780,  before  the 


indt  aBKiiig  which  mre  those  of  several  younger  branches  of  the  Royal  family  of  England,  the 

of  France,  Castile,  Leon,  and  Scotland,  and  the  ducal  houae  of  Normandy 
Britteny  —  heraldic  honors  almost  without  a  paralleL 
I  8m  Vol.  I.  506. 

'  DltTid  Gardiner,  the  grandson  of  (^olonel  Abraham  Gardiner,  was  several  years  in  public 
;  he  was  killed  by  the  explosion  of  a  gun  opposite  Mount  Vernon  in  1844,  while  on  a  pleas- 
trip  by  invitation  of  the  President.     Two  cabinet  ministers  and  three  other  distinguished 
instantly  killed  at  the  same  time,  and  the  six  were  buried  from  the  Ezecu- 
A  few  months  afterward  Julia,  the  beautiftU  daughter  of  David  Gardiner,  was 
to  Johii  T^ler,  President  of  the  United  States. 
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exchange  was  finally  effected,  and  both  gentlemen  restored  to  their 
A  volume  might  be  filled  with  the  thrilling  incidents,  hair-breadth  es- 
capes, and  harrowing  triak  of  the  people  within  fifty  miles  of  the  metrop- 
olis during  this  period  of  inaction.  The  neutrals  suffered  more  if  possiUe 
than  the  violent  partisans,  being  persecuted  by  both  parties.  Washington's 
forces  were  changing  along  the  Hudson  like  a  kaleidoscope.  Baron  Steuben 
had  wrought  wonders.  Every  man  and  every  horse  knew  his  place  and 
his  duty.  Such  was  the  perfection  of  detail  in  the  r^ulations  that  the 
whole  army,  occupying  an  extent  of  several  miles,  could  be  put  in  motion 
and  take  up  the  line  of  march  in  less  than  an  hour.  The  season  was  sickly, 
great  dearth  of  food  was  frequent^  the  ranks  were  thin,  and  nearly  eveiy 
man  had  a  grievance.  But  a  hopeful  spirit  was  maintained  throng^ 
the  judicious  policy  of  Washington,  who,  whatever  his  forebodings,  never 
lost  self-command.  He  was  essentially  aided  by  Greene,  whose  character 
and  bearing  created  confidence  and  enthusiasm.  Lord  Stirling  was  an- 
other officer  whose  example  was  a  perpetual  source  of  strength  and  inqii- 
ration ;  the  troops  were  proud  of  his  martial  appearance,  and  boastfoHj 
compared  his  courtly  dignity  with  the  brusque  mannerism  of  many  fo^ 
eign  generals,  although  the  laugh  occasionally  went  round  at  his  expense 
on  account  of  his  supposed  ambition  of  the  title  of  lordship ;  the  stoij 
was  told,  how,  at  the  execution  of  a  soldier  for  desertion,  the  poor  criminal 
called  out,  "  Lord,  have  mercy  on  me ! "  and  Stirling  responded  with 
warmth,  "  I  won't,  you  rascal !  I  won't  have  mercy  on  you."  The 
elegant  dragoons  of  Colonel  Henry  Lee  were  the  admiration  of  the  army; 
not  England  herself  could  exhibit  a  better-disciplined,  more  stylishly 
equipped,  or  finer-looking  body  than  these  gallant  Virginians.  And  the 
lively  concern  evinced  by  the  French  affected  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
American  army  like  a  charm. 

Eager  expectation,  however,  succeeded  suddenly  to  deep  despondency. 
News  came  from  South  Carolina  early  in  September  that  Grates  had  been 
totally  defeated  on  the  19th  of  August  by  Lord  Comwallis  in  a  general 
action  near  Camden,  with  the  loss  of  forty-eight  American  officers,  and 
that  the  brave  Baron  De  Kalb  had  been  killed  while  leading  the  Mary- 
land and  Delaware  troops  into  battle.  This  mortifying  disaster  opened 
the  eyes  of  Congress  at  last  to  the  fact  that  a  man  could  be  a  skillful 
intriguer  and  yet  no  soldier.  In  the  midst  of  the  general  sorrow  the 
army  paid  the  final  tribute  of  respect  to  the  amiable  and  popular  (Jeneral 
Enoch  Poor,  who  had  died  of  fever.  On  the  17th  Washington,  accom- 
panied by  Lafayette  and  Hamilton,  left  headquarters  for  Hartford,  to 
meet  and  confer  with  Rochambeau  and  his  generals,  who  were  to  ride  to 
that  point  from  Bhode  Island.    Arnold  proceeded  in  his  barge  to  meet 
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Washington  at  Kingfs  Feny,  crossing  the  Hudson  in  full  view  of  the 
VuUure,  anchored  below.  He  was  in  possession  of  a  letter  concerning  the 
property  opposite  West  Point  which  had  been  confiscated  to  the  State  of 
New  York ;  and  he  urged  in  vain  for  permission  to  receive  an  agent  from 
Colonel  Beverley  Bobinson,  its  former  owner,  on  the  subject  Hamilton 
said  it  was  strange  that  Bobinson  should  attempt  to  confer  with  a 
military  officer  upon  a  question  belonging  to  the  civil  authority  alone ! 
LafiEiyette  in  a  tone  of  pleasantry  asked  Arnold  to  ascertain  as  soon  as 
possible  —  since  he  was  in  correspondence  with  the  enemy  —  what  had 
become  of  the  French  squadron  so  anxiously  expected.  Had  Washing- 
ton consented  to  Arnold's  appeal,  the  conference  with  Andr6  would  have 
been  conducted  under  a  flag  of  truce,  seemingly  authorized  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. 

No  event  in  modem  history  has  been  more  discussed  than  the  treason  of 
Benedict  Arnold.  The  character  of  the  man  who  could  deliberately  under- 
take to  destroy  the  life  of  a  nation  at  a  stipulated  price  is  a  curious  study. 
He  seems  to  have  possessed  exceptional  will-power,  imlimited  audacity, 
bolerable  acquirements,  an  excitable  imagination,  a  cold  heart,  inordinate 
Bftlfishneas,  singularly  captivating  manners,  great  personal  magnetism,  an 
initable  temper,  and  a  cruel  disposition.  He  excelled  in  a  certain  order 
of  military  ability,  but  lacked  all  the  moral  qualities  which  go  to  make 
fche  hero.  His  patriotism  was  a  splendid  piece  of  deception  from  first  to 
last  He  plunged  into  the  Bevolution  as  he  would  have  dashed  into  a 
jungle  for  game,  with  an  eye  to  the  rewards.  He  had  no  sense  of  duty 
or  military  honor.  He  was  capable  of  taking  the  most  solemn  oath  with 
tli6  full  intention  of  perjury  in  his  soul.  He  could  lead  brave  men  up  to 
die  cannon's  mouth  with  an  irresistible  fascination,  and  then  coolly  turn 
Eoand  and  sell  them  bodily,  with  all  they  held  dear  on  earth,  to  the  enemy. 
TbB  plea  that  he  was  driven  to  the  perpetration  of  an  impardonable  crime 
bj  a  series  of  acts  of  injustice  has  no  basis  in  point  of  fact  He  was 
iqgered  by  his  failure  to  extort  money  from  Congress  which  he  claimed 
M  hia  due,  and  became  nearly  furious  when  charged  by  the  civil  author- 
itiflB  of  Philadelphia  with  resorting  to  improper  means  to  obtain  money. 
Bat  under  the  assumption  of  injured  innocence  he  was  striving  to  hide 
ID  already  maturing  criminal  scheme  of  overwhelming  magnitude.  Had 
be  ever  been  a  man  of  honor,  worthy  of  high  trusts,  no  wrongs  could  have 
iiiven  him  into  foigetfulness  of  the  supreme  sanctity  of  obligations.  A 
l^inmer  of  the  blackness  of  his  nature  was  discernible  in  all  stages  of  his 
;  and  now  he  was  to  make  his  final  plunge  into  everlasting  infamy. 

The  pictme  of  Arnold  hastening  to  bring  about  the  comtemplated 
with  Andr^  while  Washington  was  in  Hartford  is  one  of  the 
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most  dark  and  repulsive  of  the  Bevolution.  The  preUminaries  were  all 
arranged ;  the  interview  was  to  dose  the  bargain.  Arnold  had  intimated 
in  a  letter  to  Clinton,  August  30,  that  "  speculation  might  be  made  with 
ready  money."  At  midnight  of  the  21st,  Arnold  sat  upon  his  horse  among 
the  fir-trees  at  the  foot  of  a  shadowy  hill  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson, 
in  waiting  attitude.  A  boat  with  muffled  oars  approached  cautioosly 
from  the  Vviture,  and  Andre  presently  stepped  forth,  wrapped  in  a  blue 
cloak.  Arnold  received  him  politely,  and  the  two  conversed  until  day- 
break. Their  business  not  being  completed,  they  rode  through  Haveistnw 
village  to  the  house  of  Joshua  Hett  Smith,  whose  family  were  absent 
Here  they  concluded  arrangements.  Arnold  was  to  distribute  tk 
'  garrison  at  West  Point  in  such  a  manner  as  to  destroy  its  effi- 
ciency. Clinton  was  to  bring  his  army  to  the  siege  in  person,  and  it  was 
decided  in  what  manner  to  surprise  the  reinforcement  which  Washington 
would  doubtless  himself  conduct  Arnold  returned  in  his  barge ;  while 
Andr^,  with  sketches  of  the  routes  and  passes  which  were  to  be  left  un- 
guarded, together  with  a  plan  of  the  fortifications  of  West  Pointy  and  the 
number  of  the  garrison,  cannon,  and  stores,  all  in  the  handwriting  of  Arnold, 
crossed  the  Hudson  at  King's  Ferry  in  the  night,  conducted  by  Smith, 
and  commenced  his  journey  to  New  York  by  land.  The  Vulture  had  been 
obliged  to  shift  her  anchorage  during  the  day  through  the  sharp  fire  of  a 
party  of  Americans ;  thus  Smith  refused  to  risk  the  attempt  to  row  Andre 
back  to  the  sloop  of  war,  but  accompanied  him  on  horseback  as  far  as 
Pine's  Bridge  over  tl^e  Croton  River.  About  an  hour  before  noon  on  the 
23d,  when  just  above  Tarrytown,  Andr6  was  stopped  by  three  men,  and 
the  fatal  papers  were  discovered  in  his  stockings ;  despite  his  magnani- 
mous bids  for  release,  he  was  taken  to  North  Castle  and  delivered  to  the 
commandant  of  that  post,  who  was  induced  by  him  to  dispatch  an  ex- 
press to  Arnold  with  intelligence  of  his  capture. 

Washington,  returning  from  Hartford,  where  nothing  had  been  settled 
in  the  way  of  future  operations  for  lack  of  superiority  at  sea,  changed  his 
route  to  spend  the  night  in  FishkilL  The  next  morning  he  was  in  the 
saddle  early,  and  sent  a  messenger  in  advance  to  inform  Mrs.  Arnold 
that  he  should  do  himself  the  pleasure  of  breakfasting  with  hen  When 
within  a  mile  of  "  Beverley,"  he  turned  aside  to  inspect  some  redoubts, 
two  of  the  aids  galloping  forward  to  the  house  with  a  message  from  him 
that  the  meal  should  not  be  delayed. 

Arnold  and  his  family  accordingly  gathered  at  the  breakfast-table. 
The  traitor  was  not  in  a  happy  mood.  Washington's  presence  sooner 
than  anticipated  was  inopportune,  to  say  the  least.  This  was  the  very 
day  for  the  ships  of  Clinton,  ready  and  waiting  for  Andre,  to  ascend  the 
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river.  Suddenly  a  hoiseman  rode  into  the  door-yard,  and  Arnold  received 
the  letter  with  information  of  Andre's  capture,  and  that  the  papers 
found  upon  his  person  had  been  forwarded  to  Washington  on  the  road 
from  Hartford.  Thus  the  mine  which  Arnold  had  prepared  for  others 
was  about  to  explode  under  his  own  feet  With  superlative  self-control 
he  remarked  that  he  had  been  summoned  to  West  Point,  beckoned  his 
wife  from  the  table  for  a  woid  in  private,  ordered  the  messenger  to 
keep  silence,  on  pain  of  death,  and  leaping  upon  the  fellow's  horse 
dashed  down  the  slope  to  his  barge,  and  escaped.  The  communication 
had  missed  Washington  because  of  his  change  of  route,  but  he  received 
it  on  his  return  from  West  Point  later  in  the  morning.  The  revelation 
was  appalling.  Hamilton  was  sent  upon  a  fleet  horse  to  order  the  guns 
at  Verplanck's  Point  turned  upon  Arnold's  baige;  but  he  had  already 
passed  in  safety,  and  was  on  board  the  Vviture,  The  extent  of  the 
treason  being  unknown,  an  alarm  was  sounded  in  every  division  of  the 
army ;  at  three  o'clock  next  morning  Greene  held  the  entire  force  at  Tap- 
pan  in  waiting  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.  An  unspeakable 
di^ust  took  possession  of  the  American  soul  as  the  facts  came  to  light ; 
and  the  man  who  had  so  nearly  sold  for  a  paltry  sum  of  money  all  that 
had  been  won  through  labor  and  hardship,  through  blood  and  anguish, 
through  a  spirit  of  heroism  and  love  of  country  superior  to  bribery  and 
corruption,  was  held  in  universal  detestation. 

Mrs.  Arnold  was  believed  innocent  of  any  knowledge  of  her  husband's 
crime  up  to  the  moment  of  his  flight,  and  treated  in  her  apparently  ago- 
nudng  distress  with  the  utmost  consideration  by  Washington  and  his 
oificers.  Within  a  few  days  she  was  furnished  with  a  passport  and  an 
escort  of  horse,  and  started  for  her  father's  house  in  Philadelphia.  She 
stopped  on  her  way  in  Paramus,  at  the  home  of  the  charming  Mrs.  Pre- 
vogt^  afterwards  Mrs.  Aaron  Burr,  where  Colonel  Burr  was  at  the  time  a 
guest,  and  is  said  by  Iiitti  to  have  given  a  lively  narration  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  she  deceived  Washington,  Hamilton,  and  others,  and  per- 
sonated the  outraged  and  frantic  woman.  Colonel  Burr's  relations  with 
tlie  Shippen  family  had  been  of  the  most  intimate  character  from  child- 
hood, and  he  kept  Mrs.  Arnold's  secret  imtil  she  was  past  being  harmed 
bj  the  telling  of  it. 

Major  Andr^  wrote  to  Washington  frankly  stating  that  he  was  the 
■djntant-general  of  the  British  army,  but  no  spy.  He  said  he  had  been 
dEBwn  into  a  snare,  not  intending  to  enter  the  American  lines.  But  a 
midnight  mission  in  a  borrowed  garb  and  under  an  assumed  name, 
if  be  did  not  intend  to  subject  himself  to  danger,  was  not  according 
to  the  chivalry  of  modem  warfare.    He  was  ordered  to  *'  Beverley,"  and 
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thence  conducted  by  Colonel  Tallmadge  to  Tappan,  where  on  the  29th  he 
was  tried  before  a  board  of  officers  consisting  of  Greene,  Lord  Stirling, 
St.  Clair,  Lafayette,  Steuben,  Howe,  Parsons,  James  Clinton,61oY6r, 
^  ^'  Knox,  Stark,  Hand,  Huntington,  and  John  Lawrence — the  judge 
advocate  general — all  men  of  the  highest  character.  Upon  his  own  confes- 
sion, without  the  examination  of  a  witness,  and  after  showing  him  eveiy 
indulgence,  this  tribimal  reported  that  he  was  in  efifect  a  spy,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  of  war  in  all  countries  should  sufifer  death.  On  the 
30th,  Washington  approved  the  sentence  and  ordered  it  to  be  carried  into 
effect  Sir  Henry  Clinton  solicited  Andre's  release  on  the  ground  of  his 
having  been  protected  by  "  a  flag  of  truce  and  passports,"  but  Washingtcm 
inclosed  the  report  of  the  board  of  inquiry,  saying,  that  "  Major  Andr^  was 
employed  in  the  execution  of  measures  very  foreign  to  flags  of  trace,  and 
such  as  they  were  never  meant  to  authorize."  Clinton  requested  a  con- 
ference, and  sent  General  Eobertson  and  two  civilians  to  Dobb's  Feny, 
who  were  met  by  General  Greene  and  stafi*,  but  Bobertson  only  was 
allowed  to  land.  He  had  nothing  material  to  urge  except  that  Andi^ 
was  under  the  sanction  of  a  flag  —  which  was  untrue,  Andr^  having  come 
on  shore  in  the  night  on  business  totally  incompatible  with  the  nature  d 
of  a  flag  —  and  spoke  of  freeing  Andr^  by  an  exchange.  Greene  replied 
that  Arnold,  then,  must  be  given  up.  Bobertson  absurdly  gave  Greene  an 
open  letter  from  Arnold,  filled  with  insolent  threats  of  retaliation  should 
Andr6  suffer  death ;  this  was  conveyed  to  Washington,  but  ignored  with 
silent  contempt.  As  for  Andr^,  his  fate  excited  universal  commiseration. 
His  virtues  and  his  graces,  his  youth,  his  accomplishments,  h\a  high  posi- 
tion, and  his  engaging  manners  rendered  him  an  object  of  romantic  in- 
terest. P>en  Washington  was  greatly  moved.  And  yet  Andre's  erranJ 
had  been  unmistakably  to  buy  with  gold  what  British  steel  could  not  con- 
quer ;  and  concealed  upon  his  person  had  been  found  the  means  through 
which  the  enormous  crime  was  speedily  to  have  been  consummated.  His 
execution  took  place  on  the  2d  of  October ;  and  the  general  verdict 
of  mankind  has  been  that  no  man  ever  suffered  death  with  more 
justice.  The  firmness  and  delicacy  with  which  he  was  treated  won  the 
respect  of  all  nations.  Thousands  of  pens  have  since  paid  tributes  to  his 
memory.  But  the  civilized  mind  should  have  a  care  about  confounding 
standards  of  diameter  and  conduct.  Andre's  mission  was  neither  heroic 
nor  reputable.     Honors  belong  to  otlier  enterprises  and  deeds. 

Arnold's  career  henceforward  was  a  living  death.  He  took  up  arms 
against  his  countrymen,  but  was  despised  and  neglected  by  all  true  Eng- 
lishmen. His  retribution  elicited  no  pity;  and  he  transmitted  to  his 
children  a  name  of  hateful  celebritv. 
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Sir  Heniy  Clinton  shared  in  the  obloquy  attending  the  treasonable 
conspiracy.  He  wrote  in  anguish  of  spirit  to  Lord  Germain :  ''  Thus  ended 
this  ^posed  plan,  from  which  I  had  conceived  such  great  hopes  and 
imagined  such  vast  consequences."  Germain  himself  lost  public  favor 
through  the  notoriety  of  the  affair,  and  the  Opposition  were  materially 
strengthened.  From  the  day  the  news  of  Arnold's  treason  reached  Par- 
liament the  war  increased  in  impopularity  throughout  England. 

New  York,  the  key  to  the  continent,  which  had  hitherto  so  success- 
fully resisted  the  shock  of  armies,  and  had  now  narrowly  escaped  the 
consequences  of  insidious  operations  by  an  internal  foe  in  league  with  a 
powerful  foreign  enemy,  was  to  taste  still  further  the  bitter  fruits  of 
war.  The  work  of  blood  recommenced  on  a  gigantic  scale  within  her 
northern,  central,  and  western  boiders.  What  her  people  suffered  the 
world  can  never  know.  The  Tories,  who  had  no  future  except  revenge, 
and  the  Indians,  who  were  fighting  for  their  himting-grounds,  marched 
without  baggage  by  secret  paths,  never  knowing  fatigue  or  wanting  for 
ammunition.  Canada  and  the  British  forts  proved  unfailing  arsenals, 
and  this  terrible  enemy  inflicted  calamities  from  the  recital  of  which 
humanity  recoils ;  they  could  at  any  moment  retreat  into  the  illimitable 
forests,  every  foot  of  which  was  familiar  groimd.  A  sudden  irruption 
from  the  north,  and  the  two  forts,  Anne  and  George,  were  captured.  At 
the  same  time  Sir  John  Johnson,  with  Brandt  and  a  half-savage  force, 
laid  waste  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Mohawk.  He  was  defeated  by  Gren- 
eral  Van  Rensselaer  just  as  Governor  Clinton  arrived  on  the  scene  at  the 
head  of  the  New  York  militia.  General  James  Clinton  was  soon  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  Northern  department  For  the  next  two 
years  the  records  of  New  York  were  stained  with  fire  and  blood ;  whole 
families  and  villages  were  sometimes  swept  away  in  a  night  Again  and 
again  were  the  enemy  driven  from  the  soil  by  the  resolute  militia ;  but 
discipline  and  skill  were  powerless  to  protect  the  inhabitants. 

Before  the  year  closed  Greene,  in  whom  Washington  reposed  implicit 
confidence,  succeeded  Gates  in  command  at  the  South,  where  Comwallis 
had  established  a  reign  of  terror.  About  the  same  time  Major  Tallmadge, 
with  eighty  dismoimted  dragoons,  crossed  the  Sound  from  Fairfield,  Con- 
necticnt,  in  the  night,  marched  across  Long  Island  to  Fort  St.  ^     ^ 

*~  Hot.  82. 

George,  at  Coram,  surprised  and  captured  the  garrison,  number- 
ing fifty-four  men,  demolished  the  fortress,  burned  two  armed  vessels, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  hay  and  stores,  and  returned  to  Fairfield  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  man.  Early  in  December  log  huts  once  more  rose 
all  through  the  mountains  around  New  York  City,  except  on  the  side 
towards  the  sea;  the  Pennsylvania  troops  were  cantoned  near  Morris- 
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town ;  the  New  Jersey  line  abont  Pompton ;  the  New  England  divisions 
at  Tappan,  in  the  Highlands,  and  near  the  Connecticut  shore ;  ajid  the 
New-Torkers  at  the  points  of  greatest  danger,  the  exposed  conntiy  near 
Albany,  Saratoga,  and  on  the  Mohawk. 

No  sooner  was  shelter  provided  for  the  army  than  difficulties  cohni- 
nated-*  Men  shivering  in  the  woods  back  of  West  Point  were  obliged  to 
bring  fuel  on  their  backs  from  a  place  a  mile  distant,  while  on  half-allow- 
ance of  bread  and  entirely  without  rum ;  and  they  had  not  been  ^d  for 
twelve  or  fourteen  months.  Thatcher  wrote,  December  10 :  **  For  three 
days  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  food  enough  to  appease  my 
appetite;  we  are  threatened  with  starvation."  Lafayette  said:  "No 
European  army  would  suffer  the  tenth  part  of  what  the  American  troopB 
sufiTer.  It  takes  citizens  to  support  hunger,  nakedness,  toil,  and  the  total 
want  of  pay."  Glover  appealed  to  Massachusetts,  December  11 :  "It  is 
now  four  days  since  your  line  of  the  army  has  eaten  one  mouthful  of 
bread.  We  have  no  money,  nor  will  anybody  trust  us.'*  The  same 
startling  cry  arose  fix)m  all  quarters.  Congress  had  tried  every  expedient ; 
but  Congress  had  no  powers  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  war.  Washing- 
ton knew  this,  and  urged  for  a  stronger  system  of  government.  Hamfl- 
ton,  imcontrolled  by  inherited  attachments  for  any  one  State,  drinking 
from  the  foimtain  of  Washington's  ideas,  and  possessing  creative  powers, 
the  habit  of  severe  reflection,  and  the  quick  impulses  as  well  as  the  arro- 
gance of  youth,  took  the  field  as  the  maker  of  a  national  constitution, 
and  wrote  to  Duane  of  New  York,  in  Congress,  vigorously  asserting  the 
1781.  necessity  of  a  confederation.  On  the  first  day  of  January  the 
Jan.  1.  complication  of  distresses  resulted  in  open  mutiny  among  the  sol- 
diers at  Morristown.  A  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  under  the  lead  of 
non-commissioned  officers,  marched  with  six  field-pieces  to  Princeton, 
threatening  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  exact  redress  from  Congress. 
Wayne  endeavored  to  pacify  them,  and  Reed,  president  of  Pennsylvania, 
repaired  to  the  spot,  taking  cognizance  of  their  grievances.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  was  quick  to  dispatch  emissaries  to  the  mutineers,  with  tempting 
offers,  promising  to  pay  all  arrears  due  them  from  Congress  in  cash,  with- 
out exacting  military  service  in  return,  if  they  would  come  to  him ;  but, 
resenting  the  imputation  of  being  Arnolds,  they  delivered  up  his  messen- 
gers to  be  tried  and  hanged  as  spies.  Other  troops  were  inclined  to 
mutiny,  after  the  example  of  the  Pennsylvanians,  but  Washington  inter- 
posed ;  a  detachment  of  Massachusetts  men  marched  over  mountain 
roads  through  deep  snows,  and  suppressed  the  incipient  insurrection 

Doubts,  fears,  and  divided  opinions  in  Congress   delayed  every  pro- 
posed change  in  the  manner  of  transacting  national  business.     Com- 
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mittees,  however,  were  found  to  be  irresponsible  bodies,  and  a  partial 
remedy  for  existing  evils  was  supplied  before  spring  by  the  creation  of 
departments.  The  important  office  of  Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiairs  fell  to 
the  gifted  Bobert  R  Livingston,  Chancellor  of  New  York,  who  executed 
its  novel  duties  with  dignity  and  ability  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Bobert  Morris  was  unanimously  elected  Superintendent  of  Finance;  and 
one  of  his  first  acts  was  to  appoint  Gouvemeur  Morris,  of  New  York, 
Assistant  Financier,  who  served  in  that  capacity  three  years  and  a  half 
Meanwhile  John  Laurens,  the  hero  of  many  a  deed  of  valor,  was  sent 
on  a  special  mission  to  negotiate  a  loan  from  France.  His  father,  Henry 
Laurens,  was  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower  of  London,  the  vessel  on  which  he 
sailed  the  preceding  August,  for  the  purpose  of  maturing  a  commercial 
treaty  with  Holland,  having  been  taken  by  the  British ;  his  diplomatic 
and  official  papers  were  thrown  overboard,  but  rescued  from  the  water ; 
and  as  they  revealed  to  Great  Britain  a  private  correspondence  in  progress 
between  Holland  and  the  United  States,  the  result  of  their  capture  was 
a  declaration  of  war  against  Holland,  the  ally  of  a  century. 

A  correspondence  was  maintained   between  David  Hartley  and  Dr. 
Franklin  during  the  whole  struggle.     Both  heartily  desired  peace.     Not 
only  their  aims,  but  their  motives,  reasonings,  and  geuerous  sentiments 
harmonized,  and  both  fully  realized  that  they  were  dealing  with  events 
around  which  clustered  the  profoundest  emotions  and  intensest  passions 
of  human  natura     Hartley  acted  as  a  mediator,  and  with  such  rare  dis- 
cretion as  to  exert  a  marked  influence  upon  the  issue  of  the  conflict. 
"I  have  been  endeavoring  to  feel  pulses  for  some  months,  but  all  is 
dumb  show,"  he  wrote  to  Franklin  in  April,  1779.     And  yet  he  was 
soocessful  during  the  same  month  in  obtaining  consent  from  Lord  North 
to  make  a  mediatorial  proposition,  as  a  private  person,  which  might  ser^'e 
as  a  basis  for  future  n^otiations.     Lord  North  thought  Franklin  would 
not  express  his  mind  freely  under  such  circumstances ;  but  Hartley  said 
"  it  was  possible  for  Dr.  Franklin  to  consider  him  (Hartley)  a  d^pot  of 
snj  communications  which  might  tend  from  time  to  time  to  facilitate 
the  tenns  of  peace."    He  feared  no  misapprehension.    His  proposal  was 
•  truoa    Franklin  wrote  that  if  the  truce  was  practicable  and  the  peace 
Wit,  he  should  favor  it,  provided  the  French  approved ;  but  only  on  mo- 
tives of  humanity  —  to  obviate  thie  e^ils  men  inflict  on  men  in  time  of 
^ir — being  persuaded  that  America  was  disposed  "to  continue  the  war 
tin  KnglanH  should  be  reduced   to  that  perfect  impotence  of  mischief 
^•kich  alone  could  prevail  with  her  to  let  other  nations  enjoy  "  Peace,  Lib- 
erty, and  Safety."    Hartley  replied :  "  If  the  flames  of  war  can  be  but 
<^iMse  extUDgoisbed,  does  not  the  Atlantic  Ocean  contain  cold  water  enough 
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to  prevent  their  bursting  out  again?"  He  argued  that  confidence  most 
exist  somewhere  before  the  nation  could  be  extricated  from  the  evib 
attendant  upon  its  national  disputes,  and  warmly  assured  Franklin  thit 
''no  fallacious  ofifers  of  insincerity,  nor  any  pretext  for  covering  secret 
designs  or  for  obtaining  unfair  advantage,  should  ever  pass  through  his 
hands." 

By  no  means  less  than  these  hidden  workings  of  a  peace-making  spirit* 
potent  influences  of  a  contrary  character  tended  to  the  same  end.  Elated 
with  the  conquering  progress  of  Comwallis  in  the  Carolinas,  the  Ministij 
encouraged  harsh  punishments,  and  commended  the  transformation  of 
military  legions  into  housebreakers  and  assassina  The  youth  and  man- 
hood of  the  South  grew  every  day  more  defiant  imder  the  soouiga  Bands 
of  well-moimted  horsemen  confoimded  Comwallis,  springing  up  silentlj 
in  the  very  districts  he  had  thought  subdued.  January  was  maiked  by 
the  famous  victory  of  Morgan  at  the  Ck)wpens.  Febmaiy  brought 
the  disagreeable  conviction  to  the  mind  of  ComwaUis  that  he  was 
being  outgeneralled  in  some  inexplicable  manner.  March  was  signalind 
by  the  desperate  battle  at  Guilford  Court  House,  which,  without  defeat- 
ing, weakened  Comwallis,  and  proved  the  singular  capacity  of  Greene 
for  the  execution  of  great  plans.  April  found  Comwallis  moving  into 
Yiiginia,  and  Greene  carrying  out  the  daring  policy  of  nutm.hing  to  Sooth 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  May  brought  tidings  to  Comwallis  of  the  loss  of 
several  Southern  forts  through  a  series  of  vigorous  operations  under 
Henry  Lee's  invincible  dragoons,  in  coujimction  with  Marion,  Sumter, 
and  Pickens ;  and,  sick  at  heart,  he  could  not  fail  to  see  that  his  high- 
handed work  of  the  last  year  was  being  rapidly  undone. 

New  York  was  in  dismay.  Numbers  of  her  brave  sons  were  serving 
the  king  at  the  South,  fighting  his  battles,  whether  just  or  unjust  The 
garrison  of  Ninety-Six,  composed  of  New-Yorkers  and  New-Jerseymen, 
was  commanded  by  John  Harris  Cruger,  whose  beautiful  wife,  the 
daughter  of  Oliver  De  Lancey,  lived  in  the  fort  and  fared  as  the  soldien 
did.  The  army  of  Greene  ominously  increased ;  the  militia  flocked  in. 
eager  to  drive  the  hated  foe  from  tiie  land.  But  while  New  Yori^  wis 
seriously  affected  by  exciting  events  elsewhere,  her  chief  fears  were  for 
her  own  £air  island.  Threatening  storms  hung  in  every  part  of  the 
hoiUBon.  Bumors  of  a  French  fleet  on  the  ocean  under  Count  De 
Grasse,  and  an  interview  between  Washington  and  Bochambea 
•ft  Wetbarsfield,  Connecticut,  intensified  the  general  belief  that  the  citr 
was  to  be  attacked.  Clinton  hastened  to  erect  forts  and  batteries,  ft 
hid  forwarded  detachments  to  co-operate  with  Comwallis  in  Yiiginia,  but. 
iOUTed  by  letters  written  to  be  intercepted,  he  recalled  them  for  tbe 
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defense  of  New  York.  Comwallis  remonstrated  against  their  departure, 
having  already  felt  the  stings  of  Steuben,  Lafayette,  and  Wayne — sent 
by  Washington  to  the  State  which  had  generously  parted  with  her  own 
gillant  soldiery  for  the  defense  of  other  States  beyond — and  a  significant 
letter  firom  Lord  Germain,  applauding  Comwallis,  and  expressing  the 
king's  faith  in  the  Virginia  campaign,  induced  Clinton  to  direct  the 
troops  to  remain  after  they  had  actually  embarked.  But  he  sent  no  more 
to  Virginia.  Early  in  July  Washington  suddenly  encamped  at 
Dobb's  Feny.  The  next  morning  a  portion  of  his  army  appeared 
for  a  short  season  on  the  heights  above  Kingsbridge.  On  the  6th,  the 
French  army  reached  Dobb's  Feny  from  Newport 

For  seven  long  summer  weeks  New  York  tossed  in  a  tempest  of 
perpetual  apprehension.  A  series  of  feints  kept  the  British  on  the  alert 
Five  thousand  American  and  French  troops  paraded,  July  22,  on  the 
heights  north  of  Harlem  River,  their  arms  flashing  in  the  morning  sun- 
shine, the  French  in  white  broadcloth  uniforms  trimmed  with  green,  and 
the  flags  of  both  nations  imfolded  to  the  breeze.  Scouring-parties  cleared 
the  roads  and  menaced  the  outer  posts  of  the  enemy,  while  Washington 
and  Bochambeau,  attended  by  numerous  officers,  a  corps  of  engineers, 
and  an  escort  of  dragoons,  deliberately  reconnoitered  the  works  on  the 
noithem  part  of  Manhattan  Island,  from  the  main,  as  far  as  the  Sound, 
w^^"g  notes  and  diagrams.  The  two  commanders  dined  on  the  23d  at 
the  Van  Cortlandt  Mansion,^  and  returned  in  the  night  to  Dobb's  Ferry, 
withdrawing  their  forces  from  the  region  of  Harlem  Siver,  having  effected 
the  object  of  the  expedition. .  Clinton  felt  assured  that  Washington  con- 
lemplated  a  blow  at  Staten  Island,  the  possession  of  which  in  connection 
with  a  strong  French  naval  force  would  greatly  facilitate  the  operations 
of  a  ai^e ;  he  therefore  employed  men  night  and  day  upon  fortifications 
ftr  its  defense.  On  the  15th  of  August,  Washington  inspected 
fhe  whole  length  of  Manhattan  from  the  heights  on  the  Jersey 


of  tiie  Hudson,  accompanied  by  Eochambeau,  the  Marquis  de 
ffllhaiitftnTiT  and  a  troop  of  generals  and  distinguished  gentlemen.  He 
nde  one  of  the  fine  blood  horses  presented  him  by  the  State  of  Viiginia, 
a  liaaatifiil  animal  which  he  had  himself  trained  to  leap  the  highest 
llinin :  and  the  skill  with  which  he  overcame  the  seemingly  impassable 
figfrieal  peculiarities  of  the  rough  surface  of  the  Palisades  was  the  won- 
tm  and  admiration  of  the  French  noblemen.  ''He  usually,"  writes 
flhu^nUnT  "*  lode  very  fast,  without  rising  in  his  stirrup,  bearing  on  the 

idDK  ^  soffining  his  horse  to  run  as  if  wild." 

Ybwing  the  half-ruined  city  of  New  York  in  the  distance,  Washington 

S  lor  duiteh  ol  Van  Cortlandt  Mansion  at  Kingsbridge  (built  in  174S),  see  VoL  I.  697. 
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decided  as  well  and  wisely  the  couise  which  would  best  contribnte  to  har 
future  greatness,  as  he  could  have  done  had  he  fully  foreseen  the  ^oriM 
of  the  coiiiiDg  ceutiiry.  He  would  conquer  her  captors,  bat  in  q^uite 
another  latitude.  Ue  oixlered  extensive  encampments  marked  out^  oven 
erected  for  baking  bread,  forage  and  boats  collected  in  the  recesses  aloi^ 
the  wall  of  rocks,  aiul  fictitious  communications  circulated  to  deceive  ud 
bewilder  his  own  army  as  well  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  "  Our  utustimi,* 
writes  Thatcher,  "  reminds  me  of  some  theatrical  exhibition,  vhere  U» 
interest  and  expectations  of  the  spectators  are  continually  iDcreaain^  ud 
where  curiosity  is  wrought  to  tlie  highest  pitch." 

The  signal  ability  with  which  Washington  allbrded  effectual  nQief  to 
both  New  York  and  Yirgiuia  might  well  excite  the  applause  of  mantiiiH 
Comwallis.had  during  the  first  week  in  August  transforTed  his  whole 
force  to  Yovktowii,  a  small  vill^e  upon  an  elevation  some  ninaty  UA 
above  tide-water,  with  a  level  plain  of  several  hundred  acres  on  one  nde 
and  a  hay  upon  the  other  where  the  ships  of  the  line  might  ride  in  iwft^ 
Lafayette,  eight  raiki  di»- 
tant,  with  a  meager  fime, 
wrote  to  Vergannea:  "In 
pursuance  of  the  immenH 
plan  of  his  cotut,  \jarA  Con- 
wnllis  left  the  two  Carolinu 
expased.and  General  GieeDe 
his  hugely  profited  by  tt. 
Hf  now  is  at  York,  a  veiy 
adAintageous  place  for  one 
nho  has  the  maritime  u- 
penontj  If  by  any  chuot 
th  tt  superiority  should  be- 
onio  ours,  our  little  anny 
w  dl  participate  in  succeoMi 
which  will  compensate  it 
for  a  lung  and  fatiguing 
cani[»iiign."  At  the  instanoe 
of  Washington.  De  Grawe 
with  twenty-eight  ships  of 
the  line,  and  nearly  foor 
thousand  land  troops  from  the  West  Indies,  entereil  the  Cliesapeake  aiul 
blocked  up  the  York  River.  The  situation  of  Cornwallis  l)et.ame  at  once 
iriloos,  and  Clinton,  with  a  force  variously  estimated  —  not  \vf^  ilian 
teen  tiiousand  —  could  send  him  no  aid,  because  uf  ihe  oonfidenlly 
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anticipated  si^  of  New  York.    While  De  Grasse  was  casting  anchor 
Washington  broke  np  his  encampment  at  Dobb's  Ferry,  and,  dexter- 
ously throwing  out  detachments  to  worry  New  York  and  Staten 
Island,  crossed  the  Hudson  with  the  allied  armies,  and  marched  ^"^  ^ 
by  two  routes  rapidly  through  New  Jersey. 

It  was  a  masterly  manoeuvre.  The  delight  of  the  French  was  un- 
bounded The  officers  under  Rochambeau  were  chiefly  young  men  of 
rank  to  whom  the  service  in  America  was  romance.  To  overcome  the 
reluctance  which  Northerners  might  feel  as  to  marching  under  the  burn- 
ing skies  of  Virginia  in  the  hottest  season  of  the  year,  Washington  had 
promised  each  man  a  half-month's  pay  in  hard  money,  having  borrowed 
of  Eochambeau  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  coin,  which  Robert  Morris 
was  to  repay  by  the  1st  of  October.  The  30th  was  a  high  day  in 
Philadelphia.  About  noon  Washington  and  his  retinue,  including  ^ 
the  French  generals,  entered  the  city  and  rode  to  the  residence  of  Robert 
Morris,  amid  the  wildest  cheers  of  an  enthusiastic  miQtitude  upon  the 
streets.  In  the  evening  Philadelphia  was  illuminated.  The  next  day  John 
Laurens  came  by  way  of  Boston  from  his  mission  to  France.  He  brought 
two  and  a  half  millions  of  livres  in  cash,  being  part  of  a  subsidy  of  six 
millions  of  livres  granted  by  the  French  king.  On  the  2d  of 
September  the  American  troops  passed  through  Philadelphia,  the 
column  extending  two  milea  On  the  3d  the  French  troops,  dressed  with 
scrupulous  elegance  as  if  for  a  holiday  parade,  followed  in  their  footsteps, 
marching  "in  single  file  before  the  Congress,  and  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne, 
Minister  from  the  Court  of  France."  News  of  the  presence  of  De 
Grasse  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  that  three  thousand  men  had  landed  and 
joined  the  forces  of  Lafayette,  reached  Philadelphia  the  same  day,  creat- 
ing a  whirlwind  of  joyous  excitement 

The  chagrin  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  beyond  expression.  Washing- 
ton's army  had  crossed  the  Delaware  before  the  truth  broke  on  his  mind. 
He  was  accused  of  stupidity,  ignorance,  irresolution,  indecision,  and 
cowardice,  in  thus  having  allowed  an  enemy  to  walk  away  without 
molestation.  No  one  ventured  to  criticise  his  conduct  with  greater  free- 
dom than  Arnold,  the  traitor,  who,  when  sent  upon  an  expedition  to 
Vii^ginia  in  January,  had  been  attended  by  two  officers,  authorized  jointly 
U>  supersede  him  and  put  him  in  arrest  "  if  they  suspected  him  of  any 
nnister  intent."  He  was  pacified  with  the  command  of  an  idle  and  dis- 
ginoeful  expedition  to  New  London  which  had  little  bearing  upon  the  grave 
question  at  issue.  Its  object  was  to  plunder  and  destroy.  Arnold  was 
the  man  above  all  others  capable  of  insulting  his  native  State  by  the  wan- 
Ion  desolation  of  a  thriving  town  only  fourteen  miles  from  the  place  of  his 
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birtL    With  a  considerable  fleet,  and  a  foroe  of  two  thousand  infiuitiy 
and  three  hundred*  dragoons,  chiefly  Tories  and  Hessians,  he  sailed  from 
New  York,  and  entered  New  London  harbor  on  the  6th.    Foits 
Giiswold  and  Trumbull  were  stormed,  taken,  and  dismantled.  Colo- 
nel Ledyard,  who  gallantly  defended  the  former  for  some  forty  minutes, 
was  thrust  through  with  his  own  sword  after  he  had  surrendered  it  to  the 
British  officer  in  command.     The  garrison  received  no  quarter ;  seventy- 
three  men  were  slain  in  cold  blood,  and  thirty  or  more  severely  woondel 
The  town  was  pillaged  and  burnt,  and  its  inhabitants  ruined    Arnold 
returned  to  New  York  from  this  inglorious  achievement  enriched  with 
the  spoils.     It  was  his  final  appearance  on  the  stage  of  American  affidn. 
The  very  day  that  New  London  was  in  flames,  Washington,  from  the 
Head  of  Elk,  was  writing  to  De  Grasse  relative  to  the  prospective  capture 
^^     of  Comwallia     Two  days  later,  while  Baltimore  was  celebrating 
the  arrival  of  Washington  in  that  city,  Greene  was  fighting  tlie 
bloody  battle  of  Eutaw  Springs,  which  prostrated  the  British  power  in 
South  Carolina.     On  the  9th,  Washington  rode  from  Baltimore  to  Mount 
Vernon,  his  beautiful  home  on  the  Potomac,  which  he  had  not  seen  in 
six  years.     He  remained  there  two  days  dispensing  hospitalities  to  the 
illustrious  generals  of  two  nations  with  courtly  grace.    On  the 
14th  he  arrived  at  Williamsburg,  twelve  miles  fit)m  Yorktown, 
where   he   was   welcomed   by   Lafayette.     Energetic   preparations  were 
made  without  delay,  and  the  combined  armies  marched  on  the  28th  from 
Williamsbui-g,  encamping  in  the  evening  within  two  miles  of  Yorktown. 
By  the  first  of  October  the  line  of  besiegers  formed  a  semicircle,  each 
end  resting  on  the  river ;  thus  the  investment  of  Yorktown  by  land  was 
complete.      On   the   dark   and   tempestuous    night    of   the   5th 
trenches   were   opened   with  great    secrecy   six    hundred  yards 
from  the  works  of  Cornwallis  —  the  Americans  working  on  the  right,  the 
French  on  the  left  —  the  whole  force  commanded  by  Greneral  Lincoln, 
whose  most  efficient  aide-de-camp  was  Matthew  Clarkson  of  New  York. 
Within  three  days  the  parallel  nearly  two  miles  long  was  completed 
under  a  perpetual  and  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shells  from  the  enemy ;  not 
until  the  9th,  in  the  evening,  were  the  American  batteries  in  readiness  to 
reply,  after  which  the  cannonading  upon  both  sides  was  incessant    On 
the  11th  the  second  parallel  was  •  commenced,  three  hundred  yards  only 
from  the  British  works.     Two  advanced  redoubts  in  the  way  of  its  prog- 
ress were  stormed  on  the  14th ;  Hamilton,  who  had  retired  from 
the  private  service  of  Washington  and  was  now  in  command  of » 
New  York  battalion,  conducted  the  assault  upon  one  of  these,  and  Lafey- 
«tte  that  upon  the  other.     Both  were  successful     Nicholas  Fish,  major 


SURRENDER  OF  LORD  CORNWALLIS,  257 

of  a  regiment  under  Hamilton,  led  the  advancing  party  with  marvelous 
celerity.  He  excelled  as  a  disciplinarian,  and  every  movement  was  exe- 
cuted with  fidelity  and  precision.  Olney,  of  Providence,  guided  the  first 
platoon  of  6imat*s  battalion  over  the  abatis.  Hamilton  placed  one  foot 
upon  the  shoulder  of  a  soldier,  who  knelt  for  the  purpose,  and  leaped  upon 
the  parapet  John  Laurens,  leading  one  of  the  columns,  was  among 
the  foremost  to  enter  the  redoubt,  making  prisoner  of  its  conmianding 
officer.  The  killed  and  wounded  of  the  British  did  not  exceed  eight,  as 
the  victors  recoiled  from  imitating  the  barbarous  precedents  of  the  enemy. 
Not  a  man  was  killed  or  injured  after  he  ceased  to  resist.  Hamilton 
won  conspicuous  honor  for  his  talents,  gallantry,  and  humanity.  The 
French  carried  the  other  redoubt  at  the  same  moment ;  but,  moving  by 
role  and  less  swiftly,  lost  more  men  than  did  the  Americans  in  their 
headlong  attack. 

The  next  day  Cornwallis  wrote  to  Clinton,  "  My  situation  now  becomes 
very  critical."  By  the  16th  he  was  in  despair,  and  made  a  bold  and 
desperate  effort  to  escape  with  his  army,  which  was  frustrated  by  a  storm 
of  wind  and  rain.  At  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
just  four  years  after  the  memorable  surrender  of  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga,  Cornwallis  sent  a  flag  to  Washington  proposing  to  capitulate. 
The  terms  settled  by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  were 
the  same  as  those  which  had  been  imposed  upon  Lincoln  at  Charleston, 
and  in  accordance  with  arrangements  in  the  allied  camp,  Lincoln  received 
the  submission  of  the  army  of  Cornwallis  precisely  in  the  manner  in 
which  his  own  had  been  received  on  the  surrender  of  Charleston.  The 
final  ceremonies  of  the  famous  event  occurred  October  19. 

The  effect  was  dazzling.  The  joyful  tidings  traveled  with  the  speed 
of  a  typhoon.  The  suddenness  of  the  transaction  bewildered  human 
imagination.  The  public  mind  hesitated  about  accepting  as  truth  a  story 
bearing  such  singular  resemblance  to  fiction.  Cornwallis  was  known  as 
one  of  the  most  determined  enemies  of  America,  as  well  as  a  general  of 
smpassing  abilities,  and  it  seemed  incredible  that  he  should  have  been 
captured,  with  an  entire  army  numbering  over  seven  thousand  trained 
soldiers.  The  successive  steps,  banning  with  the  military  manoeuvres 
about  New  York  City  to  prevent  Clinton  from  sending  aid  to  Cornwallis, 
and  extending  to  the  complete  investment  of  Yorktown,  were  taken  with 
aach  rapidity  and  sound  judgment,  and  all  the  combinations  were  so 
akflUuIIy  arranged,  that  Washington  was  enveloped  in  a  blaze  of  glory. 

Intelligence  of  the  capture  of  Lord  Cornwallis  thrilled  Prance  Novem- 
ber 19.    It  reached  London  on  Sunday,  the  25th.    Lord  Germain 
the  fint  to  receive  and  read  the  dispatch ;  Lord  Walsingham, 
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Under  Secretary  of  State,  being  present,  the  two  entered  a  hackney-ooach 
to  save  time,  and  drove  to  the  house  of  Lord  Stormont  —  the  Cabinet 
Minister  who  ''  would  hold  no  intercourse  with  rebels  unless  they  came 
to  implore  his  Majesty's  mercy";  he  joined  them  in  the  coach,  and 
the  three  proceeded  rapidly  to  the  residence  of  Lord  NortL  The  prime 
minister  received  the  news,  said  Germain,  ''as  he  would  have  taken  a 
ball  in  the  breast"  He  threw  his  arms  apart.  He  paced  wildly  up  and 
down  the  room  in  the  greatest  agitation,  exclaiming,  "  It  is  all  over !    It 

is  all  over ! " 

Parliament  assembled  on  Tuesday.  The  speech  of  the  king  was  con- 
fused, but  he  still  insisted  on  prosecuting  the  war.  In  tlie  debates 
^"^^  ^  that  followed  Fox.  Burke,  Sheridan,  the  youthful  William  Pitt, 
and  others  assailed  the  Ministry  and  the  war,  as  no  ministiy  had  ever 
before  or  has  ever  since  been  assailed.  The  city  of  London  entreated 
the  king  to  end  hostilities ;  and  public  meetings  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom  expressed  the  same  wisL  Besolutions  offered  for  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  war  were  lost  in  the  House  by  a  small  majority. 
Lord  Germain  was  compelled,  however,  to  retire  from  the  Cabinet 
The  rigor  with  which  Laurens  was  treated  in  the  Tower  was  condemned 
in  sharp  language  by  the  Oppositioa  Finally,  news  came  that  the  son 
of  Laurens  was  the  custodian  of  ComwalUs  in  America,  and  that  his 
treatment  of  the  humiliated  lord  was  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  his 
father  experienced,  locked  in  the  very  prison  of  which  Comwallis  was 
irovernor.  From  that  hour  severities  were  transformed  into  civilities; 
and  on  the  last  day  of  December,  with  health  greatly  impaired,  the  ei- 
President  of  the  American  Congress  was  taken  from  the  Tower  in  a  sedan 
chair,  and  was  henceforth  a  free  maiL 

The  new  year  dawned  upon  a  stubborn  monarch.  George  III 
threatened  to  relinquish  his  crown  rather  than  change  his  Ameri- 

1783  ^^ 

can  policy.  His  party  was  falling  off,  nevertheless.  Febniaiy 
was  a  memorable  month  in  Parliament  On  the  28th,  Conway's  motion 
against  any  further  attempt  to  reduce  the  colonies  was  carried 
at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  a  majority  of  nineteen.  Burke 
wrote  to  Franklin  that  it  was  the  declaration  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  members,  and  the  opinion,  he  believed,  of  the  whole  house.  "No 
sooner  was  the  result  known,"  says  Wraxall,  ''than  the  acdamatioDS 
pierced  the  roof,  and  might  have  been  heard  in  Westminster  HalL" 

The  popular  cry  at  once  turned  against  Lord  North.  He  was  accused 
a/t  having  shown  himself  void  of  every  principle  of  honor  and  honesty. 
Fox  said  persons  were  already  in  Europe  fully  empowered  to  treat  for  s 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  but  no  progreas  could  be  made, 
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because  the  Minister  was  "  treacherous,  vacillating  and  incapable." 
North  denied  the  statement  that  he  was  averse  to  peace,  and  referred  to 
the  informal  negotiations  he  had  countenanced  between  Hartley  and 
Franklin.  He  was  met  with  the  scornful  response  tiiat  during  the  period 
of  those  n^jotiations  he  had  destroyed  the  confidence  of  Franklin  by 
tampering  with  France  in  an  underhanded  manner,  asking  her  to  enter 
into  a  separate  treaty  with  England.  On  the  8th  of  March,  Lord  Caven- 
dish called  attention  to  the  mismanagement  which  had  nearly  over- 
turned the  splendid  Empire  of  Britain,  and  all  the  great  orators  were 
brought  to  their  feet  On  the  18th  Sir  John  Sous  followed  ap  the 
attack  of  Lord  Cavendish  by  moving  to  withdraw  the  confidence  of  Par- 
liament from  ministers.  Lord  North  was  individually  taunted  as  the 
author  of  the  American  war,  which  had  cost  the  nation  one  hundred 
millions,  with  the  loss  of  thirteen  ancient  colonies.  He  defended  himself 
and  his  colleagues  with  warmth.  But  the  weakness  of  the  government 
was  no  longer  to  be  concealed.  Lord  North  had  through  the  whole  twelve 
years  of  his  supremacy  been  too  ready  to  surrender  his  judgment  to  that 
of  the  king,  who  with  a  narrower  understanding  had  a  stronger  will. 
Walpole  called  him  the  "  ostensible  minister  " ;  the  real  minister  was  the 
king.  On  the  20th  the  house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  cap^city.^^ 
The  Eorl  of  Surrey  rose  to  offer  a  parallel  motion  to  that  of  Sir 
John  Boufl.  Lord  North  rose  at  the  same  moment.  The  two  parties 
pment  shouted  wildly  the  names  of  their  respective  champions.  Tlic 
speaker  hesitated ;  when  Lord  North,  taking  the  floor  on  a  question  of 
onlBr,  aaid  he  would  save  the  trouble  of  submitting  and  discussing  the 
intended  motioD  by  announcing  that  bis  administration  was  at  an  end. 

Hie  effeot  WM  indescribabla    No  painter  could  have  done  justice  to 
the  varied  emotions  of  astonishment,  concern,  and  exultation  expressed 

-  ttpon  the  countenances  of  the  members.  An  adjournment  for  a  few  days 
wtts  moved,  and  carried  with  little  difficulty.  Those  who  had  expected  a 
long  debate  had  not  ordered  their  carriages  until  midnight,  and  as  nearly 
■11  of  them  preferred  waiting  to  walking,  they  crowded  the  anteroom  to 
wcoeM-  Lord  North  had  directed  his  coachman  to  wait,  and  as  he  was 
ajMUt  to  enter  his  equiptige,  he  turned  to  a  group  of  members  standing  in 

^■HIMiABtable  confusion,  with  a  characteristic  smile,  saying,  "  Good  night, 

mtett  this  is  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  ever  derived  any 

tage  Aom  being  in  a  secret" 

the  bead  of  the  aristocratic  portion  of  the  Opposition, 

inister,  accepting  the  post  on  condition  that  there  shoulil 

independence  of  America,"  to  which  the  king  sub- 

■pirit ;  and  Sbelbume  and  Fox  were  made  secre- 
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taries  of  State.  Shelburiie,  as  the  elder  seci*etary,  had  charge  of  the 
northern  department  of  the  British  foreign  service,  which  included 
America,  and  Fox  the  southern  depaitment,  which  included  France 
Thus  Shelbume  could  treat  with  Franklin  and  not  with  Vergennes ;  and 
Fox  could  ti^eat  with  Vergennes  but  not  with  Franklin.  Had  the  two 
seci'etaries  been  on  cordial  terms  with  each  other,  mischief  might  not 
have  resulted  from  this  awkward  condition  of  affairs.  But  Fox  had  a 
)>ersonal  antipathy  to  Shelbume ;  and  Shelbume  was  in  reality  the 
leader  of  the  rival  party  of  the  Opposition.  Hence  the  way  to  peace  was 
cl()g<];ed  with  obstacles.  When  Rockingham  died,  three  months  later, 
Shelbume  succeeded  hiiu  as  premier,  and  Fox,  disliking  the  terms  of 
{leace  then  under  consideration,  united  with  Lord  North  and  formed  Uie 
famous  "  Coalition.** 

Hartley,  who  had  with  keen  political  foresight  paved  the  way  for  over- 
tui'os.  and  who  "lived  but  to  promote  the  longed-for  peace,"  wrote  to 
Franklin  the  day  following  the  resignation  of  Lord  North,  asking  advice 
in  relation  to  submitting  their  late  correspondence  to  the  new  Ministry 
when  it  should  be  formed;  to  which  Franklin  replied  on  the  31st  that  his 
sentiments  were  the  same  as  hitherto  expressed,  but  being  only  one  of 
Kve  in  a  commission  empowered  to  treat  with  England,  of  whom  Adams 
wivs  in  Holland,  Jay  in  Spain,  Laurens  in  England,  and  Jefferson  in 
Anunioa,  he  must  first  considt  his  associates.^  The  same  day  he  for- 
wanlinl  the  Hartley  eonvspoudence  to  Adams.  On  the  5th  of  April  he 
\vn>to  to  Hartlov  iu  ^vnsidenible  iuixiety  of  spirit  concerning  the  charac- 
tor  of  tho  luou  who  might  W  sent  by  the  British  government  to  confer  on 
tlio  subjivt  of  fvatv.  remarking  that  "with  contentious  wran^ers  a  nego- 
tiaiu>u  may  U*  drawn  into  length  and  finally  fmstrated."  To  Secretan' 
l.iviib^ton  he  wnHe  on  the  I2th  in  the  same  strain.*  Meanwhile  he 
ojnnuHl  a  a>n\»s|XHKlenvti?  with  Shelbume,  who,  with  the  approval  of  the 
kii\^^.  stuu  Kichiinl  iVwuld  at  once  to  confer  with  Franklin.  In  conver- 
sation with  tho  i>hiKx^>pher.  Osw;ild  said  that  England  was  prepared  to 
ixMUwle  tlh^  lUvleivuvlenox?  of  the  United  States;  but  if  France  should 
\lewwuvi  iVUvx^ssious  tiv  humiliating  England  would  still  fight  On  the 
l^^h  t>Hukhu  Aihi  l>>\^-;5dd  visitevl  Venziennes,  and  were  closeted 
iu  his  oi^buwt  nearly  An  hour  Shelburoe's  agents  a  business  man 
\4'  nKxkura^l^  Abihty,  who  v^xniUi  not  spe^k  a  wvxd  of  French,  was  received 
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cordially  by  the  French  Minister,  and  was  assured  that  the  French  Court 
warmly  reciprocated  England's  disposition  to  end  the  American  war ;  and 
yet  France,  positively,  could  treat  only  for  a  general  peace.  Vergennes 
advised  the  selection  of  Paiis  as  the  seat  of  the  negotiation,  but  offered  to 
consent  to  any  other  place  which  George  III.  might  prefer.  Oswald  desired 
some  proposition  to  convey  to  Shelbume.  "  No,"  said  Vergeniies ;  "  there 
are  four  nations  engaged  in  the  war  against  you,  who  cannot,  till  they 
have  consulted  and  know  each  other's  minds,  be  ready  to  make  proposi- 
tions. Your  court,  being  without  allies  and  alone,  knowing  its  own  mind, 
can  express  it  inmiediately.  It  is  more  natural  to  expect  the  first  propo- 
sition from  you." 

Oswald  returned  to  London  under  the  general  impression  that  France 
was  about  to  impose  conditions  which  England  would  resent.  In  six- 
teen days  he  was  in  Paris  again.  During  his  absence  Franklin 
wrote  to  Jay  in  Madrid,  entreating  him  to  come  to  Paris  and  aid 
in  forming  a  treaty,  remarking, ''  Spain  has  taken  four  years  to  consider 
whether  she  should  treat  with  us  or  not.  Give  her  forty,  and  in  the  mean 
time  let  us  mind  our  own  business."  But  Oswald  brought  no  propositions. 
Hb  mission  was  to  Franklin,  not  to  Vergennes.  He  said  the  other  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  about  to  send  an  agent  to  negotiate  with  the  French  Min- 
ister. The  British  Cabinet  was  already  in  a  foment.  Fox,  resolved  upon  a 
quarrel  with  Shelbume,  had  declared  that  the  hostile  powers  must  yield 
entirely.  "  If  they  do  not  we  must  go  to  war  again ;  that  is  all ;  I  am  sure 
I  am  ready ; "  he  said.  And  he  chose  one  of  his  own  partisans,  Thomas 
Grenville,  son  of  George  Grenville,  a  very  young  man,  with  no  experience 
in  public  business,  and  totally  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  relations  be- 
tween America  and  France,  to  discuss  these  subjects  —  of  such  interest  to 
mankind  —  with  the  most  skillful  diplomatist  of  Europe.  Four 
days  later  than  Oswald,  Grenville  arrived  in  Paris,  bearing  a 
cordial  letter  from  Fox  to  Franklin,  who  entertained  him  at  breakfast, 
and  then  took  him  in  his  own  carriage  to  Versailles,  presenting  him  to 
Yeigennes. 

European  statesmen  smiled  when  they  heard  that  the  envoy  of  the 
•rebels"  had  been  i-equested  by  the  British  Secretary  of  State,  to  intro- 
duce the  son  of  the  author  of  the  American  Stamp  Act,  as  British  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  Court  of  France. 

The  agents  from  both  Shelburne  and  Fox  proved  to  be  mere  skirmish- 
parties.    Grenville  offered  to  grant  the  Independence  of  the  United 
to  France,  if  she  would  i*estore  certain  specified  conquests.    Yer- 
shook  his  head,  and  said  that  France  found,  but  did  not  make 
independent ;  he  defied  the  world  to  furnish  the  smallest  proof 
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to  the  contrary.  "  There  sits  Mr.  Franklin,  who  knows  the  fact  and  can 
contradict  me  if  I  do  not  speak  the  truth/'  he  exclaimed,  with  warmth. 
Grenville  wrote  long  letters  to  Fox,  calling  him  "  Dear  Charles,"  and 
declaring  that  he  had  not  the  "slightest  expectation  of  pecu^e."  Franklin 
was  affable  and  courteous ;  he  breakfasted  both  Oswald  and  Grenviift, 
in  company  with  Lafayette,  who  had  just  returned  &om  America.  A 
day  or  two  after,  Oswald  suddenly  departed  for  England.  The  eame 
morning  a  letter  from  Hartley  informed  Franklin  that  an  absolute  order 
had  gone  forth  for  the  release  of  all  American  prisoners  everywhere,  and 
that  Laurens  was  entirely  at  liberty ;  in  a  long  conversation  relating  to 
America,  Shelbume  had  expressed  himself  to  Hartley  in  the  most 
*  favorable  terms.  On  the  26th  Grenville  announced  to  Franklin 
that  a  commission  had  been  forwarded  to  him  from  Fox ;  but  it  was  to 
treat  with  France,  no  mention  being  made  of  America,  and  Vergennes 
pronounced  it  insufficient  Suspicion  seized  upon  the  French  Cooit 
Franklin  grew  reticent,  and  woiQd  not  unfold  American  conditions  to  a 
person  unauthorized  to  receive  them.  Grenville,  mortified  and  irritated, 
blamed  Oswald,  and  wrote  to  Fox  that  he  could  not  fight  a  daily  battle 
with  ''a  rival  agent  and  his  Secretary  of  State,"  and  advised  Fox  to 
assume  the  exclusive  control  of  the  negotiation.  This  letter  Inoke  op 
the  British  Cabinet,  although  the  two  factions  held  together  until  the  end 
of  June. 

After  a  tedious  journey  John  Jay  arrived  in  Paris,  Sunday,  June  23, 
accompanied  by  his  family.     Another  month  elapsed  before  Great 
Britain  took  a  decided  step  for  commencing  negotiations.     On  the 
25th  of  July  the  king  issued  an  order  to  the  attorney-general  to  prepare 
a  commission  for  Oswald  to  conclude  a  general  treaty  with  the 
belligerent  nations.     Franklin  wrote  to  Secretary  Livingston  and 
to  Robert  Morris  on  the  same  day,  cautioning  them  "  not  to  be  deceived  by 
fair  words,"  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  constantly  on  guard,  and  prepared 
for  war.     Jay  had  been  an  enthusiast  for  foreign  alliance  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  struggle;  four  years  in  Spain  had  dispelled   his  illusions, 
and  now  he  distrusted  all  nations,  France  included.     He  was  severely  iU 
for  a  few  weeks,  during  which  time  the  British  Cabinet  was  recast,  Gren- 
ville recalled,  and  Fitzherbert  sent  to  the  French  Court  in  his  stead 
About  the  middle  of  August,  Oswald's  conmiission  arrived,  to  which 
Jay  took  exception  because  the  United  States  were  caUed  "  Colonies  or 
Plantations."     Franklin  thought  it  would  do ;  and  Vei^ennes  intimated 
that  names  signified  little.     But  Jay  absolutely  refused  lo  sacrifice  the 
moral  dignity  of  his  country,  and  stopped  all  proceedings  until  the  power 
he  represented  should  be  styled  by  its  proper  name.     He  even  drafted 
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the  form  of  a  commission,  which,  sent  to  the  British  Court,  was  subse- 
quently adopted,  and  the  new  document  reached  Oswald  Sep- 
tember 27.  In  the  interim  Franklin  was  ill,  and  Jay  conducted, 
alone,  the  various  discussions  as  to  the  details  of  the  prospective  treaty. 
Spain  was  an  obstacle,  and  Veigennes  wished  to  conciliate  that  power. 
Jay  declined  to  treat  with  Count  Amada,  whom  he  pronounced  the  ablest 
Spaniard  he  had  ever  known,  until,  according  to  established  etiquette,  he 
should  communicate  his  powers  from  his  government  "An  exchange 
of  commissions  cannot  be  expected,**  said  Amada,  "  for  Spain  has  not  ac- 
knowledged your  independence."  **  We  have  declared  our  independence,** 
replied  Jay,  "  and  France,  Britian,  and  Holland  have  acknowledged  it" 
Lafiayette,  who  was  in  compaAy  with  Amada  at  the  moment,  said  the  dig- 
nity of  France  would  be  compromised  should  her  ally  treat  otherwise  than 
as  independent  Veigennes  uiged  Jay  to  waive  his  inflexible  adherence 
to  forms,  and  proceed  to  the  settlement  of  claims  with  Spain.  Jay  said, 
**  We  shall  be  content  with  no  boundaries  short  of  the  Mississippi" 

October  was  devoted  to  the  subject  in  eamest    At  the  request  of 
Franklin,  Jay  drew  up  the  articles  of  peace.    Little  progress,  however, 
was  made  towards  agreement  on  the  three  troublesome  points  —  the  boim- 
daries,  the  fisheries,  and  the  Tories.    On  the  26th  Adams  arrived  ^^  ^ 
from  his  successful  Holland  mission,  and  warmly  commended  the 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  Jay.    The  month  of  November  was  nearly  spent 
before  the  business  drew  to  a  close.    On  the  28th  Laurens  arrived  and 
joined  the  conference,  having  been  formally  exchanged  for  Lord  Com- 
wallia     Friday,  the  29th,  was  an  exciting  day  for  the  commissioners. 
TUmbj  met  in  the  rooms  of  Jay  at  the  Hdtel  d'Orleans.    Oswald  and  Fitz- 
herbert  were  present,  also  Sir  Henry  Strachey,  Baronet,  then  Under 
Secretaiy  of  State  to  Townshend,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  assistance  of 
Oswald.    It  was  important  to  come  to  an  understanding,  for  the  Minis- 
tiy  was  in  a  tottering  conditioa     Something  must  be  done,  or  the 
abandoned  indefinitely.     Hence  the  preliminary  articles 
re-iead,  corrected,  and  approved.    The  next  day  they  were  signed. 

Fkefiunng  these  preliminaiy  articles  were  the  words,  "  The  treaty  is  not 
to  be  concluded  until  terms  of  peace  shall  be  agreed  upon  between  Great 
Biitem  and  France."  But  the  document  not  having  been  submitted  to 
Yeigennes  untQ  after  it  was  signed,  he  was  ill  at  ease.  The  sagacity  and 
aetf-poise  of  Jay  and  Adams  in  demanding  concessions  of  Great  Britain, 
eontraiy  to  Ins  advice  and  policy,  inspired  him  with  respect,  while  he  pro- 
noonoed  their  conduct "  irregular,"  and  in  the  irritation  of  the  moment 
rapioached  Franklin  with  being  too  pliant  in  the  hands  of  his  colleagues. 
Tlie  aged  philosopher  hastened  to  mollify  the  Minister,  and  no  serious  harm 
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ensued.  The  commissioners,  who  had  been  instructed  to  do  nothii^  with- 
out the  knowledge  and  consent  of  France,  were  severely  censured  by 
Congress.  Jay  said,  in  regard  to  his  determination  to  be  independent 
in  action,  that  Vergennes  did  not  consult  the  American  commissioners 
about  his  articles,  and  "giving  him  as  little  trouble  about  ours  did  not 
violate  any  principle  of  reciprocity."  And  not  only  Adams  but  Franklin 
and  Laurens  sustained  Jay  in  the  sentiment  expressed  to  Secretaiy 
Livingston :  "  Since  we  have  assumed  a  place  in  the  political  system  of 
the  world,  let  us  move  like  a  primary  and  not  like  a  secondary  planet" 

Vergennes  and  Fitzherbert  concluded  terms  January  18.    Two  days 

1783.  1^^^  Franklin  and  Adams,  in  the  absence  of  Jay  and  Laurens, 
Jan.  90.  yfQ^  suddenly  summoned  to  YersaiUes  for  the  signing  of  the 
general  treaty.  The  Ministers  of  the  three  crowns  of  France,  England, 
and  Spain  showed  their  commissions,  as  did  also  Franklin  and  Adams. 
Amada  and  Fitzherbert  signed  the  preliminary  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain ;  Vergennes  and  Fitzherbert  that  between  Great  Britiin 
and  France ;  and  Fitzherbert,  Frankbn,  and  Adams  the  armistice  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

A  definitive  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  America  was  now  in 
order.  None  of  the  articles  of  the  provisional  treaty  could  be  carried 
into  effect  until  it  was  accomplished.  Congress  would  not  even  take  the 
preliminaries  into  consideration.  The  distractions  in  the  British  Couit 
prevented  immediate  steps  to  this  end.  Shelbume's  policy  had  created 
the  greatest  dissatisfaction;  he  was  accused 'of  stock-jobbing,  criticised 
with  virulence  by  the  "  Coalition,"  censured  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
tiually  retired  from  office.  Oswald  was  pronounced  incompetent  to  treat 
with  the  American  commissioners,  and  recalled.  All  parties  in  England 
were  disposed  to  prevent  further  waste  of  blood  and  treasure  in  pursuit 
of  an  object  manifestly  unattainable.  But  the  methods  of  peace  kept 
the  lords  of  the  realm  in  a  perpetual  wrangle.  Public  feeling,  as  well  as 
the  interests  of  tlie  nation,  called  for  a  settlement  of  the  perplexing 
business,  and  no  progress  could  be  made  with  the  European  powers  until 
America  was  pacitieii.     Thus  something  must  be  done. 

David  Hartley  was  finally  selecteii  to  conclude  negotiations  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain.     His  pure  and  lofty  character,  his  broad  views, 
ntttitive  and  tranquil  discernment  of  things  as  they  were,  and  his 
T  tact  in  diplomacy,  rendered  his  appointment  generally  acceptable 
to  to  Fhmklin  (April  19)  that  Hartley  had  '^  the  full  and  entire 
rt  of  his  Majesty *s  Ministers  upon  the  subject  of  his  mission.** 
Muanoii,  under  the  king  s  own  hand,  Adams  said,  was ''  verr 
•(L*     It  bore  the  great  seal  in  a  silver  box,  the  King's  arms 
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engraven  on  it,  and  ornamented  with  two  large  golden  tassels.  He  pre- 
sented it  to  the  American  Commission,  assembled  in  Mr.  Adanis*s  rooms 
May  19.  For  the  next  three  months  the  representatives  of  the 
two  countries  worked  diligently.  New  articles  were  proposed, 
discussed,  and  rejected ;  or,  if  agreed  upon  in  Paris,  rejected  in  London. 
The  questions  at  issue  aflQ^cted  the  interests  of  the  whole  civilized  world. 
The  propositions  offered  by  America  to  the  British  government  amounted 
to  an  entire  abolition  of  the  British  "  Act  of  Navigation "  with  respect 
to  the  thirteen  United  States.  The  ancient  system  of  national  commer- 
cial policy  was  called  upon  to  take  a  new  principle  into  its  foundation 
—  thereby  its  commercial  engagements  with  other  ancient  powers  were 
materially  disturbed.  Veigennes  recommended  that  the  definitive  treaty 
be  completed,  leaving  commerce  to  a  future  negotiation;  but  Adams 
curtly  replied  that  "  nothing  would  be  gained  by  delay."  The  new  em- 
pire, comprehending  territory  greater  than  that  of  all  Europe,  must  needs 
adjust  a  commercial  system  of  its  own,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

Paris,  at  this  epoch,  was  in  the  zenith  of  its  pride  and  splendor.  Never 
daring  its  checkered  history  was  such  a  concourse  of  celebrities  gathei-ed 
there  —  not  only  the  ministers  from  all  nations,  to  discuss  the  weightiest 
of  subjects,  but  sages  and  philanthropists,  courtiers  and  scholars.  Franklin, 
who  had  snatched  the  lightning  from  heaven  and  the  scepter  from  tyrants, 
was  the  center  of  attractioa  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  resided  with  him  in  a 
comfortable  mansion  at  Passy  ;  and  the  New  York  beauty  charmed  with 
her  fund  of  knowledge,  wit,  and  vivacity,  and  her  engaging  manners,  the 
brilliant  circle  which  daily  surrounded  his  table  or  enlivened  his  evenings. 
Mrs.  Jay  was  also  a  great  favorite  among  the  courtly  aristocracy.  Din- 
ners followed  dinners  in  endless  succession.  The  ministers  of  every 
ooontiy  entertained  the  ministers  of  every  other  country.  There  was 
apparent  harmony  of  feeling ;  while  the  great  topics  of  the  hour  were 
uppermost  in  the  social  mind. 

Spain,  Fhtnce,  and  England  were  embarrassed  in  their  negotiations  by 
a  variety  of  clashing  demands.  Holland,  leaning  towards  France,  resisted 
Engtand's  stem  conditions.  Sweden,  Kussia,  and  Denmark  came  to 
witness  the  triumph  of  the  young  power  which  had  dared  to  refuse 
to  take  the  first  step,  except  on  equal  footing  with  the  proudest  of  them 
ally  and  were  engaged  in  adjusting  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Americans  held  the  position  of  advantage,  the  final 
ictum  of  all  the  courts  and  nations  depending  upon  the  issue  of  their 
negotiations  with  Great  Britain. 

When  the  month  of  August  was  nearly  half  spent  Hartley  invited 
Adams  one  fine  sunshmy  morning  to  drive  with  him  to  Passy,  where,  in 
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conference  with  Franklin  and  Jay,  he  communicated  instructions  just 
received  from  his  court.  The  king  had  ratified  the  provisional 
treaty  under  the  great  seal  of  the  kingdom.  Both  the  Duke  of 
Portland  and  Fox  had  given  him  the  strongest  assurances  of  the  good 
disposition  of  government,  and  written  him  to  arrange  all  things  imme- 
diately upon  the  best  footing.  The  contested  points,  particularly  the 
fisheries  and  the  boundaries,  of  immense  importance  to  the  United  States, 
had  come  to  be  regarded  by  the  Ministry  as  of  minor  significance  iii 
comparison  with  the  hazard  of  longer  delaying  the   settlement  of  the 
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European  question.  Hartley  produced  the  draft  of  a  definitive  treatr 
he  had  received,  which  proved  to  be  the  preliminary  articles  with  a  pn?- 
amble.    He  said  he  was  now  ready  to  sign  at  any  moment    On  the  29tli, 
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•iphea  Fmnce  and  Spain  declared  their  preparations  complete.  Hartley 
wrote,  aakii^  the  lepreseotatives  of  the  United  States  to  iix  the  eventful 
day.  He  closed  hie  note,  saying :  "  My  instructions  confine  me  to  Paris, 
M  tbe  place  appointed  for  the  exercise  of  my  functions,  and  therefore 
irtutever  day  you  may  fix  upon  for  the  signature,  I  shall  hope  to  receive 
the  honor  of  your  company  at  the  Hdtel  de  York.  I  am,  gentleiden,  with 
the  greatest  respect  and  consideration,  your  most  obedient  ser\-anL" 

^»e  following  answer  was  returned,  dated  Passy,  August  30,  1783 : 
"The  American  Ministers,  plenipotentiaries  for  making  ^leace  with  Great 
BkituQ,  present  their  complinieuts  to  Mr.  Hartley.  They  regret  that  Mr. 
Heitiey'B  instructions  will  not  permit  him  to  sign  the  Definitive  Treaty 
of  Peace  with  Amtvica  at  the  place  appointed  for  tlie  signature  of  the 
othera.  They  \m1I.  nevertheless,  have  the  honor  of  waiting  upon  Mr. 
Hartley  at  bis  Iml^'ings  at  Paris,  for  the  purpose  of  signing  the  treaty 

Kuestinn,  on  W'fiinesday  morning  at  eight  o'clock." 
ocordingly  on  the  3d  of  September  the  American  diplomatists,  whose 
mora  as  such  were  not  to  be  fouml  in  any  nation  of  Europe 
«t  that  day,   [iroceeded  to  the  apartments  of  Hartley,  and   the     ''     ' 
Definitive  Treaty  nf  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
was  signed,     Tlic  sketch  is  a  fac-simile  of  the  signatures,  from  the  original 
document  in  the  SiiUe  Department  at  Washington,  witii  indications  of  the 
seals,  now  nearly  obliterated,  and  of  the  ribbon,  which  is  of  pale  blue. 
The  treaty  was  in  ^lue  course  of  time  ratified  by  the  King  and  Congress, 
VeVgennea  delayed   the  ceremony  of  signing  the  treaties  at  Versailles 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  and  Spain   until  a  messenger  from 
1  arrived  to  announce  that  the  signing  of  the  Amencan  treaty  had 
lly  token  place ;  after  which,  before  the  end  of  the  same  day,  hU  the 
tot  powei^  of  Europe  concluded  peace,  except  the  Dutch,  who  liad 
mted  to  jtrehiniiiaries  only  the  day  before. 
Benjamin  West,  successor  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  as  President  of  the 
British  Academy,  made  an  unfinished  study  in  oil  of  the  act  which  re- 
stored peace  tn  the  world.     An  engraved  copy  of  this  painting  was  pre- 
sented by  Genrgi-  (irote,  the  historian  of  Greece,  to  John  Jay,  grandson 
(d  the  Bevolurionaiy  diplomatist,  while  United  States  Minister  to  Vienna.' 
MIkii  benign  coantitiimce  of  Franklin,  then  in  Iiis  seventy-seventh  year, 
I  gnndson.  Temple  Franklin,  secretary  of  the  Commission,  stand- 
ad  him ;  the  well-poised  head  and  handsome  features  of  Adams, 
finty-eight ;   the  pale,  feeble-looking  Laurens,  not  yet  recovered 

kaaovt^of  Hon.  .lohn -tny  the  >uthor  in  iixlrbtetl  for  a  copy  of  th«  uofinisbMl 
r  Tart,  which,  iiuUlislml  I'nr  liir'  lint  tiiiii',  in  our  rtUl-psffe  eagntving,  illnitratea 
.  im  BMit  fntercstiiig  m-i-iu'x  in  moileni  history. 
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from  the  hardships  of  his  imprisonment  in  the  Tower  of  London,  a 
scholarly  man  of  fifty-nine ;  and  the  tall,  slight  figure  of  Jay  —  who  was 
ten  years  youuger  than  Adams,  and  forty  years  younger  than  Franklin  — 
standing,  apparently  addressing  the  Commission,  with  face  and  attitude 
expressive  of  the  calm  serenity,  self-respect,  and  refined  power  of  the 
highest  type  of  human  intellect  and  character,  together  fonn  a  pictme 
which  Americans  will  ever  cherish  with  national  prida 

It  is  refreshing  to  note  the  gi'acious  spirit  with  which  the  senior  OMi- 
bcrs  of  the  Commission  accorded  the  glory  of  obtaining  the  fiahfirifli^'tte 
Mississippi,  and  the  magnificent  boundaries  of  the  United  Statei^  to  die 
youngest  of  their  number.  The  British  plenipotentiaries  bore  t^'^wawij 
to  the  same  effect.  Documents  at  present  existing  in  both  nmioe  ud 
England  prove  that  the  French  government,  neither  anxious  nor  willing 
America  should  lay  the  basis  for  such  magnitude  and  grandeur,  woiked 
industriously  to  prevent  England  from  yielding  the  fisheries,  and  lahxed 
vigorously  to  have  the  Mississippi  given  to  Spain.  The  community  of 
fault-findei*s  in  the  end  acknowledged  the  sound  judgment  of  the  Amff- 
ican  envoy  who  dared  to  veer  from  his  instructions  and  take  lofty  gnrnnd 
with  kingdoms  and  crowns,  upon  individual  responsibility  —  thioiq^a 
sense  of  duty  to  the  rising  nation.  And  a  just  and  prosperous  ps^k^ 
in  full  enjoyment  of  the  magic  blessings  made  doubly  sore  thioqgjk  Ae 
clear  older  of  his  thought  and  the  keen  foresight  of  his  statemanship^bleM- 
iuLjs  which  shine  with  advancing  splendor  as  the  years  roll  on,  will  nemr 
cejise  to  honor  with  gnititude  the  achievement  of  John  Jay  of  NewTodL^ 

(!)nly  the  American  commissioners  appear  in  the  painting,  the  poitnit 
of  the  English  Minister  not  having  been  accessible  to  West.  Some  two 
yeai-s  later,  David  Hartley  presented  Franklin  with  a  large  meuotiiit 
I>ortrait  of  himself,  engraved  by  Walker  from  a  painting  by  RouBMj, 
which  Franklin  in  his  note  of  acknowledgment,  dated  Philadelplue. 
October  27,  17S5,  said,  "I  shall  frame  and  keep  in  my  best  room."  It 
represents  Hartley  .seated  by  a  table  upon  which  lies  the  Definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  United  States,  his  right  hand  resting  near  tb 
scroll,  and  the  pen  and  ink  in  the  background  with  which  he  is  about  tn 

*  "  It  was  not  only  chiefly,  but  solely,  through  his  means  that  the  negotiations  of  tbr 
period,  between  England  antl  France,  were  brought  to  a  successful  cnnclusion,"  wrote  Fiv- 
herbert  (Lord  St.  Helens)  some  years  afterward.  John  Adams  always  affirmed  that  theriri-* 
of  "the  Washington  of  tht*.  nojiotiation,"  l)estowe<l  upon  himself  in  Holland,  properly  i*- 
lon^ctl  to  Jay  ;  anii  he  wroti*,  while  President  of  thf  LTnited  States,  under  date  of  NoreniHr: 
*J4,  1800,  **  The  printijMd  merit  of  the  stressful  negotiations  for  the  jjeace  of  17?3  wi-  M* 
Jay's.'  Jfovt-nior  William  Livingston  wrote  to  Jay,  •*The  treaty  is  universally  a]  ■pUui'^i' 
Alexander  Hamilton  wrote  to  Jay,  "The  people  of  Xew  England  taUc  of  making  you  ^ 
annual  tish  offering." 


DAVID  BARTLET. 


269 


oonsmnmate  the  final  act  necessary  for  the  restoration  of  traDquiUUy  to 
fin  great  nations.  He  is  waiting  in  his  Paris  apartments  for  the  arrival 
of  the  American  Ministers,  on  the  morning  designated  for  the  signing  of 


;  and  his  emotional  features  beam  with  delighted  satisfaction 
M  bl  anticipates  the  final  triumph  his  own  noble  and  peraistent  eflbrts 
fan*  eonbibnt«d  so  largely  to  accomplish.  The  picture  hung  in  the 
Ma4f  of  Franklin  until  bis  death.  It  is  now  in  possession  of  his  great- 
,  Dk  T.  H.  Bache,  through  whose  courtesy  the  copy  has  been 
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made  which  we  present  for  the  first  time  to  the  reading  public  It 
possesses  a  dramatic  interest  beyond  the  mere  portraiture  of  the  maa 
It  is  an  impressive  illustration,  in  which  we  behold  the  ceremony  of 
older  institutions,  represented  by  kings  and  nobles,  bowing  unconBcioualj 
before  the  divinity  of  a  new  liberty  and  a  new  world.* 

Vergennes  entertained  the  diplomatists  from  the  various  countries  at 


^  David  Hartley,  Member  of  Parliament  for  Kingston-upon-HuU,  and  "His 
Majesty's  Minister  Plenipotentiary  appointed  to  treat  with  the  United  States  of  AnMritt** 
(bom  1729,  die^l  1813),  was  the  son  of  Dr.  David  Hartley,  aathorand  metaphysician  (bon 
1705,  died  1752),  whose  publication  of  "Observations  on  Man  "  in  1749  gave  him  worid-wide 
celebrity,  and  of  whom  it  was  said  that  '*  he  was  addicted  to  no  vice  in  any  part  of  his  life; 
neither  to  pride,  nor  ostentation,  nor  any  sordid  self-interest,  bat  his  heart  was  replete  witk 
every  contrary  virtue  ** ;  his  great  talents  were  specially  directed  to  the  moral  and  reKgiiMs 
sciences  ;  he  was  the  son  of  the  Vicar  of  AmUey,  County  of  York,  an  eminent  divme, 
whose  family,  one  of  great  antiquity,  was  descended  from  the  Hartleys  of  Chorton,  of  whoa 

was  Sir  John  Hartley,  knighted  in  the  eighth  year  of  Charles  !.,  October 
28,  1633.  The  motto  of  the  family,  "vive  at  vivas,**  seems  to  hav« 
breathed  through  the  character  of  a  long  line  of  generations  of  kaned 
and  philanthropic  men.  David  Hartley,  the  statesman,  like  his  Cither, 
was  a  student  of  science,  and  belonged  to  the  highest  type  of  the  cul- 
tured Christian  gentleman.  His  manly  integrity,  nniversal  benevoleiioe, 
and  sincerity  of  heart  were  so  well  known  in  England,  that  in  all  Ui 
mediations  for  the  good  of  America  he  commanded  the  respect  and  coa- 
fidence  of  the  contending  parties  at  home.  His  '*  Letters  on  the  AllK^ 
icai)  War,"  addressed  to  the  mayor  and  corporation  of  Kingston-npoa- 
Hull,  comprehend  some  of  the  ablest  ai*guments  of  the  period.  Heww 
also  one  of  tlie  first  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  introduce  and  adTocett 
Hartley  Arms.        measures  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave-trade. 

Of  the  sons  of  the  Vicar  of  Armley»  James,  next  to  David,  was  distinguished  for  eminnit 
piety  aud  intellectual  vigor.  Robert,  eldest  son  of  James,  bom  1736,  married  Martb 
Sinitlison,  granddaugliter  of  Sir  Hugh  Smithson,  Baronet,  and  the  cousin  of  Lord  Percy, 
second  Duke  of  Northuml)erland.  See  page  242  (Vol.  II.),  note.  Isaac  Hartley,  thceooof 
IJol^ert  Hartley  and  Martha  Smithson,  born  at  Cockermouth  in  1766,  married  Isabella  JohnioB 
in  1787,  and  in  1797  established  his  residence  in  New.  York.  Tliey  were  the  pa  rente  of 
Hol)ert  Milham  Hartley,  bom  at  Cockermouth  in  1796,  who  has  been  so  thoronghly  identified 
(hiring  a  long  and  useful  life  with  church  and  charity  in  New  York  City.  He  was  classiciJly 
educated,  but  resigned  studies  for  the  ministry  because  of  impaired  health.  Devoting  himielf 
to  philanthropic  works,  he  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  founding  several  of  New  Yoik'» 
most  imiwrtant  charitable  institutions,  now  in  noiseless  and  successful  operation,  among 
which  was  the  first  organization  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  His  published  reports,  nnmberiniE 
thirty-four  volumes,  form  a  complete  libraiy  in  this  department  of  social  and  economk 
science,  and  are  quoted  by  writei-s  on  similar  themes  in  Europe  as  well  as  America.  He 
has  also  written  other  works  upon  kindred  topics,  been  a  regular  contributor  to  the  relipoos 
press,  and  for  nearly  half  a  century  a  leading  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  YoA 
City.  He  married  Catharine  Munson,  daughter  of  Reuben  Muuson,  member  of  the  New  York 
legislature  and  alderman  of  the  city  for  many  yeai*s  ;  and  he  has  nine  children,  four  son*  and 
five  daughtei*s,  who  have  intermarried  with  the  old  families,  and  are  among  the  substantia] 
citizens  of  New  York  ;  his  third  son  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Smithson  Hartley,  of  the  Dntch 
Refonned  Church,  Utica, 
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a  memorable  dinner  at  Versailles  immediately  after  the  signing  of  the 
treaties. 

While  these  events  were  transpiring  in  Europe  the  war  was  at  a  stand- 
still in  America.  Washington's  army  returned  from  the  capture  of  Com- 
wallis  to  the  vicinity  of  New  York  City.  Predatory  excursions  were 
frequent  during  the  winter.  But  with  the  change  in' the  British  Ministry 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  superseded  by  the  humane  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  "  I 
should  be  very  sorry,"  wrote  Governor  Livingston,  when  he  heard  how 
bitterly  the  loyalists  were  blaming  Clinton  for  the  misfortimes  of  Com- 
wallis,  "to  have  Clinton  recalled  through  any  national  resentment; 
because,  as  fertile  as  England  is  in  the  production  of  blockheads,  I  think 
they  cannot  easily  send  us  a  greater  blunderbuss,  unless,  per^venture,  it 
should  please  his  Majesty  himself  to  do  us  the  honor  of  a  visit'*  Carleton 
arrived  early  in  May,  1782 ;  and  his  first  act  was  to  liberate  from  a  New 
York  prison,  without  exacting  a  parole  from  either,  Sir  James,  brother  of 
John  Jay,  who  had  been  instrumental  in  the  passage  of  the  New  York  Act 
of  Attainder,  and  Brockholst  Livingston,  the  brother  of  Mrs.  John  Jay. 
Carleton  sent  the  latter  home  to  his  father  with  a  courteous  letter,  stating 
that  he  (Carleton)  had  come  to  conciliate,  not  to  fight  The  governor  was 
not  to  be  thus  lulled  into  security  while  a  hostile  army  occupied  the 
chief  city  of  the  country,  and  significantly  remarked,  "*  In  worldly  poli- 
tic8»  as  well  as  religion,  we  should  watch  as  well  as  pray." 

Washington  accepted  Carldx>n's  expressions  of  good-will  with  caution. 
Bat  as  the  weary  summer  rolled  by  and  neither  Sir  Guy  nor  Admiral 
Digby  seemed  inclined  to  act  offensively  by  land  or  by  sea,  he  b^an  to 
feel  assured  that  no  further  military  operations  would  be  undertaken 
Peace  was  expected.  It  came  so  slowly,  however,  that  the  patience  of 
the  American  army  waned.  Both  officers  and  men  fretted  in  idleness. 
There  was  scarce  money  enough  to  feed  them  day  by  day ;  their  pay  was 
greatly  in  arrears ;  and  a  general  mistrust  prevailed  that  Congress  would 
Cul  to  liquidate  their  claims  in  the  end,  and  cast  them  adrift  penniless. 

New  York  City  breathed  more  freely  under  the  new  military  admin- 
istration. Carleton  found  the  inhabitants  grievously  oppressed.  Un- 
principled officials  had  dispossessed  persons  of  their  property  who  had 
taken  no  part  in  the  Bevolution,  because  perchance  some  member  of  the 
frmily  resided  out  of  the  British  lines.  Houses  were  rented  and  the 
rents  paid  into  the  city  funds.  Justice  could  not  be  obtained,  not  even  a 
trial  or  a  hearing ;  for  civil  law  had  been  abolished,  and  all  power  and 
authority  centered  in  a  police  court  established  by  the  military.  The  city 
charter  was  declared  forfeited  by  the  civil  governor  and  his  satellites ; 
and  the  revenues  of  the  corporation  were  appropriated  to  their  private 
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uses.  Carleton  was  amazed  at  the  infamous  chaiacter  of  the  firauds  and 
the  cruelties  from  which  the  New-Yorkers  had  sufiTered,  and  instituted  a 
vigorous  war  upon  official  corruption.  Jones  says  "  he  broke,  dischaiged, 
dismissed,  and  cashiered  such  a  number  of  supernumeraries,  pensionets, 
and  placemen  as  saved  the  British  nation,  in  the  course  of  one  year  onlj, 
about  two  millions  sterling." 

The  French  troops  embarked  for  the  West  Indies  in  October.  The 
American  army  went  into  cheerless  winter-quarters  on  the  Hudson. 
The  impoverished  condition  of  the  country  was  perpetually  discussed  bjr 
the  intelligent  classes ;  conmierce  was  nearly  annihilated,  and  the  heavy 
burden  of  debt  rested  like  an  incubus  on  the  people.  Many  doubted  the 
possibility  qf  maintaining  a  republican  form  of  government.  Finally 
the  idea,  long  discussed  in  secret,  found  expression  in  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Lewis  Nicola,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  proposing  to 
Washington  to  be  made  King  of  the  United  States  for  the  ''  national  ad- 
vantage 1 "  Washington  declined  with  indignant  asperity,  and  reprimanded 
Nicola  for  having  entertained  such  a  thought  But  it  was  no  easy  mat- 
ter to  control  the  restless  and  unpaid  soldiers  through  the  idle  months,  and 
Washington's  greatness  in  the  emergency  became  more  than  ever  conspic- 
uous. A  mutinous  spirit,  provoked  by  repeated  and  irritating  delays  is 
obtaining  compensation  for  services,  and  fresh  difficulties  arising  &om  the 
uncertainty  attending  peace  negotiations,  kept  him  industrious  and  anx- 
ious. The  spring  of  1783  brought  news  of  the  signing  of  the  armistice  at 
Paris  in  January,  and  a  cessation  of  hostilities  was  publicly  announced 
to  the  army  at  noon,  April  19,  just  eight  years  to  a  day  since  the  conflict 
at  Lexington.  It  was  naturally  next  to  impossible  for  the  excited  troops 
to  distinguish  between  this  proclamation  and  a  definitive  declaration  of 
peace ;  hence  many  considered  any  further  claim  on  their  military  services 
unjust.  Washington  met  the  crisis  nobly.  Explaining  the  situation  to 
Congress,  he  obtained  discretionary  powers  to  grant  furloughs,  the  soldiers 
being  led  to  understand  perfectly  that  their  terms  of  service  would  not 
expire  until  the  signing  of  the  Definitive  Treaty.  During  the  summer 
following,  men  singly  and  men  in  groups  were  returning  to  their  homes ; 
thus  the  danger  of  disbanding  large  masses  at  a  time,  of  unpaid  soldiery, 
was  efiectually  obviated.  On  the  6th  of  May  Washington  and  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  met  at  Orangetown  to  arrange  preliminaries  for  the  evacnation 
of  New  York  City,  whenever  the  royal  order  should  arriva  In  Uie 
month  of  June,  Egbert  Benson  was  commissioned  by  Congress  to  co- 
operate with  commissioners  chosen  by  Carleton  to  inspect  and  superin- 
tend the  embarkation  of  loyalists  and  their  effects  for  Nova  Scotia ;  his 
associates  were  William  Stephens  Smith  and  Daniel  Parker. 
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The  month  of  May  was  distingaished  by  the  organization  of  the  cele- 
brated Society  of  the  Cincinnati^  which  originated  in  the  fertile  mind  of 
Elnox,  its  object  being  to  cement  and  perpetuate  the  friendship  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  who  had  fought  and  bled  together,  and  to  transmit 
the  same  sentiment  to  their  descendants.  The  plan  was  drafted  by  a 
committee  composed  of  Knox,  Hand,  Himtington,  and  Shaw.  The  final 
meeting  for  its  adoption  was  held  May  13,  in  the  Verplanck  Mansion  at 
Fishkill  on  the  Hudson,  the  headquarters  of  Baron  Steuben,  who,  as 
senior  officer,  presided.  Washington  was  chosen  the  first  president,  and 
officiated  until  his  deatL 

Sadness  and  despair  overwhelmed  the  loyalists.  New  York  City  pre- 
sented a  scene  of  distress  not  easily  described.  Men  who  had  joined  the 
British  army,  and  exhibited  the  utmost  valor  in  battle,  quailed  before  the 
inexorable  necessity  of  exile  from  their  native  land.  They  must  leave 
the  country  or  be  hanged.  Such  was  the  general  belief,  for  those  who 
had  shown  no  mercy  counted  upon  none  in  return.  The  conscientious 
and  the  unprincipled  were  alike  involved  in  pecuniary  ruin.  Seeing  that 
they  must  abandon  large  estates,  many  appealed  to  Carleton  for  power  to 
collect  debts  due  upon  bonds,  mortgages,  and  contracts,  before  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  dty  should  take  place,  for  they  were  penniless.  The  compli- 
catdons  were  insurmountable,  and  nothing  was  accomplished  in  that 
direction.  Angry  lamentations  filled  the  very  air.  The  victims  of  civil 
war  inveighed  against  England  for  abandoning  them,  and  against  their 
3wn  kindred  and  country  for  the  inexorable  harshness  of  their  doom, 
rhey  did  not  pause  in  their  wretchedness  to  consider  what  would  have 
been  the  fate  of  those  who  had  expended  or  lost  fortunes  in  the  cause  of 
liberty,  if  triumph  had  been  with  themselves. 

While  Carleton  was  providing  transports  and  embarking  twelve  or  more 
bhousand  deeply  humbled  loyalists,  with  their  household  and  other  effects, 
bo  Nova  Scotia,  the  Bahamas,  and  Great  Britain,  and  multitudes  were 
hastening  from  the  country  to  New  York  for  passage,  determined  to  risk 
starvation  on  foreign  shores  rather  than  encounter  the  terrible  vengeance 
Df  those  whom  they  had  injured,  Wa.shington  and  Governor  (Jeoige 
Clinton  were  riding  on  horseback  through  the  picturesque  valleys  of  the 
N'ortbem  Hudson  and  the  Mohawk,  inspecting  the  posts  and  the  battle- 
fields, and  taking  note  of  the  wonderful  topography  of  New  York.  Theirs 
was  the  faint  glimmer,  not  the  full  dawn,  of  the  future.  One  angle  of  the 
State  rests  upon  the  Atlantic,  another  reaches  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
the  third  stretches  to  the  chain  of  Great  Lakes  connected  with  the  Mis- 
sissippi ;  thus  without  overcoming  one  mountain  ridge  the  city  of  New 
York  might  communicate  with  the  Western  States  and  Territories  of  our 
you  !!•  \% 


274  HISTORY  OF  TUB  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Union,  simply  following  the  easy  and  natural  course  of  valleys,  rivers, 
and  lakes,  and  control  the  commerce  of  the  continent  The  Missonn  can 
now  be  navigated  into  the  very  gorges  of  the  ISocky  Mountains.  From 
New  York  Bay  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  except  a  short  space  between 
the  head-waters  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Columbia  Kivers,  we  have  an 
unbroken  silver  chain  of  water.  The  State  in  which  eveiy  county  and 
almost  every  spot  of  earth  bore  marks  of  bloody  strife  —  the  great  battle- 
field of  the  Revolution — was  in  the  broadest  sense  indeed  the  key  of  the 
Continent 

Intelligence  of  the  signing  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  came  at  length ; 
and  Sir  Gtuy  Carleton  gave  notice  that  he  should  be  ready  for  the  final 
evacuation  of  New  York  on  the  25th  of  November.  George 
Clinton,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as  governor  of  New  Yoit,  was 
to  take  charge  of  the  city,  and  repaired  to  Harlem  to  await  events, 
accompanied  by  Washington.  The  British  troops  had  been  drawn  in 
firom  Kingsbridge,  McGowan's  Pass,  the  various  posts  on  Long  Island, 
and  Paulus  Hook.  By  request  of  Carleton,  to  prevent  any  disorder 
which  might  occur  as  the  British  retired,  a  detachment  of  American 
troops  under  Knox  marched  from  Harlem,  on  the  morning  appointed, 
down  the  Boweiy  Road  to  a  point  near  the  Fresh-Water  Pond,  when 
they  remained  seated  on  the  grass  until  about  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. As  the  rear-guard  of  the  British  army  began  to  embark,  they 
moved  silently  forward  to  the  Battery,  and  took  possession  of  the  fi>rt 
Knox  tlien  galloped  back  with  a  chosen  few  to  meet  and  escort  Wash- 
ington and  Clinton  into  the  capital.  The  formal  entry  was  witnessed  by 
thousands.  Washington  and  Clinton  on  horseback,  with  their  suites,  led 
the  procession,  followed  by  the  lieutenant-governor,  the  legislature,  offi- 
cers of  the  army,  prominent  citizens,  and  the  military,  amid  the  most 
heart-stirring  and  grateful  enthusiasm.  This  scene  forms  a  grand  epoch 
in  the  annals  of  New  York. 


|S«  pve  ■«  Mhl 
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CHAPTER   XXXVII. 

1783-1787. 

HEW  YORK  CITY  AFTER  PEACE  WAS  ESTABLISHED. 

TiiK  RKTunx  OF  New  York  Families. —Desolation*. —  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rodoers.  — 
Churches.  —  Rutgers  College.  —  Rev.  Dk.  Hardknbergu.  —  Washington  parting 
WITH  HIS  Officers. — Washington's  Resignation  of  Authority.  —  James  Duanb 
APPOINTED  Mayor  of  the  City.  —  The  Mayor's  Court.  —  Richard  Varick.  — The 
New  York  Legislature.  —Old  Moerisania.  — The  Morris  Family.  —The  Loyal- 
ists. —  Confiscation  Acts.  —The  Chamber  of  Commerce  Reorganized.  —  Schools. 
—  First  Regents  of  the  University  of  New  York.  —  Columbia  College.  —  News- 
papers. —  First  City    Directory.  —  Political   Throes.  —  Weakness   of   the 

G0VERNMEN*T.  —  CITIZENS.  —  BANKING      INTERESTS.  —  COUNTERFEIT     MONEY.  —  ThE 

De  Lanceys.  —  The  Livingstons.  — The  Lawyers  of  the  City. 

HOME  again.  From  all  quarters  came  together  the  limbs  and  frag- 
ments of  dismembered  families.  It  was  a  costly  victory  that  had 
been  won,  and  many  a  tear  fell  amid  the  general  rejoicings.  There  was 
scarcely  a  domestic  circle  into  which  death  had  not  entered ;  and  charred 
and  silent  ruins  greeted  multitudes  in  place  of  homes  left  seven  years 
before.  Dwellings  that  had  escaped  the  flames  were  bruised  and  dis- 
mantled ;  and  gardens  and  grounds  were  covered  with  a  rank  growth 
of  weeds  and  wild  grass,  fences  had  disappeared,  and  the  debris  of 
anny  life  was  strewed  from  one  end  of  the  to.wn  to  the  other.  Public 
buildings  were  battered  and  worn  with  usages  foreign  to  the  purposes 
of  their  erection,  and  the  trade  of  New  York  was  ruined,  and  her  treas- 
ury empty. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Bodgers  arrived  in  the  city  the  day  following  the 
evacuation,  and  found  both  the  Brick  Church  in  Beekman  Street  and  the 
Wall  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  in  unfit  condition  for  public  worship — 
having  been  used  as  hospitals  by  the  British.  But  the  Episcopalians 
courteously  offered  him  the  use  of  St  Paul's  Chapel  and  St  George's 
Chapel,  in  which  he  preached  alternately  to  his  congregation  for  several 
months.^    He  was  a  courtly  personage,  of  gentle  and  conciliatory  manners, 

>  The  changB  in  public  feeling  is  strikingly  illnstrated  by  this  incident  See  Vol.  1.  751. 
The  Brick  Church  on  Beekman  Street  was  the  first  repaired.     The  Wall  Street  Church  was 
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but  '*  uncompromising  in  matter."  Jones  says  that  he  **  had  given  more 
encouragement  to  rebellion,  by  his  treasonable  harangues  fix)m  the  pulpit, 
than  any  other  republican  preacher,  perhaps,  upon  the  continent**  His 
influence  was  now  exerted  to  perpetuate  the  peace  secured.  "  I  have  the 
good  old  gentleman  at  this  moment  distinctly  before  me,"  writes  Duer, 
"  in  his  buzz- wig,  three-cornered  hat,  gold-headed  cane,  and  silver  buckles 
in  his  well-polished  shoes  —  as  he  passed  along  the  street  in  his  gown 
and  bauds,  which  he  wore  not  only  on  Sundays,  but  on  week-days  when 
visiting  among  his  people  —  bowing  right  and  left  to  all  who  saluted 
him."  The  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in  Grarden  Street  was  found  intact, 
and  reopened  on  the  Sabbath  following  the  evacuation.  Eev.  Dr.  John 
Henry  Livingston  occupied  the  pulpit.^  It  was  seven  years  before  the 
Middle  Dutch  and  the  North  Dutch  Church  edifices  were  restored  from 
the  ruinous  condition  in  which  they  were  left  by  the  British.  A  School 
of  Theology,  established  in  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  in  1770,  was 
chartered  under  the  name  of  Queen's  CoU^  —  now  Rutgers  —  and  the 
trustees  elected  Rev.  Dr.  Jacobus  Rutsen  Hardenbergh  President ;  but  it 
had  not  been  in  practical  operation  through  the  confusion  of  events. 
Meanwhile  Dr.  Hardenbei^h  had  preached  at  Raritan,  taken  no  pains  to 
conceal  his  republican  sentiments,  as  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Con- 
vention which  framed  the  Constitution  of  the  State  was  frequently  in 
counsel  with  Governor  Livingston,  and  was  visited  at  his  little  parsonage 
daily  by  Wiishington  when  quartered  in  the  vicinity.  He  came  to  New 
York  to  witness  the  triumphal  entry  of  Washington  ;  and  before  he 
ivturneii  to  his  charge  arranged  with  Dr.  Li\4ngston  to  use  every  exertiou 
in  t^btaining  an  endowment  to  carry  the  plan  of  the  college  into  execu- 
tion. This  was  achieved  within  the  next  three  years,  and  Dr.  Harden- 
lHM>jjh  removed  to  New  Bmuswick,  where  he  labored  indefatigabiy  for  its 
advancement  until  his  death  in  1790* 

not  of^nM  until  June  19.  17S4.  The  expense  of  restoring  the  two  edifices  to  their  fonner 
<H>ntlition  was  met  by  private  sulvk'riptiou.  On  the  6th  of  April,  1784,  the  Presb3Fteriui 
(lum^h  t^ei\ime  «  b(>dy  ci^qH^r^te,  aiul  was  thus  reliered  from  the  difficulty  it  had  m  kwg 
suNtj*inetl  for  ^iint  of  «  charter.  Mnnoirs  of  Rer,  Dr.  Jokn  Rodgers^  by  Rev.  Dr.  SeJDOrl 
.Miller. 

»  S,v  Vol.  1.  lh(S :  KeT  Dr.  Uiaiie  diet!  at  Red  Hook  in  1778. 

*  Hev.  Jutx^bus  Kut!!ien  Hanlenbergh,  !>.  D.,  born  at  Rosendale,  Ulster  County,  New  York, 
in  ITlixS.  >»^s  the  son  o(  .lolwnnev  Hanlrnber)ifh,  the  chief  owner  of  the  manorial  patent 
which  en)lv1ll^^l  the  nuvst  <^{  Sr.lHvaQ  an<l  Oraui*e  Counties,  and  who  is  said  to  hare  been 
a  n«ar  relatiw  of  the  Oenuan  statesman.  Karl  Auiru^it  Von  Haidenberg,  Prime  Minister  of 
Pwsltrrio  William  111.  He  >tuditM  thei>k>£;\-  with  Rev.  John  Frelinghnysen  —  thesonof  Rcr. 
T»  J.  Fr«»lin^u\'i»fn.  and  one  oi  five  brothers  who  mere  all  ministers  —  in  Raritan,  Kew 
\mKf  ;  And  coin|4ete^l  his  studio  at  Si^hene^ctady  under  the  celebrated  Dr.  Romeyn.  Afttf 
Vi  W^  tttd  Umented  death  of  Rev.  John  Fr«linghuyKn,   Dr.   Hardenbergh  married  hit 
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Washington  was  quartered  at  Fraunces'  Tavern,  comer  of  Broad  and 
Pearl  Streets,*  where  the  officers  of  the  army  gathered  about  him 
preparatory  to  their  final  separation.  Knox,  who  had  been  chief  of 
artillery  through  the  entire  war,  commanded  the  militaiy  forces  in  the 
city  until  the  civil  authority  should  be  reconstructed.  He  was  a  man  of 
laige,  athletic  frame,  head  well  poised,  and  voice  of  singular  power. 
When  the  American  army  crossed  the  Delaware,  it  is  said  his  orders  could 
be  heard  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other.  There  was  a  dash  of 
romance  in  his  life,  and  an  air  of  consequence  in  his  bearing,  that  ren- 
dered him  interesting  to  the  community  at  large.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
stock,  bom  in  Bostoa  Even  in  boyhood  he  evinced  strong  military 
proclivities,  collected  and  distributed  military  books,  and  accumulated  a 
valuable  fund  of  military  knowledge.  As  a  stripling,  engaged  in  the 
book  business,  he  became  prosperous ;  his  store  was  the  resort  of  the 
young  ladies  of  Boston  —  who  were  then  as  now  fond  of  reading  —  with 
one  of  whom  he  fell  in  love.  The  attachment  was  mutual ;  but  the  lady 
was  the  daughter  of  a  high  official  under  the  king,  who  would  not  sanc- 
tion her  marriage  with  a  rebel,  and  the  pair  consequently  eloped.  In 
June,  1775,  just  after  the  British  commander  had  issued  an  order  that 
no  one  should  take  arms  out  of  the  city,  Henry  Knox  and  his  devoted 
wife  walked  out  of  the  city  together,  Mrs.  Knox  carjying  her  husband's 
sword  concealed  in  her  garments ;  having  secured  her  safety  in  the  coun- 
try, Knox  hastened  to  assist  in  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  as  a  volunteer 
aide-de-camp  to  General  Ward.  During  the  eight  years  of  the  war  he 
had  displayed  some  great  moral  and  intellectual  qualities.  He  was  now 
thirty-three.  Within  two  years  we  shall  find  him  Secretary  of  War,  and 
also  performing  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  new  nation ; 
while  Mrs.  Knox,  who  had  braved  so  many  dangers  for  love,  became  the 
centre  of  attraction  in  the  highest  social  circle  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment 

widow,  one  of  tbe  most  accomplished  and  remarkable  women  of  her  day,  whose  only  son, 
Frederick  Frelinghaysen,  became  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress  in  1777,  and  resigned 
to  join  the  army.  He  was  United  States  Senator  from  1793  to  1796.  His  son,  Theodore 
Frelinghujrsen,  completed  a  classical  education  at  New  Brunswick  in  1804,  studied  law,  was 
apiiotnted  Attorney -General  of  the  State  in  1817,  was  United  States  Senator  from  1829  to 
1835,  Mayor  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  in  1837,  and  became  Chancellor  of  the  Unirersity  of  the 
City  of  New  York  in  1838,  which  he  resigned  in  1850  to  accept  the  Presidency  of  Rutgers 
College.  Dr.  Hardenbergh  visited  Holland  in  1762,  and  was  the  first  minister  ordained  in 
America  who  ever  preached  in  the  churches  of  the  Fatherland.  He  died  in  1790,  universally 
l;iment«L  His  son.  Jacobus  R.  Hardenbergh,  a  lawyer  and  a  man  of  fortune,  settletl  in  New 
Bruuawick,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  the  present  family  of  the  name  in  New  Brunswick,  Jersey 
City,  and  New  York. 

1  See  akfltchea,  Vol.  I.  656,  759. 
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The  fonaal  parting  of  Washington  with  his  officers  occurred  at  nooi 
on  the  4th  of  December,  in  the  great  historic  room  of  Frauncee' 
Tavern.  It  was  a  touching  ordeaL  He  filled  a  glass  with  wine 
and  pronounced  his  farewell  benediction,  after  which  each  one  prasent 
grasped  his  hand  and  gave  him  a  brother's  embrace  in  tender  silence. 
He  then  passed  from  the  room  through  a  corps  of  light  infSEUitiy,  and 
walked  to  Whitehall  Ferry,  attended  by  his  generals,  where  a  baige 
waited  to  convey  him  to  Paulus  Hook  on  his  way  to  Congress.  When 
he  had  embarked  he  turned,  took  off  his  hat,  and  waved  a  silent 
adieu,  which  was  returned  in  the  same  significant  manner,  with  visible 
emotion  upon  every  countenance. 

In  four  days  he  reached  Philadelphia,  and  rendered  his  militaij 
accoimts  to  the  proper  department  of  the  government,  entirely  in  his  own 
handwriting,  and  not  a  penny  was  charged  or  retained  as  a  recompense 
for  personal  services.  On  the  19th  he  arrived  in  Annapolis,^where  Con- 
gress was  in  session,  and  on  the  23d  resigned  the  authority  with  which 
he  had  been  invested.  The  public  ceremonial  on  this  occasion  was  con- 
ducted with  great  dignity  and  witnessed  by  an  immense  throng.  When 
concluded,  Washington  inmiediately  repaired  to  his  seat  at  Moimt 
Vernon. 

James  Duane  was  the  first  Mayor  of  New  York  City  appointed  by 
Governor  Clinton  after  peace  was  established.     He  found  his  country- 
seat  near  Gramercy  Park  a  pile  of  ashes,  and  all  his  movable  effects 
destroyed.     His  wife  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  seven  years  of 
strife  at  the  old  manor-house  of  her  father,  Robert  Livingston  —  the 
third  Lord  of  Livingston  Manor.     But  they  were  soon  able  to  settle  them- 
selves in  a  comfortable  habitation  in  the  city.     The  mayor's  court,  \mder 
the  administration  of  Duane,  became  the  favorite  and  really  the  most 
important  forum.     It  was  held  in  a  building  which  stood  on  the  comer  of 
Wall  and  Nassau  Streets.     Disorder  in  every  man's  affairs,  consequent 
upon  the  long  military  possession  of  the  city  by  the  enemy,  rendered  the 
duties  of  the  mayor  extremely  perplexing.     Losses  arising  from  the  sus- 
pension of  rents,  damages  done  by  loyalist  tenantry,  the  destruction  or 
removal  of  records  and  consequent  indistinctness  of  titles,  the  processes  of 
Vacation  of  estates,  the  swift  mutation  in  the  relative  value  of  money, 
T  of  all  kinds,  and  securities,  with   the  sudden  tightening  of 
V  obligations  —  the  sense  of  which  had  been  very  easy  for  some 
gendered  the  most  knotty  of  legal  questions.    Litigation  became 
than  any  other  department  of  industry.    Eight  lawyers  onif 
D  been  allowed  to  practice  in  this  court ;  but  during  1784 
I  was  removed  in  favor  of  all  attorneys  and  counselon  of 
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the  supreme  court  In  consequence  of  this  change  of  policy,  together 
with  the  high  judicial  reputation  of  Duane,  the  mayor's  court  suddenly, 
and  by  common  consent,  acquired  a  business  and  an  authority  scarcely 
contemplated  by  the  statutes  creating  it  The  character  of  the  city  char- 
ter was  not  changed  by  the  Revolution,  but  the  controlling  power  which 
had  formerly  been  exercised  by  the  British  government  was  now  vested 
in  the  State.  The  city  remained  divided  into  seven  wards,  and  an  alder- 
man and  assistant  were  elected  every  year  by  the  people. 

Richard  Varick  was  appointed  city  recorder,  and  by  virtue  of  his  office 
was  the  mayor's  judicial  colleague.  As  a  member  of  Washington's  mili- 
tary family  he  had  become  widely  known,  and  stood  well  in  the  public 
confidence.  He  was  a  young  man  of  thirty,  of  spotless  character  and 
broad  intelligence,  and  stately  of  mien  and  austere  in  his  views.  He  was 
subsequently  Attorney-General  ,of  the  State,  and  Duane's  successor  in  the 
mayoralty.  He  is  said  to  have  been  inclined  to  revei-se  the  human 
maxim  of  the  common  law,  by  presimiing  a  person  guilty,  if  accused,  until 
his  innocence  was  proved. 

The  legislature  of  the  State  assembled  in  New  York  City  on  the  21st 
of  January,  the  session  continuing  until  May  12.  This  branch  of  i784. 
the  new  government  consisted  of  the  Senate  and  the  Assembly.  ^•*-  ^ 
Bills  might  originate  in  either  house,  but  must  be  passed  in  both  to  be- 
come laws.  The  Senate,  under  the  first  constitution,  consisted  of  twenty- 
four  members,  so  divided  into  classes  that  the  terms  of  six  should  expire 
each  year.  Lieutenant-Governor  PieiTe  Van  Cortlandt  was  the  presiding 
officer ;  Robert  Benson,  who  had  been  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  through  six 
preceding  sessions,  filled  that  office  until  the  18th  of  February,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  Abraham  B.  Bancker.  James  Duane,  William  Floyd, 
Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  Alexander  McDougall,  Lewis  Morris,  Isaac  Roose- 
velt, Isaac  Stoutenbergh,  Samuel  Townsend,  and  Stephen  Ward  repre- 
sented the  southern  district,  which  embraced  the  city  and  adjoining 
counties.  And  from  other  parts  of  the  State  came  Philip  Schuyler,  Abra- 
ham Yates,  Jr.,  Heniy  Outhoudt,  Jacob  G.  Klock,  Ephraim  Paine,  Joseph 
(Jasherie,  John  Haring,  Jacobus  Swartwout,  Arthur  Parks,  William  AUi- 
aoiiy  Alexander  Webster,  John  Williams,  and  William  B.  Whiting. 

The  Assembly  was  chosen  annually.  It  consisted,  at  first,  of  seventy 
members,  with  the  power  to  increase  one  with  every  seventieth  increase  of 
the  number  of  electors  until  it  should  contain  three  hundred  members. 
The  newly  chosen  membership  from  the  metropolis  embraced  Robert  Har- 
per, John  Lamb,  Isaac  Sears,  Peter  P.  Van  Zandt,  John  Stagg,  William 
Maloom,  Henry  Rutgers,  Henry  Hughes,  and  Marinus  Willett,  who  had 
been  so  heroic  in  the  defense  of  central  New  York,  but  whose  seat  in  the 
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Assembly  was  vacated  in  February  from  his  having  been  appointed  sheriff 
of  tlie  city,  an  ottice  he  held  for  many  following  years.  John  Hadioni,  of 
Orange,  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  and  John  McKesson  was 
appointed  clerk. 

The  adjustment  of  public  concerns  was  constantly  retarded  by  the 
deud-lock  in  private  atfaira.  In  January  Gouverneur  Morris  wrote  to 
Jubn  Jay,  from  Philatlelpliia, "  1  was  lately  in  Kew  York,  and  things  there 
lice  now  in  that  kind  of  I'erment  that  was  rationally  to  be  expected." 
Prior  to  the  evacuation,  indeed,  ever  since  the  preliminary  articles  of 
peace  were  signed,  the  Americans  had  been  allowed  access  to  the  city, 
and  many  of  the  banished  residents  had  presented  claims  to  the  British 
authorities  for  depredations  upon  their  property.  The  records  of  these 
transactions  show  that  Sir  Guy  Carleton  and  the  other  officers  concerned 
acted  on  prin-  ciples  honorable 

pointed  by  Sir         '  '      morritinii  Guy       Carleton, 

who      repoited  iiio„K^..ii..«,c.n,i..iii,m,.i  ^^  facta  proved 

and  the  charges  reasonable,  ami  leoomraended  that  the  claimant,  Mrs, 
Morris  (the  mother  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  who  was  of  the  scholarly 
Fri^ncli  family  of  Gouvemeui's  in  early  New  York),  be  paid  the  full 
amount  of  lier  demands.  The  claim,  amounting  to  upwards  of  eii,'lit 
thousand  jrounds,  was  sent  to  England,  and  subsequently  liquidated, 
although  not  during  that  lady's  lifetime. 

That  portion  of  the  seat  of  the  Monises  known  as  "Old  Morrisania" 
lii^ame  the  praperty  of  (Jouverneur  MoiTis.  In  1300  he  erected  the 
dwiOlin;^  of  the  afcuniiianyint;  illustration,  from  the  design  of  a  French 
du'itt-au.     It  overlooks  tin-   Eiist  I'iver  just  where  it  is  joined  by  lln" 
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waters  of  Harlem  Elver,  the  view  from  the  mansion  being  deftly  shown 
by  our  artist  It  is  surrounded  by  fine  old  elms  and  smooth  lawns,  and 
has  been  well  preserved  with  few  alterations  by  his  descendants.  Lewis, 
the  elder  brother  of  Gouvemeur  Morris,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, possessed  an  ample  estate  a  little  farther  inland.^  Staats  Long 
Morris,  the  brother  of  the  patriots,  who  married  the  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Aberdeen  long  before  the  Revolution,  and  was  a  general  in  the  British 
service,  remained  in  England,  and  subsequently  became  Governor  of 
Quebec.  Richard,  like  his  younger  brother,  Gouvemeur,  was  a  lawyer 
of  original  and  peculiar  gifts,  and  in  1779  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of 
New  York,  holding  the  position  eleven  years;  he  married  Sarah  Ludlow. 

The  restoration  of  the  loyalists  to  full  citizenship  became  at  once  a 
question  of  exciting  moment.  The  rigid  laws  enacted  by  the  State  had 
deprived  many  persons  of  their  property,  without  any  opportunity  of 
defending  themselves,  which  was  declared  contrary  to  the  usages  of  all 
civilized  nations.  Living  within  the  British  lines  upon  one's  own  estate 
was  in  itself  certainly  no  "treason."  Protection  was  sought  from  the 
American  authorities,  and  in  some  instances  obtained,  which  encouraged 
others  who  had  been  attainted  to  return  and  apply  for  justice.  Extraor- 
dinary debates  ending  in  wrangles  were  of  daily  occurrence.  "  There 
ought,  sir,  no  Tory  to  be  suffered  to  exist  in  America.  Until  the  goats 
are  separated  from  the  sheep,  we  must  expect  to  row  against  the  stream/' 
exclaimed  one  of  the  able  leaders  of  the  Revolutioa  While  others 
of  equal  rank  argued  eloquently  in  favor  of  forgetting  and  foi^ving, 
and  against  persecuting  men  for  opinions  or  seeming  to  take  unmanly 
revenge. 

The  right  of  one  party  in  a  civil  conflict  to  levy  upon  another,  and  the 
fact  that  the  British  generals  exercised  that  right  throughout  the  war, 
was  urged  in  defense  of  the  principle  of  confiscation,  and  finally  a  l^sla- 
tive  act,  embracing  a  decree  of  perpetual  outlawry  and  banishment  against 
certain  individuals  whose  names  were  mentioned,  confirmed  former  en- 
actments. Popular  animosity,  however,  gradually  relaxed.  Many  liberal- 
minded  men  of  pi^ominence  pronounced  the  measure  arbitrary  and  cruel 
These  were  instantly  accused  in  turn  of  undue  subservience  to  Brit 
ish  influence.     Then  came  the  counter-charge  of  avarice,  rapacity,  and 

^  Lewia  Morris,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Judge 
Lewis  Morris  (see  Vol  I.  575,  576),  bom  at  Murrisania  in  1726,  died  in  1798  ;  three  of  his  sc^s 
served  with  distinction  in  the  amiy  and  received  the  thanks  of  Congress,  of  whom  Lewis  wa^ 
aide  to  Sulliran,  and  afterwards  to  Greene  ;  James,  the  fourth  son,  married  Helen  Van  Cort- 
lendt,  daughter  of  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  and  erected  the  great,  square,  handsome  dwelling 
which  stauds  upon  an  eminence  near  Fleetwood  Park,  the  present  residence  of  William  H. 
Morris.     The  Morrises  were  all  men  of  splendid  physique. 
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resentment  Old  feuds  were  revived,  and  personal  quarrels  rec^^ed 
Tlie  lines  of  party  were  drawn  which  subsequent  events  more  strongly 
defined;  aud  upon  which  the  most  important  changes  in  the  political 
^ibtory  of  the  State  have  turned- 
Business  revived  slowly.  As  spring  advanced  the  mercantile  interests 
of  the  city  were  discussed  with  vigor,  and  various  were  the  raethodn  pro- 
posed for  encouraging  trade.  A  petition  fitim  several  of  the  prominent 
members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  a  confirmation  of  their  charter, 
which  was  said  to  be  forfeited,  was  duly  considered  by  the  legislature, 
and  on  the  13th  of  April  "An  act  to  remove  doubts  concemii^  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  to  confirm  the  rights  and  privileges  thereof." 
became  a  law.  Seven  days  later  a  meeting  was  held  and  the 
iostitutiou  reorganized  under  the  name  of  the  "  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  State  of  New  York."  Old  members,  who  bad  been  exiles 
from  the  city  for  seven  years,  as  well  as  many  of  those  who  had  kept  np 
the  meetings  during  the  war,  continued  or  renewed  their  connection  with 
the  Chamber;  among  these  were  John  Alsop,  Daniel  Phoenix,  Isaac 
Koosevelt,  the  noted  Whig  and  State  senator,  Robert  R,  Waddell,  Jacobus 
Van  Zandt,  James  Beekman,  Gerardus  Duyckinck,  who  loet  seven  houses 
in  the  fire  of  1778,  Daniel  Ludlow,  Henry  Eemsen,  Peter  Keteltas, 
Daniel  McCormick,  a  rich  bachelor  living  on  Wall  Street,  famous  for  his 
mixture  of  generous  hospitality,  convivial  habits,  and  strict  religious  prin- 
ciples, Theophylact  Bacbe,  funner  President  of  the  Clianiber,  William 
Laight,  who  afterwards  filled  many  impoi-tant  offices  of  trust,  Oliver 
Templeton,  John  Murray,  one  of  the  elders  in  Dr.  Kodgers's  Church,  and 
at  a  later  date  President  of  the  Chamber  for  eight  years  1798-1806, 
Francis  Lewis,  Thomas  Randall,  Walter  Buchanan,  and  William  Walton 
The  subject  of  public  instruction  was  discussed  iu  social  circles,  in  the 
pulpits,  in  the  newspapers,  and  in  the  various  political  and  business 
assemblages,  during  the  winter  and  spring,  without  material  results. 
Schools  maintained  by  religious  societies  through  voluntary  contributious 
were  reopened ;  the  "  public  school,"  under  the  auspices  of  the  Consistory 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  was  henceforwai-d  called  the  "charity 
sebwl,"  and  it  lust  its  iHstinclivu  laiiyuaj;e  as  well  as  its  name.  Individ- 
lul  si'hool  t!uU;rprises  of  slight  iriipoitauce  were  projected,  and  failed  for 
want  of  supjfort.  What  to  do  wltli  Kings  College,  which  had  been  arrested 
I  i^  JU  operotioas  eight  years  befoi'e,  ami  the  edifice  used  as  a  militaiy 
n question  of  vital  iiittr.^st  Finally  an  act  of  the  l^isli- 
^  passiid  on  the  Ut  ui  May.  <  Ksted  the  University  of  the  State, 
tilntjon  patterned  iVnm  lint  English  University  of  Oxfoid, 
f  thu  college,  changing  its  uame  from  Kings  to 
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Columbia.  The  first  Begents  of  the  University  were  named  in  the  act. 
They  were  men  of  highest  eminence  and  scholarship,  empowered  to  found 
schools  and  colleges  in  any  part  of  the  State.  But  in  consequence  of 
their  residences  in  different  and  remote  sections,  a  quorum  could  not  be 
assembled,  and  the  system  was  altered  the  following  November,  and  new 
ap(»ointments  made  in  the  law.  Even  the  new  system  was  found  in- 
opcsrative.  It  was  finally  proposed  by  Hamilton,  and  recommended  by  a 
committee  of  the  Regents,  able  men,  whose  superiors  could  not  be  found 
in  the  nation,  that  each  subordinate  institution  composing  the  University 
should  have  its  own  officers  and  trustees,  with  governing  powers,  but  sub- 
ject to  the  inspection  and  control  of  the  Boanl  of  Regents.  An  act  to 
this  effect  passed  the  legislature  April  13,  1787,  and  is  still  in  force. 
Thus  did  New  York,  with  singular  foresight,  provide  her  grand  scheme 
of  public  instruction,  when  only  one  poverty-stricken  college,  and  not  an 
academy  or  a  common  school,  existed  within  her  borders.  The  Univer- 
sity now  consists  of  thirty-seven  colleges  and  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  academies,  all  acting  in  harmony,  and  greatly  influencing  some 
thirteen  thousand  common  schools,  whose  superintendent  is  himself  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

Governor  George  Clinton  was  the  first  Chancellor  of  the  University,  and 
Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers  Vice-Chancellor.^  Columbia  College  was  reorganized 
and  a  committee  empowered  to  provide,  in  a  temporary  way,  for  what 
might  be  most  needful,  but  want  of  funds  prevented  final  arningenients 
until  1787.  The  first  student  was  De  Witt  Clinton,  a  precocious  lx)y 
of  fifteen.  His  father.  General  James  Clinton,  on  his  journey  to  place 
De  Witt  in  Princeton  College,  stopped  in  New  York  City  one  summer 
morning  of  1784  Mayor  Duane  was  a  member  of  tlie  above  com- 
mittee, and,  unwilling  that  a  Clinton  should  go  out  of  the  State  for 
his  education,  hastened  to  the  elegant  scholar.  Rev.  Dr.  William  Coch- 
rane, and  induced  him  to  undertake  the  tuition  of  the  youth,  and  such 
otheis  as  might  apply,  until  professorships  in  the  college  should  be  estab- 
lished. Young  Clinton,  who  had  been  prepared  for  this  ordeal  in  the 
academy  at  Kingston,  under  John  Addison,  was  examined  in  pi'esence 
of  the  Regents  and  admitted  to  the  junior  class.  He  was  graduated  as 
Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1786.  The  first  President  of  Columbia  College,  Wil- 
liam Samuel  Johnson,  son  of  the  first  President  of  this  institution  as  Kings 
CdDegey  was  elected  in  the  spring  of  1787 ;  up  to  which  time  a  presi- 
dent's duties  were  discharged  by  the  various  professors  in  turn. 

^  John  Jay  was  the  second  Chancellor  ;  after  him,  George  Clinton  again  filled  the  office 
jeira;  and  Moigan  Lewis,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  John  Tayler,  Simeon  De  WMtt, 
Van  BeoMdear,  James  King,  Peter  Wendell,  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing,  John  V.  L.  Pruyn, 
C.  Benedict  have  followed  in  regular  succession  until  the  present  date,  18S0. 
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Among  the  early  Begents  were  Bishop  Provost,  Rev.  Dr.  Livingston, 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Mason,  Rev.  John  Grano,  John  Jay,  Leonard  Lisp^nard, 
Walter  Livingston,  John  Rutherford,  Morgan  Lewis,  Anthony  Hoffmann, 
Lewis  Morris,  John  Lawrence,  Ebenezer  Russell,  Dr.  John  Cochrane,  Dr. 
Charles  McKnight,  Alexander  Hamilton,  Walter  Livingston,  Thomas 
Jones,  Mathew  Clarkson,  and  Abraham  B.  Bancker,  nearly  all  of  whom 
were  characters  familiar  to  the  reader.  Rev.  John  G«no,  a  clerical  scholar 
of  rare  culture,  pastor  of  the  infant  Baptist  Church  for  sixteen  years 
prior  to  the  war,  had  been  a  chaplain  in  the  army,  and  upon  returning 
to  the  city  with  the  establishment  of  peace  could  find  but  thirty-seven 
out  of  his  two  hundred  church-members.  Their  little  house  of  worship 
had  been  used  as  a  stable,  but  was  soon  repaired.  Mr.  Gano  labored 
successfully  in  this  field  until  1788,  when  he  resigned  his  chaige  and 
removed  into  the  wilds  of  Kentucky.  During  his  ministry  he  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  persons.  His 
successor  was  Rev.  Dr.  Benjamin  Foster,  who  filled  the  pulpit  ten  years. 
The  third  pastor  was  Rev.  William  Collier.  During  the  ministry  of  the 
latter  the  old  structure  was  replaced  by  a  new  one,  sixty -five  feet  by  eighty, 
and  the  dedication  sermon  was  preached  in  May,  1802,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ste- 
phen Gano,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  son  of  Rev.  John  Grano.* 

Dr.  Charles  McKnight  was  not  only  one  of  the  R^ents,  but  was  pres- 
ently appointed  Professor  of  Surgery  and  Anatomy  in  Columbia  Coll^, 
and  also  Port  Physician  of  New  York.  He  had  served  the  countrv 
throughout  the  Revolution,  was  three  years  "  Senior  Surgeon  of  the 
Flying  Hospital,"  and  towards  the  close  of  the  war  became  "  Surgeon 
General  and  Chief  Physician"  of  the  army.  He  was  specially  distin- 
guished as  a  practical  surgeon,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  writes  Duer. 
"was  without  a  rival  in  that  branch  of  his  profession."*     His  wife  was  a 

*  See  Vol.  1.  753.  Stephen  Gano,  a  Huguenot,  whose  parents  settled  in  New  Roch^lk, 
married  Ann  Walton.  Their  grandson  was  Rev.  John  Gano  ;  his  sons  were :  John,  of  Cin- 
cinnati ;  Isaac ;  Richard  Montgomery,  grandfather  of  Dr.  James  M.  Gano,  of  New  York, 
George  A.  Gano,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  and  Joseph  J.  Gano,  of  Pittsfield,  Illinois;  Rev.  Ste- 
phen, of  Providence  ;  and  William.  Among  the  prominent  members  of  the  family  in  Cin- 
cinnati is  John  Gano,  of  The  Cincinnati  Commercial. 

'  Dr.  Charles  McKnight  was  bom  in  1750,  at  Cranberry,  New  Jersey,  and  died  in  1791. 
He  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Charles  McKnight,  a  Presbyterian  clei^yman  who  came  to  this  countn 
aboat  the  year  1740,  and  became  pastor  of  the  united  congregations  of  Cranberry  and  -Mlentown, 
New  Jersey,  and  afterwards  of  Shrewsbury  and  Middleton  Point.  The  McKnight  family, 
originally  of  Scotland,  located  in  the  County  of  Antrim,  Ireland,  about  the  close  of  the  ni- 
teenth  century,  where  they  subsequently  distinguished  themselves  in  the  cause  of  William 
III.  The  father  of  Rev.  Charles  McKnight  was  Rev.  John  McKnight,  a  divine  of  prtx 
eminence,  whose  father,  Mr.  John  McKnight,  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  Ix>ndonderTY  in  the 
"™«norable  siege  of  that  city,  and  afterwards  lost  an  arm  at  the  decisive  battle  of  the  Boyn*. 

t  chnrch  at  Middleton  Point  was  barued  by  a  detachment  of  British  troops  in  1777,  ^ 
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lady  of  great  personal  beauty  and  social  prominence.  She  was  Mary,  the 
only  daughter  of  the  famous  lawyer  and  patriot,  John  Morin  Scott,  who, 
as  the  young  widow  of  a  British  officer.  Colonel  John  Litchfield,  spent 
the  greater  part  of  the  period  of  hostilities  within  the  British  lines,  and 
is  said  to  have  furnished  mate1*ial  information  to  her  father  and  to 
Grovernor  Livingston,  with  whose  daughters  she  was  in  constant  corre- 
spondence. Her  intense  devotion  to  the  American  cause  is  not  surprising, 
when  we  remember  the  blended  races  to  which  she  owed  her  ancestry. 
Her  father  was  of  ancient  Scotch  lineage ;  her  mother,  Helena  Rutgers, 
of  New  York,  was  of  the  prominent  old  Dutch  stock ;  and  her  grand- 
mother, Marie  Morin,  was  from  an  equally  high-toned  French  Huguenot 
family  who  settled  in  New  York  after  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes.  Some  of  Mrs.  McKnight*s  spirited  letters  are  in  existence ;  two 
or  three  written  to  Miss  Anna  Van  Home,  one  of  the  daughters  of  David 
Van  Home,  afterwards  the  wife  of  William  Edgar,  give  thrilling  glimpses 
into  the  midnight  scenes  of  that  summer  of  alarm,  1776.  The  Scott 
family  had  taken  refuge  in  New  Jersey,  and  mmors  that  the  British  were 
about  to  land  were  perpetual.  "  We  have,"  she  writes,  **  our  coach  stand- 
ing before  our  door  every  night,  and  the  horses  hamessed,  ready  to  make 
our  escape  if  we  have  time."  They  were,  it  seems,  ordered  to  fly  one  night 
in  the  midst  of  a  violent  thunder-storm.  "After  proceeding  about  a 
mile,"  she  says,  *'  old  daddy  Caesar  was  so  frightened  he  could  not  manage 
the  horses,  so  mamma  sent  me  outside  to  drive." 

The  press  was  in  a  formative  state,  like  all  other  institutiona  Journal- 
ism had  not  yet  become  a  profession.  Existing  newspapers  were  few, 
and  managed  by  ambitious  political  chiefs,  as  armies  are  manipulated  by 
their  generals.  The  sheets  were  small  upon  which  they  were  printed, 
and  crowded  with  advertisements.  The  reading  matter,  what  there  was 
of  it,  was  contributed  by  scholars  and  politicians,  but  nearly  every  writer 
was  bound  to  party,  and  many  years  were  to  elapse  before  the  germ  of 
what  is  now  one  of  the  chief  glories  of  America  acquired  anything  ap- 
proximating to  full  freedom  of  thought  and  action. 

In  the  early  part  of  1784  the  New  York  legislature,  learning  of  the 
death  of  John  Holt,  the  printer,  who  had  been  "  of  eminent  service  to  his 
country,"  employed  Mrs.  Elizal^eth  Holt,  his  widow,  in  printing  the 
journals  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  government ;  she  also  con- 
ducted the  paper  for  a  time  which  Holt  had  published  in  Poughkeepsie 
during  the  conflict,  and  resumed  in  New  York  in  1783,  called  The  Inde- 
pendent Gazette,  or  New  York  Journal  revived.     Four  newspapers  flour- 

tlie  Key.  Charles  McKnight  was  carried  a  prisoner  lo  New  York,  where  he  died  January  1, 1778. 
He  wu  present  at  the  battle  of  Princeton,  and  stood  so  near  General  Mercer  when  he  fell  as  tc 
receive  a  severe  saber-cut  on  his  head.    He  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  Princeton  CoIle|^. 
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ished  in  the  city  during  the  greater  period  of  its  occupancy  by  the 
British  troops ;  in  order  to  have  the  advantage  of  a  daily  newspaper,  an 
arrangement  was  made  with  the  proprietors  of  each  to  publish  on  diflTer- 
ent  days.  Thus  Bivington's  Royal  Gazette,  which  was  the  most  notable 
of  any  for  its  extraordinary  untruths  and  abuse  of  the  Americans,  ap- 
peared on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  Hugh  Graine*8  Crozette  or  Mercury 
on  Mondays,  and  two  others  of  lesser  importance  on  Thursdays  and  Fri- 
days. As  the  war  drew  to  a  close  Rivington's  loyalty  cooled*  He 
wished  to  continue  his  residence  in  New  York,  where  he  had  established 
a  bookstore.  His  paper  dropped  its  appendages  of  royalty  And  appeared 
as  a  plain  democratic  newspaper,  entitled  RivingUnCs  New  York  ChvuUe 
and  Universal  Advertiser.  But  he  was  disturbed  by  the  people,  and 
relinquished  the  enterprise  before  the  end  of  a  twelvemonth.  Hugh 
Gainers  paper  closed  with  the  war.  He  had  been  distinguished  by  the 
facility  with  which  he  could  balance  himself  upon  the  political  fence ; 
when  fortune  was  with  the  British  he  was  the  most  loyal  of  kin^y  sub- 
jects, when  with  America  he  was  a  patriot  of  deepest  dya  "  When  the 
contest  was  doubtful  he  was  the  completest  pattern  of  a  genuine  doubter.* 
Samuel  Loudon,  editor  of  The  New  York  Packet  and  American  Advertiser, 
returned  from  Fishkill  to  New  York  on  the  conclusion  of  peace ;  in  1785 
he  changed  his  publiciition,  which  was  the  political  opponent  of  The  New 
York  Journal,  fn)m  a  weekly  to  a  daily.  Loudon  himself  was  an  elder 
in  the  Scotch  Fiwsbvterian  Church  of  New  York. 

The  population  of  the  city,  a  practical  fusion  of  many  elements  and 
nationalities,  was  in  a  changeful  condition  during  the  entire  period  com- 
prehended in  the  present  chapter.  Homes  were  little  more  than  resting- 
places.  Everything  was  mixed  and  uncertain.  Houses  were  occupied 
one  day  and  vaciint  the  next.  People  moved  into  the  town,  but  others 
moved  away;  thus  there  was  no  material  increase  of  abiding  citizens 
Rubbish  and  ruins  still  marked  the  track  of  the  great  fire  of  1776,  and 
one  or  two  hundred  horses  and  cows  might  have  been  seen  grazing  in  the 
open  fields  al)out  Keade  Street,  where  there  was  a  burying-ground  for 
negroes,  and  scan^ely  a  single  house.  In  the  rear  of  the  Old  City  Hospital, 
l>etween  Duane  and  Anthonv  Streets,  was  a  rural  orchard  so  secluded 
that  it  was  chosen  for  the  scene  of  a  duel  in  1786,  in  which  one  of  the 
parties  was  mortally  wounded.  The  map  of  Manhattan  Island  (page  68) 
forcibly  illustn\tes  the  size  of  Xew  York  City  at  this  juncture,  a  mere 
"Deck  in  comj>arison  with  its  present  proportions.  Its  population  did  not 
uy  time  within  these  four  years  exceed  twenty-four  thousand  Its 
''irectory,  published  in  1786,  was  a  little  primer  of  eighty-two  pages, 
log  nine  hundred  names  of  individuals  and  firms,  with  statistics 
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of  a  varied  character,  an  almanac,  and  a  table  of  coins ;  this  was  produced 
by  David  Franks,  who  advertised  himself  as  an  attorney,  and  Shepherd 
Kollock,  formerly  of  The  New  Jersey  Joumaly  both  editors  as  well  as 
enterprising  printers ;  KoUock  was  also  a  judge  of  common  pleas  for 
thirty-five  years.  Public  whipping  was  still  in  vogue  for  various  mis- 
demeanors, men  were  imprisoned  for  debt^  and  colored  slaves  occupied 
a  niche  in  every  household  of  importance. 

Several  prominent  military  characters  passed  away  during  the  same 
period.  Lord  Stirling  died  in  Albany,  in  January,  1783.  He  had  ren- 
dered constant  and  important  services  to  the  country  since  the  b^inning 
of  the  war,  and  was  deeply  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him  in  public  or  in 
private  life.  His  estates  were  sacrificed  at  forced  sales,  and  nothing  was 
left  his  family  of  value.  Oliver  De  Lancey  died  in  England  in  Novem- 
ber, 1785,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  ;^  he  had  fought  for  Greorge  III.  with 
a  self-sacrificing  heroism  vastly  exceeding  that  of  England's  native  gen- 
erals ;  but  from  his  life-long  connection  with  New  York  affairs,  the  news 
of  his  death  was  received  with  tearful  sadness.  Alexander  McDougall 
died  in  June,  1786.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  senate  at  the 
time  of  his  decease,  one  of  the  most  fearless  of  politicians,  with  original 
and  intelligent  views.  Isaac  Roosevelt  succeeded  him  as  President  of 
the  Bank  of  New  York.  The  same  month  was  marked  by  the  death  of 
Nathaniel  Greene,  who  next  to  Washington  was  esteemed  one  oi  the 
greatest  generals  America  had  as  yet  produced.  He  breathed  out  his 
valuable  life  at  the  beautiful  plantation  near  Savannah  which  had  been 
presented  to  him  by  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Meanwhile  there  were  many  notable  occasions  for  rejoicing.  Both  La- 
fayette and  Washington  were  received  with  august  ceremonies  by  the  city. 
Another  great  day  was  when  John  Jay  returned  from  his  successful  Euro- 
pean mission,  July  24, 1784.  The  mayor  and  corporation  greeted  him  widi 
an  address  of  welcome,  presenting  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box. 

1  Oliver  De  Lancey,  fifth  son  of  Etienne  De  Lancey  (born  in  1718,  died  in  1785),  married 
Phila,  daughter  of  Jacob  Franlu,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1742.  (See  Vol.  I.  581,  532.)  Their  six 
children  were  :  Stephen,  married  Cornelia  Barclay,  afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the  Pfh*n*^T 
and  Oovemor  of  Tobago ;  Oliyer,  who  suoceeded  Andi^  as  A^jntant-Geneiml  of  thA  Brit* 
ish  anny  ;  Susanna,  married  General  Sir  William  Draper ;  Phila,  married  Stephen  Pftyne 
Galwey,  counselor  to  the  Governor  of  Antigua ;  Anna,  married  John  Harris  Cruger ;  and 
Chariotte,  married  Field  Marshal  Sir  David  Dundas,  K.  C.  R  The  only  son  of  Stephen 
(elder  son  of  Oliver)  was  Sir  William  Howe  De  Lancey,  K.  C.  B.,  who  was  IdUad  ttl  tbe 
battle  of  Waterloo.  The  eldest  daaghti'r  of  Stephen,  Susan  De  Lanoey,  inarmd-  for  her 
•eoond  husband  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  Oovemor  of  St.  Helena  during  the  captivity  of  Napoleon 
the  Great  Susanna,  the  sister  of  Ohver  De  Lancey,  who  married  Sir  Peter  Warren  (see 
YoL  1.  586^  58a),  had  three  dan^ten  :  Anna,  married  (1758)  Chadea.  Fitiroy.  first  B^ron 
SonthMBptoii ;  Charlotta,  married  0768)  WiUoughby  Bortia,  fomrtb  Earl  of  Abingikm  ; 
Sonnna,  married  William  Skinner  of  New  Jersey,  whoaa  Q«}yfC)41dft8i]«iui.lUri|l|.lQMri^ 
h«r  oouiin,  Miyor-Genaral  Hanryy  third  Viiooiuit  O^fls. 
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The  utmost  enthusiasm  prevailed.  He  was  caressed  and  fSted  Every 
one  delighted  in  doing  him  honor.  The  whole  city  was  brilliant  with 
festivities.  While  upon  the  eve  of  sailing  for  home  he  had  received  a 
farewell  letter  from  David  Hartley,  exceptionably  interesting  in  this  con- 
nection as  an  illustration  of  the  good- will,  respect,  and  confidence  which 
our  New  York  envoy  commanded  in  Great  Britain^  in  which  occurs  the 
following  paragraph:  — 

''  Your  pubhc  and  private  conduct  has  impressed  me  with  unalterable  eoteem 
for  you  as  a  public  and  private  friend ;  ...  if  I  should  not  have  the  good 
fortune  to  see  you  again,  I  hope  you  will  always  think  of  me  as  eternally  and 
unalterably  attached  to  the  principles  of  renewing  and  establishing  the  most 
intimate  connection  of  amity  and  intercourse  and  alliance  between  our  two 
couutries.  I  presume  that  the  subject  of  American  intercourse  will  soon  be 
renewed  in  Parliament,  as  the  term  of  the  present  act  approaches  to  its  expira- 
tion. The  resumption  of  this  subject  in  Parliament  will  probably  give  ground 
to  some  specific  negotiation  —  you  know  my  sentiments  already.  I  thank  yoa 
for  your  inquiries  concerning  my  sister.  She  continues  much  in  the  same  way 
as  when  you  were  at  Bath  —  that  is  to  say,  as  we  hope  in  a  £ur  way  to  final 
recovery,  though  very  slowly.  My  brother  is  well,  and  joins  with  me  in  sincere 
good  wishes  to  yourself  and  fiEmiily,  and  to  the  renovation  of  all  those  ties  of 
consanguinity  and  friendship  which  have  for  ages  been  interwoven  between  our 
respective  countries."^ 

ChancellortRobert  R  Livingston  wrote  on  the  30th  from  Clermont, 
congratulating  Jay  upon  his  safe  return.  Livingston  had  retired  from 
his  position  as  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affdrs  in  1783,  but  Congress  had 
not  yet  been  able  to  fill  his  place  satisfactorily.  The  responsible  office 
was  tendered  to  Jay  ;  and  while  the  question  of  his  acceptance  was  in 
abeyance,  the  legislature  of  New  York  appointed  him  one  of  its  del^ates 
to  Congress,  ^vhich  convened  in  November  at  Trenton.  Jay  did  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  the  place  of  meeting  inconvenient,  and,  fully  aware 
of  the  necessity  of  secrecy  in  diplomatic  affairs,  was  unwilling  to  assume 
the  duties  of  state  unless  he  could  have  the  selection  of  his  own  clerks 
—  appointments  hitherto  under  the  control  of  Congress.  After  consid- 
erable spirited  discussion  it  was  determined  that  New  York  City  should 
be  the  future  seat  of  Congress,  to  which  place  it  removed  on  the  23d  of 
December,  1784  Elbridge  Gerry  wrote  to  General  Warren,  under  the 
same  date:  — 

"It  is  fortunate  that  we  arrived  here  as  we  did,  for  otherwise  Congress 
would  by  this  time  have  been  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  treasury  in  such  huKls 

^  David  Hartley  to  John  Jay,  March  %  1784.  This  letter,  from  among  th«  privite  pap«« 
of  Chief  Justice  Jay,  and  for  which  the  author  is  indebted  to  the  ooorteay  of  Hon.  Jolm  Jaj. 
is  now  for  the  first  time  pnfaliahed. 
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as  you  and  I  could  not  appioye.  Theie  was  a  stronger  party  formed  against 
us  than  I  remember  to  have  seen,  but  I  think  it  will  subside  and  matters  be  in 
a  good  train  again.  We  have  carried  two  great  points  to-day  by  passing  an 
ordinance,  first,  to  appoint  three  Commissioners  to  lay  out  a  district  on  the 
branch  of  either  side  of  the  Delaware,  within  eight  miles  of  this  place,  to  pur- 
chase the  soil  and  enter  into  contracts  for  erecting  suitable  buildings ;  secondly, 
to  adjourn  to  New  York  and  reside  there  until  suitable  buildings  are  prepared. 
This  I  consider  a  fortunate  affair  in  every  respect  but  one.  It  is  so  disagreeable 
to  our  worthy  secretary,  that  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  he  will  resign  his 
appointment.  We  have  been  so  happy  also  as  to  remove  some  objections  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Jay  to  the  acceptance  of  his  office,  and  he  yesterday  took  the  oaths 
and  entered  on  the  business  of  his  department." 

Thus  the  year  1785  dawned  upon  New  York  City  as  the  capital  of 
the  natioiL  The  corporation  tendered  Congress  the  use  of  the  City  Hall 
on  Wall  Street,  together  with  such  other  public  buildings  as  might  be 
necessary  for  its  accommodatiorL  Bishop  Provost  was  appointed  chap- 
lain, through  the  nomination  of  Walter  livingstoa  Foreign  affairs 
were  organized  by  John  Jay  on  a  modest  scala  But  he  found  them 
peculiarly  burdensome  through  the  want  of  executive  authority  in  the 
administration.  His  thoughts  were  at  once  directed  towards  altering  the 
existing  Constitution.  "  Until  this  be  done,"  he  wrote  on  May  10,  1785, 
"  the  chain  which  holds  us  together  will  be  too  feeble  to  bear  much  oppo- 
sition or  exertion,  and  we  shall  be  daily  mortified  by  seeing  the  links 
of  it  giving  way  and  calling  for  repair,  one  after  another." 

An  interesting  commercial  event  thrilled  New  York  before  the  end  of 
May.  The  ship  Empress,  the  first  vessel  ever  sent  from  the 
United  States  to  China,  returned  to  this  port  with  flying  colors. 
An  official  account  of  the  important  voyage  was  at  once  communicated  to 
Secretary  Jay,  which  he  laid  before  Congress.  The  respect  with  which 
the  American  flag  had  been  treated  by  a  people  who  had  hitherto  but 
confused  ideas  of  the  new  republic,  together  with  the  successful  estab- 
lishment of  a  direct  trade  with  that  distant  empire,  gave  fresh  impulse 
and  energy  to  every  branch  of  industry,  and  opened  new  objects  to  all 
America. 

Spain  by  this  time  found  it  expedient  to  solicit  the  friendship  of  the 
United  States.  After  signing  the  treaties  in  Paris,  she  had  invited  Jay 
to  resume  his  n^otiations  at  Madrid,  which  he  declined ;  and  America 
had  since  shown  no  inclination  to  court  her  favor.  But  before  Congress 
adjourned  for  the  summer,  a  Spanish  plenipotentiary  arrived,  and  Secre- 
tary Jay  had  the  singular  satisfaction  of  conducting  him  to  the  Congress 

chamber  in  Wall  Street,  and  announcing  him  to  the  dignified  body  there 
VOL.  n.  19 
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assembled.  When  his  commission  and  letters  of  credence  had  beeD 
delivered  and  read,  Don  Diego  Gardoqui  addressed  the  president  and 
members,  standing  uncovered  while  declaring  the  affection  of  his  master, 
the  King  of  Spain,  for  them,  "  his  great  and  beloved  friends." 

Full  powers  had  been  given  to  its  ministers  in  Europe  by  Congress 
to  treat  with  Morocco,  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli  John  Adams,  still  in 
Holland,  had  been  actively  studying  the  habits  and  forms  of  these  African 
governments  and  their  treaties.  He  was  in  Versailles,  consulting  Ver- 
gennes  about  money  and  presents  —  who  said  that  "the  Emperor  of 
Morocco  was  the  most  interested  man  in  the  world,  and  the  most  greedy 
of  money  "  —  when  news  came  that  he  had  been  elected  to  represent  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain.  In  reply  to  the  felicitations 
of  Vergenues,  he  said  he  did  not  know  but  it  merited  compassion  rather 
than  felicitation.  "  Ah,  why  ? "  asked  Vergennes,  with  astonishment. 
"  Because,  as  you  know,  it  is  a  species  of  degradation  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  after  having  been  accredited  to  the  King  of  France,  to  be  sent  to 
any  other  court."  "  But,  permit  me  to  say,"  continued  Vergennes,  "  it  is 
a  great  thing  to  be  the  first  ambassador  from  your  country  to  the  countn* 
you  sprang  from.  It  is  a  mark."  The  Duke  of  Dorset  congratulatel 
Adams,  and  told  him  he  would  "  be  stared  at  a  great  deal"  Adams 
i-eplied  that  he  "  trembled  at  the  thought  of  going  there ;  and  was  afraiil 
they  would  gaze  with  evil  eyes."  One  of  the  foreign  ambassador?, 
surprised  to  learn  that  Adams  had  never  been  in  England  but  once,  ex- 
claimed, "  But  you  have  relations  there  ?"  "None  at  all,"  replied  Adams 
"  None !  how  can  tliat  be  ?  You  are  of  English  extraction  ?  "  "  Neither 
my  father  or  mother,  grandfather  or  grandmother,  gi-eat-grandfather  'T 
great-grandmother,  nor  any  other  relation  that  I  know  of  or  care  a 
farthing  for,  has  been  in  England  these  hundred  and  fifty  years ;  so  that 
you  see  I  have  not  one  drop  of  blood  in  my  veins  but  what  is  American." 
"  Ay,  we  have  seen  proof  enough  of  that,"  answered  the  Minister. 

Before  the  end  of  May  Adams  was  in  London,  where  he  was  treated 
with  distinguished  consideration.  The  incidents  of  his  first  inter\'iew 
with  George  III.  were  faithfully  published  to  the  remotest  ends  of  the 
civilized  world.  The  king  pronounced  his  address  "  extremely  i>roper." 
and  in  reply  said,  "  I  will  be  very  fmnk  with  you.  I  was  the  last  to 
consent  to  the  separation  ;  but,  the  separation  having  been  made,  and 
having  become  inevitable,  I  have  always  said,  as  I  say  now,  that  I  would 
l)e  the  first  to  meet  the  friendship  of  the  United  States  as  an  independent 
power."  During  the  conversation  which  f(dlowed,  the  king  asked  Atlam** 
if  he  was  just  from  France,  and  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  laugh- 
ingly remarked,  "  An  opinion  prevails  among  some  people  that  you  an* 
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not  the  most  attached  of  all  your  countrymen  to  the  manners  of  France." 
With  graceful  pleasantry  Adams  admitted  the  truth  of  the  speculation, 
saying,  "  I  have  no  attachment  but  to  my  own  country "  "  An  honest 
man  will  never  have  any  other,"  was  the  quick  rejoinder  of  the  king. 

Wall  Street,  notable  for  having  been  the  scene  of  many  of  the  most 
significant  and  exciting  events  in  American  history,  was  not  only  where 
the  first  ambassador  was  chosen  for  Great  Britain,  and  his  instructions 
elaborately  prepared  by  Secretary  Jay  of  New  York,  but  it  was  in  a 
tumult  of  enthusiasm  one  chilly  day  late  in  the  autunm  of  this  ^,  _ 
year,  on  the  occasion  of  the  reception  by  Congress  of  the  first 
consul-general  from  (Jeorge  III.  to  the  United  States,  Sir  John  Temple, 
whose  commission  had  been,  executed  in  February.  Here,  too,  in  the  old 
historic  City  Hall,  which  was  soon  to  be  burnished  anew,  Thomas  Jefier- 
son  was  elected  (March  10)  Minister  to  France,  Franklin  having  earnestly 
asked  permission  to  return  to  America,  and  John  Rutledge  was  appointed 
to  the  Netherlands  (July  5)  in  place  of  Adams ;  here  the  grave  ques- 
tions necessary  for  the  dignified  maintenance  of  the  peace  secured  with 
the  various  nations  of  Europe  were  discussed  daily;  here  Secretary  Jay 
met  the  ofl'ers  of  Spain  in  regard  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
with  the  offer  to  forbear  navigating  its  waters  below  the  southern 
boundaiy  of  the  republic  for  a  term  of  twenty  or  thirty  years,  while  re- 
fusing to  relinquish  the  right  —  which  the  Spanish  Minister  would  not 
concede  ;  and  liere  the  remonstrance  of  Congress  at  what  was  deemed  an 
infraction  of  the  treaty,  embodied  in  a  memorial  to  the  British  Ministry, 
demanding  the  immediate  removal  of  its  garrisons  from  no  less  than 
seven  specified  military  posts  on  the  frontiers,  was  penned,  and  a  secret 
act  immediately  passed,  limited  to  one  year,  giving  Secretary  Jay  dis- 
cretionary power  to  inspect  letters  in  the  post-office.  The '  probable 
motive  for  this  last  extraordinary  measure  was  to  discover  the  nature 
of  instructions  sent  from  England  to  the  commanders  of  the  garrisons, 
but  it  is  not  known  that  the  power  was  ever  exercised. 

Congress  elected  Samuel  Osgood,  Walter  Livingston,  and  John  Lewis 
Gervais  commissioners  of  the  treasury.  But  the  New  York  Legisla- 
ture repealed  an  act  which  granted  the  revenues  of  its  port  to  the 
Umted  States,  and  established  a  custom-house  and  a  system  of  its  own. 
Every  efibrt  to  restore  to  Congress  the  disposition  and  control  of  this 
revenue  proved  unsuccessful  The  city  was  the  great  commercial  mart 
of  the  Union  ;  and  the  collectors  were  appointed  by,  and  made  amenable 
exclusively  to,  the  State  authorities.  In  1786  the  legislature  made  the 
import  duties  payable  to  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the  State.  Congress, 
perceiving  the  national  credit  more  than  ever  endangered  by  this  enact- 
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meat,  requested  Governor  Clintoc  to  conveae  tbe  legislature  for  its  recon- 
sideration. He  declined,  upon  the  ground  that  no  sufficient  cause  was 
shown  for  tlie  exercise  of  this  extraordinary  power,  the  decision  baviajr 
been  recent  and  the  result  of  mature  deliberation.  Shortly  afterward 
a  proposition  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  Europe  was  referred  by  Congress  to 
Secretary  .Jay,  wlio  reported  that  it  appeared  to  him  improper  to  inaugu- 
rate any  such  proceeding,  as  the  Federal  government  was  rather  paternal 
and  persuasive,  than  coercive  and  efficient.  "  Congress,"  be  said,  "  can 
make  no  certain  dependence  on  the  States  for  any  specific  sums,  to  be 
required  and  paid  at  any  given  periods,  and  consequently  is  not  in  a 
capacity  safely  to  pledge  its  honor  and  faith  as  a  borrower."  Congress, 
indeed,  had  not  even  the  power  to  r^ulate  trade  so  as  to  counteract  tJie  un- 
friendly regulations  of  other 
nations ;  each  State  having 
reserved  to  iteelf  tbe  right  of 
imposing,  coUecting,  and  ap- 
propriating duties  on  its  own 
commerce. 

To  add  to  the  pecuniary 
embarrassments  of  tbe  time, 
forged  notes  and  counterfeit 
bills  circulated  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  notwithstandini; 
the  severe  penalties  involveii. 
William  Stephens  Smith, sec- 
retary of  legation  under 
Adams  in  London,  bad  de- 
tected and  arrested  several 
persons  in  this  employment 
while  in  the  execution  of 
his  ofhce  as  commissioner  to 
superintend  tbe  embarkation 
of  loyalists  from  tbe  port 
of  New  York.  The  sketch  is 
the  fac-simile  of  a  cutiohs 
relic  preserved  by  Egbert 
Benson;  it  was  delivered  into 
uirt  liv  tlu'  ;fnuni  jurv  in  May.  17S7,  with  bill  against  Mr.  Field,  Uie 
uiii  who  iitti'Mipti'd  to  pass  it,  ■  knowingly." 

Tlif  tii-^i  Kiiikiuij  iu.-itttution  in  New  York  originated  in  tbe  l»ain  I'f 
LlfMuiilff  Ilamiltou,  and  commenced  operations  in  1784,  under  "articles 
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of  association/*  drawn  by  Hamilton,  who  was  a  member  of.  its  first  board 
of  directors.  Hamilton,  as  well  as  Gouvemeur  Morris,  had  materially 
assisted  Robert  Morris  in  the  establishment  of  the  "  Bank  of  North 
America ''  at  Philadelphia,  the  first  organized  bank  in  the  United  States, 
chartered  December  31,  1781 ;  and  Hamilton  had  filled  the  office,  for  a 
considerable  period,  of  receiver  of  the  Continental  taxes  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  exerting  himself  the  while  to  impress  upon  the  legislature  the 
importance  of  his  favorite  financial  ideas  concerning  a  national  bank. 
The  "  Bank  of  New  York  "  was  not,  however,  chartered  until  May  21, 1791. 

"  It  takes  time  to  make  sovereigns  of  subjects,"  wrote  Jay  to  Jefierson 
in  the  autumn  of  1785.  The  pressure  of  a  common  danger  having  been 
removed,  the  defects  of  the  existing  confederation  were  actually  menacing 
the  country  with  ruin.  The  loyalists  were  exultant,  and  said  the  Ameri- 
cans had  found  *"  their  idol,  their  phantom,  independency,  a  mere  ignis 
fatuus,"  in  short,  that  they  were  incapable  of  governing  themselves.  It 
was  clear  that  one  body  of  men,  daily  changing  its  members,  could  never 
manage  the  three  great  departments  of  sovereignty  —  legislative,  judicial, 
and  executive — with  convenience  or  effect  Obstacles  of  a  startling 
character  interposed  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  there 
were  symptoms  of  uneasiness  among  the  Indians,  and  rumors  of  secret 
preparations  in  Canada,  as  if  for  another  war.  Congress  discovered,  upon 
investigation,  that  laws  enacted  by  at  least  five  of  the  States,  of  which 
New  York  was  one,  restrained  the  collection  of  debts  due  to  British  sub- 
jects, in  manifest  violation  of  the  treaty ;  and  it  called  upon  them  to 
repeal  such  acts,  but  had  no  authority  to  compel  acquiescence. 

Affairs  were  approaching  a  crisis.  Meanwhile  a  convention,  proposed 
by  James  Madison  in  the  l^islature  of  Virginia,  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  uniform  system  of  commercial  regulations,  was  held  at  Annapolis. 
Delegates  were  present  from  five  States,  Virginia,  Delaware,  Penn-  i^ae. 
sylvania.  New  Jersey,  and  New  York.  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  Sept. 
had  recently  attacked  the  problem  of  self-government  with  the  keen  in- 
stincts of  a  veteran,  represented  New  York.  Nothing  of  importance  was 
accomplished  by  this  assemblage  except  a  recommendation  to  Congress, 
which  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  del^ates  to  meet  in  Philadelphia 
the  following  May,  for  the  sole  and  express  purpose  of  revising  the  articles 
of  confederation. 

Richard  Henry  Lee  was  president  of  Congress  in  1785,  and  Charles 
Thompson  secretary.  To  the  latter  we  owe  the  careful  preservation  of 
the  journals  of  Congress  through  the  stormy  period.  He  was  the  sole 
secretary  from  1774  to  1789,  and  made  two  copies  of  the  records  with  his 
own  hand.     His  life  was  singularly  noble  and  upright,  and  his  devotion 
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to  the  interests  of  the  nation  in  its  in&noy  deserving  of  immortal  honor. 
He  was  a  classical  scholar  as  well  as  a  cultivated  gentleman,  and  the 
Mend  of  all  the  great  men  of  his  time.  President  Lee  entertained  guests 
three  times  a  week,  but  never  invited  ladies,  having  none  at  his  own 
house ;  John  Quincy  Adams  enjoyed  his  hospitality  during  a  visit  to 
New  York  in  the  hot  summer  of  1785,  and  vmting  to  his  sister  in  Lon- 
don of  the  duties  of  the  presidential  office,  said,  **  He  is  obliged,  in  this 
weather,  to  sit  in  Congress  from  eleven  in  the  morning  until  four  in  the 
afternoon,  the  warmest  and  most  disagreeable  part  of  the  day.  It  was 
expected  that  Congress  would  adjourn  during  the  dog-days,  at  least,  but 
they  have  so  much  business  that  a  recess,  however  short,  would  leave 
them  behindhand." 

John  Quincy  Adams,  then  eighteen,  had  just  returned  fix>m  Europe 
to  complete  his  education  at  Harvard  Coll^.  He  had  accompanied 
his  father  to  Holland  and  France,  and  served  as  private  secretary  to 
Francis  Dana,  who  from  his  secretaryship  with  John  Adams  was  sent 
as  plenipotentiaiy  to  Russia  in  1781.  Young  .Adams  was  the  recipient 
of  many  civilities  in  New  York.  He  dined  with  Secretary  Jay,  with 
Theodore  Sedgwick,  and  vrith  Grovemor  George  Clinton ;  breakfSeisted  with 
Elbridge  Gerry,  who  married  Miss  Thompson  of  New  York ;  and  wrote 
to  his  sister  of  taking  tea,  July  20,  with  David  Samsey,  the  historian 
and  author  from  South  Carolina,  where  he  met  the  Spanish  Minister,  and 
also  Van  Berckel,  the  first  Dutch  Minister  to  the  United  States.  He 
visited  Eufus  King,  member  of  Congress  from  New  England,  who 
married,  in  1786,  Mary,  the  only  daughter  of  John  Alsop,  and  made  New 
York  his  permanent  residence.  "  I  am  pleased  with  these  intermarriages," 
wrote  Secretary  Jay  to  John  Adams,  in  May  of  the  last-named  year ; 
"they  tend  to  assimilate  the  States,  and  to  promote  one  of  the  first 
wishes  of  my  heart,  to  see  the  people  of  America  become  one  nation  in 
every  respect."  John  Adams  upon  receipt  of  the  intelligence,  imme- 
diately wrote  a  letter  of  cougratulation  to  Mr.  King,  in  which  he  said, 
"  Your  marriage,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  G^rry,  gives  me  the  more  pleasure, 
probably,  as  a  good  work  of  the  same  kind,  for  connecting  Massachusetts 
and  New  York  in  the  bonds  of  love,  was  going  on  here  " ;  and  proceeds 
to  announce  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Abigail  to  William  Stephens 
Smith  of  New  York,  the  ceremony  having  just  been  performed  in  London 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bishop  of  Asaph. 

Secretary  and  Mrs.  Knox  gave  an  elegant  dinner  at  their  residence 
four  miles  out  of  the  city,  at  which  John  Quincy  Adams  met  several 
celebrities.  He  described  Lady  Kitty  Duer,  the  daughter  of  Lord  Stir- 
ling, who  was  present,  as  "neither  young  nor  handsome  " ;  "  but,"  writes 
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Griawold  at  a  later  date,  "she  would  not  have  been  thought  old  by  a 
man  over  eighteen,  and  she  had  beeu,  if  she  was  not  theu,  one  of  the 
sweetest  loo^ng  women  in  New  York  City."  The  accompanying  por- 
trait, copied  from  an  exquisite  miniature-painting,  exocuteii  not  far  from 
the  same  date,  possesses  exceptional  interest,  from  the  fact  that  Lady  Duer 
was  a  genuine  New-Yorker,  descended  from  the  famous  James  Alexander, 
and  the  first  De  Peyster  of  New  York,  and  through  her  mother  from  the 
Livingstons  and  Schuylers,  and  was  herself  the  mother  of  two  of  New 
York's  great  jurists  and  men  of 
letters,  William  Alexander  Duer, 
President  of  Columbia  College,  and 
Judge  John  Duer.  Young  Adams 
visited  the  Smith  family,  at  Ja- 
maica, Long  Island,  into  which 
hia  sister  was  about  to  marry  and 
writes  of  six  daughtere  saying 
"  Sally  strikes  moat  at  first  sight 
she  is  tall,  has  a  very  fine  shape 
and  a  vast  deal  of  vivacity  m  her 
eyes,  which  are  of  a  light  blue  She 
has  the  ease  and  elegance  of  the 
French  ladies  without  their  lo- 
quacity." She  afterwards  married 
Charles  Adams  the  brother  of  John 
Quincy  Adams 

While  the  social  and  business  as 
pects  of  the  city  were  brightened  LtiiK^fOatt 

by  the  presence  of  Congress  the  (c<>i*rf  hraL^vS''^'ra(w' i2.'b«ii.e«ii 
loyalist  controversy  increased  m  bitterness.  Attempts  to  recover  con- 
fiscated property  were  vigorously  upheld  by  one  party  and  rancorously 
opposed  by  the  other.  Alexander  Hamilton  never  wavered  in  his  ef- 
forts to  soften  the  malice  of  those  who  would  place  the  adherents  to  the 
Crown  beyond  the  pale  of  human  sympathy.  The  magnanimous  General 
Philip  Schuyler  battled,  in  the  New  York  senate,  for  moderation  and 
mercy.  William  Samuel  Johnson,  who  had  himself  been  imprisoned  by 
his  neighbors  in  Stratford,  Connecticut,  in  the  summer  of  1779,  on  sus- 
picion of  friendship  for  the  enemy  while  making  use  of  his  personal 
acquaintance  with  Tryou  t«  prevent  the  burning  of  the  town,  was  in  Con- 
gress, and  exerted  a  powerful  influence  in  New  York  towards  harmonizing 
conflicting  interests.  But  the  hate  and  passions  of  the  liour  pix^vaileil. 
The  effects  of  a  bloody  wiu'  could  not  be  obliterated  in  one  decade.     Men 
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who  had  suffered  were  inexorable.  The  laws  which  were  by  many 
pronounced  vindictive  remained  unrepealed.  Under  an  "Act  for  the 
speedy  sale  of  the  confiscated  and  forfeited  estates,"  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  May  12,  1784,  the  city  estate  of  James  De  Lancey, 
eldest  son  of  Lieutenant-Governor  James  De  Lancey,  was  sold  in  lots,  for 
$234,198.75.  This  vast  property,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Grand  Street, 
had  a  water-front  of  over  a  mile  on  the  East  River.  The  purchasers  were 
former  tenants  of  De  Lancey,  citizens,  and  speculators.  Its  assessed  real 
value  at  the  present  day  is  upwards  of  sixty-three  millions  of  dollars.^ 

James  De  Lancey  was  on  one  of  his  accustomed  summer  visits  to 
England  when  the  war  began,  and,  unwilling  to  take  up  arms  against  his 
native  land,  he  did  not  return  to  New  York.  As  the  prospect  darkened 
he  sent  for  his  family.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1771,  was  Marga- 
ret, daughter  of  Chief  Justice  William  Allen  of  Pennsylvania,  and  grand- 
daughter of  the  celebrated  lawyer,  Andrew  Hamilton.'  Her  sister  Ann 
was  the  wife  of  Governor  John  Penn;^  her  brother  James  married 
Elizabeth  Lawrence,  and  their  daughter  Mary  wedded  (in  1796)  Heniy 
Walter  Livingston,  of  Livingston  Manor,*  and  was  known  as  "Lady  Mary" 
in  New  York  society,  where  for  upwards  of  half  a  century  she  was  famed 
for  her  graceful  and  profuse  hospitality,  and  esteemed  one  of  the  most 
lovely  characters  of  her  time.  The  De  Lanceys  were  the  strongest  and 
most  conspicuous  loyalists  of  the  Revolution,  as  the  Livingstons  were 
leaders  in  the  cause  of  America.  The  De  Lanceys  were  an  extensive  as 
well  as  a  powerful  family,  held  posts  of  honor  under  the  Crown,  wen? 
men  of  enormous  wealth,  of  which  one  instance  has  been  given  above, 
and  were  active,  high-spirited,  and  brave  to  a  fault  Their  attachment 
to  the  Crown  was  peculiar  from  the  fact  that  the  race  was  a  mixture  of 
Dutch  and  French  blood  without  any  English  alloy. 

The  feud,  long-fed  and  well-fanned,  between  the  De  Lanceys  and  the 
Livingstons,  which  the  reader  will  remember  covered  the  period  of  nearly 
a  quarter  of  a  centuiy  prior  to  the  Revolution,  burned  fiercely  at  Uus 
juncture  from  a  thousand  directions.  Little  flames  illumined  the  Nova 
Scotia   skies,  shot   across   the   Canadian  boundaries,  lighted  the  drean* 

^.See  map  of  De  Lancey's  estate,  Vol.  I.  616.  "Abstract  of  Sales,'*  with  purchaser* 
names  and  prices  paid,  may  be  found  in  De  Lancey's  Notes  to  Jorums  HiMary  <jf  New  York  i« 
the  JUvolutum,  Vol.  II.  540  -  559. 

*  See  portrait  of  Andrew  Hamilton,  Vol.  I.  661. 

'  A  fine  painting  by  Benjamin  West  is  preserved  among  Chief  Justice  AUen*s  descendants, 
which  represents  a  family  fete  in  the  groundii  of  Governor  John  Peno,  at  his  seat  on  tb« 
Schuylkill,  Philadel]>hia,  the  site  of  the  Centennial  Exposition  of  1876,  which  contains  por- 
traits of  Penn  and  his  wife,  of  all  the  Allen  family,  and  of  West  himself  —  who  said  **b« 
never  executed  a  better  j>ainting." 

*  See  sketch  of  Livingston  manor-house,  built  by  Henry  Walter  Livingston,  Vol  I.  SSO. 
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coasts  of  Newfoundland,  raged  under  the  tropical  sun  of  the  Bahamas  and 
the  Bermudas,  and  sent  forth  a  lurid  glare  from  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland.  Each  party  endeavored  to  blacken  the  character  of  the  other  by 
every  known  means.  Attached  to  both,  as  in  all  civil  wars,  were  persons 
whose  crimes  against  humanity  deserved  swift  punishment.  Instances 
were  innumerable  where  such  escaped,  and  men  of  candor,  veracity,  and 
honor  bore  the  obloquy.  If  the  termination  of  the  war  could  have  been 
followed  with  an  oblivion  of  its  offenses.  New  York  would  have  been 
spared  years  of  internal  agitation.  James  De  Lancey  was  the  agent  of 
the  committee  of  loyalists  chosen  from  each  State  to  obtain  compensation 
from  the  English  government  for  losses  "  sustained  by  the  faithful  subjects 
of  the  Crown  during  the  late  unhappy  dissensions  in  America."  In  1788 
he  drafted  a  formal  address  to  the  commission  oi^anized  under  the  four 
several  acts  of  Parliament,  passed  in  the  years  1783,  1785,  1786,  and 
1787,  for  investigation  into  the  merits  of  each  particular  claim,  with  a 
petition  to  Parliament  for  information  "  concerning  the  general  rules  and 
principles  adopted  in  pushing  inquiries  so  interesting  to  the  public." 
Five  years'  weary  working  for  the  liquidation  of  claims  in  England, 
amounting  to  many  millions,  was  not  calculated  to  soften  anger  towards 
kinsmen  and  countrymen  who  had  been  instrumental  in  enacting  con- 
fiscation laws  in  America.  These  were  denounced  as  partial,  unjust, 
malicious,  and  avaricious.  England  admitted  •  the  wrong  perpetrated 
upon  the  colonies.  But  the  loyalists,  wounded  upon  all  sides,  were  ap- 
parently beyond  the  pale  of  healing  influences.  Of  the  seven  sons  of 
Peter  De  Lancey  of  Westchester,  James,  before  the  war  high  sheriff  of  the 
county,  was  the  famous  commander  of  the  "  Cow  Boys,"  and  retired  to 
Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  appointed  counselor  to  the  governor.  It  is 
said  that  when  he  turned  his  back  forever  upon  his  large  possessions  in 
the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Bronx  his  iron  heart  was  torn  with  emotion 
and  he  wept  aloud.  His  brother  Oliver,  next  younger  than  himself,  was 
a  lieutenant  in  the  British  navy,  which  position  he  resigned  because  he 
would  not  fight  against  his  native  land.  Of  thfeir  five  sisters,  Anne  was 
the  wife  of  John  Cox,  of  Philadelphia ;  Alice  was  Mrs.  Balph  Izard ;  Jane 
was  Mrs.  John  Watts;  and  Susanna  was  Mrs.  Thomas  Barclay  —  the 
mother  of  six  sous,  Henry,  De  Lancey,  Thomas,  George,  Sir  Anthony,  and 
Beverley  Barclay,  and  of  four  daughters  afterwards  prominent  in  society, 
Mrs.  Schuyler  Livingston,  Mrs.  Simon  Eraser,  Mrs.  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant, 
and  Mrs.  William  H.  Parsons. 

John  Peter,  fourtli  and  youngest  son  of  Lieutenant-Governor  De  Lancey 
—  whose  son,  William  Heathcote  De  Lancey,  was  the  first  Bishop  of  West- 
em  New  York  —  the  brother  of  James  in  London,  and  of  Mrs.  Judge 
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Thomas  Jones  and  Mrs.  William  Walton,  of 'New  York,^  had  received  a 
military  education  in  England,  and  been  four  years  in  the  regular  British 
army  at  the  commencement  of  the  war ;  he  was  then  twenty-two  years 
of  age.  He  returned  to  America  in  1789,  having  received  the  Heathcote 
estate  of  his  mother  at  Scarsdale,  and  a  small  portion  of  the  estate  of  his 
father  in  New  York. 

The  Livingstons  were  even  more  numerous  than  the  De  Lanceys,  with 
hardly  less  wealth.  They  were  in  power,  which  inspired  anything  but 
love  in  the  breasts  of  their  conquered  adversaries.  They  divided  the 
control  of  the  river  counties  with  the  Van  Eensselaers  and  Schuylers, 
whose  great  manorial  estates  lay  to  the  north  of  their  own.  and  were 
leaders  in  commerce  and  law  as  well  as  agriculture.  At  least  nine  prom- 
inent men  at  this  date,  of  national  celebnty,  bore  the  name  of  Livings- 
ton. They  were  of  distinguished  Scotch  lineage,  with  a  proved  pedigree 
of  at  least  seven  hundred  years,  with  plenty  of  republican  Dutch  blood 
handed  along  through  intermarriages  with  the  Schuylers,  Beekmans,  and 
other  Holland  families  of  colonial  New  York.  And  besides  the  Livings- 
tons themselves,  many  public  men  of  influence  had  married  Livingston 
wives,  not  least  among  whom  were  John  Jay,  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  James  Duane,  Mayor  of  the  city. 

It  has  been  sagely  remarked  that  "  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  d«v 
mestic  history  of  nations  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  prognosis  of 
political  events."  It  is  certain  that  no  correct  understanding  of  the 
nature  of  political  parties  in  early  New  York  can  be  obtaineil  without 
carefully  observing  the  endless  ramifications  of  kinship.  Those  who  have 
in  former  pages  traced  the  great  family  quarrrel  of  the  De  Lanceys  and  Liv- 
ingstons until  merged  in  the  Revolution,  can  now  see  it  color  the  whoK- 
loyalist  controversy ;  and  its  results  are  to  be  felt  for  many  a  long  year. 
In  no  other  State  bad  the  war  made  such  a  division  in  families  as  in 
New  York.  Two  of  the  Van  •  Jb  Cortlandts,  cousins,  fought 

on  opposite  sides.     General  ^^  Philip  Schuyler  was  the  first 

cousin    of    General   Oliver  IfS  ^  De    Lancey,  their  motheis 

being  sisters ;  he  bore  also  i(^^^^^^r  ^^s^  the  same  relationship  to  tin* 
wife    of    Counselor    John  7/ ^|        ^8  j J  Watts,  whose  daughter  was. 

1  The  Wiiltoiis  were  among  the  jA  ^^|ifflP!il|||l|bJ^  great  merchants  of  New  York  both 
before  and  after  the  Revolution;  |  C^H^-j^'SijMlJ  I  they  endeavored  to  be  neutral  in  th^ 
contest.  See  Vol.  I.  084,  (585,  686.  M^^  /  V  2f  "^^^^  "^'"^  William  was  carried 
through  a  full  century.  The  family  ^^^^^^^Z^^^a^^^  intermarried  with  the  Beekmiu^ 
Vtil)laii(ks,   De  Lancrys,  Crugers,  Wtlton  Artnt.  Ogdens,  and  Morrises.      Mrs.  <  or 

nelia   Bctkman   Walton,   daughter  of  Dr.  William  Beekinan,  a  l.ilv 

greatly  beloved,  who  had  liveil  in  New  Jersey  during  the  war,  died  at  the  **  Old  Walt.ii 
Hiiuse  "  on  Franklin  Square  in  1786. 
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the  wife  of  Sir  John  Johnson.  The  De  Peysters,  who,  like  the  De  Lan- 
ceys,  were  chiefly  loyalists,  had  intermarried  with  the  Van  Cortlandts  in 
nearly  every  generation.  And  the  mother  of  John  Jay  was  a  Van  Cort- 
landt  There  was  never  a  more  curious  mixture  of  conflicting  interests 
than  agitated  New  York  through  the  remainder  of  the  century ;  sharp 
denunciation,  rancorous  abuse,  heart-burnings,  and  maledictions,  rather 
than  the  memory  of  gallant  deeds  and  heroic  sacrifices,  long  survived 
the  shock  of  armies. 

The  lawyers  of  the  city  were  full  of  business.  They  were  mostly  men 
of  promise,  eminence,  and  conspicuous  talents.  The  community  inevita- 
bly measured  every  candidate  for  a  professional  career,  and  the  unlearned 
or  mediocre  aspirant  stood  at  fatal  disadvantage.  Hamilton  hail  com- 
menced practice  at  the  bar,  and  already  demonstrated  to  the  world  that 
he  was  a  great  lawyer.  Aaron  Burr,  small  of  stature,  with  gigantic  am- 
bition, cool,  wary,  artificial,  and  imposing  of  manner,  in  his  arguments 
curt  and  severe,  confining  himself  invariably  to  a  few  strong  and  promi- 
nent points,  rarely  lost  a  case.  Melancthon  Smith  was  in  the  high  tide 
of  a  successful  practice.  Also  Egbert  Benson,  who  was  more  pro- 
foundly versed  in  the  principles  of  philosophy  upon  which  the  law  rests, 
and  in  technical  information,  than  any  other  lawyer  of  the  period. 
James  Kent,  afterwards  chancellor,  son  of  Moss  Kent,  sun-ogate  of  Rens- 
selaer County,  was  a  student  in  Benson's  office ;  he  was  first  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1787,  and  soon  acquired  habits  of  vast  industry  and  method, 
and  a  taste  for  literary  labor.  John  Sloss  Hobart  had  been  elected  one 
of  the  three  justices  of  the  Supreme  Couit;  he  was  nearly  fifty,  with 
perhaps  no  special  distinguishing  trait,  but  possessing  an  assemblage  of 
qualities  which  gave  him  great  influence.  Samuel  Jones,  the  elder,  styled 
the  "  father  of  the  New  York  bar,"  had  been  an  ardent  loyalist,  and  sub- 
sequently was  appointed  Recorder  of  the  city  and  then  Comptroller  of 
the  State.  Brockholst  Livingston,  the  brother-in-law  of  John  Jay,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1783,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  and  was  one  of 
the  most  accomplished  scholars,  able  advocates,  and  fluent  speakers  of  his 
time  in  the  city  —  but  violent  in  his  political  feelings  and  conduct. 
Edward  Livingston,  youngest  brother  of  the  chancellor,  who  subse- 
quently acquired  world-wide  reputation  as  a  jurist,  commenced  practice 
in  1785,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Morgan  Lewis,  whose  wife  was 
sister  to  the  latter,  soon  became  attorney-general  of  the  State  —  in  1791 
—  and  two  years  later  chief  justice  of  New  York.  Richanl  Morris  wfis 
the  present  chief  justice,  having  succeeded  John  Jay  in  1779;  he  filled 
the  office  until  1790,' when,  being  sixty  years  of  age,  he  retired,  and 
Robert  Yates  was  appointed  in  his  stead.    John  Cozine  and  Robert 
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Troup  were  both  able  lawyers,  aud  men  of  much  general  information ; 
Cozioe  is  described  as  good-humored  and  amiable,  inclined  to  indolence, 
corpulence,  and  high  living.  Josiah  Ogden  Hoflman  was  younger,  but 
rose  quickly  to  distinction.  His  forte  was  in  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses and  the  management  of  juries.  John  Lawrence,  John  Kutherford, 
and  John  McKesson  were  among  the  legal  luminaries  of  the  time. 
Also  Jacob  Morton,  Robert  Benson,  John  Watts,  Jr.,  William  Wickhaui, 
and  Daniel  Crommelin  Verplanck ;  the  latter  was  a  young  man  nf 
twenty-five.' 

His  uncle,  Gulian  Verplanck,  third  president  of  the  Bank  of  New  York 
—  appointed  in  1790  —  was  a  merchant  of  excellent  parts,  and  a  man  of 
many  accomplishments ;  he  was  one  of  the  early  graduates  from  Colum- 
bia College,  and  received  in  Holland  bis  mercantile  training.'  His  city 
residence  was  in  Pearl  Street,  although  be  subsequently  erected  a  tine 
mansion  in  Wall  Street 


'  Daniel  Crommelin  Verplanck,  bom  in  1792,  was  twice  married.  His  fint  wife,  Elin- 
beth,  danghter  of  PreaidcDt  William  Samnel  Johnson  of  Colombia  College,  mother  of  Gnliui 
C.  Verplanck,  died  ia  1780,  at  the  age  of  twentr-fonr.  Hii  second  wife  wma  Ann,  oolj 
daughter  of  William  and  Ann  De  Lancey  Walton  ;  their  children  were  Harj  Ann,  Looia, 
Samuel,  Elizabeth,  William  Walton,  Jamea  De  I«nc«y,  and  Anna  Ixmiaa.  Hia  blhrr, 
Samnel  Verplanck,  bam  1736,  died  ^m  ISSO,  waa  Brat  on  the  liat  of  right 

students,  the  first  clasa  gmduating  ^^V  '"""  ''"'fS"  (Colnmtua)  Collf^,  in 

1758  ;  and  being  sent  to  his  uncle,  c3^'\  ^  Daniel  Crommelin,  in  Hollanii.  for 

a  mercantile   educition,   married,  JMlL     ^       '"  '^*''  '•'*  t'ousi",  Judith  Croni- 

mvlin.  The  father  of  Samuel  was  Ml^^MH  ^"'''"'  ^•'n'1'~""'k.  l-om  1698,  died 
1751,  the  great -grand  son  of  the  WSm^^^^L  ^"' °^  ""' "^'"'' '"  ^'^^  ^'■>'^'=  • ''' 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Charles  «^,I  '-V  -f-^^^^^M  "'*'  ^"'"^  Sinclair  Crommelin. 
The  Sinclair  family  descended  (vi , 'A*  .  ■jt  /j; /jln  fnm  the  Earls  of  Orkoey,  ami 
Lords  Sinclair  of  Scotland.  Ann  Wlf-i.'*'  -;.'*' .j.'VW  Verplanck,  sister  of  Samuel,  niar- 
ried  Gabriel  Ludlow,  and  Mary  \^^\1-  .-iife^  Verplanck,  a  se<-ond  siMer,  married 
Charles  McEvers  of  New  Vork.  ^^jA^^'  Gulian,  the  youngesl  brother  of 
Samuel    Verplanck,    was   Speaker  \.3£^  of  the  Aasembly  in   17B1,  and  in 

17aS;  and  from  1790  until  his  Verplaneli  Amu.  death  whs  one  of  the  RrgtDO  of 
the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Daniel  Crommelin  Verplanck  was  member  of 
Congress  from  1802  to  1801),  and  Judge  of  Common  Ple«s  in  Dutchess  County  until  1$!8. 
A  sketch  of  his  son,  Culinn  C.  Ver|danck,  bom  17S6,  died  1S70,  a  graduate  of  Columbia 
College  in  1801,  will  appear  upon  a  future  page 

*  See  Vol.  I.  7il. 
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NEW  YORK  CITY  THE  CAPITAL  OP  THE  NATION. 
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Capital.  — Social  Celebrities.  —  Members  of  Congress.  —  Progress  of  ths  City. 

THE  city  received  a  sudden,  strong,  healthful,  forward  impetus  in 
the  spring  of  1787,  through  large  accessions  to  its  population. 
Every  dwelling-house  was  occupied.  Rents  went  up,  doubling  in  some 
instances ;  fresh  paint  and  new  shutters  and  wings  transformed  old  tene- 
ments, and  carpenters  and  masons  found  ready  employment  in  erecting 
new  structures.  The  streets  were  cleaned  and  pavements  mended.  New 
business  firms  were  organized  and  old  warehouses  remodeled ;  the  mar- 
kets were  extended  and  bountifully  supplied,  and  stores  blossomed  with 
fashionable  goods.  Wall  Street,  the  great  centre  of  interest  and  of 
fashion,  presented  a  brilliant  scene  every  bright  afternoon.  Ladies  in 
showy  castumes,  and  gentlemen  in  silks,  satins,  and  velvet,  of  many  colors, 
promenaded  in  front  of  the  City  Hall  —  where  Congress  was  holding  its 
sessions.  At  the  same  time  Broadway,  from  St  Paul's  Chapel  to  the 
Battery,  was  animated  with  stylish  equipages,  filled  with  pleasure- 
seekers  who  never  tired  of  the  life-giving,  invigorating,  perennial  sea- 
breeze,  or  the  unparalleled  beauty  of  the  view,  stretching  off  across  the 
varied  waters  of  New  York  Bay. 

The  social  world  wa:5  kept  in  (perpetual  agitation  through  distinguished 
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aiTivals  from  various  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  from  Europe.  Din- 
uere  and  balls  were  daily  occurrences.  Secretary  and  Mrs.  Jay  entertained 
with  graceful  ease,  gathering  about  them  all  that  "was  most  illustrious  in 
statesmanship  and  lettei's;  they  usually  gave  one  ceremonious  dinner 
every  week,  sometimes  two.  Their  drawing-rooms  were  also  thronged 
on  Thursdays,  Mi*s.  Jay*s  day  "at  home";  and  evening  parties  were 
given  at  frequent  intervals.  The  manners  of  Secretary  Jay  were  de- 
scribed by  Europeans  as  affable  and  unassuming ;  and  his  purity  and 
nobility  of  character  impressed  the  whole  world  in  his  favor.  He  dressed 
in  simple  black,  wearing  his  hair  slightly  powdered  and  tied  in  the  back. 
His  complexion  was  without  color.  His  eyes  were  dark  and  penetrating, 
as  if  the  play  of  thought  never  ceased,  but  the  general  expression  of  his 
face  was  singularly  amiable  and  tranquiL  Mrs.  Jay  was  admirably  fitted, 
through  her  long  residence  in  the  Spanish  and  French  capitals,  and  her 
own  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments,  for  the  distinguished 
position  of  leader  of  society  in  the  American  capital  She  dressed  richly, 
and  in  good  taste,  and  observed  the  most  rigid  formalities  in  her  iuter- 
coui-se  with  the  representatives  of  foreign  nations. 

Nothing  better  illustrates  the  spirit  and  character  of  this  formative 
period  than  the  movements  in  its  polite  and  every-day  life.  But  a  mere 
glimpse  must  suffice.  The  infant  Republic  was  interesting,  and  x'astly 
promising,  while  it  had  not  yet  learned  to  walk.  Its  capital  was  tlie 
seat  of  a  floating  coinnmiiity  composed  of  the  most  diverse  elements. 
Curiosity,  criticism,  and  cavil  were  in  the  air.  The  importance  attache*! 
to  the  doing  of  national  hospitalities  in  the  Old  World,  could  not  W 
ignored  in  tlie  Xew.  Phitertaiuments  were  something  more  than  mere 
profitless  ainusenients ;  then,  as  l)efore  and  since,  they  were  strong  links 
in  the  cliain  which  binds  nations  txDgether. 

The  Secretary  of  War  a  ml  Mrs.  Knox  lived  in  a  large  house  and  gave 
munificent  banquets.  Mrs.  Knox  was  celebrated  for  her  brilliancy  in 
conversation  and  unfailinLi:  good-hurnor ;  she  had  the  tact  and  talent  to 
convert  her  home  into  a  resort  of  the  intellectual  and  cultivated,  as  well 
as  the  diplomatic  and  fashionable.  Sir  John  Temple  made  it  a  point  to 
call  upon  every  stranger  of  note  immediately  upon  his  arrival  in  Xew 
York  ;  Lady  Temple  was  tlie  daughter  of  Governor  Bowdoin,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and,  according  to  the  writers  of  the  day,  "very  distinguishel- 
lookinir,  and  agreeable  "  ;  she  received  guests  every  Tuesday  evening,  and 
\i:aw  dinners,  notable  for  their  costliness,  nearly  every  week  to  twenty  ot 
more  quests.  Mi.^s  Van  r>erekel  assisted  her  father,  the  Dutch  amba"<s;i- 
dor,  in  dispensing  hospitalities.  Otto,  of  the  French  legation,  alterwai  i? 
Cumte  de  Mosloy,  married  twice  in  New  York,  first  Miss  Liviugsiuu 
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in  1782,  and,  after  her  death,  Miss  Crevecoeur,  in  1790,  daughter  of 
the  French  consul ;  he  is  said  to  have  possessed  charming  social  qual- 
ities. The  Marquis  de  Moustier  arrived  in  1787,  accompanied  by  his 
sister,  Madame  de  Brehan,  a  clever  woman  'who  wrote  with  spirit  and 
had  some  skill  as  an  artist,  "but  with,"  according  to  Abigail  Adams 
Smith,  ''the  oddest  figure  eyes  ever  beheld."  John  Armstrong  —  soldier, 
statesman,  and  author  —  wrote  about  the  same  time :  "  We  have  a  French 
minister  now  with  us,  and  if  France  had  wished  to  destroy  the  little 
remembrance  that  is  left  of  her  and  her  exertions  in  our  behalf,  she 
would  have  sent  just  such  a  man  —  distant,  haiighty,  penurious,  and 
entirely  governed  by  the  caprices  of  a  little,  singular,  whimsical,  hysteri- 
cal old  woman,  whose  delight  is  in  playing  with  a  negro  child  and  caress- 
ing a  monkey." 

The  mother  of  Chancellor  Livingston  returned  with  her  family  to  the 
city  from  Clermont,  residing  at  51  Queen  Street  —  now  Pearl  —  a  little 
above  Wall  Street  Her  daughters  were  highly  bred  and  educated,  well 
versed  in  public  affairs,  and  fond  of  discussing  the  grave  questions  of  the 
hour.  Her  drawing-rooms  were  the  center  of  attraction  for  a  refined  and 
cultured  circle,  including  many  French  dignitaries.  It  was  not  unusual 
for  articles  upon  finance,  politics,  diplomacy,  and  religion,  to  be  read  there 
by  their  authors  before  publication.  The  younger  ladies  and  some  of 
their  more  habitual  guests  often  played  whist  —  a  game  not  interdicted 
by  the  mistress  of  the  household,  but  which  in  deference  to  her  religious 
tastes  was  never  commenced  until  she  retired  from  the  parlors.  John 
Armstrong  married  Alida,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Mrs.  Livingston,  in 
1789.  It  is  related  of  Mrs.  Montgomery,  the  eldest  daughter,  that  on 
one  occasion,  after  entertaining  a  guest  of  the  heavy  sort,  she  expressed 
relief  at  his  departure  with  an  audible  sigh.  A  bright  little  niece  ex- 
claimed, "  Why,  aunty,  you  have  not  much  patience  with  dull  people ! " 
"  Ah,  no,  my  dear ! "  she  replied,  "  I  have  never  been  used  to  them." 

Rufus  King  was  described  by  Brissot  de  Warville  as  thirty-three,  and 
passing  "  for  the  most  eloquent  man  in  the  United  States,"  but  so  modest 
that "  he  appeared  ignorant  of  his  own  worth."  His  young  bride  was 
remarkable  for  personal  beauty  —  face  oval,  with  a  clear,  brunette  com- 
plexion, delicately  formed  features,  expressive  blue  eyes,  black  hair,  and 
exquisite  teeth ;  "  her  motions  were  all  grace,  her  bearing  gracious,  her 
voice  musical,  and  her  education  exceptional"  They  resided  with  her 
father,  John  Alsop,  near  the  comer  of  Maiden  Lane  and  William  Street 
Colonel  William  and  Lady  Kitty  Duer  had  taken  up  their  abode  in 
Broadway,  nearly  opposite  St  Paul's  Chapel.  The  latter,  and  her  sister. 
Lady  Mary  Watts,  often  assisted  their  cousin,  Mrs.  Jay,  in  receiving 
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guests.  Kitty  Livingston,  Mrs.  Jay*s  sister,  was  married  in  April  of  this 
year  to  Matthew  Ridley,  of  Baltimore;  Susan,  the  elder  sister,  having 
married  John  Cleve  Symmes,  a  member  of  Congress,  was  residing  in  New 
York  ;  two  younger  sisters  were  also  in  society,  although  their  home  was 
still  at  "  Liberty  Hall,"  in  Elizabeth.  The  governor,  in  apologizing  to  a 
friQnd  in  March  for  his  penmanship,  said :  "My  principal  secretary  of  state, 
who  is  one  of  my  daughters,  has  gone  to  New  York  to  shake  her  heek 
at  the  balls  and  assemblages  of  a  metropolis,  which  might  better  be  more 
studious  of  paying  its  taxes,  than  of  instituting  expensive  diversions" 

General  Matthew  Clarkson  had  recently  married  Mary,  the  daughter 
of  Walter  Rutherford.  The  young  and  pretty  wife  of  Richard  Varick 
was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Cornelia  Hoffman  Roosevelt ;  and  her 
sister  Cornelia  had,  within  a  year,  married  Dr.  Benjamin  Kissam,  the 
recently  appointed  Professor  of  the  Institute  of  Medicine  in  Columbia 
College.  Mrs.  James  Beekman  presided  once  more  over  her  beautiful 
home  on  the  East  River,  which  had  so  long  been  occupied  by  British  celeb- 
rities.^ Upon  the  return  of  the  Beekman  family  from  their  seven  years* 
exile,  costly  treasures  in  the  way  of  silver  and  china  ware  which  they  buried 
under  the  greenhouse  before  their  departure  were  exhumed  uninjured.* 
Two  exquisite  statuettes  in  rare  old  Chelsea,  thus  preserved  in  the  earth, 
and  numerous  pieces  of  ancestral  table-ware  —  gems  of  beauty  —  are  in 
possession  of  the  descendants.  Mrs.  Beekman  had  the  genius  to  aid  her 
liusband  in  book-keeping  while  he  was  striving  to  retrieve  his  impaired 
fortunes ;  and  she  sustained  her  part  in  the  social  kingdom  of  the  capi- 
tal with  distinguished  effect. 

Nearly  all  the  clerical  characters  of  the  period  were  men  of  profound 
learning.  They  mingled  with  the  youth  and  beauty  of  the  capital  at 
official  dinnei's  and  at  private  parties.  Bishop  Provost  was  deeply  verse<l 
in  classical  lore,  in  ecclesiastical  history,  and  in  the  natural  and  physical 
sciences.  He  conversed  with  ease  and  pleasantry,  and  was  ever  a  wel- 
come guest,  as  was  also  Mrs.  Provost.^  Governor  Greoige  Clinton  occu- 
pied the  mansion  of  Henry  White,  in  Pearl  Street,  property  sold  under 
the  confiscation  act  in  1786;  the  same  year  Mr.  WHiite  died  in  Golden 
Sc[Uiiro,  London.     His  widow,  Eve  Van  Cortlandt  White,  resided  with  her 

1  See  sketch  of  Beekrnan  mansion,  Vol.  I.  569  ;  Mrs.  Beekman,  I.  759,   II.  188. 

2  This  greenhouse  was  the  firet  upon  Manhattan  Island.  Lemon-trees  bore  fruit  under- 
neath its  roof  of  glass  before  the  war ;  in  the  summer  of  1776  Washing^n  and  his  staff  wefv 
treated  to  lemonade  made  from  lemons  picked  from  the  trees  in  their  presence. 

*  Rev.  Samuel  Provost,  Bishop  of  New  York  from  1786  to  1801,  consecrated  at  Larob(*th, 
England,  was  the  son  of  John  Provost  and  Eve,  daughter  of  Harmanus  Rutgers,  and  gnrndsra 
of  Samuel  Provost  and  Maria  Sprat,  granddaughter  of  the  first  De  Peyster  io  New  York. 
He  was  born  March  11,  1742,  and  died  Septeml)er  6,  1815.  —  iTaWaH***  iff,  fiffti.  CW/. 
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daughters,  conspicuous  belles  in  New  York  society,  at  11  Broadway,  the 
homestead  inherited  from  her  father,  until  her  death  in  1836.  She  was 
a  lady  of  great  wealth.  The  Bayards  and  the  Ludlows  remained  in  the 
city ;  also  many  other  loyalist  families.  The  Misses  Bayard  were  among 
the  New  York  social  beauties  mentioned  by  a  French  writer. 

Dr.  John  Charlton,  an  English  surgeon  who  had  been  much  at  the 
court  of  George  III.,  coming  to  New  York  with  the  British  army,  married 
Mary  De  Peyster,  daughter  of  Treasurer  Abraham  and  Margaret  Van 
Cortlandt  De  Peyster,  and  settled  in  the  city ;  he  was  a  short,  stout  man 
of  florid  complexion,  fond  of  riding  on  horseback,  and  practised  ^medicine 
principally  among  his  family  connections.  The  oldest  and  most  eminent 
physician  of  the  time  was  Dr.  John  Bard,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New 
York  HospitaL  He  was  seventy-three,  a  Huguenot  by  descent,  and  noted 
for  his  skill  and  learning  scarcely  less  than  for  his  extreme  urbanity  of 
manner.  He  usually  wore  a  red  coat  and  a  cocked  hat,  and  carried  a 
gold-headed  cane ;  he  drove  about  the  city  in  a  low  pony  phaeton,  accom- 
panied by  a  faithful  negro  almost  as  venerable  as  himself  Frank  Van 
Berckel,  the  son  of  the  Dutch  Minister,  drove  in  a  high  phaeton,  and  a 
caricature  print  was  issued  representing  the  aged  doctor  in  his  little 
vehicle,  passing  under  the  body  and  between  the  wheels  of  the  gay  young 
Dutchman's  elevated  equipage  without  touching.  It  is  said  no  one 
i-elished  the  humor  of  the  illustration  more  than  Dr.  I^rd  himself  In 
1788  he  became  the  first  president  of  the  New  York  Medical  Society. 
His  son.  Dr.  Samuel  Banl,  who  studied  medicine  in  Edinburgh,  and 
married  his  cousin,  Mary  Bard,  organized  the  first  medical  school  in  con- 
nection with  Kings  Collie,  and  took  the  chair  of  physic  in  1769,  subse- 
quently becoming  dean  of  the  faculty.  He  succeeded  to  his  father's 
practice,  and  when  Washington  was  inaugurated  President,  became  his 
family  physician ;  and  he  attained  greater  eminence  than  any  of  his 
predecessors.  Dr.  John  Cochrane  stood  next  to  Dr.  Bard  in  seniority, 
having  achieved  so  high  a  reputation  during  the  war  that  he  enjoyed  a 
wide  patronage  among  the  citizens  of  New  York  City.  His  home  in 
Brojidway  was  the  hospitable  centre  of  a  large  circle  of  Schuyler  and 
Livingston  relatives,  and  it  was  where  the  prominent  generals  of  the  army 
were  entertained  in  the  most  princely  manner.  Dr.  Thomas  Jones,  a 
man  of  fortune  who  had  married  a  Livingston,  was  perhaps  more  eminent 
as  a  politician  than  physician,  but  in  either  field  was  distinguished  as  a 
scholar  and  a  gentleman.  He  wa.s  a  brother  of  Dr.  John  Jones  of  Phila- 
delphia. Dr.  Kissam  and  Dr.  McKiiight  both  held  professorships  in  the 
college,  as  before  mentioned;  the  latter  wjis  the  best  surgeon  of  his  day 
besides  having  an  extensive  family  practice. 
you  vu  90 
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The  City  Hospital,  between  Duane  and  Anthony  Streets,  upon  the  west 
side  of  Broadway,  which  had  been  projected  before  the  war,  and  the 
edifice  completed  in  time  to  be  converted  into  a  barrack  for  the  reception 
of  troops  in  1776,  stood  unrepaired,  and  unused  for  the  purposes  of  a 
hospital,  until  January  3, 1791,  when  it  was  opened  for  the  admission  ol 
eighteen  patients,  and  began  ite  great  work.  The  accompanying  sketcli 
illustrates  its  appearance  about  the  b^inning  of  the  present  century. 
The  Society  of  Governors,  established  in  1771,  meanwhile,  simply  pre- 
served its  corporate  existence  by  holding  annual  electious ;  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1785,  some  destitute  Scotch  emigrants  were  allowed  to  use  the 
vacant  building  as  a  place  of  shelter  for  a  few  weeks ;  the  following  win- 
ter Dr.  Richard  Bailey  obtained  permission  to  occupy  one  or  two  rooms 


for  anatomical  lectures.  Subsequently  the  legislature  of  the  Sti\t«  were 
allowed  to  fit  up  some  rooms  for  their  accommodation  during;  a  particular 
session.  The  next  year  Dr.  Bailey  operated  upon  a  patient  in  one  of  the 
rooms  he  bad  used  for  his  lectures,  and  finding  him  unfit  to  be  removal, 
was  allowed  to  attend  him  there  until  he  recovered. 

Suddenly  the  doctoi-s  and  their  anatomies  came  to  grief.  Tbo  jiuMic 
mind  had  been  startled  during  the  winter  by  rumors  that  de;i.l  1-Wifs 
had  been  stolen  by  the  medical  .studeuts  from  the  different  cemuU'rit.-  I'f 
the  city.  On  Sunday  morning,  April  13,  1788,  some  metldling  U.>- 
playiiij;  about  the  building  were  impelled  to  climb  a  ladder,  wbiihh.i'l 
been  left  resting  i^jainst  one  of  the  walls  by  a  workman  tbo  d:iy  l-,l..r> 
anil  peeped  through  the  window  to  see  what  was  going  on  within,     -V 
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youiig  surgeon,  busy  upon  a  subject  in  the  dissecting-room,  greeted  the 
tbi-euiost  inquisitive  youngster  with  the  flourish  of  an  arm  —  not  his  own 
—  and  the  boy  fled  with  the  news  to  his  father,  a  mason,  who  repeated 
the  story  to  his  comrades,  and,  seizing  such  tools  of  their  trade  as  would 
lK*st  serve  them  as  weapons,  they  started  in  a  body  for  the  hospital.  Their 
force  increased  as  they  advanced,  and  the  whole  city  was  in  a  wild  tumult 
The  hospital  was  surrounded,  the  doors  burst  in,  several  subjects  were 
discovered,  and  a  collection  of  anatomical  specimens  destroyed.  The 
doctors  took  refuge  in  the  jail,  where  they  were  with  difficulty  protected 
by  the  hastily  summoned  militia.  The  mob.  swore  vengeance  upon  all 
the  doctors  of  the  city,  and  started  for  the  house  of  Dr.  Cochrane,  which 
they  ransacked  from  cellar  to  garret  in  search  of  subjects.  They  omitted 
to  open  the  scuttle  and  look  out  upon  the  roof,  or  they  would  have  dis- 
covered Dr.  Hicks,  of  whom  they  were  in  hot  pursuit,  snugly  hiding  be- 
hind the  chimney.  In  the  height  of  the  frenzy  they  passed  the  house  of 
Sir  John  Temple,  and  mistaking  the  name  of  Sir  John  for  "surgeon," 
attackeil  it  furiously,  and  were  just  barely  restrained  frem  leveling  it 
with  the  ground. 

As  night  approached  the  ranks  of  the  rioters  were  thinned,  and  it  was 
h()i>ed  the  trouble  had  ended.  But  small  bands  patrolled  the  streets, 
luid  in  the  morning  the  mob  was  greater  than  ever,  having  been  joined  by 
.sailors  from  vessels  in  the  harbor ;  and  it  proceeded  at  once  to  storm  the 
jail,  breaking  the  windows,  tearing  down  the  fences,  and  threatening  to 
dnig  the  dixitors  out  and  hang  them.  Governor  Clinton,  Mayor  Duane, 
Secretary  Jay,  Baron  Steuben,  Hamilton,  and  other  prominent  citizens 
endeavored  to  appease  the  popular  fury,  but  in  vain.  Jay,  in  driving  to 
the  scene,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  head  from  a  stone  thrown  through 
the  glass  of  his  chariot  The  mayor  hesitated  to  give  the  order  to  fire 
upon  the  mob  ;  Baron  Steuben,  in  the  benevolence  of  his  heart,  was  re- 
monstrating with  the  governor  agahist  attempting  to  quell  the  riot  with 
fire-arms,  when  he  was  hit  in  the  forehead  with  a  brick-bat,  and  fell 
bleeding  to  the  pavement,  crying  loudly,  "  Fire,  governor,  fire ! "  The  sol- 
diers did  fire,  and  five  persons  were  killed  and  seven  or  eight  badly 
wounded;  upon  which  the  crowd  fled.  Steuben  was  carried  to  Duer's 
house,  and  there  being  no  surgeon  at  hand,  and  none  daring  to  show 
themselves.  Lady  Kitty  stanched  his  wound  and  bound  up  his  head. 

The  site  of  the  hospital  was  a  five-acre  lot  purchased  from  the  Rutgers 
estate.  The  marshes  in  the  region  of  Chatham  Square  caused  so  much 
fever  and  ague,  that  it  is  said  Rutgers  at  one  time  prayed  the  king  for  a 
letter  title  to  his  property,  that  he  might  sell  it  to  somebody  willing  to 
make  drains,  "because  the  inhabitants  lost  one  third  of  their  time  by 
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sickness.'*  There  were  but  few  houses  as  yet  above  that  of  William  Ax- 
tell,  which,  being  sold  under  the  confiscation  act  about  this  time,  became 
the  residence  of  Lewis  Allaire  Scott,  son  of  John  Morin  Scott,  who  was 
secretary  of  tlie  state  of  New  York  for  a  considerable  period.*  Near 
Hanover  Square  were  several  fine  old  mansions;  that  of  Gerard  W 
Beekman  had  been  occupied  in  1782  by  Admiral  Digby,  who  entertained 
Prince  William  Henry,  afterwards  William  IV.  of  England.  Andrew 
Hamei*sley's  residence  was  nearly  opposite,  all  the  appointments  of  which 
were  in  a  style  of  costly  elegance.  The  homes  of  the  Grouvemeurs,  the 
HoSmans,  the  Van  Homes,  and  the  Clarksons  were  in  that  immediate 
vicinity.  Gerardus  Duyckinck,  proprietor  of  the  "  Universal  Store " 
whose  advertisements  and  display  of  wares  were  the  most  curious  and 
unique  of  the  period,  lived  on  Pearl  Street ;  he  married  the  daughter  of 
Dr.  Henry  Livingston.  Samuel  Hake,  claimant  to  the  title  of  Lord 
Hake,  a  wealthy  importer  who  had  remained  in  New  York  during  Uie 
war,  built  a  house  a  little  out  of  the  city,  on  the  Bowery  Road ;  his 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  Gilbert  Livingston,  and  their  daughter 
married  Frederic,  eldest  son  of  James  and  Sarah  Reade  De  Peyster. 
General  John  Lamb  established  his  residence  in  Wall  Street  when  he 
returned  from  the  wars.  Shortly  after  his  election  to  the  Assembly  be 
was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port,  the  emoluments  of  which  ofifice, 
together  with  the  results  of  investing  his  depreciated  debt  certificates  in 
forfeited  lands,  as  a  speculation,  rendered  him  comfortably  opulent.  He 
was  of  a  kind,  benevolent  nature,  and  opened  his  doors  hospitably  to 
everv  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  whatever  his  rank.  But  no  acts  or  anrii- 
nients  could  modify  bis  inflexible  antipathy  to  the  loyalists.  He  blame«l 
them  indiscriminately  for  the  course  they  had  taken  in  the  Revolution, 
and  said  they  deserved  punishment.  He  was  as  positive  as  he  was  hon- 
est ill  his  convictions ;  but  reasoning  from  arbitrary  premises  he  foUoweti 
rigidly  a  single  line  of  thought,  like  a  railway  in  its  grooves,  and  fearful 
of  the  revival  of  aristocratic  influences,  became  the  determined  opposer  i^i 
every  movement  towards  the  union  of  the  States  in  empire  under  a 
specific  constitution. 

Foremost  on  this  plane  stood  Governor  George  Clinton,  whose  loni: 
and  faithful  services  at  the  helm  of  affairs  had  given  him  a  strong  hold 
upon  the  affections  of  the  people  of  New  York.  .  He  had  made  his  mark. 

1  See  page  207  (Vol.  II.)  for  sketch  of  the  Rutherford  and  Axtell  houses,  npon  the  oonwr 
of  Vesey  Street,  where  the  Astor  House  now  stands,  which  together  fomieil  a  uniform  build- 
ing of  brick.  Mrs.  Axtell  was  a  Iwautiful  woman,  the  sister  of  James  De  Peyster,  and  of 
Mrs.  Dr.  Charlton  and  Mrs.  C'larkson  ;  her  portrait,  by  Copley,  it  preserved  ia  the  De  Pervtef 
family  of  the  present  generation. 
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and  his  clear,  logical  brain  and  great  decision  of  character  inspired  con- 
fidence in  his  political  judgment ;  he  possessed,  moreover,  the  power  of 
distributing  the  patronage  of  the  government.  He  was  ably  supported 
by  John  Lansing,  Robert  Yates,  Melancthon  Smith,  and  other  men  of 
importance,  and  the  State  rights  party  thus  represented  was  largely 
in  the  majority. 

Meanwhile  Greueral  Philip  Schuyler,  with  magnanimity  similar  to  tliat 
which  characterized  his  treatment  of  the  conquered  Bui'goyne  in  1777, 
was  striving  for  the  restoration  of  the  loyalists  to  full  citizenship.  Ham- 
ilton was  his  son-in-law,  and,  having  recently  acquired  special  influence 
through  the  operations  of  the  bank  established  under  his  auspices,  was 
elected,  in  spite  of  the  strength  and  magnitude  of  the  opposition,  to  the 
Assembly  of  1787.  He  at  once  attacked  the  vexed  subject  of  the  con- 
tinued exclusion  of  the  loyalists  from  participation  in  the  elections,  and 
with  such  bold  strokes  —  lessons  which  touch  the  American  heart  more 
deeply  than  the  most  stirring  memories  of  Greece  and  Rome  —  that  on 
the  last  day  of  January  he  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill  repealing  the 
disfninchising  act,  which,  aided  by  the  efforts  of  Schuyler,  was  caiTied 
through  the  Senate  on  the  3d  of  February.  But  an  attempt  to  surrender 
the  control  of  the  imposts  to  Congress  was  a  total  failure.  New  York 
was  conscious  of  her  prospective  importance,  and  resisted  every  encnjach- 
ment  upon  her  sovereignty.  Jealousy  of  the  national  sclieme  took  jx)s- 
session  of  the  New  York  soul,  and  fear  of  an  elective  despotism  sharpened 
her  sagacious  vision.  In  connection  with  Schuyler  and  Hamilton  the 
leading  spirits  who  looked  beyond  the  special  interests  of  the  State  to  a 
more  positive  union  on  some  definite  grounds  were  Secretary  Jay,  Chan- 
cellor Livingston,  and  the  Van  Rensselears.  They  spent  the  month  of 
February  in  striving  for  the  assent  of  the  Legislature  to  the  appointment 
of  delegates  to  the  Convention.  This  bill  was  carried  March  6,  notwith- 
standing the  Federal  party  was  in  what  seemed  a  hopeless  minority.  But 
of  the  three  delegates  chosen,  John  Lansing  and  Robert  Yates  were  nota- 
bly of  the  governor's  mind,  and  although  Hamilton  was  the  third  choice, 
the  anti-Federalists  thought  they  could  safely  trust  the  interests  of  New 
York  to  a  delegation  of  which  the  majority  were  in  favor  of  preserving  her 
individual  powers,  and  whose  action  was  confined  specifically  by  a  legisla- 
tive resolution  to  the  business  of  amending  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
instead  of  creating  a  new  Constitution. 

New  York  little  dreamed  that  the  boldness,  energy,  acute  sense,  and 
well-balanced  intellect  of  the  youthful  Hamilton  was  to  overbear  by 
eloquence,  interpret  essential  needs  by  illustration,  usurp  powers  with 
imperious  will,  and  then  convince  by  argument  a  large  proportion  of  her 
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population  that  he  was  in  the  right,  and  finally  compel  a  public  recogni- 
tion and  justification  of  the  wisdom  of  his  conduct  But  such  were  the 
facts,  as  the  reader  will  soon  learn.     The  whole  story  reads  like  fiction. 

The  character  and  genius  of  Hamilton  furnish  a  never-failing  source  of 
food  for  captivating  study.^  He  was  not  yet  thirty,  and  almost  as  boyish- 
looking  as  when  he  was  the  confidential  companion  of  Washington. 
There  was,  perhaps,  more  gravity  resting  upon  his  expressive  countenance 
at  times,  but  intelligent  vivacity  predominated.  He  was  frank,  amiable, 
and  high-bred,  and  attracted  his  friends  irresistibly';  while  his  enemies 
both  hated  and  stood  in  awe  of  him.  He  had  a  mind  of  immense  grasp, 
and  could  endure  more  unremitted  and  intense  labor  than  any  other  man 
in  New  York.  His  thought  flashed  forth  like  a  calcium  light,  illuminat- 
ing the  broad  scene,  and  placing  him  in  the  front  rank  of  artists  in 
government-making.  He  had  been  ripening  for  his  work  through  patient 
attention  to  facts  and  a  grand  generalization  of  their  subtle  principles, 
until  he  could  see  into  consequences  yet  dormant  in  ideas.  His  growth 
in  the  science  of  practical  statesmanship  had  been  pushed  to  its  full 
stature  by  the  forces  of  that  remarkable  age ;  and  his  versatility  and 
creative  gifts  had  been  sharpened  by  the  peculiar  social  and  political 
conditions  of  the  community  in  which  his  lot  was  cast  He  was  never 
fully  up  to  the  tide  of  popular  s}rmpathy  in  all  things,  or  responsive  to  its 

*  The  following  letter,  never  before  published,  written  by  Hamilton  to  Miss  Schuyler 
three  weeks  before  their  marriage  —  dated  October  13,  1780 — will  be  read  with  interest  by 
every  student  of  Hamilton's  career.  The  original  copy  is  treasured  by  one  of  the  family, 
through  whose  courtesy  the  author  has  been  permitted  to  make  this  copy :  — 

"  I  would  not  have  you  imagine  Miss  that  I  write  to  you  so  often  either  to  gn^tify  your 
wishes  or  to  please  your  vanity  ;  but  merely  to  indulge  myself  and  to  comply  with  that  rest- 
less propensity  of  my  mind,  which  will  not  allow  me  to  be  happy  when  I  am  not  doing  some- 
thing in  which  you  are  concerned.  This  may  seem  a  very  idle  disposition  in  a  philosopher 
and  a  soldier  ;  but  I  can  plead  illustrious  examples  in  my  justification.  Achilles  bad  like  to 
have  sacrificed  Greece  and  his  glory  to  his  passion  for  a  female  captive  ;  and  Anthony  lost 
the  world  for  a  woman.  I  am  sorry  the  times  are  so  changed  as  to  oblige  me  to  summon 
antiquity  for  my  apology,  but  I  confes.^,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  present  age,  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  find  many  who  are  as  far  gone  as  myself  iu  such  laudable  zeal  for  the  fair  sex. 
I  suspect,  however,  if  others  knew  the  charms  of  my  sweetheart  as  well  as  I  do,  I  should 
have  a  great  number  of  competitors  —  1  wish  I  could  give  you  an  idea  of  her  —  you  have  no 
conception  how  sweet  a  girl  she  is  —  it  is  only  in  my  heart  that  her  image  is  truly  drawn. 
She  has  a  lovely  form  and  a  mind  still  more  lovely ;  she  is  all  goodness,  the  gentlest,  tl»e 
dearest,  the  tenderest  of  her  sex  —  Ah,  Betsey,  how  I  love  her  ! 

'*  Two  diays  since,  1  wrote  to  you  my  dear  girl  and  sent  the  letter  to  the  care  of  Colonel 
Morris  :  there  was  with  it  a  bundle  to  your  mamma,  directed  to  your  father,  containing  a 
cloak  which  Miss  Livingston  sent  to  my  care.  I  enclosed  you  in  that  letter,  the  copy  of  a 
long  one  to  my  friend  I^urens  with  an  account  of  Arnold's  affair.  I  mention  this  for  fear 
of  a  miscarriage  as  usual. 

''  Well,  my  love,  here  is  the  middle  of  October  ;  a  few  weeks  more  and  yoa  are  mine ;  a 
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pulse-beat ;  but  he  could  give  more  point  to  a  discussion  than  any  one 
of  his  contemporaries,  and  he  was  unsurpassed  in  the  electricity  of  his 
make. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  Philadelphia  in  May.  Congress  liad 
regarded  the  movement  with  coldness,  questioning  its  coustitu-  17S7. 
tionality  until  aroused  by  the  alarming  condition  of  affairs  in  ''*^' 
Massachusetts.  A  riotous  insurrection,  caused  by  public  and  private 
debts,  scarcity  of  money,  and  decline  of  trade  during  the  autumn  of  1786 
and  winter  following,  threatened  the  whole  country  with  anarchy  and  ruin. 
The  people,  imbued  with  wild  notions  of  liberty,  headed  by  Daniel  Shays, 
resisted  the  payment  of  obligations  and  taxes,  and  obliged  the  courts  of 
law  to  adjourn.  The  rebellion  extended  into  New  Hampshire,  where  the 
legislature  convened  at  Exeter  was  besieged,  and  imprisoned  for  several 
hours,  the  object  of  the  insurgents  being  to  force  an  issue  of  paper  money 
agreeably  to  a  petition  signed  by  thirty  towns  which  had  not  been 
granted.  "I  am  mortified  beyond  expression,"  wrote  Washington  to 
Henry  Lee  in  Congress,  **  at  such  a  melancholy  verification  of  what  our 
transatlantic  foes  Iiave  predicted,  and  of  another  thing  more  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  mankind  when  left  to  themselves  are  unfit  for  their  own 
government"  This  pressure  for  reform  in  the  general  governing  system 
was  finally  made  effective  througli  the  action  of  the  New  York  Legislature, 

8we«t  reflection  to  me  —  is  it  so  to  my  charmer  ?  Do  you  find  yourself  more  or  less  anxious 
for  the  moment  to  arrive  as  it  approacheA  ?  This  is  a  good  criterion  to  determine  the  degree 
of  your  affection  by.  You  hare  had  an  age  for  consideration,  time  enough  for  even  a  woman  to 
know  her  mind  in.  Do  you  begin  to  re|>ent  or  not  ?  Remember  you  an>  going  to  do  a  very 
serious  thing.  For  though  our  sex  hare  generously  given  up  a  part  of  its  prerogatives,  and 
husbands  have  ho  longer  the  power  of  life  and  death,  as  the  wiser  husbands  of  former  days 
had,  3ret  we  stiU  retain  the  power  of  happiness  and  misery  ;  and  if  you  are  prudent  you  will  not 
trust  the  felicity  of  your  future  life  to  one  in  whom  you  have  not  good  reason  for  implicit 
confidence.  I  give  you  warning  —  don't  blame  me  if  you  make  an  injudicionH  choice  —  and 
if  you  should  be  disposed  to  retract,  don't  give  me  the  trouble  of  a  journey  to  Albany,  and 
then  do  as  did  a  certain  lady  1  have  mentioned  to  you,  find  out  the  day  before  we  an^  to  be 
married  that  you  '  can't  like  the  man '  ;  but  of  all  things  I  pray  yuu  don't  make  the  discovery 
afterwards — for  this  would  be  worse  than  all.  But  I  do  not  apprehend  its  being  the  case. 
I  think  we  know  each  other  well  enough  to  understand  each  other's  feelings,  and  to  be  sure 
our  affection  will  not  only  last  but  be  progressive. 

"  I  stopped  to  read  over  my  letter  —  it  is  a  motley  mixture  of  fond  extravagance  and 
sprightly  dullness  ;  the  truth  is  I  am  too  much  in  love  to  be  either  reasonable  or  witty  ;  I 
feel  in  the  extreme  ;  and  when  I  attempt  to  speak  of  my  feelings  1  rave.  I  have  remarked  to 
you  before  that  nsal  tenderness  has  always  a  tincture  of  sadness,  and  when  1  affect  the  lively 
my  melting  heart  rebels.  It  is  separated  from  you  and  it  cannot  be  cheerful.  .  I^ove  is  a 
sort  of  inaanity  and  every  thing  I  write  savors  strongly  of  it ;  that  you  return  it  is  the  best 
proof  of  your  madnea  also. 

"  I  teU  you,  my  Betsey,  you  are  negligent ;  you  do  not  write  to  me  often  enough.  Take 
more  care  of  my  happiness,  for  there  is  nothing  your  Hamilton  would  not  do  to  promote 
youn." 
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which  instnicted  her  delegates  in  Congreas  to  move  for  an  act  to  sanction 
a  revision  or  change ;  thus  Congress  advised  the  States  to  confer  power 
upon  a  convention,  which  should  comprehend  the  highest  civil  talent  of 
the  country  —  representing  every  interest,  and  every  part  of  the  Union. 

The  members  numbered  fifty-five.  Washington,  the  heart  and  hand 
of  America,  towards  whom  all  eyes  turned  in  dire  emei^ncies,  came 
from  Mount  Vernon,  and,  with  his  usual  punctilious  observance  of  eti- 
quette, paid  an  immediate  visit  to  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr. 
Franklin.  The  philosopher  was  in  his  eighty-second  year,  but  his  health 
had  improved  since  his  return  from  France,  and  he  attended  the  Con- 
vention regularly,  five  hours  a  day,  for  more  than  four  months.  Robert 
Morris,  whose  personal  credit  had  proved  such  a  valuable  element  in 
securing  independence,  George  Read,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration,  Edmund 
Randolph,  the  governor  of  Virginia,  and  Gouvemeur  Morris,  who  had 
resided  in  Philadelphia  since  the  termination  of  his  service  aa  Assistant 
Financier,  were  conspicuous  delegates.  New  Jersey  sent  Governor  Wil- 
liam Livingston,  one  of  the  most  forcible  and  elegant  writers,  and  prob- 
ably the  best  classical  scholar  in  the  assemblage.  The  reader  has  known 
him  best  as  a  soldier  and  a  statesmen,  but  he  had  great  tact  and  talent 
as  an  essayist,  his  satirical  powers  were  unrivaled,  he  was  a  poet  of  no 
mean  ability,  and  his  litemry  taste  was  singularly  refined  for  the  day. 

From  New  Hampshire  came  John  Langdon,  subsequently  governor  of 
that  State,  a  severely  practical  republican  of  social  habits  and  magnetic 
and  pleasing  address,  the  patriot  who  furnished  means  to  equip  Stark's 
New  Hampshire  militia  in  the  dark  days  prior  to  the  victory  of  Ben- 
nington, pledging  his  plate  among  other  valuables  for  the  purpose.  From 
South  Carolina  came  a  polished  and  accomplished  delegation :  John 
Rutledge,  who,  like  his  brother  Edward,  had  received  legal  training  at 
the  Temple,  and  was  versed  in  all  the  intricacies  of  the  English  law ;  and 
the  two  Pi nckney 8,  Charles  Cotesworth  and  Charles  —  the  latter,  after- 
wards governor  of  South  Carolina,  a  dozen  or  more  years  younger  tlian 
the  former  —  both  of  whom  were  educated  for  the  bar,  the  elder  of  the 
two  at  Westminster,  Oxford,  and  the  Temple,  and  had  since  passed  through 
every  vicissitude  of  a  soldier's  life.  From  Massachusetts  came  a  tine 
specimen  of  the  old  Puritan  character,  Caleb  Strong,  born  in  Northamp- 
ton thirty  years  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution,'  a  student  of 
law,  of  spotless  private  character,  a  statesman  of  inflexi])le  adherence  to 
principle,  who  while  governor  of  Massachusetts  during  the  War  of  1812 
denied  the  right  of  the  President,  upon  constitutional  grounds,  to  make 
rcMinisitiou  upon  tlie  State  for  troops ;  he  affected  no  elegance  of  style, 
was  tall,  with  a  somewhat  long  visage,  his  hair  but  slightly  powdereiL 
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resting  loosely  upon  a  high,  thoughtful  brow,  from  beneath  which  eyes  of 
singular  beauty  beamed  with  gentleness  and  kindness.  Elbridge  Gerry 
was  forty-three,  one  year  the  senior  of  Strong,  a  master  in  all  questions 
of  commerce  and  finance,  a  gentleman  small  and  slight  of  stature, 
and  of  extreme  urbanity  of  manner.  Rufus  King  was  also  sent  by 
Massachusetts,  and  his  vigorous  oratory,  and  rare  combination  of  personal 
and  intellectual  endowments,  made  him  a  prominent  figure.  Rhode 
Island  was  not  represented.  Connecticut  sent  three  of  her  brightest 
and  best  men,  William  Samuel  Johnson,  Roger  Shennan,  and  Oliver 
Ellsworth.  Johnson  was  not  only  a  jurist,  but  a  man  of  broad  intelli- 
gence, science,  and  literature.  He  had  resided  five  years  before  the  war 
in  England  as  agent  of  Connecticut,  and  was  on  intimate  terms  with  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  as  well  as  a  privileged  guest  in  the  culti- 
vated circle  of  which  that  literary  colossus  was  the  acknowledged  chief. 
Sherman,  according  to  Jefferson,  "  never  said  a  foolish  thing  in  his  Ufa" 
He  was  forty-six,  tall,  erect,  well-proportioned,  of  fair  complexion  and 
manly  bearing,  habitually  calm,  grave,  self-poised,  and  possessed  of  much 
practical  wisdom,  and  a  knowledge  of  human  nature  that  seemed  intui- 
tive. He  was  really  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  present.  He  was 
the  son  of  a  New  England  farmer,  obtained  the  rudiments  of  education  in 
a  common  .school,  and  worked  at  the  shoemaker's  trade,  with  his  books 
around  him,  while  preparing  himself  for  the  stem  realities  of  a  useful 
life.  He  hardly  ever  had  known  an  idle  hour.  He  had  already  been,  for 
some  years,  a  judge  of  the  highest  court  in  Connecticut.  Ellsworth  was 
also  a  lawyer,  and  afterwards  chief  justice.  He  was  forty-two,  an  inde- 
}>endent  thinker  and  an  eloquent  speaker,  an  unassuming,  consistent 
I'epublican,  who  combined  all  the  charms  of  good-breeding  with  the  ex- 
cellences of  the  Christian  gentleman. 

Georgia  and  North  Carolina  were  not  behind  the  other  States  in  con- 
tributing merit  to  this  august  body.  Georgia's  most  notable  delegate 
was  a  son  of  her  adoption,  Abraham  Baldwin,  a  young  Connecticut  lawyer 
of  thirty-three,  a  graduate  of  Yale,  the  brother-in-law  of  Joel  Barlow, 
who  at  the  request  of  General  Greene  removed  to  Savannah  in  1784 
North  Carolina  sent  William  Richardson  Davie,  by  birth  an  Englishman, 
a  graduate  from  Princeton,  and  commissary-general  of  the  Southern 
army  under  Greene.  He  was  but  thirty-one,  remarkably  handsome,  of 
commanding  physique,  voice  of  peculiar  melody,  and  an  accomplished 
orator.  He  was  subsequently  governor  of  North  Carolina.  Hugh  Wil- 
liamson was  fifty,  and  his  reputation  for  int^rity  such  that  no  one 
dared  to  approach  him  with  flattery  or  falsehood.  He  was  a  thorough 
scholar  in  divinity,  excelled  in  mathematics,  had  studied  medicine  at 
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Edhibui-gh  and  Utrecht,  and  was  a  writer  upon  a  great  variety  of  abstruse 
topics.     Virginia's  delegation   was   renowned.     The   central   figure   was 
Washington.     George   Wythe,   Chancellor  of    Virginia   for   more   than 
twenty  years,  was  sixty-one,  and  as  exceptionally  wise  and  pure-minded 
as  he  was  venerable.     He,  like  Sherman,  was  the  son  of  a  farmer,  al- 
though educated  chiefly  by  his  mother,  a  remarkable  classical  scholar ; 
but  he  had  taught  himself  Greek,  and  become  thoroughly  learned   in 
jurisprudence.     His  pupil,  James  Madison,  of  whom  Virginia  was  jastly 
proud,  stood  by  his  side,  a  fair-faced  man  of  thirty-seven.     Maryland, 
Delaware,  and  Pennsylvania  together  supplied  eighteen  delegates.     Luther 
Martin,  of  Maryland,  was  a  lawyer  of  commanding  intellect,  afterwanls 
the  personal  and  political  friend  of  Aaron  Burr,  whose  acquittal  he  was 
instrumental  in  procuring  when  tried  for  treason  in  1807 ;  one  of  his 
colleagues,  John  Francis  Mercer,  afterwards  governor  of  Maryland,  had 
been  a  soldier  and  a  citizen  of  deserved  distinction  in  his  own  State ; 
John  Dickinson,  son  of  Judge  Samuel  Dickinson,  had  just  reached  his 
iifty-fifth  year,  a  man  of  elegant  learning  and  fine  conversational  jKiwers, 
who,  trained  in  law  at  the  Temple,  had  displayed  unusual  gifts,  not  only 
at  the  bar,  but  in  legislation  and  authorship.     George  Clynier,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  forty-eight,  of  medium  size,  fair  complexion,  and  featui\*s 
radiant  with   intelligence  and  benevolence ;   he  rarely   made  a  speech, 
through  extreme  diffidence,  but  wrote  witli  exceeding  care  and  accuracy, 
and  his  opinions  were  always  received  with  marked  resjx^ct ;  it  is  saiJ 
that  he  was  never  heard  to  speak  ill  of  the  absent  or  known  to  break  a 
l)roniise,  and  was  always  on  the  alert  to  promote  every  scheme  for  the  im- 
provement of  tlie  country  in  science,  agriculture,  polite  learning,  the  tint* 
arts,  or  objects  of  mere  utility.     James  Wilson,  born   in   Scotland,  had 
studied  successively  at  Glasgow,  St.  Andrews,  and  Edinburgh,  and  Hnally 
com|>lete(l  his  legal  education  in  the  office  of  John  Dickinson,  of  Dela- 
ware, who  was  ten  years  his  senior.     He  was  a  clear,  sagacious,  iorcil»lc 
political   writer,   and   a  statesman   of  high  order.     The  soldier,  Thomas 
Minlin,  was  one   of  the  immortal  company;  also  Jared  Ingersoll,  whose 
t'atlicr,  Jared   Ingersoll,  was  the  stamp-master  of  Connecticut,  captuivi 
and  conducted  to  Hartford  in   ITOo,  and  forced  by  the  indignant  peojile 
to  resign  his  office,  as  related  in  a  former  chapter.     The  son  went  to  D»n- 
don  and  studied  law  five  ycai*s  in  the  Middle  Temple,  and  then  returne\l 
to  reside  in  Philadeljihia,  where  he  became  a  j)rominent  jurist,  holding; 
many  offices  of  trust  in  the  courts  and  councils  of  the  country. 

There  was  scarcely  a  man  in  tin*  Convention  who  was  not  a  specimen 
of  strong  individuality,  of  commanding  will,  of  manly  statesmanslii}».  and 
of  gentlemanly  culture;  and  nearly  all  had  acquired  political  wisdom  and 
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achieved  eminence  in  some  field  of  public  service.  It  was  a  body  of 
earnest  thinkers,  to  whom  had  been  confided  in  a  larger  degree  than  ever 
to  any  other  body  of  men  the  destinies  of  nations.  It  organized  with 
Washington  as  its  presiding  officer,  bound  itself  to  secrecy,  and  proceeded 
to  its  work  with  closed  doors ;  it  was  soon  found  impossible  to  amend 
the  existing  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  various  were  tlie  resolutions 
submitted  as  the  l)asis  of  a  new  constitution.  Franklin  opposed  every 
projwsition  that  tended  towards  an  arbitrary  government  He  thought 
the  chief  magistrate  should  have  no  salary  and  little  power,  and  that  the 
government  should  be  a  simple  contrivance  for  executing  the  will  of  the 
l^eople.  He  said  that  ambition  and  avarice,  the  love  of  power  and 
the  love  of  money,  were  the  two  passions  that  most  influenced  the  aflairs 
of  men,  an<l  argued  that  the  struggle  for  posts  of  honor  which  were  at 
the  same  time  places  of  profit  would  perpetually  divide  the  nation  and 
distract  its  councils ;  and  that  the  men  who  would  thrust  themselves  into 
the  arena  of  contention  for  preferment  would  not  be  the  wise  and  moder- 
ate, those  fitted  for  high  trusts,  but  the  bold,  the  selfish,  and  the  violent, 
and  that  in  the  bustle  of  cabal,  and  the  mutual  abuse  of  parties,  the  best 
of  characters  would  be  torn  in  pieces. 

Hamilton  went  to  the  other  extreme.  He  did  not  favor  a  monarchy, 
but  he  was  for  having  a  perpetual  senate  and  a  j>eq)etual  governor.  His 
peculiarly  constructive  ideas  were  toned,  however,  l>y  a  chivalrous  gener- 
osity, and  an  unerring  perception  of  the  practicable  and  the  expedient 
The  work  In^fore  the  Convention  was  of  a  nature  to  develop,  to  the  fullest 
extent,  the  most  conflicting  opinions  and  the  most  opposite  theories.  No 
subject  in  the  whole  mnge  of  human  thought  and  human  endeavor  could 
1x3  more  complex.  The  })revailing  fear  of  a  close  corporation  with  des- 
lK)tic  powers,  olwtructed  the  development  of  the  great  Federal  principle 
which  Hamilton  had  long  cherished,  and  first  defined  in  the  midst  of  the 
gloom  and  uncertainty  of  the  civil  contest  —  aj>rinciple  which  acknowl- 
edged the  inalienable  right  of  the  individual  state  to  control  absolutely 
its  own  domestic  and  internal  affairs,  because  l)etter  able  to  do  it  intelli- 
gently than  any  outside  power,  but  which  also  recognized  the  desirability 
and  necessity  of  a  central  government,  that  should  settle  and  determine 
national  ([uestions.  To  emlxnly  such  a  scheme,  with  all  its  delicate 
details,  in  a  written  document,  required  serious,  searching,  conscientious, 
and  discriminating  examination  and  deliberation.  No  aid  of  special 
significance  could  be  gleaned  from  liistorv,  as  the  world  had  then  seen 
little  of  real  liberty  united  with  personal  siifety  and  i)ublic  security. 

And  this  novel  umlertaking,  unknown  to  the  science  of  })olitic3,  was  U) 
be  tried  in  a  new  land,  under  new  social  conditions,  and  it  is  no  matter  of 
wonder  that  it  should  have  l)een  reganled  as  a  prodigious  experiment 
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All  summer  the  toil  went  on.  In  the  early  part  of  July  Hamilton's 
associate  New  York  delegates,  Yates  and  Lansing,  returned  home,  because 
they  thought  the  Convention  was  transcending  its  powers.  Hamilton, 
left  alone  to  represent  the  great  Empire  State,  brought  his  marvelous  gifts 
and  best  energies  to  the  task.  He  had  less  direct  agency  than  some 
others  in  framing  the  chief  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  but  he  was 
the  main  engineer  of  the  structura  Never  untimely  obtrusive  with 
his  clear-cut  opinions,  or  hesitant  when  discussion  was  appropriate,  he 
brought  his  profound  knowledge  of  the  practical  workings  of  all  the 
political  systems  of  the  world  into  grand  review,  and  with  deferential, 
courteous,  and  yet  authoritative  air,  and  singularly  fascinating  manners, 
commanded  the  ear  of  the  Convention  whenever  he  lifted  his  voice. 

The  facts  and  philosophy  of  the  situation  invest  the  slight  figure  which 
towered  so  high  in  the  midst  of  the  assembled  greatness  with  new  light 
and  liie.  Hamilton's  bright,  vivacious  countenance  illumined  every  dark 
point  of  the  troublesome  and  often  misfitting  framework.  He  was 
essentially  the  guide  of  the  builders.  Curtis  says  he  evinced  "  a  more 
remarkable  maturity  than  has  ever  been  exhibited  by  any  other  person, 
at  so  early  an  age,  in  the  same  department  of  thought " ;  and,  furthermore, 
that  Hamilton  "  proved  himself  to  be  a  statesman  of  greater  talent  and  power 
than  the  celebrated  Pitt,  two  years  his  junior,  who  became  Prime  Minister 
of  England  at  the  age  of  twenty-four ;  for  none  can  doubt,  that  to  build 
up  a  free  and  firm  State  out  of  a  condition  of  political  chaos,  and  to  give 
it  a  government  capable  of  developing  the  resources  of  its  soil  and  peoph . 
and  of  insuring  to  it  prosperity,  power,  and  permanence,  is  a  greater  work 
than  to  administer  with  energy  and  success  —  even  in  periods  of  severe 
trial  —  the  constitution  of  an  empire  whose  principles  and  modes  nf 
action  have  been  settled  for  centuries."  Hamilton  was  the  youngi^st 
man  in  this  remarkable  body,  which  for  moral  completeness  of  character 
and  breadth  of  intellectual  vision  never  has  been  excelled  in  this  or  aiiv 
other  country ;  and  he  stood  opposed  to  Franklin,  the  oldest  man  present 
—  upwards  of  fifty  years  his  senior  —  whose  fame  filled  the  eastern  as 
well  as  the  western  hemisphere. 

But  although  Franklin  occasionally  pushed  his  peculiar  fancies  to  tlii* 
utmost  verge  of  truth  through  excess  of  worldly  wisdom,  he  rose  grandly 
above  all  fanaticism  or  intolerance,  and  his  prudent  influence  was  one  ul 
the  great  elements  that  ruled  the  hour.  The  next  day  after  Hamilton 
was  deserted  by  his  New  York  colleagues,  Franklin  delivered  a  speech  in 
which  he  attributed  the  "  small  progress  made  in  four  or  five  weeks'  cf»n- 
tinual  reasoning  with  each  other  without  results,  to  the  melanch<»lv 
imperfection  of  the  human  understanding,"  and  urgently  recommendt^l 
that  the  sessions  be  opened  every  morning  with  prayer. 
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Washti^lton's  sereoe  and  commaDding  presence  was  of  vital  conse- 
qiience  at  this  important  crisis  of  human  affairs  —  without  which  Hamil- 
ton's extraordinary  forecast  and  luminous  discussions  would  have  availed 
Uttle.  Madison's  accurate  and  clear  logic  and  Kufus  King's  brilliant 
efforts  were  also  of  the  first  importance.  Madison,  in  addition  to  his 
manifold  duties  during  the  session,  preserved  a  full  and  careful  record  of 
the  discussions  with  his  own  hand ;  King  was  the  author  of  a  prohibition 
of  the  States  to  pass  laws  affecting  the  obligations  of  contracts,  which 
was  incorporated  in  the  phraseology  of  the  instrument  on  the  14th  of 
September  The  ardent 
and  impulsive  Gouver- 
neur  Moms,  with  tlash- 
mg  eloquence,  discarded 
all  narrow  notions  for 
the  welfare  of  the  whole 
continent,  and  contrib- 
uted largely  towards 
attaining  the  objects  of 
the  Convention  Sev- 
eral of  the  statesmen,  m 
a  spint  of  comprehen 
si\e  niagQaminity.yield- 
e<l  )<oiuts,  for  the  general 
goi>d,  which  they  had 
held  with  great  tenacity 
Hamilton  himself,  with 
Hire  felicity  of  temper- 
ament, accepted  in  the 
end  certain  features 
which  he  thought  de- 
fective, believing  it  to 
be  the  best  govenmient 
that  the  wisdom  of  the  Convention  could  frame,  and  the  heat  that  the 
nation  would  adopt 

A  committee  was  appointed  on  the  8th  of  September,  cousbting  of 
Hamilton,  Madison,  William  Samuel  Johnson,  Rufus  King,  and 
Gouvemeur  Morris,  to  revise  the  style  and  arrange  the  articles  of  ""*■  *" 
the  draft  of  a  constitution,  which  had  been  under  debate  since  the  early 
[lart  of  August,  and  at  last  substantially  agreed  upon  by  its  framers.  This 
Hiiisliing  work  was  delegated  to  Gouvemeur  Morris,  whose  facile  pen  and 
hue  lilemiy  taste  clothed  the  iastrumeut  in  clear,  simple,  and  expressive 
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language,  giving  to  the  substance  its  admirable  order  and  8ymiiieti7«  and 
to  the  text  its  distinguishing  elegance. 

The  revised  draft  having  been  reported  and  engrossed,  it  was  duly 
signed  by  a  majority  of  the  members,  and  submitted  to  the  States 
'  for  mtification ;  after  which  the  Convention  adjourned. 

When  Hamilton  returned  home,  he  found  that  the  anti-Federalists  as  a 
whole,  and  a  large  proportion  of  his  own  constituents,  accredited  him 
with  having  perpetrated  the  worst  of  mischiefs  in  signing  the  Ck)nstita- 
tion  in  behalf  of  New  York.  "  You  were  not  authorized  by  the  State," 
said  Governor  Clinton.  "  You  will  find  yourself,  I  fear,  in  a  hornet  s 
nest,"  said^  Chief  Justice  Richard  Morris.  Washington's  official  letter 
^^  reached  Congress  on  the  28th,  containing  a  draft  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which,  in  accordance  with  a  unanimous  resolution  of  that 
body,  was  transmitted  to  the  several  State  legislatures,  in  order  to  be 
submitted  for  appi-oval  to  a  Convention  to  be  called  in  each  State  for  the 
purpose  —  the  assent  of  nine  of  the  thirteen  States  being  required  for  its 
ratification.  The  publication  of  the  instrument  in  New  York  opened  a 
spirited  and  violent  contest  Not  only  the  city  but  the  whole  State  was 
in  a  ferment.  It  was  not  possible  for  the  same  principle  of  concession 
and  mutual  forbearance,  and  the  saine  breadth  of  understanding,  to  pre- 
vail among  the  masses  as  among  their  enlightened  representatives  in  the 
Convention.  All  manner  of  prejudices  were  awakened,  State  pride.  State 
interests,  and  State  jealousies  were  aroused,  suspicions  and  terrors  were 
created,  and  hostile  legions  sincerely  believed  that  the  terrible  Constitu- 
tion would  be  the  grave  of  American  liberty. 

From  Georgia  to  New  Hampshire  a  formidable  proportion  of  the  peo- 
ple rallied  with  great  enthusiasm  and  vigor  for  the  defense  of  State  rights. 
The  new  Constitution  proposed  a  voluntary  surrender  of  political  power 
from  one  class  of  men  to  another.  It  had  been  constructed  by  a  Con- 
vention authorized  solely  to  amend  the  old  system.  Brilliant  orators  in 
every  State  along  the  whole  Atlantic  seaboard  predicted  arbitrary  despn- 
ism,  and  callt^d  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Convention  had  exceedt^i 
its  powers.  As  a  natural  consequence,  inflammatory  resentment  spread 
with  fearful  rapidity.  The  ehxjuent  Patrick  Henry  lent  all  his  persua- 
sive gifts  to  the  great  work  of  preventing  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  said :  "When  I  come  to  examine  its  features,  they  appear  to  nie 
liorriUly  tVightful.  Among  other  deformities,  it  has  an  a^*ful  squinting: 
it  s([uints  towards  monarchy;  and  does  not  this  raise  indignation  in  tht* 
laiast  of  K'M'vy  true  American  ?  Your  president  may  easily  become  kin;: 
V«>iir  senate  is  s«»  imperfectly  constructed,  that  your  dearest  rights  ma} 
l>c  sa.  1  iiieed.     Where  are  your  checks  in  this  government  ? " 
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In  New  York  the  anti-Federalists,  calling  themselves  Federal  Repub- 
licans, organized  for  determined  opposition.  A  society,  formed  in  the 
city,  of  wliich  General  John  Lamb  was  chairman,  and  his  son-in-law, 
Charles  Tillinghast,  secretary,  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  chief 
men  holding  similar  views  in  other  States,  to  concert  measures  to  prevent 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  On  the  other  hand,  Hamilton  com- 
menced writing  a  series  of  essays,  which,  published  in  the  New  York 
newspapers,  were  copied  far  and  wide  into  nearly  all  the  journals  of 
America.  He  addressed  himself  to  the  reason  and  good  sense  of  the 
people  at  large,  explaining  his  position  and  clearly  elucidating  his  prin- 
ciples of  public  policy.  Associated  with  him  in  this  educating  process 
were  Secretary  Jay  and  James  Madison.  In  simple,  forcible  diction 
they  jwinted  out  the  advantages  of  an  energetic  government,  and  gradu- 
ally ovei\?iime  the  ill-grounded  apprehensions  of  the  multitude.  They 
had  faith  in  the  intelligence  and  honesty  of  the  community  whenever  it 
should  attain  to  a  better  knowledge  of  the  ample  i)rovisions  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  rights  and  interests  of  all  classes  of  citizens  and  State 
organizations,  made  by  the  instrument  under  consideration.  These  papers 
commanded  careful  attention,  and  carried  conviction  to  the  great  body  of 
thinking  men  in  all  parts  of  the  country  ;  they  were  published  in  two  small 
volumes  during  the  year  1788,  entitled  The  Federalist,  the  first 
volume  l)eing  issued  before  the  final  es.^ays  were  written,  the 
second  following  as  soon  as  the  series  was  comi)leted.  This  work  is 
preser\'ed,  and  justly  prized  as  an  exhaustive  reply  to  the  many  objec- 
tions raised  against  the  Constitution,  and  iis  the  most  important  source  of 
c()ntemix)raneous  interpretation  which  the  annals  of  America  aflbrd. 

In  the  conventions  called  by  the  States  the  Ijest  talent  was  engaged, 
and  opposing  vie\vs  were  advocated  witli  a  fullness,  force,  and  earnestness 
never  surpassed  on  any  occasion  in  American  history.  The  parties  were 
so  evenly  balanced,  in  some  instances,  that  it  was  impossible  to  conjecture 
what  would  be  the  fate  of  the  Constitution ;  and  the  small  majorities 
show  how  reluctantly  the  new  government  was  accepted.  Debts  and 
outside  dangei"s  moved  several  of  the  States  to  prompt  action.  An  excit- 
ing month  was  spent  in  debate  by  the  Convention  of  Massachusetts. 
**  The  State  government,**  said  Fisher  Ames,  "  is  a  beautiful  struc- 
ture,  but  it  is  situated  on  the  naked  beach.  What  security  has  it 
against  foreii^n  enemies  ?  Can  we  protect  our  fisheries  or  secure  by 
treaties  a  sale  for  the  produce  of  our  lands  in  foreign  markets  ? "  The 
eminent  men  of  Virginia  were  not  assembled  in  convention  until  June. 
Patrick  Henry  wrote  on  the  9th  to  General  Lamb,  **  I  am  satisfied  four 
fifths  of  our  inhabitants  are  opposed  to  the  new  scheme  of  government, 
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« 

and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  numbers  in  convention  appear  equal 
on  both  sides ;  the  friends  and  seekers  of  power  have,  with  their  usual 
subtilty,  wriggled  themselves  into  the  choice  of  the  people  by  flimiimi>g 
shapes  as  various  as  the  faces  of  the  men  they  address  on  such  occasions." 
The  brilliant  Virginian  resisted  the  Constitution  to  the  last  When 
likely  to  be  overpowered  he  expressed  his  sentiments  in  manly  terms : 
''  I  will  be  a  peaceable  citizen !  My  head,  my  hand,  my  heart,  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  retrieve  the  loss  of  liberty  and  remove  the  defects  of  the  sys- 
tem in  a  constitutional  way." 

Meanwhile  New  York  was  agitated  from  centre  to  circumference  with 
acrimonious  disputation.  The  two  parties  vilified  each  other  in  pamphlets, 
in  the  newspapers,  in  conversation  on  the  streets,  and  in  social  and  busi- 
ness circles.  Hamilton,  meeting  General  Lamb  one  morning,  expostulated 
with  him  upon  the  folly  of  his  fears  respecting  "  the  abuse  of  power,"  saying, 
''  It  is  a  matter  of  certainty  that  Washington  will  be  the  first  President'* 
Admitting  that  unlimited  power  might  safely  be  trusted  to  that  great 
man,  Lamb  added  that  he  knew  of  no  other  mortal  to  whom  he  would  be 
willing  to  confide  the  enormous  authority  granted  by  the  Constitution, 
and  that  not  even  the  influence  of  a  name  so  illustrious  could  shake  his 
opposition  to  the  dangerous  instrument  But  when  nine  States  had 
signified  their  approval  and  the  government  was  sure  to  go  into  operation, 
it  was  plain  that  New  York  must  do  one  of  two  things  —  unite  with  the 
others  or  secede.  A  resolution  for  the  call  of  a  State  Convention,  offered 
by  Egbert  Benson  in  Januaiy,  passed  both  branches  of  the  l^islature 
after  some  delay,  and  the  delegates  were  accordingly  elected.  The  capi- 
tal was  represented  by  Hamilton,  Secretary  Jay,  Chancellor  Livingston, 
Chief  Justice  Richard  Morris,  and  Mayor  Duane.  The  delegation  from 
Albany  were  anti-Federalists.  The  members  altogether  numbered  sixty- 
seven,  embracing  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  men  of  talent  and  promi- 
nence then  on  the  political  stage,  of  whom  a  decided  majority  were 
opposed  to  the  Constitution.  This  New  York  Convention  assem- 
^*  bled  at  Poughkeepsie  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  organized  with 
Governor  George  Clinton  President 

Chancellor  Livingston  opened  the  discussion  on  the  19th,  pointing  out 
the  absolute  necessity  of  the  Union  to  New  York,  especially  on  account 
of  her  peculiar  local  situation  and  the  consequent  confusion  of  her  com- 
mercial relations,  and  in  the  most  eloquent  terms  urged  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  question  at  issue,  and  the  duty  of  the  gentlemen  to 
divest  themselves  of  every  preconceived  prejudice  in  order  to  deliberate 
with  coolness,  moderation,  and  candor.  The  anti-Federalists  argued  that 
New  York  would,  in  accepting  the  Constitution,  sacrifice  too  much  poht- 
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ical  consequence  and  too  great  a  proportion  of  the  natural  advantages 
accruing  from  her  commanding  geographical  position. 

July  came,  and  still  the  various  clauses  of  the  Ck)nstitution  were  hotly 
discussed.  News  from  Virginia  on  the  3d  saddened  the  opposi- 
tion. In  Albany  the  Federalists  were  jubilant,  and  celebrated  the 
event  by  a  procession  conducted  with  much  pomp  and  ceremony.  The 
anti-Federalists,  angered  by  the  display,  gathered  themselves  together,  and 
after  listening  to  inflammatory  speeches  burned  the  Constitution  in  the 
faces  of  their  foes.  Both  parties  then  attempted  to  march  through  the 
same  street,  and  a  serious  scrimmage  ensued  in  which  several  persons 
were  wounded.  The  news  of  the  accession  of  New  Hampshire  followed 
swiftly  that  of  Viiginia.  The  Convention  was  in  the  very  depths  of 
troubled  waters.  Jay*s  continuity  of  mental  effort  and  aptitude  for  har- 
monizing differences  and  smoothing  down  rough  places  were  of  the  utmost 
use  in  the  emergency."  But  the  most  remarkable  speech  of  the  session 
was  that  of  Hamilton,  when  the  delegates  assembled  for  the  final  vote. 
He  addressed  them  for  three  hours,  bringing  forward  every  argimient, 
and  dwelling  vrith  matchless  skill  upon  the  miseries  that  must  ensue  if 
the  Constitution  was  rejected.  Some  of  his  audience  were  melted  into 
tears ;  Kent,  who  was  present,  said  •'  he  never  could  have  believed  the 
power  of  man  equal  to  so  much  eloquence."  Gilbert  Livingston,  one  of 
the  opposition,  rose,  and  solemnly  remarked  "  that  there  was  much  truth 
in  Mr.  Hamilton's  words."  The  sagacious  Clinton  at  the  last  was  be- 
lieved to  have  privately  advised  Melancthon  Smith  to  vote  with  the  Fed- 
eralists. The  momentous  decision  took  place  on  Thui-sday,  the 
26th  of  July,  New  York  adopting  the  Constitution  by  a  majority  ^ 
of  three  —  with  the  recommendation  of  several  proposed  amendments. 
Thus  turned  the  pivot  in  the  history  of  the  English-speaking  race. 

The  metropolis  had  grown  restless  while  waiting  for  the  action  of  the 
Convention,  and  on  Monday,  three  days  before  the  great  event  just 
recorded,  proceeded  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  an  imposing  celebra-  ^ 
tiou,  matured  by  a  committee,  and  arranged  under  the  special  supervision 
of  Major  UEnfant.  It  was  thought  that  an  exhibition  of  the  popular 
feeling  would  materially  influence  the  obstinate  body  at  Poughkeepsie, 
and  bring  matters  to  a  crisis.  The  morning  was  ushered  in  by  a  salute 
of  thirteen  guns  from  the  Federal  ship  Hamilton,  moored  off*  the  Bowling 
Green.  This  vessel  had  been  built  for  the  occasion  and  presented  by  the 
ship-carpenters.  It  was  equipped  as  a  frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  twenty- 
seven  feet  keel  and  ten  beam,  with  everything  complete  in  proportion, 
both  in  hull  and  rigging,  and  was  manned  with  upwards  of  thirty  sailors, 
and  a  full  complement  of  officers,  under  command  of  the  veteran  Commo- 
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dore  James  Nicholson.  It  was  drawn  through  the  streets  by  ten  beautiful 
horses. 

The  procession  was  formed  upon  a  scale  of  vast  magnitude,  and  it  bein*: 
the  first  of  the  kind  in  New  York  —  or  in  America  —  which  nothing: 
since  has  excelled  in  magnificence  of  design  or  splendor  of  effect,  a  brief 
outline  of  its  principal  features  will  vividly  illustrate  the  spirit  of  the 
age.  It  was  marshaled  in  ten  divisions,  in  honor  of  the  ten  States  that 
had  alieady  acceded  to  the  Constitution.  The  Grand  Marshal  was  Colonel 
Eichard  Piatt.  His  associate  officers  were  Morgan  Lewis,  Nicholas  Fish, 
Aquila  Giles,  James  Fairlie,  William  Popham,  and  Abijah  Hammond. 

First  came  an  escort  of  light-horse  preceded  by  trumpeters  and  a  body 
of  artillery  with  a  field-piece.  Then  foresters  with  axes,  preceding  and 
following  Christopher  Columbus,  on  horseback.  Farmers  came  next,  Nich- 
olas Cruger,  in  farmer's  costume,  conducting  a  plow  drawn  by  three  yoke  of 
oxen.  John  Watts,  also  in  farmer's  dress,  guided  a  harrow  drawn  by 
oxen  and  horses,  followed  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  farmers  carrying 
implements  of  husbandry.  A  newly  invented  threshing-machine  was 
manipulated  by  Baron  Pollnitz  and  other  gentleman  farmers  in  fanners' 
garb,  grinding  and  threshing  grain  as  they  passed  along.  Mounted  upon 
a  fine  gray  horse,  elegantly  caparisoned,  and  led  by  two  colored  men  in 
white  Oriental  dresses  and  turbans,  Anthony  Walton  White  bore  the 
arms  of  the  United  States  in  sculpture,  preceding  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati  in  full  military  uniform.  Gardeners  followed  in  green  aprons, 
with  the  tools  of  their  trade ;  and  then  the  tailoi*s,  attended  by  a  bainl  ot 
music,  making'  a  brilliant  disj)lay.  The  measurei-s  of  i^rain  were  headed 
by  James  Van  Dyke,  their  banner  representing  the  meiisures  used  in  their 
business,  with  the  lines:  — 

"  Federal  measures,  and  measures  true, 
Shall  meiusure  out  justice  to  us  and  to  you." 

The  bakers  were  headed  by  John  Quackenboss  and  Frederick  Stynietz. 
Ten  apprentices,  dressed  in  white  with  blue  sashes,  each  cjirrying  a  lai-^^e 
rose,  decorated  with  ribbons,  and  ten  journeymen  in  like  costume,  carry- 
ing ini])lements  of  the  craft,  were  followed  by  a  large  square  platform 
mounted  on  wheels,  dmwn  by  ten  bay  horses,  bearing  the  "  Federal  Loaf." 
into  which  was  baked  a  whole  barrel  of  flour,  and  labeled  with  the 
names  in  full  length  of  the  ten  State's  that  had  ratified  the  Constitution. 
Their  banner  represented  the  decline  of  tmde  under  the  old  confederation 
The  brewers  j)araded  horses  and  drays  with  hogsheads  ornamented  with 
hop-vines  and  barley.  Upon  the  first,  mounted  on  a  tun  of  ale.  was  a 
beautiful  boy  of  eight  years,  in  close-fitting  tlesh-cojored  silk,  representing 
Bacchus,  with  a  silver  goblet  in  his  hand. 
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The  second  division  was  headed  by  the  coopers,  led  by  Peter  Stouten- 
burgli.  Thirteen  apprentices,  each  thirteen  years  of  age,  dressed  in  white 
shirts  and  ti-ousers,  with  green  ribbons,  on  their  ankles,  carried  kegs  under 
their  left  arms.  They  were  followed  by  forty-two  more  in  white  leathern 
aprons,  with  green  oak  branches  in  their  hats,  and  white  oak  branches  in 
their  right  hands ;  upon  a  car  drawn  by  four  bay  horses  decorated  with 
green  ribbons  and  oak  branches  were  coopers  at  work  under  John  Post, 
as  boss,  upon  an  old  cask,  the  staves  of  which  all  their  skill  could  not 
keep  together ;  and,  in  apparent  despair  at  their  repeated  failures,  they 
suddenly  lietiK>k  themselves  to  the  constiniction  of  a  new,  fine,  tight,  in^n- 
bound  keg,  which  l)ore  the  name  of  the  "  New  Constitution."  Butchers 
followed  with  a  car  drawn  by  four  horses,  each  mounted  by  a  boy 
dresse<l  in  white,  uik)u  which  was  a  stall  neatly  furnished,  and  butchers  and 
boys  busily  at  work ;  it  also  bore  a  fine  bullock  of  a  thousand  pounds'  weight, 
which  was  presented  to  tlie  committee  by  the  butchers  and  roasted  on  the 
ground  during  the  afternoon.  This  car  was  followed  by  one  hundred  of 
the  trade  in  clean  white  aprons.  The  l>anners  were  carried  by  William 
Wriglit  and  John  Perrin.  The  tanners  and  curriers  carried  a  picturesque 
emblem  with  the  motto,  "  By  union  w^e  rise  to  splendor."  The  skinners, 
leather-breeches  makei-s,  and  glovers  were  dressed  in  buckskin  waistcoats, 
breeches,  gloves,  and  gartei-s  —  with  bucks*  tails  in  their  hats.  James 
Mott  was  the  standartl-bearer,  their  motto  being,  "  Americans,  encourage 
your  own  manufactures."  To  these  William  C.  Thompson,  the  parchment 
manufacturer,  attached  himself,  with  a  standard  of  parchment,  inscribed, 
"  American  manufactured."  The  thiitl  division  was  happily  and  ingen- 
iously conceived,  and  most  effective  in  the  novelty  of  its  display ;  the 
conlwainers  led,  headed  by  James  McCready,  bearing  a  flag  with  the 
arms  of  the  craft,  inscribed,  "  Federal  Cordwainers,"  followed  by  twelve 
masters ;  then  came  the  car  of  the  Sons  of  St.  Crispin,  drawn  by  four 
milk-white  horses  with  postilions  in  livery,  upon  which  was  a  shop  with 
ten  men  diligently  at  work ;  in  the  rear  of  the  main  body  of  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  workmen  Anthony  Bolton  bore  a  similar  flag  to  the  one 
in  front.  The  fourth  division  commenced  with  the  carpenters,  who 
numbered,  altogether,  upwards  of  two  hundred ;  each  carried  a  nile  in  his 
hand,  and  a  scale  and  dividei-s  hung  from  his  neck  with  a  blue  ribbon. 
The  furriers  attracted  grt*at  attention,  their  leader  bearing  a  white  bear- 
skin ;  he  was  followed  by  an  Indian  in  native  costume  loaded  with  furs, 
notwithstanding  it  was  one  of  the  hottest  days  in  July ;  a  procession  of 
workmen,  clad  in  fur-trimmed  gjirments,  and  a  horse  led  by  an  Indian  in 
a  beaver  blanket  with  two  beiirs  sitting  upon  packs  of  furs  upon  his  back, 
terminated  the  show,  together  with  the  unique  figure  of  one  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  men  dressed  in  a  superb  scarlet  blanket,  wearing  an  el^ant  cap  and 
plumes,  and  smoking  a  tomahawk  pipe. 

The  hatters  wore  blue  cockades  and  blue  sashes ;  they  numbered  about 
seventy.  The  peruke-makers  and  hair-dressers,  forty-five  in  all,  displayed 
the  arms  of  the  trade  —  a  wig  in  quarters,  with  three  razors  for  a  crest 
The  artificial  fiorists  carried  a  white  flag  ornamented  with  flowers ;  the 
whitesmiths,  an  elegant  pedestal  of  open  scroll-work  supporting  the  arms 
of  the  trade  —  Vulcan's  arm  and  hand  with  hammer ;  the  cutlers  wore 
steel  breastplates  and  green  silk  aprons  ;  the  confectioners  bore  Bacchus*s 
cup  in  sugar,  four  and  one  half  feet  in  circumference,  and  an  enormous 
"  Federal  Cake."  The  stone-masons  displayed  the  Temple  of  Fame  sup- 
ported by  thirteen  pillars,  ten  finished  and  three  unfinished,  with  the 

inscription :  — 

*^  The  foundation  is  firm,  the  materials  are  good, 
Each  pillar  *8  cemented  with  patriots'  blood.'* 

The  decorations  of  the  societies  were  of  the  greatest  variety  and  sig- 
nificance, and  the  image  of  Hamilton  was  carried  aloft  on  banners  in 
every  part  of  the  procession,  the  Constitution  in  his  right  hand  and  the 
Confederation  in  his  left.  He  had  to  all  appearances  turned  the  s«ale  for 
the  Union,  and  fame  was  indeed  crowning  him  vrith  well-earned  and  en- 
during laurels. 

The  upholsterers  displayed  upon  a  superbly  carpeted  car,  drawn  by  six 
horses,  the  Federal  chair  of  State,  prepared  by  William  Mooney,  after- 
wards Grand  Sachem  of  the  Tammany  Society,  above  which  was  a  rich 
canopy  nineteen  feet  high,  overlaid  with  deep-blue  satin,  hung  with  fes- 
toons and  fringes,  gold  and  glitter ;  on  the  right  of  the  chair  stood  John 
De  Grushe,  representing  the  Goddess  of  Liberty,  with  a  scroll,  inscribed 
"Federal  Constitution,  1788,'*  and  on  the  left  was  a  figure  in  the  charac- 
ter of  Justice,  blindfolded  and  bearing  the  sword  and  balance. 

The  picture  of  the  scene  will  not  be  perfect  without  the  bricklayers, 

with  their  motto,  "  In  God  is  our  trust ;  '*  the  painters  and  glaziers,  with 

various  specimens  of  tlieir  handicraft ;  the  cabinet-makers,  with   a  car 

drawn  by  four  beautiful  horses,  upon  which  a  table  and  a  cradle  were 

completed  during  the  march ;  the  chair-makers,  sixty  or  more,  with  the 

motto  upon  their  standard,  — 

"  The  Federal  States  in  union  bound, 
O'er  all  the  world  our  chairs  are  found'*  ; 

the  ivory-turners  and  musical-instrument  makers,  their  standard  repre- 
senting Apollo  playing  on  a  lyre,  with  a  border  of  musical  instruments 
festooned  in  the  manner  of  trophies  ;  the  lace  and  fringe  weavers,  bearing 
orange  colors  elevated  on  a  gilt  standard,  with  the  device  of  an  angel 
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bearing  a  scroll,  inscribed,  "  Federal  Constitution/'  and  underneath,  "  O, 
never  let  it  perish  in  your  hands,  but  piously  transmit  it  to  your  chil- 
dren " ;  the  paper-stainers,  with  standard  borne  by  John  Colles ;  the  civil 
engineei's,  carrying  a  design  of  a  dock  lor  building  and  repaiiing  men-of- 
war;  the  shipwrights,  with  Noah's  ark  upon  their  banner;  the  blacksmiths 
and  nailers,  numbering  one  hundreil  and  twenty,  who  began  and  completed 
an  anchor  upon  their  stage  during  the  march,  while  their  motto  floated  in 

the  breeze,  — 

"^  Forge  me  strong,  finish  me  neat, 

I  800Q  shall  moor  a  Federal  fleet "  ; 

the  ship-joiners  ;  the  boat-builders ;  the  block  and  pump  makers,  with  a 
stage  upon  which  they  made  a  complete  pump  on  the  route ;  the  sail- 
makers,  who,  in  picturesque  attire,  with  pine  branches  in  their  hats,  con- 
structed  a  ship's  foretopsail  upon  a  car  drawn  by  four  horses,  and  sewed 
about  fifty-six  yards  on  a  steering  sail ;  and  the  riggers,  to  the  number  of 
forty-one,  headed  by  Kichard  Clark,  bearing  a  standard  representing  a 
ship  in  process  of  being  rigged,  with  the  motto, — 

"  Fit  me  well,  and  rig  me  neat, 
And  join  me  to  the  Federal  fleet." 

But  by  far  the  most  imposing  part  of  the  gorgeous  pageant  was  the 
Federal  ship  with  Hamilton's  name  emblazoned  upon  each  side  of  it, 
heading  the  seventh  division,  its  crew  going  through  every  nautical  prep- 
aration and  movement  for  storms,  calms,  and  squalls,  as  it  moved  slowly 
through  the  streets ;  when  abreast  Beaver  Street  the  proper  signal  for  a 
pilot  brought  a  pilot-boat,  eighteen  feet  long,  upon  a  wagon  drawn  by  a 
pair  of  horses,  from  its  harbor  to  the  ship's  weather-quarter,  and  a  pilot 
was  received  on  board  ;  when  opposite  Bowling  Green  the  president  and 
members  of  Congress  were  discovered  standing  upon  the  fort,  and  the 
ship  instantly  brought  to  and  fired  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns,  followed  by 
three  cheers,  which  were  returned  by  the  Congressional  dignitaries  ;  when 
in  front  of  the  house  of  William  Constable,  in  Pearl  Street,  Mrs.  Edgar 
came  to  the  window  and  presented  the  ship  with  a  suit  of  colors ;  while 
abreast  of  Old  Slip,  the  Spanish  Government  vessel  saluted  the  Hamilton 
with  thirteen  guns,  which  was  returned  with  as  much  promptness  as 
though  actually  a  ship  of  war  upon  the  high  seas.  The  Marine  Society 
followed  in  the  wake  of  the  pilot-boat,  the  president  wearing  a  gold 
anchor  at  his  left  breast.  The  printers,  book-binders,  and  stationers  came 
next,  preceded  by  Hugh  Gaine  and  Samuel  Loudon  on  horseback.  Upon 
a  stage  drawn  by  four  horses  was  a  printing-press,  with  compositors  and 
pressmen  at  work,  several  hundred  copies  of  a  song  written  by  Duer  being 
struck  off  and  distributed  among  the  crowd  during  the  march. 
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The  eighth  division  consisted  of  three  hundred  cartmen  in  gay  equip- 
ments ;  a  horse-doctor  bearing  a  standard  with  a  curious  device  ;  a  band 
of  mathematical  instrument  makers,  with  banner  encircled  by  ten  stars, 
exhibiting  a  Hadley's  quadrant  telescope,  compass,  and  hour*glass,  with 
the  motto, ''  Trade  and  Navigation  " ;  a  few  carvers  and  engravers ;  coach 
and  harness  makers,  preceded  by  a  stage  drawn  by  ten  black  horses,  with 
men  at  work;  coppersmiths,  with  a  significant  standard;  tin-plate  work- 
ers, exhibiting  "The  Federal  Tin  Warehouse,"  raised  on  ten  pillars,  with 

the  motto,  — 

"  When  three  more  pillan  rise, 

Our  union  will  the  world  surprise  " ; 

pewterers ;  gold  and  silver  smiths ;  potters ;  chocolate-makers,  with  the 
device  upon  one  side  of  their  banner  of  a  man  with  thirteen  heads  look- 
ing different  ways,  and  upon  the  other  ten  men  supporting  "  one  presi- 
dential head";  tobacconists,  numbering  forty-five,  with  their  arms 
encompassed  by  thirteen  tobacco-plants,  and  each  canying  a  hand  of 
tobacco  with  ten  leaves  bound  closely  together ;  dyers  dressed  in  various 
colors,  their  mottb  being,  "  Give  glory  to  Grod  " ;  brush-makers  with  a  beau- 
tiful banner,  and  carrying  a  large  brush  called  a  Turk's  head,  upon  staves 
twelve  feet  long;  tallow-chandlers,  bearing  a  flag  with  thirteen  stripes, 
beneath  which  was  a  picture  of  Washington  on  one  side,  and  of  Hamilton 
on  the  other  —  anticipating  the  administration  of  the  first  President  of 
the  new  nation  —  and  over  the  arms  of  the  trade  were  thirteen  candles, 
ten  burning  and  three  not  lighted ;  and  the  saddlers,  harness,  and  whip 
makers,  followed  by  a  richly  caparisoned  horse  led  by  a  groom  with  an 
elegant  whip  in  his  hand,  and  ten  stable-boys  dressed  in  character. 

Every  class  of  the  population  participated  in  this  remarkable  pro- 
cession.    In  the   ninth  division   marched  the  judges  and   lawyers  in 
their  robes,  preceded  by  the  sheriff  and  coroner ;  John  Lawrence,  John 
Cozine,  and  Eobert  Troup  bore  the  new  Constitution  elegantly  engrossed 
ou  vellum,  and  ten  students  of  law  followed,  bearing  in  order  the  ratifi- 
cations of  the  ten  States.    The  Philological  Society,  headed  by  its  presi- 
dent, Josiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  came  next,  the  standard,  with  its  arms,  borne 
by  William  Dunlap ;  Noah  Webster,  the  great  American  lexicographer, 
was  in  the  procession.     The  Regents  of  the  University,  and  the  president, 
professors,  and  students  of  Columbia  College,  all  in  their  academic  dresses, 
next  appeared,  their  banner  emblematical  of  science.     Then  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  merchants  and  traders,  John  Broome,  president  of  the 
Chamber,   and  William  Maxwell,   vice-president  of  the  Bank  of  New 
York,  in  a  chariot,  and  William  Laight  on  horseback,  bearing  a  standard 
with  thirteen  stars  about  an  oval  field,  and  Mercury  surrounded  by  em- 
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blems  of  commerce  supporting  the  arms  of  the  city.  The  tenth  division 
embraced  clergymen,  physicians,  scholars,  gentlemen,  and  strangers,  pre* 
ceded  by  a  blue  flag  with  the  motto,  "  United  we  stand,  divided  we  fell." 
In  the  rear  of  the  whole  was  a  detachment  of  artillery. 

The  spectacle  furnishes  a  broader  view  of  the  various  elements  and 
industries,  and  teaches  us  more  of  the  real  character  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  at  that  time  than  any  chapter  of  description  extant  No 
occasion  better  deserves  a  place  in  history.  It  was  not  the  triumphal 
entry  of  a  conqueror,  with  trophies  of  war,  and  captives  in  chains,  as  in 
the  days  of  antiquity,  but  an  exhibition  of  all  the  implements  of  the 
useful  arts,  in  which  the  trades  vied  with  the  merchants  and  scholars  in 
celebrating  the  victory  of  Hamilton  for  the  Constitution,  and  in  manifest- 
ing the  rapturous  attachment  of  an  intelligent  people  to  a  powerful  yet 
free  government,  which  should  preserve  peace  and  concord  among  the 
States,  and  promote  individual  happiness  and  national  glory  —  a  gov- 
ernment that  has  had  vitality  enough  within  itself  to  quell  one  of  the 
greatest  rebellions  in  the  civilized  world;  a  government  which,  in  its 
moment  of  direst  peril,  when  its  chief  head  had  been  struck  down  by 
an  assassin's  hand,  was  so  perfect  in  its  machinery  that  not  a  wheel 
was  clogged,  and  which,  proving  itself  sufficient  for  its  continually  ex- 
tending territory,  justly  commands  the  respect  of  every  nation  on  the 
globe.  Well  might  New  York  do  honor  to  Hamilton  by  these  peculiar 
festivities. 

The  city  was  pervaded  by  a  singular  stillness  as  the  novel  procession 
moved  along  its  chief  streets — watched  by  multitudes  even  to  the  house- 
tops —  no  sounds  being  heard  save  that  of  horses'  hoofs,  carriage- wheels, 
and  the  necessary  salutes  and  signals.  It  disappeared  beyond  the  trees 
and  over  the  hills  towards  Canal  Street  and  Broadway,  the  point  where 
the  Lutheran  Church  had  been  offered  a  plot  of  six  acres,  which  the  trus- 
tees decided  "inexpedient  to  accept  as  a  gift,  since  the  land  was  not 
worth  fencing  in."  The  line  was  over  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  and 
contained  more  than  five  thousand  persons.  A  great  banquet  had  been 
prepared  at  the  Bayartl  country-seat  near  Grand  Street,  beneath  a  rus- 
tic pavilion  temple;  and  the  ship  Hamilton  clewed  her  topsails,  and 
came  to  anchor  in  fine  style.  Tables  were  spread  for  six  thousand  per- 
sons, the  president  and  members  of  Congress,  and  other  distinguished 
personages,  occupying  one  in  the  centre  elevated  a  little  above  the 
others.  Above  their  heads  the  pavilion  terminated  in  a  dome  sur- 
mounted by  a  figure  of  Fame,  with  her  trumpet  proclaiming  a  new  era, 
and  holding  a  scroll,  emblematic  of  the  three  great  epochs  of  the  War, 
"Independence,  Alliance  with  France,  and  Peace."    The  colors  of  the 
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different  nations  who  had  fonned  treaties  with  the  United  States,  and 
escutcheons  inscribed  with  the  names  of  the  ten  States  which  had  rati- 
fied the  Constitution,  added  greatly  to  the  brilliancy  of  the  scene.  At 
four  o'clock  a  salute  of  thirteen  guns  gave  the  signal  for  return  to  the 
city.  The  march  occupied  somewhat  over  an  hour.  At  half  past  five 
the  ship  Hamilton  anchored  once  more  at  the  Bowling  Green,  amidst 
the  acclamations  of  thousands.  In  the  evening  there  was  a  display  of 
fireworks  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Baimian,  city  postmaster  and 
commander  of  artillery,  "  whose  constitutional  irascibility,"  writes  Pres- 
ident Duer,  "  was  exceedingly  provoked  by  the  moon,  which  shone  with 
pertinacious  brilliancy,  as  if  in  mockery  of  his  feebler  lights." 

On  the  following  Saturday,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  news 
reached  the  city  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  by  the  Convention 
at  Poughkeepsie  on  Thursday.  The  bells  pealed  one  long,  loud  cry  of 
joy,  and  from  the  fort  and  the  Federal  ship  Hamilton  the  discharge  of 
artillery  was  deafening.  Merchants  and  citizens,  headed  by  some  of  the 
first  characters,  went  to  the  houses  of  Hamilton,  Jay,  Livingston,  Duane, 
and  other  members  of  the  Convention,  and  testified  their  approval  by 
giving  three  cheei*s  before  each.  The  general  excitement  was  so  great 
that  many  of  the  anti-Federalists  also  drank  and  shouted  for  the  Consti- 
tution. 

The  immediate  result  was  a  cessation  of  rancorous  party  strife.  The 
doctrine  of  State  riglits  fell  into  disrepute.  All  eyes  were  turned  towanls 
the  consummation  of  union,  since  it  was  no  longer  to  \ye  defeated.  Tlie 
public  mind  wondered  at  its  own  obstinacy  as  the  prospect  brightened : 
and  the  general  satisfaction  was  increased  by  sjieculations  upon  what 
might  have  been  the  condition  of  the  country  as  thirteen  indej)endei»t 
sovereignties  eternally  counteracting  each  other.  Congress  puV)liely  au- 
nounced  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  on  the  13th  of  SNei)tt*m- 
'  ber,  and  appointed  the  fii^t  Wednesday  of  the  coming  Januarj'  for 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  choose  electors  for  a  chief  magistratt* 
under  its  provisions ;  tlie  fii^st  Wednesday  of  February  following  was 
the  day  fixed  for  the  electors  to  meet  and  make  choice  of  a  Pi-esident 
Wednesday,  the  fourth  day  of  March,  was  designated  for  tlie  meeting  <»f 
a  new  Congress  under  the  Constitution,  and  the  general  organization  nf 
the  new  government. 

New  York  City  was  hilarious  with  anticipation,  and  began  to  extend 
her  borders.  The  autumn  of  1788  was  emphatically  one  of  sunshine 
The  elements  favored  every  enterprise.  The  air  was  mild  and  Ixihiiy 
until  December,  the  breezes  blew  softly,  and  the  skies  seemed  to  have 
adopted  a  new  order  of  blue.     In  short,  the  city  breathed  a  fresh  atmos- 
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phere  of  promise,  and  every  project  prospered.  The  utmost  activity  pre- 
vailed. Houses  sprung  into  sudden  notice  along  the  country  roads  above 
Chambers  Street,  more  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rivers,  and 
numerous  costly  warehouses  arose  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town.  Indus- 
trious mechanics  and  tradesmen  were  finding  means  to  pix>cure  modest 
homes  of  their  own,  and  places  of  business  multiplied  in  rapid  ratio. 
All  the  trades  bristled  with  new  life.  An  electrical  current  seemed  to 
have  passed  through  every  department  of  business. 

Prominent  citizens  hastened  to  contribute  thirty-two  thousand  dollare 
for  the  enlargement  and  adornment  of  the  old  City  Hall,  preparatory  to  the 
novel  event  whicli  was  about  to  thrill  the  whole  civilized  world.  The  most 
intense  anxiety  was  manifested  by  all  classes  concerning  the  settlem'ent 
of  the  question  as  to  the  future  seat  of  the  national  government  But  it 
was  hoj)ed  that  liberality  on  the  part  of  New  York  would  determine  the 
issue  in  her  favor.  The  Federal  Hall,  wlien  completed,  presented  quite  a 
stately  appearance.  The  first  or  bjisement  story  was  in  the  Tuscan  style, 
with  seven  openings;  four  mjissive  pillai*s  in  the  centre  supported  heavy 
arches,  above  which  rose  four  Doric  columns ;  the  cornice  was  ingeniously 
divided  to  admit  thirteen  stai*s  in  the  metopes,  which,  with  the  eagle  and 
other  insignia  in  the  pediment,  and  the  sculptures  of  thirteen  anx)ws  sur- 
rounded by  olive  branches  over  each  window,  marked  it  as  a  building  set 
apart  for  national  purposes.  The  entrance  fronting  on  Broad  Street  was 
through  a  lofty  vestibule  paved  with  marble  and  elegantly  finished. 
The  Hall  of  Representatives  was  of  slightly  octangular  shape,  sixty -one 
by  fifty-eight  feet  in  dimension,  with  an  arched  ceiling  forty-six  feet  high 
in  the  centre.  It  had  two  galleries,  a  speakers  platform  admirably  ar- 
ranged, and  a  separate  chair  and  desk  for  each  member.  Its  windows 
were  large,  and  snnie  sixteen  feet  above  the  floor,  under  which  were  the 
quaintest  of  fireplaces. 

The  Senate  Chamber  was  a  smaller  apartment,  forty  by  thirty  feet  in 
extent  and  twenty  feet  high,  with  an  arched  ceiling  of  light  blue  —  a 
sun  and  thirteen  stars  in  the  centre.  It  was  finished  and  decorated  most 
artistically,  and  its  numen)us  fireplaces  were  of  highly  polished  varie- 
gated American  marble.  The  President's  chair,  under  a  rich  canopy  of 
crimson  damask,  was  elevated  three  feet  above  the  floor.  The  chairs 
of  the  senators  were  arranged  in  semicircles,  and  covered  with  the  same 
bright  material  as  the  canopy  and  curtains.  It  had  three  windows  open- 
ing upon  Wall  Street,  and  a  Imlcony  twelve  feet  deep,  guarded  by  an  iron 
railing,  where  the  President  was  to  take  the  oath  of  oflRce. 

One  of  the  finest  mansions  in  the  city  stood  on  the  corner  of  Cherry 
Street  and  Franklin  Square.     It  wad  built  by  Walter  Franklin,  who  had 
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in  lus  lifetiine  beeo  esteemed  one  ef  the  licheBt  fflerchantB  in  Kew  YvA, 
with,  it  is  said,  as  much  money  in  Bnssia  aa  in  America.  In  17^  liia 
widow,  a  lady  of  great  beatt^,  was  married  to  the  distiogoished  Sanmei 
Osgood,  iA  the  Tieasniy  Boaid,  who  became  the  owner  of  the  edifice,  ss 
also  of  the  property  in  its 
vicinity  where  the  "Bmrpa 
Brothers  subsequenUy  erocfc- 
ed  their  worid-renowned  pob- 
lishingestablishment  Hut 
dwelling  was  selected  aa  the 
official  reddenoe  of  the  IVea- 
ident,  Osgood  removing  ebe- 
where  that  it  might  be  bur- 
nished anew  for  its  diatin- 
guisbed  occupancy.* 

While  these  and  other  {Kep- 
eiations  were  beii^  poshed 
with  vigor,  Gonvemmir  Ifor- 
ris  sailed  for  Fiance,  arriving  in  Paris  early  in  February.  His  first  dinner 
was  with  Jefferson,  and  the  second  with  Lafayette.  He  was  re- 
ceived with  charmii^  cordiality  by  Idfayette's  family,  and  one  of 
his  little  daughters  sang  a  song  after  they  left  the  table  which  happened 
to  be  one  of  Morris's  own  composition.  But  the  republicanism  of  Lafay- 
ette and  the  revolutionary  projects  and  principles  which  were  lighting  up 
the  whole  French  horizon  were,  in  the  view  of  Morrb,  greatly  to  be  deplored. 
A  sense  of  equality  was  maddening  the  French  mind,  and  it  struck  Morris 
as  irrational.  Every  man  was  givii^  advice  to  every  other  man ;  and 
each  one  in  tiie  high-colored  pride  of  freedom  thought  it  a  great  pity  that 

Simuel  Osgood  (bom  «t  Andover,  HasuchnMtts,  Febnuu?  It,  1748,  died  in  Nnr  York, 
August  IS,  1S13)  wBi  gnduated  from  Cambridge  with  the  highest  honon  in  176S  ;  he  lEiiditd 
theolog;,  but,  losing  his  health,  beoune  an  importing  merchant.  In  1771,  in  view  of  thr 
diatorbed  relationa  vith  Great  Briton,  he  abandonnl  buuDeu,  and  waa  immediately  aent  tB 
the  E«BX  County  Convention,  and  thenje  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congras  of  Miawrhn- 
aetta.  He  took  pHrt  in  the  battle  of  Lexington,  but  was  shortly  elected  to  the  Slate  Legisla- 
ture, and  left  the  army,  thinking  he  could  serve  the  country  best  in  ■  civil  cspacit;.  Froa 
1780  to  1784  he  was  ■  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  from  1785  to  178»,  fintf  on- 
tnissioner  of  the  United  States  Treasury  ;  the  bonds  required  for  this  last  olEee  wen  aa  haatr 
that  he  was  about  to  decline  the  sppointment  rather  than  ask  his  friends  to  beconw  aentritj, 
but  the  Legislature  of  Massachaaetts  came  forward  in  a  body  and  became  his  bondmnan,  aa 
honor  never  accorded  to  any  other  privnte  iuiiiviJiial.  With  the  organintion  of  the  Be" 
government,  he  was  made  the  Hrst  Postninster'Generat  of  the  United  States.  He  mbaeqaiatly 
held  several  positions  of  great  tni!>t  in  New  York,  where  he  resided  until  faia  death.  H* 
was  distinguished  for  integrity,  piety,  and  public  spirit,  and  for  scientific  and  literary  attaia- 
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he  was  not  the  king.  He  was  at  least  equal  to  a  king  in  his  own  estima- 
tion. And  the  more  ignorant  the  man  the  greater  his  assumption  of 
equality.  "  The  literary  people  here,  observing  the  abuses  of  their  mo- 
narchical form,"  writes  Morris,  "  imagine  that  everything  must  go  better 
in  proportion  as  it  recedes  from  the  present  establishment,  and  in  their 
closets  they  make  men  exactly  suited  to  their  systems ;  but  unluckily 
they  are  such  men  as  exist  nowhere  else,  and  least  of  all  in  France." 

Notwjithstanding  the  contrariety  of  opinion  concerning  the  new  Con- 
stitution, there  was  but  one  mind  in  the  choice  of  a  President  The  Ameri- 
can  heart  turned  as  naturally  to  Washington  as  the  morning-glory  of  the 
garden  to  the  rising  sun.  It  is  an  isolated  instance  in  the  histpiy 
of  nations  for  one  man  to  so  possess  the  confidence  and  affection 
of  a  great  people  as  to  command  every  voice  and  vote  in  his  favor,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  nominating  convention,  or  any  electioneering  process 
whatever.  But  it  was  thus  with  the  first  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

The  election  of  the  first  Federal  Congress  under  the  Constitution  was 
one  of  the  most  orderly  elections  the  country  had  ever  witnessed.  The 
presidential  electors  met  upon  the  day  appointed  and  gave  in  their  ballots. 
The  results  were  immediately  known,  and  preparations  made  accordingly, 
although  no  action  could  be  given  the  new  political  machinery  until 
Congress  should  assemble  The  4th  of  March  was  the  time  ap- 
pointed. The  City  of  New  York  was  awakened  at  early  dawn 
of  that  particular  morning  by  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the  ringing  of  bells. 
But  eight  senators  and  thirteen  representatives  appeared  —  not  enough 
for  a  quorum  in  either  house  —  which  was  owing  partly  to  the  severity 
of  the  weather  and  muddy  roads.  Stages  were  as  yet  few,  and  in  out-of- 
the-way  districts  they  had  no  fixed  days  for  leaving  specific  points ;  and 

menti,  wrote  aerenl  Tolnmes  on  religions  snbjects,  and  was  the  anthor  of  a  work  on  chronol- 
ogy. He  was  the  son  of  Peter  Osgood,  descended  from  John  Osgood  of  Wherwell,  EngUmd, 
who  sailed  for  Boston  in  16SS.  He  married  Martha  Brandon,  in  1775,  who  died  childless  in 
177S.  Eight  years  afterward  he  married  Maria  Bowne,  the  widow  of  Walter  Franklin,  whose 
father  was  Daniel  Bowne,  and  whose  mother  was  the  sister  of  Governor  Winthrop  of  Masm- 
chuaetts.  She  had  three  daughters  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Osgood,  Maria  Frank- 
lin, first  wife  of  De  Witt  Clinton ;  Sarah  Franklin,  who  became  Mra.  John  Lake  Norton  ; 
and  Hannah  Franklin,  who  married  George,  the  brother  of  De  Witt  Clinton.  The  children 
of  Samuel  and  Maria  Bowne  Osgood  were  :  Martha  Brandon  Osgood,  second  wife  of  the  French 
Minister,  Citizen  Edmond  Charles  Genet,  and  mother  of  Mr.  Geoige  C.  Genet,  of  New  York 
(the  first  wife  of  Genet  was  Cornelia  Tappan  Clinton,  the  second  daughter  of  Governor  Geoige 
Clinton) ;  Julia,  who  married  her  cousin,  Samuel  Osgood  ;  and  Susan  Maria,  who  married  Mooes 
Field  of  New  York — great-grandson  of  Benjamin  Field  and  Hannah  Bowne,  daughter 
of  John  Bowne,  the  first  of  the  Bownes  in  this  country  —  and  was  the  mother  of  Judge 
Minnsfll  B.  Field,  assistant  secretar}*  of  the  Treasury  under  ChiM. 
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they  not  infrequently  tarried  on  the  route  for  storms  to  pass,  or  to  repair 
breakages.  March  was  the  worst  month  of  the  year  for  traveling,  all 
comfortable  facilities  were  wanting,  and  the  roads  in  many  places,  as  well 
as  the  fords  of  the  rivers,  were  rendered  impassable  by  floods. 

"  We  crossed  the  Earitan,  at  New  Brunswick,  in  a  scow,  open  at  both 
ends  to  receive  and  discharge  the  carriage,  without  unharnessing  or  dis- 
mounting," wrote  a  traveler  of  the  time,  **  and  the  scow  was  pulled  across 
the  river  by  a  rope.  We  passed  the  Delaware  in  another  scow,  which 
was  navigated  only  by  setting  poles."  De  Warville  described  a  journey 
from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  made  in  "  a  kind  of  open  wagon,  hung 
with  double  curtains  of  leather  and  woolen  cloth  —  carriages,"  said  he, 
"  which  keep  up  the  idea  of  equality,  the  member  of  Congress  riding  beside 
the  shoemaker  who  elected  him,  in  fraternity."  Between  New  York  and 
Boston  stages  were  constructed  usually  without  springs.  **  By  the  time 
we  had  run  thirty  miles  among  the  rocks,"  wrote  De  Warville,  "we  were 
convinced  tliat  a  carriage  with  springs  would  very  soon  have  been  overset 
and  broken."  The  mails  were  conveyed  to  and  from  New  York,  Boston, 
Albany,  and  Philadelphia  three  times  a  week  in  summer  and  twice  a 
week  in  winter.  But  the  reader  will  readily  perceive  that  communication 
between  distant  portions  of  the  country  was  liable  to-  serious  delaya 

The  first  business  after  the  organization-  of  Congress,  on  the  6th  of 
April,  was  to  open  and  count  the  votes  for  President.     Washinjr- 

April  ^., 

ton  received  every  one.  The  majority  of  the  votes  for  vice-I^si- 
clent  elected  John  Adams,  who  had  returned  from  his  mission  to  Eu<;land 
in  1788.  The  same  day  Secretary  Thompson  was  aj)poiuted  to  convey 
official  information  to  Washington,  and  the  next  morning  left  New  York 
on  horseback  for  Vir^rinia ;  about  the  same  hour  a  messenger  startetl  for 
Boston,  to  communicate  the  intelligence  to  John  Adams. 

A  i)uzzling  question  immediately  arose.  How  should  the  President  he 
addressed  in  his  official  capacity  ?  The  first  title  suggested  was  "  Ex- 
cellency." This  did  not  meet  general  approval.  "Koger  Sherman  has 
set  his  head  at  work  to  devise  some  style  of  address  more  novel  and 
dignified,"  wrote  John  Armstrong  on  the  7th.  "His  Highness  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  Protector  of  their  Liberties"  wa.-^ 
proposed;  also,  "  His  Serene  Highness,"  and  "High  Mightiness.*'  After 
mature  consideration  it  was  decided  to  reject  all  titles  whatever  and 
adopt  the  simple  name  of  "  President  of  the  United  States." 

Thompson  arrived  at  Mount  Vernon  on  the  14th,  and  on  the  momini: 

of  the    16th  Washin^rton    staited   for   the  seat   of    government 

He   wrote   to    Knox    that  his  "feelings  were  not   unlike  those 

of  a  culprit  going  to  the  place  pf  execution  " ;  and  in  his  diary  recorded 
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his  "mind  oppressed  with  more  anxious  and  painful  sensations  than 
he  had  words  to  express."  His  journey,  however,  was  like  one  con- 
tinued triumphal  procession.  Cities,  towns,  and  villages  vied  with 
each  other  in  doing  him  honor.  People  gathered  by  the  roadside  and 
shouted  as  he  rode  by.  Soldiers  were  paraded,  triumphal  arches  were 
erected,  and  flowers  were  strewn  along  his  pathway.  At  Gray's  Ferry, 
over  the  Schuylkill,  he  was  escorted  through  long  avenues  of  laurels 
transplanted  from  the  forests,  bridged  with  arches  of  laurel  branches, 
and  as  he  passed  under  the  last  arch,  a  youth  concealed  in  the  foli- 
age dropped  upon  his  head  a  beautiful  civic  crown  of  laurel,  at  which 
tumultuous  shouts  arose  from  the  immense  multitude.  At  Trenton  a 
magnificent  triumphal  arch,  supported  by  thirteen  pillars,  had  been 
erected  by  the  ladies,  and  as  the  hero  passed  under  it  on  his  white 
charger,  thirteen  lovely  maidens  carrying  baskets  scattered  flowers  plen- 
tifully before  him,  singing  at  the  same  time  an  ode  composed  for  the 
occasion.  At  Elizabethtown  Point  he  was  received  by  a  committee 
from  Congress,  of  which  Elias  Boudinot  was  chairman,  and  by  Chan- 
cellor Livingston,  Secretary  Jay,  Secretary  Knox,  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  New  York,  and  other  dignitaries. 

An  elegant  barge  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  him  to  the 
city  was  in  waiting,  manned  by  thirteen  masters  of  vessels  in  white 
uniforms,  commanded  by  Commodore  Nicholson,  in  which  he  embarked, 
and  as  it  moved  from  the  shore  other  barges  fancifully  decorated  fell  into 
line.  The  glittering  procession  glided  through  the  narrow  strait  between 
New  Jersey  and  Staten  Island,  when,  as  if  by  magic,  dozens  of  boats  gay 
with  flags  and  streamers  dropped  into  its  wake.  All  the  vessels  and  sloops 
in  the  bay  were  clad  in  holiday  attire,  and  each  saluted  Washington  as 
he  passed.  The  Spanish  man-of-war,  Galveston,  displayed  every  flag  and 
signal  known  among  nations,  as  the  presidential  barge  came  abreast  of  her. 
Upon  a  sloop  under  full  sail  were  some  twenty-five  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
singing  an  ode  of  welcome  written  for  the  occasion  to  the  tune  of  "  Grod 
save  the  King."  Another  small  vessel  came  up,  distributing  sheets  of  a 
second  ode,  which  a  dozen  fine  voices  were  engaged  in  singing.  Bands  of 
music  on  boats  upon  all  sides,  perpetual  huzzas,  and  the  roar  of  artillery, 
filled  the  air,  while  over  the  whole  exhilarating  scene  the  sunshine  fell 
from  cloudless  heavens. 

The  ferry  stairs  at  Murray's  Wharf  were  carpeted,  and  the  rails  hung 
with  crimson.  Governor  Clinton  received  the  President  as  he  landed 
upon  the  shore  which  had  been  recovered  from  a  powerful  enemy  through 
his  own  valor  and  good  conduct,  at  which  moment  popular  enthusiasm 
was  at  its  climax.     The  streets  were  lined  with  inhabitants  as  thick  as 
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they  conld  stand,  and  the  wildest  and  most  prolonged  cheers  rent  the  air. 
Military  companies  were  in  waiting  to  conduct  Washington  to  the  man- 
sion prepared  for  his  reception,  but  it  was  with  difficulty  that  a  passage 
could  be  pressed  through  the  joyous  throng.  Colonel  Moigan  Lewis, 
aided  by  Majors  Morton  and  Van  Home,  led  the  way,  and  the  vaiioos 
regiments  were  followed  by  the  officers  of  the  militia,  two  and  two,  the 
committee  of  Congress,  the  President  elect  ¥ath  Governor  Clinton, 
the  President's  suite,  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  cleigy,  the  foreign  ministers,  .and  an  immense  concourse  of  citizens. 

Every  house  on  the  route  was  decorated  with  flags  and  silken  banners, 
garlands  of  flowers  and  evergroens.  Every  window,  to  the  highest  stoiy, 
was  filled  with  fair  women  and  brave  men.  Every  inanimate  object 
seemed  alive  with  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  and  hats.  From  the 
skies,  apparently,  fell  flowers  like  snow-flakes  in  a  storm.  And  in  eveiy 
possible  form  of  imique  device  and  ingenious  ornamentation  the  name  of 
Washington  was  suspended  from  roof  to  roof,  and  upon  fanciful  arches 
coiistructed  for  the  occasion.  The  multitude  shouted  until  hoarse,  and 
the  bells  and  the  guns  caught  up  the  echoes,  and  with  ceaseless  clamor 
and  deafening  din  proclaimed  the  universal  gladness. 

Upon  reaching  his  destination  Washington  was  immediately  waited 
upon  and  congratulated  by  the  foreign  ministers,  and  by  political  charac- 
ters, military  celebrities,  public  bodies,  and  private  citizens  of  distinction. 
He  then  dined  with  Governor  Clinton  at  the  gubernatorial  residence  in 
Pearl  Steet.     In  the  evening  the  entire  city  was  brilliantly  illuminated 

John  Adams  had  arrived  in  New  York  two  days  before,  and  taken  the 
oath  without  parade  and  his  place  as  president  of  the  Senate.  In  his 
opening  speech  he  said  it  would  be  impossible  to  increase  the  confidence 
of  the  country  in  Washington,  or  add  in  the  smallest  way  to  his  glory ; 
he  asked :  "  Where,  in  looking  over  the  catalogues  of  the  first  magistrates 
of  nations,  whether  called  presidents,  consuls,  kings,  or  princes,  shall  we 
find  one  whose  commanding  talents  and  virtues  and  overruling  good- 
fortune  have  so  completely  united  all  hearts  and  voices  in  his  favor  — 
engaging  the  esteem  and  admiration  of  foreign  nations  and  fellow -citizens 
witli  equal  unanimity  ?  .  .  .  .  Providence  has  indeed  marked  out  the 
head  of  this  nation  with  a  hand  so  distinctly  visible  as  to  have  been 
seen  by  all  men  and  mistaken  by  none." 

Eichmond  Hill  House  became  the  residence  of  the  Vice-President 
Mrs.  Adams  was  charmed  with  the  loveliness  of  the  situation,  and  her 
vivid  pen-touches  invest  our  authentic  illustration  of  the  mansion  upon  a 
former  page  with  fresh  interest.  "In  natural  beauty,"  she  writes,  "it 
might  vie  with  the  most  delicious  spot  I  ever  saw.     It  is  a  mile  and  a 
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half  distant  from  the  city  of  New  York.  The  house  stands  upon  an 
eminence;  at  an  agreeable  distance  flows  the  noble  Hudson,  bearing 
upon  its  bosom  innumerable  small  vessels  laden  with  the  fruitful  produc- 
tions of  the  adjacent  country.  Upon  my  right  hand  are  fields  beautifully 
variegated  with  grass  and  grain,  to  a  great  extent,  like  the  valley  of 
Honiton  in  Devonshire.  Upon  my  left  the  city  opens  to  view,  inter- 
cepted here  and  there  by  a  rising  ground  and  an  ancient  oak.  In  front, 
beyond  the  Hudson,  the  Jersey  shores  present  the  exuberance  of  a  rich, 
well-cultivated  soil  In  the  background  is  a  large  flower-garden,  enclosed 
with  a  hedge  and  some  very  handsome  trees.  Venerable  oaks  and  broken 
ground  covered  with  wild  shrubs  surroimd  me,  giving  a  natural  beauty  to 
the  spot  which  is  truly  enchanting.  A  lovely  variety  of  birds  serenade 
me  morning  and  evening,  rejoicing  in  their  liberty  and  security.'* 

This  rural  picture  of  a  point  near  where  Charlton  now  crosses  Varick 
Street  naturally  strikes  the  prosaic  mind  familiar  with  the  locality  at  the 
present  day  as  a  trick  of  the  imagination.  But  truth  is  stranger,  and  not 
infrequently  more  interesting,  than  fictioa 

The  six  never-to-be-foigotten  days  between  Washington's  arrival  and 
his  inauguration  were  devoted  to  the  perfection  of  preparations  for  the 
imposing  ceremonial.  The  city  opened  its  hospitable  doors  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  guests  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  The  crush  was  bewil- 
dering. Every  public  house  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  the 
private  mansions  overflowed.  "  We  shall  remain  here  if  we  have  to  sleep 
in  tents,  as  many  will  have  to  do,"  wrote  Miss  Bertha  IngersoU.  '*  While 
we  are  waiting  at  Mrs.  Vandervoort's,  in  Maiden  Lane,  till  after  dinner, 
two  of  our  beaux  are  running  about  town,  determined  to  obtain  the  best 
places  for  us  to  stay  at  which  can  be  opened  for  love,  money,  or  the  most 
persuasive  speeches."  New  York  had  never  before  housed  and  sheltered 
a  gathering  of  such  magnitude.  Everybody  struggled  for  a  glimpse  of 
Washington.  The  aged  declared  their  readiness  to  die  if  they  could  once 
behold  his  face.  The  young  described  him  as  looking  more  grand  and 
noble  than  any  human  being  they  had  ever  seea 

A  national  salute  ushered  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  April  The 
day  had  arrived  for  the  final  step  in  the  creation  of  a  national 
government  All  business  was  suspended.  The  streets  were 
filled  with  men  and  women  in  holiday  attire,  while  constant  arrivals 
from  the  adjoining  country  by  the  common  roads  and  ferry-boats,  and 
by  packets  which  had  been  all  night  on  the  Sound  or  coming  down  the 
Hudson,  swelled  the  eager  throng.  At  nine  o'clock  the  bells  pealed 
merrily  from  every  steeple  in  the  city,  then  paused;  and  presently  in 
slow  measured  tones  summoned  the  people  to  the  churches  "*  to  implore 
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the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  the  nation  and  its  chosen  President  —  so 
universal  was  a  religious  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  occasion."  ^ 

At  the  close  of  these  solemn  services  the  military  began  to  march  from 
their  respective  quarters  with  unfurled  banners  and  inspiring  music.  At 
noon  they  formed  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Colonel  Moi^gan  Lewis, 
in  Cherry  Street,  opposite  the  Presidential  mansion.  From  the  Senate. 
Ralph  Izard,  Tristam  Dalton,  and  Bichard  Henry  Lee,  and  &om  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Egbert  Benson,  Charles  Carroll,  and  Fisher  Ames  ha<l 
been  chosen  a  joint  committee  of  arrangements.  The  procession  mo\'e<l 
in  the  following  order:  the  various  regiments,  the  sheriff  of  the  city 
and  county  of  New  York,  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  the  President 
elect,  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  Chancellor  Bobeit 
R  Livingston,  Secretary  John  Jay,  Secretary  Henry  Knox,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury,  and  distinguished  citizens.  They  marched  thioii^ 
Pearl  Street  and  Broad  to  Wall  Sti-eet ;  when  in  front  of  Federal  Hall 
the  troops  formed  in  line  upon  each  side  of  the  way,  through  which 
Washington,  having  alighted  from  his  chariot,  walked  in  the  midst  of 
his  illustrious  attendants  to  the  building,  and  ascended  to  the  Senate 
Chamber,  where  Congiess  had  just  assembled ;  he  was  received  at  the 
"door  by  the  Vice-President,  and  conducted  to  the  chair  of  State.  Aftor 
formally  introducing  Washington  to  the  august  body,  Adams  addresMd 
him  with  stately  ceremony :  — 

"  Sir,  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uniteil  States 
are  ready  to  atteud  you  to  take  the  oath  required  by  the  Constitution, 
which  will  be  administered  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  State  of  New 
York." 

"  I  am  ready  to  proceed,"  was  the  grave  reply. 

The  Vice-President  then  conducted  Washington  to  the  balcony,  at- 
compauied  by  tlie  senators,  and  other  gentlemen  of  distinction.  Rn»ad 
Street  and  Wall  Street,  each  way,  were  filled  with  a  sea  of  uplurnetl  faces 
—  the  windows  and  house-tops  crowded  with  gayly  dressed  ladie.^  —  an«l 
a  silence  reigned  as  profound  as  if  eveiy  living  form  which  composted  the 
vast  assemblage  was  a  statue  carved  in  stone.  Washington's  tine  tigun' 
appeared  in  tlie  centre  of  the  group  of  statesmen  between  the  two  pillars, 

^  The  clerjjynu'ii  of  the  city  in  1789  wore  Rev.  Dr.  John  Rodgers  of  the  lVt.'shyteriAn 
Churcli,  Rev.  Dr.  Jolin  Mason  of  the  Scotch  Prebbyterian,  Bishop  Provost,  Rev.  Benjamin 
Mooiv  (afterwards  Bisliop),  and  Rev.  Abraham  B«'ach  of  the  Episcoi«il,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Henry 
Livingston  and  Rev.  Dr.  William  Linn  of  the  Dutch  Reformed,  Rev.  Dr.  John  <  hiistophrr 
Kunze  (Professor  of  Oriental  Lmgntiges  in  Columbia  (^ollege)  of  the  Luthemn.  Rev.  Dr. 
John  Daniel  Clross  (IVofeswr  of  the  Oennan  Language  and  of  Moral  Philasophy  in  Culumbia 
College)  of  the  German,  Rev.  Mr.  Morrill  and  Rev.  Mr.  Cloud  of  the  Mftlic^list,  Kt-v. 
Benjamin  Foster  of  the  Baptist,  and  Rev.  Gershom  Siexas  of  the  Jewish  Synagogue. 
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his  head  uncovered,  and  hia  powdered  locks  gatliered  and  tied  m  the  pre- 
vailiuj^  fuatiion  of  tUat  dny.  Opposite  Waahin^n  stood  the  Chancellor 
in  his  robes,  ready  to  administer  the  oath  of  office,  and  between  them  the 
Secretary  of  the  innate  held  an  open  Bible  upon  a  rich  crimson  cushion, 
upon  which  Washington  rested  his  hand. 

The  Chancellor  pronounced  slowly  and  distinctly  the  words  of  the  oath. 
The  Bible  was  raised,  and  as  the  President  Iniwed  to  kiss  the  aacred 
volume,  he  said  audibly,  "  I  swear,"  adding  with  fervor,  his  eyes  closed, 
that  his  whole  soul  mi^h^  be  a'jsorbed  in  the  sunplication,  "so  help  me 
Clod." 


WMkinghm  taking  Uw  Oith. 


"  It  i»  done, "said  the  Chancellor;  then,  turning  to  the  multitude,  he 
waved  his  hand,  crying  in  a  loud  voice,  — 

"  Lonjj  live  George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States ! " 

Silence  was  at  an  end.  A  flag  was  instantly  displayed  on  the  cupola 
of  Federal  Hall,  and  all  the  hells  in  the  city  rang  one  triumphant  peal. 
Shouts  and  acclamations  burst  from  the  waiting  thousands,  and  repeated 
i^in  and  again,  echoed  and  re-echoed,  and  were  answei'ed  by  cannon 
from  every  direction  upon  both  land  and  water,  until  it  seemed  as  if  the 
city  would  l»e  jarred  from  its  very  foundations. 

And  even  now,  at  the  end  of  nearly  a  century,  who  among  us  can  be 
brought  into  a  dose  review  of  the  sublime  incidents  of  this  creative  epoch 
in  the  history  of  nations  without  a  draught  from  the  same  ecstatic  foun- 
tain of  emotion.     With  the  act  which  completed  the  or^nizatjon  of  the. 
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govemment  of  the  Union  —  the  impramve  oaih,  sotemnly  adnunistered 
ati,d  reverently  uttered — the  life-current  lea|)ed  into  a  perpetual  flow,  and 
our  national  greatness  was  secured 

Washington  bowed  to  the  assemblage,  and  retained  to  the  Senate 
Chamber,  where,  after  the  members  of  Congress  and  other  dignitaries  hud 
tfkken  their  seats,  he  arose  and  delivered  a  short  inanguial  addiesa  He 
then  proceeded  to  St  Paul's  Chapel  in  Broadway,  attended  hf  Yioe- 
President  Adams,  Chancellor  Livingston,  Secretaxy  Jay,  Secietaiy  Knox, 
Commissioners  Osgood  and  Walter  Livingston,  the  members  of  Copgiess^ 
and  many  other  distinguished  characters,  where  prayers  were  read  bjr 
Bishop  Provost,  who  had  been  chosen  one  of  the  chaplains  of  Coiigiesa 
These  services  concluded,  the  President  was  escorted  to  his  own  lesi- 
dence. 

In  the  evening  the  city  was  iUuminated  with  unpanDeled  sfleiidoiL 
Every  public  buildin||[  was  in  a  blaze  of  Hght*  The  fimit  of  the  littfe 
theatre  in  John  Street  was  filled  with  tcansparausiei^  one  of  which 
represented  Fame  like  an  angel  descending  fkom  heaven  to  crown  Wash- 
ington with  the  emUems  of  immortality.  At  the  Bowlii^  Oieen  was 
an  enormous  transparency,  with  Washington's  portiait  in  the  centre 
under  a  figure  of  Fortitude,  and  the  two  branches  of  the  new  govemment 
upon  his  right  and  left  under  the  forms  of  Justice  and  Wisdom.  All  the 
private  residences  of  the  city  were  brilliantly  lighted,  but  none  more 
effectively  than  those  of  the  French  and  Spanish  ministers,  who  seemed 
to  have  exercised  a  generous  rivalry  in  their  preparations.  They  both 
lived  on  Broadway,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bowling  Green.  The  doors 
and  windows  of  De  Moustier's  mansion  were  bordered  with  lamps,  which 
shone  upon  numerous  paintings  suggestive  of  the  past,  the  present,  and 
the  future  of  American  history,  from  the  pencil  of  Madame  de  Brehan, 
the  sister  of  the  Minister.  Don  Gardoqui's  decomtions  were  even  more 
elaborate ;  the  principal  transparency  in  front  of  his  residence  contained 
figures  of  the  Graces  artistically  executed  amid  a  pleasing  variety  of 
emblems ;  and  in  the  windows  were  moving  pictures  so  skillfully  devised 
as  to  present  the  illusion  of  a  living  panorama  in  a  little  spot  of  fjEury- 
land.  One  of  the  vessels  at  anchor  off  the  Battery  resembled  a  pyramid 
of  stars.  The  display  of  fireworks,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Bau- 
man,  was  the  finest  New  York  had  ever  seen.  Washington  drove  to  the 
residence  of  Chancellor  Livingston,  on  Broadway,  from  whose  windows  he 
obtained  a  full  view  of  the  imposing  spectacle. 

The  days  immediately  following  were  chiefly  occupied  by  the  President 
in  acquainting  himself  with  the  details  of  domestic  and  foreign  affidrs. 
In  his  desire  to  master  the  whole  subject  of  our  relations  with  other 


FORMS  AND  CEREMONIES.  339 

nations,  he  applied  himself  with  energy  to  the  task  of  reading  all  the 
correspondence  that  had  accumulated  in  Ihe  office  of  the  Secretary  since 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  also  produced  with  his  own  hand  abstracts  of 
the  reports  which  were  made  by  the  Secretaries  Jay  and  Knox,  and  the 
Treasury  commissioners,  that  he  might  better  impress  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  different  departments  upon  his.  memory.  He  employed 
Samuel  Fraunces,  proprietor  of  the  famous  Fraunces'  Tavern,  steward  of 
his  household.  David  Humphreys,  the  soldier,  diplomatist,  and  poet, 
rendered  essential  service  in  the  matter  of  admitting  callers,  instinctively 
understanding  who  were  best  entitled  to  an  audience,  and  in  what  manner 
to  dismiss  others  ¥athout  giving  offense.  But  the  door  was  besi^ed 
from  morning  till  night,  and  it  was  evident  that  some  system  must  be 
established  for  the  reception  of  visitors,  in  order  that  the  President  might 
have  time  for  the  performance  of  public  duties.  It  was  an  affair  of  great 
delicacy.  Popular  theories  must  not  be  rudely  jarred.  Republicanism 
was  a  novelty,  and  it  was  fondly  expected  that  the  chief  magistrate  of 
the  people  would  be  accessible  to  every  citizen.  Washington  was  in 
favor  of  receiving  every  visitor  on  proper  occasions  and  for  reasonable 
purposes.  But  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing the  dignity  of  his  office  with  forms  that  would  command  deference 
and  respect ;  and  he  hoped  to  draw  a  well-balanced  line  between  too  much 
ceremony  on  the  one  hand  and  an  excess  of  familiarity  on  the  other. 

He  took  counsel  of  the  renowned  group  of  statesmen  by  whom  he  was 
surrounded  and  sustained.  Opinions  upon  this  subject,  as  upon  all  others, 
were  at  variance.  Vice-President  Adams,  like  Lord  Bellomont  nearly  a 
hundred  years  before,  had  seen  power  so  constantly  associated  with  pomp 
in  foreign  lands,  that  he  found  it  difficult  to  believe  that  the  substance 
would  exist  unless  *'  human  minds  collected  into  nations  "  were  dazzled 
by  the  trappings.  He  talked  of  chamberlains  and  masters  of  ceremony. 
Secretar}'  Jay  better  understood  the  American  disposition,  and  calmly 
advocated  an  orderly  uniform  system  which  should  not  overstep  the  limits 
of  republican  simplicity.  Hamilton  was  in  favor  of  maintaining  the 
dignity  of  the  office,  but  pertinently  suggested  caution^  lest  too  high  a 
tone  shock  the  prevalent  notions  of  equality.  A  line  of  conduct  which,  it 
was  hoped,  would  combine  public  advantage  with  private  convenience  was 
finally  adopted.  The  President  appointed  Tuesday  afternoon,  from  three 
o'clock  until  four,  for  the  reception  of  visits  of  courtesy.  No  invitations 
were  extended,  but  he  was  prepared  to  see  whoever  came.  Visitors  were 
shown  into  the  room  by  a  servant,  and  retired  at  their  option  without 
ceremony.  "  At  their  first  entrance  they  salute  me,  and  I  them,  and  as 
many  as  I  can,  I  talk  to,"  wrote  Washington.    "  Grentlemen,  often  in 
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great  numbers,  come  and  go ;  chat  with  each  other,  and  act  as  they  please. 
What '  pomp  *  there  is  in  all  this  I  am  unable  to  discover.**  Foreign  am- 
bassadoi'S  and  official  characters  were  received  on  other  days  of  the  week. 
And  the  President  was  always  accessible  to  persons  who  wished  to  see  him 
on  business.  On  Sundays  the  President  attended  St.  Paul's  Chapel  in  tiie 
morning  and  spent  the  afternoon  and  evening  at  home,  never  receiving 
company,  however,  unless  some  intimate  or  family  friend. 

The  Constitution  left  all  the  details  of  administration  to  the  action  of 
Congress,  which  moved  slowly  in  the  matter  of  astablishing  the  thiee 
departments  of  State,  the  Treasury,  and  that  of  War -^  to  which  last  was 
added  whatever  might  appertain  to  the  naval  concerns  of  the  United 
States.  Troublesome  questions  arose  and  were  argued  with  spirit  The 
President,  for  instance,  was  empowered  to  appoint  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, but  the  Constitution  was  silent  as  to  where  the  power  of  removal 
was  lodged.  Equally  eminent  men  stood  opposed  in  the  discussion.  It 
was  decided  in  favor  of  the  President.  But  that  it  should  not  be  deemed 
a  grant  of  power  by  Congress,  the  bill  was  so  worded  as  to  imply  a  con- 
stitutional power  already  existing  in  the  President,  thus,  "  Whenever  the 
Seretary  shall  be  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,"  etc. ; 
and  it  is  still  a  matter  open  to  dispute  whether  our  First  Congress  de- 
cided wisely  and  well. 

At  the  President's  request  John  Jay  officiated  as  Secretary  of  State 
imtil  the  following  spring.  In  forming  bis  cabinet,  Washington  askcnl 
Jay's  acceptance  of  any  place  he  might  prefer.  But  with  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  National  Judiciary  it  seemed  eminently  fitting  that  Jay  should 
become  the  first  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States.  He  had  been  the  first 
Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  that  most  critical  of  all  perio<ls, 
when  the  armies  of  his  late  sovereign  were  spreading  terror  and  desola- 
tion around  him.  His  liabits  of  mind,  calm  serenity,  and  great  legal 
acumen  were  peculiarly  adapted  to  that  branch  of  the  government  tenueil 
by  Washington  "  tlie  keystone  of  our  political  fabric,"  through  which 
the  laws  of  the  land  were  to  be  faithfully  and  firmly  administered* 
and  Jay  was  disposed  to  exert  his  talents  for  the  common  go(xi.  Thus  he 
received  the  appointment,  in  September,  although  the  Supreme  Court  was 
not  fully  organized  until  the  following  April ;  and  he  will  ever  remain  to 
the  nation  and  the  world  an  example  of  personal  and  judicial  purity. 
The  words  of  one  of  the  great  masters  of  out  language  have  passed  into 
history  —  "When  the  ermine  of  the  judicial  robe  fell  on  John  Jay  it 
touched  nothing  less  spotless  than  itself." 

Oliver  Ellsworth  was  chairman  of  the  committee  who  prepared  the  bill 
'•s;  the  Supreme  Court,  and  circuit  and  district  courts,  an  oi^gaui^ 
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zation  which  has  remained  substantially  the  same  to  the  present  time. 
It  was  to  hold  two  sessions  annually  at  the  seat  of  government.  Five 
associate  justices  w^ere  appointed  —  William  Gushing,  the  first  chief 
justice  of  Massachusetts  as  a  State ;  James  Wilson,  one  of  the  Conven- 
tion which  framed  the  Constitution ;  Robert  H.  Harrison,  chief  justice  of 
Maryland ;  John  Blair,  of  Vii^ginia,  also  one  of  the  famous  Convention ; 
and  John  fiutledge,  the  bmve-spirited  South  Carolina  statesman  whom 
Patrick  Henry  pronounced  the  greatest  orator  in  the  First  Continental 
Congress,  Harrison  declined,  and  James  Iredell  of  Noith  Carolina,  was 
appointed  in  his  stead.  These  gentlemen  procured  homes  and  brought 
their  families  to  reside  at  the  capital 

Thomas  Jefferson,  who  had  obtained  permission  to  return  from  France, 
was  made  Secretary  of  State.  Hamilton  was  placed  at  the  Iiead  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  Knox  was  continued  in  the  War  office.  Governor 
Edmund  Bandolph,  of  Virginia,  was  chosen  Attorney-General  And 
Samuel  Osgood,  of  New  York,  received  the  appointment  of  Postmtister- 
OeneraL 

The  President  dined  with  Chancellor  Livingston,  with  Secretary  and 
Mrs.  Jay,  with  Governor  Clinton,  and  with  Hamilton  at  his  pleasant 
home  in  Wall  Street,  during  the  week  following  the  inauguration.  On 
the  7th  of  May  a  public  ball  was  given  in  his  honor.  A  writer  of 
the  day  says,  "  The  collection  of  ladies  was  nunienius  and  brilliant, 
and  dressed  with  consummate  taste  and  elegance."  Mrs.  Washington  had 
not  yet  reached  the  city,  but  Mrs.  Jay  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  were  among 
those  present;  also  Lady  Stirling  and  her  two  daughters,  Laily  Mary 
Watts  and  Lady  Kitty  Duer ;  Mrs.  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Lord 
Stirling's  sister ;  Mrs.  Clinton,  Mrs.  Mayor  Duane,  Mrs.  James  Beekman, 
Lady  Temple,  Lady  Christina  Griffin,  Mrs.  Chancellor  Livingston,  Mrs. 
Richard  Montgomer}%  Mrs.  John  Langdon,  Mrs.  Elbridge  Gerry,  Mrs. 
Livingston  of  Clermont,  the  Misses  Livingston,  Mrs.  William  S.  Smith, 
daughter  of  the  Vice-President,  the  beautiful  bride  of  James  Homer 
Maxwell,  who  as  Miss  Van  Zandt  had  repeatedly  danced  with  Washington 
while  the  army  was  at  Morristown,  Mrs.  Edgar,  Mrs.  McComb,  Mrs.  Dal- 
ton,  the  Misses  Bayard,  Madame  de  Brehan,  Madame  de  la  Forest,  and  Mrs. 
Bishop  Provost.  The  President,  the  Vice-President,  the  Secretaries  of  State 
and  War,  the  majority  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  the 
governor  of  New  York,  the  mayor  of  the  city,  the  Chancellor,  the  French 
and  Spanish  Ministers,  Baron  Steuben,  Colonel  Duer,  and  a  great  many 
other  distinguished  guests  rendered  the  occasion  memorable.  The  com- 
pany numbered  over  three  hundred.  Washington  was  the  star  of  the 
evening.     He  danced  in  two  cotillions.     His  partners  were  Mrs.  Peter 
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Van  Brugh  Livingston  and  Mrs.  Hamiltoa  He  also  danced  a  minu^ 
with  Mrs.  Maxwell 
On  the  following  Thursday  evening  De  Moustier  gave  a  magnificent  ball 
in  honor  of  the  President  at  his  residence  in  Broadway.  lAtkAMnt^ 
de  Brehan  was  heard  to  declare  that  she  "  had  exhausted  eveiy 
resource  to  produce  an  entertainment  worthy  of  France."  Two  sets  rf 
cotillion  dancers  in  complete  military  costume,  one  in  that  of  France  and 
the  other  in  the  buff  and  blue  of  America,  represented  our  alliance  with 
that  country.  Four  of  the  ladies  wore  blue  ribbons  round  their  heads 
with  American  flowers,  and  four  were  adorned  with  red  ribbons  and  the 
flowers  of  France.  Even  the  style  of  the  dance  was  uniquely  amused 
to  show  the  happy  union  between  the  two  nations.  One  large  apartment 
was  devoted  to  refreshments,  in  which  the  whole  wall  was  covert  with 
shelves  and  filled  with  fruits,  ices,  and  wines,  supplied  to  the  guests  by 
servants  standing  behind  a  table  in  the  center  of  the  roonL 

Mrs.  Washington  left  Mount  Vernon  in  her  private  carriage  on  the 
19th  to  join  her  husband  in  New  York ;  she  was  accompanied  by 
'  her  grandchildren,  Eleanor  Custis  and  Geoige  Washington  Parke  * 
Custis,  and  attended  by  a  small  escort  on  horseback.  All  the  large  towns 
and  cities  on  her  route  sent  cavalcades  of  dragoons  and  citizens  out  to 
meet  her,  processions  defiled  on  either  side  of  the  highway  for  her  carriage 
to  pass,  cheers  and  acclamations  everywhere  greeted  her  approach,  and 
the  old  and  the  young,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  wise  and  the  simple, 
were  alike  eager  to  do  her  homage.  When  within  seven  miles  of  Phila- 
delphia she  was  met  by  a  brilliant  company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  in 
carriages,  and  conducted  into  the  Quaker  City  with  distinguished  cere- 
mony, where  she  was  the  guest  of  Mrs.  Robert  Morris.  She  left  for  New 
York  on  the  Monday  following,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Morris.  It  rained 
violently  in  the  afternoon,  and  they  spent  the  night  at  Trenton.  The 
weather  was  charming  on  Tuesday,  and  they  journeyed  as  far  as  "  Liberty 
Hall "  in  Elizabeth,  the  home  of  Governor  Livingston,  where  they  were 
to  be  entertained.  The  mansion  was  charmingly  decorated  with  May- 
flowers, and  the  surrounding  trees  upon  every  side  were  filled  with  beau- 
tiful banners.  Mrs.  Jay  was  present  to  aid  her  father  and  mother  in 
extending  graceful  hospitalities  to  the  wife  of  the  President.  The  guest- 
chamber  set  apart  for  Mrs.  Washington  was  the  one  over  the  Governor's 
Library.  Mrs.  Robert  Morris  occupied  the  apartment  over  the  great 
entrance  hall  in  the  center  of  the  front  of  the  dwelling. 

The  President  entered  his  elegant  barge  at  five  o'clock  the  next  mom- 
in«^,  and  acc<)inj)anied  by  John  Jay,  Robert  Morris,  and  other  distinguished 
characters,   crossed   the    Bay  and   reached  "Liberty  Hall"  in  time  to 
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breakfiast  with  Mis.  WashingtoiL  When  the  Presidential  party  returned 
to  the  city,  conducting  Mrs.  Washington  and  her  retinue,  New  York  Bay 
presented  a  similar  scene  to  that  witnessed  on  the  day  of  Washington's 
reception.  As  the  unique  craft,  with  thirteen  pilots  in  white  costume, 
approached  the  landing,  bearing  its  precious  burden,  salutes  were  fired  from 
all  the  war  vessels  at  anchor,  and  from  the  Battery,  while  delighted 
throngs  of  people  surged  through  the  streets,  filling  the  air  with  shouts  of 
welcome. 

Mrs.  Governor  Clinton,  Mrs.  Chancellor  Livingston,  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
Lady  Stirling,  Lady  Mary  Watts,  and  Lady  Kitty  Duer  were  chief  among 
the  group  of  ladies  who  received  Mrs.  Washington.  Mrs.  Beekman,  Mrs. 
Provost,  Mra  Livingston  of  Clermont,  the  Misses  Livingston,  the  Misses 
Bayard,  Mrs.  Edgar,  and  the  wives  and  daughters  of  the  foreign  ministers 
and  members  of  Congress,  with  many  others,  paid  their  respects  early  on 
Thursday  morning.  On  Thursday  evening  the  following  gentlemen  dined 
informally  at  the  President's  table:  Vice-President  Adams,  Governor 
Clinton,  John  Jay,  the  French  Minister  De  Moustier,  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister Gardoqui,  General  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Speaker  Muhlenberg,  and 
Senators  John  Langdon,  Ralph  Izard,  William  Few,  and  Paine  Wingate. 
The  latter  has  left  a  description  of  this  dinner.  He  says,  no  clergyman 
being  present,  Washington  himself  said  grace,  on  taking  his  seat  He 
dined  on  a  boiled  leg  of  mutton,  as  it  was  his  custom  to  eat  of  only  one 
dish.  After  the  dessert  a  single  glass  of  wine  was  offered  to  each  of  the 
guests,  when  the  President  rose,  the  guests  following  his  example,  and 
repaired  to  the  drawing-room,  each  departing  at  his  option,  without 
ceremony. 

On  Friday  evening  Mrs.  Washington  held  her  first  reception,  or  levee, 
as  it  was  styled,  which  was  attended  by  all  that  was  distinguished 
in  official  and  fashionable  society.  Henceforward  she  received 
every  Friday  evening  from  eight  until  ten  o'clock.  These  levees  were 
arranged  on  the  plan  of  the  English  and  French  drawing-rooms,  visitors, 
entitled  to  the  privilege'  by  official  station,  social  position,  or  established 
merit  and  character,  came  without  special  invitation ;  and  full  dress  was 
required  of  all.     The  President  was  usually  present 

It  was  not  long  ere  Mrs.  Washington  was  pronounced  an  "  aristocrat," 
and  her  rigid  exclusion  of  the  ill-bred  and  unrefined  from  her  levees  was 
caustically  criticised  as  "  queenly  "  and  "  court-like."  The  dignity  and  for- 
mality of  both  the  President  and  his  wife  rebuked  all  attempts  at  famil- 
iarity ;  thus  without  ostentation  social  intercourse  assumed  a  high  tone, 
and  democratic  rudeness  not  having  yet  gained  the  ascendency,  cultured 
elegance,  grace,  and  good  manners  prevailed. 
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While  the  bill  was  pending  in  Congress  for  the  establishment  of  Uie 
heads  of  departments,  and  vigorous  debates  over  a  contemplated  revenue 
system  were  occupying  attention,  the  question  of  salaries  to  be  paid  the 
President,  Vice-President,  and  other  officials  of  the  government  came 
before  the  House.  Washington  had  at  his  inauguration  signified  his 
wish  to  serve  the  country,  as  hitherto,  without  salary.  But  it  was  in- 
expedient to  establish  the  precedent,  as  succeeding  Presidents  might  not 
find  it  possible  to  incur  a  similar  loss  of  time  and  money ;  and,  moreover. 
Congress  was  required  by  the  Constitution  to  provide  compensation.  It 
was,  after  many  days,  decided  to  fix  upon  a  liberal  sum,  but  to  leave  the 
style  in  which  the  President  should  live  —  it  not  being  esteemed  a  legiti- 
mate subject  for  legislation  —  to  the  discretion  and  judgment  of  Wash- 
ington himself.  The  pay  of  the  Vice-President,  and  the  Senators  and 
Representatives,  furnished  food  for  lengthy  and  animated  discussions. 
Some  were  for  giving  the  Vice-President  a  daily,  instead  of  a  yearly 
allowance,  and  others  thought  the  Senators  deserved  more  than  the  Repre- 
sentatives because  "  they  were  the  purified  choice  of  the  |>eople."  The 
various  propositions  for  amending  the  Constitution  were  next  in  onler. 
Virginia  suggested  twenty  alterations  in  the  organic  instrument,  Massa- 
chusetts nine,  South  Carolina  four,  Pennsylvania  twelve.  New  Hampshire 
twelve.  North  Carolina  twenty-six,  and  New  York  thirty-two.  After 
mature  delibemtion  seventeen  amendments  wei*e  ado})ted  by  two  third.** 
of  the  House.  Tlie  Senate  reduced  the  number  to  twelve  bv  omittini: 
some,  and  merging  the  princi])les  of  two  or  more  into  one.  When  tht*se 
twelve  were  transmitted  to  the  legislatures  of  the  States  for  nititiciition, 
ten  only  were  accepted. 

The  first  Congress  was  justly  famous  for  its  men  of  parliamentan* 
talent  and  social  accomplishment.  The  leading  antagonists  in  the  House 
were  James  Madison  and  Fisher  Ames,  particularly  in  delxiting  the 
revenue  system  and  the  i)olicy  of  assuming  State  debts  incuired  during 
the  Revolution.  Both  were  oraU^rs,  able  and  impressive,  but  in  different 
ways.  Madison  was  the  better  logician,  Ames  possessed  the  greater  im- 
agination. Madison  was  profoundly  vei-sed  in  domestic  concerns,  finan- 
cial and  political  economy.  Ames  reasoned  from  principles  of  genend 
policy  and  constitutional  and  international  jurisprudence.  Madison's 
eloquence  in  deptli  and  smoothness  might  be  compared  to  the  ocean  in 
repose,  that  of  Ames  flowed  like  the  current  of  some  clear,  l^eautiful  rivt*r 
Madison  was  the  older  bv  six  well-rounded  vears.  Ames  was  thirtv-twu 
William  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  one  of  the  best  delxiters  and  most 
accomplished  ^'(Mitlemen  that  ever  appeared  in  Congress  fi-om  that  Stat«*. 
sustiiined  Ames   with   brilliant  omtory ;  he  resided  in  Bi-oatlway,  next 
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door  to  the  Spanish  Minister.  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Elbridge  Gerry,  and 
George  Thacher,  from  Massachusetts,  were  all  men  of  mark.  Gerry  was 
decidedly  anti-Federal ;  but,  unwilling  to  forfeit  the  good-will  and  friend- 
ship of  those  with  whom  he  had  been  associated  during  the  Revolution, 
he  claimed  to  be  neutral  and  impartial  between  the  two  parties.  This 
course  was  denounced  by  Thacher,  who  was  a  celebrated  wit,  and,  under- 
standing the  sensitive  temperament  of  his  colleague,  made  him  the  per- 
petual victim  of  daring  humor  and  biting  sarcasm.  Connecticut  was 
represented  by  Roger  Sherman,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Benjamin  Hunting- 
ton, Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  and  Jonathan  Stui-ges.  Trumbull  was  the 
son  of  the  great  war-governor  of  the  same  name,  and  had  himself  been 
secretary  and  aide  to  Washington,  and  a  member  of  the  chieftain's 
military  family  from  1780  to  1783.  Hugh  Williamson  was  the  most 
conspicuous  member  from  North  Carolina.  It  was  during  this  year 
that  his  marriage  with  Miss  Apthorpe  of  New  York  was  solemnized. 
Elias  Boudinot,  the  philanthropist,  was  one  of  the  leading  New  Jersey 
representatives.  Speaker  Frederick  Augustus  Muhlenberg  and  General 
Peter  Muhlenberg,  from  Pennsylvania,  took  up  their  abode  in  the  family 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Kunze,  the  Lutheran  scholar  and  divine.  George  Clymer 
and  Henry  Wynkoop  were  also  among  the  Pennsylvania  members. 
From  New  Hampshire,  Nicholas  Gil  man,  treasurer  of  the  State,  Samuel 
Livermore,  and  the  clerical  statesman,  Abiel  Foster,  were  prominent  in 
the  complicated  business  before  the  House. 

Egbert  Benson,  who  had  participated  largely  in  the  various  measures 
resulting  in  the  establishment  of  a  general  government,  was  one  of  the 
leading  New  York  members.^  He  was  a  pleasing  speaker,  and  his  per- 
sonal popularity  added  weight  to  his  arguments.     His  colleagues  were 

1  Egbert  Benson  was  one  of  the  five  commissioners  appointetl  by  Xew  York  to  attend  the 
Annapolis  Convention  in  1786,  and  the  only  one  who  accompanied  Hamilton,  and  aided 
materially  in  securing  the  call  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1787  —  not  only  in  the 
incipient  movement,  but  afterwards  in  Congress  as  a  member  from 'New  York.  He  also  sup- 
ported the  resolutions  of  Congress  at  a  later  date  to  transmit  the  Constitution  to  the  action 
of  the  States  ;  and  in  January,  1788,  as  a  member  of  the  New  York  Assembly,  he  introduced 
into  that  house  the  resolution  to  call  a  State  convention  to  act  upon  the  Constitution,  which 
singularly  enough  was  op|)Osed  by  twenty-five  out  of  fifty-two  votes.  He  was  one  of  the 
Congreaaional  committee  to  receive  Washington  on  his  triumphal  approach  from  Virginia ; 
and  chairman  of  the  committee  from  the  House  to  report  on  the  **  styles  and  titles  of  the 
presidential  office.**  He  was  also  chairman  of  the  joint  Congressional  committee  to  arrange 
for  the  inauguration  of  AVashington  ;  and  was  associated  with  Madison,  Clymer,  Sherman,  and 
others,  in  preparing  the  response  to  Washington's  inaugural  address.  He  was  twelve  years  in 
Congress,  and  from  1794  to  1801  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New  York.  He  received  many 
literary  honors  ;  and  he  was  the  first  president  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  At  the 
time  of  the  organization  of  the  general  government  he  was  forty-three  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
bachelor,  and  resided  with  bid  brother,  Robert  Benson,  comer  of  Nassau  and  Pine  Streets. 
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John  Lawrence,  a  man  of  fine  address  and  marked  influence,  William 
Floyd,  who  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  Peter  Sylvester, 
John  Hathom,  and  Jeremiah  Van  Bensselaer,  afterwards  lieutenant- 
governor  of  New  York. 

The  New  York  senators  were  Philip  Schuyler  and  Rufus  King ;  finom 
Massachusetts  came  Caleb  Strong  and  Tristam  Dalton ;  from  Connecticut, 
Oliver  Ellsworth  and  William  Samuel  Johnson ;  from  New  Hampshire 
John  Langdon  and  Paine  Wingate ;  from  New  Jersey,  William  Patterson 
and  Jonathan  Elmer;  from  Pennsylvania,  Robert  Morris  and  William 
Maclay ;  from  Delaware,  George  Read  and  Richard  Bassett ;  from  Maiy- 
land,  Charles  Carroll  and  John  Henry ;  from  Virginia,  Richard  Heniy 
Lee  and  William  Grayson ;  from  South  Carolina,  Ralph  Izard  and  Pierce 
Butler ;  from  Georgia,  William  Few  and  James  Gunn ;  and  from  North 
Carolina,  after  the  first  session,  Benjamin  Hawkins  and  Samuel  Johnstoa 

A  violent  illness  confined  the  President  to  his  house  through  the 
greater  part  of  June  and  July.  The  anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  was  celebrated  in  the  city  with  exceptional  en- 
thusiasm.  The  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  waited  upon  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  morning  with  a  complimentary  address,  to  which  he  responded 
in  a  few  brief  sentences.  He  was  too  feeble  otherwise  to  do  more  than 
appear  for  a  moment  in  the  door  of  his  mansion  while  the  military  com- 
panies of  the  city  were  passing,  clad  in  the  uniform  worn  during  the 
Revolution.  The  Cincinnati,  led  by  Baron  Steuben,  marched  in  procession 
to  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  where  a  great  concourse  of  distinguished  citizens 
and  strangers  were  assembled  to  hear  Alexander  Hamilton  deliver  an 
oration  on  the  life  and  public  services  of  General  Nathaniel  Greene. 

It  was  a  glowing  tribute.  "Did  I  possess  tlie  powers  of  orator}',  I 
should  with  reluctance  attempt  to  employ  them  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion," said  Hamilton,  with  impressive  earnestness.  "  The  native  brilliancy 
of  the  diamond  needs  not  the  polish  of  art ;  the  conspicuous  features  of 
pre-eminent  merit  need  not  the  coloring  pencil  of  imagination  nor  the 
florid  decorations  of  rhetoric.  The  name  of  Greene  will  at  once  awaken 
in  your  minds  the  images  of  whatever  is  noble  and  estimable  in  human 
nature.  In  forming  our  estimate  of  his  character  we  are  not  left  to  sup- 
position and  conjecture.  We  have  a  succession  of  deeds  as  glorious  as 
they  are  unequivocal,  to  attest  his  greatness  and  perpetuate  the  honors 
of  his  name." 

The  President  regretted  being  too  ill  to  leave  his  house  on  this  occa- 
sion. But  Mrs.  Washington,  Mrs.  Jay,  Mi*s.  Hamilton,  and  Mrs.  Adain.< 
graced  St.  Paul's  with  their  presence;  also  many  other  ladies.  The 
assemblage  was  pronounced  the  most  brilliant  ever  seen  in  New  York. 
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The  mother  of  Wariiiiigton  died  in  August,  at  Fredericksburg,  aged 
eighty-two,  which  affected  him  deeply.  Prior  to  the  close  of  the 
first  session  of  the  first  Ck)ngres8  in  September,  a  joint  committee  ^' 
from  the  two  houses  requested  him  *'  to  recommend  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  and  prayer,  in  acknowledg- 
metit  of  the  signal  blessings  which  had  afforded  the  opportunity  of 
peacefully  establishing  a  constitution  of  government."  He  accordingly 
appointed  the  26th  of  November. 

After  the  adjournment  of  Congress  New  York  was  for  a  few  weeks 
comparatively  quiet  Washington  exercised  daily  on  horseback,  walked 
about  the  city  at  his  pleasure,  and  drove  every  pleasant  morning  with 
Mrs.  Washington  and  others,  sometimes  in  the  post-chaise  and  sometimes 
in  the  coach.  His  horses  were  numerous,  and  the  finest  the  country 
produced.  He  drove  four  and  not  infi-equently  six  before  his  carriage, 
with  outriders  in  livery,  the  stylish  establishment  preceded  usually  by  his 
two  secretaries  on  horseback.  He  gave  frequent  dinners ;  on  Thursday, 
October  1,  the  guests  at  his  table  were  Postmaster  -  General 
Osgood  and  Mrs.  Osgood,  Colonel  William  and  Lady  Kitty  Duer, 
James  Madison,  Oeorge  Read,  Colonel  Bland,  Mrs.  Greene  —  the  widow 
of  General  Nathaniel  Greene  —  Lady  Christiana  Griffin  and  daughter. 
Miss  Brown,  Colonel  Lewis  Morris,  and  Mayor  James  Duane.  Mrs. 
Washington  received  visitors  as  usual  on  the  Friday  following.  On 
Saturday  the  President  sat  two  horn's  to  Madame  de  Brehan,  who  was 
painting  his  miniature  profile — subsequently  engraved  in  Paris. 

Washington  records  a  conversation  between  himself  and  Hamilton  on 
Monday  the  5th,  concerning  a  tour  through  the  New  England 
States ;  and  on  Wednesday  a  similar  conversation  with  Jay,  who 
signified  hearty  approval  of  the  plan.  The  President  also  consulted  both 
Hamilton  and  Jay  the  same  afternoon  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of 
taking  informal  means  of  ascertaining  the  views  of  the  British  Court 
oonceming  the  American  posts  still  in  their  possession,  and  a  commer- 
cial treaty.  Hamilton  thought  Gouvemeur  Morris  a  fit  person  for  the 
business.  The  next  day  Washington  consulted  Madison  on  both  subjects, 
who  saw  no  impropriety  in  the  New  England  trip,  but  was  dubious  about 
the  private  agency  to  England.  He  thought  if  the  necessity  did  not 
press,  it  would  be  better  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Jefferson.  He  feared  that 
employing  Morris  would  be  a  commitment  for  his  employment  as  Minister, 
should  one  be  sent  to  England,  or  wanted  at  Versailles  in  place  of  Jeffer- 
son. His  opinions  coincided  with  those  of  Hamilton  and  Jay  in  regard 
to  the  superior  talents  of  Morris — but  he  thought  with  Jay  that  Morris's 
imagination  sometimes  outran  his  judgment    He  said  further  "  that  the 
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manners  of  Morris  before  he  was  well  known  created  unfavorable  opinions 
which  he  did  not  merit" 

Madison  took  his  leave;  and  an  hour  later  Oardoqui,  the  Spanish 
Minister,  called  to  say  his  adieus  prior  to  embarking  for  Spain.  That 
day  at  the  President's  dinner-table  were  the  entire  family  of  the  Vice- 
President,  including  himself,  wife,  son,  son-in-law,  daughter,  and  niece ; 
also  Grovernor  George  Clinton  and  two  daughters,  Tristam  Dalton  and 
Mrs.  Dalton,  and  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Dubois.  In  the  evening  De  Mouatier 
and  Madame  de  Brehan  came  in  for  an  hour.  De  Moustier  told  Wr.sli- 
ington  that  he  had  received  permission  to  return  to  his  court 

On  the  10th  Washington,  accompanied  by  Vice-President  Adams, 
Governor  Clinton,  Ralph  Izard,  and  Colonel  Smith,  the  son-in-law  of  the 
Vice-President,  visited  Flushing  to  examine  some  fruit  orchards  and 
gardens,  and  on  their  return  stopped  at  the  country-seats  of  the  Genend 
and  Gouverneur  Morris,  in  Morrisania,  to  view  a  bam  which  the  latter 
had  often  described  to  the  President  as  something  novel,  costly,  and  con- 
venient As  they  were  returning  leisurely  through  the  little  village  of 
Harlem,  they  met  Mrs.  Washington  in  her  carriage,  with  Mrs.  Adams  and 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Smith.  They  all  alighted,  and  dined  at  a  small  tavern 
kept  by  Captain  Marriner,  who  had  been  actively  concerned  in  whale- 
boat  warfare  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York  during  the  Revolution.  Four 
days  later  the  President  wrote  letters  to  France,  and  while  with  Mrs. 
Wasliin<j:ton  on  an  informal  visit  to  De  Moustier  and  his  sister,  who  were 
about  to  sail,  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Minister.  Washington  also 
prepared  letters  the  same  day  for  Gouverneur  Morris,  rec^uesting  him  as 
a  private  agent  to  sound  the  British  Ministry. 

The  next  day  was  Thursday.  The  President's  proposed  journey  through 
New  England  having  been  generally  esteemed  advisable,  he  left 
the  city  in  his  own  chariot,  dmwn  by  four  Virginia  bays,  attendee! 
by  his  two  secretaries,  Tobias  Lear  and  Major  Jackson,  on  horseback  in 
advance,  and  a  retinue  of  six  servants.  Chief  Justice  Jay,  Secretary  Ham- 
ilton (of  the  Treasury),  and  Secretary  Knox  accompanied  him  some  dis- 
tance beyond  the  Harlem  River. 

Washington  passed  through  Rye,  Norwalk,  Fairfield,  and  Stratford 
to  New  Haven,  where  lie  was  welcomed  by  Governor  Samuel  Hunt- 
ington, Lieutenant-Governor  Oliver  Wolcott,  and  the  mayor  of  the  cit}' 
Roger  Slier  man.  At  Wallingford  the  President  saw  the  white  mul- 
beiTV  growing  to  feed  the  silk- worm,  and  wrote  of  some  tine  silk 
thread,  and  of  a  sample  of  lustring  which  had  been  manufactured  from 
the  cocoon  in  that  town.  "  This,"  he  said,  "  except  the  weaving,  is  the 
work  of  private  families,  without  interference  with  other  business,  and  is 
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likely  to  turn  out  a  beneficial  amusement."  In  company  with  Oliver 
Ellsworth  and  others  he  visited  the  factories  of  Hartford.  He  took 
special  note  of  all  the  industries  and  occupations  of  the  people  upon  the 
whole  route.  He  was  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  thrift  and  progress ; 
and  his  conclusions  were  that  the  country  was  rapidly  recovering  from 
the  ravages  of  war,  and  that  the  new  government  was  generally  approved. 
He  avoided  Rhode  Island,  as  that  State  had  not  yet  ratified  the  Constitu- 
tion. North  Carolina  voted  her  own  admission  into  the  Union  the  same 
day  that  he  returned  to  New  York;  Rhode  Island  yielded  her  scruples 
on  the  29th  of  May  following.  His  journey  was  a  continuous  triumphal 
march,  unparalleled  in  history  for  its  exhibition  of  love,  gratitude,  and 
reverence.  Civil  authorities,  religious  societies,  literary  institutions,  and 
other  bodies  exhausted  the  vocabulary  of  praise  in  flattering  addresses, 
and  crowds  sometimes  followed  him  for  miles. 

During  the  absence  of  the  President  and  of  Congress,  New  York  pre- 
pared for  a  gay  winter.  All  the  tradespeople  were  employed;  house- 
renovating,  house-building,  horse-furnishing,  house-adorning,  and  the 
production  of  personal  outfits  of  exceptional  costliness  kept  the  wheels 
of  industiy  rolling.  It  was  necessary  to  provide  for  a  larger  population 
than  at  any  previous  period.  The  markets  were  enlarged  and  taverns  and 
boarding-houses  multiplied.  Among  other  public  improvements  it  was 
proposed  to  extend  the  sidewalks  from  Vesey  Street  to  Murray  Street 
upon  the  west  side  of  Broadway,  and  although  not  completed  until  the 
next  year,  a  similar  foot-pavement  —  quite  narrow  —  was  laid  along  the 
Bridewell  fence  on  the  east  side.  Reade  and  Duane  Streets  were  not 
opened  until  1794 ;  and  the  year  1797  came  before  an  attempt  was  made 
to  grade  the  hills  on  the  Broadway  road  between  Murray  and  Canal 
Streets,  the  highest  point  of  which  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Anthony 
Street. 

The  "  Fresh  Water  Pond "  still  sparkled  in  the  sunshine,  a  smooth, 
clear,  beautiful,  miniature  inland  sea,  the  locality  of  which  may  be  signi- 
ficantly traced  upon  the  map  of  Manhattan  Island,  on  a  former  page.  But 
it  was  too  far  out  of  town  to  be  much  noticed.  At  a  club  dinner  in 
December  some  imaginative  individual  was  very  much  ridiculed  for 
suggesting  the  propriety  of  purchasing  it,  with  the  lands  surrounding,  for 
park  purposes,  and  with  a  view  to  the  future  ornamentation  of  the  pro- 
spective metropolis.  Capitalists  had  no  faith  in  any  wild,  visionary 
scheme  of  that  character.  New  York  would  never  in  their  judgment 
reach  such  a  remote  point  of  the  compass.  One  of  the  springs  which 
supplied  the  fabulously  reported  unfathomable  depths  of  this  remarkable 
lake  bubbled  forth  near  the  present  junction  of  Chatham  and  Roosevelt 
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Streets,  where  was  erected  the  famous  "Tea  Water  Pump"  which  sup- 
plied the  city  with  wholesome  drinking-water;  the  various  wells  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  town  affording  only  a  miserable  and  brackish  substitute 
for  water. 

It  was  confidently  understood  that  the  first  question  to  coini'  l>efore 
Congress  when  it  should  reassemble  in  the  winter  would  be  the  liHation 
of  the  permanent  seat  of  government,  and  the  New  York  Iicurl  throlibed 
with  feverish  anxiety.  The  heads  of  departments  were  appointed,  as  we 
have  seen,  and  the  whole  machinery  of  the  great  structure  was  sul^tan- 
tially  organized.  Washington  seems  not  to  have  measured  men  by  their 
speculative  views,  or  evinced  a  disposition  to  punish  them  for  diflerence 
of  political  opinion.  The  offices  in  his  gift  were  generally  bestowed  ujwn 
those  who  had  been  active  in  establishing  the  Constitution  ;  t)ius,  James 
Duane,  the  mayor,  was  made  judge  of  the  district  of  New  York,  I'ichatd 
Harrison,  United  States  attorney,  and  Colonel  William  S.  Smith,  niarsliul. 
But  there  were  notable  instances  to  the  contrary,  as  in  the  case  of  <  Gen- 
eral John  Lamb.  Neither  the  fact  that  this  honest  soldier  had  lufii 
inflexibly  opposed  to  the  Constitution,  nor  the  charges  and  ctiiiiphiiut^ 
against  him  provoked  in  the  heats  of  conflicting  interests,  and  thnm^h 
a  zeal  too  warm  to  admit  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  an  opponent  or  ilie 
possibility  of  its  own  error,  influenced  Washington's  decisiim.  wh"  iu 
August  sent  the  name  of  (jeneral  Lamb  to  the  Seiuitp,  «hiih  uiiiini- 
mously  ratified  his  appointment  as  Collector  of  the  I'oil. 


o  Limb.  Will  StrM* 
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